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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

Lansinq,  January  31,  1900. 
To  H0NOBA.BLE  Hazen  S.  Pikgree, 

Oovernor  of  Michigan. 
Sib — In  compliance  with  section  3,  Act  No.  115,  Pablic  Acta  of  1899,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  aDnaal  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Library 
CommiBsioners.  Very  respectfully, 

Cyrus  G.  Luce, 
President. 
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REPORT. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  CommisBioDers  was  hold  ia 
the  Public  Library  at  Detroit,  NoTember  23,  1899.  The  following  members 
were  present : 

Ei-Governor  CyruB  G.  Lace, 

Mr.  Peter  White, 

Mr.  Henry  Nelson  Loud, 

Mr.  John  M.  C.  Smith, 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer. 

At  the  meeting  there  was  a  general  discussion  of  library  methods  and  the 
following  plan  formulated  as  preliminary  :  The  secretary  was  instrncted  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  the  mayors,  Buperintendents  of  schools  or  other  public  officials 
of  cities  and  villages  aeking  for  the  names  of  people  who  would  be  interested 
in  the  establishment  of  libraries  in  their  localities.  The  individuals  so  se- 
lected to  be  written  to  in  behalf  of  library  work. 

The  secretary  was  also  instructed  to  prepare  a  set  of  questions  to  be  sent 
with  the  last  named  letter  to  each  of  these  persons.  It  was  also  decided  to 
send  circulars  to  all  libraries  already  established  asking  for  a  report  and  call- 
ing their  attention  to  Sec.  3,  Act  No.  115,  which  makes  this  duty  obligatory 
upon  all  incorporated  libraries. 

Acting  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Board  in  the  month  of  November  about 
300  circular  letters  were  sent  to  superintendents  of  schools  in  cities  and  vil- 
lages, and  upon  receipt  of  replies  with  liste  of  names,  nearly  3,000  letters 
witb  qnestions  enclosed  were  mailed.  These  letters  covered  all  towns  and 
villages  of  more  than  700  inhabitants,  and  many  replies  have  been 
received.  The  statistics,  which  were  included  in  these  replies,  have  been  teb- 
ulated  and  may  be  found  in  this  report. 

From  the  large  nnmber  of  letters  which  have  been  received  by  the  secretary 
bearing  upon  the  library  conditions  of  these  towns  and  vilifies,  certain  parts 
have  been  selected  which  bear  more  closely  upon  the  subject,  and  are  also  in- 
cluded in  the  report. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  Lansing,  January  4,  1900. 
At  that  meeting  the  reports  which  had  been  received  were  carefully  examined 
and  a  general  discussion  of  methods  followed. 

The  secretary  at  that  time  was  instrncted  to  prepare  a  third  circular,  2,000 
of  which  were  to  be  printed  and  mailed  to  all  towns  and  villages  where  ad- 
dresses had  been  furnished.  Accompanying  these  circulars  were  copies  of  the 
law  anthorizing  cities,  villages  and  townshipa  to  establish  free  public  libraries 
and  reading  rooms.  To  this  circular  many  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  secretary,  covering  almost  every  point  in  library  work  and 
requiring  an  answer  of  two  to  three  pages.  These  letters  have  been  answered 
and  the  recipients-have  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  information  which 
they  have  received. 

Throngh  the  kindness  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education  the 
secretary  has  been  permitted  to  embody  in  this  report  tables  showing  the  number 
of  libraries  in  Michigan. 

The  Board  wishes  to  state  in  conclusion  that  the  various  circulars  which 
have  been  sent  out  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  there  is  a  healthy  interest 
in  libraries  in  nearly  all  the  localities  where  the  establishment  of  one  is  possi- 
ble. It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Board  to  increase  this  interest.  Cor- 
respondence on  library  matters  is  respectfully  requested,  and  information  and 
■  all  details  will  be  most  gladly  and  cheerfully  given. 
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'    PBELIMIMART  WORK  OF  THE   BOARD   OF   FOBLIC  I.IBBABK  COMHISSIONERS. 

(1) 

December  11,  1899. 
Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Deab  Sir — Yoa  are  undoubtedly  aware  that  at  the  last  sessioD  of  the  leg- 
iBlatnre  a  State  library  commiBaion  was  eBtablished  for  the  parpose  of  encoor- 
aging  the  establishment  and  efficiency  of  free  public  libraries  in  the  State, 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  ia  Detroit,  November  23,  1899,  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  address  inflnential  residents  of  towns  and  Tillages, 
in  order  to  ascertain  from  them,  if  possible,  the  conditions  with  regard  to 
libraries.  The  object  which  the  Board  has  in  view  is  to  stimulate  interest  in 
libraries  and  to  awaken  a  desire  in  the  community  for  good  reading,  which 
will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  free  pablic  libraries. 

Will  you  kindly  send  upon  the  enclosed  card  the  names  of  five  or  six  influ- 
ential citizens  of  your  place,  both  men  and  women,  who  you  think  would  be 
interested  in  this  work  and  with  whom  further  correspondence  can  be  carried 
on? 

You  are  earnestly  requested  by  the  Board  to  give  this  matter  your  immedi- 
ate consideration  and  to  send  the  names  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  An- 
other meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  held  at  the  State  Library  December  36, 
and  we  wish  to  have  replies  from  the  individuals  whose  addresses  you  send,  to 
us  before  that  time.  Very  truly  yours, 

Maby  C.  Spencer, 
Secretary. 


(2) 

Deab  Sib — By  act  of  the  legislature  of  1S99  there  was  created  a  State 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners  to  encourage  the  establishment  and  efficiency 
of  free  public  libraries.     Sec.  2  of  this  act  reads  as  follows  : 

"It  snail  be  the  duty  of  the  library  commission  to  give  advice  and  connBel 
to  all  free  libraries  in  the  State,  and  to  all  communities  which  may  propose  to 
establish  them,  as  to  the  beat  means  of  establishing  and  administering  such 
libraries,  the  selection  of  books,  catalogning  and  all  other  details  of  library 
management.  In  January  of  each  year  the  Board  shall  make  a  report  to  the 
Governor  of  its  doings,  of  which  report  one  thousand  copies  shall  be  printed  by 
the  State  Printer  for  the  use  of  the  Board." 

This  Board  having  for  its  members  the  following  repreBentatiTe  citizens  of 
Michigan:  Ex-Governor  Cyrus  G.  Luce,  president;  Mr.  Peter  White,  Mr.  Henry 
Nelson  Load  and  Mr.  John  M.  C.  Smith,  has  organized  under  the  law  held 
the  first  meeting  in  Detroit,  November  33.  At  that  meeting  the  Secretary  was 
instmcted  to  open  correspondence  with  influential  residents  of  cities  and  villages 
having  no  public  libraries.  The  object  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
was  to  awaken  a  desire  for  public  libraries  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  by 
which  such  libraries  can  be  established  and  supported.  The  movement  is  in 
the  interest  of  broader  culture  and  of  higher  education  and  for  the  purpose  of 
counteracting  by  the  introduction  of  good  books  the  dangerous  influence  of 
much  of  theliterature  which  is  flooding  the  State. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  series  of  questions,  which  have  been  carefully  prepared 
by  tbe  Board,  and  to  which  we  would  like  concise  and  positive  answers. 

The  State  Librarian  wishes  to  say  that  she  will  endeavor  to  make  proTision 
for  the  admission  into  the  State  Library  for  a  limited  time,  of  meu  and  women, 
who  may  be  appointed  librarians  of  tlie  libraries  organized  under  this  law. 
The  instruction  will  be  limited  to  a  practical  trainiing  in  the  details  of  library 
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work.  There  will  he  no  charges  made  for  this  taition;  the  only  expense  to  the 
pnpUe  will  be  their  personal  expenses.  Farther  information  on  this  point 
mar  be  obtained  by  correspondence  with  this  department. 

ft  is  eameatly  requested  that  yon  give  this  matter  yonr  immediate  and  per- 
sonal attention  and  that  yonr  replies  will  be  forwarded  to  the  State  Library 
St  Lansing  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

You  wilt  notice  a  space  at  the  foot  of  the  sheet  for  remarks.  Please  give  ns 
in  this  space  yonr  own  opinion  as  to  the  conditions  which  prevail  in  yonr  town 
and  the  chances  as  to  the  success  of  the  movement. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Mart  C.  Spenc^, 
Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  CommissioDers 
held  January  4,  1900,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  prepare  the 
following  circnlar: 

The  sole  pnrpose  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  is  to  aid  peo- 
ple in  the  establishment  and  maintonance  of  free  public  libraries.  It  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  the  free  public  library  system  is  the  ideal  one.  By 
giving  the  edncational  advantages  of  the  libraries  to  people  regardless  of  age 
or  station  we  are  fulfilling  more  nearly  the  conditions  of  true  democracy  than 
in  any  other  way.  The  Board  has  no  desire  to  interfere  with  school,  ladies'  or 
literary  society  libraries,  but  we  believe  that  the  best  and  most  permanent  suc- 
cess ia  achieved  by  the  free  public  library  system  as  above  mentioned.  We 
therefore  earnestly  nrge  npon  yonr  consideration  the  following  suggestions: 

The  first  stop  in  the  organization  of  a  free  public  library  is  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  of  hooks  and  the  payment  of  running  expenses  of  the  library.  It 
is  surprising,  however,  how  much  can  be  done  with  a  little  money  if  it  is  ju- 
diciously and  carefullv  expended;  especially  that  portion  which  is  used  for  the 
finrchase  of  books.  An  immense  amount  of  money  is  wasted  every  year  in 
ibrariee  becanse  the  purchasing  agent  is  not  familiar  enough  with  literature 
to  know  what  to  buy.  It  has  also  to  be  remembered  that  librariee  are  for  the 
betterment  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  placed  and  not  to  cater  to 
oftentime  depraved  taste  for  fiction. 

It  has  been  proven  beyond  denial  by  experienced  librarians  that  with  a  care- 
ful selection  of  books  and  a  librarian  who  is  interested  in  the  work  readers  can 
gradually  be  led  from  the  use  of  fiction  alone  to  that  of  travels,  biography  and 
history. 

The  most  equitable  way  te  raise  money  neoessary  for  the  esteblishment  of 
free  public  libraries  is  by  texation,  aided  perhaps,  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
■  tions  of  the  generous.  A  certain  amonnt  of  fines  is  noder  the  Constitution 
paid  to  libranee  (see  Constitntiou  Act  13  Sec.  12)  and  provisions  may  be  made 
for  the  use  of  this  mooey  to  help  in  aid  of  every  free  public  library.  The  in- 
tent of  the  law  is  that  this  money  should  be  used  for  books  and  should  not 
be  under  any  circnmstences  diverted  from  the  original  object. 

While  there  is  no  provision  in  the  law  which  allows  financial  aid  by  the 
State  for  free  public  libraries,  the  desire  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Com- 
tnisBiouers  is  to  aid  towns  and  villages  desiring  free  public  libraries  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways: 

1. — By  furnishing  lists  of  books  selected  with  the  greatest  care  and  of  the 
highest  literary  character,  and  securing,  if  desired  by  the  purchasers,  the  high- 
est possible  discount  on  the  purchases. 
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2. — By  giving  advice  as  to  the  classiScstioii,  catalogaJDg  and  arrangemeDt 
of  books  on  the  shelves;  in  fact,  famiBhing  information  in  all  the  details  of 
library  economy. 

3. — The  State  Librarian  will  provide  for  admission  into  the  State  Library, 
for  a  limited  time,  of  men  and  women  who  may  be  appointed  librarians  of  the 
free  pnblic  libraries.  The  instruction  will  be  limited  to  the  practical  training 
and  the  elementary  details  of  library  work.  There  will  be  no  charges  made 
for  this  tuition;  the  only  expense  will  be  that  of  a  personal  character. 

4. — Pnblio  free  and  incorporated  libraries  ^ill  be  furnished  by  the  State 
with  a  Talnable  set  of  books  called  "the  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  collec- 
tions ^  Michigan."  This  set  now  nnmbera  37  volnmee  and  is  of  great  histor- 
ical valne. 

5. — All  free  pablic  libraries  having  1,000  books  other  than  State  and  Gov- 
ernment docnments  may  become  associate  with  the  State  Library.  Through 
this  connection  all  State  documents  will  be  sent  directly  to  the  pnblic  libra- 
ries, special  pains  being  taken  by  the  State  Library  to  keep  these  sets  as  com- 
plete as  possible.  Associate  libraries  may  also  borrow  from  the  State  Library, 
Dooks,  wnich  their  patrons  may  wish  to  use  for  a  limited  time.  This  opens  to 
the  smaller  libraries  of  the  State  a  wealth  of  material,  which  will  prove  of  the 
greatest  assistance  to  students  who  may  live  near  the  associate  libraries. 

We  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Act  164  of  the  laws  of  1877  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  authorize  cities,  corporated  villages  and  townships  to  establish  and 
maintain  free  pnblic  libraries  and  reading  rooms." 

You  are  respectfully  urged  to  read  this  law  carefolly,  as  it  gives  in  detail 
foil  instructions  as  to  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public 
library, 

You  are  invited  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  letter  and  to  express  yoor 
views  as  to  the  prospect  with  •  regard  l»  the  establishment  of  a  free  pablic 
library  in  your  town.  Very  trnly  yours. 

State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners. 

Ex-Gov.  Cybus  G.  LdCE,  Coldwater,  President. 

Mb.  Petek  White,  Marquette, 

Mr.  Henry  Nelson  Loud,  Au  Sable. 

Mr.  John  M.  C.  Smith,  Charlolle. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  SpeNceS,  Laneio^,  Secretary. 


Questions  sent  to  cities  and  villages  of  more  than  700  inhab- 
itants by  Board  of  Public  Library  Commissioners,  from  which 
statistics  printed  in  this  bulletin  were  compiled  : 

Is  there  a  library  in  your  city? 

If  so,  is  it  a  free  library,  a  public  school  library,  an  endowed  library  or  an 
association  library? 

Is  it  supported  by  taxation,  or  fees,  or  donations? 

What  is  its  governing  board  and  how  appointed?.. 

Has  it  a  building  of  its  own,  or  is  it  in  rented  rooms?. 

Is  it  open  every  day? fiow  many  hours? 

How  many  volnmee  does  it  contain? 

Do  the  books  circulate  in  the  homes? 

Does  the  librarian  give  her  whole  time  and  is  she  paid  an  annnal  salary?.. . 
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la  the  librarj,  in  your  opinion,  doing  as  good  vork  for  the  people  aa  it 

onght,  or  do  yoD  think  it  might  be  improved? 

In  what  way?. 

If  there  is  no  free  library  in  yonr  city,  do  yon  think  one  conld  be  atartedP 

If  ao,  do  you  think  anamber  of  inflnential  people  conld  be  indnced  to  take 
hold  of  the  matter? 


The  State  Library  GommiBsion  is  prepared  to  give  all  necessary  advice  and 
encoar&gement  in  sach  cases. 

Please  add  any  remarks  upon  this  subject  which  yon  may  desire. 


(Bemarks:) 


Act  164,  Public  Acts  1877,  entitled,  An  Act  to  Authorize  Cities, 
Incorporated  Villages,  and  Townships  to  Estahlish  and  Main- 
tain Free  Puhlic  Libraries  and  Reading  Rooms. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the  city  coun- 
cil of  each  iocorporated  city  shall  have  power  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
public  library  and  reading  room,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  city,  and  may  levy  a  tax  of  not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar  annually 
on  all  taxable  property  in  the  city,  such  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  like 
manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  said  city, and  to  be  known  as  the  "library 
fund." 

Sec.  3.  When  any  city  council  shall  have  decided  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  pnblic  library  and. reading  room  under  this  act,  the  mayor  of  such  city 
shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  city  council  proceed  to  appoint  a  board  of  nine 
directors  for  the  same,  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large,  with  reference  to 
their  fitness  for  such  office,  and  not  more  than  one  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil shall  be  at  any  one  time  a  member  of  said  board. 

Sec.  3.  Said  directors  shall  hold  office,  one-third  for  one  year,  one-third  for 
two  years,  and  one-third  for  three  years,  from  the  date  of  their  appointment, 
and  at  their  first  regular  meeting  shall  cast  lota  for  the  respective  terms,  and 
annually  thereafter  the  mayor  shall  appoint,  as  before,  three  directors,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  retiring  directors,  wno  shall  hold  office  for  three  years  and 
nntil  their  successors  are  appointed.  The  mayor  may,  by  and  with  the  con- 
seat  of  the  city  council,  remove  any  director  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of 
duty. 

^c.  4.  Vacancies  in  the  board  of  directors  occasioned  by  removals,  resig- 
nation or  otherwise,  shall  be  reported  to  the  city  council,  and  be  filled  in  like 
manner  as  original  appointments,  and  no  director  shall  receive  compensation 
as  such. 

Sec.  5.  Said  directors  shall,  immediatly  after  appointment,  meet  and  or- 
ganize, by  the  election  of  one  of  their  number   president,  and  by  the  election 
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of  BQch  other  officere  as  they  may  deem  neceas&ry.  Thej  shall  make  and 
adopt  snch  by-laws,  rales  and  regaiations  for  their  own  guidance  and  for  the 
government  of  the  library  and  reading  room,  as  may  be  expedient,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act.  Tbey  shall  have  esclnsive  control  of  the  expenditure 
of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the  library  fund,  and  of  the  constmc- 
tion  of  any  library  building,  and  of  the  supervision,  care,  and  cnstody  of  the 
grounds,  rooms,  or  buildings  constructed,  leased  or  set  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose: Provided,  That  all  moneys  received  for  such  library  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  treasury  of  said  city  to  the  credit  of  the  library  fund,  and  shall  be  kept 
separate  and  apart  from  other  moneys  of  such  city,  and  drawn  upon  by  the 

firoper  officers  of  said  city,  upon  the  properly  authenticstod  voncners  of  the 
ibrary  board.  Said  boari^  shall  have  power  to  purchase  or  lease  grounds,  to 
occupy,  lease,  or  erect  an  appropriate  building  or  buildings  for  the  use  of  said 
library ;  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  saitable  librarian  and  neoessary  assist- 
ants, and  fix  their  compensation ;  and  shall  also  have  power,  to  remove  such 
appointees;  and  shall,  in  general,  carry  out  the  spirit  and  intent  of  this  act  in 
estoblishing  and  maintaining  a  public  library  and  reading  room. 

Sec.  6.  Every  library  and  reading  room  established  under  this  act  shall  be 
forever  free  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  where  located,  always  sabject  to  such 
reasonable  mlcs  and  regulations  aa  the  library  board  may  adopt;  and  said 
board  may  exclude  from  the  nse  of  said  library  and  reading  room  any  and  all 
persons  who  shall  wilfally  violate  such  rules. 

Sec.  7.  The  said  board  of  directors  shall  make,  at  the  end  of  each  and 
every  year  from  and  after  the  organization  of  snch  library,  a  report  to  the  city 
council,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust  at  the  date  of  such  report,  the 
various  sums  of  money  received  from  the  library  fund  and  from  other  sources, 
and  how  much  moneys  have  been  expended,  and  for  what  purposes ;  the  num- 
ber of  books  and  periodicals  on  hand  ;  the  nnmber  added  by  purchase,  gift  or 
otherwise  during  the  year ;  the  nnmber  lost  or  missing ;  the  number  of  visitors 
attending;  the  nnmber  of  books  loaned  out,  and  the  general  character  and 
kind  of  such  books,  with  such  other  statistics,  information  and  snggestions  as 
they  may  deem  ot  general  interest.  All  such  portions  of  said  report  as  relate 
to  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  money,  as  well  as  the  nnmber  of  books  on 
hand,  books  lost  or  missing,  and  books  purchased,  shall  be  verified  by  affi- 
davit. 

Sec.  8.  The  city  conncil  of  said  city  shall  have  power  to  pass  ordinances 
imposing  suitable  penalties  for  the  punishment  of  persons  committing  injury 
upon  such  library,  or  the  grounds  or  other  property  thereof,  or  for  wilful  in- 
jury to  or  failure  to  return  any  book  belonging  to  snch  library. 

Sec.  9.  Any  person  desiring  to  make  donations  of  money,  personal  pro- 
perty, or  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  snch  library,  shall  have  the  right  to 
vest  the  title  to  (^the)  money  or  real  estate  so  donated  in  the  board  of  directors 
created  under  this  act,  to  be  held  and  controlled  by  such  board,  when  accepted, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed,  gift,  devise  or  bequest  of  snch  property; 
and  as  to  such  property,  the  said  board  shall  be  held  and  considered  to  he 
special  trustees. 

Sec.  10.  When  fifty  voters  of  any  incorporated  village  or  township  shall 
present  a  petition  to  the  clerk  of  the  village,  or  township,  asking  that  a  tax 
may  be  levied  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library,  in  such  village, 
or  township,  and  shall  specify  in  their  petition  the  rate  of  taxation,  not  to 
exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar,  such  clerk  shall,  in  the  next  le^l  notice  of  the 
regnlar  annual  election  in  such  village  or  township,  give  notice  that  at  such 
election  every  voter  may  vote  "  for  a  mill  tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  or, 
"against  a  mill  tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  specifying  in  such  notice  the 
rate  of  ta:^tiou  mentioned  in  snch  petition;  and  if  the  majority  of  all  the 
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Totee  cast  in  encb  village  or  township  shall  be  for  the  tax  for  a  free  public 
library,  the  tax  specified  in  sach  notice  Bhall  be  levied  and  collected  in  like 
manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  said  village  or  towoahip,  and  shall  be 
known  as  the  "library  fund;"  and  when  such  free  pnblic  library  shall  have 
been  established,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  ana  qnali&ed,  as  hereinafter 

Srovided,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  board  of  directors,  on  or  before  the  first 
[oaday  of  September  in  each  year,  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  amonnt  of 
money  neceeaarj  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  such  library  for  the 
eosning  year,  not  exceeding  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  the  taxable  property  of 
finch  village  or  township,  and  report  soch  estimate  to  the  assessor  of  such 
village,  or  the  supervisors  of  such  township,  for  assessment  and  collection, 
the  same  as  other  village  or  township  taxes,  alid  the  same  shall  be  so  assessed 
and  collected;  and  the  corporate  antborities  of  any  such  villages  or  townships 
ma;  exercise  the  same  powers  conferred  npon  the  corporate  antborities  of 
cities  under  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  At  the  next  regnlar  election  after  any  village,  or  township  shall 
hare  voted  to  establish  a  free  public  library,  there  shall  be  elected  a  library 
board  of  six  directors — one-third  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years,  and 
one-third  for  three  years;  and  annually  thereafter  there  shall  be  elected  two 
directors,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  three  years,  and  until  their  snccessors 
are  elected  and  qualified;  which  board  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  are  by 
this  act  conferred  npon  the  board  of  directors  of  free  public  libraries  in 
cities. 

Sec.  13.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  cities  or  villages  containing  a  popula- 
tion of  over  ten  thousand,  or  to  any  city  or  village  maintaining  a  public 
library  under  any  special  act. 
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AprH-BBTiK 

SS^WA""""- 
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Association 


PLACa 

■.o». 

O-'norren. 

Own 

DonatioD 

Fees. 

Fees 

Fees  or  public  money 

OroenTille            

Fees    .       .  . 

Own 

Fees 

Swter.':.";;::":::":  ■ 
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Libraries. 

eraed  by  prlTsCe  usoclatlons.) 


»„„„ 

ToluinCM. 

drouUting 

Nuns  of  UbrmriMi. 

2,000 

250 

•        250 

500 

Circulating 

Mrs.  Kate  Alger. 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Clrculatiog 

500-1,200 
25-50 

Mrs.  L.  Paygon. 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 

700 

3,000 

250 

500-1,000 

500 

4,000 

May  Conger. 

SaU  P.  M.. 

MlM  E.  High. 

Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 

Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 

200 

1,600 

300 

3,000 
200 

3,000 
750 

Mrs.  Laura  Chipman. 

Mrs.  M.Segur. 

300 
781 

Circulating 

D,„„.db,  Google 
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PLACE 

'tnoome. 

Own  or  rent. 

TaxaUon 

School  Bldg. 

DonaUoDB 

Pees   . 

Marquette  {Peter  While) 

Ptoea  

City  Hall... 

D,„„.db,  Google 
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Libraries. 


Hoonopea. 

.SSbSi 

Rerarenoe. 

Name  of  UbrarJUL 

Slioursdidly 

3,419 
400 

Circulating 

Uise  Emily  Oliver. 
Mr.  Green. 

DaUy  1-9  P.  M.  and  Sun.  4-6. . 

3,000 
,    800 

900 
200 

Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 
CirculaUng 
Circulating 
CirculaUng 

Wm.  H.  Byroad. 

10orl2  iira-daily 

iso 
i2,m 

»  A.  M.-9  P.  M.  daUy  <a.  Sun. 

Rose  E.  Pdtenaude. 

460 

850 

24,000 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Sophia  B.  Brown. 
C.  M.  Kay. 

Sat.  P.M 

»A.M.-5P.M.,7P.M  »OK.Sun. 

Mrs.  Houghton. 
Joo.  Streetzer. 

Daily 

2  A.  M.-9  P.  M.  week  days. . . 
6  iira.  onTuea.,  Tliur.  and  Sat. 
Saturday 

500 
8.000 
2,200 

ilaos 

■ 

Circulating 

Circulating 

Circulating 

MUs  C.  HoldBworth. 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Hodges. 
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PnbUc  School 


PLACE. 

Ineoma. 

Own  or  rent 

Fines. 

School 

BirmlDg^h&m 

School 

School 

School  

School 

High  school. 

High  8.h00l. 

Rent 

School 

Ta;»tlon 

High  achool. 
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Libraries. 


Ho.„^. 

KiUDber  of 

»»,«,„»„„, 

Roy  Gilbert 

400 

100 
2S0 
224 

1,200 

2,000 

Clr.  among 

pupils.   . 

Reference. 

Inez  O.  Peasley. 

A.  F.  Doyle. 

Closed,  no 
Circulating 

4i  hours  Saturday  P.  M 

A.  W.  Bennett. 
Amelia  Loch. 

1,135 

300-400 

1,000 

Circulating 

Circulating 

N.  H.  Hayden. 

i25 

500 

Circulating 

Principal  of  school. 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 

Circulating 

1,000 

400-600 

600 

1,500 

MtasJ.SlyBeld. 

BA.  M.-4  P.M.  school  days.. 

W.  C.  Weslland. 

Friday  P.  M. 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 

CirculatinK 

E.  L.WrightorDr.Scailow. 
Superintendent  of  schools. 

A.  P.  Cook. 
Miss  A.  Lee. 

2  hrs.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 
School  hours 

1,600 
150 

250 

3,000 

678 

1,400-1,600 

4,000 

200-800 

1,100 

Saturdays  2-3:30  P.  M 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Kate  S.  Hutching. 
George  F.  Manning. 

Edith  Fuller. 

1  to  4  P.  M.  school  days 

200 

3,000 

401 

300 

1,500 

1,000 

1,186 
200 
500 

3.000 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circu  latins 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Relerence. 
Circulating 
Circulating 

Miss  M.  Meyer. 

V.  G.  Mays. 

R  Boughton,  Jr. 

Elizabeth  Hixson. 
Emma  Parmelee. 
Principal  La  Salle. 

2  days  week  2-5,  7-B  P.  M. . . . 
8  hrs.  daily  except  Saturdays 
School  hours 

Friday  P.  .\l 

Isabella  C.  Pyfe. 
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Pablic  School 


PLACE. 

...... 

o..„„.. 

Monej  voted 
DoD&tioDB,  ap 

Vaeear.                 .  . 

WUllamBton .  / 

Ubrary  fund 

Township 


PLACE, 

laooma. 

OwnorrenL 

Erao 

School   ..... 

Appropriation  by  town  board 

Mackinaw  Island 

Taxation 

Town  hall... 

T&ree  Oaks.. :::::::::::;:::::::: 
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Libraries.— Omtmued. 


Bonis  opCD. 

NanbeTor 
Tolumm. 

Nune  of  UbnilBD. 

WednSBday  P.  M.  afterschool 

360-400 

Circulating 
Circulating 

2,800 

2:200 

100 

437 
■    600 

Circulating 

MM.  J.  G.  Huey. 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Principal. 
SuperiDtendenL 

BA.  M.-4P.  M     

340 
275 

Circulating 

J.  Q.  Roode. 

Hoanap«n. 

N0.01 
TOlumea. 

retereoce. 

Nune  of  Ubrarfui. 

20 

200 

1,480 

2,000 

RetercDce. 

Circulating 
Clrculattnj 

Circulating 

10  hrs 

Townahip  clerk. 

500 

Circulating 
Circulallnj 
Circulating 

sSI^!?! ;::;::::::::;:: 

400 
300-800 

Mra.  Wm.  O'Reilly. 

1  hr.  Pri 

aoeed. .'..... 

100 
800 
600-1,000 
100 
400 

720 

.500 

500-2,000 

1.100 

400 

Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 

Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 
Circulating 

H.  L.  Hitzler. 

Sat.  P.  M .... 

W.  E.  Hodgea. 

Mary  Woodruff. 

A.  B.  Way. 
L.  M,  Kay. 

1,500 

Kittle  Voabuiv. 

Sat.  P.  M 

300 

G.  J.  Kansler. 
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Towns  R«portlng  as  Having  No  Ubrailoa. 


Armada. 
Ashley. 

Benton  Harbor. 
Clinton. 
Deerfield. 

Dollar  ville. 


Luther. 
Morenci. 
We  way  go. 
Ontonagon. 
Ovid. 

Stand  Isb. 

Vaasar. 

Williamston. 


Gaylord. 
Howard  Ciiv. 


REPORTS  FROM  CITIEN  AND  TII.I.AGKS  BATING  ESTABLISHED   LIBKARIES. 

ALGONAC. 

The  township  library  consiats  of  about  200  volumes  in  a  book  case,  which 
is  always  to  be  found  at  the  home  of  the  township  clerk.  There  is  practically 
no  call  for  the  books.  The  public  school  library  is  confined  to  the  school  en- 
tirely.—W.  E.  Boatwick,  M.  D. 

We  have  no  free  library  except  the  school  and  school  district  library. — D. 
G,'  Imes. 

ALMONT. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  of  the  plan  that  is  contemplated  to  start  libraries 
and  win  be  interested  in  one  that  is  deemed  feasible  by  our  people. — Amelia 
E.  Dickerson. 

AVe  made  an  attempt  twenty  years  ago  which  was  a  failare,  the  books  were 
bonght,  rooms  secured  aod  opened  and  papers  and  periodicals  provided.  It 
was  popular  for  a  short  time,  but  was  finally  closed  for  lack  of  patronage. 
Think  one  could  be  maintained  in  so  small  a  place  only  by  taxation  of  public. 
What  are  your  plans  ? — C.  R.  Fergnson. 

AU  SABLE. 

If  some  of  oar  influential  people  could  be  interested  I  cannot  see  why  we 
should  not  have  a  public  library,  if  small,  and  I  understand  our  good  townsman 
H.  N.  Lond,  has  already  started  the  movement. — Margaret  Duncan. 

It  would  add  very  mncb  to  the  general  culture  of  this  community  if  a 
library  were  located  here.  Very  few  Dooksof  high  grade  go  into  the  homes  of 
a  majority  of  the  people.  People  are  reading,  but  not  standard  literature. 
Several  intelligent  men  and  women  will  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  the  "Board 
of  Library  Commissioners,"— €.  M,  Jansky. 

BAD  AXE. 

I  am  very  glad  the  legislature  of  1809  made  this  proWsion.  I  will  do  all  I 
possibly  can  to  aid  the  enterprise.  We  have  a  large  nii.nber  of  people  here 
who  read  and  would  no  donbt  aid  the  enterprise. — R.  H.  Qrandy. 

BELDING. 

We  have  practically  no  public  library  in  onr  city.  About  six  years  i^o  a 
few  citizens  with  the  help  of  the  Beldlng  Bros.,  the  stik  mannfactarers,,  started 
a  public  library,  but  itbnrned  up  soon  after  it  was  started.    We  have  since  had 
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none.     I  have  heard  that  Bellying  Bros,  have  talked  some  of  startiDg  another 
library  and  farnishiDg  a  home  for  it. — H.  J.  Leonard. 

Yeare  ago  there  need  to  he  a  free  public  librarv,  bnt  burned  during  fire. 
If  the  ladies  here  could  be  induced  to  form  a  Ladies'  Library  AsBOciation  I 
think  we  codM  miee  $100  per  year  for  a  free  public  library.  It  is  needed 
Tory  much.  How  can  we  obtain  books  from  the  circulating  library  at 
Lansing? — A.  L.  Marrin. 


In  connection  with  library  is  a  free  reading  room,  which  is  well  patronized 
by  yonog  people.     We  have  a  good  collection  of  books  for  a  email  library 
and  are  continaally  adding  to  sama — Geo.  h,  Loope. 
BIG  RAPIDS. 

Onr  library  at  present  is  closed  owing  to  a  lack  of  funds.  The  books  are 
much  worn  and  should  be  rebound.  We  are  waiting  to  accnmalate  funds 
sufficient  to  put  it  in  shape  before  opening  it  again.  We  are  also  waiting  the 
ontcome  of  a  law  suit  between  the  aeire  of  the  estate  of  Harriet  C.  Paelps 
and  the  city  of  Big  Kapids.  Mrs,  Fhelpa  bequeathed  house  and  money  to 
found  library  and  the  will  is  contested. — No  name. 

Our  library  was  closed  sometime  ago  on  account  of  funds.  Many  of  the 
Tolnmes  were  not  in  condition  to  circulate  and  we  had  no  funds  to  replace  or 
repair.  With  taxes  of  4^  it  is  idle  to  ask  people  for  money  for  library  pur- 
poses.— A.  W.  Bennet. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

An  open  reading  room  with  all  desirable  classes  of  literature  would  be  vastly 
more  desirable,  bnt  expense  seems  to  preclude  most  of  these  things. — W.  D. 
Clizbe. 

This  association  dates  back  some  S5  years.  Began  by  giving  public  entei- 
tainments  to  raise  the  necessary  money.  Strnj^gled  along  until  they  bad  a 
fine  building  in  the  center  of  the  village,  but  are  some  $2,000  in  debt  on  their 
real  estate.  They  have  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  "  men  folks "  inter- 
ested and  the  ladies  do  all. — E.  L.  Poppletou. 

Onr  town  is  not  now  strong  enough  for  free  library.  It  is  very  hard  work 
to  support  this  one. — Miss  M.  Baldwin. 

BRIGHTON. 

The  trustees  can  give  yon  more  and  better  information  than  I. — Gr.  S. 
Burgess. 

Our  library  is  known  as  the  "Russell  Library,"  and  was  donated  by  tho 
late  Hon.  W.  H.  H.  Russell  by  will.  The  books  are  somewhat  old,  but  gen- 
erally a  good  selection.  There  have  been  a  few  other  books  donated.  It  would 
be  of  inestiniable  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  village  if  this  library  was  larger. 
There  are  many  works  of  value  printed  by  the  United  States  government  %at 
would  be  of  great  value  to  a  library ;  such  for  instance  as  the  state  papers  of 
the  diSerent  presidents,  etc.  Also  works  on  mound  builders,  cave  dwellers, 
deep  sea  sounds,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  your  commissioners  could  not  get 
these  works. — B.  T.  0.  Clark,  Trustee  Russell  Library. 
BRONSON. 

For  the  number  of  volumes  we  have,  it  is  doing  as  good  work  as  we  ought 
to  expect. — Warren  Bough  ton. 

The  library  you  speak  of  might  be  placed  in  with  the  one  that  is  now  here. 
-James  Swain.  *  Dignz.d.;^  LiOO^^lC 
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These  answers  were  fDrniahed  me  bj  the  lihrsriao.     I  have  been  here  bat  & 
brief  time,  hence  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
library,  bnt  believe  the  town  has  eome  very  desirable  books. — M.  P.  Smith. 
BUCHANAN. 

I  think  a  plan  somewhat  like  the  Parmelee  cironlattng  wonld  work  well,  if 
backed  by  the  state. — L.  G.  Avery.  • 

CARSON  CITY. 

I  think  the  Ladies'  Literary  CInb  wonld  be  mnch  interested  in  a  library.  In 
fact  the  question  has  been  before  tbem  for  some  time. — Urs.  Jnlia  Se^ons, 
President 

CA8S  CITY. 

Oor  library  is  managed  by  some  ladies,  but  for  some  reason  the  idea  prevails 
that  it  ie  an  arUtocratic  affair.  I  have  tried  to  have  the  township  take  bold  of 
it  and  increase  same  with  moneys  appropriated  by  the  state.  Thns  far  I  have 
failed.  Should  say  that  the  ladies  wonld  be  willing  to  tnrn  over  the  library 
to  the  village  or  township.  Don't  know  how  the  project  might  be  made  a 
snccess.     Can  yon  give  advice? — 0.  Elump. 

CENTREVILLE. 

Majority  present  at  town  meeting  afflicted  with  '•  taxophobia  " — "  25  cents 
for  woodchncks  ;  not  one  cent  for  library. "  Conntry  residents  patronize  it  a 
good  deal,  bat  it  happens  to  be  the  other  class  who  get  to  town  meeting. — 
B.  M.  Porter,  M.  D. 

Onr  library  ia  an  old  township  library  located  here  and  which  has  been  at  a 
standstill  practically  for  years.  I  would  be  very  desirons  of  seeing  a  special 
library  board,  either  township  or  village,  elected  here  and  then  see  something 
done  to  bring  onr  library  up  to  date.  Gentlemen,  will  you  kindly  explain  to 
me  upon  what  conditions  we  might  have  opportunity  to  have  section  of  the 
state  circnlatiog' library  sent  bereP  I  understand  that  this  can  be  done  free 
of  any  large  expense  to  ns. — C.  0.  Sharp. 

CHELSEA. 

This  is  a  free  public  library  for  Catholics  and  Protestants  and  all  citizens. 
It  is  open  only  on  Sunclays.  Wish  it  coald  be  opened  every  day,  and  espec- 
ially in  the  evening,  for  the  working  classes.  It  is  doing  great  good,  and  is 
under  the  control  of  St.  Mary's  church, — William  P.  Conaidine,  Pastor. 

A  library  anch  as  I  would  advise  would  not  be  of  interest  to  the  general 
public  and  would  not  receive  support  or  patronage.  I  think  a  library  filled 
with  fiction  might  find  someone  to  take  hold  of  it  and  make  it  a  success,  but 
I  have  something  else  to  do. — W.  W.  Gifford. 

Our  town  is  rather  small  to  support  a  free  library.  However,  if  the  poorer 
classes  couid  be  induced  to  patronize  it,  it  wonld  be  an  excellent  idea. — S.  C. 
Stimson. 

CLARE. 

We  intend  to  turn  this  library  over  to  the  city  association,  as  it  will  pledge 
itself  to  give  t50  or  9100  a  year  to  its  support,  then  make  it  free. — No  name. 

There  le  a  circulating  library  here  owned  or  rather  operated  by  a  church 
auxiliary  society,  which  does  a  good  work  among  its  raembers. — C.  W.  Perry. 

Association  library  and  state  traveling  library  will  educate  the  people  to  the 
benefit  and  economy  of  a  free  public  library.  Anyone,  on  payment  of  $1.00, 
becomes  member  of  library  association,  with  all  privileges.     I  find  our  school 
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boards  are  too  conserTative  in  permitting  scbool  libraries  to  circalate  booka  to 


a  permitting 
loDinsoQ. 


e  aaved,  not  need. — S.  0.  Robi 

CONSTANTINE. 

Libntr;  is  not  doing  the  work  it  shonld  for  thepeople.  If  more  centrally 
located  and  open  more  often>  would  be  better. — W.  W.  Harvey. 

It  bein?  a  small  town  (1200),  the  cbancee  are  not  favornble  for  such  a 
library.— B.  F.  Qrenoble.       ' 

COOPERSVILLE. 

The  library  has  been  nnder  the  control  of  the  Bcbool  board  and  received 
very  little  attention. — U.  Dnrbam. 

DBARBORN. 

As  there  ia  only  a  ecbool  library  in  Dearborn  and  tbat  conducted  as  snch 
libraries  generally  are,  cannot  say  as  to  how  any  other  might  do.  Would 
suggest  yon  might  send  to  Mrs.  Jacob  Hall,  president  of  the  Ladies'  Literary 
Clao  here.     She  might  take  it  in  hand,  etc. — £.  L.  Howe. 

DECATUR. 

The  preeent  system  or  association  is  altogether  too  exclnsiTe.  Only  those 
who  are  members  of  the  association  and  paying  the  required  fee  are  priv- 
il^ed  to  Qse  the  books. — Rev.  Geo.  B.  Rogers. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  project  wonld  meet  with  approval  by  the  better 
class  here.  And  I  hope  that  something  may  be  accomplished. — G.  L."  Rose, 
M.  D. 

A  free  poblic  library  is  a  great  advantage  to  any  village  and  I  wonld  be  glad 
to  see  one  here.  I  do  not  know  how  the  people  would  take  bold  of  it. — F.  H. 
Dewey. 

DUNDEE. 

My  ideal  in  a  village  of  this  size  is  to  make  the  school  library  valuable 
for  reference,  and  famish  a  good  class  of  reading  for  the  pnblic  under  care 
and  control  of  the  school  officers. — R.  B.  Davis. 

Send  us  any  information  that  you  may  have  in  reference  to  bettering  our 
library  affairs  and  oblige. — Chas.  E.  Stanger.. 

EAST  TAWAS. 
I  should  very  much  like  a  free  public  library  in  East  Tawas.     It  is  mncb 
needed  and  would  be  appreciated  by  many. — E.  P.  Thomas. 
ESCANABA. 

We  believe  that  the  necessary  improvements  can  be  made  in  this  direction, 
and  are  takiugeteps  to  do  so.  There  is  opportunity  for  a  great  deal  to  be 
done. — R.  D.  Ewing,  Superintendent  of  schools. 

FENTON. 

There  are  some  ladies  clubs  here  that  use  the  State  circulating  libraries 
with  good  resnlts.  Think  there  is  also  a  school  library  in  the  high  school. — 
Vi.  B.  Phillips. 

The  above  remarks  api^  to  the  school  library.  I  think  tbat  is  the  most 
deserving  one  in  town, — Helen  L.  Wood. 


i,>L.ooglc 
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FLUSHING. 

This  IB  called  the  ladiea'  library.  For  the  past  year  or  longer  a  library 
from  LanBing  has  been  circolating,  members  paying  SO  centa  a  year.  When 
read  the  books  are  returned  and  replaced  by  new  ones.  Not  many  avail  them- 
selvBB  of  it.  If  yon  conld  help  in  onr  ladies'  library  we  wonid  appreciate  it. 
1  wonId  like  to  correepond  farther  with  you  regarding  help  for  oar  library. — 
0.  W.  Tock. 

FRANKFORT. 

Most  of  the  books  in  this  library  were  selected  and  purchased  35  or  30  years 
ago  by  a  number  of  onr  citizenB  who  constituted  the  "Frankfort  Litttrary 
AsBociation."  Afterwards  a  free  circulating  town  library  was  organized  and 
some  volnmes  accnmnlated.  Two  years  ago  both  libraries  were  merged  into 
the  Frankfort  public  school  library  as  above  stated.  Another  year  we  shall 
raise  by  taxation,  two,  three  or  more  hundred  dollars  for  books  to  be  added 
to  the  library  and  shall  be  glad  of  assistance  in  making  snitable  selections. — 
N.  A.  Parker. 

GLADSTONE. 

This  is  a  railrord  town  and  nothing  is  read  but  the  newspapers.  My  wife 
succeeded  in  getting  the  Michigan  traveling  library,  which  is  well  read,  but 
that  is  about  the  limit. — Chaa.  E.  Mason,  editor  of  the  Delia. 

'  GRAND  LEDGE. 

As  a  whole  onr  people  do  not  seem  to  be  what  is  called  "  bookish,"  bat  a 
good  library  would  go  a  loag  way  in  establishing  and  increasing  a  love  for 
books  and  reading  which  in  the  writer's  opinion  would  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  all. — R.  A.  Latting. 

We  have  an  association  library,  but  am  not  positive  about  its  circnlating; 
believe  ladies  onl^  have  been  interested  in  it.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  but  of  slight 
importance  and  is  known  to  not  more  than  35  or  50  persons.  The  city 
library  is  scarcely  a  library,  just  a  few  public  docaments,  excellent  ones, 
however,  it  is  called  a  library  more  with  tne  idea  that  the  name  may  impart  a 
prestige  that  will  cause  it  to  become  a  nucleus.  It  has  the  messages  and  the 
papers  of  the  presidents,  red  books,  etc.  The  school  libraries  circulate  only 
among  those  attending  the  schools;  it  is  probable  that  others  to  a  alight 
extent  conld  borrow  bnt  so  far  as  I  know  only  the  pnpils  avail  themsclvea  of 
the  privilege.  Grand  Ledge  very  much  needs  a  public  circnlating  library;  it 
is  possible  that  a  plan  such  as  the  State  Librarian  can  suggest  would  result  in 
our  citizens  moving  in  the  matter  and  inducing  the  city  council  to  aid. — M. 
C,  Phares,  city  clerk. 

GREENVILLE. 

The  Udies'  library  association  has  a  small  library  largely  fiction  of  limited 

circulation.     There  has  been  agitation  relative  to  a  free  library  and  I  believe 

the  time  is  propitious  now.     Hon.  R.  F.  Sprague  is  much  interested,  as  are 

others  whose  names  I  sent  previously. — F.  Smith. 

HARTFORD. 

I  merely  wish  to  state  that  our  library  was  started  throngh  the  inflnence 
principallv  of  two  ladies  and  haa  been  organized  but  four  ^ears,  and  is  sup- 
ported as  before  stated  by  sale  of  tickets  and  giving  entertainments.  We  have 
731  volumes  and  about  (100  in  treasury.  Any  help  or  advice  would  be  grate- 
fully received,  for  we  have  worked  very  hard  tor  it  thus  far. — EInora  Cham- 
berlain. 
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The  amonnt  which  should  be  ased  from  taxes  has  beeu  pat  in  the  c 
school  fund  and  shoald  be  (by  vote)  used  for  its  proper  ase.  Mrs.  Olney  baa 
been  looking  op  the  matter,  also  Mrs.  Chamberlain  wonld  do  all  she  conld. — 
Mrs.  PaoliQe  T.  Heald. 

HOUGHTON. 

There  is  a  woman's  library  aseoctatioD  at  Hoaghton  aboat  one  mile  distant, 
which  fills  the  requirements  of  a  free  library  to  a  certain  extent. — P.  W. 
Nichols. 

JONESVILLE. 

The  ladies'  library  association  is  a  legal  corporation  started  and  managed  by 
onr  best  ladies.     It  is  not  able  to  incur  the  expense  of  keeping  it  open  as  long 
as  they  much  desire  to  do. — E.  0.  Grosvenor. 
KALKASKA. 

The  trastees  of  oar  school  have  nsnally  appointed- one  of  our  citizens  to 
look  after  the  library,  paying  him  eo  much  a  year  for  his  trouble,  but  the 
library  has  been  used  so  mncb  that  it  really  amounts  to  nothing.  No  now 
books  have  been  added  in  long  time. — Jas.  A.  Harriot. 

LAINGSBURG. 

There  is  a  limited  membershipof  those  most  likely  to  be  interested  in  a  cir- 
culating library  here.  The  number  of  volumes,  however,  is  small,  and  should 
not  affect  the  starting  of  one  such  as  you  coutemplate.  Personally  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  establishing  a  good  library. — P.  L.  Evaus. 

LAKE  ODESSA. 

Onr  school  library  ie  intended  more  especially  (or  the  pupils,  and  very  sel- 
dom enters  the  home.  The  other  library  is  conducted  and  owned  by  the  wo- 
m4>n.  An  association  was  organized  under  the  head  of  "Ladies' Library  As- 
sociation." We  have  a  room  the  nse  of  which  is  given  to  us.  Thursday  after- 
noon it  is  kept  open. — Mrs.  E.  Crane. 

L'ANSB. 

My  observation  is  that  the  people  here  have  a  tasie  for  good  literature,  and 
were  the  attempt  made  I  believe  it  would  meet  with  hearty  response.^Fohn 
M.  Shank. 

LAPEER 

The  ladies  are  negotiating  with  the  school  board  to  consolidate  the  two 
libraries  and  enlarge  their  scope  and  usefulnees. — E.  C.  Roberts. 
LAWTON. 

The  Parmelee  Co.  of  Chicago  has  (I  think)  ten  libraries  of  fifty  volumes 
each  in  the  circuit  which  includes  Lawton.  Every  three  months  there  is  a 
shift  along  the  line  so  that  in  two  years  and  a  half  we  hace  five  hundred  books. 
Only  those  can  draw  hooks  who  paid  *3.00  when  the  library  wa*  started  and  a 
monthly  fee  of  ten  cents.  It  is  a  private  enterprise. — Caryl  S.  Storrs. 
LUDINGTON. 

Our  library  ie  free  but  fines  are  charged  for  books  over.due. — Kate  S. 
HatcbiDS. 

The  building  is  unsafe  as  to  danger  from  fire.  The  librarian  is  careful  and 
tccommodating  and  the  selection  uiirly  good. — G.  T.  Sawyer.     ,  , 
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The  library  je  well  patronized,  well  maDu;ed  and  well  located.  There  ia  a 
demand  for  a  free  reading  room  which  Bhallbe  open  evenings,  bat  the  library 
seeniB  to  be  giving  very  general  eatisfactioD. — G.  N.  Stray. 

LUTHER. 

If  your  board  will  send  an  outline  of  the  work  and  the  probable  expense 
of  starting  and  maintaining  a  free  library  we  will  caDvasa  the  town  and  re- 
port,— n.  W.  Hammond. 

I  do  not  know  that  our  place  of  nearly  1,000  iahabitants  could  afford  to  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  free  library.  Would  be  pleased  to  know  the  plane  of 
your  commission. — W.  B.  Pool. 

MACKINAW  ISLAND. 
Were  the  present  books  contained  in  the  township  library  taken  charge  of 
by  the  public  school  and  others  added,  to  the  library  the  movement  would  be 
an  unqualified  success. — JahieeH.  Began. 

MANCELONA. 

Mr.  Otis  who  owns  a  building  here  offers  to  give  upper  story  for  reading  room 
and  library  and  proceeds  of  lower  room  at  about  ISO  per  month  toward  the 
support  of  same.  Expenses  of  keeping  up  building  to  be  deducted  from  the 
rent.     Correspond  with  Rev.  Mr.  Middleton  on  thesubject. — H,  M.  Goldren. 

MANCHESTER. 
Perhaps  our  library  is  doing  as  good  work  as  possible  in  a  place  of  this  size. 
—Fred  L.  Hall. 

In  my  judgment  an  improvement  conld  be  made  in  onr  township  library  by 
the  addition  of  more  substantial  works  and  by  taking  therefrom  many  of  the 
works  of  fiction  that  are  permitted  to  be  read  by  immature  minds. — F.  M. 
Freeman. 

MANISTIQUE. 

The  libmry  is  not  used  as  much  by  the  general  public  as  it  would  be  if  open 
evenings.  The  patrons  are  principally  school  students.  If  a  public  library 
and  reading  room  could  be  established  in  a  central  location  aud  be  kept  open 
evenings  and  Sundays  it  would  be  well  patronized  and  serve  a  beneficent  pur- 
pose. There  has  been  considerable  talk  of  lute  of  attempting  to  establish  snch 
a  reading  room. — Virgil  I.  Hixson. 

MARCELLUS. 

Tliere  are  or  have  been  two  seta  of  the  special  state  libraries  in  the  village 
in  the  past  two  years  for  club  use.  How  do  you  propose  to  establish  a  free 
library? — Mrs.  Frank  Huber. 

MARLETTE. 

The  township  library  is  I  believe  furnished  with  books  from  some  fund, 
but  the  books  are  old  and  new  ones  undesirable.  No  one  has  any  interest  in  it. 
Many  dollars  are  spent  hero  for  good  books  and  penodicala  and  those  of  ua 
who  have  private  libraries  could  lend  continually. — Mrs,  W.  B.  McOill. 

MARSHALL. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  reach  the  people  through  a  private  aaaociation 
library  (the  school  library  is  for  the  children)  and  we  now  propose  to  give  our 
library  to  the  city.     It  will  either  be  housed  in  a   new  building  for  it  or  else  , 
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liave  B  room  in  the  new  high  school  building  to  be  erected. — Mary  W.  Miller. 

There  is  also  a  pablic  school  library — do  not  know  the  number  of  volumes. 

We  are  agitating  consolidating  the  two  or  making  a  free  library  with  reading 

room  if  some  one  will  fnrnish  a  suitable  bailding.  —  No  name. 

MASON. 

We  have  one  citizen  who  has  talked  some  of  founding  a  free  public  library. 
That  is  the  only  prospect  I  see. — Geo.  M.  Bristol. 

There  is  some  talk  of  consolidating  the  school  and  ladies' libraries  as  a  public 
city  library.  As  the  ladits' library  is  largely  ordinary  current  Action  this 
wonld  not  be  a  good  plan  unless  many  concessions  were  made  in  the  interests 
of  the  school. — E,  D.  Palmer. 

The  ladies' library  is  practically  defnnct.  It  has  been  closed  entirely  for 
some  time.  We  are  chartered  for  30  years  and  don't  know  just  what  to  do.  At 
a  meeting  last  week  we  voted  to  give  the  books  to  the  city  if  we  can  do  bo 
legally  and  the  city  will  accept  them.  A  committee  waa  appointed  to  inter- 
view Mayor  Hemans  on  the  aubject.  We  think  much  of  the  school  library 
outside  of  books  of  reference  might  be  combined  with  the  ladies'  library  in  a 
public  library  but  we  do  not  know  how  the  school  board  feel  in  regard  to  the 
matter.     We  need  a  pablic  library  very  much. — Mrs.  S.  H.  Culver. 

The  matter  has  been  under  discuasiou  here  for  some  years.  There  is  a 
ladies'  library  here  that  is  out  of  use  by  reason  of  the  breaking  down  of  the 
association.  They  are  willing  to  place  their  property  in  a  general  library. 
The  school  library  has  been  growing  but  a  few  years,  but  it  is  well  selected 
and  if  a  general  library  could  be  created  I  feel  sure  the  district  board  would 
vote  the  outfit  over  to  the  general  organization  and  we  would  then  have  a 
goodly  beginning.  Any  suggestions  yon  may  be  able  to  give  would  be  very 
gladly  received. — Lawtou  H.  Hemans,  Mayor. 
MBNDON. 

The  library  is  patronized  by  a  class  of  people  who  want  light  fiction.  There 
are  no  reference  works  of  value  in  the  library. — Y.  F.  Hnntinf;;. 

MIDLAND. 

A  free  pablic  library  has  been  organized  here  and  an  attempt  is  being  made 
to  carry  it  to  snccees. — Herbert  MacCutcheon. 

Does  the  board  propose  visiting  localities  in  interest  of  libraries?  If  so 
under  what  couditionsr  What  first  several  hundred  books  would  it  be  most 
advisable  to  buy? — No  name. 

MILFORD. 

While  the  school  district  will  turn  the  school  library  fund  into  the  tuition 
fond  there  is  not  much  chance.  I  have  induced  tbem  to  stop  above  and  in 
two  years  have  bought  100  volumes  for  school.  I^adies'  library  all  right  and 
ought  to  be  encouraged. — W.  J.  Morrison. 

The  library  at  the  high  school  is  small,  good  and  growing.  The  books 
circulate  freely  among  the  pupils.  The  ladies'  library  association  is  new  one 
with  membership  $1.00  per  year.  Contains  *^46  volumes  is  kept  at  the 
residence  of  the  President,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Wells,  is  open  every  Saturday  after 
Doon.  The  ladies'  library  association  is  governed  by  a  board  of  director 
elected  annually,  same  to  serve  one  year. — Robert  Johnston. 

MT.  CLEMENS. 

Would  like  to  have  our  librarian  have  some  practice  in  the  State  library. — 
3.  C.  Price. 
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NASHVILLE. 

We  have  a  ^ood  school  library  eapported  by  dog  tai  and  annaallj  there  is 
voted  $30  until  last  year.  Books  are  let  out  eyery  Friday  for  two  weeks  to 
pupils  or  others. — Wm.  Boston. 

NEW  BALTIMORE. 

Our  school  library  as  noted  above  is  largely  the  remnant  of  a  defunct  lihrary 
association  that  flonrished  some  10  or  12  years  ago.  The  beat  books  are  about 
worn  out  and  have  been  ao  often  reail  that  they  are  no  longer  in  demand. 
Our  anlTersity  extension  circle  is  made  up  of  a  special  library  from  the  State 
library,  but  the  class  of  books  were  not  of  general  interest. — -v.  0.  Maya. 

I  think  a  free  library  would  be  a  splendid  thing  for  this  town. —Rev,  J,  W. 
Staoey. 

NEWBERRY. 

The  library  has  been  put  in  a  school  room  and  no  one  seems  to  have  any 
authority.  The  school  board  are  supposed  to  look  after  it  but  do  not.  The 
superintendent  at  preaent  attends  to  opening  it  on  Friday  nights  after  achool. 
No  taxes  or  fines  are  given  to  it. — Marie  J.  Gault. 

Many  of  our  books  are  not  euch  as  agood  library  ehould  contain — no  recent 
works.     We  ought  to  have  from  100  to  200  new  books. — Ed.  Johnson. 
NILES. 

The  library  called  ladies'  library  is  in  a  very  needy  condition.  Little 
public  interest  is  manifested  and  it  ia  with  difficulty  it  is  maintained.  The 
membership  ia  about  90  and  many  of  those  only  50  cents  members,  one  dollar 
being  the  fee  for  the  year.  The  50  cents  ones  fail  to  renew  on  time  so  much 
is  lost  that  way. — Mrs.  F.  M.  Gray. 

OIBEGO. 

I  don't  think  I  nnderatand  what  you  mean  by  a  free  library — if  the  State 
wanted  to  put  in  a  free  public  library  I  think  that  room  and  party  to  care  for 
it  could  be  furnished.  Popntation  of  Otaego  village  is  about  2,500. — £.  J. 
Rose. 

PAW  PAW. 

The  library  ia  open  to  the  residents  of  the  school  district  as  above.  We 
hope  to  add  during  the  achool  year  about  200  volumes.  It  seema  to  be  popu- 
lar with  the  people.  We  think  the  standing  of  our  books  ia  better  than  those 
in  the  usual  small  library,  I  am  greatly  interested  in  this  library,  and  will  be 
glad  to  receive  ideas,  suggestiouB,  etc.  We  have  a  very  good  room  that  does 
for  the  present.  We  prefer  to  spend  our  strength  in  increasing  the  number 
of  volnmes  rather  than  in  trying  to  liave  a  building.  The  rnnuing  expenses 
of  the  library  are  nothing  at  preaent. *-R.  W.  Broughton,  Secretary  of  School 
Board. 

I  think  the  present  achool  library  entirely  adequate,  and  do  not  believe 
another  of  any  kind  would  succeed. — W.  Rillefor. 

PENT  WATER. 

Pentwater  library  is  giving  satisfaction  to  all  and  the  people  would  not  be 

without  it.     The  rules  are  not  strictly  enforced  and  books  are  sometimes  lost 

or  mutilated.     The  fines  are  very  seldom  collected.     It  iaa  pleaanre,  however, 

to  see  our  people,  old  and  young,  eager  to  get  the  books. — Fred  Nielson. 
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PONTIAC. 

Two  Hbrariee  in  Pontiac.  One  in  charge  of  a  corporation,  the  Ladies' 
Library^  and  one  which  is  controlled  by  the  board  of  trastees  of  the  city 
Bchool.  The  asaociation  might  be  willing  to  take  charge  of  free  bookB  sent  as 
a  circnlsting  library  gratie.  If  yon  have  an  idea  of  trying  to  start  a  free 
library,  saggeat  that  yon  correspond  with  Joahna  Hill,  who  might  become 
interested  and  has  ampls  means.  The  city  might  take  hold  of  the  matter  ez- 
ceptinc  for  the  fact  tnat  expensive  improvements  have  recently  plunged  it 
into  debt.  Possibly  something  might  be  done  by  co-operating  with  the  school 
board,  of  which  I  think  Hon.  A.  E.  Tripp  is  secretary. — Aaron  Perry. 

The  Library  Association  has  a  new  bniltling  coating  18,000  and  a  library  of 
3,000  Tolnmes,  and  it  seems  as  if  this  ought  to  be  the  nuclens  of  fnture  devel- 
opments. We  have  broached  the  subject  of  consolidation  with  the  pnblic 
school  library,  with  the  proviso  of  keeping  open  every  day  and  making  the 
library  free ;  bnt  aa  onr  bnilding  was  given  to  the  association  and  is  to  revert 
to  the  heira  of  Mr.  Stout's  estate  should  the  association  cease  to  exist,  it  wonid 
he  neceeaary  for  them  to  have  charge,  and  the  board  (school)  claim  the  pnblic 
money  could  not  be  used  in  this  way.  We  would  be  greatly  pleased  if  yon 
wonld  consider  the  question  and  give  na  your  opinion.— Xillian  D.  Avery. 

PORTLAND. 

I  understand  the  tmstees  are  planning  to  bnj  more  books  and  are  cor- 
responding with  several  publication  houses.  If  yon  can  aid  them  in  the 
matter,  it  will  be  good. — John  II,  Stewart. 

QUINCY. 

The  present  library  uasociation  would  be  only  too  glad  to  see  the  present 
made  a  free  library  if  means  were  devised  to  maintain  it.  The  five  ladiea,  by 
Uieir  own  efforts  in  socials  and  lectures,  secure  a  few  books  each  year  and  give 
their  own  time  and  furnish  tickets  at  50  cents  per  annum. — No  name. 

RICHLAND. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  onr  library  is  in  quite  a  flourishing  condition. 
With  the  new  year  we  held  our  annual  meeting,  electing  officers.  There  are 
about  900  volumes  on  our  ahelvea  and  soon  more  are  to  be  purahaaed. — Mary 
Bradley. 

ROCHESTER 

A  town  of  this  size  ought  to  have  a  good  library  of  flrst-class  literature 
only.— 0.  J.  Blackford. 

ROMEO. 

With  present  facilities  for  obtaining  the  books  and  as  constant  additions  are 
being  made  I  hardly  think  much  better  resalta  could  be  had  by  any  system. 
—0.  U.  Bradley. 

There  is  considerable  wealth.     The  people  are  quite  literary  and  I  will  be 
elad  to  do  anything  in  my  power  to  help  establish  a  good  free  library.     The 
high  school  library  is  not  really  a  circulating  library, — Gainer  P.  Moore. 
ROSCOMMON. 

The  books  in  our  library  are  old  and  some  are  in  very  bad  shape.  Our  peo- 
ple would  take  more  interest  in  it  if  new  books  could  be  obtained.  In  my 
opinion  a  free  library  would  be  just  the  thing  for  this  village, — Charles  L. 
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SAGINAW. 

From  a  commnnication  received  from  MisB  Harriet  Ames,  Librarian  of  the 
Hovt  Public  Library,  Saginaw,  the  foUowiog  interesting  facts  hare  been  gath- 
ered: 

The  Hoyt  Library  is  free,  not  only  to  people  in  Saginav,  bnt  to  any  one 
who  wishes  to  study,  whether  or  not  they  are  residents  of  the  city. 

It  is  Bapported  by  an  invested  fund  and  by  mnnicipal  aid  to  the  amount  of 
♦1,000  per  annum. 

The  library  is  governed  by  a  board  of  6ve  trustees,  and  owns  a  fine  build- 
ing, which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $53,000. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.  and  from  7  to  9  P.  M. 
Twenty-foQr  thousand  volumes  are  now  on  the  shelves  selected  with  a  view  to 
all  departmeats  of  study. 

While  the  library  is  strictly  one  of  reference  it  ia  used  freely  by  all  classes 
of  citizens.  Nearly  6,000  children  studied  in  the  library  in  1898.  The  total 
number  of  visitors  to  the  library  iu  that  year  was  34,000,  and  54.000  hooka 
were  used.     Of  this  number  only  3G5  were  fiction. 

The  above  facta  show  the  work  which  is  being  done  in  the  city  of  Saginaw 
by  the  Hoyt  Library,  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  Miss  Ames,  who  has  been 
with  the  library  from  its  inception. 

ST.  JOHNS. 

This  aesociation  is  doing  fair  work  and  is  a  great  help  to  the  town.  It  is 
quite  well  patronized  and  I  think  fairly  supplies  the  needs  of  our  town. — 8. 
B.  Daboll. 

Because  of  the  two  libraries  that  we  have  at  present  I  think  it  would  be 
doubtful  if  another  could  be  maintained.  The  "Ladies'"  is  enpported  and 
managed  by  the  inflnential  ladies  of  the  town. — No  name. 

ST.  JOSEPH. 

About  8,000  volumes  were  drawn  from  the  library  last  year. — E.  P.  Clarke, 
Supt. 

Our  library  is  in  a  very  excellent  condition  and  is  very  well  patronized. — 
Mra.  Lawrence  0.  Fyffe. 

The  town  library  was  given  to  the  city  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
the  school  board.     The  books  are  added  to  yearly  as  the  fund  will  permit  and 
are  chosen  with  special  reference  to  the  demands  of  the  people.     The  refer- 
once  library  is  especially  good  for  a  collection  so  small.  —Mrs.  George  E.  Smith. 
ST.  IGKACE. 

There  are  small  chnrch  libraries  and  one  library  with  a  fee  of  (5.00  for  five 
years  or  less  only  containing  50  books  to  be  changed  every  three  months. 
Number  of  influential  people  would  help  a  library  and  seem  anxious  for  it. — 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Malcrone. 

SALINE. 

Fiction  comprises  very  largely  the  books  selected.  Modern  works  are 
needed.     The  school  board  make  appropriations  as  urged  to  do  so  by  the  su- 

Eerintendent  of  school  and  teachers.  A  good  intelligent  school  board  exists 
ere  and  I  believe  they  will  do  their  part  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
library  if  means  can  be  devised. — F.  J.  Tooze,  Supt. 

SARANAC. 

I  add  some  names  of  persons  who  might  become  interested  if  their  attention 

was  called  to  the  matter:     Wm.  Mercer,   Hortense  E.    Horton,  Mrs.    Philip 
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Tajlor,  Mra.  H.  A,  Ooodell,  Wm.  Fitzgibbons,  Mre.  Homer  Andereoo. — Mre, 
H.  Olmstead. 

SAUGATUCK. 

Public  acbool  has  a  library  of  112  volumes  purchased  and  managed  by  pu- 
pils aod  teachers.  Tvo  churches  have  Sunday  school  libraries.  Some  pri- 
vate libraries  in  the  homes. — B.  A.  Latt-a. 

8EBEWAING. 

Have  had  a  town  library  for  30  years,  within  the  last  two  years  have  started 
district  school  library.  We  appropriate  a  small  sum  each  year  for  its  maiate- 
nance. — 01  ire  Peogra. 

SOUTH  HAVEN. 

The  Byat«m  of  shelving,  record  keeping  by  cards,  etc.,  is  np  to  date,  simple, 
sdmirable.^Rev.  C.  De  W.  Bower. 

I  am  of  tLe  opinion  that  means  shoald  be  used  to  acquaint  the  people  more 
thoroughly  of  the  existence  and  freedom  of  the  library  by  a  card  in  the  pa- 
pers, printed  list  of  new  books,  etc, — 0.  A.  Dean. 

SOUTH  LYONS. 

Weare  very  much  in  need  of  a  public  library  and  reading  room,  a  place  that 
vonid  be  inviting  for  the  young,  bnt  we  are  a  corporated  village  only  and  my 
opinion  is  that  such  a  measure  would  be  voted  down  by  the  voters.  I  am  in 
receipt  of  yonr  last  letter. —C.  C.   Ijockwood. 

SPABTA. 

We  have  an  old  township,  kept  in  a  drug  store,  a  small  stipend  being  paid 
for  care,  etc.  The  novels  are  the  principal  books  read.  Dr.  D.  J.  Wallace 
J.  W.  Hallack  and  C.  H.  Loomis  might  be  interested  in  the  scheme. — J.  H. 
Maynard. 

SPRING  I*AKB. 

Thanks  for  circular  letter.  This  township  now  has  a  good  circulating  li- 
brary and  will  probably  not  make  any  change. — A.  Bilz.  '' 

TECDMSEH. 

Three  years  ago  the  Ladies'  Library  society  donated  to  the  school  district 
ftboDt  1,500  volnmes  provided  a  free  reading  room  and  library  be  maintained. 
At  the  annaal  meeting  the  books  were  accepted  and  the  library  has  since  been 
free  to  residents  of  the  district.  Five  hundred  dollars  are  raised  annnally  for 
its  support. — No  Name. 

THREE  OAKS. 

This  is  a  township  library  and  is  well  patronized.  Patrons  are  allowed  to 
tike  books  home  for  one  week.-^H.  L.  Hess. 

This  township  library  haa  been  in  operation  about  15  years.  Has  done  a 
good  work,  but  conld  be  much  improved  by  careful  and  personal  attention 
of  a  competent  person  giving  entire  time  to  it.  Our  library  has  in  the  past 
beeu  looked  after  somewhat  by  one  of  our  local  ministers,  who  had  the 
authority  to  buy  each  year  from  tSQ   to  $100   worth   of  books.     During  the 

Kt  few  years  this  matter  of  purchasing  has  been   looked  after  largely  by  the 
ird  and  the  librarv  has  been  well  patronized  and  has  done  much  in  the  line 
of  education  in  this  locality. — Wm.  E.  Hall. 

This  library  is  what  is  known  as  a  towship  library  free  to  all  within  the 
township  limits.  We  wonid  like  to  place  such  a  library  as  yon  mention  in 
our  public  echools  if  it  could  be  so  arrauged. — F.  F,  Soveridge. 
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THREE  RIVERS. 

The  receipts  from  taxation  from  so  small  a  locality  are  too  small  to  carry  it 
on  aa  it  shonld  be.  If  it  could  be  helped  by  State  tax  io  some  way  it  would 
be  a  good  thing. — W.  J.  Milletts. 

TRAVERSE  CITY. 

Besides  our  free  library  we  have  a  good  high  school  library;  also  the  I^adies' 
Library  association  have  a  large  library  which  circulates  in  the  homes  of  the 
members  of  the  association.— H,  C,  Davis. 

Some  systematic  plan  for  purchase  of  new  books  is  desirable. — J.  W.  Milli- 
ken. 

TRENTON. 

The  M,  £,  chnrcb  library  contains  volumes  of  science,  travel  and  history  of 
great  value  and  it  cost  very  nenrly  t'fOO  and  I  know  that  the  trustees  of  the 
church  wonid  gladly — free  of  charge — open  the  reading  room  every  day  if 
means  for  keeping  a  librarian  could  be  obtained. — K.  J.  Sundstrom. 

UNION  CITY. 

I  am  ready  to  do  anything  I  can  to  further  the  reading  of  good  books. — 
E.  M.  McElroy. 

VICKSBURG. 

The  free  library  is  the  Schoolcraft  township  library  located  in  Vicksburg. 
A  tax  is  spread  each  year  to  help  it.  The  ladies  have  a  library  of  600  or  7W) 
volumes.  And  there  is  a  good  circulating  library  with  a  good  class  of  books. 
Both  these  and  the  ladies'  library  are  paid  for  by  those  who  use  them. — S.  C. 
Van  Antwerp. 

WAYNE. 

I  think  a  free  library  open  every  night  in  the  week  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  young  people  of  this  or  any  town.  Have  not  only  a  library  but  a  resS- 
ing  room  that  shonld  have  the  best  of  literature  for  their  nse,  and  if  you  have 
anything  to  propose  toward  that  end  write  me  and  I  will  see  what  can  be 
done.  Judging  from  the  bindings  of  the  books  in  the  library  here,  the  books 
of  fiction  are  most  used,  which  is  all  right  to  a  certain  point,  but  not  to  the 
ntter  exclusion  of  other  literatnre.  1  believe  I  can  interest  enough  people 
here  to  give  whatever  yon  propose  support  that  will  he  sufficient. — Owen 
Baymo. 

WHITEHALL. 

Library  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  people. — H.  B.  Carr. 

WHITE  PIGEON. 

If  the  women's  club  could  be  interested  they  would  make  it  a  success. — J. 
R.  Williams. 

WILLIAMSTON. 

Onr  school  started  a  library  last  year.  It  is  kept  in  the  euperinteiident's 
office  and  for  use  of  pupils  onW  during  the  school  hour?.  If  we  had  more 
books  and  a  librarian  appointed  and  let  out  the  books  to  be  taken  home,  of 
course  its  influence  would  be  greater.  We  have  had  little  or  no  help  from 
any  outside  source.  As  aschool  we  are  running  a  lecture  course  this  year,  in 
the  hopes  of  obtaining  more  funda  with  which  to  buy  books.  There  is  also  a 
circulating  library  in  town, — J.  P.  Willson,  Supt.  of  Schools. 

D,..,.,L,ooglc 
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I  have  thoDght  from  time  to  time  that  it  might  be  well  to  secnre  ooe  of  the 
ciroalatiDg  libraries  from  the  state  department,  but  my  own  time  is  so  much 
taken  np  that  I  have  hesitat«d  to  make  application.  I  believe,  however,  that 
this  should  be  done. — Harvey  Tappan. 

A  larger  nnmber  of  books  is  needed.  Nearly  one  hundred  books  are  given 
ont  each  Friday. — J.  Q.  Roode. 


RGPOBTS  FROM  PLACES  HATINO  NO  LIBRARIES. 

ABMADA. 

We  have  qtiite  a  fond  on  hand  and  we  are  not  able  to  use  it  all  with  our 
present  system  of  fnrniahing  the  traveling  library;  would  it  be  advisable  to 
add  to  our  present  system  by  buying  more  books  and  keeping  a  regular  read- 
ing room?  I  think  public  interest  in  a  good  library  could  be  awakened  by 
some  move  in  the  right  direction.  Should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  sugges- 
tions from  you. — C.  H.  Lincoln,  ^ 

If  a  strong  band  could  be  here  to  advise  and  direct  a  single  good  library 
with  reading  room  attached  could  be  established.  In  time  it  vonld  receive 
goodsapport.  Had  it  been  done  two  years  ago  I  do  not  think  it  would  have 
required  mnch  time. — H.  Van  Ommeren. 

ASHLEY. 

We  have  a  school  employing  three  teachers  in  which  I  expected  to  find  a 

enbstantial  library  established,  bnt  instead  of  this  the  only  remnant  in  this 

line  that  I  can  find  is  the  international  encyclopedia. — W.  F.  Cunningham. 

BENTON  HARBOR. 

We  have  money  in  sight  one  year  hence  from  taxation. — E.  A.  Hoffman. 

CLINTON. 

We  are  now  using  one  of  your  libraries  and  find  that  the  demand  for  the 
books  is  beyond  our  expectations.  The  library  is  open  two  nights  per  week 
only  at  the  present  time  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  some  one  to  attend 
to  the  care  of  the  books.  This,  however,  answers  the  purpose  very  well  as  it 
is  nnderstood  by  the  people.  The  management  is  under  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  League  and  the  library  is  kept  in  their  rooms. — W,  S.  Kimball. 

Our  village  nas  1,000  to  1,300  population  with  a  notable  dearth  of  people  of 
means  who  conld  or  would  do  much  for'snch  a  cause. — W.  S.  Whittlesey. 

DOLLARVILLB. 

This  is  a  saw  mill  town,  the  class  of  people  here  have  neither  books  nor  a 
taste  for  books  and  don't  want  either. — N^o  name. 


There  need  to  be  a  very  small  library  here,  but  I  think  the  books  are  most  of 
them  lost.  I  think  it  would  be  very  nice  and  very  beneficial  if  we  could  have 
one. — Mrs.  0.  B.  Morgan. 
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I  wonld  be  glad  to  see  a  library  herej  yet  I  am  afraid  it  woald  be  a  failure. 
If  it  shoald  be  undertaken,  I  will  do  all  tbat  I  can  to  make  it  a  saccesa. — 
E.  S.  Wagar. 

There  is  no  township  library  here.  Library  money  is  naed  for  school  pur- 
poses. This  should  not  be.  The  library  in  school  consists  mainly  of  refer- 
ence books  and  supplementary  readers. — H.  J.  Wilson. 

GAYLORD. 

We  have  no  library  here  save  a  circulating  one  from  the  state. — T.  W.  Buck, 

HOWARD  CITY. 

We  have  a  town  of  1500,  many  factory  men  who  have  no  advantages  and 
who  are  anxious  to  have  both  readinz  room  and  librsry.  Suitable  rooms 
could  be  rented  reasonably.  Will  do  ^1  in  my  power  to  assist. — Rev.  Wm. 
Tern  pieman. 

ITHACA. 

A  ladies'  library  asBOciatioa  was  organized  here  some  twenty-five  yean  aco. 
It  was  maintained  until  about  four  years  ago,  when,  on  acconnt  of  local  dis- 
turbances, it  was  turned  over  to  the  public  school.  At  the  time  the  association 
bad  about  600  volames  in  the  library.  I  shall  be  glad  to  asnst  in  asy  way 
tbat  I  can,  nnd  I  am  snre  there  are  many  others  here  who  will  be  willing  to 
do  likewise, — John  M.  Everden. 

LUTHEPL 

We  have  a  small  school  library  and  a  township  library.  Both  are  in  poor 
condition  and  of  little  service  to  the  public. — E.  0.  Johnson. 

MORENCI. 

The  old  town  libraiy,  fonnded  and  managed  by  the  progressive  women  of 
the  town,  proved  too  big  a  harden  to  be  longer  carried  C^  Uiem,  and  several 
years  ago  was  donated  to  the  high  school.  I  believe  that  many  of  our  inSaen- 
tial  people  feel  that  it  is  a  shame  that  we  have  no  public  library  in  oar  town. 
— Mrs.  W.  Scott. 

NEWAYGO. 

In  years  past  we  have  done  something  at  times  about  library  matters.  Had 
an  association  library  and  quite  a  nice  library,  but  a  good  many  of  the  books 
were  scattered  around  the  country,  and  to  save  what  there  was  left  I  took 
them  to  the  school  library.  We  once  had  a  town  library,  but  that  all  ran 
down,  so  there  are  but  few  books  left.  Our  village  is  thinking  of  taking  a  new 
start  and  if  we  shall  improve  as  we  eipect,  we  may  get  up  life  enough 
to  take  hold  of  the  free  library  matter  as  stated  in  your  letter.  I  will  talk  the 
matter  over  with  our  people,  and  I  think  quite  likely  we  may  take  hold  of  it 
next  year. — John  H,  Simmons. 

Years  ago  there  was  quite  an  interest  started  and  books  bought  and  quite  a 
start  made  toward  a  township  library;  bnt  it  soon  went  down.  The  books 
were  moved  from  pillar  to  post  and  no  one  would  take  any  interest  in  them. 
There  are  some  books  left,  I  think,  and  good  work  could  be  done  if  started 
and  managed  with  some  system. — S.  D.  Thompson. 
ONTONAGON, 

We  had  a  library  connected  with  the  school  before  Ontonagon  was  burned, 
but  none  since.— J.  S.  Nitteraner,  M.  D. 

There  is  something  of  a  literary  spirit  here,  although  it  is  limited  and  needs 
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enconnLgemeot.  However,  I  believe  there  are  people  enough  interested  in 
sncb  matters  that  a  library  sach  as  described  in  jonr  lettr  conld  be  snccess- 
fnlly  established. — A.  £.  Shnster. 

Before  oar  f^reat  fire  of  Angast  25,  1896,  we  had  a  library  in  connection 
with  onr  high  school,  bnt  since  that  time  nothing  has  been  done  in  regard  to 
same,  hence  we  have  none  at  present.  I  think  if  the  proper  parties  were 
appealed  to  enough  interest  could  be  awakened  bo  that  one  conla  be  started. 
Hise  Ella  A.  Chamberlain,  snperintendent  of  schools  for  oar  township,  was 
formerly  secretary  and  librarian.  There  are  few  amnsements  here  and  since 
fire  spoken  of  the  people  who  almost  to  a  person  lost  all  of  their  belongings, 
have  not  been  able  to  purchase  books  to  any  extent. — J.  J.  Vincent. 
OVID. 

Unquestionably  a  well  chosen  free  library  would  be  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  oar  town. — M.  M.  Martin. 

We  are  quite  a  reading  people  and  many  of  the  citizens  have  quite  good 
home  libraries.  The  hi^h  sonool  has  a  good  school  library  and  the  lower 
rooms  have  each  a  start  in  that  direction,  exclusively  for  the  school. — £.  M. 
Plunkett. 

READING. 

A  Parmalee  circulating  library  has  recenUy  been  introduced  here. 
Personally  I  do  not  think  such  a  library  practical.  There  has  been  some  talk 
dnring  the  last  six  months  of  starting  a  public  library  something  after  the 
methwlof  the  Qnincy  public  library.  Owing  to  a  disastrous  fire  which  visited 
onr  village  August  26  last,  nothing  has  been  done  in  regard  to  the  matter  and 
owing  to  the  extra  expense  necessary  in  starting  a  library  dnriu^  the  cold 
weather  we  have  thought  best  to  wait  until  spring.  In  the  meantime  any  in- 
formation that  you  ean  give  us  in  regard  to  the  matter  will  be  thankfully 
reoeived.  We  fully  agree  with  you  m  regard  to  the  benefit  derived  from  a 
public  library  through  which  onr  citizens  especially  the  young  can  receive  for 
a  trifiing  amount  good  reading. — George  C.  Crane. 

BTANDISH. 

We  are  just  agitating  the  subject  of  a  young  men's  reading  club  with  fair 
promise  of  success.  The  library  commissioners  oosld  help  us  wonderfully. — 
0.  S.  Uommery. 

VASSAR. 

The  library  we  have  is  a  movable  section  library  a  section  of  which  is  locat- 
ed in  one  of  the  several  stores,  the  proprietor  of  which  tends  to  it.  A  nice 
bailding  and  public  hall  and  library  are  needed. — Frances  £.  Townsley. 

The  Parmalee  traveling  librair  baa  a  number  of  sections  here  and  it  has  not 
given  complete  satisfaction.  I  fear  the  time  for  another  library  is  not  now. — 
Austin  E.  Wilber. 

WILLIAMSTON. 

I  presented  the  above  to  the  Woman's  club  and  they  appointed  a  committee 
to  secure  pledges  from  the  various  societies  of  the  town  to  start  a  library  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Woman's  olnb.  We  will  inform  you  later  if  we 
sncceed. — 0.  W.  Beardsley. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSJIIHAL. 


Lansing,  Michigan,  January  31,  1901!. 
Hon.  Aakon  T.  Bliss, 

Oovemor  of  Michigan. 
Sib — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Second  Iteport  of  the  State  Board 
of  Library  ConiBiiesioaerH  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  1902, 
Very  pespeetfully, 

Cyhos  G.  Luce. 

President. 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 


D,„„.db,  Google 


D,„„.db,  Google 


D,„„.db,  Google 


REPORT. 


Three  meetingB  of  the  Board  of  Library  ConiiiiiBsioners  have  been  held 
ID  the  past  year,  as  foDovs: 

April  10, 1901. 
June  4.  1901. 
December  11,  19(11. 

All  meetings  having  been  held  in  the  State  Library. 

Paring  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Board  has  been  largely  elementary, 
the  plan  having  been  to  establish  a  strong  foundation  for  more  rapid 
development  in  the  future.  Two  hundred  and  seven  letters  have  been_ 
written  and  175  received,  all  tlie  correfipondence  having  borne  directly 
npon  the  snbject  of  free  public  libraries. 

Three  documents  have  been  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and  printed  and 
distributed  by  instruction  of  the  Itoard : 

Catalogue  of  books  suitable  for  a  Free  I'nblic  Library. 
Free  Public  Libraries  in  Michigan. 
Women's  Clabs  and  Free  Public  Libraries. 

The  latter  being  the  paper  read  by  the  Secretary  before  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs. 

REQISTBATION     OF    Lmit&BIES. 

The  following  libraries  have  registered  with  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commiseioners,  the  registration  number  being  given: 

Allegan  Co. — Sbelbyville,  dist.  5,  Martin  twp.  No.  6. 
Arenac  Co. — Sterling,  Ledyard  free  library  No.  9. 
Bensie  Co. — Frankfort,  dist.  1,  No,  2. 
■  Iosco  Co. — ^Au  Sable  public  library  No.  1, 
Lenawee  Co. — Tecnmseh  free  public  library  No.  7. 
Ogemaw  Co. — West  Branch  twp.  No.  4. 
St.  Clair  Co.— Riley  twp.  No.  3.  , 

Sanilac  Co.— Speaker  twp.  No.  5.  ,  LiOOQIc 

Wayne  ('o. — New  Boston  public  library  No.  8.  "^ 
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The  following  libraries,  having  the  requisite  number  of  rolumes  on 
their  sheh-ee,  have  received  the  loan  of  books  offered  by  the  Board: 

Martin  twp. — 57  volumes. 
Armada — Two  shipments  of  100  volumes  each. 
Sterling,  Ledyard  free  library — 100  volumes. 
New  Boston  public  library — 100  volumes. 
Alden  public  library — 50  volumes. 


LBCI8LATI0N. 

The  Ipgisloture  of  1901  enacted  the  following  law: 

(No.  19ft.) 

AN  ACT  to  require  county  commissioners  of  schools  to  transmit  lists 
of  public  libraries  and  the  librarians  thereof. 

Tlie  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Section  ].  Hereafter  it  sbnil  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioner 
of  schools,  in  each  county  of  this  State,  in  the  month  of  June  in  each 
year,  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commis- 
sioners at  rinsing  a  complete  list  of  all  libraries,  other  than  personal 
libraries  within  his  county,  whether  township,  school,  district,  village 
or  city,  together  with  the  names  and  post  office  addresses  of  the  librarians 
thereof. 

Approved  June  3,  1901. 

Acting  under  the  law  circulars  and  blanks  were  sent  to  the  county 
commissioners  of  schools  in  each  county  with  the  request  that  the  sta- 
tistics be  gathered  and  returned  to  the  secretary.  Two  thousand  five 
hundred  blanks  were  sent  out  and  about  1,200  have  been  returned,  only 
about  50  per  cent  having  complied  with  the  law.  With  the  aid  of  informa- 
tion gatltered  from  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
statistics  of  nearly  6,000  libraries  have  been  tabulated,  showing  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  library  conditions  in  Michigan.  The  results  of  this  investiga- 
tion are  not  encouraging.  Twenty-two  counties  have  made  no  report, 
and  in  others  only  a  few  townships  and  districts  have  filled  and  returned 
the  blanks.  The  returns  so  far  as  we  have  received  them  show  4,427 
libraries  in  the  State,  containing  1,309,174  volumes,  |33,441.80  having 
been  expended  for  books  in  1901. 

The  appended  statistics  show  library  conditions  by  counties  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  gather  them  from  the  blanks  which  have  been 
returned.  The  report  is  necessarily  very  incomplete  from  the  fact  as 
stated  above  that  only  about  50  per  cent  of  the  blanks  sent  out  by  the 
Boar<]  were  returned,  linough  is  shown,  however,  to  justify  the  opinion 
that  the  diversion  of  library  funds  from  the  purchase  of  books  to  general 
school  purposes  has  been  ruinous  to  the  growth  of  township  and  dis- 
trict libraries  in  Michigan.  The  short-sighted  policy  which  has  deprived  the 
residents  of  the  rural  districts  of  good  literature,  has  towered  the  ilitel- 
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lectoat  etanding  of  the  coinniuDity  and  has  taken  from  the  people  the 
means  of  self  edncatioo.  The  children  bare  lost  the  benedts  of  aupple- 
meotary  reading,  and  those  who  hare  been  obliged  to  leave  school  at  an 
early  age  are  debarred  from  the  means  of  self  culture  furnished  by  well 
selected  t>ook8. 

Hon.  John  D.  Pierce,  who  made  a  life  study  of  education  and  who 
is  known  as  the  father  of  oar  common  school  system,  in  a  report  made  to 
the  l^slatnre  in  1836,  said: 

"No  means,  next  to  the  establishment  of  schools,  can  be  more  admir- 
ably adapted  to  the  Intellectual  and  moral  culture,  the  improvment  and 
progress  of  the  people  in  knowledge,  than  the  founding  of  well  selected 
libraries." 

That  there  is  a  desire  for  good  reading  on  the  part  of  rural  communi- 
ties has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  eagerness  with  which  they  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  traveling  libraries  and  other  helps  given  by 
the  State,  none  of  which  however  can  take  the  place  of  a  public  library 
owned  by  a  town  or  district,  and  controlled  by  legally  constituted 
authority.  That  each  town  in  the  State  should  have  such  a  library  or 
libraries  was  the  plain  intent  of  the  constitution  and  of  subsequent  legis- 
lation. Whatever  diflference  of  opinion  there  might  have  been  as  to  the 
relative  merit  of  township  and  district  systems,  there  was  none  as  to  the 
vital  necessity  of  libraries  as  indispensable  factors  in  the  educational 
plan  of  the  State. 

From  reports  received  by  the  Board  from  different  points  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  a  growing  interest  in  the  establishment  of  free  libraries, 
and  that  it  onlv  needs  prompt  and  united  action  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  and  teachers  of  schools  aided  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
bring  the  library  system  of  Michigan  up  to  its  proper  standard,  and  to 
give  to  the  people  of  the  State  the  library  privileges  planned  for  them  by 
the  coostitntion  and  by  early  legislation. 
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AnnJeJ.LaDgblln. 

41 
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1 
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Betarenco 
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log. 
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: 
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^^S^rTi' 
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{gdj*'r.D|- iwo 

Own.. 

Bub.«idTii 

Sg:  K:S:.:::.:;;:::;  :::::: 

8  B... 

Sobool 
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Own.. 

mS"S™'d  I'li 
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iowaihip.'.'. 

Cliiiiutiiiil 

i 

NorthBr.Doh.D.1 i 

j 

1 
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Vol- 

■bXea 
Dec., 
1901. 

run- 

Dec., 

Booki 

1 

85rtDg 
books. 

"dlr 

"S" 

Librarian. 

Bemarka. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

0  report  to  board. 

0  report  to  board* 
o  report  to  board, 
orep^t  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

2G 

2 

HOO 

2» 

DelU  Bollock. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

43 

» 

MOO 

C.  H.  N^'lor. 

No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

40 

E 

EllaFhelpe. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  boanl. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 

g 

M 

138 



20 

NoIlpS?lWbo!Sd: 

No  report  to  boanl. 

W 

.... 

»oa 

D.  H.  Butier. 

» 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 

No  report  lo  board. 

No  report  lo  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  Ml  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 

!0 

; 

1 

la 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 



No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  lo  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 
No  report  lo  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

2 

1 

1 

2» 

' 

LiOOQlC 

LIBBABT  GOHMISSIONEBS. 
Public,  School  and  SooUty  Liirariet  in  Miohigan. — CoitTinum. 
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School;::::: 
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1 
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IBM. 

puen 

■belvee 
Oct., 
IMl. 

Book* 

,S5. 

™r 
books. 

Clr- 

"2° 

Book* 

Librarian. 

Remarka. 

3a 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

£S 

Z8T 

JohnFleei.Jr. 

' 

No  report  lo  boanl. 

TO 

76 

Fred  Alklnion. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

100 

100 

Marvin  La  Core. 

No  report  to  board. 
NofepSrttoboard; 

Geo.  Fnllck. 
RoxK.Tboma.. 

" 

* 

(13  7S 

180 

» 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

2 

No  report  to  board. 

12 

16 

Wm.Dallon. 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

I* 

B 

M,905 

10 

Alfred  A.  SoMloDi. 
Margaret  F.Jewell. 

u 

1.000  OD 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

io 

10 
£00 

TO 

Carrie  E.  Oreitory. 
Earl  R.  Rloe." 
L.  H.  RIobarde. 
F.Knoph,Jr. 

23 

MOO 
WOO 

■,:».i  « 

90 
2 

ns 

2,200 

3.000 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

2B 

14  00 

Teaober. 

No  report  to  board. 



2 

32 

000 

140 

FeterH.Bonton. 

IrSSS 



K 

I 

200 

W.  W.  AnnUrong. 

nS  report  to  board: 

:::::::: '» 

s 

400 

atEu'S: 

No  report  to  board. 

14 

Mo  report  to  boardl 
No  report  to  board. 

« 

300 

H.C.  RVlan. 

No  report  to  board- 
No  report  to  board. 
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County,  city,  district, 
townlhip  or  vlll>«e. 
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CUu. 
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or  clrcu- 
Utlng. 

Own 
rent 
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Support. 

g 

Ottlogue. 

Lenawee  Co.— Con.; 

School 

School 
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Own.. 

1887 

School 
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School 
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1890  ,  School 
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... 

18»«|Soliool 
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1 
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1 
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im 

Free  public 
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im 
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Vol- 

Book! 
added 

, 

pefd-ed 
'daring 

booka. 

bc^b. 

"S' 

Llbr«rU.n. 

K...rk., 

No  report  to  board. 

1 

low 

SiSiA'S^.. 

" 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  boarii. 
No  report  to  board. 

us 

30 

W 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

1 

J 

7 

Frank  J.  Button. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
Ko  report  to  board. 

» 

No  report  to  board. 

Jennie  Potta. 
WlnnUredBradleb. 

M 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

2 

sua 

■!S 

Mn.J.  M.  We«t. 
atanlera.  Brulbb. 

3 

IZD 

No  report  to  board. 

" 

1. 

O.JajrMcCrillea. 

W 

^ 

10  00 

87 

« 

No  report  to  board. 

Allen  Pack. 

No  report  to  b6ard. 
No  report  to  board. 

M 

1 

WJ 

Margaret  A.  PUer. 

No  report  to  board. 

431     Mrs.  Marj  HBrUn. 

u, 

1 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

i               i 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

TresaleJ.Roeen. 

1 : 

xS"pS"wbo»Id: 

i        ..    B 

»00|           980 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Arner. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  reiiort  to  board. 
Nore|«.rttoboard. 

Adarulckler. 

,  ,00<-7W 
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Public,  School  attd  Society  Libraries  in  Miohtgan. — Continued. 
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•5 

CUu. 

%sst 
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Bnpport. 

1 

Catalogue. 

Lenawee  Co.— Con..- 
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gifTr^K:::;::::;::. 

l«w 

School 
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Own.. 

TU.MldtlDM 

gSlilS'gi ;■•::■ 

■^h^iiv.:::: 

■^"- 

■i^«:::::::; 

■iiV-"  

SKi!;;:;;;:::- 

IBM 

School 

H:: 

SSi:;;;::;;: 

.!*^. 

FreepnbUc. 

Sotb 

Own.: 

Ita.Mdilnei 

D. 

ie«6 

Own.. 

Llvljx^^n  CO,   ^ 

Bri|hton,D. 

S'S!!.'::--:. 

:::::::::::::::::::■ 

LiOOglC 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT.  95 
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Vol- 

■€•- 

mi.' 

nun- 

f 

Booki 
added 
dar- 

i 
1 

£ 

Ex- 

book*. 

bo^ki. 

nwdfor 
refer- 

Librarian. 

...... 

30 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

20 

HonrjJ.  MUler. 

No  report  lo  board. 

12 

Chwle*  B.  Ford. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

* 

■ISO 

to 

B.  r.  BOA. 

No  report  to  board. 

NSrepSrtw  board; 

No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
Mo  report  to  board. 

1 

IT 

1 

flO 

Leroj  Billings. 

111 

1 

No  npoit  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 

3 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  lo  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

* 

^ 

1 

3,SjJ 

2 

21 

340  00 
104 

35,000 

Mr*.  6.  J.  Hoe;. 
Cbarle*  W.  Allen. 

30 

No  report  to  board. 

» 

]» 

20 

60 

L.  n.  Pearwn. 
K.  W.  Rudeilll. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

1 

It 

1 

r; 

NS«pS"SbS;^: 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  lo  board. 

12 

No  repSftM  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

IB 

j 

1 

No  report  to  board. 

a 
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Public,  School  and  Society  Librartea  in  JSohigan. — Continued. 


iJJX'Sv'iSK'- 

1-^ 

otdreu- 
iRting. 

Own 
baUd- 

iDf. 

Snpport. 

: 

Otalogoa. 

LivlnntoD  Cn.— Con..' 
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SS;:!l'gi:-:":"i:::::: 



Udie.'Ub'j 
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!«.. 
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Rent.. 

Printed 

Rent.. 
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_ 
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pbleU 

abelTca 
Dec., 
IMl. 

Book! 
,'Sfr. 

I 

Ex- 
pended 
daring 

rear 

boSki. 

Cir- 
caUUon 

of 
booha. 

"S' 

Librarian. 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

11 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  JSpSrt  ttl  board! 

No  report  to  board. 

11 

i.too 

10 

No  report  to  board. 

16 

No  report  lo  board. 
No  report  to  boMd. 

No  report  lo  board. 

2S 

SO 

1.MS 

Hn.  Wm.  McRm. 

No  report  to  board. 

12 

Wallace  Ruaael. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

■ 

'S 

'S 

c'B.mmMton. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  t..  board. 

9 

9 

Joieph  L,  BeloDsa. 

No  report  W  board: 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 

300 
2> 

1,S» 

1 

No  report  to  board. 

No  ESpJw  board! 
No  report  lo  board. 

I 

M 

B 

[               ' 

So  report  to  board. 

a 
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S!S::S:r;::;;:::::: 

::;::::; 

M»l.t.eCo.: 



gl™-'?' 

r      ,- 

t  .niHyir 

SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT.  99 

Public,  School  and  Society  lAbrariea  in  Michigan. — Continued. 


Dec., 

1«01. 

Fun- 

ibe^e* 
Dec., 

added 
year. 

1 

1 

Ex- 
pended 

culatlon 

"refer-' 

Ltbrartao. 

Remama. 



7 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board  i 

N^repSSw  board! 
No  report  to  board, 

No  report  to  board'. 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

1 

a 



10 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

4 

100 

' 

No  report  to  board. 

nS  report  "board; 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

Mo  report  to  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

S 

T7 

27 

e 

A) 

32 

W 

siSiS 

2 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board! 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

M 

32 

S3 

Ma 
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ing. 
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D. 
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D. 
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«!?SCt 

j 

;            1 
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dor- 

Bi- 

year 
bX. 

Clr- 
bo^ki. 

Booke 
used  lor 
refer- 

Librarian. 

Kemarki. 

•«l 

M 

No  report  to  board! 

NorepSttoboard: 

No  flpSft  S  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

sSksS 

NSJ^ftwboart! 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

1! 

t» 

SS 

1 

IfO 

IS 

27 

i 

ss 

22S 

„ 

u.ei2 

MO 

900 
33S 

«) 

n.ioioo 

»,000 

Mr*.  Zada  Flake. 

M 

29S24 

20,Ut 

10.6«3 

RoaeE.Patenaude. 

a 

2.000 

1.000 

aeo.M»^>onald. 

No  report  to  board. 
NoreJ^ttoboard. 

a 

6» 

SO 

Henry  E-Johnaon. 

No  report  to  board! 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

nSJ^S  to  board! 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

30 

249 

<»»l 

<3 

set 

H 
N 

no 

I 

68 

» 

No  report  to  board. 

■5 

TO 
«0 
«0 

No  report  to  board! 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

8a 

61 

Emma  H.  Squire. 

14 

No  report  to  board. 

».!?§(}  R*""- 
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1 
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' 
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Public,  School  and  Bomety  Librariea  in  Miohigan. — Contihued. 


Vol- 

"1 

Pun- 
l>ec., 

as 

1 

bo^ki. 

™SS.. 

"S" 

Librarian. 

Remark.. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

SJUSpSStobSSd: 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

20 
40 
AS 

Jennie  Cook. 

i» 

No  report  to  board. 

No  JegSrtW  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

NSHp^rttob^d: 

No  report  to  board. 

i.m 

10 

No  report  to  board. 

No  report  W  board! 
No  report  to  board. 

No  repass  board! 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

w 

4S 

n 

Hra.L.H.HIer. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board! 

0  report  to  board, 
o  report  to  board. 
0  report  to  board, 
o  report  to  board, 
o  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

nS  report  »  board! 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

as 

90 

IB 

30 
174 

1T4 

Wm.  F.  Amiatning. 
Mr«.aa™hI«oe. 

i£ 

No  report  to  board. 

^ 
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No  report  to  board. 
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No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

IBB 



2 

Hoy  wniett. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

26 
«0 

■■•s 

No  report  to  board. 

is 

« 

Emu  Manoel. 

A 

ssgssg 

13 

n 

No  report  to  board. 

tssw 

Feter  Oarrlgan. 
Artbnr  Balden. 

CO 

«D 

is" 

No  report  to  board. 

• 

2S 

B.E.8«em. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

a 

N 
W 

10 

SB 

1        - 

w 

Principal. 
L.E.Bentlej. 

200 

«, 

nS  n^n  w  boardl 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 

10 

::::|:::z::::::: 

J 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

m 

«0 

7 

«l 

1 

30 

a 

G 
38 

0 

No  report  to  board. 

1 

No  report  to  board. 

Jane  Steveni. 

s 

No  report  to  board. 

nSmpS"  WboJd: 

No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 
No  report  to  board. 

« 

3S 
SB 

a 
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LETTER    OF    TRANSMITTAL. 


Lansing,  Michigan,  December  31,  1902, 
Hon.  Aaron  T.  Bliss, 

Governor  of  Michigan. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  third  report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Library  Commissionera  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1902. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pbtes  White, 

President. 
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ACTS    AND    RULES    GOVERNING     THE    STATE    BOARD    OF 
LIBRARY    COMMISSIONERS. 


ACT  Ko.  115,  PUBLIC  ACTS,  1899. 

AN  ACT  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Library  Commiasionera,  to  promote 
the  establishment  and  efflciency  of  free  public  librariea,  and  to  provide 
an  appropriation  therefor. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigun  enact: 

Sbc.  1.  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  conaeot  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  four  perBonp,  residents  of  this  State,  wlio,  together  with 
the  State  Librarian,  who  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio,  shall  couBtitnte 
a  board  of  library  commissioners.  Two  memt>ere  of  said  board  shall 
be  appointed  for  a  term  of  four  years  and  two  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
and  thereafter  the  term  of  office  simll  lie  four  years.  All  vacancies 
occurriug  in  the  appointive  membership  of  said  board,  whether  by 
expiration  of  term  of  office  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  the  (lovernor, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  library  commission  to  give  advice 
and  counsel  to  all  free  libraries  in  the  State,  and  to  all  communities 
which  may  propose  to  establish  them,  us  to  the  best  means  of  establish- 
ing and  administering  such  libraries,  the  selection  of  books,  cataloguing, 
and  all  other  details  of  library  management.  In  January  of  each  year 
the  board  shdil  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  of  its  doings,  of  which 
report  one  thousand  copies  shall  he  printed  by  the  State  printer  for  the 
use  of  the  board. 

Sec.  3.  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  all  free  libraries  orgauir.ed  under  the 
laws  of  the  State,  whether  general  or  special,  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  board  of  library  ronimisBioners,  which  report  shall  conform  as 
Hear  as  may  be  reasonable  and  convenient,  as  to  time  and  form  such  rules 
as  the  board  may  prescribe.  ., 

Ssc.  4.  No  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Library  Com misfi oners  shall 
receive  any  com|>ensation  for  his  services,  except  that  the  board  may 
'  appoint  one  of  their  numl>er  to  act  as  secretary,  and  such  secretary  may  • 
receive  such  sum  as  shall  be  agreed  ufmn  by  the  hoard,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars  annually,  for  clerical  services.  The  board  shall 
be  entitled  to  expend  u  sum  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  any 
one  year  for  supplies  and  incidentals  and  for  the  actual  and  necessary 
expenses  of  its  members  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  accounts 
of  .the  board  shall  be  audittti  by  the  State  Itoard  of  Auditors,  and  paid 
oat  of  the  general  fund. 
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Bec.  5.  The  Auditor  General  shall  add  to  and  incorporate  with  the 
State  tax  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  every  year 
thereafter,  the  sura  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  be  asseBsed,  leried  and 
collected  as  other  State  taxes  are  aSBessed,  levied  and  collected,  which 
sum  when  collected  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  general  fond  to 
reimburse  it  for  the  buuih  authorized  to  be  expended  under  this  act. 

This  act  is  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  June  1,  1899. 

'       '  Bm.ES  AlM>PTt:P  BY   BOARD '6i"'l^iBSAKr' JCOMitl^liJNBbiaf  /         '-':).' 

Free  public  libraries,  township  anil  public  school  libraries  in  the  State 
of  Michigan  may  become  registered  with  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  by  complying  with  the  following  rules,  formulated  by  the 
Board : 

(1)  All  registered  librarieB  musf  1)6' free  to  the  public. 

(2)  The  libraries  must  have  ft  suitable  custodian  and  be  placed  in  a 
room  properly  provided  with  book  sbelvAs'  and  tables,  itnuet  b^  o^u'tb 
tbe  public  at  least  part  of  two  days  in  the  week;  .  rr,  .  ,]:;,  ..-.,  ,,| 

(3)  A  township  library  applying  for  registration  most  «gT<eett<>'use 
the  fines  as  provided  in  Article  13,  Section  12,  Constitution  of  Michigan 
exclusively  for  library  purpose. 

The  above  named  section  reads  ^  follows:  .,       . 

Sec.  12.  The.  legislature  shall  also  provide  for  the  establi^liLni^'lli't  9^  ftt 
least  one  public  library  in  each  township  and  city.'  and  all  i^nea  asses^d 
and  collected  in  the  several  counties  and  townships  for  any  breadi'bf'th^ 
penal  laws  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to, the  use  of  such  libraries',' .bnless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  township  board  of  any  township,  or  the  board  of 
education  of  any  city:  Provided,  That  in  no  case  shall  such  fines  1>4  ii'se3 
for  other  than  library  or  school  purjtQses.  ,  '        .   ,   '"".     ,■'' 

(4)  A  yearly  report  must  be  made  to  (he  Stiite  Board',o',r.ibrary 
Commissioners  by  the  officers  of  the  registered  Ubrarie-S.  Blanks  for  the 
report  will  be  furnished  by  the  Board,  ,  .    i   ,,., 

The  rules  having  been  accepted,  a  certificate  of  registration  .will  ite 
issued  by  the  Board  .to  the  applying  library,  which,  by  the . transaction, 
will  receive  the  following  advantages:  /,,.,■ 

(1)  Begistered  libraries  shalHw  entitled  to  receive  (rqm  the  Board  o^ 
Library  Commissioners  advice  and  aid  regarding  the  purchase,  classifying 
and  cataloguing  of  books,  and  information  on  all  subjects,  relating , to 
the  care  and  management  of  libraries,  ■    j-. 

(2)  Catalogues  of  the  Michigan  State  Library  shall  be  placed  in  a^I 
registered  libraries,  and  a  book  or  books  may  be  borrowe.d  troin  the  Stat^ 
Library  for  a  limited  time  by  patrons  of  the  registered  library,  j  These' 
loans  will  b&  made  on  request  of  the  local  libi;arian  and  transportation 
expenses  must  be  paid  by  the  borrower. 

/(3)  Registered  libraries  may  procure  copies  of  State  documents  upon 
•  request  made  to  the  secretary  of  tlie  Board  of  Library  Commissioners. 
(4)  Free  public  libraries  incorporated  under  Act  164  of  .the  Pubjic 
Acts  of  1877,  and  organixed  aftpr  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners,  upon  notification  to  the  Board  .that  they  have 
an  established  library  of  at  least  one  hundred  volumes  otber  (ban  St^te 
or  government  docuinents,  and  upon  furnishing  a  Ijst  of  said  books  tf[Q 
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the  Board  may  receive  fcom  the  State  a  loaa  of  oue  hundred  TOlnmes  to 
be  selected  from  the  lists  furnished  by  the  Board.  Said  books  to  be  re- 
turned within  six  months  unless  an  extension  of  time  Ib  granted  by  the 
Board. 


ACT  NO.  199,  PUBLIC  ACTS,  1901. 

AN  ACT  to  require  County  Commissioners  of  Schools  to  transmit  lists  of 
Public  Libraries  and  the  Librarians  thereof. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

SecTioN  1.  Hereafter  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioner 
of  schools,  in  each  county  of  this  State,  in  the  month  of  June  in  each  year, 
to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commission- 
ers, at  Lansing,  a  complete  list  of  all  libraries  other  than  personal 
libraries  within  his  county,  whether  township,  school  district,  village  or 
city,  together  with  the  names  and  postofSce  addresses  of  the  librarians 
thereof. 

This  act  is  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  June  3,  1901. 
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REPORT. 


Four  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Library  ComiuiBsioDerH  were  beld  during 
the  past  year. 

July  6,  1902. 
September  7,  1902. 
Octolfter  7, 1902. 
March  7,  1902. 

At  the  meeting  of  July  6th,  Mr.  Peter  White  was  elected  preBident,  and 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Spencer,  secretary. 
The  following  publications  have  been  issued  by  the  Board : 

Second  annual  report,  1901. 

Legislative  history  of  towaehlp  libraries,  In  Michigan  183S-1901,  'compiled  by 
Lewis  H.  Miller. 

One  thousand  copies  of  the  latter  document  were  ordered  printed  for 
distribution,  it  being  clearly  shown  by  this  history  that  the  decline  of 
the  library  system  of  Michigan  is  owing  to  the  diversion  of  funds  which 
the  builders  of  th«  constitution  fully  intended  should  be  used  for  library 
purposes. 

REGISTRATION  OP   LIBRARIES. 

The  follOTTing  libraries  have  registered  with  the  Board  since  the  last 
report: 

Alden,  Custer  Township,  District  No.  6. 

Bath  Township  Library. 

East  Tawas,  Free  Public  Library. 

LiTOnla  Township. 

Munlsing  Township  Public  Library. 

Hancock  Free  Public  Library. 

Harbor  Springs  T.  M.  C.  A.  Library. 

Hersey  Public  School  Library.  , 

Total  number  of  registered  libraries — IS. 

The  following  libraries  have  borrowed  100  books  under  the  registra- 
tion plan : 

Armada. 

Bath. 

East  Tawas.  ' 

Hancock. 

Harbor  Springs.  C^,-.,-.,-,!,, 

Martin  Township.  Dig:  izsd  by  V^iOOQIC 

Sterling.  ^' 
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SUUUakg  of  books  loantd  to  regi^ered  librariu. 


Name  of  library. 

No. 

Circu- 
lation. 

Number 
readers. 

4c 
40a 

3a 
6 

13 
17 

.33  ' 

7f 
56ff 

2- 
42a 

lib 

39 

27 

41 

18ft 

42f 

lb 
52d 

278 
239 

107 
74 

m 

126 
-.,     12a 

38 

,1M 

"    80 

29 

138 
207 
-       202 
320 
219 
177 

.176 
.196 

New  Boston  Free  Public .,, ,. . ., 

Sterling  Free  P^iblic 

29 
15 

C«rterTow«hip.(Aldan)..., .-..y...- '..  .1,... 

:   30 

33 

.     14 

Harbor  Springs  Y.  M.  C.  A ^ 

'  While  the  registration  of  libraries  has  been  of  eloWergrowth  than  Was 
anticipated' by  the  Board,  it  is  doubtless  fine  to  tlie  diflBcnltyof  getting 
the  information  regarding  the  eyst^  ihto  the  hands  of  the  teachers  and 
educators,  the  very  localities  which  are  most  in  need  of  help  beii^'  the 
most  difBcult  to  reach. 

,  That  the  attention  of  the  pnblic  may  be  called  to  fhe  aid  whidi  the 
State  is  prepared  to  give  to  localities  organizing  free  public  libraries,  the 
law  establishing  the  Board  of  Library  CommisBioners  and  the  roles 
adopted  by  that  body  have  been  embodied  in  this  report,  (See  pagefi.) 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  communications  from  commissioners  of 
schools  r^ardiug  library '  conditions  in  their  respective  counties.  Also 
to  articles  by  Mr.  W.  A.  French,  Deputy  Bnperintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction; and  Mr.  B.  T>.  Bailey,  Commissioner  of  Bchools  of  Otse^ 
county.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  have  had  a  wide  experience  in  ednca- 
*  tional  Work  and  their  recommendations  are  entitled  to  attentive  con- 
sideration. . 

LIBItART   EXTENSION. 

For  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  growing  interest  in  library  exten- 
sion, the  secretary  of  the  Commission  visited  the  following  places :  Caro, 
October  8,  1902,  by  invitation  of  the  "Wixson  Club;  Ionia,  November  8, 
1902,  by  invitation  of  the  Woman's  Club.  Great  enthnsiasm  was  maniJHt 
at  both  of  these  meetings  and  the  establishment  of  free  pnblic  libraries 
in  the  near  future  is  assured.    The  success  of  the  movement  will  be^tiie^ 
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direct  result  of  vigoi'oiis  iiction  on  the  part  of  the  club  women.   Detailed 


I.Albioni.ui    mIi    Mi'i  '111!  •<!    '<,Mii-i-'ui|iMnnoad.-' ' 
I ,  JsIwetDlng;^ 


*m>'":^r-i ,„  ■.ip.,.i-..,i.u  n.jBiweroinf 

BentoD  Harbor,  ,  ,  Jackson,, 

Caro.        '  ■""'■■'  ■■'•'  ■■•  ■■"  '*  "  ■  lialSmazo 

Charlotte.  Lanalng. 

Dowaglac.  -i       i.      '  .iManlatee; 

BacanabB.  Mt.  Clemens. 

.iPllnl. -,li:.  M     I,.    ,r.,-„\<    .Im'.II.   "    -  .NlirtJ     r...ll    ■ 
.,  J^FAHuromt  i 


i.  ,  St.;  Joseph, 


'■MO*tllT     '"Ml"'       '"'^'i  '  ■■'"    '"  "^'gSull  Ste.'Warie.''""         '', '■    "   "'\ 

'Hudson.  ''■■Ii  "I  ••■■I':  H'  "  'm'-!I'  '■     I'TteutUiefa:''  """'"    '■"  '  ■i^i'ii.i 

Ionia.  ■•ii:i-:"™i«ee'RlveiB,i'l  I"",.!  ■.,:, 

.>,fW(^.M'tH''Wn-.,  1,- ..:.!■,:  ,..,!•,,  II TpaWfltCltj-.ini. I- ■    -i  ■..■,,..;!  -.r 

In  ^  fioweii  a'rfne'  piero  of  tui^iicrtj-,'  jncatpd ,  in'  'tliit^  ji^rt  ,of,  '{l^e^  ci,t.y  Ua,8 
been  giyeu'  bjjl'  the  McPhei-fiop  |W,('tl(^f"S^, thg  .libr^'y  fj>,,|>ft,piace4  ip  ,the 
center  of'tlie  aqu^re.'^''^^    y/, ')^    -..ni.,!'     -V,."!!  ■  i    u    .•  '.r.-,,.  ..■  ■■  ■;.    .-.■■ 

iW,  printed  conimiinic'atfoiifjrnni. a  .citizen  of  C|iro,  aB,3  |^.»<taten(ieQt 
ybpied,,l|iwn  ap''tpnia'pp»:'s|in'[)er,  ejKiJaiii'  iu.dptail  the,p|tiiatiipn  in  fhe 
above','menijpiie3|Cifif»'.  '  ||.^,,     '       .  ',,'|,  .,,.'    \  ■.    ,, .! ^, 

has  been  cli^cuBsed  more  or  letis  l^or  a  Tfiir  or  two.  but  it  did  not  aBsuijoe 
ion  until  the  Wilson  C|ub,of  Oi^rp  invite^^the  Secretary 
[^Jljrarj  f!;ommi^sioafvt>|to  visit  tlip  city,  and  ^iddresB  a 
n   the  subject,]  whijCh   she   di^^  m^  October  last^   ,  Her 
jpnjforination  and.a^pnimittee'of' seven  gerit^Iemen  was 
:  meeting  to,  prosecute  tlie  good  worli.     A  vote  for  the 
t'be  support  of  the  libi'ary  will  be  taken  at,  tb?  r^ular 
township  ^meeting  to  be  held  ApriJ  6,  190?.    It  is  now  generatl^  expected 
ttta't  a  Carnegie'Tibrary  bmidihg  will  W  erected  in  Tai-o  during  the  com- 
ing •^^ri  'Af^dyVne'eli^ible  site'for 'iMia^  1^^  by,  one  of 
Carb'^'geiei^piis  citizen's.**'  '      •''■■•'     ■■■          ,.'  f  .■    .  .  {^i,)no\c 


^<S*^ffi 


fElitEy. 
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"Mrs,  Marion  Hall  Fowler,  daughter  of  the  late  Frederick  Hall  of 
Ionia,  has  generon^ly  given  to  her  native  citv  the  Hall  property,  a  flne 
sandstone  residence  and  large  trat-t  of  land  on  the  main  street  of  the 
city,  for  a  free  public  library.  The  library  is  to  be  known  as  the 
Hall-Fowler  Memorial  Library. 

"The  city  of  Ionia  will  prepai-e  for  the  support  of  this  library  by  the 
spreading  of  a  tax.  In  order  to  provide  for  this  tax,  an  act  amending  the 
incorporation  laws  of  the  city  is  necessary  and  a  bill  to  this  effect  will 
be-introduced  into  the  I^egislature.  Acting  under  this,  the  mayor  of  the 
city  will  appoint  a  board  consisting  of  six  members  wiio  will  have  charge 
of  the  library.  They  will  be  appointed  'without  regard  to  political 
affiliation  and  wholly  with  reference  to  their  fitness  to  hold  office,  at  least 
three  to  be  women.'  Another  wise  provision  will  be  to  extend  the 
library  privileges  to  localities  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Ionia,  the  extent 
of  such  privileges  to  be  determined  by  the  board.  The  amount  of  money 
which  will  be  raised  by  this  proposed  tax  will  be  about  J2,500,  which  is 
considered  a  sufficient  sum  to  properly  conduct  the  library.  The  Ladies' 
Library  Association  of  Ionia  generously  voted  to  turn  over  to  the  city 
their  flne  library  of  about  1,0(H)  carefully  selected  volumes.  As  a  result 
of  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  ladies  of  Ionia  and  the-^nerous  response 
of  all  the  citizens,  that  city  will  soon  enjoy  one  of  the  finest  libraries  in 
the  State.  Mrs.  Fowler's  act  in  presenting  to  the  city  the  homestead 
is  most  generous  and  wise,  as  it  will  peri>ettiate  the  name  of  her  family 
and  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  citizens  of  her  native  home.'' 

GIKTS  AND  nEQL'RS'^. 

By  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Willard,  the  city  of  Battle  Creek 
received  the  gift  of  |4ft,flO(l.(KI,  the  Inquest  being  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  public  school  libi-ary,  to  be  called  the  Charles  Willard  Memorial 
Library.  This  generous  action  of  Mr.  Willard  will  give  to  that  city  one 
of  the  handsomest  libraries  in  the  State, 

Mr.  George  F.  Sonner  of  IJenton  Harbor  has  promised  a  gift  of  ^(1,000 
the  gift  being  supplementary  to  the  f20,0(M).(M)  given  by  Mr.  Carnegie 
for  the  purpose  of  ei'e<;ting  a  library  building.  Mr.  Sonner's  present 
generosity  and  plans  for  the  fntui-e  will  place  Benton  Harbor  in  an 
enviable  position  so  far  as  library  matters  are  concerned. 

In  Big  Rapids  the  Phelps  Free  Public  Library  will  soon  be  open  to  the 
public.  This  library  will  be  located  in  the  Phelps'  residence  and  will 
be  supported  by  the  city.  Mr.  F.  R.  Wells  of  Paris.  France,  has 
announced  his  intention  of  iii-epeuting  |600  worth  of  books  to  this 
library. 

In  Marshall  the  Ladiee'  Library  Association  has  proposed  to  turn 
over  to  the  city  its  library  of  4.ft0fl  volumes  with  fOOO.OO  in  cash,  pro- 
vided a  reading  room  and  library  shall  be  established  and  supported  by 
the  city.  They  plan  also,  if  possible,  to  unite  with  the  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  in  the  purchapc  of  a  building  to  be  used  by  both 
organizations. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Messrs.  J.  L.  Longyear,  Peter  tt'hite  and 
S.  R.  Kaufman,  the  city  of  Mai-quette  will  soon  rejoice  in  a  new  library' 
at  the  cost  of  J-KI.OOO.OO.  The  contemplated  building  will  have  a  capacity 
of  17.000  books  with  a  i)roviBion  for  an  extension  if  necessacv.^  ,   ,    ^.  ^ 

In  Lexington,  Jlrs,  Sleej)er,  wife  of  Hon.  Albert  E.  Sleei>er,  witfr  her 
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eiBters,  Mrs.  Hanley  of  Bad  Axe  nnd  Mrs.  Meyers  of  Cleveland,  have 
given  a  library  building  and  library  to  that  village.  The  building  is 
valned  at  |5,0(IO,00  and  the  library  comprises  2,000  volumes.  This 
library  is  in  memory  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Moore,  father  of  the  donors. 

Mrs.  Fannie  M.  Blair  of  Vickstnirg  has  presented  to  the  Ladies' 
Library  Association  of  that  village  a  beautiful  and  commodious  library 
building  to  be  named  tlie  Fannie  M.  Blair  Library. 

Thus  in  Michigan,  as  in  many  utlier  states,  generous  hearted  men  and 
women  are  building  for  themselves  monuments  far  more  enduring  than 
"storied  urn  or  animated  bust." 
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.M.OBR  COUNTY. 

There  is  only  one  public  lil>rary  in  the  county,  the  Munising  township 
library.  Six  schools  have  small  school  libraries  and  thirteen  have  none. 
Three  traveling  libraries  have  been  establiphed  with  prospects  for  one 
or  two  more.  Only  two  schools  in  .the  county  require  more  than  one 
teacher,  and  such  conditions  preclude  the  establishment  of  more  than  one 
additional  township  library  at  present.  Some  steps  in  that  direction 
have  already  l>een  taken.  January,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  convenient 
time  for  all  commissioners  to  make  reports  on  libraries. 

Flora  McIjAchlan. 

ALLEGAN  COCSTi'. 

I  submit  the  following  information  relative  to  libraries  in  Allegan 
county : ' 

Total  number  of  libraries  In  county 160 

Total  number  of  Bchoola  faavtng  libraries 150 

Total  number  of  schools  having  no  library 34 

Total  number  Free  Public  Libraries  In  towns  and  cities  In  county 10 

I  would  recommend  that  the  .county  coniuiiseioner  of  schools  i-epoi-t 
data  on  public  libraries  at  same  time  as  school  oflSrers'  annual  reports  are 
forwarded  to  State  Superintendent's  office,  which  data  wonld  ajtply  to 
conditions  of  previous  school  year. 

The  library  money  is  largely  used  for  school  purposes. 

Our  teachers  are  generally  interested  in  building  up  good  working 
school  libraries  and  some  new  books  are  added  to  nearly  all  of  our  school 
libraries  each  year. 

On  the  library  question  in  genenil,  it  is  my  opinion  that  much  nioi-e 
benefit  would  be  derived  by  the  reading  public  if  all  libraries  were 
established  in  schools,  whei'e  not  only  pupils  but  patrons  could  have 
access  to  the  books.  The  township  library  is  almost  entirely  made  up  of 
a  poor  selection  of  books,  and  is  taken  advantage  of  only  by  the  jwople 
who  may  live  in  the  village  where  it  is  located;  tlie  people  of  the  town- 
ship in  general  getting  no  benefit  from  it.  Moreover,  its  support  deprives 
the  schools  of  funds  that  would  be  of  great  help  to  them  iVlwiliJing  up 
well  selected  district  libraries. 
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'1  ilLVHNAi  COUhTVj 

In  relation  to  the  library  conditions  in  tliie'colirity,  they  are  not  very 
encouraging.  About  ooe-fonrth  Qf  the  schools  under  my  supervisioD 
have  small  librariea,  but  such  poor  judgment  was  exercised  in  the  selec- 
tion of  some  of  them  that  they  are  of  little  use.  I  only  know  of  one 
instance  of  a  school  board  purchasing  a  library  with  school  funds  and 
I  W4s<diirt(:tw  i9< that. jdj^rhct  la^-^^. .  Fu9«]8,bQV9  been  eecqr^ .tlii^pgli 
the  teachers'  efforts,  usually  by  a  box  social,  entertainment  or  a  dance. 
In  all  such  cases  the  choice  o(  the  jso^Hs  is  l^ft  to  the  teacher  aod  the 
result  has  sometimes  been  appalling.  This  condition  of  things  I  am 
tryJng.to  ijuprove  with  an  optiisistic  bopciiofisuc^ss..  About  a^  dozen 
of  the,  schoolsi  ibtwe.  Jlbrane9,i.8uchi,a«  ithey  are.i  and. ithe- other  ifoirty 
achooJs  hgv«;nODe.  iiFJve  of  the  seven  .towDebipBibAMeilibnairiefl^flujehras 
tkey,  ane,  but  .thefleane  oi»ly.fairli>-  igood....i]B  thfl  cit^i  of  Alpena  there 
iea  good  (>ublic  libirary sunder  ttue  immediate. .mnnageiaeat  lanid  coJitroi 
«if  the:  ipubliiQ  scbooli  authorities.  i,I  may  ad<t  ithutiiD,iHDoierin9tanoesi4he 
money. itJiatsbDiild' Jiavfi, been.. us«diifor,  libraries  iwob. diverted ito.generail 
school  purposes.  Tbw.  has  happened  iuiBoute  ol.Ahe  towuBhipo.  i'£  shall 
have  this  ilibrary  itiatter  called  up  and  thoroughly  discussed  at  our 
coming  institute. 

...   1  1  Jambs  Case. 


.^^'I'Ki'iV'tby.'yfK" 


Number  of  libraries  In  Antrim  county ^ ,,.,.,,.  ..^^..^.^ ,.,,.,.,,. ,,,,.  37 

Number  of  school  B  having  libraries ,,,,.,  ,.i/.',,,.,  ,|. ..  .^^f.. ..].,,,',., ,,'.,.  ,^J!6 

Numlier  ot  schools  having  no  llbrarteB.  ..,.^,,i,',.,,,  ..,,',.^f .  ,.\,|.'. .  ,'^. ,.,.',,,,,..  S 

Numl>er  of  free  puf^lig  Ifl^rarii^. ..,....'.._,,. .,.,'.,;..  !,.,^.|.  ,_,„fi',',. .,,,.,  ,',,|^„,.,.,  '.\}f 

i.i^Ve  havoibeen  innhiug  some  spwiai effoitts  itolaronsftian>iBtelt«et  in  ithe 
subjeotbuitiwiithionly  mndflnLtesucceesji  The  money  ifotrilJbThraesJs  need 
forrlibrarie8,.iD'  thB  willageft.  but.iin  cottUtir.V'distiiir^  iti  i8.gendralll(v.  used 
for  school  purposes.  i>. ./  ! ■.i<\  !■.    ■. :| 

■'''■■■"   ■■■;■■  ■!'■   ■■■'■!  i"">   'tfAiiAii.it^ot'WTV:'''' "■■■■    •■■!■. .■»    

This  county  has  flue  township  libraries,  one  in  eacJi.  township.' ;  Jbils 
vepy  seldom  that. , the  I  ijiimey  setrflfid*'  for  themipport  ofr.these.iibvaijies 
Is  turnediiatOitlie.genernlim-^o«),l,fund.  Therti  an-e «ighte«ti  sobools  in  .tbia 
cauDt.Vt:£ourteenjOf  wlLidiiht^v.^  librnri«H' and. four  small  disttict  schools 
are.as  yet.. without..  AU.Ulic  towDHbip  libsrariemaireifi-ee.;. ,  ,[    ..n  ,  .    ,     , 

...■.'      [        i.      ,.l  ...  .■■.  :i.   ..i.       ■■      I.   :       .1  i...         ' U..J...lM1CKANKJ^.  ., 

'  ■■■'      "    '"  "  '     '''■'iiaIiry  roL'Nf'i-.'    '   ■'  ''    "''  '"■'■■''    '■■■■'  ""■;_ 

.  .My  pw))..e)[pm'J«Dii-e  ju,iualiine  oot  tlm .ro]ioi-tH  irouicequixe  oonoerning 
libraries,  leads  me  to  say  that  the  grejitest  difflctilty.i8,^iH,flnding!OUt: 
what  is  wanted.     T  desire  to  cooperate  in  every  possible  way  toward 
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the  up-buHiJing  of  libraries  but  fail  to  nee  liow  the  information  I  send  can 
be  helpful  to"  the  Commiscion  or  to  the  general  cause.  From  converga- 
fioDS  with  other  commisaioners  I  believe  that  this  feeling  is  quite  general 
and  I  would  suggest  that  you  prepare  a  Btatement  as  to  the  intents  and 
purposes  of  tie  CoAimisslon  and  presenf  it  to  the  co m m i as i oners'  section 
of  the  State  Teaohere'  Association  which  meets  at  Saginaw  next  week. 
I  believe  that  such  a  course  would  be  profitable  because  it  would  serve  the 
doublepiirpose  of  enlightening  the  commissioners  and  popularizing  the 
work  of  your  commission. 

John  C.  Ketcham. 

n\Y  COUNTY. 

There  are  forty  schools  in  this  county  having  school  libraries,  ranging 
in  number  of  volumes  fW>m  twenty  to  three  hundred,  some  of  which  are 
estabKsbed  by  law  and  others  are  the  reHUlts  of  the  efforts  of  teachers  and 
pupils,  in  the  way  of  socials  and  entertainments.  There  are  twenty-nine 
schools  (district  schools)  having  no  libraries. 

There  is  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  school  authorities  in  (^ery 
township  to  use  the  library  money  for  the  purchase  of  books.  A  few 
townships  had  neglected  this,  but  last  year  all  complied  with  the  law  in 
this  respect,  deeming  it  of  more  interest  to  nse  the  library  money  for  that 
purpose  than  for  general  school  purposes. 

We  hav6  only  four  or  five  commnnities  in  this  county  where  tbe 
traveling  library  could  be  successfully  worked. '  This  library  was  in 
operation  in  the  village  of  Pineonning  last  year  and  if  I  i-emeraber  cor- 
rectly at  Anburn  also.  The  present  law  might  be  made  to  work  \^onders 
in  this  direction  if  the  educational  sentiment  in  the  various  counties 
was  such  that  it  would  compel  them  to  do  what  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  schools;  like  the  enforcement  of  all  other  laws,  public  conscience 
is  at  the  bottom  of  all  of  it. 

C.  W.  Hm-HcocK. 

BENZIB  COLNTY. 

We  have  in  this  county  about  thirty-?evcn  or  thirty-eight  libraries. 
Twenty-two  of  theee  are  school  libraries,  while  there  are  thirty  schools 
without  having  established  district  librariec.  There  are  ten  townships 
which  have  libraries  ranging  from  thirty  to  five  hundred  volumes.  There 
are  six  or  seven  Sunday  School  libraries.  The  township  libntries  are  the 
only  public  libraries  which  we  find  in  our  towns. 

Tlwe  is  no  particular  activity  among  our  educators  regarding  library 
exten&loo,,  the  library  money  Ik  not  used  for  general  school  purposes  in 
any  of  our  townships.  1  am  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  outlook,  and 
hope  yoji  will  furnish  me  with  the  particulars  of  the  scheme -of  furnishing 
the  one  hundred  volumes. 

M.  S. (iREGOBV. 
RB.VNC1I  IWLNTY. 

Whole' number  bt  libraries  in  county fi* 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries S9 

Number  of  schools  without  librarlea  (other  than  a  few  scattering,  boohs) t7 

Number  of  township  libraries 4 

Coldwftter  city  librarr 1 
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As  a  rule  teaebere  are  interested  in  eatablishiiig  libraries  and  nearly 
all  that  has  been  done  is  a  result  of  the  teachers'  efforts.  In  a  majority 
.  of  cases  the  district  boards  vote  the  library  money  into  the  general  school 
fund  and  by  fo  doing  have  done  much  to  injure  the  spirit,  of  the  teachers. 
I  am  sure  that  the  people  art  coming  to  look  upon  libraries  in  a  better 
light.  The  movement  received  a  blow  when  some  years  ago  boards  and 
teachers  selected  works  that  were  too  heavy  for  the  average  reader  and 
far  too  heavy  for  the  pupils.  Our  recently  established  libraries  have 
added  books  suited  to  the  various  grades  of  our  rural  schools.  The 
result  has  been  that  not  only  do  all  the  pnpils  read  the  l>ooks  but  the 
patroqs  are  quite  as  interested  as  the  children. 

M.  W.  WiMEB. 
CALHOUN  COIJNTV. 

There  are  in  Calhoun  county  164  school  districts.  The  three  city 
districts,  Battle  Creek,  Albion  and  Marshall  each  have  excellent  general 
and  reference  libraries.  The  six  village  districts  each  have  fair  reference 
libraries  and  everyone  has  begun  the  establishment  of  a  good  general 
library.  There  are  libraries  in  97  of  the  155  niral  districts.  This  number 
will  be  increased  to  110  by  the  establishments  being  made  this  year. 
Library  progress  in  the  rural  districts  is  largely  the  result  of  enthusiastic 
work  by  the  teachers  and  pupils.  The  average  size  of  the  rural  school 
libraries  is  50  volumes.  The  six  village  school  libraries  average  252  vol- 
umes. Albion  and  Marshall  city  districts  have  more  than  2,000  volumes 
each,  and  Battle  Creek  city  has  about  17,000  volumes.  There  are  three 
township  libraries  and  three  other  local  public  libraries  in  the  county. 

Ernest  Bl'rnham. 

cass  coi'nty. 

School  libraries GO 

Schools' without  librarlee 54 

Ladles'  libraries 6 

Libraries  In  the  county 66 

There  is  some  interest  in  library  work  in  some  parts  of  the  county, 
but  in  nearly  all  the  townships  the  money  is  used  for  school  purposes. 

Please  send  me  particulars  as  to  the  plan  for  free  public  libraries  or 
the  loan  of  100  books. 

Wm.  H.  C.  Hale. 

CHARI.EVOrX  corxTY. 

There  is  more  or  less  activity  along  the  lines  of  establishing  libraries 
in  our  county.  We  have  worked  for  it.  advocated  it  and  hoped  to  see  a 
good  library  in  each  school  district  in  the  wunty  by  this  time.  We 
think  we  have  the  leaven  at  work.  Here  and  there  a  district  takes  hold 
of  the  matter  and  organizes  a  library  so  Ihat  the  number  increases 
slowly.  In  some  townships  the  library  money  is  diverted  to  general 
school  purposes.  We  have  decided  that  where  no  township  library  is 
established  the  school  district  libraries  are  entitled  to  the  fund.  Some 
town  boards  think  the  district  would  he.  entitled  to  its  pro  rata  share, 
but  we  think  the  district  or  districts  maintaining  a  libracv  W?}!]! 
entitled  to  the  whole  amount.  ^-■<-  '=-■  =>  ^' 
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Number  of  llbrarfea  in  county ^ 33 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries 15 

Number  of  schools  with  no  libraries 49 

Number  of  tree  public  libraries ^ 7 


A.  W.  Chew. 


CHEBOYGAN   COUNTY. 


I  would  respectfully  report  that  there  are  in  this  county  thirty-three 
librariea  with  a  total  of  6,645  volumes,  viz.: 

I  (city)  Cheboygan  library 4,000  vols. 

4  townahfp  libraries 598  vols. 

18  district  librariea 1,754  vols. 

10  school  libraries 293  vols. 

Of  the  district  libraries  fourteen  are  {cept  at  the  schoolhousea  in  charge 
of  the  teacher.  Most  of  them  were  started  by  the  schools  by  lueaDS  of 
socials,  entertainments,  or  sale  of  "certificates,"  and  have  been  "adopted" 
by  vote  of  the  district.  Twenty-four  schools  have  librariea.  Thirty- 
nine  schools  have  no  libraries.  The  Cheboygan  city  library  is  free  to 
.  the  public.  The  villages  of  Mackinaw,  Wolverine  and  Indian  Kiver 
each  have  district  libraries  kept  at  the  schoolhouses  and  circulated  very 
Httle  outside  of  the  schools. 

Five  of  our  sixteen  townships  use  all  their  library  money  for  general 
school  purposes;  seven  use  all  for  libraries  (township  or  district),  and 
in  the  other  four,  some  districts  use  for  library  and  some  for  general 
school. 

Our  teachers  are  not  as  active  as  one  could  wish.  Some  are  always 
alive — start  libraries  wherever  'tbey  teach,  but  too  many  are  inactive ; 
further,  we  have  a  very  large  number  of  young  teachers  each  year  and 
tbey  do  little.  As  a  general  thing  the  people  are  much  interested  in 
libraries,  and  especially  in  good  reading  for  their  children.  If  our 
teachers  will  take  an  interest  and  become  leaders,  we  can  hope  to  see 
a  library  in  at  least  fifty  of  our  sixty-four  schools  before  many  years;  in 
fact  it  should  be  done  this  year. 

E.  W.  Baker. 

CLINTON  COUNTY, 

I  cannot  give  the  number  of  libraries  in  the  county ;  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  at  least  ninety  per  cent  of  our  districts  have  libraries  of  greater 
or  less  degree,  either  circulating  or  reference.  In  some  instances  the 
money  for  library  purposes  is  used  in  the  general  fund,  but  that  is  an 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  In  general  there  is  a  very  good  spirit 
among  our  teachers  toward  the  building  up  and  adding  to  librariea. 

Theo.  H.  Townsend. 

crawford  county. 

The  library  outlook  in  this  county  is  not  very  encouraging.  There  are 
three  public  librariea.  Some  of  these  are  subdivided  and  kept  at  two 
or  more  places  in  the  township  as  the  towns  are  so  large  that  it  would 
not  be  convenient  if  all  were  kept  in  one  place.  The  public  libraries  are 
in  Grayling   (two  places),  Frederic  and   Beaver  Creek    (two   places). 
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There  are  seven  school  districts  having  libraries  and  eighteen  having  none. 
Most  of  the  districts  have  from  two  to  iive  resident  families  and  very 
small  schools.    The  districts  are  usually  far  apart. 

Flora  M,  Marvin. 

dickinson  county. 

The  library  conditions  in  the  county  are  encouraging. 
Teachers  are  fairly  enthusiastic  over  the  work  and  use  their  best  efforts 
to  build  up  their  school  libraries. 

Number  ot  libraries  in  county,  eiclUHive  of  schools 2 

Number  ot  bcIiooIb  having  libraries,  Including  township  libraries 24 

Schools  without  at  least  the  beginning  of  a  library 0 

Number  of  free  public  libraries  in  cities  and  towns  In  county 1 

The  library  money  is  not  diverted  to  general  school  purposes, 

E.  L.  Pabmentbb. 

BATON   COUNTY. 

Eaton  county  has  109  school  libraries;  39  schools  have  none. 

Olivet  college,  Charlotte  City  and  Baton  Rapids  City  have  libraries.     - 

This  does  not  include  township  libraries,  and  I  do  not  know  just  how 
many  of  these  there  are  in  the  county,  and  have  no  way  of  knowing. 

The  majority  of  onr  teachers  are  very  much  interested  in  seeing  good 
libraries  in  our  schools  and  are  doing  atrthey  can  to  awaken  interest  in 
the  rural  districts. 

If  in  this  work  another  term,  I  have  decided  t«  make  a  strong  effort  to 
establish  a  library  in  every  school  district  and  place  all  on  a  better 
footing  than  ever  before,  by  intelligent  effort  among  teachers,  school 
boards  and  patrons  of  owr  schools. 

In  some  cases  the  library  money  is  diverted  from  its  purpose.  I  wish 
a  law  might  be  passed  to  prohibit  this  altogether. 

J.  I-,  Wagner. 

GENESEE  COUNTY. 

In  regard  to  library  matters  in  the  county  of  Genesee,  I  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows; 

Number  of  townships  In  county 18 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county I 

Number  of  volumes  In  said  township  library 8S3 

Number  of  primary  school  districts  in  county 168 

Number  ot  district  libraries  in  county -. 106 

Number  of  union  school  districts  In  county 2 

City  of  Flint  (number  of  volumes  not  reported). 

Village  of  Fenton— Number  of  volumes 1.212 

Of  the  foregoing  the  city  of  Flint  has  the  finest  and  largest  library 
and  in  addition  to  this  supitlies  all  school  children  with  free  text  books. 
In  the  primary  districts  containing  legally  graded  schools,  fair  libraries 
are  to  be  found,  ctfbtaining  from  two  to  four  hundred  volumes,  and 
many  of  tbe  niral  districts  now  have  libraries  that  are  very  ci-editahle  and 
are  cared  for  carefully,  many  fine  book  cases  being  furnished  for  their 
preservation.     In  the  great  majority  of  the  districts  it  is  probable  that 
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some  time  in  tlie  past  a  vote  was  taken  to  organize  a  library  and  booliB 
were  purchased,  wliicli  today  would  not  command  the  attentioa  of  the 
reading  public  and  many  of  whicli  would  be  nselens  in  a  working  school 
library.  But  during  the  past  six  years,  through  the  earnest  efiEorts  of 
many  of  my  teachers  aud  the  valuable  assistance  of  school  officers,  we 
have  placed  book  cases  containing  good  books  of  reference,  history,  travel, 
biography,  literature  and  elementary  science  in  many  of  the  sehoolhouses 
of  the  county.- 

These  libraries  are,  with  few  exceptions  in  charge  of  the  teacher  dur- 
ing school  terms  and  in  charge  of  the  director  during  vacations,  and 
therefore  a  list  of  the  librarians  of  the  district  libraries  would  simply 
be  a  list  of  the  directors.  In  many  cases  the  funds  for  purchasing  books 
have  been  raised  by  teachers  and  pupils  giving  entertainments  with  an 
admission  fee,  a  practice  for  which  there  are.  argujnents  both  for  and 
against.  I  must  conclude  by  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  highest 
efficiency  of  the  school  libraries  can  \tc  attained  only  by  making  it  com- 
pulsory on  the  authorities  to  expend  library  mOney  for  the  maintenance 
of  libraries  and  for  nothing  else,  and  to  place  the  purchasing  power,  or 
at  least  the  selection  of  the  books  in  the  hands  of  the  Library  Commis- 
sion, Department  of  Public  Instniotion,  or  the  county  commissioner  of 
schools. 

John  IT.  Tyi.eh. 

GOGEBIC  COUSTY. 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  December  17th,  the  pi'eaent  date  of  making 
report  to  the  Library  Bureau  is  satisfactory  to  ine.  Library  conditions 
in  the  smaller  towus  in  this  county  are  not  encouraging.  There  are  two 
free  libraries,  the  Carnegie  Public  Library  in  Ironwood  and  the  City 
Library  in  Bessemer.  The  school  in  each  of  these  two  cities  have 
libraries.  There  are  snmll  school  libraries  in  the  villajje  of  Marenisco 
and  the  village  of  Watersmeet,  The  viiiago  of  Wakefield  and  Wake- 
field township  with  ten  schools  and  five  or  six  hundred  children  have  no 
libraries.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  further  information  in  regard  to  the 
plan  fur  organizing  free  public  libraries. 

L.  L.  WaiGHT. 

HIt.T.SOALK    COUXTY. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  libraries  aud  of 
library  impro\'ement. 

The  teachers  of  this  county  are,  many  of  them,  alive  to  the  importance 
of  good  libraries.  I  sincerely  wish  that  public  sentiment  in  general  were 
as  much  alive  in  this  matter  as  is  the  sentiment  among  the  teachers. 
However,  this  can  hardly  be  expected  at  present. 

We  have  libraries  in  this  county  as  follows: 

Public  school  libraries 132 

College  library t 

Ladles'  Library 1 

Total  number  of  libraries 134 

Public  schools  without  libraries 31 

In  the  districts  having  libraries,  it  frequently  happens  that  none  of 
the  library,  money,  or  only  a  small  part  of  it,  is  used  for  library  purposes. 
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being  diverted  to  geaei-at  Hchoul  pur^xtses.  In  my  jadgment  the  law 
which  permits  the  library  money  to  be  diverted  to  general  school  pur- 
poses is  wrong.  The  money  should  be  used  for  library  purposes  or 
forfeited  by  the  district.  By  following  this  plan  every  district  would  in 
a  few  years,  have  the  foundation  of  good  library.  In  some  districts 
money  is  appropriated  in  addition  to  that  received  from  the  State,  bat  , 
this  is  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 

I  have  jour  letter  of  December  26th  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d.  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  will  co-operate  with  you  in  every  possible  way  to 
secure  the  passage  of  some  law  which  will  do  away  with  the  present 
system  or  lack  of  system  rather,  in  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of 
school  libraries. 

J  have  no  doubt  tliat  many  if  not  all  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  schools  are  alive  to  the  disadvantages  of  the  present  system  and  that 
they  will  gladly  co-operate  in  securing  a  change  in  the  present  law.  Your 
suggestion  of  preparing  a  bill  and  sending  it  to  them  with  the  request 
that  tbey  work  for  its  passage,  I  believe,  is  a  good  one.  Whenever  I  can 
be  of  service  to  you,  command  me. 

A  grave  defect  in  the  present  system  is  the  placing  of  library  money 
iu  the  hands  of  the  school  boards.  Many  boards  are  either  indifferent  to 
such  mattei's  or  incompetent  to  exercise  discriminating  judgment  in  the 
purchase  of  books.  Other  boards  are  composed  of  business  or  pcofes- 
Kional  men  and  are  too  busy  to  give  the  time  and  thought  required  for 
the  making  of  good  selections. 

If  suggestions  are  in  order  in  this  report,  (and  if  they  are  not  they 
may  be  disregarded  and  stricken  out)  1  would  suggest  that  the  county 
commissioner  of  schools  be  authorized  "by  law  to  appoint  a  county  board 
of  library  commissioners  from  among  the  teachers  of  his  county;  that 
he  be  ex-officio  a  member  and  have  authority  to  appoint  five  assistants. 
This  county  board,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  State  Board 
of  Library  Commissioners  and  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction should  purchase  the  books  for  each  district.  It  should  also 
have  authority  to  have  books  rebound  when  nei^essary,  and  to  provide 
shetf  room  for  the  books,  the  cost  of  shelves  or  cases  to  be  added  to  the 
district  tax,  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the  library  moneys.  In  case  the  amount 
of  money  were  too  small  it  might  be  allowed  to  accumulate  until  such 
time  as  it  could  be  ex[>eaded  to  the  best  advantage.  The  commissioner 
of  schools  should  collect  and  keep  in  his  office,  a  permanent  record  of  the 
libracies  in  his  county,  except  such  as  are  in  incorporated  cities,  and 
under  a  city  superintendent.  In  city  schools  there  should  be  a  city  board 
in  which  the  city  superintendent  should  perform  the  same  duties  as  the 
county  commissioner  does  in  the  county  board. 

By  following  some  such  plan  as  outlined  it  would  be  possible,  it  seems 
to  me,  to  select  books  adapted  to  the  several  grades  of  pupils,  and  also 
to  make  systematic  additions  at  regular  Intervals.  Th^  libraries  could 
thus  be  made  a  gi'eat  educative  force,  and  an  invaluable  assistance  to 
school  work. 

CilAULES   P.   HULCK. 

nritoN  roiNTY. 
I  am  unable  to  give  the  number  of  libraries  in  this  county.     The  town- 
ship libraries  are  not  reported  to  me. 
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The  number  of  schools  in  the  county  hiiviog  libraries  is  eighty-two 
The  number  of  liooks  in  these  libraries  varies  from  a  few  volumes  to 
four  hundred.  The  number  having  no  libraries  as  jet,  is  eighty-two.  In 
the  great  majority  of  schools,  the  books  were  placed  there  by  teachers 
from  the  proceeds  from  entertainments.  The  teacher  as  a  rule  acts  as 
librarian.  In  some  instances  the  books  are  lost,  no  one  keeping  trace 
of  them.  There  are  some  schools  in  which  a  vote  of  the  district  estab- 
lished a  library  but  it  is  difiBcult  to  ascertain  these  districts,  as  Uie 
teacher  does  not  know  about  the  matter  nor  do  the  present  school 
officers.  If  your  Board  desires  to  have  the  names  of  the  districts  having 
libraries  established  or  not  established  by  the  districtf,  let  me  know  and 
I  shall  send  you  a  list.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  wliat  the  Board 
wants  in  this  matter.  I  cannot  say  that  there  is  much  activity  in  library 
matters  at  present  in  this  county.  The  patrons  of  the  schools  as  a  rule 
are  indifferent.  Our  teachers,  however,  do  much  to  encourage  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  the  library,  I  agitate  the  question  wherever  I  go 
in  my  visits.  The  money  coming  from  fines,  etc.,  is  iu  most  cases  diverted 
to  general  school  pnrposes.  In  my  opinion  the  law  ought  to  be  so 
amended  that  this  cannot  be  done. 

D.  Kaercher. 

INGHAM  COINTY. 

rommissioners  required  to  report  to  secretary  of  Library  rommissioo 
on  or  before  June  30.  Satisfactory.  By  that  date  the  commissioner  has 
certainly  visited  every  school  in  the  county  and  knows  more  about  the 
conditions  than  he  did  previously.  Teachers  working  hard  for  improve- 
ment of  library  conditions.  School  boards  slow  to  act.  Sent  circulars 
to  such  as  did  not  possess  libraries.  About  forty  districts  voted  to 
establish  libraries  this  fall.  Law  relative  to  the  transfers  of  library 
money  to  general  funds  if  "the  township  board  ascertain  it  to  be  more 
for  the  interest,  etc.,  etc.,"  should  be  cut  out. 

Number  of  libraries  Id  the  county 95 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries 75 

Number  of  achoola  not  having  libraries 60 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

Educators  of  the  county  folly  awake  on  the  library  proposition. 

A.  O.  Wilson. 

ISABELLA  rOfNTY. 

Number  of  libraries,  county 45 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries 40 

Number  of  schools  with  no  libraries 70 

Number  of  free  public  libraries  In  towns,  etc 3 

There  is  a  little  activity  among  the  teachers  and  more  with  the  school 
commissioner.  The  money  is  almost  always  used  for  school  purposes 
instead  of  library  purposes. 

I  think  the  last  week  in  June  and  not  later  than  July  1st,  would  be 
the  best  time  for  making  the  report  as  in  a  number  of  counties  the  new 
commissioner  takes  his  office  then  and  is  not  familiar  with  the  work. 

H.  A.  Orj^ijam. 
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KEWEENAW  COLSTV. 

At  present  I  do  not  aee  any  more  convenient  time  foi-  reporting  on  the 
libraries  of  the  county.  There  is  no  particular  activity  on  library  matters 
at  present.  The  most  ofour  schools  are  in  little  mining  camps'.  There 
are  a  few  very  good  libraries  in  the  county;  most  of  the  books  are  rather 
old.  There  are  three  public  libraries  (township).  Three  of  our  achooli* 
have  fairly  good  libraries,  while  most  of  the  schools  have  a  few  books, 
hardly  worthy  the  name  of  a  library.  In  some  cases  library  money  is 
used  for  general  school  matters. 

F.  M.  Bradsiiaw. 

LAPEER  COUNTY,    • 

There  are  one  hundred  eight  libraries  in  this  county,  one  hundred 
three  of  which  are  school.  Thirty-one  schools  have  no  libraries,  but  with 
constant  urging  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  commissioner,  I  believe 
this  number  may  be  reduced  one-half  within  the  year.  Three  libraries 
are  public.  To  my  knowledge  forty-four  schools  have  either  added  new 
libraries  or  increased  old  ones  to  an  amount  aggregating  the  sum  of 
1516.00  the  past  year,  I  am  making  it  a  personal  matter  this  year  to 
see  that  every  district  uses  its  library  fund  for  no  other  purpose,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  teachers  have  accomplished  the  above  result. 
Feeling  runs  high  at  present  throughout  the  county  favoring  school 
libraries  and  the  situation  is  highly  satisfactory. 

W.  Frank  Lauohlin. 

LCCE  COUNTY. 

As  to  the  date  upon  which  county  school  commissioners  are  required 
to  make  their  report  to  the  State  Library,  the  present  one  (June)  is 
satisfactory  to  me.  We  have  but  two  public  libraries  in  the  county  and 
both  have  been  neglected.  I  regret  that  we  lack  a  proper  library  spirit 
among  our  township  officers  and  teachers,  but  believe  these  conditions 
will  change  as  the  population  of  the  county  inpreases.  Of  the  fifteen 
schools  in  the  county,  there  is  not  one  having  a  library,  the  funds  for 
which  having  been  used  for  general  school  purposes. 

The  McMillan  township  library  is  located  at  the  school  building  in 
Newberry,  so  the  school  has  use  of  the  library  to  a  limited  extent  but 
as  the  library  has  not  had  proper  care  for  the  past  few  years,  it  is  not  in 
good  condition. 

If  in  any  way  I  may  be  able  to  aid  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
in  their  work  in  this  county,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  do  so. 

Eva  C.  Beurmann. 

macomb  county. 

Now  that  I  have  become  acquainted  with  each  school  in  Macomb 
county,  I  can  report  at  any  time.  Do  not  think  the  "teachers  are  imbued 
with  the  library  spirit,"  and  "they  do  not  use  their  best  efforts  to  build, 
etc."  I  always  ask  the  teacher  about  the  library,  and  many  times  find 
that  the  teacher  does  not  know  whether  the  district  has  a  library  or  not. 
and  never  have  found  a  teacher  who  could  tell  the  number  of  books, 
and  much  less  the  kind,  etc.     Much  of  the  librarv  fund  is  diverted,  to 
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general  school  purposes.     1  shall  take  pleasure  in  seconding  all  efforts 
to  establish  libraries  in  our  midst. 

Number  of  libraries  In  county 57 

Number  of  schools  having  no  libraries 5S 

Number  of  schools  having  libraries 66 

Number  of  free  public  libraries  in  towns  and  cities 1 

O.  D.  Thompson. 

MABQUBTTE  COUNTY. 

In  this  county,  library  funds  are  commonly  diverted  to  pay  for  supple- 
mentary reading  matter  for  tbe  schools.  As  nearly  all  of  the  schools  are 
provided  with  free  text-boobs,  this  is  an  easy  step  for  school  offlcers  to 
take.  1  have  read  of  tbe  plan  of  the  State  loaning  books,  but  have  no 
specific  information  on  the  subject. 

F.  D.  Davis. 

MENOMINEB  COUNTY. 

Teachers  are  doing  much  to  obtain  libraries  for  the  pupils  by  enter- 
taiomeiita,  etc.  More  tlian  half  of  our  schools  have  libraries,  some  are 
small.  We  seek:  to  buy  books  suitable  for  the  children's  reading  and  to 
supplement  their  school  work.  The  library  money  is  almost  invariably 
used  for  general  purposes.  This  option  should  be  taken  from  tbe  boards 
so  tliat  tbis  money  could  not  be  thus  diverted.  Some  of  our  schools 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  State  Circulating  Li- 
brary, but  change  of  teachers  interferes  with  the  working  of  this  ex- 
cellent plan. 

Jbsse  Hubbabd. 

MIDLAND  COrXTY. 

There  are  seveniy-two  or  seventy-three  schools  in  this  county  and  1 
think  I  am  not  far  from  right  iPLen  I  say  at  least  fifty  j>er  cent  have 
libraries  of  some  "sort"  though  some  of  the  libraries  are  very  good. 
There  are  not  more  than  one  or  two  township  libraries  in  tbe  county.  A 
considerable  part  of  the  money  which  should  Jse  nsed  for  libraries  is 
diverted  to  general  school  purposes.  However,  the  prospects  for  library 
advancement  are  very  fair,  though  the  advance  must  be  led  by  the 
teacher  for  the  vast  majority  of  patrons,  as  a  rule,  "follow"  in  school 
matters  and  accept  no  reform  until  a  sentiment  is  created  in  them  for 
that  reform. 

J,  H.  MtSTARO. 
MONTCALM   COUNTY. 

In  Montcalm  county  we  have: 

Thirty-two  district  libraries. 

Ten  township  libraries. 

Three  town  and  city  libraries. 

One  hundred  and  nine  districts  not  having  libraries. 

Clearly  all  of  the  districts  have  small  collections  of  books  that  are 
being  added  to  each  year  and  can  soon  be  called  libraries.    Teachers  are 
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active  in  trying  to  establish  district  libraries,  t  wish  the  State  might 
Bend  out  9  few  volumes,  selected  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
to  each  school.  School  boards  are  slow  to  act  with  regard  to  such  work, 
bat  if  a  start  were  made,  I  think  that  they  would  take  more  interest. 

EtJOENE    StEUIGHT. 
MUSKRUON    COUNTY. 

There  has  been  no  change  as  to  number  of  libraries  since  last  report. 
Fewer  schools  have  libraries  than  last  year  because  we  have  so  many 
district  officers  that  furnish  nothing  toward  building  up  or  keeping  the 
libraries  now  established.  Some  activity  among  teachers  but  no  steady, 
persistent  effort.  As  commisBioner,  I  could  do  nothing  but  library  work 
for  the  next  two  years  and  then  just  a  nice  start  would  be  made.  I  am 
sorry  1  cannot  devote  all  my  time  to  the  work. 

The  making  of  library  report  in  graduation  time  among  schools  ia 
very  ditBcalt.  Poasibly  if  report  came  in  vacation  months  of  July  and 
August  it  would  meet  with  more  favor  and  attention, 

H.  B.  Caer. 

'  NBWAYQO   COUNTY. 

Interest  in  school  libraries  is  general  in  this  county.  Nearly  all  of 
the  schools  in  the  better  districts  have  a  few  books  and  in  some  of  the 
richest  communities  quite  large  libraries  have  been  collected.  Most  of 
the  libraries  have  been  founded  and  are  kept  up  by  money  raised  by 
teachers  by  socials,  etc.  Quite  a  large  number  of  schools  have  raised 
from  flO.OO  to  |2«.00  in  that  way  this  year.  One  school  raised  f65.00 
last  year.  Probably  above  seyenty-flve  per  cent  of  our  schools  have 
libraries  of  Bome  description.  My  work  takes  too  much  of  my  time  and 
energy  to  allow  rae  to  collect  library  statistics. 

A,  Gordon  Dye. 

OCEIANA  county. 

In  Oceana  county  there  are  eighty-nine  school  districts.  Of  this  num- 
ber, eight  have  no  libraries  while  forty  have  libraries  that  have  been 
CBtablisbed  by  vote  of  the  district.  Some  of  the  largest  libraries  in  the 
county  schools  are  maintained  in  the  forty-one  remaining  districts,  such 
libraries  having  been  established  through  school  socials.  The  libraries 
range  in  size  from  ten  to  one  hundred  twenty  volumes.  In  general  the 
libraries  are  well  managed,  there  being  a  librarian  who,  under  the 
teacher's  supervision,  has  charge  of  the  books.  Few  books  are  lost  or 
destroyed.  Libraries  that  have  been  establiBhed  are  being  constantly 
added  to,  th6  teachers  having  become  imbued  with  the  library  spirit. 
Something  that  might  be  very  suggestive  and  helpful  along  the  line  of 
school  library  management  may  be  had  by  writing  to  Miss  Euraine 
Evans,  Houseman,  Michigan,  teacher  of  District  No.  5,  Elbridge  town- 
ship, Oceana  county. 

Vesta  B.  Smith. 

•     OTSEGO    county.. 

June  ia  a  good  time  for  requiring  library  reports,  as  commissioners 
who  are  going  out  of  office  would  be  closing  up  matters,  and  also  in  the 
latter  part  of  that  month  full  reports  on  many  matters  must  be  n 
by  the  commissioners  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


C 
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Tbe  oo)y  fault  that  I  find  with  the  law  requiring  commisBioDere  to 
report  on  libraries  in  June  ia  that  there  seems  to  be  no  law  requiring 
those  persons  having  cliarge  uf  libraries  to  report  to  the  eommissioners, 
BO  that  he  may  have  data  for  his  report.  Please  notice  the  enclosed 
clippings  which  were  printed  in  the  '•Moderator"  from  circulars  which 
I  had  previously  sent  out  twice  to  every  teacher  in  Otsego  county,  I 
am  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  library  spirit,  and  am  ^lad  to  see 
the  Board  pushing  the  matter  in  such  a  large  way.  I  have  started  out  to 
have  a  well-selected  working  library  in  every  school  in  this  county,  and 
have  succeeded  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  schools.  I  place  an  envelope 
of  well  selected  library  catalogues  in  every  school ;  talk  library  at  every 
opportunity  and  am  generally  asked  by  the  teachers  to  make  out  a  list 
of  a  balanced  library  for  the  school,  and  I  follow  the  matter  up  until  I 
see  the  books  and  the  pioneer  collections  actually  in  tbe  school  house, 
and  in  intelligent  use.  1  have  personally  assisted  the  board  of  school 
inspectors  of  two  townships  to  select  a  large  order  of  a  class  of  books 
better  than  usual  and  through  a  friend  of  mine  have  done  the  same  fot- 
a  third  township.  ^  1  have  been  able  to  do  the  same  for  a  Sunday  school 
library.  Being  upon  the  Gaylord  school  board,  I  am  able  to  arrange  for 
the  purchase  of  about  fifty  dollars  worth  of  new  books  each  year. 

Number  ot  township  libraries  In  county 6 

Number  of  scboole  baving  libraries 30 

Number  of  scbools  having  no  libraries 13 

Number  of  free  public  libraries  In  county 0 

There  is  activity  among  educators  here  in  library  matters.  The 
.  money  which  should  be  used  for  libraries  is  diverted  to  general  school 
purposes.  The  law  should  be  changed  at  once  so  as  to  stop  mercenary 
persons  from  doing  this.  I  am  familiar  with  the  plan  of  organizing  free 
public  libraries,  and  think  it  generous  and  admirable.  Hope  to  take  this 
plan  up  in  Gaylord. 

R.  A.  Bailey. 

rRESQLB  ISI.E  COUNTY. 

I  think  reports  should  be  made  September  30th  of  each  year.  We  have 
only  a  few  libraries  in  our  county,  not  over  one-half  dozen,  they  are 
poorly  kept  and  few  additions  of  new  books  are  made  each  year.  It  is 
my  intention  to  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  to  the  bene- 
fits derived  from  a  well  kept  and  assorted  library.  This  county  has  no 
free  public  libraries.  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  placing 
libraries  in  most  of  our  schools. 

Edward  Erskine. 
roscommon  cointy. 

Number  of  libraries  In  Roacommoa  county 8 

Number  of  schoola  having  no  libraries 12 

Number  of  achools  having  libraries i 

Number  of  tree  public  libraries 4 

Interest  in  libraries  is  growing.  Only  one  or  two  districts  which  have 
diverted  library  money  to  school  purposes.  I  believe  the  report  on 
libraries  should  be  made  at  the  same  time  as  the  school  inspectors'  re- 
ports are  made.  D,3,,z.<j.;yL.OOQlC 
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SAGINAW    COLNTT. 

I  have  yoavB  id  regard  to  the  library  report  required  from  commiB- 
sionerB.  I  do  think  a  change  in  the  matter  is  desirable,  as  we  have  not 
always  the  data  wanted,  but  just  what  that  change  should  be,  I  am  not 
at  present  prepared  to  say.  The  library  movement  is  very  popular  in  this 
county,  and  many  schools  have  libraries  although  they  may  not  be  legally 
established.  .  I  tike  the  plan  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  in 
encouraging  the  establishment  of  local  libraries  by  loaning  books.  It 
has  muoh  to  do  with  the  present  tendency  to  push  the  work. 

John  C.  Nafe. 

SHIAWASSEE  COtSTY. 

The  library  spirit  in  this  county  is  excellent  especially  among  the 
teachers.  This  is  true  among  many  of  the  patrons  also.  There  are 
one  hundred  twenty-flve  school  districts  in  all,  including  cities  and  vil- 
lages. Each  of  the  nine  city  and  village  schools  has  a  library.  There 
are  seventy-five  district  school  libraries.  There  is  one  township  library 
and  three  public  libraries  in  cities  and  villages.  Very  little  of  the  floe 
money  is  used  for  general  school  purposes. 

O.  Ij.  Bbistol. 

ST.  CLAIR  COUNTY. 

Since  the  only  data  at  the  command  of  the  commissioner  is  from  the 
inspectors'  annual  reports,  which  are  received  at  his  office  in  October, 
I  think  that  the  reports  to  the  State  Librarian  should  be  made  after  this  . 
time.  There  are  three  township,  three  city  school,  two  village,  and  one 
hundred  twenty-flve  district  school  libraries  in  this  county.  There  are 
twenty-five  schools  which  have  no  libraries.  Port  Huron  city  has  the 
only  free  public  library  in  the  county.  There  are  some  private  libraries 
about  which  I  have  been  unable  to  find  anything  definite.  Our  teachers 
and  a  large  number  of  the  school  officers  seem  very  much  interested  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  public  school  libraries  and  the 
money  for  the  most  part  goes  to  their  support. 

I  think  that  the  present  library  law  is  faulty  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars: First,  the  State, Superintendent  makes  the  apportionment  of  a 
county  fund  from  incomplete  statistics.  Second,  the  commissioner  is 
asked  to  make  reports  concerning  township,  village  and  city  libraries, 
while  none  of  the  officers  connected  with  these  libraries  make  reports 
to  him.  Third,  that  the  officers  who  have  the  management  of  these 
libraries  are  often  incompetent  to  select  saitable  books  for  school  or 
public  libraries.  Fourth,  that  all  school  libraries  should  be  kept  at  the 
school  house  during  the  time  school  is  in  session.  I  frequently  find  them 
at  the  home  of  one  of  the  officers.  I  would  suggest  that  the  State  Superin* 
tendent  and  the  State  Librarian  or  the  roramiseioner  of  schools  should 
prepare  lists  of  books  from  which  libraries  are  selected,  that  the  commis- 
sioner should  have  supervision  over  all  the  libraries  in  the  county,  that 
the  apportionment  of  public  money  should  be  made  through  the  office  of 
commissioner  of  schools,  and  definite  financial  and  library  reports 
shoMid  be  made  to  him  by  each  librarian. 

T  have  endeavored  during  my  term  of  office  to  divert  the  money  t 
the  township  to  district  school  libraries.     Last  year,  there  were~  k 
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tioned  $2,912.00,  nbout  eij^iteen  cents  per- capita.  The  total  number  of 
volumes  in  tlie  district  schoo)  libraries  is  7.527.  This  does  not  include 
the  public  school  libraries  of  Wt.  Clair  city,  Marine  City  and  Port  Huron. 

R.  8.  Campbell. 

TUSCOLA  COUNTY. 

We  have  about  seventy-five  B<;hool  libraries  in  Tuscola  county. 
Some  however  are  very  small,  numberinj;  not  more  than  ten  volumes. 
In  my  judgment  the  last  of  June  would  be  the  best  time  for  com- 
missioners to  report.  It  would  naturally  come  at  that  time.  We  have 
one  Imndred  forty-nine  schools  and  about  peventy-four  are  without  libra- 
ries. I  (lb  not  know  of  one  free  public  library  in  the  county.  There  are 
several  township  libraries,  worthless  however  since  they  are  not  conducted 
properly  and  are  made  up  of  very  poor  selections  of  books.  The  only 
special  effort  made  for  a  library  I  have  ever  heard  of  in  the  county  was 
that  at  Caro.  As  a  rule  library  money  is  nsed  for  other  school  purposes. 
This  is  a  practice  I  am  trying  to  overcome  and  in  a  number  of  cases  it 
has  been  abandoned  and  money  used  for  library  purposes.  Hoping  the 
above  contains  the  information  you  desire,  I  remain. 

H.  P.  Bi-SH. 

VAN    BrRE.\    COfNTY. 

Number  of  ecbools  In  county  wltb  libraries 107 

Number  of  ecbools  in  county  wltbout  libraries 46 

Number  of  tovnshlps  with  libraries 7 

Townships—  No.  Vols. 

Arlington   437 

Geneva  600 

Hamilton 585 

Keeler 648 

lawrence 600 

Pine  Grovo  IBO 

South  Haven 3,060 

Other  libraries  are: 

Ladies'  library.  Hartlord LllO 

Coterie  library.  Paw  Paw 300 

Scott  Club,  South  Haven 200 

Ladles'  library,  Decatur 630 

Xearly  all  of  our  teachers  are  interested  in  school  libraries  and  many 
of  the  district  libraries  are  the  result  of  socials,  especially  in  those 
towns  having  township  libraries,  and  the  larger  part  of  additions  come 
from  the  same  source.  Perhaps  half  the  districts  use  library  moneys  for 
general  purposes. 

On  the  whole  there  is  a  steady,  healthy  growth  in  library  sentiment 
among  teachers  and  patrons,  and  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts  to  have 
library  moneys  applied  to  that  purpose. 

E,   A.   ASBLTIXE. 

iCommisiioner. 

D,3nz.,J.;X-OOQlC 
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WAYNE    COl'NTY. 

The  library  money  ie  pretty  generally  useiJ  for  library  purposes  by 
school  boards.  The  reason  for  not  seoding  for  the  loan  of  books  is  that 
I  infer  from  the  rules  that  we  are  not  eligible,  not  having  one  hundred 
registered  books  in  the  office  on  hand.  I  think  if  the  Library  Commission 
would  change  these  rules  to  allow  the  county  school  commissioners  to  have 
the  loan  of  books  it  would  be  a  great  help  and  they  would  be  much  better 
distributed,  because  teachers  would  be  much  better  acquainted  with  their 
value  J)y  using  them  from  the  school  commipsioner's  office.  If  it  can  be 
arranged  sp  that  this  office  can  receive  the  loan  we  have  every  conrenience 
and  I  assnre  you  it  would  be  much  appreciated. 

Number  of  libraries  tn  Wayne  county ; 131 

Number  of  BchoolB  bavlng  libraries 128 

Number  ot  schools  with  no  libraries 14 

Number  of  schools  with  libraries  not  reported 10 

Number  of  free  public  lll>rarles  In  towns  and  cities 3 

Activity  in  library  matters  among  educators  fairly  good.  Is  library 
money  used  for  library  purposes?    Prettv  generally. 

E.  W.  Yost,  • 
Commissioner, 


WEXFORD  COrXTi". 

The  library  spirit  in  this  county  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and  prospects 
for  library  advancement  are  not  good.  Mont  all  of  our  teachers  are 
young  and  have  not  learned  the  value  of  a  good  library  and  are  not 
interested  in  the  library  movement.  We  have  fifty-three  libraries  in  the 
county,  thirty-six  schools  have. libraries,  in  many  cases  only  a  few  books, 
forty-three  schools  have  no  libraries,  and  there  are  peventeen  free  public 
libraries  io  the  towns  and  cities.  The  money  which  should  be  used  for 
libraries  is  in  nearly  all  cases  diverted  to  general  school  purposes. 

C.  C.  Slemons. 


BOOKS   FOR   SCHOOL   AND   TOWNSHIP   LIBKARIES. 

WALTER    II.    FRENCH.    DEPrTT    StTERINTENDRNT    OP    PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Townphip  and  school  district  libraries  have  passed  the  experimental 
stage.  Xo  one  questions  their  value  and  nearly  everj'one  admits  the 
fact  that  good  books  are  the  best  friends  and  companions  young  people 
can  have.  At  the  present  time  almost  every  publishing  house  has  a  list 
of  books  Fpecially  designed  for  use  in  public  libraries,  but  notwith- 
standing this,  the  fact  still  remains  that  in  many  localities  there  have 
been  purchased  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  children  books  that  were, 
first,  poorly  bound  and  poorly  edited,  and  second,  hooks  that  are  either 
wholly  unfit  for  the  use  of  young  people,  or  hooks  so  poorly  written  that 
the  literary  tapfe  of  the  individual  is  lowered  rather  than  hnproved  by 
their   penisal.     Money   which    is   put   into  unfit   or   improper   reading 
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material  ia  worse  than  wasted.  Tiie  downfall  of  many  young  men  and 
women  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  books  or  papers  which  they  have 
read.    Instances  all  over  the  state  could  be  cited  to  prove  this  statement. 

With  all  these  facts  before  iis  the  question  of  selecting  books  for 
either  a  district  or  a  public  library  becomes  one  of  vital  importance. 
The  selection  of  books  should  not  be  left  to  those  who  are  carel^s  or  who 
have  not  sufficient  time  to  frive  the  matter  careful  and  thorough  atten- 
tion. In  every  school  dlatrict,  the  school  board  is  by  law  given  the 
charge  of  the  school  library,  and  they  have  authority  to  appoint  a  li- 
brarian, or  one  member  of  the  board  may  be  librarian.  In  townships, 
the  board  of  school  inspectors  have  charge  of  and  purchase  books  for 
the  library,  and  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  is  by 
law  the  librarian  and  has  the  custody  of  the  books.  The  county  com- 
missioner of  schools  in  every  county  is  the  advisory  officer  to  all  school  ' 
boards  and  boards  of  school  inspectors,  and  it  would  be  highly  advisable 
in  all  cases  where  libraries  are  to  be  established,  or  where  additions  are 
to  be  made  to  the  library,  that  the  district  board,  or  the  board  of  school 
inspectors,  should  secure  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  county  com- 
missioner in  making  purchases  of  books.  The  county  commissioner, 
through  his  educational  training  and  wide  experience  with  schools,  and 
through  his  knowledge  of  the  various  publishing  companies,  should  be 
a  competent  person  to  aid  in  making  the  selection  of  proper  books. 
In  addition  to  the  county  commissioner,  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the 
State  Librarian,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer  of  Lansing,  can  be  secured  at 
any  and  all  times.  Mrc,  Spencer  has  labored  long  and  faithfully  to  im- 
prove the  state  library  and  various  public  tibraries  of  the  state  and  is 
thoroughly  conversant  witli  all  the  needs  of  such  institutions. 

It  should  be  remembei-ed  that  simply  because  a  book  is  cheap  is  no 
indication  that  it  is  a  good  book  or  that  it  would  be  a  proper  one  to  be 
placed  in  a  public  librnr}'.  The  price  should  have  little  or  nothing  to  do 
■with  the  selection.  The  subject  matter,  the  author,  and  the  binding  of 
any  book  should  be  thoroughly  considered.  No  book  should  be  pur- 
chased which  was  not  written  by  one  of  the  standard  authors,  or  one 
who  is  generally  considered  to  be  an  authority  on  the  subject  treated. 
In  selecting  books  for  school  libraries  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to 
consider  the  subject  matter,  I>ecause  books  which  would  be  perfectly 
rlear  and  intelligible  to  adult  persons  might  be  beyond  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  children  who  would  be  expected  to  use  them.  Books  for 
school  libraries  should  be  written  in  a  clear,  concise  style,  and  should 
treat  of  subjects  which  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  related  to  the 
work  of  the  schoolroom.  This  would  include  books  of  travel,  history, 
biography,  geography,  stories,  and  literature.  Very  few,  if  any,  works 
of  liotion  should  be  placed  in  any  ordinary  school  library.  Such  works 
may  be  studied  by  students  in  high  schools,  but  they  are  of  compara- 
tively little  value  in  the  grades. 

For  township  libraries  the  same  subjects  as  those  mentioned  above 
should  be  included,  also  standard  works  of  fiction,  becauE«  the  books 
from  a  township  library  will  be  used  very  largely  by  the  adult  popula- 
tion, and  in  every  case  it  pays  to  purchase  well  twund  and  durable  books. 

Teachers  in  the  public  schools  should  make  a  study  of  the  library 
question  and  should  thoroughly  acquaint  themseh'es  with  the  best 
books  and  the  best  authors  on  various  subjects.     It  would  bc^  ■perfectly 
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proper  for  the  county  commiaaioner  of  schools  to  arrange  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  subject  of  library  means  and  methods  at  the  several  county 
teachers'  associations,  and  all  teachers'  institutes.  Every  institute  con- 
ductor should  be  able  and  willing  to  give  one  or  more  talks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  libraries,  instructing  the  teachers  how  to  select  books,  what 
kind  of  books  to  select,  and  where  to  get  them.  While  libraries  have 
been  known  for  hundreds  of  years,  it  is  only  within  a  comparatively 
recent  period  that  any  systematic  attempt  has  been  made  to  study  the 
question  and  devise  plans  for  securing  working  libraries  and  for  their 
maintenance  and  protection.  It  is  also  of  recent  date  that  works  have 
been  produced  which  were  at  all  suitable  for  the  general  purpose  of 
school  libraries.  But  there  is  no  longer  any  excuse  for  any  school 
district  in  the  State  of  Michigan  refraining  from  or  refusing  to  organize 
and  establish  a  library.  Our  laws  are  sufficient  for  this  purpose  and  it 
merely  needs  the,  attention  and  careful  consideration  of  the  patrons, 
teachers  and  officers  to  secure  this  great  boon  to  every  child  in  our  State. 


SUGGESTIONS     FOR    THE    IMPROVEMENT    OF    TOWNSHtP    AND    DIS- 
TRICT  LIBRARIES. 

ny   R.   D.  BAILEV.  COMMIHSIOXER  OF  SCnOOLE,  OTSEGO  COrNTY. 

A  library  may  become  one  of  the  strongest  educational  and  i-eflning 
influences  in  a  township.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  on  account  of 
-the  wi'ctched  class  of  books  chosen  and  the  utter  neglect  of  the  library 
by  those  in  charge,  this  end  is  rarely  attained. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  the  township  library  is  in  charge  of  the  town- 
ship board  of  school  inspectors,  who  ai-e  seldom  chofcn  with  a  view  to 
their  fitness  for  the  important  work  they  have  to  do.  This  board  should 
have  quite  a  high  degree  of  literary  .taste,  as  they  need  to  prepare  the 
mental  bill  of  fare  to  a  great  extent  for  their  fellow  citizens.  They 
should  not  at  the  beginning  buy  books  altogether  above  the  level  of  the 
readers  but  should  begin  with  as  high  a  grade  as  their  taste  will  permit, 
and  then  seek  systematically  and  pei-sistently  to  elevate  that  grade. 

In  the  typical  township  library  there  is  almost  nothing  to  tempt  the 
young  to  spend  rainy  days  or  dull  evenings  with  a  good  book,  and  but 
little  to  lead  to  a  love  of  books  or  to  good  reading. 

The  board  of  inspectors  should  put  a  person  in  charge  of  the  library 
because  he  is  efficient  and  iMjcanse  he  exerts  himslf  to  extend  its  cir- 
culation and  usefulness  and  not  to  give  him  an  easy  job  or  to  help  in 
some  political  pull. 

Township  library  boards  (the  board  of  pchool  inspectors)  should  seek 
to  have  the  library  in  a  central  place,  in  a  clean  cheerful  i-ooni  and  the 
books  arranged  in  neat  cases. 

For  one  dollar  enough  slips  can  be  printed  to  advertise  the  library 
through  the  towuship.  I^t  the  slip  read  like  this:  "The  library  of  — ^ 
Township  is  kept  at  John  Doe's,  the  books  are  free  to  any  resident 
of  the  township,  on  the  following  days  aud  evenings  of  each  week. 
(Here  name  the  time.)      The  library  is  public  property  and  we  wish 
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to  see  every  man,  woman  and  child  use  it.  We  have  just  added 
the  following  new  books.  (Here  name  them.)  Beaides  these,  the  fol- 
lowing books  of  tTie  old  stock  will  be  found  vei-y  profitable  and  enter- 
taining. (Here  name  thirty  or  forty  of  the  very  best  of  the  old  books.) 
Our  library  contains  something  good  and  profitable  for  boys  and  girls, 
men  and  women. 

Remember  this: 

A  good  book  is  a  safe  companion  for  man  or  child. 

Many  men  have  improved  their  chances  in  life  by  private  study  of 
helpful  books. 

Many  homes  are  dull  for  young  people,  who  leave  tbem  because  they 
have  little  or  no  interesting  i-eading  matter. 

A  few  minutes  snatched  now  and  then,  and  spent  in  reading,  will  keep 
a  person  from  idleness,  gossip  and  loafing,  and  will  give  in  return  an 
acquaintance  with  the  best  thoughts  of  great  men. 

Without  price  yon  and  your  families  may  have  entertainment,  and 
the  best  thoughts  of  all  the  ages  instead  of  neighborhood  gossip.  Come 
over,  bring  your  family  and  select  some  books  for  each,  ae  regularly  as 
you  get  your  groceries. 

Very  respectfully. 

Board  of  gchool  Inspectors. 

The  books  should  be  chosen  at  intervals  not  too  long  apart.  It  keeps 
up  interest  better  to  put  in  twenty-flve  new,  fresh  books,  and  to  put  in 
twenty-five  more  in  six  months,  and  so  on,  ihan  to  put  them  all  in  at 
once  and  to  have  the  whole  number  come  at  once  and  thus  lose  their 
freshness  and  attracfiveness. 

Books  should  not  be  ordeifd  in  sets,  as  nearly  every  author  has  some 
dull  volumes  and  to  devote  much  money  and  space  to  one  author  limits 
the  range  of  the  library.    Job  lots  of  boitks  should  not  be  bought. 

Books  should  not  be  bought  of  agents  as  an  exorbitant  price  is  always 
paid  in  such  cases. 

Books  should  not  be  bought  by  the  yard,  simply  to  fill  up  the  shelves 
with  all  the  titles  in  some  fancy  named  edition  at  eighteen  cents  a 
volume. 

Books  should,  however,  be  bought  for  the  busy  father  and  mother; 
for  the  progressive  father  who  wishes  to  learn  more  about  scientific 
gardening,  stock-raising,  fruit  culture,  fertilizers,  home  grounds,  etc.; 
for  the  intelligent  mother  who  no  doubt  was  a  well-bred  girl,  and  who 
in  early  life  followed  lier  husband  to  the  farm;  for  (he  young  man  who 
remains  on  the  fai-m  to  help  his  father  and  is  proud  of  it,  but  who  reas- 
onably desires  a  widened  horizon;  for  the  daughter  of  the  family, 
for  the  hired  help;  for  the  restless  boy  who  craves  history,  biography, 
hero  stories  and  tales  of  adventure,  but  let  the  latter  be  of  the  whole- 
some claFs  of  which  there  is  an  abundance;  for  the  children  of  the 
family,  nature  stories,  science  stories,  pure  literatui-e,  a  general  abun- 
dance of  the  large  supply  now  in  the  market  for  children. 

So  small  a  sum  as  fifty  dollars  a  year,  steadily  and  intelligently  spent 
by  the  library  board,  year  after  year,  on  books  selected,  by  experts, 
would  doubtless  do  much  toward  the  proper  rearing  of  the  youth  of  any 
township. 
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If  library  boardB  do  not  know  liow  to  select  a  well  balanced  library, 
ttiey  should  coDsult  someone  who  is  at  least  a  fair  judge  of  books  and  of 
people  and  their  literary  needs.  They  might  state  their  needs  to  the 
State  Librarian,  to  the  county  commissioner  of  schools,  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  or  to  some  bright  local  school  teacher. 

Local  teachers  of  rural  schools  in  the  township  should  promptly 
familiarize  tbemsetves  with  the  library,  and  recommend  books  to  pupils 
personally  find  individually;  should  draw  books  to  use  at  school,  get  a 
loan  of  unused  books  in  the  township  library  for  the  school  for  the 
term  of  the  year;  be  at  the  library  by  appointment  with  pupils  to  assist 
them  to  a  wise  choice  of  attractive  reading. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  more  townships  do  not  take  advantage  of  the 
generous  offer  of  the  State  Library  and  secure  one  of  the  circulating 
sets  of  fifty  (50)  well  selected  volumes,  which  may  be  retained  three 
months  or  longer,  and  which  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
State  Librarian. 

AH  grange  libraries  may  become  roistered  with  the  State  Library 
as  the  law  provides,  allowing  patrons  of  the  grange  library  certain 
valuable  privileges  in  the  State  Library.  Among  which  is  the  loan  of 
hooks  from  that  department. 

Every  township  library  in  the  State  of  Michigan  may  become  aflBliated 
with  the  State  Library  by  promising  to  use  its  money,  received  from 
fines,  exclusively  for  library  purposes.  Under  that  system  a  loan  of  100 
books  is  offered  by  the  Board  of  Library  Comissioners. 

The  county  commissioner  of  schools  can  do  much  to  assist  in  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  the  township  library.  He  visits  each  school  dis- 
trict in  the  township.  Let  him  ui^e  the  teacher  to  an  intelligent  use  of 
the  library  for  the  school;  let  him  speak  urgently  to  all  the  school  about 
using  the  library.  Let  him  agree  to  review  pupils'  essays  on  library 
books  read.  Let  him  urge  teachers  at  their  institutes  and  associations 
to  be  active  in  library  matters. 

The  commissioner  should  see  to  it  that  the  township  library  receives 
its  share  of  attention  on  the  program  of  the  Farmers'  Institute.  He 
has  large  opportunity,  by  virtue  of  his  oflBce,  to  influence  the  members  of 
the  board  of  school  inspectors  by  letter,  and  by  frequently  meeting  them 
on  his  drives,  and  on  the  streets.  He  may  get  the  editor  of  the  local 
paper  to  help  the  good  work  along  by  a  well-worded  paragraph  now  and 
then. 

A  broad  gauged  commissioner  can  carefully  collect  the  names  of  all 
who  in  his  county  have  charge  of  school,  Sunday  school,  township  or 
other  libraries,  and  quietly  seek  ways  and  means  of  gaiuing  their  atten- 
tion to  the  important  subject  of  additions  of  real  merit  to  all  their 
'  libraries. 

In  the  matter  of  district  libraries:  to  foster  with  jealous  care  a  col- 
lection of  good  books  in  each  and  every  school  house  is  one  of  the  best 
works  in  which  the  county  commissioner  of  schools,  the  teacher  or  the 
school  board,  can  be  engaged,  and  all  should  work  as  a  unit  to  place  in 
each  school  such  a  collection,  to  keep  it  revivified  by  frequent  well-chosen 
additions  and  to  insist  upon  its  systematic  use. 

The  patron  should  pay  taxes  for  this  puriJOse,  perhaps  more  cheer- 
fully than  for  any  other  object  for  which  he  is  taxed. 

The  life  of  a  dollar,  spent  in  school  or  township  libraries,  is  perennial. 
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Unlike  the  dollar  spent  for  clotliefl,  food,  wcM)d,  etc.,  its  influence  lives 
un  and  on.  Fifteen  dollars  may  eeem  to  some  sparsely  populated  dis- 
tricts to  be  a  large  amount  of  monej  to  spend  for  books.  Strange,  that 
school  rooms,  the  very  home  of  letters,  the  natui'al  place  for  books,  have 
been  until  recently  in  all,  and  are  yet  in  many  districts,  absolutely 
barren  of  well-chosen  working  libraries. 

The  law  provides  means  by  which  any  pchool  district,  city,  village  or 
rural,  may  establish  a  district  library.  When  so  established  the  dis- 
trict.library  is  entitled  to  its  proportionate  share  of  the  township 
library  money  on  hand  and  that  may  come  in.  Until  they  are  better 
managed,  many  township  libraries  would  do  more  good  broken  up  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  eager  children  and  the  active  teachers  of  tbe  several 
schools  of  the  township;  but.  while  there  are  many  advantages  in  having 
a  school  district  library,  subject  to  the  demand  of  any  resident  of  the 
district,  there  are  disadvantages  and  embarrassments  connected  with 
such  a  system. 

ft^ith  the  present  vicious  tendency  to  divert  library  money  to  general 
school  purposes,  the  loss  of  this  and  of  the  districts'  share  of  the  anti- 
quated books  of  the  township  library,  by  not  becoming  a  purely  district 
libraiT.  are  too  trivial  to  be  set  against  having  a  well  balanced  private 
school  reference  library,  always  on  hand  and  always  in  good,  condition. 

Tbe  State  Normal  Schools  should  give  their  students,  our  future 
teachers,  drill  in  library  economy,  for  districts  of  the  kind  in  which  the 
student  in  the  rural  course  of  a  normal  school  should  drill  in  the  choice 
of  a  well  balanced  library  for  rural  schools  of  different  sizes  and  number 
of  grddes.  She  should  know  why  to  select  certain  books,  their  price,  how 
to  order,  be  familiar  with  a  wide  range  of  publishers'  catalogues,  should 
drill  in  using  the  library  in  various  ways  in  school,  and  be  trained  in 
populariziug  the  library.  This  came  idea  would  apply  to  the  teachers 
of  the  city  and  village  schools. 

Principals  and  superintendents  of  schools,  whose  students  are  expect- 
ing to  teach,  should  give  all  aid  in  their  power  in  the  same  direction. 
As  for  the  commissioner  of  schools,  he  is  inexcusable  if  he  is  not  always 
on  the  alert  to  do  something  for  tbe  lihrarj'  movement. 

In  all  seeking,  getting  and  using  libraries,  the  great  aim  should  be 
utility,  not  show,  smalt,  crisp  bookn;  quality,  not  quantity. 
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S5 

Allegan  Co.: 

316 
250 
240 
224 
450 
211 

300 

486 
400 
3t5 
218 
293 
211 

263 

220 
214 

273 
431 
461 

398 
300 

BavCo.: 

Beaver,  T 

MaiilIus,T 

AlpeimCo.: 

Alpena,  T 

Ben  lie  Co.: 

282 
366 

Blaine,  T ."  . 

Inland, T  

Joyfleld.T. 

Platt«,  T 

Kearwiey,  T 

205 

Milton,  T 

Berrien  Co.: 

Berrien,  D 

Star,  T 

Hagar,  D 

SlandUh,  D 
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Lake,  T 
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Lincoln. D 
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Barry  Co. : 
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234 
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Waiervliet,  D 
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234 
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350 
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411 
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213 
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200 

201 
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230 
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426 
280 
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300 
200 
256 
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217 

203 
300 
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200 
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223 
243 

Clinton  Co.-O>n(..- 

Callforni»,T 
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Calhoun  Co.: 

Dell*  Co.: 

CaasCo.: 

Dickinson  Co.: 

230 
436 

MaroeUus,D 

Eaton  Co.: 

Penn,  D 

420 
477 
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4S0 

Porter,  T 
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Emmet  Co.: 

285 

Genesee  Co.: 

Nunda,  D 
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Chippewa  Co.: 

Burton,  D 
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Clinton  Co.: 

Bath,  T 
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364 
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400 
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252 
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250 
225 
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375 
258 
332 

328 

349 
230 
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Hanover,  D 

Fife  Lake,  T. . 

Springport,  D 

Kalamazoo  Co.: 

287 

Kalkaska,  D 

205 

EUladaleCo.: 

Adams,  D 

Kent  Co.: 

Houffliton  Co.: 

Paris,  D 

204 

200 

Keweenaw  Co.: 

Lake  Co.: 

Ingham  Co.: 

412 

Cherry  Valley.  T 

3V2 

Ionia  Co.: 

Lapeer  Co.: 

Deerfleld,  T 

446 

240 
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374 

Iron  CO' 

Iron  River,  T. 

Cenlerville,  T. 

287 
26S 

Isabella,  T 

296 

Jackson  Co.: 
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369 
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Lenawee  Co.: 
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254 
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300 
430 
200 
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287 
206 

250 
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367 
361 

400 
400 
362 

314 
200 
384 
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■    234 
257 
205 
283 
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225 
297 

200 
266 

450 
267 
320 
217 
297 

300 
312 
212 
230 

Menominee  Co.: 

Blisafleld,  D 

MlaaaukeeCo.: 

^ 

Monroe  Co.: 

Bedford,  T 

450 

LiriDgBtOD  Co.: 

368 

Dundee,  T 

Genoa,  T 

218 

RalainvDle,  T 

Mackinac  Co.: 

Montcalm  Co.: 

262 

345 

261 

Montmorency  Co.: 

Muskegon  Co.: 

326 

Hollon.T 

254 

MarquelteCo.: 

Huroboll,T. 

North  Muskegon,  city 

SuUiTan.T.^ 

Newaygo  Co.: 

238 
250 

204 

225 

250 

Summlt,T 

242 

Oakland  Co.: 

LiOOg 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY  C0MMI8SI0NBRS. 


Librarita  emUainiiis  frvm  tOO  to  600  mlumu.— CoDtloued. 


Townahipwid 
dlslrlol  libnrlea. 

i 

Township  and 
district  libnriM. 

J 
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330 

326 
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206 
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406 
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450 
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267 
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an 
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245 
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324 
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410 

KochviUe,D. 

Rniford.b 

401 

St.  Clair  Co.: 

432 

Pt^T..°:::::::::::::::'::;:: 

Elbridge,  T 

270 

Newfleld,  T 

9l  Joaept  Co.: 

Ogemaw  Co.: 
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350 

Sanilac  Co.: 

Burdell.T 

310 

42D 
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Schoolcraft  Co.: 

OsceoV  T 

226 

226 

Shiawassee  Co.: 

200 

450 

OlUwa  Co.: 

Tuscola  Co.: 

225 

Grand  Haven,  city 

210 

322 

Welle,  T 

300 

Saginaw  Co.: 

Van  Buren  Co.: 

403 

402 
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V»n  Buren  Co.— CkmL: 

226 
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260 
200 
200 
212 
400 
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430 
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323 
360 
339 

220 
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200 
250 
200 
264 
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200 
438 
225 
270 
306 
400 
438 
452 
303 
262 
260 
240 
221 
238 
268 
277 

Wayne  Ca-Oonf.; 

$? 

Monguairon.D 

300 

Nankin,  D 

246 

200 

Nankin.D 

373 

Uma,  T  . . . . 

200 

240 

ICrb^.:::::::::::::::;:;:: 

WnyneCo.: 

BomuluB,  D 

460 

288 

Bumpter,  D 

Dearborn,  D 

262 

3S8 

Weitard  Co.: 

Hamtramott,  D,  Highland  P'k 

393 

Selma,  T 

295 

w"xford,T..:' ■:::;.■■' 

430 
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Alcona  Co.: 
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Antrim  Co.: 
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Kawkawlin,  T.. 
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Benzie  Co.: 

Beozonia,  T  . . . . 

Berrien  Co. : 

BertraDd,  T 

Nile9,T 

Weesan,  T , 

Braoch  Ca : 

Girard,  T. 

Union,  D 

Calhoun  Co.: 

Homer,  V . 

Tekonsba,  T 

CaesCo.: 

La  Grange.  D. ... 
Vollnia.  T 

Clinton  Co.: 

Blnebam,  D 

Victor,  T. 

Delta  Co.: 
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Pelch,T 

Eaton  Co.: 

KBlamo.T 

Oneida,  D 

Windsor,  T 

Emmet  Co.: 

Little  Traverse,  T 

Genesee  Co.: 

Richfield.  T 

Grand  Traverse  Co.: 

Garfield.  T 

Mayfield.  T. 

Peninsula,  T 

Hillsdale  Co.: 

Fayette,  D 

Woodbridge,  T 

Houghton  Co.: 

Adams,  D 

Calumet,  D 

Franklin,  D 

Huron  Co.; 

Rubicon,  T 

Sand  Beocb,  T, 

Sebewaln^r,  T 

Verona,  D 

Ionia  Co.: 

Belding,  city 

Boston,  D 

North    Plains,    Hubbardston 

Lib 

Portland,  D 

Portland,  T 

Iosco  Co.: 

RastTawaa,  city....   

Oscoda,  T 

Isabella  Co.: 

Mt.  Pleasant,  city 
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KiUamazoo  Co.: 

Comstock,  X) 

Schoolcraft,  D.. 
SchoolcrMu  T.. 

Kent  Co.: 

Algoma,  D 

ByrOD,  T... 

Cascade,  T 

Grattan,  T. 

Sparta,  D 

Lapeer  Co.: 

Almont,  D 

Hadley,  D 

Lapeer,  cUy 

Marathon,  T 

Lenawee  Co.: 

Blisafleld,  D..... 
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Cambridge,  T... 
Hudson,  oity.... 

BudsoD,  P 

Ogden,  T 
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Cedarvllle,  T . . 
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Bloomer,  D..... 

CryBtal,  T 

Douglass,  T 

Muskegon  Co.: 

Montague,  T.... 
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Newaygo  Co.: 

Ensley,  T 

Sheridan,  D..... 

Oakland  Co. : 

Farinlngtoa,  T, 
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Oceana  Co.: 

Greenwood,  T. . 

Hart,  T 
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Bear  Lake,  T 
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Mason  Co.: 

Amber,  T 
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Grant,  T 

Fere  Marquette,  T... 


Marquee 
nan,  T  . 
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Highland,  T 

Orient,  T 
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Oscoda  Co.: 
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Ottawa  Co.: 

Georgetown,  T. . . 
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Zeeland,  D 


Saginaw  Co.: 

Blumfield,  T.... 
Bridgeport,  T... 
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dlatriot  librftrioB. 

4 

TowtwUpand 
district  UbrwriM. 

•si 

Socrlnaw  Co.— Omt; 

836 
8TI 

850 
615 

600 
980 

500 
540 

760 
600 

053 
540 
066 

530 
800 
700 

Van  Bureo  Co.: 

GflQeTa,T 

726 

Haniillon,T 

Sl  Clair  Co.: 

Washtenaw  Co.: 

St.  Clair,  oily 

St.  JoMpfa  Co.: 

Wayne  Co.: 

HamiramcK,  D. 

Sprln^wellB,  Dolray  Tillaare.- 

Hazelton.T 

Tuscola  Co. : 

Wexford  Co.: 
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Ubrariet  containing  1,000  and  more  twlumet. 


BanrCo.: 

CHlletOD,  D 

HaetiDgs,  oitf 

Bar  Co.: 

Bay  City 

FnokenluBl,  D 

West  Bay  City 

Benzie  Co.: 

Benzonla,  Aoad. 

Crystal  Lake 

Berrien  Co.: 

BeotoQ  Harbor,  city. . 

Buchaaan,  T 

Nile8,cltv 

St.  Joaepfa,  tchool .... 
Three  Oaks,  T 

BnocbOo.: 

BrODsOD, T 

Gold  water,  city. 

UdIoii,  T 

Calhoun 'Co.: 

Albion,  ladles' 

Albion,  city 

BatUe  Creek,  city.... 
Marshall,  school 

OaMCo.: 

CaBsopolls,  village  . . . 
Dowagiac,  city 

CharleTOix  Co.: 

Charlevoix,  T 

Pealne 


3,oei 

2,000 
lfl,7I9 
2,000 


3,606 
2,02S 


Cranford  Co.: 

Orayling,  T 

Delta  Co.: 

Escanaba,  city 

Dickinson  Co.: 

Breilung.T 

Iron  Mountain,  city 

Norway,  public  school... . 

Eaton  Co.: 

Bellevue,  T 

Charlotte,  city 

Chester,  T 

Walton,  T 

Bmmet  Co.: 

Petoskey,  city 

Oenesee  Co.: 

Atlas,  ladles' 

Atla«,  Goodrich  ladies'... 
Fenton,  village 

Gogebic  Co.: 

Bessemer,  city 

IroDwood,  city 

Ironwood,  public  school,. 

Grand  Traverse  Co. : 

Grant.  T., 

Traverse  City 

Gratiot  Co.: 

Arcada,  D 

Ithaca,  D 

St.  Louis,  city 

Hillsdale  Co.: 

Hillsdale,  ladies' 

Hillsdale,  public  school . . 
JonesvlUe,  ladies' 

Houghton  Co.: 

Calumet,  city 

Calumet,  D 

Hancock,  D 

Houghton,  city 

Osceola,  D , 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMHISSIONBRS. 
IMraria  amUUnhtg  1,000  and  more  n)Iume8.— Cootinued. 


HouKhton  Co.~Cont.: 

Portage,  D 

Quincy,  T 

Soboolcrart,  T  . . , 

Ingbsm  Co.: 

UinfliDg,  city 

Vevay,  D 


Marquette  Co.: 

Obampion,  T 

ChocoUy.T 

lehpemlDg,  city.. 
Republic,  T 


Kalamazoo  Co.: 

Kalamazoo,  city 

ScboolcraU,  cily 

Kent  Co.: 

Grand  Raplde,  city. . 

Ijowell,  D 

Lowell.T 


Lenawee  Co.: 

Adrian,  city 

Adrian,  college 

Ridfreway,  Tillage.. 
Tecuroseb,  village.. 

LlviDgBtoD  Co.: 

Eowell,  D 

Howell,  village..... 


1,000 
2.100 

*.687 

22,382 

28,672 
1,202 

58,132 
3,709 
1,069 
1,219 

1,000 

1,030 


16,400 
6,000 
1,650 
3,500 


Montcalm  Co.: 

Greenville,  city.. 
Stanton,  city 

Muskegon  Co.: 

Muskegon,  city... 
Whli«ball,  D  . . . . 
Whitehall,  T 

Oakland  Co.: 

Holly,  village... 

Pontlac 

BoyalOak 

Oceana  Co.: 

Pentwater,  T  — 

Shelby,  T 

Weet  Branch  . . . . 

Osceola  Co.: 

Hartwlck 

Richmond 


Macomb  Co.: 

Bruce,  D 

Mt.  Clemens,  city .. 


Saginaw  Co.: 

Saginaw,  city 

Saginaw  City,  Hoyt.. 


i.vCoogle 


FREE  PUBLIC,  SCHOOL  AND  TOWNSHIP  LIBRAHIES. 
Libraries  containing  1,000  and  more  volumes. — Coacluded. 


Tow  ash  ip  and 
district  libraries. 

ll 

Tonuship  and 

district  libraries,     i 

J  ■ 
1^ 

SagiDawCo.-Cont..' 

B,826 
1,427 

8,663 

1.168 
3,050 
4,734 

6.402 

1,424 

2,800 
1,000 

Van  BurenCo.: 

3,000 
7,643 

St.  Clair  Co.: 

Wsshtenaw  Co. : 

Ana  Arbor 

St.  Joseph  Co.: 

Ypsilanti,  Norm^ 

22,000 

Wayne  Co.: 

Nor^hville,  D 

1,040 

Northville,  village 

2,500 

Springwells,  D 

1.8ft4 

Tuscola  Co. : 

Wexford  Co.: 

Note. —For  Culler  scailstliw  oC  111 
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State 

Board  of  Libbaby  Oouhissionebs 

Lansing,  Mich. 


Mk.  £ 


Hb.  B.  R.  Pattihgtu..  Lanalng. 
II>,  Jake  B.  Pbtih.  Saaloa*. 
MB.  David  E.  Hhihimaii,  Detroit. 
Uaa.  H.  O.  Sfihckr.  I,aiutDK. 

Seoretiuj. 


LETTER    OF    TRANSMITTAL. 


Au  Sable,  Michigan-,  March  3,  1904. 
To  Hon.  Aabon  T.  Bliss, 

Oovemor  of  Michigan. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Ubrary  Conmiisflioiiers  for  the  year  1903. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  N.  Loud, 
President. 


Dignz.d  by  Google 
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ACT     ESTA.BLISH1NG     BOARD     OF     LIBRARY     COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 


PUBLIC  ACTS,  1899. 

[No.  115.] 

AN  ACT  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  to  promote 
the  establishment  and  efficiency  of  free  public  libraries,  and  to  provide 
an  appropriation  therefor. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Sbc.  1,  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  four  persons,  residents  of  this  State,  who,  together  with 
the  State  Librarian,  who  shall  be  a  member  ex-oGQcio,  shall  constitute 
a  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  Two  members  of  said  Board  shall 
be  appointed  fop  a  term  of  four  years  and  two  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
and  thereafter  the  term  of  office  shall  he  four  years.  All  vacancies 
occurring  in  the  appointive  membership  of  said  Board,  whether  by  expira- 
tion of  term  of  office  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Library  Commission  to  give  advice 
and  counsel  to  all  free  libraries  in  the  State,  and  to  all  communities 
which  may  propose  to  establish  them,  as  to  the  best  means  of  establish- 
ing and  administering  such  libraries,  the  selection  of  books,  catalogning, 
and  all  other  details  of  library  management.  In  January  of  each  year 
the  Board  shall  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  of  its  doiDgs,  of  which 
report  one  thousand  copies  shall  be  printed  by  the  State  printer  for  the 
use  of  the  Board. 

Sbc.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  free  libraries  on^nized  under  the 
laws  of  the  State,  whether  general  or  special,  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  which  report  shall  conform  as 
near  as  may  be  reasonable  and  convenient,  as  to  time  and  form,  to  such 
rules  as  the  Board  may  prescribe. 

Sbc.  4.  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  shall 
receive  any  compensation  for  his  services,  except  that  the  Board  may 
appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  secretary,  and  such  secretary  may 
receive  such  sum  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Board,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars  annually,  for  clerical  services.  The  Board  shall 
be  entitled  to  expend  a  snm  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  any 
one  year  for  supplies  and  incidentals  and  for  the  actual  and  necessary 
expenses  of  its  members  in  the  discharge  of  their- duties.    The  accounts 
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of  the  Board  shall  be  audited  b;  the  State  Board  of  Auditors,  and  paid 
out  of  the  general  food. 

Sbc.  6.  The  Auditor  General  shall  add  to  and  incorporate  with  the 
State  tax  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  every  year 
thereafter  the  sum  of  eight  handred  dollars,  to  be  assessed,  levied  and 
collected  aa  other  State  taxes  are  assessed,  levied  and  coHected,  which 
sum  when  collected  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  general  fond  to 
reimburse  it  for  the  sums  authorized  to  be  expended  under  this  act. 

This  act  is  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  June  1, 1899. 


APPLICATION  FOE  REGISTRATION  WITH  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY 
COMMISSIONERS. 

APPUCATION   FOa  RB6ISTRATI0N. 

We,  the  oflScers  and  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 

incorporated  under  the  law  of ,'  Act ,  desire  to  become 

registered  with  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  and  to  receive 
the  privileges  granted  registered  libraries. 

We  agree  to  comply  with  the  following  rules  formulated  by  the  Board : 

(1)  All  registered  libraries  must  be  free  to  the  public. 

(2)  The  library  must  have  a  suitable  custodian  and  be  placed  In  a 
room  properly  provided  with  book  shelves  and  tables.  It  must  be  open 
to  the  public  at  least  part  of  two  days  in  the  week, 

(3)  A  township  library  applying  for  r^stration  must  agree  to  use 
the  fines  as  provided  in  Article  13,  Section  12,  Constitution  of  Michigan, 
exclusively  for  library  purposes. 

(i)  A  yearly  report  must  be  made  to  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  by  the  officers  of  the  registered  libraries.  Blanks  for  the 
report  will  be  furnished  by  the  Board. 


RULES  GOVERNING  LOAN  OF  BOOKS. 

The  Board  of  Library  Commisaioners  has  received  your  application  for 
loan  of  books  under  registration  plan.  Will  you  please  advise  us  if  you 
have  complied  with  the  following  rules  under  which  the  loan  is  made : 

1.  All  registered  libraries  must  be  free  to  the  public. 

2.  The  library  must  have  a  suitable  custodian  and  be  placed  in  a 
room  properly  provided  with  book  shelves  and  tables.  It  must  be 
open  to  the  public  at  least  part  of  two  days  in  the  weelc. 

3.  A  township  library  applying  for  registration  must  agree  to  use  the 
flues  as  provided  in  the  Compiled  Laws,  1897,  Vol.  2,  chapter  11,  section 
11. 


ACT  GOVERNING  EXPENDITURE  OP  LIBRARY  MONEYS. 


COMPILED  LAWS  1897. 

V.  2,  Compiler'B  Section  4762. 

Sbc.  4762.  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  for  any  breach  of  the  penal 
laws  of  this  State  and  for  penalties  or  upon  any  recognizance  in  criminal 
proceedings;  and  all  equivalents  for  exemption  from  military  duty  when 
collected  in  any  county  and  paid  into  the  county  treasnry,  together  with 
all  moneys  heretofore  collected  and  paid  into  said  treasury  on  account  of 
such  fines  or  equivalents,  and  not  already  apportioned,  shall  be  apportioned 
by  the  county  treasurer  before  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  year,  amon^ 
the  several  townships  in  the  county,  according  to  the  number  of  children 
therein,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty  years,  as  shown  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  SuperintendeDt  of  Public  Instruction  provided  for  in  the  pre- 
ceding section;  which  money  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  township  and  district  libraries,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

4.  A  yearly  report  must  be  made  to  the  State  Board  of  Library  Com- 
missioners by  the  officers  of  the  registered  libraries.  Blanks  for  the 
report  will  he  furnished  by  the  Board. 

5.  Lists  of  books  on  the  shelves  of  the  registered  libraries  must  be 
filed  with  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  This  list  not  to 
include  government  publications  or  State  documents. 


We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  complied  with  the  above  rules. 

Officers. 
Please  sign  and  return  to  M.  C.  Spencer.  State  Library. 

ACT  GOVEKNING  EXPENDITURE  OF  LIBRARY  MONEYS. 

PUBLIC  ACTS  1895. 

Act  No.  16,  Chap.  XI,  Sec.  11. 

See.  11.  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  flues  for  any  breach  of  the  penal 
laws  of  this  State  and  for  penalties  or  upon  any  recognizance  in  ci-iiuinal 
proceedings^ and  all  equivalents  for  exemption  from  military  duty  when 
collected  in  any  county  and  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  together  with 
all  moneys  heretofore  collected  and  paid  into  said  treasury  on  account 
of  such  flues  or  equivalents,  and  not  already  apportioned,  shall  be  appor- 
tioned by  the  county  treasurer  before  the  flrst  day  of  June  in  each  year, 
among  the  several  townships  in  the  county,  according  to  the  number  of 
children  therein,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty  years,  as  shown  by 
the  statement  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  provided  for 
in  the  preceding  section ;  which  money  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the 
support  of  the  township  and  district  libraries,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

Approved  March  S,  1895. 
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PUBLIC    ACTS    1903. 


AN  ACT  to  secure  iafortuatiOD  regarding  all  public  or  school  libraries  in 
this  State. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact; 

Section  1,  Hereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  librarian  of  any  and 
all  public  libraries,  including  township,  school  district,  village  or  city 
libraries,  to  make  an  annual  report  regarding  the  location,  condition  and 
support  of  said  library  to  the  county  commissioner  of  schools  on  or  before 
tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioner  of  schools  in 
each  county,  immediately  after  receiving  the  reports  from  the  several 
libraries  in  his  county,  and  before  the  first  day  in  September  of  each 
year,  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Com- 
missioners  at  Lansing,  a  complete  list  of  all  the  libraries  other  than  per- 
sonal libraries  within  his  county,  together  with  the  several  reports  pro- 
vided for  in  section  one  of  this  act,  blanks  for  reports  in  both  instances 
to  be  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners. 

Sec,  3.  Act  nnmber  one  hundred  ninety-two  of  the  Public  Acts  of 
nineteen  hundred  one,  and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts  contravening 
ihe  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  May  21,  1903. 


STATE  AIDS  TO  LIBRARIES. 

There  are  two  plans  by  which  the  State  is  aiding  in  the  organization 
and  extension  of  libraries: 

The  traveling  library  system,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
Librarian ; 

The  registration  system,  which  is  nnder  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Commisaiouera. 

(1) 

TRAVELING  LIBRABIES. 

The  traveling  library  has  for  its  object  the  introdaction  of  good  books 
into  localities  where  there  are  no  libraries,  and  where  it  is  difficult  to 
procure  desirable  literature.  These  libraries  are  made  up  in  sets  of 
fifty  volumes,  miscellaneous  in  their  character  and  following  in  a  general 
way  the  plan  of  public  libraries.  From  fourteen  to  fifteen  volumes  in 
each  library  are  carefully  selected  fiction,  the  balance  is  history,  travel, 
biography,  ethics,  religion  and  science.  These  libraries  have  proved  to  be 
of  the  greatest  possible  help  in  school  work  and  to  the  general  reader ; 
onder  their  influence  the  desire  for  weak  and  oftentimes  vicious  reading 
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has  been  lessened  and  the  demand  for  pure  and  vbolesome  books  in- 
creased. Instances  can  be  cited  where  the  literary  taste  of  the  entire 
communit;  has  been  radicall;  changed  b;  the  ioflnence  of  these  little 
libraries.  These  results  are  shown  by  the  cards,  upon  which  the  records 
are  kept.  The  whole  plan  of  the  work  is  essentially  educational  and  has 
for  its  object  the  intellectual  growth  of  the  readers.  The  libraries  are 
sent  from  the  State  Library  upon  request  of  various  organizations;  tas- 
payera  can  unite  in  an  application  (for  small  villages  or  towns  this  form 
is  desirable),  granges,  farmer's  clubs,  women's  clubs,  Epworth  Leagues,  in 
fact  any  reliable  association  oi^nized  for  the  purpose  of  study  and  im- 
provement, either  on  general  or  particular  lines;  the  ''special  libraries" 
being  largely  used  by  women's  clubs.  A  yearly  fee  of  }5.00  pays  the  trans- 
portation expenses  both  ways  on  four  libraries,  |1.25  pays  transportation 
both  ways  on  one  library.  While  the  traveling  libraries  are  not  made  up 
as  school  libraries  nor  sent  out  as  such,  they  may  be  placed  wherever  the 
trastee  and  local  librarian  think  desirable.  They  are  of  most  value  in  com- 
munities where  there  are  no  libraries,  as  they  will  surely  stimulate  a 
desire  for  books,  which  will  result  in  the  organization  of  local  libraries. 
In  these  collections  may  be  found  attractive  reading  for  old  and  young. 
Further  information  and  applications  for  the  libraries  will  be  furnished 
by  the  State  Librarian,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Spencer,  Lansing,  Mich. 

(2) 

BBOISTBRBD  LIBRABIBS. 

These  libraries  are  controlled  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners, 
and  are  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  organization  of  new 
libraries,  and  of  strengthening  those  already  established,  which  may  need 
help,  by  furnishing  additional  reading.  Under  this  plan  any  library 
which  ie  free  to  the  public  and  which  has  on  its  shelves  one  hundred 
books,  not  counting  government  and  State  documents,  may  borrow  from 
the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  one  hundred  books  to  be  kept  for 
six  mouths,  when  upon  a  further  purchase  of  books  another  loan  will  be 
made.  The  loan  applies  to  township,  district  and  school  libraries  if  free 
to  the  public.  It  is  hoped  that  this  plan  will  result  in  the  increase  and 
enlargement  of  libraries  in  the  State,  and  will  convince  school  and  town- 
ship ofBcers  of  the  necessity  of  using  rightly  the  money  provided  by  law 
for  the  maintenance  of  school  and  town  libraries,  rather  than  diverting 
this  fund  to  general  school  purposes.  All  moneys  collected  for  penal  fines 
should  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  town  or  district  libraries, 
and  all  books  purchased  should  be  free  to  all  readers.  This  was  the 
intent  of  the  founders  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  books  are  carefully 
selected,  the  object  being  to  furnish  those  which  will  help  in  an  educa- 
tional way  and  also  attract  the  general  reader.  Fiction  has  its  propor- 
tional representation,  but  the  intent  of  the  plan  is  educational.  The 
machinery  connected  with  this  work  is  simple,  the  details  easy  to  under- 
stand. The  only  expense  is  the  transportation  charge,  which  is  paid  by 
the  borrowers.  Full  instructions  for  the  care  and  management  of  the 
libraries  are  sent  with  the  books  and  further  information  will  be  fur- 
nished'upon  application  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Library  Com- 
missioners, or  by  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  51.  C.  Spencer.  Lansing,  Mich. 
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Three  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Library  ComiiiiHeionei-s  were  held  during 
the  jeap  1903. 

March  7, 
September  22. 
December  i). 

Jflne  8,  Mr.  James  B.  Peter,  of  Saginaw,  and  Mr.  David  E.  HeiQenian, 
of  Detroit,  were  appointed  as  niembers  of  the  Board  to  succeed  Hon. 
Peter  White  and  Mr.  J.  M.  C.  Smith. 

At  the  meeting  September  22,  Mr.  H.  N.  Loud  was  elected  president 
of  the  Board. 

At  the  meeting  December  9,  Mrs.  Mary  0.  Spencer  waa  elected 
secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Ko  publicatioQS  have  been  issued  by  the  Board  since  the  last  report. 


The  following  libraries  are  roistered  with  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners : 

Ao  Sable  Public  Ubnuy. 

Alden-Cuflter  Twp.  Diet.  No.  6. 

Armods  Public  Ubrary. 

Bath  TowDshlp  Library. 

BeidlDg  Public  Library. 

Beoton  Harbor- Hagar  Township. 

Bradyriile  Public  Library. 

Coral  Public  School  Llbrarr. 

Detroit  Wayne  County  Teachers'  Library. 

Dnrand  Y.  t/l.  C.  A.  Library. 

Dundee  Township  Library. 

Davis  School  Library. 

Dundee  High  School  Library. 

Eaat  Tawaa  Free  Public  Library. 

Eat«n  Raplda-Winfleld  Public  Library. 

East  Jordan  School  Library- 

Edward Bbui^-JefTerson  Township  Library. 

Frankfort  Public  School  Library, 

Forest  Hlll-Plne  River  Township  Library. 

FowIervUle  Public  School  Library. 

Orand  Ledge-Onelda  Center  Library.  -    .     ,,    (  ,i^i^a\p 

Hancock  T.  M.  C.  A.  Library.  °'3'  "  "^ '''  '-"-"-'^"^ 

Harbor  Springs  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library. 
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Hartford  Ladles'  Libru?  Association. 

Hersey  School  Library, 

Ionia  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  Library,  ' 

LlTonla  Township  Library. 

Mayvllle  High  School  Library. 

Munlslng  Public  Library, 

MulHken  School  Library. 

New  Boston  School  Library, 

NaebTTlle  Public  School  Library. 

New  Buffalo  Public  School  Library. 

Riley  Township  Library, 

SpetLker  Township  Library. 

Sh el byvl He- Martin  Township  Library. 

Star  City  School  Library. 

Sterling  Ledyard  Free  Library, 

Tecumaeh  School  Library. 

West  Branch  Township  Library. 

Total  number  registered 40 

The  following  libraries  have  borrowed  100  booka  under  the  registration 
plan : 

Armada.  Forest  Hill. 

Bath.  Fowlerville. 

Beldlng.  Harbor  Springs. 

Benton  Harbor,  Ionia  Hall-Fowler  Library. 

Bradvltle.  Mayvllle. 

Coral.  Mulllkeo. 

Davis.  Nashville, 

Dundee.  Shelbyrllle, 

East  Jordan  Star  City.' 

fiast  Tawas.  Wlnfleld. 

The  progress  of  library  growth  in  the  Btate  during  the  past  year  has 
been  very  encouraging.  The  persistent  efforts  of  the  Board  and  the 
hearty  response  made  to  these  efforts  by  the  county  commissioDers  of 
schools,  together  with  the  generous  gifts  of  Mr.  Carnegie  hare  resulted  in 
an  awakening,  which  has  greatly  encouraged  the  Commission.  The  efforts 
of  the  commissioners  of  schools  and  the  local  officers  have  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  a  number  of  new  township  and  district  libraries,  and  the 
reorganization  of  others  which  have  been  of  little  use  to  the  public.  The 
statistics,  as  given  in  this  report,  will  show  a  lai^e  number  of  counties 
which  have  diverted  the  use  of  the  library  money  to  other  purposes.  The 
attention  of  the  school  officers  having  been  called  to  this  wrongful  use  of 
the  money,  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  a  large  amount  of  this 
money  will  be  restored  to  the  use  contemplated  by  the  founders  of  our 
State  government. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Michigan  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 
held  October  13-15,  1903,  in  Grand  Kapids,  the  following  resolution  was 
presented  and  adopted ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Michigan  S.  F,  W,  C.  co-operate  with  the  State  Board  ol 
Library  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  libraries  and  extending  the 
library  interests  of  the  State,  also 

Resolved,  That  the  new  administration  place  this  work  In  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Education  or  appoint  a  subcommittee  who  shall  have  charge  of  the 
work  and  who  shall  act  with  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  detailed  plans 
of  action  to  be  formulated  by  the  Board  and  the  Committee.  i     ., ...^i.^ 

L.„.  izhi.  .;,  ^^lOOQlL 
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Acting  nnder  this  reaolution  the  president  of  the  federation  has  ap- 
pointed twelve  civib  members  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners  in  the  matter  of  library  extension.  The  follow- 
ing women  were  appointed  and  have  signified  their  intention  of  acting: 

ist  Congressional  District — Mrs.  H.  E,  Emmons,  Detroit. 

2nd  CoDgressional  District — Mary  S,  Miller,  Adrian. 

3rd  Congressional  District — Mrs,  Gertmde  E.  Prindle,  Charlotte. 

4th  Congressional  District— Mrs.  Ella  8.  Custard,  Mendon. 

5th  Congressional  District — Mrs.  Phoebe  P.  Fuller,  Ionia. 

6th  Congressional  District — Mrs.  Augusta  D,  Barnes,  Howell. 

7th  Congressional  District — Mrs.  Elsie  H.  Piatt,  Port  Huron. 

8th  Congressional  District — Kate  B.  Carlisle,  Saginaw. 

&th  Congressional  District — Mrs.  G.  A.  Barstow,  Onekama. 
lOth  Congressional  District — Mrs.  M.  E.  Daglish.  Bay  City. 
11th  Congressional  District — Mrs.  0.  P.  Carver,  Traverse  City. 
i2th  Congressional  District — Minnie  O.  Trempe,  Sault  8te.  Marie. 

u  tbli  report,  trom  the  Presldeoi  of  Che  Federated  Clubi.  whlob 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  December  9,  the  State  was  divided  by 
Congressional  districts,  and  the  following  apportionment  was  made  to 
tbe  different  members : 

Mr.  H.  N.  Loud,  Au  Sable — Tenth,  upper  eleventh. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Pattengill,  Lansing — Ninth,  lower  eleventh  and  twelfth. 
Mr.  James  B.  Peters,  Saginaw — Fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth. 
Mr.  David  E.  Heiueman,  Detroit — First,  second,  third  and  fourth. 

The  relationship  between  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  and  the 
federation  committee  is  purely  advisory  and  co-operative,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  large  results  will  follow  from  the  union  of  these  two  forces, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  work  which  has  been  and  no  doubt  will  be 
done  by  the  county  commissioners  of  schools.  It  will  be  seen  by  this 
plan  that  tbe  whole  State  will  be  covered  in  au  intelligent  way,  and  the 
aid  which  the  Board  is  prepared  to  give  in  building  up  libraries  will 
be  brought  before  tbe  people  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
The  great  drawback  to  this  educational  work,  as  planned  by  the  State, 
has  been  the  difficulty  in  getting  information  before  the  people,  especially 
in  remote  localities.  This  difficulty  no  longer  exists  and  the  Board  has 
every  reason  to  expect  great  results  from  the  combination  as  explained 
above. 

With  the  regular  reports  of  the  county  commissioners  of  schools  will 
be  found  special  reports  to  the  members  of  tbe  Board  of  Library  Com- 
missioners, made  by  request  of  that  body.  The  attention  of  those  inter- 
ested is  called  to  the  showing  which  is  made  in  these  special  reports 
relative  to  the  diversion  of  library  funds. 

Tbe  notice  of  the  readers  is  called  to  the  paper  by  Mr.  Peter  on 
supplementary  reading  in  connection  with  school  work. 

The  report  made  by  Mr.  Pattengill  of  his  trip  to  the  Upper  Peninsula 
is  fall  of  information,  and  will  be  especially  interesting  to  residents  of 
that  portion  of  the  State.  CiOClC 

Through  the  kindness  of  those  in  chai^  of  the  various  librams,  which 
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have  been  bnilt  daring  the  past  year,  we  have  been  enablttd  to  embody  in 
this  report  cuts  and  descriptionB  of  the  balldings. 

It  iB  a  matter  to  be  regretted  that  the  common  council  of  Detroit  has 
refused  to  accept  of  the  gift  of  Mr.  Carnegie  to  that  city.  To  none  is 
the  necessity  of  library  extension  more  obvious  than  to  the  Board  as  the 
situation  there  haB  been  brought  before  them  in  the  matter  of  the  loan' 
of  books  from  the  State.  The  fact  that  in  the  city  of  Detroit  of  over  300,- 
000  population  there  are  only  five  branch  libraries  is  an  especially  un- 
fortunate condition  of  affairs  in  a  city  which  shonld  lead  the  whole 
State  in  library  expansion.  It  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  will  be 
made  in  the  near  future,  by  which  the  outlying  districts  of  Detroit  may 
have  the  privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by  much  smaller  municipalities. 

Three  of  the  traveling  libraries  are  now  being  used  in  that  city,  and 
judging  from  the  letters  which  are  received  by  the  secretary,  they  have 
been  most  gratefully  received  and  appreciated  by  the  working  classeB 
living  a  long  distance  from  the  public  library.  I  quote  from  a  letter  re- 
cently received  from  one  of  those  points: 

"Our  club  has  increased  during  the  past  two  months  and  if  we  could 
have  a  larger  library  we  would  appreciate  it  very  much.  During  the 
past  two  months  we  have  been  having  a  course  of  popular  talks  npon 
various  subjects.  I  firmly  believe  the  success  of  our  woi^  and  these  talks 
have  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  the  traveling  library." 

This  library  is  used  by  one  of  the  clubs  for  working  boys  in  the  suburbB. 
The  facts  given  in  this  letter  bear  witness  to  the  necessity  of  library 
advance  in  Detroit. 


REPORT  OF  KBGI8TEKED  LIBRARIES. 
1903. 

ARMADA    FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  Lizzie  E.  Pomeroy, 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  440. 

Volumes  added  from  January  1,  1903  to  January  1.  1904.  235. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  3,485. 

Printed  catalogue. 

Supported  by  taxation. 

Governed  by  library  board. 

Names  of  officers— C.  H.  Lincoln,  George  A.  True,  H.  C.  Aldrich,  C.  W. 
Chambcrlin,  E.  F.  Phillips. 

January  26,  1903 — 100  books  loaned,  circulation  192,  number  of 
readers  85. 

July  29,  1903— IftO  books  loaned. 

AU  SABLE — HENRY  NELSON  LOUD  PUBLIC  LIBBARY. 

Librarian,  L.  G.  Morell. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1,13S. 

Volumes  added  from  January  1,  1903,  to  January  1,  1904,  100. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  2,883. 

No  catalogue.  cignz^d     CiOOqIc 

Name  of  officer — H.  N.  Loud.  "  '      '  *^ 
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BATH  TOWNSHIP  LIBBABY. 

Librarian,  Bay  RobsoD. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  439. 

Volumee  added  from  January  1,  1903,  to  January  1,  1904,  113. 
Volnmes  issued  for  home  nse,  338. 
No  catalogue. 
Supported  by  flues. 

Governed  by  board  of  school  inspectors. 

Names  of  oflflcers — Delia  Clise,  JameB  Costigan,  George  Tyler. 
October  17,  1902—100  books  loaned,  circulation  274,  number  of  readers 
79. 
October  2,  1903—50  books  loaned. 

B&LOING    PUBLIC   LIBBARY. 

Librarian,  Carrie  Wooldridge. 

Number  of  volumes  in  librarv,  208. 

Volumes  added  in  1902  and  1903,  21. 

No  Catalogue. 

Supported  by  fines. 

Governed  by  board  of  education. 

Names  of  officers — Mrs.  h.  K.  Webster,  F,  H.  Hudson,  E,  N.  Pitkin. 

November  12, 1903—100  books  loaned. 

BENTON    HARBOB — HAOAR  TOWNSHIP    LAKESmB   LIBBABY. 

Librarian,  Oscar  M.  Pratt- 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  190, 
Volumes  added  in  1003,  25. 
Card  catalogue. 
Governed  by  district  board. 

Names  of  officers — Oscar  M.  Pratt,  Henry  Pollard,  Flora  Curtis. 
August  26,  1903 — 100  books  loaned,  circulation  190,  number  of  readers 
104. 

BRADYVILLE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  Josie  Brady. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  100. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  52. 

No  catalogue. 

Governed  by  Bradyville  school. 

Names  of  officers — N.  Thorson,  W.  F.  Tavlor,  Chas.  Burke. 

December  18,  1903—100  books  loaned. 

CORAL  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  Albert  M.  Colgrove. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  100. 
Card  catalogue. 
Supported  by  school  fund. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — Wm.  Hill,  secretary ;  Dr.  E.  Wm.  Bollo,  prwident ; 
George  B.  King,  treasurer;  S.  S.  Holcomb,  C.  E.  Tuck.  '^■OOglC 
October  28,  1903—50  books  loaned. 
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DAT18  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  Walter  George  {P.  O.  Edwardsburg) . 

Number  of  volumes  io  library,  132. 

Volames  added  from  Jaouar;  23, 1003,  to  January  23, 1904,  30. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  46. 

Card  catalogue. 

Supported  by  taxation. 

Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — Charles  Hanson,  Charles  Thatcher,  David  Tallerday. 

December  23, 1904—100  books  loaned. 

DUNDEE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRABY. 

Librarian,  Gnssie  Glean, 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  370. 

Volumes  added  from  January,  1903,  to  January,  1904,  100. 
Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  1,000. 
Listed  catalogue. 
Supported  by  taxation. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — Mr,  Lafler,  Dr.  A.  B.  Unger,  C.  E.  Stanger,  E.  A. 
Refers.  C.  W.  Pettit. 
November  13, 1903—100  books  loaned. 

DUKAND    FREK    PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  E.  M.  l;edyard. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  216. 
No  catalogue. 

Governed  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Names  of  officers — W.  F.  Bradley,  president;  H.  H.  HutchinsoD,  vice 
president;  L.  L.  Rush,  treasurer. 

EAST   JORDAN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Librarian.  J.  M.  Tice. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  570  exclusive  of  State  loan. 

Volumes  added  from  September  1,  1903,  to  January  1,  1904,  395. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  1,295. 

Keep  written  catalogue  in  blank  book. 

Supported  by  taxation. 

Governed  by  school  district  board. 

Names  of  directors,  board  of  trustees — Wm.  E.  Malpass,  president;  M, 
H,  Robertson,  secretary;  L,  A.  Hoyt.  treasurer;  W.  P.  Porter,  A,  B. 
Nicholas. 

November  27,  1903—100  books  loaned. 

EAST  TAWAS  CIRCULATING  LIBRARY, 

Librarian,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Thomas. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  300.  -.  . 

Volumes  added  from  June.  1903,  to  January.  1904,  59.       ..GoOQIc 
Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  1,089.  *- 
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No  catalogue. 

Ooverned  by  ladies'  literary  club. 

January  9,  1903 — 100  books  loaned,  circulation  154.  uiinibor  of  readerK 
32. 

FOREST  HIU.,  FIND  SCHOOL. 

Librarian,  E.  W.  Gibeon. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  38, 

Volumes  iasaed  for  honie  use,  10. 

No  catalogue. 

Ooverned  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — H.  J.  White,  H.  L.  Sprague,  L.  K.  Cantteld. 

November  9,  1903—50  books  ioaoed. 

FOWLBBVILLB  PUBUC  SCHOOL  LIBBABY. 

Librarian,  W.  N.  Isbell, 
Number  of  books  in  library,  691. 
Volumes  added  from  1903  to  1904,  110. 
Volumes  issued  for  borne  use,  155. 
No  catalogue. 
Supported  by  taxation. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — E,  W.  Burkhardt,  president;  F.  Q.  Rounsville,  sec- 
retary; F.  C.  Ellsworth,  treasurer. 
December  2,  1903—100  books  loaned. 

FRANKFORT    PUBLIC    SCHOOL    LIBBABY. 

Librarian,  Miss  Jessie  Slyfleld. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1,635. 

Volumes  added  from  January  1,  1903,  to  January  1,  1904,  100. 
Card  and  printed  catalogue. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — N.  A.  Parker,  chairman;  h.  E.  Vorce,  Edwin  E. 
Lobb. 

HARBOR  SPRINGS  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION  LIBRABY. 

Librarian,  Etta  Carpenter. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1,427. 

Volumes  added  from  January,  1903,  to  January,  1904,  326. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  5,390. 

Card  catalogue. 

Governed  by  board  of  trustees. 

Names  of  officers — D.  B.  Gamble,  W.  J.  Clarke.  E.  Q.  Carey,  Rpv. 
Heury  Neill,  Thomas  Berry,  Dr.  David  R.  Breed.  Rev.  George  K.  ICast- 
man.  t 

April  4,  1903 — 50  books  loaned,  circulation  182.  No  white  cards  re- 
turned. 

IONIA  HALI.-POWLBB  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  Nina  Kate  Preston.  ,  \ 

Number  of  v^jiumes  in  library,  1,600.  CiOOQIc 

Volumes  added  from  last  of  October  to  December  31,  600.  *- 
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Volames  issned  for  home  ase  from  October  10  to  December  31,  6,420. 

Card  catalogue. 

Supported  hj  taxation. 

Qovemed  \tj  board. 

Namee  of  officers — R.  A,  Hawley,  Fred  Cntier,  Jr..  8.  A.  Chamberlain, 
Ura.  O.  S.  Tower,  Mrs.  Mattie  Bllie,  Miss  Mary  Lovell,  Mayor  J.  F.  Bible, 
ex-offlcio. 

September  18,  1903—100  books  loaned. 

HATTILLB   PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBBABT. 

Librariaa,  J.  A.  Mama. 
Number  of  rolnmes  in  library,  325. 
Volninefi  isaaed  for  home  nee,  100. 
Written  catalogue. 
Qovemed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  offlcera— W.  A.  Clark,  C.  L.  Schram,  F.  A.  Kyea,  C.  B.  Brown, 
W.  E.  BobinBon. 
November  3,  1903—50  books  loaned. 

MULLIKBN    SCHOOL    LIBOABT.  • 

Librarian,  Sylvia  Roundsville. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library,  100. 
Supported  by  taxation. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — Moderator,  W.  H.  Davis;  Director;  H.  Feabody; 
Assessor,  Wm.  Barbour. 
December  8,  1903—100  books  loaned. 

NASHVILLE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Librarian,  8.  H.  Bennett. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  274. 

Volumes  added  from  September  1, 1903,  to  January  1, 1904,  90. 

Volumes  issued  for  home  nsft,  4,000. 

Card  catalogue. 

Supported  partly  by  taxation  and  partly  by  gifts. 

Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — 0.  E.  Roscoe,  H.  Dickingson,  Wm,  Boston. 

May  13, 1903—100  books  loaned,  circulation  308,  number  of  readers  76. 

January  7.  1904 — 50  books  loaned. 

SHELBY VI LLB'H ART! N    TOWNSHIP    LIBBARY. 

Librarian,  J.  F.  Walstrum. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library.  105. 

Volumes  added  from  January  1, 1903,  to  December  31, 1903,  55. 
Volumes  issued  for  home  use,  100. 
No  catalogue. 
Supported  by  taxation. 
Governed  by  district  school  board. 

Names  of  o(Qcers~-J.  F.  Walstrum,  director;  E.  C.  Doxey,  treasurer; 
J.  J.  Williams,  moderator. 
January  24, 1903 — 100  books  loaned,  circulation  2K,  nnmber  of  readers 
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STAB  CITY  SCHOOL  LIBBABY. 

Annual  report  for  1903. 
Librarian,  Mary  P.  Sutherland. 
Nnmber  of  volames  in  library,  61. 

Volumes  added  from  September  3,  to  December  24, 1903,  3. 
No  catalogue. 
Qoverued  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — B.  H.  Blair,  director;  F.  H.  May,  moderator;  Jamea 
Nizott,  treasurer. 

November  13,  1903— QO  books  loaned. 

WINPIBLD  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBBABT. 

ADQual  report  for  1903. 
Librarian,  May  B.  Chapin. 
Number  of  rolumeB  in  library,  138, 
Volumes  added  in  September,  68. 
Volumes  ieeued  for  home  use,  52. 
No  catalogue. 
Governed  by  school  board. 

Names  of  officers — E.  B.  Trefry,  director ;  C.  C.  Terry,  moderator ;  E. 
Morrison,  treasurer, 

November  24,  1903—100  books  loaned. 


REPOETB  OP  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

ALLEGAN  COUNTY, 

In  Q.  ThcHpe,  Commlssloaer,  AllflKan. 

Number  of  townsblp  llbrariea  la  county 6 

DiBtrlct  IlbrarJes 160 

Subacriptlon  llbrarlee 4 

ALPENA    COUNTY, 

James  A.  Case,  Commissioner,  Alpena. 

Nnmber  of  township  Ubrarlea  In  conntr S 

Number  of  district  Ubrarles 13 

Nnmber  of  free  public  libraries 1 

ANTBIH  COUNTY. 

H.  II.  Coldren.  CommlsBloner,  Bellatre. 

Number  of  township  tlbrartes  Id  countr 8 

Number  of  district  llbrariea 3 

BABAOA  COUNTY. 

Martin  J.  McKanna,  Commlasloner.  Baraga.  i 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county ..V.'.P.Q.'^I^B 

Nnmber  ot  district  Utwaries t 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBEIARY  COMMISSIONERS. 


BABRY  COUNTY. 

John  C.  Ketcliam,  CommlBBloner,  Hastings. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 3 

Number  of  district  libraries 66 

Number  of  Bubscrlptlon  libraries 1 

SPSCIAL  BEPOBT  TO  THS  BOABD. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  of  January  11, 1  hereby  submit  to  yon 
a  report  of  the  library  situation  in  Barry  couQty,  taking  up  in  order 
the  Beverat  points  upon  which  you  desired  information. 

LOCATION  or  LIBRARIES. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  send  you  an  outline  map  of  Barry  countyr 
showing  approximately  the  location  of  all  the  district  and  township 
libraries.  I  have  designated  on  the  map  the  districts  having  no  librariea, 
and  this  will  give  yon  the  moat  satisfactory  information  I  am  able  to 
furnish  in  relation  to  those  localities. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  number  of 
Tolumes  in  the  district  libraries  of  the  county,  and  the  additions  thereto 
during  the  years  1902-1903 : 

Total  volumes  in  district  libraries  September,  1903. .  6,007 
Total  volumes  added  during  1902-1903 1,213 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  district  libraries,  together  with  1,165 
in  township  libraries  and  2,300  in  city  and  club  libraries  makes  a  grand 
total  of  d,462  volumes  in  the  libraries  of  the  county. 

DSE  OF  LIBRARY  MONEY. 

Answering  your  inquiry  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  library  money 
is  used  in  this  county  I  would  say  that,  the  general  practice  is  to  use  such 
money  for  general  school  purposes.  This  custom  has  grown  up  as  a 
result  of  the  resolution  that  may  be  passed  by  the  township  boards  per^ 
mitting  achool  boards  to  use  library  money  for  general  school  purposes. 
So  firmly  established  has  this  custom  become  fixed  that  school  boards  do 
divert  the  library  money  in  some  townships  where  no  enabling  resolution 
is  passed  by  the  township  boards.  Herewith  I  hand  you  a  list  of  the  direct- 
ors of  schools  of  the  county,  showing  districts  which  have  diverted  the 
library  money  either  with  or  without  the  enabling  resolution  of  the  town- 
ship board.  The  districts  diverting  are  designated  by  a  check  mark  and 
the  townships  where  enabling  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  township 
boards  are  designated  thus  (Besolntion).  This  method  of  using  the 
library  money  makes  it  necessary  for  the  district  teachers  to  take  npon 
themselves  the  work  of  raising  money  for  establishing  and  maintaining 
libraries.  This  they  do  by  means  of  socials,  entertainments,  etc.,  and  it  is 
my  observation  that  most  of  our  district  libraries  would  be  small  indeed 
were  it  not  for  the  lively  interest  taken  in  them  by  the  teachers. 


i,>L,ooglc 
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There  are  three  towDship  libraries  in  Barry  coiinty,,aa  you  will  note  by 
the  accompanying  map.  Barry  townehip  baa  430  volumes ;  Carlton  town- 
ship 587  volumes;  Orangeville  township  138  volnmes.  My  impression  is 
that  better  reaalta  are  obtained  by  dividing  the  township  libraries  among 
the  districts. 

aiFTS  TO  LIBRABIBS. 

In  February,  ld02,  the  school  building  at  Nashville  was  destroyed  by 
Arc.  The  fine  school  library  was  a  total  loss.  The  new  school  building 
was  opened  in  February,  1903,  and  the  citizens  of  the  town  together  with 
the  school  authorities,  at  once  took  up  the  task  of  establisbiDg  a  new 
library.  About  160  volumes  were  added  before  the  close  of  the  school 
year.  Since  September,  1903,  25  books  have  been  presented  by  some  un- 
known friend ;  30  volumes  have  been  purchased  by  the  school  board ;  40 
volumes  purchased  from  the  proceeds  of  a  music  recital,  and  60 
volumes  from  the  proceeds  of  a  bazaar  held  by  the  ladies  of  the  village  at 
Christmas  time. 

IN  OBNBBAL. 

I  look  upon  the  library  situation  in  the  county  with  feelings  of  mingled 
pride  and  disappointment.  Pride  at  the  good  showing  made  by  the 
teachers  and  pupils  in  the  work  of  establishing  and,  enlarging  the  district 
libraries,  and  disappointment  at  the  manner  in  which  the  library  money 
is  diverted  from  its  intended  purpose  by  those  whose  fear  of  a  high  tas 
rate  is  greater  than  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  good  district 
library  in  molding  the  character  of  their  boys  and  girls. 

The  general  library  situation  in  the  State  and  in  Barry  county  par- 
ticularly, would  be  greatly  improved  ( lat)  if  the  distribution  of  the  library 
money  could  be  made  to  those  districts  only,  that  have  a  library,  (2nd) 
If  the  powers  of  the  township  board  to  pass  the  enabling  resolution  before 
Inentioned  could  be  restricted  to  tqicnships  having  a  township  library. 

John  C.  Ketcham, 
Commissioner  of  SchooU. 
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IMrarji  etmditwnt  in  Barry  ComOi/. 


Township. 

DUtrict  No. 

No.  of 
volumea. 

Township. 

DlBtriot  No. 

No.  of 
volumes. 

Twp.  Lib. 
2-fr. 

10 

10     ' 
11 
12 
Twp.  Lib. 

167 
63 

12U 

270 
74 

125 
30 
75 

80 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 
10 
11 

1 

2 

3    ■ 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

e 

8 
B 
10 

1 
2 

2-tr. 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
Twp.  Lib. 

1 
2 
3 

25 
10 

23 
40 
12 

76 
12 
06 
40 

200 

30 
35 

Johnstown 

Maple  Grove 

Orangeville. 

Prairievllle 

80 
46 
25 
10 
64 

55 

45 

13 
430 

300 

115 
4 

75 

35 
40 
65 

141 

23 

70 

106 
96 

27 

25 

40 
60 
36 

687 

76 
75 

44 

Haatiags 

4 

4 

138 

78 
«6 
30 
31 
1,800 
500 

12 

86 

.oot|rc 
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Libnay  condjttons  in  Barry  Ounty.— Concluded. 


Township. 

DiBtrlot  No. 

No.  of 
volumes. 

Township. 

DUtriot  No. 

No.  of 
volnmeB. 

5 
7 

8-(r. 
10 

I 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

1 
2 
3 
i 

6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
B 
8-(r. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

» 
10 

104 
82 
25 

10 

49 
23 
12 
14 
60 
58 

Yankee  Sprinffs. . . 

6 
29 
216 
15 

106 
69 

23 

35 
200 
31 
56 
40 
4S 
30 

Thornapple 

23 
5 
4 

15 

Note.— The  dotted  lines  Indicate  dtetHcts  haTing  no  library. 

BAY  COUNTY. 

J.  B.  Lalng,  CommlsBioner,  Bay  Cltr. 

Nnmber  of  tovnsblp  libraries  in  county 8 

Number  of  district  libraries 36 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 2 

SPECIAL  RBPOBT  MADE  TO  BOARD. 

It  is  my  impression  that  all  districts  are  not  using  the  mont^y  for  library 
purposes.  For  some  time  I  have  been  making  inqniriea  and  find  that  in 
a  few  places  they  have  not  purchased  any  library  books  for  several  years. 
Of  coarse  the  money  may  be  on<hand,  but  I  cannot  tell  at  present.  I  in- 
tend to  ask  the  directors  to  report  upon  this  fnnd  before  the  eod  of 
the  school  year.  Will  be  pleased  to  give  all  the  information  that  I  have 
or  can  acquire  for  the  upbuilding  of  libraries  in  the  rural  districts. 

BENZIK  COUNTY. 

W.  E.  D^nee,  Commissioner,  Honor.. 

Nnmbef  of  township  libraries  in  county 8 

Number  of  district  libraries 21 

Number  o(  college  or  normal  school  libraries 1 

BRANCH  COUNTY. 

James  Swain,  Commissioner,  Coldwater. 

Nnmber  of  township  libraries  In  county 4 

Number  of  district  libraries 48 

Number  tree  public  libraries 1 

Librarlee  In  state  Institutions 1 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  LIPRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 


CALHOUN    COUNTY. 

Ernest  Bum  ham.  CommiBsIooer.  MarBhall. 

Number  of  townstilp  llbrarieB  In  couDty 3 

Number  of  district  libraries 89 

Number  free  public  libraries 1 

Number  aubscrlptiOQ  libraries  3 

College  or  normal  school  libraries 1 

CABS  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  C.  Hale,  Commissioner,  CasBopalls. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 3 

Number  ol  district  libraries 43 

Number  subBcrlptlon  libraries 3 

SPECIAL  RBPOET  MADE  TO  BOARD. 

As  Dear  as  I  cao  ascertain  the  following  is  a  statemeot  of  the  town- 
ship libraries  in  Cass  county,  also  the  city  of  Dowagiae : 

MarcetluB,  none;  Volina,  841  volumes;  Wayne,  none;  Silver  Creek, 
none;  Pokagon,  none;  Lagrange,  none;  Penn,  357;  Newberg,  none;  Porter, 
403;  Calvin,  none;  Jefferson,  none;  Howard,  350;  Milton,  none;  Ontwa, 
none;  Mason,  none;  Dowagiac  city,  1,384. 

Some  of  the  townships  which  have  no  libraries,  I  know,  have  divided 
up  the  books  among  the  school  districts  and  have  ceased  to  keep  a  town- 
ship library.  Some  of  those  districts  have  taken  care  of  the  books,  and 
have  added  to  them  many  volumes,  other  districts  have  taken  no  care  of 
tbe  books  and  they  are  nearly  all  lost,  or  some  school  officer  has  them  in 
his  home  where  they  are  of  no  use  to  any  one. 

The  teachers  in  some  of  the  schools  have  held  socials  and  bought  books 
and  book-cases,  and  have  sacceeded  in  arousing  considerable  interest  in 
library  work. 

Tbe  townships  which  have  no  libraries  vote  the  library  money  into  the 
school  fund. 

There  are  sixty-two  school  libraries  in  the  county.  Fifty  schools  have 
no  libraries,  and  there  are  also  six  Ladies'  Library  Associations.  The 
list  of  books  for  school  libraries  which  was  sent  out  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  will  be  a  great  aid  in  the  selection  of 
books  for  libraries. 

CHAKLBVOIX  COUNTY. 

A.  W.  Chew,  Commissioner.  Bay  Shore. 

Number  ol  township  libraries  In  county 7 

Number  of  district  libraries .''...     10 

CHEBOYGAN   COUNTY. 

E.  W,  Baker,  Commissioner,  Chebojgan. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 4 

Number  of  district  libraries 18 
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CHIPPEWA    COUNTY, 

T.  R.  Basterda]',  Commlwiloner,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Number  of  townsblp  libraries  In  county — 

Number  of  district  Ubrarles 22 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

CLABE  COUNTY. 

E,  G.  Welch,  CommlBsloner,  Clare. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 3 

Number  of  district  llbrariee 20 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

T.  H.  Townsend,  Commissioner,  SL  Johns. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 9 

Number  of  district  libraries GO 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 1 

CRAWFOBO    COUNTY. 

J.  E.  Bradley,  Commissioner,  Orayling. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 3 

Number  of  district  libraries ., 6 

DICEINaOM   COUNTY. 

E.  L.  Parmenter,  Commissioner,  Iron  Mountain. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county S 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 2 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 1 

SPBCIAL  REPORT  TO  BOARD. 

There  are  no  libraries  of  any  size  in  the  townships  and  districta.  The 
school  districts  use  the  library  money  for  library  purposes.  There  ai-e 
five  township  libraries  in  the  county.  A  Carnegie  library  valued  at  |17,- 
500  has  been  given  to  Iron  Mountain,  and  a  number  of  small  contribu- 
tions have  been  made  to  it. 

BATON   COUNTY. 

Joseph  L.  Wagner.  Commissioner,  Charlotte. 

Number  of  township  Ubrarles  in  county 7 

Number  of  district  libraries 107 

Nnmber  free  public  libraries 3 

EMMET  COUNTY. 

H.  M.  Wlntow,  Commissioner,  Petoskey. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county IS 

Nnmber  of  district  libraries 34 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 2 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 2 
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REPORT  OP  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 


BFBCIAL  KBFOBT  TO  BOABS. 

We  have  in  Emmet  connty  twelve  towDsIiip  libraries  and  thirty  dia- 
trict  libraries.  The  librariee  are  not  given  the  attention  they  deserve. 
I  think  the  library  money  is  generally  iised  for  library  purposes.  This  is 
all  the  information  I  can  give  at  present,  hot  I  will  look  after  snch  inter- 
ests nntil  I  have  a  good  library  in  each  school. 


^  F.  J.  Johnson.  Commlesloner,  Flint. 

Nnmbor  of  tow&sblp  libraries  In  county I 

'Number  of  district  llbnirieB lOS 

SPECIAL  HEPOBT   MADE  TO  BOABO. 

Inclosed  find  statistics  regarding  the  library  situation  in  Genesee 
connty.  I  shall  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  your  board  in  any  way  pos- 
sible to  improve  conditions.  The  township  of  Burton  has  a  library  called 
the  liSdies'  Library,  which  has,  I  believe,  nearly  1,000  volumes.  This  is 
the  only  township  library  in  the  connty. 

You  will  Bee  by  this  report  where  the  trouble  largely  falls.  The  money 
is  distributed  among  the  districts,  but  is  voted  into  the  general  fnnd. 
Cannot  this  provision  be  done  away  with,  and  also  some  provision  be 
made  for  a  systematic  way  for  selecting  books. 

Prom  the  connty  treasurer's  oflSce  I  find  that  last  May,  fl,918.15  was 
divided  among  the  townships  and  the  city  of  Flint  for  library  purposes. 
(The  amount  for  one  township  is  omitted.) 

P.  J.  Johnson, 
County  Commissioner  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OP  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 
GENESEE  COUNTY.— Concluded. 
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■    GOOHBIC  COUNTY. 

Luther  L.  Wright,  CotnmiHatoner,  Ironwood. 

Number  of  township  IlbrarleH  In  county S 

Number  of  district  libraries 2 

Number  of  free  public  llbmriea , 2 

GRATIOT  COUNTS. 

C.  F.  Pike,  Commiaaloner,  Ithaca. 
Namber  of  towuBbip  libraries  in  county. . 


Number  of  district  libraries 120 


SPECIAL  RBPOBT  TO  THE  BOABD. 

There  are  several  districts,  perhaps  eight  or  ten,  that  have  no  libraries 
as  yet  and  I  hope  to  report  moat  of  these  with  libraries  of  their  own  at 
the  end  of  this  year,  and  think  it  better  to  urge  this  than  have  tbem  take 
the  circulating  libraries. 

Many  districts  do  not  get  their  share  of  the  library  money,  as  the  town- 
ship boards  vote  it  away  from  them.  This  feature  of  the  law  is  very 
detrimental  to  the  libraries  in  these  townships  and  I  believe  there  should 
be  no  way  whatever,  in  which  library  money  could  be  used  other  than  in 
the  annual  purchase  of  library  books  before  the  first  of  Koremb^  of  each 
year.    We  have  no  township  libraries  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Alma  College  library  is  the  only  one  that  has  received  gifts,  other  than 
an  occasional  book.  I  think  the  traveling  libraries  could  be  used  in 
several  of  the  granges  of  the  county. 


HILLSBALB   ( 

Charles  P.  Hulce,  Commisfllooer,  Hillsdale. 

Number  of  district  libraries  Id  county 

Number  of  subscription  libraries , 
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HOUOHTON   COUNTY. 

William  Btttta,  Commissioner,  Houglitoii. 

Number  of  townsblp  libraries  In  county 1 

Number  <rf  OUtrlct  libraries i 

Number  of  free  public  libraries i 

SPECIAL  BBPORT  TO  BOARD. 

The  following  school  districts  should  have  libraries:  No.  2,  Chassell 
township;  No.  4,  Adains  township;  No.  4,  Ford  Lake  township;  Laid 
township;  Unit. 

There  are  several  other  districts  which  have  no  libraries,  but  there  are 
few  children  in  those  districts. 

Townships  which  used  their  library  money  for  school  purposes  last 
year  were  Franklin  and  Osceola. 

We  have  fonr  township  libraries  in  this  county,  viz.:  Duncan,  Quincy, 
Schoolcraft  and  Torch  Lake. 

Two  very  fine  buildings  have  l>een  given  for  library  purposes,  one  at 
Calumet  and  the  other  at  Painesdale. 


HUBON.  COUNTY. 


D.  Kaercher.  Commissioner,  Sebewaing. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 20 

Number  of  district  libraries 86 


SPECIAL  BBPOBT   1 


>  THB   BOABD. 


I  judge  that  about  one-half  of  the  townships  in  this  county  have  town- 
ship libraries.  In  several  townships  the  library  is  broken  up  into  district 
libraries. 

Jo  86  districts  out  of  115  I  have  found  a  school  library.  These  libraries 
have  in  most  instances  been  put  into  the  schools  by  the  efforts  of  the 
teachers  and  the  pupils  by  means  of  public  entertainments.    I^e  pre^nt 
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school  offloera  in  most  cases  do  not  know  whether  a  library  was  ever 
established  in  the  district  b;  a  rote  or  not. 

In  at  leaat  three-foarths  of  the  districts  library  money  is  diverted  to 
school  porpoBes. 

I  shall  co-operate  with  the  State  Board  of  Library  CommisBioners  to 
bring  about  a  better  state  of  afEairs  in  this  county.  It  will  be  my  special 
aim  during  this  year  to  interest  teachers  and  school  officers  and  patrons 
in  school  libraries.    I  ahall  also  try  to  gather  reliable  statistics. 

INQHAM  CODNTX. 
Arthur  Wilson,  Commfssloaer,  Hucn. 

Nnmber  at  townablp  Ubnules  la  county — 

Number  of  district  libraries ^ 37 

Number  of  free  public  llbimries , 7 

BPBCIAL  RBPOBT   UADH  TO  BOABD. 

There  are  school  libraries  in  all  the  cities  and  villages  in  Ingham 
county.  The  said  cities  and  villages  being  Lansing,  Maaon,  Williamston, 
Leslie,  Stockbridge,  Daneville,  Onondaga,  OkemoSj  Webberville,  Holt  and 
Haslett.    None  of  these  bnt  Lansing  have  a  free  public  library. 

The  school  districts  not  having  libraries  I  give  by  townships: 

Anrelius — District  No.  H. 
Ataiedon — Districts  Nos.  1,  4,  10. 
Delhi— Districts  Nos.  2,  4,  B,  6,  8. 
Lansing — Districts  Nos.  6,  4, 
Leslie— Districts  Nos.  2,  2  fr.,  3,  4,  7,  9. 
Meridian — Districts  Nos,  6,  8, 
Btockbridge — Districts  Nob.  S,  4, 
White  Oak— Districts  Nos.  1,  3,  6,  9. 
Williamston — Districts  Nos.  3,  5,  9. 

The  townBhip  boards  of  a  large  number  of  towns  certify  tbat  the  library 
money  better  be  used  for  general  school  purposes.  The  law  that  permits 
this  should  be  executed,  i.  e.  hung,  shot  or  poisoned.  Many  district  boards 
use  only  a  part  of  library  money  for  library  purposes,  the  rest  going  into 
the  general  fund. 

There  are  no  township  libraries  in  Ingham  county,  and  any  books 
which  might  have  once  constituted  socb  libraries  are  lost.  I  have  never 
seen  one  bearing  the  stamp  of  a  township  library  and  I  have  lived  in  this 
county  thirty-flve  years. 

Carnegie  has  donated  |35,000  to  the  city  of  Lansing  for  library  pn^ 
poses. 

Over  |13,000  came  into  this  county  from  the  library  fund  last  year, 
I  feel  safe  In  saying  not  $5,000  of  that  went  into  libraries. 

IONIA  COONTT. 
M.  P.  Scott,  Commissioner,  loala. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county I 

Number  of  district  libraries 97 

Number  of  free  public  libraries '^IL 


Nnmber  of  subscription  libraries.. 


i'-r 


BGPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONEE^S. 


SPECIAL  RBPOBT  MADE  TO  BOARD. 

Tbe  following  townships  in  Ionia  count;  report  that  they  nse  the 
library  moneys  for  general  school  pnrpoeea:  OtiscOj  Orleans,  Bonald, 
Eeene,  Easton,  Ionia,  Lyons,  Berlin,  Campbell,  Danby. 

Ionia  city  has  the  only  public  library  in  the  county  that  I  know  of. 
This  library,  known  as  the  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  Library,  was  given  a 
Btone  residence  building  and  lot  adjoining  the  court  house  and  there  the 
library  has  its  home.  Also  about  350  books,  mostly  old  books  valuable 
for  reference  or  research  work,  have  been  given  to  this  library.  I  do  not 
know  the  value  of  the  baildiog  and  lot. 

There  is  only  one  township  library  in  the  connty  which  is  kept  intact — 
Portland  toinithip. 

Every  village  and  city  in  the  county,  Smyrna  excepted,  has  a  school 
library. 

Every  district  in  Lyons  township  has  a  library.  With  my  present  in- 
formation or  sources  of  information,  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  names  of 
the  districts  or  communities  that  do  not  have  a  free  library. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  answer  any  further  questions,  and,  while  I  am 
a  new  couimissioner,  I  have  the  welfare  of  district  school  libraries 
at  heart  and  hope  to  do  much  to  advance  or  promote  their  value  to  the 
people. 

IOSCO  COBNTY. 

J.  A.  Campbell.  CommfsBloner,  Wblttemore. 

Number  of  township  llbraiiea  In  county j.  S 

Number  of  district  libraries 18 

Nomber  free  public  libraries 1 

IRON  COUNTY, 

John  F.  Mason.  Commissioner,  Amaaa. 
Number  of  township  libraries  in  connty 4 

ISABELLA  COUNTY. 

H.  A.  Graham,  Commiaeioner,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  countr 10 

Number  of  district  libraries  28 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 1 

College  or  normal  school  libraries 1 

SPECIAL  BBPORT  TO  BOARD. 

There  ought  to  be  libraries  in  about  70  school  districts  in  this  county. 

The  library  money  must  be  used  for  general  school  purposes  in  most 
(•ases,  as  it  is  seldom  used  for  library  purposes.  ; 

I  do  not  think  over  nine  townships  have  libraries  worthy  of  the  name. 

No  gifts  have  recently  been  made  to  my  knowledge. 

The  chief  bright  spot  in  our  library  work  is  the  books  secured  by  enter- 
tainments given  by  the  teachers  and  encouraged  by  the  commissioner. 


i,>L.ooglc 
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JACKSON  COUNTY. 

Tbomas  H.  Sattler,  Commlseloaer,  Grass  Lahe. 

Number  of  township  libraries  Id  county 1 

Number  of  district  libraries 65 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

KALAMAZOO  COUNTY, 

Jobn  W.  Hazard,  Commissioner,  Kalamazoo. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 2 

Number  of  district  libraries 90 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 2 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 5 

SPECIAL  KEPOHT  UAUE  TO  BOARD. 

The  reports  received  at  tbis  oOitre  from  school  directors  and  librariana 
show  the  Dumber  of  district  libraries  in  Kalauiazoo  county  to  be  ninety, 
with  an  aggregate  of  7,37:2  voluiues.  The  ninety  districts  are  distributed 
among  the  sixteen  townships  of  the  county,  each  township  being  repre- 
sented by  two  or  more  school  libraries.  The  aggregate  number  of  books 
in  district  libraries  is  by  townabips,  as  follows: 

Alamo,  33U;  Cooper,  603;  Kichland,  241;  Ross,  330;  Charleston.  351; 
Comstock,  1,621;  Kalamazoo,  til2;  Oshtemo,  SSG;  Texas,  314;  Portage, 
340;  Pavilion,  215;  Climax,  370;  Wakeshma,  278,  Brady,  572;  School- 
craft, 951 ;  Prairie  Bonde,  58. 

Only  two  township  libraries  are  maintained  in  this  county,  Schoolcraft 
and  Comstock.    Both  are  growing  and  contain  about  1,000  \oliimes. 

In  some  districts  (he  library  fund  hiik  been  diverted  tc  general  school 
purposes.  An  effort  is'  now  being  made  to  J'^riect  this.  I  shall  ende^'or 
to  give  you  specific  informatlou  on  this  point  soon. 

In  addition  to  the  district  and  township  libraries  mentioned  above  we 
have  one  public  library,  Kalamazoo,  containing  31,887  volumes. 

The  following  have  also  reported : 

I.4Ldie8'  Library,  Augusta,  1,228  volumes. 

Ladies'  Library,  Kalamazoo,  2,814  volumes. 

Public  Library,  Qaleabui^,  632  volumes. 

Fanny  Bair  Library,  Vicksburg,  800  volumes. 

Michigan  Female  Seminary.  Kalamazoo,  4,000  volumes. 

Nazareth  Academy,  Kalamazoo,  0.000  volumes. 

Lafevre  Institnte,  Kalamazoo,  1,000  volumes. 

I  have  not  at  hand  definite  information  regarding  gifts  (money,  books, 
or  buildings),  except  as  to  the  Fanny  Bair  Library  at  Vicksburg.  The 
site  and  fine  new  library'  building  belonging  now  to  the  Ladies'  Library 
Association,  Vicksbui^,  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Fanny  M.  Bair,  of  Vicksbui^. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  you  to  secure  the  best  possible  use  of 
library  fund  in  this  county.  I  shall  also  gladly  furnish  available  and 
needed,  information  as  to  conditions  of  libraries  now  established  at  any 
time. 


KALEASKA   COUNTY. 

Irene  L.  Oetty.  Commissioner,  Kalkosha. 


Number  of  township  libraries  In  county ^vV^OOj  IC 

Number  of  district  librariea T 
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KENT  COUNTY. 
Arthur  R.  Zlmmer,  CommlBsloner,  Grand  Rapids. 


EBWHIINAW  COUNrY. 

p.  0.  Decker,  Commissioner,  Mobawk. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  count;. 2 

District  libraries  1 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

SPECIAL  BBPOBT  TO  THE  BOARD. 

According  to  the  Bcbool  lospectorB'  reporta,  all  the  towDships  of  tbiB 
cOQDty  have  township  libraries  of  some  description.  Most  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  small  and  no  new  books  to  speak  of  have  been  added  for  man; 
years. 

Bbennan,  Grant  and  Houghton  townships  use  their  library  money  for 
school  purposes.  The  villages  of  Oay,  Phoenix  Mine,  Allouez  and  Mo- 
hawk ought  to  have  better  library  privileges.  The  State  traveling  library 
could  be  placed  in  the  above  villages  to  advantage. 

LAPEER  COUNTY. 

W.  Frank  L«ugblln,  Commissioner,  Lapeer. 

Number  of  townsblp  libraries  in  count; 4 

Number  of  district  libraries / 108 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 3 

Libraries  in  state  institutions 1 

LEELANAU    COUNTY, 

J.  0,  Duncan,  Commissioner,  Suttons  Bay. 

Number  of  townsblp  libraries  in  count; '. 10 

Number  of  district  libraries 23 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 1 

LKNAWBB  COUNTY. 

M.  W.  Hensel,  Commlaaioner,  Bllssfield. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  count; 4 

Number  ot  diatHct  libraries 33 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

College  or  normal  school  libraries 2 

SPECIAL  BGPORT  MADE  TO  BOARD. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  libraries  I  will  answer  as  well  as 
I  can. 

There  are  about  eighty-five  libraries,  excluding  grange  libraries,'  in  this 
county  that  contain  fifty  or  more  books.  These  are  nearly  all  public 
school  libraries  and  are  scattered  all  over  the  country. 

Besides  the  above  there  are  about  sixty,  perhaps  seventy,  districts  that 
ba\-e  from  ten  to  fifty  books.  There  is  not  a  village  school  in  the  county 
of  two  or  more  teachers,  but  has  a  library  of  fifty  books  and  upwards. 
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Out  o(  196  Bchoo!  distpictB  in  the  county  there  are  at  least  140  that  have 
a  library  of  ten  books  and  upward-  These  are  located  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  Of  coarse  many  of  them  are  of  little  value,  as  they  contain  books 
that  are  practically  worthies  for  school  children. 

So  yoa  will  see  that  the  localities  where  there  are  no  libraries  are 
also  scattered  over  the  county.  It  would  take  considerable  work  to  write 
out  the  location  of  each  of  these  places. 

In  answer  to  your  second  question,  I  think  that  only  about  one-half  of 
the  districts  use  the  library  money  for  that  purpose.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  get  definite  information  on  this  subject  because  many  school 
officers  seem  to  be  unwilling  to  use  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
or  else  are  (areless  about  fiie  matter,  yet  report  the  money  as  received 
from  library  fund. 

I  believe  that  in  the  majority  of  districts  the  additions  to  the  librarieB 
are  made  from  the  proceeds  of  entertainments  given  by  the  teacher  and 
pupils  and  from  prizes  received  for  exhibits  at  our  county  fair.  The 
County  Fair  Association  allows,  in  all,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  year  for  prizes  on  exhibits  at  the  fair  to  be  given  in  library  books. 
This  has  been  customary  for  a  number  of  years  and  has  helped  a  great 
deal  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  school  libraries. 

The  townships  of  Adrian,  Cambridge,  Fairfield,  Ogden  and  Palmyra 
maintain  township  libraries.  In  all  of  these  townships  except  Adrian 
there  are  one  or  more  districts  that  maintain  a  separate  library  and  draw 
a  portion  of  the  library  funds  apportioned  to  the  township. 

Within  the  last  few  years  Riga  and  Madison  townships  have  divided 
their  township  libraries  among  the  respective  districts  of  the  township, 
and  are  much  better  pleased  with  the  arrangement. 

A  number  of  years  ago  a  man,  whose  name  I  do  not  now  recall,  pre- 
sented to  the  village  of  Ridgway  with  a  building  for  library  purposes,  and 
I  think  he  also  left  an  endowment  for  the  library.  Full  information  with 
regard  to  this  could  be  secured  from  the  librarian  of  the  public  library, 
Ridgway. 

The  village  of  Tecumseh  has  been  offered  and  has  voted  to  accept  ten 
tbousaod  dollars  from  Mr.  Carn^e  for  a  library.  The  site  has  been  pur- 
chased and  th'e  building  will  be  erected  next  summer.  The  city  of  Hud- 
son has  been  offered  the  same  amount  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  but  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  has  been  accepted,  there  having  been  considerable  opposition  to 
the  project  there.  Ton  could  secure  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
this  by  writing  to  the  mayor  or  Superintendent  G.  A.  McOee  of  the  public 
schools. 

A  few  months  ago  a  man  by  the  name  of  Baker  died  near  the  village  of 
Clayton,  and  bequeathed  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  his  property  to  the  Adrian 
public  library.  According  to  newspaper  reports  the  bequest  will  amount 
to  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cooke,  Clayton,  who  is  executor  of  the  estate,  could,  I  think, 
give  YOU  more  accurate  information. 

M.  W.  Hbnsel, 
Commissioner  of  Schools. 


LUCE  COUNTr, 

William  Praklieii,  Com  ml  aal  oner,  Newberry. 
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MACKINAC   COUNTr. 

D.  H.  Strlngbam,  CommlaaloDer,  S.t-  Ignace. 

Number  ot  townablp  libraries  fa  county G 

Number  of  district  libraries 4 

SPECtAL  REPORT  MADE  BX  THE  BOARD. 

TowDBliips  without  libraries — Portage,  Hendricks,  Brevort,  St.  Igoace, 
Cedar  and  Sherwood. 

Townships  with  town  libraries — Newton,  Moran,  Marquette,  BoiB 
Blanc. 

Garfield  township  had  a  town  library,  but  it  wbb  divided  up  among 
three  school  districts.  Garfield  is  the  only  township  in  the  conntv  that 
is  not  organized  under  the  unit  system. 

The  cities  of  St.  Ignace  and  Mackinac  Island  each  have  school  libraries. 

As  a  general  rule  library  money  is  not  used  lov  library  purposes. 

In  my  estiniation  the  town  library  does  not  fill  the  bill  in  this  county- 
on  account  of  distance  and  roads,  the  district  library  to  my  mind  is 
preferable.  Tbe  best  district  library  in  the  county  is  District  No.  3, 
Garfield  township,  £}.  H.  Rapin,  librarian,  Rapinville,  Mich.  This  library 
consists  of  210  volumes.  I  do  not  tfaiok  there  is  a  useful  town  library  in 
the  county.  I  doubt  very  much  if  anything  short  of  legislation  can  remedy 
the  library  situation  in  this  county. 

MANISTEE    COUNTY. 

K.  J.  Lelghtan,  CommlBBloaer,  Bear  Lake. 

Number  o(  township  libraries  In  county $ 

Number  ot  district  libraries 30 

Number  free  public  libraries 1 

MECOSTA  COUNTY. 

E.  Keeler,  Commissioner,  Big  Rapids. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 4 

Number  -ot  district  libraries 68 

Number  of  tree  public  libraries 1 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 2 

College  or  normal  school  libraries 1 

SPECIAL  REPORT   MADE  TO  BOARD. 

From  the  reports  made  by  the  school  inspectors  and  directors  it  ap- 
pears that  not  many  districts  use  the  library  money  for  library  purposes^ 
but  divert  it  to  other  uses;  without  examining  these  reports  on  file  in  our 
county  clerk's  ofllce  I  cannot  now  Bay. 

The  Phelps  library  building  and  books  were  donated  to  the  city  of  Big 
Rapids  and  some  other  private  donations  added  thereto. 

MENOMINEE  COUNTY. 

Jesse  Hubbard,  Commissioner,  Menominee. 
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MISSAUKEE  COCNTY. 

Ezra  B.  Hall,  Commfssioner,  LBke  City. 

Number  of  townsblp  libraries  in  county 12 

Number  ot  district  libraries 19 

MONBOB  CODNTT. 

A.  C.  Harrln,  CommlBsioner,  Monroe. 

Number  of  townablp  Ilbrarlea  fn  county — 

Number  of  district  libraries 35 

TOumihip  Ubranes  of  Monroe  county. 
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The  above  report  gives  what  infonnation  I  have  in  my  office  as  to  our 
township  libraries. 

Whitefopd  torwoehip  board  of  school  inspectore  has  voted  to  use  library 
money  for  general  school  purposes;  the  other  townships  use  money  for 
libraries — township  and  school. 

Bedford  township  divided  their  township  library  last  year  among  the 
districts.    I  believe  they  did  the  proper  thing. 

Bo  far  as  I  know  Monroe  county  has  no  library  or  books  given  by  any 
person  or  persons.  Monroe  city  has  a  library ;  all  others  are  township 
or  school. 

We  have  one  hundred  thirty-seven  districts  in  the  county  of  which  one 
hnndred  have  established  libraries  in  order  to  receive  library  money;  a 
few  of  the  one  hundred  have  no  books  to  speak  of,  while  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts which  have  not  established  libraries  have  good  libraries  obtained 
by  giving  socials  and  entertainments. 

If  you  so  desire  I  can  send  you  the  numbers  of  districts  in  each  town- 
ship that  have  not  established  libraries  and  also  the  names  and  addresses 
of  school  directors  io  these  districts. 


MONTCALM   COUNTT. 

Eugene  Straight,  Commissioner,  Stanton, 

Number  of  township  llbrariea  In  county ■■'•■■){  IQ^f 

Number  of  dlatrtct  Ifbrariee O 

Number  of  aubecrlptton  Ilbmrles 2 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 


MONTMOKKNCy  COUNTY, 

Samuel  Knleel;.  Coram  iBBloner,  Hlllman. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 1 

Number  of  district  libraries 1 

MUSKEOON   CODNTY. 

John  O.  Reed,  Commissioner,  Wbitehall. 

Numl>er  ot  township  Ubrartes  In  county 17 

Number  of  district  libraries 65 

Number  ot  free  public  libraries 1 

NEWAYGO   COUNTY. 

Ida  M.  Becker,  Commissioner,  Fremont. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 13 

Number  of  district  Ubrariee 77 

OAKLAND  COUNTY, 

H.  S.  Elliott,  Commissioner,  Oxford. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county. S 

Number  of  district  libraries — 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 2 

OCEANA  COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Fleming,  Commissioner,  Shelby. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 16 

Number  of  district  libraries 19 

OOBMAW  CODNTY. 

Ben  Bennett,  Commissioner,  West  Branch. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 2 

Number  of  district  libraries IS 

ONTONAOON   COUNTY. 

Ella  Chamberlain.  Commissioner,  Ontonagon. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 1 

Number  of  district  libraries 4 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 5 

OBCEOLA  COUNTY. 

O.  F.  Roxburgh,  CommlBsloner,  Reed  City. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 3 

Number  of  district  libraries 1 

SPECIAL  BEPORT   TO  BOABD. 

I  eocloae  herewith  a  pamphlet  of  school  statistics  on  which  I  bare 
indicated  both  townships  and  districts  that  hare  or  have  not  libraries. 
In  the  townships  where  libraries  have  not  been  established  the 
library  fund  has  been  used  for  general  school  purposes  by  the 
direction  of  the  township  boards.  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine  as  yet 
whether  any  districts  have  misappropriated  library  money  or  not,  but  I 
suspect  in  some  cases  they  have.  Many  school  district  officers  seem.,to 
know  little  or  nothing  about  the  establishing  of  libraries  or  library  funds. 
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I  think  the  same  agent  whom  Mrs.  Spencer  mentions  in  the  Moderator- 
Topics,  succeeded  in  bamboozling  the  officers  in  several  of  the  districts  in 
tliiB  county.  Anyway,  a  man  claiming  to  represent  the  Union  School 
Furnishing  Company,  of  Chicago,  sold  libraries  to  two  districts  and  got 
school  orders  for  the  same  where  the  districts  hadn't  even  voted  to  estab- 
lish libraries,  I  also  found  one  other  district  where  they  bought  from 
him,  paying  |55  for  a  library  that  ought  not  to  cost  over  |20  or  f25. 

I  hope  to  get  libraries  legally  established  in  a  good  many  more  districts 
at  the  next  aaoual  meeting. 

We  have  had  no  gifts  for  this  purpose  in  Osceola  county. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  camps  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
belonging  to  the  Manistee  &  Grand  Rapids  R.  R.,  and  I  think  the  post- 
master at  Dighten  could  give  you  the  names  of  the  foremen,  etc. 

May  I  ask  a  question?  For  example,  in  Marion  township  one  district 
has  established  a  library ;  can  the  other  districts  continue  to  use  a  share 
of  the  library  fund  for  general  school  purposes,  or  does  it  all  go  to  the 
one  district  until  the  others  have  established  libraries?  This  is  where 
there  is  no  township  library. 

OSCODA  COUNTY. 
Sim.  J.  Lewis,  Commissioner,  Lewiston. 

Number  of  township  libraries  ia  county 2 

Number  o(  district  lil)rarieB 7 

OTSBCIO  COUNTY. 

R.  D.  Bailer,  GommisslODer,  O&rlord. 

Number  of  townBblp  libraries  in  county 7 

Number  of  district  libraries '. 30 

SFSCIAL  BBPOBT   MADE  TO  BOARD, 

I  think  that  the  schools  in  this  county  use  library  money  very  largely 
for  general  purposes,  which  is  a  shame.  Townships  do  the  same  largely. 
There  should  be  a  change  in  the  law,  leaving  no  opportunity  for  diverting 
library  funds  from  library  purposes. 

OTTAWA  COUNTY. 
C.  E.  Kelley,  Commissioner,  Coopersvllle. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 10 

Numtwr  of  district  libraries 68 

Number  of  free  public  libraries I 

Number  of  subscription  libraries S 

SPECIAL  REPORT  MADE  TO  BOARD. 

About  one-half  of  the  districts  have  district  libraries.  Most  of  the 
towns  have  township  libraries  or  fragments  thereof.  I  know  of  only  one 
township  library  that  is  divided  and  transferred  from  district  to  district. 
I  know  of  no  library  that  is  belpd  by  gifts  of  any  amount.  I  cannot  tell 
what  communities  have  no  access  to  a  free  library. 

PRESQUE   ISLE  COUNTY. 

Edward  Erslilne,  Commissioner,  Rogers.        /—       ^  -.1  > 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county :  .S'-QP^'- 

Number  of  district  libraries 3 
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SPECIAL  REPORT   MADE  TO  BOARD. 

There  are  only  three  echools  in  the  county  that  have  a  library,  all  othera 
are  without.  The  library  money  is  diverted  to  general  school  purposes 
as  a  rale.  This  county  has  received  no  gifts  in  any  form  for  library 
pnrpoees. 

B08C0MM0S  COUNTY. 

E.  G.  FaTiie.  CommlultHier,  Roscommon. 

Nnmber  of  towneblp  llbraiieB  In  coonty 4 

Number  of  district  libraries 3 

SAGINAW  COUNTY. 

Jobn  C.  N&fe,  Commlasloner,  Saginaw. 

Number  of  township  llbnttiea  in  county 8 

Number  ot  dlrtrlct  llbmriw 100 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 2 

SPECIAL  KEPOBT  MADE  TO  BOABD. 

In  reply  to  yonra  in  r^iard  to  the  matter  of  libraries  in  this  county 
would  say  that  I  have  appended  hereto  a  list  of  the  schools  in  this  county 
having  libraries  and  the  moneys  received  in  the  library  fund  as  reported 
in  the  anooal  report  of  the  director  of  each  district.  The  township 
libraries  are  as  follows : — 


TowMblp. 
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I  have  no  reports  of  any  township  libraries  being  broken  up  into  dis- 
trict libraries,  nor  of  any  gifts  of  any  kind.  v 
I  tmst  that  thia  is  satisfactory. 

ST,  CLAIR  COUNTY. 

B.  T.  BlachDey,  Conuniseioner,  Port  Huron. 

Number  of  township  libraries  Id  count]' 4 

Number  ot  district  llbrari«a 100 

Number  of  public  libraries 1 

Number  ot  subscription  libraries 2 

ST.    JOSEPH   COUNTY. 

Lewis  E.  Miller,  CommlBsloner,  Centervllle. 

Number  ot  townablp  libraries  In  eauntr 2 

Number  of  district  llbr&rles — 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 4 

SANILAC  COUNTY. 

Charles  O.  Putney,  Commissioner,  Sanilac  Center. 

Number  ot  township  libraries  tn  county 2 

Number  of  district  libraries 3 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 1 

SPECIAL  BBPOBT   MADE  TO  BOARD. 

This  county  contains  twenty-six  townships.  Of  the  number  eleven  have 
township  libraries.  Those  having  them  are  as  follows:  Argyle,  Delaware, 
Elk.  Elmer,  Greenleaf,  Marlette,  Minden.  Speaker,  Washington,  Wheat- 
land, and  Worth.  The  fifteen  not  having  them  are:  Austin,  Buel,  Bridge- 
haiupton,  Custer,  Evergreen,  Plynn,  Forester.  Fremoot,  Lamootte,  I^^xing- 
ton.  Maple  Valley,  Marion,  Moore,  Sanilac,  and  Watertowo. 

The  township  boards  of  Flynn,  Fremont,  Sanilac,  Wfishington  and 
Worth  voted  to  use  the  library  money  for  general  school  purposes,  rather 
than  for  the  nse  of  a  library.  I  think  that  the  majority  of  the  school 
officers  in  this  county  divert  the  library  money  to  general  school  uses.  If 
you  will  suggest  some  way  for  me  to  find  out,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  correct 
the  abase. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  township  library  that  is  broken  up  and  divided 
into  dietrict  libraries. 

The  village  of  Lexington  has  a  fine  public  library,  the  gift  of  the  Moore 
Estate. 

{Special  report  of  Moore  Public  Library,  Lexington,  Mich.,  to  Charles  Q. 
Putney.  Commiaaioner  of  Schools.) 

In  answer  to  your  request  in  r^ard  to  the  Moore  Public  Library,  would 
say  Mr.  Charles  Moore's  heirs,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Sleeper,  Mrs.  Hnwiey  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Meyer,  built,  equipped,  endowed  and  presented  to  the  village  of 
Lexington,  a  library  in  honor  of  their  father,  valued  at  the  following: 
Books.  12,000;  building  and  lot,  ¥6.000;  endowment.  12.500;  furniture 
and  equipment,  |2B0 ;  making  in  all  a  sum  total  of  H0,750.^iOO^^lC 
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Mrs.  Mejere  yearly  furniBbee  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  We  have  had  presented  this  year  by  friends  and  patrons  of  the 
library  one  hundred  and  fifty  books  as  well  as  a  great  many  magazines. 

Anna  E.  Henby, 
Librarian. 

SCIIOOLCRAFT  COUNTY.' 

Beulab  Morseman,  CommlsBloner,  Monistlque. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county S 

Number  of  dletrtct  libraries 12 

Number  of  free  public  libraries 1 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 2 

SHIAWABBEE  COUNTX. 

Howard  E.  Slocum,  Commissioner,  Corunna. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  county 1 

Number  of  district  libraries 84 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 4 

Number  of  city  school  libraries 2 

SPECIAL  REPORT  TO  THB  BOARD. 

Sciota  No.  8,  Sciota  No.  7,  Sciota  No.  2,  Sciota  No.  5,  Bennington  No. 
6.  Shiawassee  No.  6,  fr.,  Vernon  No.  2,  fr.,  Vernon  No,  5,  Woodhull  No.  1, 
fr.,  Perry  No.  3,  Perry  No.  7,  Antrim  No.  6,  fr.,  Antrim  No.  8,  fr.,  Burns 
No.  1,  Burns  No.  10,  Rush  No.  5,  Hazelton  No.  i,  Hazelton  No.  9,  Middle- 
bury  No.  3,  Middlebury  No.  5,  fr.,  Caledonia  No.  2,  Venice  No.  2,  and 
Vernon  No.  9,  are  school  districts  in  Shiawasse  county  not  having 
libraries. 

Money  raised  for  library  purposes  is  so  used. 

Hazelton  has  the  only  township  library  in  the  county  which  has  not 
been  broken  up  into  district  libraries. 

No  gifts  of  money,  books,  etc.,  have  been  made  in  Shiawassee  connty  for 
library  purposes. 

TUSCOLA  COUNTY. 

Henry  P.  BuBh,  Commissioner,  Cairo. 

SPECIAL  KEPOBT  MADE  TO  BOABD. 

I  do  not  kBow  of  one  free  public  library  in  Tuscola  county.  I  under- 
stand there  are  several  township  libraries,  but  bo  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn  not  one  is  used. 

Most  of  the  schoolB  use  the  library  money  for  general  school  purposes. 
However,  with  the  conjperation  of  the  teachers  we  are  bringing  about  a 
reform  in  this  regard.  Quite  a  number  are  now  using  it  for  library  ptir- 
poses,  and  circulars  which  you  send  out  ought  to  reach  all  our  school 
directors.    Hence  I  am  sending  you  a  list  of  the  directors. 

A  Carnegie  library  was  voted  upon  in  the  township  of  Indianfields. 
Carnegie  gave  $10,000  and  the  township  voted  a  one  mill  tax  to  support 
the  library. 

We  have  a  good  many  school  libraries.  They  are  not  on  a  legal  basis, 
however.  The  teachers  bought  the  hooks  by  means  of  entertainments  and 
the  districts  did  not  vote  them. 
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VAN   BUREN   COUNTY, 

E.  A.  Aeeltlne,  Commisaioner,  Paw  Paw. 

Number  of  township  libraries  in  count; — 

Number  of  district  libraries 108 

WASHTENAW  COUNTY, 

C.  B.  Foster,  Commtaeioner,  Ann  Arttor. 

Number  of  township  libraries  In  county 4 

Number  of  district  libraries 11 

Number  of  subscription  libraries 2 


E.  W.  Yost,  Commissioner,  Detroit. 

Number  of  township  libraries 1 

Number  of  district  libraries 105 


SPECIAL  REPORT  UADE  TO  BOARD. 


According  to  the  directors'  census  and  financial  report,  which  is  on  file 
in  this  ofSce,  the  library  conditions  in  the  following  towns  are  as  follows : 


HMstramok. . . 


No  library  moae;  used. 


o  library  money  tued. 
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LivoQla. 

Nti^ldo 

NorthTlUo  .. 
FlymmltL... 

KeUfoid 

Romulus. . . . . 

Bumpier . .  ■ . 
Vmu  Buren . . 


No  UbniiT  moaej  tu 


I  uied  tor  llbtftrr- 
<o  UbrsfT  money  dh 


The  Solvay  Process  Company  of  Delray  gave  to  the  Delray  schools, 
which  are  in  Bpringvells  township,  five  hundred  dollars  worth  of  books. 
F.  B,  Sibley,  who  is  a  banker  in  Detroit  but  has  a  lai^  farm  in  district 
Ko.  3  of  Monguagon  township,  donated  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  dis- 
trict for  library  purposes  and  the  beautifying  of  the  school  grounds; 
about  half  was  used  for  books.  I  think  I  do  not  overestimate  if  I  say 
District  No.  3,  Monguagon,  lias  the  most  beautiful  district  school  building 
in  the  State  of  Michigan;  a  fine  architectural  design,  built  of  stone  and 
brick  with  slate  roof,  steam  heated,  furnished  throughout  with  single 
seats  and  has  four  rooms.    There  are  a  number  of  other  schools  where 
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small  donatioDB  have  been  given  and  a  number  of  the  teachers  have  pur- 
chased books  for  their  achoolB. 

WEXFORD  COUNTY. 

W,  H.  Faunce,  Commissioner,  CRdfllac. 

Number  of  township  llbmrtes  In  county 11 

Number  of  district  libraries 22 

Number  of  aubaciiptlon  libraries 1 


FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS  AND  LIBRARY  EXTENSION. 

To  the  Federated  Clubs  of  Michigan: 

The  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clnba  will  mark  the  tenth  year  of 
its  history  by  entering  upon  a  new  and  very  rich  field  for  social  service, 
and  one  which  the  founders  of  onr  Federation  have  much  desired  to 
occupy. 

This  work  is  none  other  than  that  of  co-operating  with  the  State  Board 
of  Library  Commiasionera.  in  the  establishment  of  libraries  and  in  extend- 
ing library  privileges  where  now  this  strong  edncational  factor  is  wanting. 

At  onr  late  annual  meeting  in  Grand  Rapids  in  closing  her  address 
before  the  convention,  Mrs.  Spencer  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Michigan  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  co- 
operate with  the  State  Board  of  Library  CommissionerB  for  the  purpose 
of  o^anizing  libraries  and  extending  the  library  interests  of  the  State. 

"Remlved,  That  the  new  administration  place  this  work  in  the  bands 
of  the  Committee  on  Education  or  appoint  a  sub-committee  who  shall  liave 
charge  of  the  work,  and  who  shall  act  with  the  Board  of  Library  Commis- 
sioners, detailed  plane  of  action  to  be  formulated  by  the  Board  and  the 
committee." 

In  accordance  with  these  resolutions,  which  were  heartily  adopted  by 
tlie  convention  this  work  has  now  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  education,  and  a  sub-committee  appointed,  composed  of 
twelve  club  women,  one  from  each  congressional  district  of  the  State  as  a 
library  committee. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  and  under 
their  supervision,  each  member  of  tbe  federation  library  committee  shall 
carry  out  the  details  of  tbe  work  in  her  own  district.  Her  communication 
with  the  secretary  appointed  from  every  club  belonging  to  the  federation 
will  enable  her  to  secure  accurate  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  ber  district 
and  prepare  the  way  for  aggressive  library  work. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Commissioners,  through  tbe  aid  of  the  women's 
clubs  to  place  Michigan  in  the  front  rank  of  states  in  the  service  and  the 
use  of  libraries. 

Now,  permit  me  to  urge  upon  the  entire  membership  of  our  federation, 
that  as  tbey  themselves  use  and  value  books  and  libraries  as  means  of 
education  and  culture,  so  they  will  from  the  first  enter  heartily  into  this 
new  branch  of  State  work.  I>et  us  give  to  it  our  best  service.  We  know 
well  how  widespread  among  the  several  State  federations,  is  the  interest 
in  libraries;  and  how  great  is  the  energy  expended  in  organizing  library 


46  REPORT  OP  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

movements  in  order  that  their  educational  beDefits  may  be  made  to  cover 
the  widest  possible  area. 

This  opportunity  for  the  federation  of  Michigao  to  co-operate  with  the 
State  CommissioB  will  enable  ns  to  work  in  a  much  larger  way  and  more 
effectively  than  the  State  federation  could  hope  to  do  by  itself;  and  the 
whole  influence  of  the  movement  will  be  to  secure  a  strong  educational 
factor,  not  alone  for  "the  general  advancement  of  woman,"  but  (or  the 
general  culture  of  all  communities  to  which  library  privileges  ahonld  be 
supplied. 

Josephine  M.  Godld, 

President  M.  8.  F.  W.  C. 

Owosso,  February  1,  1904. 

The  work  planned  for  the  library  committee  of  the  Btate  federation  of 
clubs  is  as  follows ; 

The  member  of  the  library  committee  representing  the  federation  shall 
confer  with  the  member  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  whose 
district  she  represents,  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  the  establishment 
of  and  aid  to  libraries  in  the  district. 

She  shall  ask  that  a  library  committee  be  appointed  in  each  federated 
club  in  her  district,  one  member  of  which  shall  be  named  as  library  sec- 
retary of  the'  club,  all  correspondence  relating  to  library  work  in  the 
locality  represented  by  the  club  to  be  carried  on  by  this  club  secretary. 
This  committee  shall  familiarize  itself  with  conditions  in  the  community 
whether  the  libraries  be  township,  district  or  free  public,  and  through  its 
secretary  shall  make  a  regular  report  to  the  member  of  the  federation 
committee. 

The  members  of  the  federation  library  committee  shall  familiarize  them- 
selves with  the  aid  to  libraries,  which  is  offered  by  the  State  Library  and 
the  Board  of  Library  Comuiissiouers,  and  shall  Ornish  this  information 
to  the  club  secretaries.  Full  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  State 
Librarian,  and  all  circulars  and  blanks  will  be  sent  by  that  officer  when 
requested,  tcrthe  members  of  the  federation  committee  or  directly  to  the 
club  library  secretaries  whose  names  and  addresses  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  federation  committee. 

All  information  and  statistics  gathered  by  the  members  of  the  federa- 
tion committee  will  be  printed  in  the  annual  report  made  by  the  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners  to  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

A  large  and  attractive  field  of  labor  is  opened  to  the  club  women  of  the 
Btate  by  this  plan. 

The  State,  through  the  traveling  libraries  and  registration  plan,  is  offer- 
ing the  largest  and  most  generous  help  in  the  establishment  of  libraries. 
If  the  club  women  will  take  hold  of  the  work  with  the  unanimity  of  pur- 
pose, which  has  characterized  their  efforts  in  the  past,  there  will  be  no 
doubts  as  to  the  ultimate  result. 

The  above  plan  is  subject  to  tbe  approval  of  the  federation  committee 
who  will  decide  for  themselves  all  questions  relating  to  the  details  of  the 

T»'Ork.  L.„.,z.i..;>L.OOt^lC 


FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS  AND  LIBRARY  EXTENSION,    i^ 


MICHIGAN  STATE  FEDERATION  OP  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 

-,  1904. 

pluoe  and  date. 


Name  ot  club. 


Where  located. 


Name  of  pre^deoi.. 


The  following  club  members  have  been  appointed  on  the  library  oommlttee. 


Please  fill  all  lines  and  r 


Member  o(  FederaKon  Committee 
lor Congresslooal  Dlalrtot. 


P.  O.  Address. 

The  above  blank  is  sent  by  the  federation  committee  to  the  local  dabs. 
After  having  been  properly  Bigned  so  that  the  names  of  the  local  com- 
mittee appear,  they  are  returned  to  the  member  ot  the  federation  com- 
mittee. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  PBDEEATtON  OP  WOMEN'S  CLUBS, 

Report  of  Librarj/  Committee  of 

Name  of  Club. 


Name  ot  county  

City,  township  or  Wllase  where  library  Is  located 

Name  of  library  

Free  public  or  school  library  (free  public  includes  township  and  district  libraries) 

..^..-tCoo'^k 

Number  of  volumes .S 
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Name  of  librarian , 

Who  selects  and  purchases  tbe  books? 

What  proportion  la  flctlon? , 

Describe  building  in  wbtcb  library  Is  kept 

Is  it  provided  with  shelving  and  convenlencee? 

Describe  the  general  appearance  of  the  books 

la  the  library  situated  In  a  manufacturing  or  farming  center? 

1b  It  a  suitable  depository  for  a  loan  from  the  State? 

Is  the  money  provided  by  law  for  the  purchase  of  books  used  for  that  pilrpoee,  < 

Is  It  used  for  general  school  purposes? 

(Bee  beloio.) 


The  above  reporta  are  sent  out  by  the  federation  committee  to  the  local 
library  committee,  it  beiog  for  their  use  in  collecting  statistics  of  libraries 
in  their  locality.  These  blanks  are  to  be  returoed  to  the  member  of  the 
federation  committee,  and  will  finally  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Library 
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H.  N.  Loud,  President, 

State  Board  of  Library  Commissionerg: 

Sra — In  accord  with  the  vote  of  the  Library  Commission  I  have  taken 
time  in  some  of  the  localities  where  my  regular  work  bas  been  to  ascertain 
the  status  of  affairs  concerning  public  libraries.  Necessarily  the  work  has 
been  of  a  somewhat  cursory  and  disjointed  kind,  but  it  has  certainly  been 
most  encouraging  to  find  the  sentiment  for  libraries  so  universally  excel- 
lent, and  the  awakening  so  widespread. 

At  Coral,  in  Montcalm  county,  one  of  the  State  traveling  libraries  was 
exhibited  during  the  evening  and  the  following  day  sessions  of  a  teach- 
ers' institute  held  there  in  October.  An  explanation  of  tbe  plan  was  made 
and  the  pamphlets  of  information  distributed.  This  particular  library 
contained  excellent  books  of  late  vintage  like  Newell  Dwigbt  Hillis's 
"Quest  of  Happiness,"  Booker  T.  Washington's  "Character  Building"  and 
some  of  the  best  late  fiction,  travel,  etc.  That  library  was  seized  by  the 
Coral  people,  and  during  these  long  snowbound  evenings  its  cheery  and 
inspiring  companionship  has  been  doing  its  gracious  work  among  tbe 
young  and  old.  Many  teachers  and  patrons  made  inquiries  concerning 
the  traveling  library  plan,  and  doubtless  a  number  of  such  libraries  will 
be  found  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

In  a  trip  to  the  Copper  Country  I  found  an  excellent  state  of  afifairs 
touching  library  matters,  Calumet  has  a  handsome  building,  a  fine  library 
and  an  enthusiastic,  competent  and  helpful  librarian,  a  combination  of 
strong  factors  for  library  extension  and  usefulness.       l„  hhi.  ;>VliOOQlC 
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Mrs.  Grierson,  the  librarian,  and  Supt.  H.  E.  Kratz  ofthe  city  schools 
work  in  harmODj.  By  means  of  this  co-operation  the  usefulness  of  the 
library  is  greatly  extended  and  a  good  reading  habit  formed  among  the 
young.  Owing  to  the  heterogeneous  character  of  the  population,  the  Cain- 
met  library  contains  books  in  many  foreign  languages. 

Mrs.  Orierson  has  taken  special  pains  to  interest  and  guide  the  young 
readers,  and  a  report  from  that  library  will  show  that  the  number  of  books 
drawn  and  the  number  of  patrons  are  remarkably  targe  for  the  population 
of  the  district  and  the  size  of  the  library.  Arrangements  are  perfecting 
to  place  class  libraries  in  every  room  in  the  schools. 

A  division  of  the  library  is  maintained  at  Lake  Linden,  where  Superin- 
tendent White  and  Mrs.  White,  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  hare 
aided  materially  in  building  up  a  reading  sentiment.  One  of  the  State 
traveling  libraries  there  is  a  very  popular  ally. 

In  Painesdale,  a  mining  location  a  few  miles  from'  Houghton,  a  fine 
club  and  library  building  has  been  erected  through  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Paine,  Hon.  L.  L.  Hubbard,  former  State  Geologist  of  Michigan,  and 
general  manager  of  the  Copper  Range  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Paiues- 
dale,  is  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  books,  and  that  ample  library  facilities 
will  be  provided  for  that  community  goes  without  saying.  Superintendent 
Fred  Jeffers,  of  Atlantic  Mine' school,  in  whose  district  Painesdale  is 
Bitnated,  has  to  a  greater  degree  than  in  any  other  school  of  its  size  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a- reading  habit  among  the  youth  of  his  school.  The 
school  library  is  well  selected  and  in  constant  use. 

The  beautiful  high  school  room  at  Houghton  has  its  books  placed  in 
handsome  and  convenient  cases  about  the  school  room.  No  public  school 
library  building  has  as  yet  been  provided  at  Houghton.  The  ladies  have 
a  library  association  there  and  a  fine  nucleus  for  a  public  library.  Some 
wealthy  and  public  spirited  person  could  well  immortalize  his  name  by 
providing  a  library  building  for  that  thriving  city. 

Sogers,  Millerabarg.  and  Onaway  in  Presque  Isle  cotinty  are  making* 
some  progress  in  establishing  school  libraries,  and  the  sentiment  of  the 
citizens  most  interested  in  schools  is  very  pronounced  for  the  extension  of 
libraries.  The  library  money  will  be  looked  after  and  carefully  expended 
for  books  and  supplemented  by  liberal  appropriations. 

In  many  trips  about  the  State,  amid  the  rural  districts  and  small  vil- 
lages I  find  the  people  are  anxious  to  learn  more  about  the  State  traveling 
libraries,  and  in  every  place  where  such  libraries  have  been  found  in  school 
or  grange  the  sentiment  is  pronounced  and  enthusiastic  in  favor  of  the 
plan. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hesry  R.  Pattbngilu 
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THE  VALUE  OP  GENERAL  READING  AS  SUPPLEMENTARY  TO 
A  TEXT  BOOK  EDUCATION. 

BT  JAMES  B.  ?£»*£&. 

Knowledge  is  acquired  from  but  two  sources — the  experiences  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  comnjunicated  experieuces  of  others,  the  latter  usually 
beginning  with  the  text  books  of  school  aud  college,  and,  excepting  only 
those  which  are  used  for  working  tools,  text  books  are  with  rare  exceptions 
an  uninteresting  compilation  of  elementary  rules  seldom  referred  to  after 
their  first  use  has  ceased.  When  by  their  use  principles,  reasons  and  meth- 
ods have  been  acquired  and  a  desire  aj'oused  for  greater  learning,  their  mis- 
sion has  been  accomplished.  But  in  this  day  of  much  reading  and  many 
books,  attractive  in  their  freedom  from  technicalities  and  alluring  in  the 
manner  in  which  all  subjects  are  presented,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  an  in- 
dividual whose  education  has  ceased  with  the  shelving,of  the  text  book. 
Such  cases  may  be  found,  but  they  are  abnormal  and  usually  the  result  of 
circumstances  rather  than  deliberate  choice. 

It  is  an  era  of  specilization.  in  which  the  work  of  every  profession  and 
following  is  subdivided.  The  professional  man,  the  business  man,  the 
mechanic,  and  even  the  laborer,  no  longer  attempts  to  cover  the  entire 
field  of  his  chosen  vocation,  but  each  seeks  to  attain  efficiency  in  his 
special  life  work  and,  being  proficient  in  that,  rarely  aspires  to  or  attains 
eminence  in  the  whole  general  field.  In  the  rush  and  haste  of  modem 
methods,  the  demand  for  the  accomplishment  of  so  much  in  so  little  time, 
the  exacting  requirements  that  the  best  shall  be  given,. and  the  necessity 
for  constant  close  study  and  observation  in  each  special  branch,  time  is 
used  and  energy  exhausted  to  snch  a  degree  that  if  it  were  not  for  informa- 
tion almost  unconsciously  absorbed  in  casual  reading,  most  men  would 
be  practically  ignorant  of  everything  not  included  in  their  own  lines  of 
special  work  and  interest. 

We  are  living  in  a  world  in  which  nothing  remains  dormant — progress, 
growth,  development  are  the  natural  order  of  things,  and  it  is  a  dwarfed 
and  stunted  existence  which  is  content  in  not  trying  to  have  the  beat  there 
is,  and  in  not  trying  to  obtain  the  best  that  life  affords.  The  narrow  ex- 
periences of  any  one  life  fail  to  furnish  all  that  is  required  in  achieving 
such  results  and  the  wisdom  acquired  by  others,  except  in  the  most  limited 
degree,  comes  only  from  good  books.  Their  influence  is  broadening  and 
helpful  and  without  them  one's  ability  to  share  in  the  world's  work  would 
be  greatly  lessened  and  curtailed.  No  blessing  of  the  twentieth  century 
is  greater  than  the  facilities  of  the  present  day  for  obtaining  them. 

Character  and  intelligence  should  be  the  standards  of  measurement  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  one  community  and  those  of  another.  Those 
possessed  of  the  widest  and  most  generally  accurate  information,  with 
high  ideals  and  noble  views  of  life,  are  those  who  fix  the  standards  for 
their  fellowmen  and  who  render  the  best  service  to  the  communities  in 
which  they  live.  Properly  directed  power  is  naefulness,  and  if  knowledge, 
which  is  power,  is  acquired  from  books,  and  if  books  can  be  had  for  tiie 
asking,  then,  indeed,  no  one  can  plead  ignorance  and  every  one  must  be 


D,„„.db,  Google 


UDRAKV  OF  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OP  MICHIGAN. 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 


FLEPORTS  OF  LIBRARY  PROGRESS.  61 

held  acouDtable  for  not  being  as  wise  and  as  useful  in  his  day  and  genera- 
tioa  as  his  opportunities  will  permit. 

Text  books  are  the  guide  posts  on  the  highways  of  learning;  general 
reading,  the  fields  on  either  side.  In  those  fields  bioom  the  flowers,  ripen 
the  fruits  and  harvests,  and  lie  the  treasures  which  may  be  gathered  and 
used  by  all  who  seek  them.  Given  the  elementary  learning  acquired  from 
text  books,  the  fields  are  opened  so  that  he  who  will  ma^'  wander  therein 
and  find  such  pleasures  and  rewards  as  his  inclinations  dictate  and  abili- 
ties permit. 

The  founders  of  the  great  commonwealths  and  those  who  gnide  their 
destinies  have  ever  realized  that  the  greatest  safeguards  to  the  rights  of 
humanity,  and  the  sorest  means  of  more  firmly  establishing  and  more 
Becnrely  perpetuating  onr  institutions,  lie  in  the  intelligence  of  our  citi- 
teas.  The  first  evidence  of  this  was  the  public  school  and  in  the  progress 
of  time  came  free  text  books.  Now  comes  the  tender  of  good  books  on  all 
subjects,  practically  without  money  and  without  price.  Suitable  to  all 
classes  and  grades  of  intelligence.  And  the  facilities  now  given  to  every 
community,  no  matter  how  poor,  nor  how  remote,  nor  how  scattered,  make 
ignorance  inexcusable.  The  problem  confronting  those  who  have  in  chai^ 
the  distribution  of  these  books  is  not  how  to  obtain  the  books,  for  they 
have  them ;  not  how  to  send  them  to  places  where  they  are  wanted,  for  that 
can  be  arranged ;  it  is  how  to  let  the  people  know  what  they  can  have, 
and  how  to  get  them  to  ask  in  order  that  they  may  receive. 
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THE  UNIVEKSITY  LIBRABV. 

In  1838  the  Board  of  Regents  entrusted  to  Dr.  Asa  Gray,  who  was 
about  to  visit  Europe,  a  sum  of  money  with  which  to  buy  books  for  the 
University.  With  this  sum  he  obtained  3,700  volumes  which  reached  Ann 
Arbor  in  1840,    This  was  the  beginning  of  the  University  Library. 

One  of  Dr.  Tappan's  first  acts  on  becoming  president  was  to  interest  the 
citizens  of  Ann  Arbor  in  this  department  of  the  University,  with  the  result 
1^00  volumes  were  contributed.  From  this  time  to  1870  the  library  grew 
slowly.  Not  much  money  could  be  spared  for  its  increase,  and  while  it 
was  the  recipient  of  gifts,  some  of  them  very  valuable,  there  were  none 
that  could  be  described  as  large.  In  1870  Mr.  Philo  Parsons  of  Detroit 
bought  and  presented  to  the  University  the  library  of  Professor  Carl 
Heinrich  Row  of  Heidelberg  University,  who  had  recently  died.  This 
collection  contained  4,325  volumes  and  5,000  pamphlets.  In  1877  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  library  especially,  which 
greatly  increased  its  growth  and  efficiency. 

The  present  library  building,  for  which  the  Legislature  made  an  appro- 
priation in  1881,  was  occupied  in  December.  1883.  The  library  contained 
at  that  time  40,000  volumes.  Since  then  few  years  have  passed  in  which 
the  library  has  not  been  the  recipient  of  gifts  of  considerable  extent.  Of 
this  character  are  the  McMillan  Shakespeare  Library,  containing  now 
over  5,000  volumes,  the  Hagerman  Historical  Collection,  the  German- 
American  Goethe  Library,  the  Morris  Philosophical  Library,  the  Alpheaa 
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Felch  Historical  Library,  the  Walter  Library  of  Eomance  Literature,  the 
Hench  Library  of  German  Philology  and  the  Stearns  Musical  Collection. 
Individuals  who  have  made  at  different  timea  especially  valuable  gifts 
are  Mr.  C.  M.  Burton,  Mr.  D.  M.  Ferry,  Mr.  J.  E.  ScrippB,  of  Detroit,  and 
Mr.  0.  M.  Barnes  of  Lansing. 

The  general  library  has  two  permanent  endowment  funds  of  which  only 
the  income  can  be  used.  These  are  the  Pord-Messcr  fund  of  $20,000,  and 
the  Coyl  fund  of  |10,000. 

The  law  collection  is  located  in  the  law  building.  It  has  shared  in  the 
gifts  that  have  fallen  to  the  library  in  general.  Early  in  its  history,  in 
1866,  it  received  the  law  library  of  Honorable  Richard  Fletcher  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Massachusetts.  More  recently  it  has  received  from  the 
late  Mr.  G.  H.  Buhl  of  Detroit  a  collection  known  as  the  Buhl  Law 
Library,  and  a  bequest  of  |10,000  to  be  applied  where  most  needed  in  the 
development  of  the  library. 

The  total  of  volumes  in  the  general  and  special  libraries  was,  June  30, 
1903,  174,740  volumes,  distributed  as  follows: 

General  library 139,002 

Law  library 20,170 

Medical  library 12,621 

Homoeopathic  library 1,764 

Dental  library 1.183 


174,740 

BATTLE  CREEK  PUBLIC  LIBEAKY. 

The  lot  is  16x20  rods  and  is  valued  at  |20,000.  The  building  is  101  feet 
long  by  67  feet  wide.  Nine  rooms,  five  on  library  floor  and  four  on  second, 
besides  a  basement  with  room  for  public  documents  in  it.  The  reference 
room  is  40x24  feet,  and  the  children's  rpom  24  feet  square.  Stack  room 
is  24x48  feet.  ^V'e  are  not  to  have  open  shelves,  unless  a  change  is  made 
before  we  are  ready  to  occupy  the  building.  The  library  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  school  board,  three  of  whose  members  constitute  the  library 
committee.  We  have  the  interest  of  $10,000  for  buying  books,  which  is  a 
permanent  fund  and  can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose.  The  exiienees  of 
running  the  library  are  paid  from  the  school  money.  We  allow  persons 
outside  the  city  limits  to  use  the  books  upon  the  payment  of  two  dollars 
per  year,  but  students  in  the  schools  can  use  the  library  as  others,  by 
having  a  card  signed  by  some  resident.  We  give  teachers  the  privilege  of 
taking  any  number  of  books  for  reference  work  on  a  teacher's  card,  and 
do  not  limit  the  time  they  can  be  kept. 

IscA  Ambebg, 
Librarian. 

BENTON   HABBOa. 

About  seven  years  ago  I  had  seriously  intended  to  build  a  kindei^arten 
college,  but  a  neighbor  on  the  school  board  said — "The  people  will  take 
care  of  that,  you  had  better  build  a  library."  I  changed  my  plan  and 
willed  about  $25,000.00  for  that  purpose,  not  being  able  to  give  the  money 
while  I  live,  but  Mr.  Carnegie's  generosity  tempted  us  and  we  asked  him 
for  the  money.  Before  this,  however,  I  had  given  a  room  in  our  down 
town  comer  building  for  books,  and  Mayor  Brant  appointed  ^' 
library  board,  who  accepted  said  room.    Last  summer  the  openingbf 
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the  aew  building  gave  us  a  fine  borne.    For  $1.00,  township  people  can 
use  buokB,  etc.,  for  one  year. 

Book  stacks,  three ;  three  main  rooms  in  front  of  book  stacks ;  youths' 
reading  room  15x30  on  the  left;  adults  same  size  on  the  right;  flatiron 
shaped  room  between  them  for  the  public  delivery  room ;  three  rooms  in 
first  floor  besides  the  board  room,  librarian's,  two  cloak  rooms,  etc.  In  the 
basement  that  is  a  ball  flatiron  shaped  in  front  of  resen'ed  stacks  to  hold 
abtfbt  200  or  250  people;  three  book  rooms  from  curved  wall  north,  one 
in  basement,  one  on  main  floor  and  one  in  gallery  directly  above  the 
others.    Shelves  are  open  to  the  public. 

January  16. 1899,  Mayor  Edward  Brant  appointed  the  following  board, 
nearly  all  serving  until  August,  1903,  viz:— -Geo.  F.  Sooner,  Bev.  E.  A, 
Hoffman,  Rev.  Geo.  Sablio,  Rev.  W.  Cady,  I.  W.  Riford.  A.  V.  Cady,  Capt. 
Pound,  Dr.  Vatey,  W.  D.  Downey. 

On  Jannary  19, 1899,  the  board  organized,  elected  Geo.  F.  Sonner  presi- 
dent and  A.  P.  Cady,  secretary,  who  have  served  in  the  same  capacity 
ever  since.  In  September,  1900,  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
room  eleven,  Jones  &  Sooner  block,  where  it  remained  until  the  opening 
of  the  Carnegie  building  August  23,  1903.  I  gave  about  100  books  and 
appointed  a  solicitor  to  ask  donations.  About  400  volumes  were  given. 
We  began  with  these  and  about  125  volumes,  government  and  civil  war 
reports.  By  giving  the  room  and  books  I  started  the  work,  which  already 
has  a  beautiful  home,  thanks  to  Carnegie,  and  about  4,000  volumes,  and 
the  people  are  happj',  reading  on  an  average  over  2,500  books  every  month. 
The  three  ministers  on  the  board  were  very  active  in  helping  it  along. 
Perhaps  eighty  per  cent  of  the  books  read  are  fiction,  more  than  half  used 
by  young  people,  but  we  have  the  best  as  you  know  by  list  sent  you  most 
of  which  you  so  kindly  recommended.  If  there  is  anything  more  I  can  do 
for  you  I  will  be  glad  to  help  all  I  can.  I  should  say  the  city  gave  the 
board  about  |1.500,00  annually  for  support,  but  now  *2.000.00,  ten  per 
cent  of  $20,000.00  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  us, 

Geo.  F.  Sonxek, 
President. 

BIG  RAPIDS PHEr.PS  FREE  LIBRARY. 

The  library  was  opened  last  April  (1903)  with  about  1.600  volumes. 
We  now  have  about  2.100  volumes.  The  library  is  open  Saturdays  only. 
We  have  a  good  sized  reading  room  which  is  open  at  the  same  time.  The 
size  of  the  lot  is  150x150.  price  probably  $1,000.  We  use  three  rooms  only, 
though  there  are  twelve  rooms  in  the  house.  We  have  no  reference  room 
nor  children's,  room  as  yet.  The  shelves  of  the  library  are  not  open  to  the 
public,  only  the  librarian  and  her  assistants  being  permitted  behind  the 
railing,  though  the  public  is  allowed  in  the  room  where  the  books  are 
placed ;  the  shelves  being  around  the  outside  of  the  room.  The  privileges  of 
the  library  do  not  extend  to  those  outside  the  city  limits.  Our  library,  ac- 
cording to  the  conditions  of  Mrs.  Phelps'  wilt  must  be  maintained  by  the 
city.  She  gave  certain  funds  for  books,  two-thirds  of  which  could  be 
expended  at  the  first  for  books  and  the  other  one-third  placed  upon  inter- 
est, the  income  to  be  used  annually  for  the  purchase  of  Iwoks  and  can  be 
used  for  no  other  purpose.  Our  regular  income  will  permit  us  to  buy  only 
about  35  volumes  annually,  hut  we  hope  for  donations  which  will  increase 
the  number  of  volumes  quite  rapidly. 

W.  A.  BRio'fas, 
Secretary  Library  Committee. 
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TICESBURO — FANNY    M.    BAIB   LIBRARY. 

The  Fanny  M.  Bair  library  at  Vickeburg,  Miehigau,  which  was  dedi- 
cated November  21,  1902,  was  given  to  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  by 
Mrs.  Fanny  M,  Bair.  The  pretty  building,  eitnated  on  a  lot  4x5  rods,  is  of 
red  pressed  brick,  with  white  stone  facings.  It  is  practically  three  stories 
high  with  an  octagonal  tower  forty  feet  high.  It  occupies  50x40  feet  on 
the  ground,  and  is  divided  into  the  following  rooms.  Assembly,  40x25 
feet;  library,  12x16;  vestibule,  14x14;  committee,  10x13;  kitchen.  10x12; 
lavatory,  7x6.  The  rooms  are  finished  in  oak  and  steel  ceilings  cover  them. 
The  light  is  furnished  by  electricity.  The  kitchen  has  cupboards,  sink 
and  other  appurtenances  for  preparing  and  serving  meals.  A  grate  with 
an  attractive  mantel  in  the  assembly  room  and  a  large  furnace  in  the 
basement  furnishes  the  heat.  New  sectional  bookcases  fill  the  library 
room,  the  shelves  of  which  are  open  only  to  the  seventy-five  members.  In 
this  room  is  also  a  handsome  mahogany  bookcase  about  fifty  years  old, 
presented  also  by  the  donor  of  the  building.  The  township  library  has 
recently  rented  the  committee  room  for  its  use.  Vicksburg  is  not  only 
proud  of  this  beautiful  building,  but  proud  of  so  public-spirited  a  bene- 
factor as  Mrs.  Bair. 

Kate  B,  Youxg, 
Clerhof  the  L.  L.  A. 

BSCAN"ABA    CAR.NEQIB   PUBLIC    LIBRARY, 

A  description  and  a  history.  In  the  year  1!)02  the  city  of  Excanaba  was 
very  fortunate  in  owning  a  beautiful  corner  lot  centrally  located,  measur- 
ing 100x160  feet  and  valued  at  |3,000.  Still  more  fortunate  when  in  June 
of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Andrew  Carn^ie  made  one  of  his  generous  off'ers 
of  a  gift  to  the  city  of  a  library  building  to  cost  120,000,  This  offer  with 
the  usual  stipulations  and  requirements  from  the  city  was  accepted,  and 
the  beautiful  lot  so  long  unoccupied  was  chosen  as  the  site  upon  which 
to  erect  the  Carnegie  library.  In  August  work  ou  the  building  was  com- 
menced, and  the  handsome  edifice  was  completed  in  April,  1903. 

The  building,  a  very  pretty  one  in  the  classic  style  of  architecture  made 
of  red  sandstone  faces  the  west,  aud  has  a  front  exposure  of  75  feet  4 
inches,  a  side  elevation  of  64  feet  4  inches,  the  height  of  the  building  is 
25  feet,  height  of  dome  34  feet.  The  front  vestibule  measures  6x9  feet, 
through  which  you  enter  the  delivery  room  located  under  the  dome,  the 
size  of  which  is  18x24  feet.  On  either  side  of  the  delivery  room  is  a  large 
reading  room,  each  measuring  26  feet  3  inches  by  32  feet  10  inches.  The 
room  on  the  south  side  is  the  children's  room,  the  one  on  the  opposite 
side  is  the  main  reading  room  and  reference  department  combined. 

The  stack  room  to  the  rear  of  the  delivery  room  and  just  back  of  the 
loan  desk  is  a  large  one  and  measures  19x36  feet.  This  room  is  equipped 
with  the  art  metal  stacks  and  has  at  present  book  capacity  for  10.000 
volumes  with  the  possibility  of  adding  another  tier  of  stacks  holding  the 
same  number.  The  librarian's  room  at  the  side  of  the  stack  and  to  the 
north  of  the  building  is  a  pleasant  and  convenient  one  the  size  of  which  is 
13x19  feet  8  inches.  There  are  doors  from  this  opening  into  the  stack 
aud  delivery  rooms,  also  one  opening  into  the  side  vestibule.       X  ■OO'^^IC 

The  walls  of  all  the  rooms  are  prettily  and  suitably  decorated;  tSe  waiak 
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and  ceilinge  were  decorated  by  the  associated  artists  of  Milwaukee.  The 
woodwork  in  the  library  is  in  oak,  the  furnishings  are  also  in  the  poliahed 
oak.  The  basement,  at  present  unused,  extends  under  the  entire  building, 
and  is  divided  into  roonis  corresponding  in  size  to  those  on  the  main 
floor.  It  is  possible  that  one  of  the  large  rooms  in  the  basement  may  soon 
be  fitted  up  by  the  railroad  men  for  a  reading  and  lecture  room,  with  the 
mechanica)  books  on  the  shelves,  and  the  technical  and  scientific  periodi- 
cal literature  on  the  tables ;  the  furnishing  of  this  room  will  add  to  the 
greater  utility  of  the  library. 

On  furnishing  the  library  it  was  found  that  the  $30,000  was  not  suf- 
ficient, and  at  the  request  of  the  building  committee,  the  city  received 
another  donation  of  |1,200  which  amount  was  used  in  the  further  furnish- 
ing of  the  library. 

On  the  first  day  of  May,  1903,  there  was  not  a  book  in  the  library  nor 
was  there  an  old  collection  of  books  of  any  kind  to  move  into  new  quar- 
ters. The  whole  work  of  organizing  and  equipping  the  library  began  in 
May  when  the  present  librarian  took  charge.  The  first  work  to  he  done 
was  furnishing  the  reading  rooms  with  all  the  best  current  periodicals, 
magazines,  and  newspapers,  etc. 

Beginning  the  first  of  June  the  library  was  open  every  afternoon  from 
two  until  six  o'clock,  so  that  the  public  might  have  the  benefit  of  the 
reading  rooms  while  the  books  were  being  selected,  ordered  and  made 
ready  for  the  shelves.  ,\8  the  people,  especially  the  children,  were  clamor- 
ing for  Ijooks,  as  soon  as  there  were  two  or  three  hundred  volumes  on  the 
shelves,  the  board  decided  that  without  any  public  notice  the  books  might 
circulate  as  they  were  called  for.  Acting  upon  this  decision,  the  7th  day 
of  July,  1003,  the  books  circulated  for  the  first  time  in  the  city  of 
Escanaba  from  its  own  public  library,  and  the  records  for  the  first  day  of 
circulation  show  that  only  19  volumes  were  loaned  from  the  library  that 
day.  yince  then  the  number  has  very  greatly  increased,  as  the  following 
statistics  of  circulation  of  books  loaned  in  the  months  of  July.  August, 
September.  October,  and  November  show. 

Julf.         August.  Sept.  Oct.  Not. 

Children  718        1,043  999        1.692        1,896 

Adults 614        1.127        1,332        1,815        1,933 

Total 1,332       2,170       2,331        3,507       3,829 

The  circulation  of  fiction  both  among  the  adult  and  juvenile  readers  is 
here,  as  in  most  libraries,  very  much  in  the  lead,  but  the  number  of  books 
taken  out  in  other  classes  is  unusually  large.  The  open  shelf  system  is  in 
vogue  in  this  library,  and  seems  to  be  popular  with  the  patrons.  The 
Dewey  decimal  classification  and  the  card  catalogue  are  also  used.  Li- 
brary privileges.are  extended  to  those  living  outside  the  city  limits  when 
asked  for.  Transients  are  allowed  to  take  books  from  the  library  on  the 
deposit  of  one  dollar,  which  is  returned  to  them  when  the  card  is  returned 
to  the  library.  There  is  a  duplicate  rental  collection  of  hooks  of  the  more 
recent  and  popular  fiction,  which  rent  for  one  cent  a  day.  This  is  very 
popular  among  the  readers  who  are  desirous  of  reading  the  latest  hooks. 

The  library  lot  adjoins  that  of  the  city  high  school,  so  that  it  makes 
reference  work  with  the  students  very  convenient.  There  are  a  number 
of  study  clubs  in  the  city  and  the  reference  department  though  small  aa 
yet.  has  already  been  of  great  advantage  to  them.  The  work  in  this  depart- 
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ment  is  steadilj  growiDg,  aa  in  all  other  departments  and  there  is  no 
donbt  that  the  influence  of  the  library  for  good  is  already  beginning  to  tel! 
in  the  community. 

At  present  there  are  1.750  books  in  the  library,  and  504  pnblic  docn- 
ments,  making  a  total  of  2,354  volumeB  in  the  library.  There  are  1,457 
readers,  with  the  number  constantly  increasing,  this  is  a  very  good  per- 
centage of  the  population.  The  interest  felt  by  the  people  is  continually 
growing.  The  future  growth  and  usefulness  of  the  library,  the  founda- 
tions of  which  are  only  just  laid  is  very  hopeful,  and  with  a  board  of 
trustees  who  are  enthusiastic  and  ambitious  to  make  this  library  the  best 
in  the  Northern  Peninsula  the  future  of  the  Carnegie  public  library  is 
assured. 

Mab  B.  Hewitt, 
lAhrarian. 

i  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Charlotte  public  library  was  established  by  an  ordinance  passed  by 
the  common  council,  under  the  State  law,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1894 ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  the  mayor  with  the  approval  of  the  common  council, 
appointed  a  library  board  of  nine  members. 

On  the  Cth  of  May,  1895.  the  council  directed  that  a  half  mill  tax  be 
levied  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  tazable  city  property  for  the  benefit 
of  the  library. 

With  this  sum,  amounting  to  about  fl,09»,00,  the  ground  floor  of  a 
small  store  in  one  of  the  principal  business  blocks  was  rented,  necessary 
furniture  and  flxtures  secured,  a  librarian  and  janitor  employed,  and  a 
library  of  9l0  volumes  purchased  in  addition  to  a  loan  of  599  volumes  from 
the  public  school  library.  lu  return  for  this  loan,  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  have  the  privilege  of  drawing  an  unlimited  number  of  books,  for 
the  use  of  their  pupils,  all  of  which  however,  must  be  returned  at  the  close 
of  the  school  year. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  18th  of  January,  1896. 

In  1899  the  Charlotte  Library  Association  (which  was  the  pioneer 
library  organization  of  the  city  I.  turned  over  its  books  to  the  city,  as  a 
loan.  Of  these  1.678  volumes  are  now  in  circulation.  The  school  library 
loan  has  been  inei-eaeed  to  8f>2  volumes  and  with  the  purchases,  which  the 
library  board  has  annually  made,  nearly  0,000  volumes  are  now  on  the 
shelves  of  the  public  library.  These  are  all  classified  according  to  the 
De^ey  decimal  system,  and  a  printed  catalogue  has  been  published.  The 
reading  room  is  supplied  with  18  periodicals. 

Until  recently,  the  library  has  been  something  of  a  wanderer;  not  ex- 
actly a  dweller  in  tents,  but  in  various  rented  buildings. 

In  January.  1902.  the  board  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  what 
steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a  gift  from  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a  library 
building. 

After  a  brief  corre9i)ondence.  3Ir.  Carnegie  generously  consented  to 
make  a  gift  of  $1 0.000.    The  gift  was  afterwards  .increased  to  f  12,000. 

The  common  council  purchased  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Main  street  and 
Harris  avenue,  within  a  block  or  two  of  the  center  of  the  city,  having  a 
GO-foot  frontage  and  a  depth  of  130  feet;  price  »1.000. 

The  library  building  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  11102  and  was  first  opened 
to  the  public  on  the  evening  of  the  23rd  of  November.  1903.  at  which  time 
a  reception  was  held,  with  addresses  by  the  mayor,  members  of  the  librarf  |C 
board,  superintendent  of  schools,  and  others.  "^ 


CHARLOTTE  ITBI-IC  UBBARY. 

(Ollt  of  Andrew  Cnrnegle.) 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 


D,„„.db,  Google 


REPORTS  OF  LIBRARY  PROGRESS.  67 

Tbe  architect  of  the  new  building  was  E.  W.  Arnold  of  Battle  Creek; 
the  contractor,  E.  E.  Linton  of  the  aanie  place. 

The  dimensionB  of  the  front  part  are  32x52  feet.  The  stack  room  at  the 
back,  is  24x31  feet. 

The  building  coasiets  of  a  basement,  firat  and  second  stories.  The 
foundation  walls  are' of  field  stone;  above  that  of  dark  brown  pressed 
brick  with  red  tile  roof.  The  porch  entrance  is  paved  with  tile  and  wains- 
coted with  marble.  From  the  vestibule,  also  paved  with  tile,  a  stairway 
leads  up  through  the  tower  to  the  second  story,  and  another  to  the  front 
basement,  the  vestibule  being  separated  by  glass  partitions  £ind  door  from 
the  delivery  room,  which  occupies  the  center  of  the  building.  At  the  left 
of  the  delivery  room  is  the  general  reading  room,  17x30  feet ;  at  the  right, 
the  reference  rooms  for  the  librarian's  office  and  the  cataloguer.  The  gen- 
eral reading  and  reference  rooms  are  practically  one  with  the  delivery 
room,  being  separated  by  as  little  wall  space  as  possible,  thus  giving  a 
more  spacious  effect,  and,  to  the  librarian,  a  general  oversight  from  her 
seat  at  the  delivery  connter. 

The  stack  room  is  directly  back  of  the  delivery  room,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  steel  vault  doors,  and  a  fire  wall  extending  from  the  base- 
ment to  the  roof,  thus  giving  protection  from  fires  which  might  originate 
in  the  front  part  of  the  building. 

Tbe  stacks  were  furnished  by  the  library  bureau,  and  accommodate 
about  8.000  volumes.  Another  tier  can  be  added  when  necessary.  With 
its  double  rows  of  windows  and  cream  tinted  wails,  it  is  one  of  the  best 
lighted  rooms  in  the  building.  From  it  a  stairway  leads  to  the  back 
basement,  which  also  has  an  outside  eulrauce.  and  is  used  for  unpacking 
and  storage  purposes. 

There  is  but  one  room  in  the  second  story,  this  be.ing  used  chiefly  for 
meetings  of  the  library  board.  No  children's  room  has  yet  been  provided, 
bnt  a  large  room,  17x30  feet  in  the  front  basement  can  be  fitted  up  for  that 
purpose  when  it  is  thought  best. 

The  whole  building  is  heated  with  hot  water,  the  furnace  being  located 
in  the  front  basement. 

It  is  supjdied  with  both  gas  and  electric  tights,  and  has  city  water  and 
sewer  connections. 

The  basements  are  floored  with  concrete.  The  delivery  and  reading 
rooms  are  finished  in  sycamore,  the  ceilings  having  beams  of  the  same. 

The  furnishings  consist  of  a  handsomely  finished  counter  in  sycamore, 
fitted  with  drawers  and  shelves,  placed  directly  in  front  of  the  entrance  to 
the  stack  room,  and  lighted  from  above  by  a  skylight ;  four  large  circular 
reading  tables  (each,  lighted  by  a  chandelier)  and  substantial  leather 
seated  chairs. 

The  library  has  not  yet  adopted  the  open  shelf  system.  The  privilege  of 
drawing  books  is  not  extended  beyond  the  city  limits,  but  members  of 
clubs,  and  others  from  the  surrounding  neighborhoods  often  make  use  of 
tbe  hooka  for  reference  work  at  the  library. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  large  purchase  of  new  books  will  be  made  in  the  near 
future  and  that,  with  its  new  building,  and  improved  facilities  the  library 
may  greatly  increase  its  usefulness  and  give  better  service  to  the  public 
than  ever  before. 

S.vRAH  N.  Williams, 
C"3ii-  lAbrarian. 
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FLINT  PUBLIC  LIBBABY. 

We  expect  to  open  our  library  next  spring.  We  have  never  allowed  per- 
BODB  outBJde  the  city  limits  to  draw  books.  The  library  committee  and  the 
remainder  of  the  scbool  board,  as  far  as  I  know,  are  opposed  to  open 
shelves  ( librariaD  in  favor  of  them ) ,  The  present  library  building  and  lot 
were  exchanged  for  our  new  lot  without  any  difference  in  price.  Size  of 
our  new  lot  is  82V2Xl32i^  feet.  Building  is  70  feet  each  way.  There  will 
be  six  rooms  for  library  work.  Size  of  reference  room  25x^5  feet.  Chil- 
dren'B  room  a  little  smaller.    Some  changes  may  be  made  in  the  plans. 

Lena  E.  Caikwbll, 
Librarian. 

HOWBLL  CARNEGIE  LIBBARV. 

The  initiative  steps  for  the  Carnegie  library  were  taken  by  the 
Howell  Woman's  Club.  I^etters  were  written  and  petitions  sent, 
and  after  a  time  Mr.  Carnegie  donated  f  10,000  with  the  usual  conditions. 
The  terms  were  accepted  and  the  site  donated  by  McPherson  Brothers., 
A  library  commission  was  duly  selected,  the  contract  let  and  the  build- 
ing begun.  It  was  to  have  been  flniBhed  the  first  of  January,  1904,  but  it 
is  not  flniBhed  yet. 

The  style  and  architecture  is  rather  of  the  Corinthian  order,  four  Cor- 
inthian columns  support  the  front  entrance.  The  building  and  the  park 
which  surrounds  it  will  be  a  great  ornament  to  the  village,  as  it  is  situ- 
ated on  the  main  street  and  only  a  little  over  a  block  from  the  business 
portion- of  the  town. 

The  ladies'  library  will  turn  over  their  books  as  soon  as  the  building 
is  finished. 

A.  Tt.  Barnes. 

HUDSON. 

We  have  purchased  our  lot  for  library  building  at  a  cost  of  |2,000.00. 
It  is  seven  rods  front  by  nine  and  one-half  deep.  At  the  present  time  we 
are  getting  the  plans  for  our  building  for  which  we  have  flO,000.00  to 
expend, 

BvRON  J.  Foster, 
Secretary  Library  Board. 

IONIA — HALL-FOWLEB  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY. 

The  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  Library  Of  Ionia  was  opened  to  the  public 
on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  of  October.  1903.  The  building  was  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  Marion  Hall  Fowler.  The  house  was  built  by  Mrs. 
Fowler's  father,  Mr.  Fred  Hall,  at  the  close  of  the  civil  war.  It  is  built  of 
Ionia  sandstone  and  is  in  a  state  of  excellent  preservation.  The  acre  and 
a  half  of  ground  surrounding  the  building  will  be  used  for  a  park.  The 
whole  property  is  worth  about  twenty-flve  thousand  dollarB.  The  lot, 
14x16,  is  worth  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Size  of  building — Main  part,  45xoS  feet;  wing  being  used  as  home  of 
janitor,  24x32  feet. 

Reference  room — 14x15  feet. 

Children's  room — 15x19  feet.  dih-  d     LiOOQlC 

Number  of  rooms — S.  "  '    "'  o 
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Kon-resideata  may  draw  books  from  the  library  at  a  cost  of  five  cents 
per  book  per  week  (payable  io  advance)  subject  to  the  same  rules,  regula- 
tions and  fines  as  govern  residents. 

Nina  Kate  Preston, 
Librarian. 
IRON  Mountain — carneoib  public  librari. 

The  present  library  was  a  gift  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  In  February, 
1900,  he  gave  the  board  of  education  of  the  city  f  17,500  for  the  erection  of 
a  library  building.  The  stipulation  was  that  one-tenth  of  this  amount 
should  be  raised  annually  for  the  support  of  the  library,  that  the  board 
should  furnish  the  site,  and  that  the  library  should  be  open  to  the  public. 
These  conditions  were  complied  with,  the  plans  drawn  and  the  contract 
let  the  summer  of  1901,  and  the  building  completed  and  first  occupied 
April  15,  1902. 

The  library  building  is  located  on  East  Ludington  street,  one  block 
from  the  main  street.  It  is  one-half  block  from  the  postofflce  and  city 
hall  and  two  blocks  from  the  high  school.  Geographically  it  is  very  near 
the  center  of  the  town.  These  considerations  induced  the  board  of  edu- 
cation to  locate  It  here  although  the  lot  is  not  as  wide  as  was  desired. 
The  lot,  a  corner  one,  has  70  feet  frontage  to  the  south  and  a  depth  of  120 
feet.    It  cost  J2,500. 

The  ^ape  of  the  lot  determined  in  a  general  way  the  plan  of  the  build- 
ing. The  first  prize  design  for  small  libraries  appearing  in  March,  1898 
in  the  Brochure  series  of  Architectural  Illustrations  was  adopted  with 
some  modifications.  On  account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  lot  one  .wing 
was  omitted. 

The  building  is  one  story  high  with  a  high  basement.  The  distributing 
room,  18  feet  by  18  feet,  is  just  back  of  the  entry,  12  by  7  feet.  To  the  left 
of  the  distributing  room  is  the  reading  and  reference  room, 
28  feet  by  24  feet.  The  checking  desk  extends  across  the 
back  end  of  the  distributing  room  and  extends  into  the  corner 
of  the  reading  and  reference  room.  This  gives  the  librarian  com- 
mand of  the  latter  room.  The  other  end  of  the  checking  desk  is  made  into 
a  librarian's  work  desk.  Between  the  librarian's  desk  and  the  checking 
desk  is  an  entry  to  the  stacks.  The  stack  room,  30  feet  by  18  feet,  is  im- 
mediately back  of  the  checking  desk.  This  room  is  only  S  feet  high  so  that 
alt  volumes  can  be  reached.  Immediately  above  is  another  stack  room, 
with  two  little  study  rooms  cut  off  the  farther  end.  The  two  rooms  will 
hold  25,000  volumes.  Back  of  the  reading  room  and  0[>"iing  off  the  stack 
room  are  two  rooms  one  for  the  board  of  education  (the  library  board). 
14  feet  by  16  feet,  and  one  for  the  superintendent  of  schools,  16  feet  by  16 
feet.    Entrance  to  these  rooms  is  also  to  be  had  from  the  street. 

Entrance  to  the  basement  is  from  the  front.  At  the  front 
of  the  stairs  is  a  large  corridor.  To  the  left  under  the  reference  room  is 
the  children's  reading  room,  18  feet  by  24  feet  and  a  newspaper  room,  24 
feet  by  12  feet.  Back  of  the  corridor  is  the  supply  room  and  printing 
room  (the  school  does  its  own  printing,  including  library  bulletins) .  Back 
of  the  newspaper  room  is  the  heating  plant  and  coal  room.  A  toilet  ifl 
located  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  to  the  checking  room,  and  another  just 
below  this  off  the  basement  corridor. 

The  building,  planned  somewhat  after  the  Grecian  style  of  architecture, 
is  built  of  Bedford  stone,  and  carefully  finished.    On  the  main  floor  the 
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furniehingB  are  entirely  of  natural  oak.  The  entryway.  the  reference,  and 
the  dietrihuting  rooms  have  been  made  eepecially  attractive  by  neat  de- 
sigDB  in  stucco  work  on  the  ceilings.  The  entry  is  tinted  in  a  dark  olive 
shade,  the  distributing  room  a  Pompeiian  red  and  the  reference  room  a 
light  olive  green  with  gilded  ceiling.  The  building  is  heated  with  hot 
water  and  lighted  by  electricity. 

The  control  of  the  library  is  in  the  board  of  education.  The  superin- 
tendent of  Bchoole  bas  general  oversight  of  the  library,  while  the  real 
executive  and  vital  force  is  the  librarian.  The  board  makes  the  appropria- 
tion part  of  the  school  budget.  The  first  year  f3,500  was  raised  for  main- 
tenance and  books,  while  the  present  year  $2,760  was  appropriated. 
County  and  city  penal  flues  increase  this  amount  about  $300  each  year. 

The  library  contains  about  5,300  volumes,  all  catalogued  by  the  Dewey 
system.  Printed  and  card  catalt^ues  are  both  maintained.  The  shelves 
are  open  to  the  public.  Checking  out  books  is  limited  to  those  living  in 
the  city.  The  circulation  last  year  exceeded  20,000  volumes.  About  forty 
magazines  are  taken,  and  bound  volumes  kept  on  file.  Eight  daily  and 
weekly  newspapers  are  taken,' and  files  kept  of  Chicago,  Detroit  and  local 
papers. 

Miss  Margaret  McVety  has  been  librarian  since  December  1,  1001. 

16HPEMING CARNEGIB  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

(Plans  prepared  by  John  D.  Chubb,  Architect,  Chicago,  Illinois.) 

The  building  site,  78x90  feet,  is  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Barnum  streets,  with  streets  on  north  and  east  side  of  site. 
The  site,  which  was  purchased  by  tbe  city  of  Ishpeming  cost  $4,331.25. 

The  size  of  the  building  is  77x77  feet  which  necessitated  the  placing  of 
same  as  nearly  on  the  street  lines  as  possible;  therefore,  to  give  the 
building  the  appearance  of  receding  from  tbe  street,  the  main  front  en- 
trance is  placed  about  18  feet  back  from  street  walks,  being  recessed  by 
means  of  an  open  portico,  the  outer  half  being  in  the  form  of  a  prostyle, 
the  inner  half  receding  into  the  building. 

The  main  entrance  opens  into  a  spacious  vestibule  with  Terrazzo  marble 
floor  from  which  a  broad  staircase  leads  down  to  basement  portion  of 
library.  Tbe  large  glass  panel  doors  in  vestibule  will  permit  of  attendant 
having  full  view  of  everybody  entering  front  doors. 

The  basement  contains  newspaper  and  periodical  reading  rooms,  game 
rooms  and  toilets,  besides  an  assembly  room  seating  250,  and  all  neces- 
sary store  rooms,  work  rooms,  boiler  and  fuel  rooms  and  janitor's  quar- 
ters. The  boiler,  fuel,  storage  and  janitor's  rooms  are  arranged  along 
north  side  of  basement,  which  has  the  least  light.  The  newspaper  reading 
room,  18x34  feet,  and  game  room,  14x17  feet,  being  on  the  east  side, 
thereby  receive  tbe  advantage  of  light  derived  from  Main  street  grade. 

A  rolling  partition  between  assembly  room  and  newspaper  room  per- 
mits of  enlargement  of  iissembty  room  upon  special  occasions,  and  by  the 
use  of  sliding  doors  between  newspaper  and  game  rooms,  the  game  room 
can  still  be  used  in  connection  with  the  library  proper. 

Cupboards  in  game  room  permit  of  filing  away  old  newspapers  and  keep- 
ing games.  The  men's  toilets  are  located  in  basement  under  main  vestibule. 

The  workroom  is  arranged  on  west  side  of  building  so  as  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  grade  for  light,  with  lift  for  books;  also  staircase  leading  up  to 
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main  stack  room  and  cupboards  for  stamping  outflts,  etc.,  togetlier  with  a 
small  Inncheon  room  for  employees.    Also  a  private  toilet  room. 

The  assembly  room  ie  arrac^d  under  stack  room. 

The  main  library  floor  is  arranged  with  the  idea  of  affording  the  best 
means  of  light  and  convenience  to  every  portion,  passing  from  the  main 
vestibule  into  a  spacious  octagonal  delivery  room  18  feet  wide,  the  two 
principal  reading  rooms  upon  either  side,  with  the  delivery  coqnter  and 
stack  room  back  of  same,  immediately  facinfr  theentrance. 

The  general  reading  room  ia  26x46  feet;  the  children's  reading  room, 
26x46  feet.  There  is  no  reference  room,  as  doors  from  general  reading 
room  to  stack  room  permits  of  adnlts  using  portions  of  stack  room  for 
said  purpose. 

The  delivery  room  has  spaces  arranged  for  card  catalogue  tables.  The 
delivery  counter  is  large  and  extends  along  children's  reading  room,  so 
that  they  can  talk  to  attendant  from  reading  room.  The  counter  is  located 
so  that  attendant  has  full  view  of  all  reading  rooms  and  stack  rooms 
from  counter.  The  ceiling  of  delivery  room  has  large  art  glass,  circular 
sash  with  sky-light  over. 

The  libraridn's  oflSce  is  so  arranged  as  to  have  complete  control  over 
children's  portion  of  library.  The-  ofQce  contains  fireproof  vault,  cup- 
boards, etc.,  and  is  within  easy  accessof  delivery  counter  and  stair  leading 
down  to  work  room;  also  faas  book  lift  placed  convenient  to  counter  and 
librarian's  office. 

Turnstiles  can  be  placed  on  left  side  of  counter  to  permit  of  future  ac- 
cess for  adults  to  stack  room,  as  stack  room  at  present  will  not  be  open 
to  the  public. 

The  stack  room  is  arranged  on  a  one-quarter  circle  plan.  It  further  pro- 
vides for  a  rear  yard  to  premises  that  would  not  be  possible  on  a  square 
stack  room,  and  allows  for  finishing  of  exterior  of  stack  room  with  ordi- 
nary cheaper  material,  without  its  being  visible  from  either  street. 

A  dusting  chute  is  provided  in  stack  room  leading  down  to  basement  for 
dusting  books.  The  stack  room  is  strictly  fireproof  and  arranged  for  two 
tiers  of  stacks  to  accommodate  30,000  volumes. 

The  method  of  construction  and  quality  of  finish  are  the  beat  possible 
kind.  The  entire  basement  to  top  of  water  table  is  of  brown,  rock-faced 
sandstone;  above  the  water  table  the  building  is  faced  with  gray  Norman 
pressed  brick  and  red  sandstone  trimminga. 

The  building  finished  complete  will  not  exceed  Mr.  Carnegie's  appropria- 
tion, viz.,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  entire  first  floor  is  concrete 
fireproof  construction  and  tile  partitions  at  ends  of  reading  rooms,  using 
birch  finish  stained  mahogany  throughout  reading  rooms  and  delivery 
room  and  main  entrance.  Oak  borders  and  cork  matting  on  floors.  Bal- 
ance of  trim  is  pine,  oil  finished.  First-class  open  nickel  plated  plumbing ; 
combination  gas  and  electric  light;  steam  heat;  hard  plaster  and  metal 
lath.    The  roof  is  a  Sat  tar  and  gravel  roof. 

*  LANSING  PDBLIC  SCHOOL  LIDRARIf. 

In  1861  an  amendment  was  made  to  the  original  charter  of  the  city  of 
Lansing,  creating  a  board  of  education  with  power  to  establish  a  school 
library  and  appoint  an  unsalaried  librarian.  Until  1883,  the  tax  for  its 
support  was  not  over  $100  per  year,  LiOOQlC 

In  1882  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  of  the  city  donated  their  beblu 
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and  Bold  their  fornitare  to  the  school  library.  This  swelled  the  Dumber  of 
volumes  to  about  3,000. 

SooD  after  this  the  young  men's  society  gave  its  fund  of  nearly  $1,600,  on 
condition  that  the  public  raise  an  equal  amount  in  five  annual  payments. 
At  this  time  the  library  was  kept  open  but  three  afternoons  per  week.  It ' 
remained  in  one  or  two  rooms  of  the  high  school  building  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1897. 

At  this  time  the  increasing  use  of  the  library  made  its  removal  to  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  first  floor  of  the  city  hall  seem  advisable.  The 
rapid  growth  in  the  library  patronage  soon  made  larger  quarters  im- 
perative. 

During  the  year  1899-1900,  the  use  of  the  three  southwest  corner  rooms 
on  the  same  floor  of  the  city  hall  were  granted  the  library  by  the  city.  At 
this  time  an  assistant  was  hired  and  the  library  kept  open  all  dav. 

The  usefulness  of  the  library  with  its  growing  needs  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  some  of  our  citizens  to  the  idea  of  a  Carnegie  library  building. 

On  the  ninth  of  January,  1902,  Mr.  Carnegie  wrote  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  furnish  |35,000  for  a  building  on  his  usual  terms.  After  much 
agitation  by  interested  friends  and  much  discussion  in  the  council,  the 
Carnegie  library  proposition  was  subftjitted  on  February  22nd  to  the  vote 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  and  carried  nearly  four  to  one. 

The  question  of  the  site  was  discussed  in  the  council  for  some  time, 
until  it  was  finally  discovered  that  according  to  the  city  charter,  the  board 
of  education  alone  had  jurisdiction  over  the  library. 

On  January  12th,1903,  President  O'Connor  appointed  a  Carnegie  library 
building  committee  of  three  members  from  the  board  of  education,  under 
whose  direction  architects  were  chosen,  plans  selected,  the  building  com- 
menced, and  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1903,  the  corner  stone  was  laid 
with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  new  Carnegie  library  building.  100x74  feet,  is  being  erected  on  the 
south  side  of  the  high  school  grounds,  surrounded  by  a  lot  150  feet  east 
and  west  by  100  feet  north  and  south.  It  is  to  be  of  red  pressed  brick 
with  trimmings  of  Amherst  grey  stone.  Mr.  E,  A.  Bowd  of  this  city,  in 
consultation  with  Mr.  Harvey  of  Port  Huron,  is  the  architect. 

There  are  to  be  two  stories  besides  the  basement,  containing  various 
work  rooms,  boiler  rooms,  a  class  room,  public  toilet  rooms  and  space  for 
a  stock  of  20,000  volumes  capacity.  The  main  entrance  is  reached  by  a 
flight  of  stone  steps  28  feet  wide.  The  vestibule  opens  into  the  main  hall, 
17x29  feet.  This  leads  directly  into  a  delivery  room  20x30  feet.  At  the 
left  of  the  delivery  room,  is  the  general  reading  room,  30x32  feet,  and  back 
of  this  a  reference  room,  16x21  feet.  At  the  rear  of  the  delivery  room  Is 
the  stack,  IS  feet  high.  At  the  right  hand  rear  end  of  the  library  are  the 
librarian's  and  cataloging  rooms  and  in  front  of  these  opposite  the  general 
readjng  room  is  the  children's  room,  30x32  feet.  The  ceilings  are  12  feet 
high.  There  is  an  entrance  on  the  east  side,  for  the  benefit  of  the  high 
school  pupils.  A  staircase  at  the  front  of  the  building  leads  to  tlje  second 
story  which  contains  on  the  left  side  an  auditorium  with  a  capacity  of 
seating  160  people,  a  corridor  with  space  for  art  exhibits,  on  the  left  side 
a  club  room,  with  study,  cloak  and  toilet  rooms  adjoining. 

The  building  is  to  be  finished  in  red  oak.    It  is  expected  that  it  will  be 
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completed  before  tbe  end  of  the  present  vear,  although  the  severity  of  the 
present  season  has  caused  great  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Gertbudb  Humphbbt, 
Librarian. 

MARQUETTE — THE   PETER  WHITE  PUBLIC   LIBKAHY. 

The  first  effort  to  establish  a  free  public  library  in  tbe  city  of  Marquette 
was  made  in  1872,  by  the  Hon.  Peter  White  who  donated  ten  thousand 
dollars,  five  thousand  of  which  was  nsed  upon  the  park  cemetery  and  the 
remainder  in  founding  the  Peter  White  library. 

In  1879  the  First  National  Bank  deeded  (as  purchased  by  Peter  White) 
to  the  city,  the  building  now  known  as  the  old  city  hall.  The  second  floor 
was  fitted  np  for  the  use  of  the  library  and  the  few  remaining  volnmes  of 
the  district  school  library  were  kept  on  one  side  of  the  room  and  the 
organized  Peter  White  library  on  the  other.  The  city  recorder  acted  as 
librarian,  and  with  the  occasional  aid  of  an  assistant,  attended  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  on  Saturday  afternoons. 

These  accommodations  sufficed  for  a  time  but  as  the  city  grew  it  was 
apparent  that  the  room  over  the  recorder's  ofSce  was  neithed  a  suitable 
nor  convenient  place  for  the  library,  and  that  to  be  of  value  to  the  city  the 
library  should  be  kept  open  every  week  day.  When  the  First  National 
Bank  was  rebuilt,  Mr.  White  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  building  for  the 
library,  furnishing  and  decorating  a  room  at  a  personal  expense  of  |1,800, 
offered  the  use  of  it  free  of  rent  if  the  city  would  pay  for  the  services  of 
a  librarian,  and  keep  the  library  open  six  days  in  the  week.  This  the 
council  acceded  to  and  both  libraries  were  removed  in  1886. 

The  district  school  library  under  the  control  of  Dr.  Geo.  J.  Northrop 
as  school  inspector,  .was  increased  to  3.000  volumes.  The  Peter  White 
library  contained  an  equal  number  of  the  very  best  books  in  literature 
and  art,  includintc  many  valuable  works  of  reference.  The  patronage  kept 
increasing  and  an  extra  room  was  thrown  open  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public  and  used  as  a  delivery  room. 

In  1891  the  entire  Peter  White  library  was  donated  to  the  city  by  its 
owner  and  both  libraries  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature  under  its 
present  name,  The  Peter  White  Public  Library.  The  properties  of  both 
libraries,  the  district  school  library  amounting  to  13,833,  and  the  original 
Peter  White  Library  amounting  to  $7,742  were  transferred  by  their  re- 
spective holders  to  the  new  board. 

When  in  1892  it  became  necessary  to  seek  larger  quarters,  Mr.  White 
donated  the  Thurber  block  property,  a  building  which  had  cost  him  f35,- 
000.    It  has  been  the  home  of  the  librarj'  for  the  past  twelve  years. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Peter  White  Public  Library  in  1891,  there 
have  been  issued  4,400  library  cards.  The  library  has  now  14,000  volumes 
and  4.200  pamphlets.    Its  home  circulation  last  year  was  20,198  volumes. 

Under  existing  rules  the  public  is  not  admitted  to  the  book  room,  but  a 
change  to  "open  shelves"  will  be  inaugurated  in  the  new  building.  The 
Dewey  system  of  classification  was  adopted  in  1891,  and  has  proved  very 
satisfactory.  A  dictionary  card  catalogue  was  commenced  which  has 
since  been  kept  up  to  date,  and  now  contains  50,000  entries.  A  type- 
written finding  list  has  also  been  prepared  for  the  convenience  of  patrons. 
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The  library  is  free  for  all  perBons  ovep  ten  years  of  age  residiDg  within 
the  city.  It  is  governed  by  a  board  of  five  trustees,  appointed  by  the 
mayor.  The  city  treasurer  is  the  treasurer  of  the  library  fund,  which  is 
secured  by  a  one  mill  tax  on  all  taxable  property  of  the  city. 

Many  valuable  contributions  have  been  received  in  the  way  of  books, 
pictures,  portraits,  flies  of  magazines,  photos  of  Marquette  as  it  was  in 
earlier  days,  etc. 

A  life  size  marble  bust  of  the  Hon,  Peter  White  was  presented  to  the 
library  May  24,  1898,  as  a  gift  from  the' citizens  of  Marcjuette,  in  testi- 
mony of  their  appreciation  of  the  many  things  Mr.  White  has  done  to 
make  Marquette  the  "Queen  City  of  the  Upper  Peninsula." 

]rfr.  Homer  Kidder  gave  the  library  its  second  piece  of  sculpture — a 
bust  of  Marquette's  famous  Indian,  chief  Ko-baw-gam. 

May  18.  1899,  was  Marquette's  fiftieth  birthday.  For  some  reason  no 
steps  were  taken  to  celebrate  its  semi-centennial.  Mr.  \\'hite  concluded  to 
celebrate  in  his  own  way  and  marked  the  event  by  donating  a  check  for 
five  thousand  dollars,  towards  improving  the  library  building.  On  August 
3rd  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Longyear  tendered  to  the 
library  board  a  deed  of  a  handsome  lot  located  at  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Bidge  streets  an  the  summit  of  Ftont  street  hill.  A  very  valubale  prop- 
erty and  ideally  located  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building. 

Mrs.  Peter  White  supplemented  this  gift  on  the  same  day  by  a  check  for 
five  thousand  dollars  towards  a  new  edifice. 

"The  following  March,  Mrs.  Longyear  increased  her  original  gift  for  a 
site  by  two  other  lots,  giving  the  library  trustees  a  plat  150x190  feet. 
The  gift  came  unsolicited  and  was  a  great  and  welcome  surprise. 

The  State  Tjegislature  was  asked  for  a  measure  giving  the  trustees  of 
the  library  power  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  present  library  building  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of'a  new  building,  and 
so  the  good  work  went  on. 

On  June  2,  1902,  Hon.  Nathan  M.  Kaufman  donated  the  sum  of  $5,000. 
This  was  followed  within  a  week  by  another  donation  from  Hon.  Peter 
White  of  f  5,000. 

The  trustees  have  given  the  project  of  erecting  a  handsome  building 
no  little  consideration,  Messrs.  Patton  and  Miller  of  Chicago,  were  chosen 
to  plan  the  new  library,  which  is  being  erected  on  the  site  donated,  and 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  this  summer. 

The  Peter  White  Public  Library  is  a  Bedford  stone  building,  two 
stories  and  basement  in  height,  100  feet  long  by  60  feet  in  depth.  The 
total  cost  including  furnishings  will  be  approximately  |45,000. 

On  the  main  floor  is  located  the  library  proper.  In  the  center  of  the 
front  is  the  main  entrance.  Passing  through  a  marble  vestibule,  you  enter 
a  delivery  room,  28  feet  by  15  feet  9  inches.  To  the  right  is  the  children's 
reading  room,  33  feet  4  inches  by  25  feet  6  inches.  To  the  left  of  the  de- 
livery room  is  the  general  reading  room  of  the  same  size.  At  each  side 
of  the  vestibule,  leading  from  the  delivery  room,  are  two  stairways,  going 
to  the  second  floor  and  basement.  Beyond  the  delivery  room,  lies  the 
stack  room,  50  feet  8  inches  by  26  feet.  The  stacks  are  arranged  in  radi- 
ating form,  with  provision  for  from  18,000  to  20,000  volumes  on  each 
level.  The  stack  room  ceiling  is  arranged  so  that  another  tier  of  stacks 
may  be  put  in  at  some  future  time.  To  the  right  of  the  stack  room  and 
opening  off  of  same  and  also  children's  reading  room,  is  the  librarian's 
and  cataloguing  room,  15  feet  8  inches  by  12  feet  6  inches.    To  the  left 
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of  Stack  room  and  opening  off  of  samCj  and  also  off  of  general  reading 
room  is  a  reference  room,  21  feet  10  inches  by  12  feet  6  inches. 

On  the  second  floor  is  an  art  room,  28  feet  by  16  feet  7  inches,  a  lecture 
room,  3S  feet  i  inches  by  25  feet  6  inches,  a  museum,  same  size,  study, 
21  feet  10  inches  by  12  feet  6  inches,  and  trustees'  room,  15  feet  8  inches 
by  12  feet  6  inches. 

In  the  basement  are  the  toilet  rooms,  boiler  and  fuel  room,  janitor's, 
newspaper  reading  room,  workroom  and  staff  room,  and  a  large  room, 
directly  under  the  stack  room  and  of  the  same  size,  for  the  storage  of 
soch  books  as  are  not  frequently  consulted. 

MBNOUINBB — SPIES   PUBLIC    UBEABY. 

Size  of  lot,  100x200  feet. 

Price  Of  lot,  (4,000. 

DimensioDS  of  building,  72x74  feet. 

Basement — Lecture  room,  28x60  feet 

Stack  room,  23x32  feet. 

Class  room,  23x32  feet. 

First  floor—General  reading  room,  32x27  feet. 

Alcove,  13x20  feet 

Beterence  room,  13x20  feet 

Children's  reading  room,  23x32  feet. 

Delivery  room,  23x25  feet 

Stack  room,  23x32  feet. 

Catalogue  room,  12x13  feet. 

Librarian's  room,  12x13  feet. 

Trustee's  room,  12x13  feet. 

Library  privileges  do  not  extend  outside  city. 

IJbrary  shelves  open  to  public. 

MT.    CLBHBNS   PUBLIC   UBRABX. 

The  public  library  of  Mt.  Clemens  is  still  a  school  district  library,  and 
up  to  the  year  1902  was  without  a  library  organization  and  was  governed 
by  members  of  the  school  board  as  were  the  schools.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
1902,  a  special  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  city  of  Mt.  Clemens  creating 
a  library  commission  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  disbursing  the 
library  funds,  of  whom  Mr.  George  A.  Skinner  is  president,  Mr.  8.  B. 
BuBsell,  secretary,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Ullrich,  treasurer.  The  two  other  mem- 
bers are  Mr.  Paul  Ullrich  and  Mr.  L.  T.  Cady.  This  library  has  already 
leased  for  fifty  years  its  library  building  and  all  property  connected 
therewith  and  management  thereof  to  school  district  No.  1,  of  the  town- 
ship of  Macomb,  which  includes  the  City  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

The  city  paid  {5,500  for  a  site,  which  is  beautifully  situated  just  oppo- 
site tbe  high  school.  It  is  really  ideally  situated  for  a  library.  Inasmuch 
as  the  building  receives  light  from  three  streets.  Tbe  lot  is  80  feet  by 
150  feet.  The  shelves  will  be  open  to  the  public.  There  are  seven  rooms: 
General  reading  room,  reference  room,  childrens  room,  stack  room,  lobby, 
librarian's  room  and  cloak  room.  The  basement  is  to  be  fitted  up  for 
public  documents,  and  for  a  shop  for  mending  books. 

Maboabet  C.  Uplbobb, 
Liltrarian. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 


PAINKSDALB — PAINK   MBMOBIAL  LIBRARX. 

The  Sarah  Sargent  Paioe  Memorial  Library  building,  erected  in  Painee- 
dale,  the  "location"  of  the  Champion  copper  mine,  by  William  A  Paine, 
of  BoBton,  to  the  memory  of  his  mother,  was  dedicated  on  the  14th  of 
November,  1903. 

The  bnilding,  which  was  designed  by  A,  C.  Schweiler  of  Milwaukee,  is 
of  red  Lake  Superior  sandstone,  and  is  85  feet  in  length,  with  a  maximum 
width  of  62  feet.  It  occupies  a  very  central  position,  opposite  the  school 
house  on  company  land  that  was  cleared  of  the  virgin  forest  to  receive  it. 
No  distinct  limits  has  yet  been  given  to  the  lot,  but  it  will  be  large  and 
embrace  a  grove  of  giant  hemlocks,  which  will  serve  as  a  park  and  play 
ground  in  summer.  The  site  commands  a  distant  and  very  beautiful 
view  of  Keweenaw  Bay, 

On  the  first  door  of  the  library  building  are  the  main  hall,  25x26  feet, 
the  delivery  room,  26x16  feet,  and  the  stack  room,  26x18  fleet.  The  read- 
ing room  to  the  right  of  the  main  entrance,  37  feet  6  inches  by  28  feet 
i  inches,  and  to  the  left  the  juvenile  room,  26x26  feet,  and  the  smiling 
room,  26x18  feet.  The  second  story  is  given  up  to  an  auditorium,  67x37 
feet,  a  stage  and  two  dressing  rooms,  while  in  the  basement  are  public 
baths,  a  supper  room  and  other  unfinished  rooms. 

The  interior  finish  of  the  library  is  dark  oak,  the  ceilings  are  beamed. 
The  whole  building  in  design  and  furnishings  is  satisfying  to  the  most 
exacting  and  is  sure  to  imbue  the  community  with  ideas  of  refinement 
and  taste. 

On  the  southwest  wall  of  the  reading  room,  opposite  the  entrance  to  it, 
hangs  a  life  sized  portrait  of  the  good  woman,  to  whose  cherished  memory 
the  building  was  erected.  Hers  is  a  face  so  full  of  character,  of  alert 
intelligence  and  kindliness  that  it  seems  to  shed  a  personal  and  very 
living  infiuence  upon  the  building  and  upon  all  who  come  there. 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  building  the  number  of  books  con- 
stituting the  library  was  457.  These  represented  private  donations. 
Since  November  other  gifts  of  books  have  been  added,  making  the  total 
number  to  date  752.  The  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  every  day  except 
Sunday,  from  3  to  6,  and  7  to  S.  Each  borrower  is  entitled  to  two  cards, 
for  fiction  and  non-fiction  (we  expect  soon  to  add  a  periodical  card). 
Our  charging  system  was  borrowed  from  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  library. 
Residents  of  Painesdale,  Trimountain  and  Baltic  (three  contiguous  loca- 
tions) including  children  in  the  fourth  grade  or  above,  are  entitled  to  the 
full  privileges  of  the  library,  it  being  Mr.  Paine's  wish  that  all  employees 
or  residents  at  the  mines  that  constitute  the  Copper  Range  Cousolidated 
Co.,  of  which  he  is  president,  should  share  equally  the  advantages  of  the 
library. 

The  library  is  maintained  by  an  appropriation  from  the  Champion 
Copper  Company,  and  by  the  rentals  from  the  auditorium  in  the  building. 
As  the  appropriation  is  necessarily  small,  the  mine  not  being  as  yet  on 
a  dividend  paying  basis,  the  money  for  new  books  has  to  be  raised  by  en- 
tertainments. This  will  make  our  growth  seem  slow,  but  we  trust,  none 
the  less  sure. 

Our  reading  room  is  supplied  with  four  daily  newspapers,  one  of  which 
is  Finqish,  six  weeklies  and  seventeen  monthlies.    Our  juvenilefropm  oon^ 
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tains  the  children's  magazines  and  papers  and  picture  books  for  the  very 
little  folks. 

Our  staff  consists  of  one  librarian  (not  trained)  and  one  janitor.  The 
administratioQ  is  in  the  hands  of  a  local  board  of  managers,  whose  actions 
are  subject  to  the  approval  of'  the  board  of  trustees  appointed  by  Mr. 
Paine,  and  includes  besides  himself,  L.  L.  Hubbard,  general  manager  of 
the  Champion  Copper  Co.,  and  F.  W.  Denton,  general  manager  of  the 
Trimountain-Baltic  mines. 

We  want  to  enlarge  our  sphere  of  usefulness,  especially  in  ways  that 
can  be  done  by  voluntary  effort,  and  we  shall  be  glad  of  help  and  sug- 
gestions from  those  who  have  trodden  the  same  path  before  us. 

Charlotte  Hubbabo  Goodell, 
Chairman  Board  of  Managers. 

PORT   HURON    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

The  Port  Huron  public  library  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  old  school  library. 
In  1895  a  board  of  library  commissioners  was  appointed.  The  board  con- 
sisted of  three  member^  at  first  but  was  soon  increased  to  five.  They 
procured  quarters  for  a  library,  an  old  church  building  being  somewhat 
remodelled  for  the  purpose,  and  the  school  library  was  made  into  a  public 
library.  At  the  time  of  the  change  the  library  numbered  a  little  over 
2,000  volumes,  and  it  has  grown  to  over  11,000  at  the  present  time. 

The  need  of  a  new  library  building  was  strongly  felt,  and  a  grant  of 
$40,000  was  obtained  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  An  additional  grant  of 
$5,000  was  obtained  later  to  allow  for  some  improvement  in  the  plans. 
The  library  buildiuK  ie  now  in  process  of  construction,  and  we  expect  to 
move  into  it  next  May.  The  site  was  a  small  park  and  was  donated  by  the 
city.  It  measures  175  by  250  feet.  The  building  is  70  by  105  feet.  There 
are  22  rooms,  the  reference  room  being  22  by  16  feet  and  the  children's 
room  30  by  40  feet. 

Our  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  with  the  exception  of  fiction,  and 
that  restriction  will  be  removed  in  our  new  building.  It  existed  here  only 
on  account  of  our  cramped  quarters.  The  privilege  of  using  books  does 
not  extend  beyond  the  city  limits.  We  have  a  very  good  collection  of 
German  books,  which  h'aa  been  donated  for  the  most  part  by  Mr.  Charles 
Baer,  a  citizen  of  Port  Huron.  We  have  a  good  reference  collection  and  a 
very  good  history  collection.  We  have  a  lai^  number  of  pictures  result- 
ing from  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  course  given  several  years  ago.  As  this 
is  a  depository  library  we  get  all  the  government  publications,  and  we 
also  get  the  State  publications  of  Michigan. 

The  library  is  in  charge  of  a  librarian  aud  one  assistant  and  is  governed 
by  the  board  of  library  commissioners. 

Alta  Btanbbubt, 

lAbrariatt. 

ST.  JOSEPH   public  LIBRABT. 

The  library  is  only  in  the  process  of  construction  and  we  will  be  unable 
to  enter  it  until  next  June, 

It  ie  a  gift  of  Mr.  Carnegie  and  cost  $12^00.  The  lot  cost  $2,350.  The 
building  is  some  BO  feet  square,  the  rear  being  circular.  On  the  main 
floor  there  is  a  delivery  room,  stack  room,  reading  room,  children's  read- 
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ing  room  and  librarian'a  room;  below  there  is  ft  small  anflitnrinm,  direct- 
or's room,  bindery,  and  the  fnel  rooms.  The  hnildinR  is  a  small  one  and 
the  rooms  are  small;  the  delivery  room  will  not  be  much  larger  than  15 
feet  square.  The  children's  room  and  the  reading  room  will  be  about 
the  same  size,  18x27,  with  merely  a  counter  between  them  and  the  delivery 
and  stack  rooms. 

It  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  the  use  of  the  library  will  be  ex- 
tended to  persons  living  beyond  the  city  limits,  but  T  have  no  doubt  that 
these  people  will  have  that  privilege  when  the  time  comes,  The  shelves  of 
the  library  will  be  open  to  the  public.  It  is  proposed  that  the  auditorium 
will  be  used  by  the  librarian  in  lecturing  to  the  children  of  the  public 
schools  hoping  thereby  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  good  literature. 

Lawrsmcb  C.  Ptfh, 
President. 

TECUMSBH  FRBX  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Education  and  literature  have  always  bad  many  admirers  and  sup- 
porters in  Tecumseh.  Its  public  schools  have  ever  had  liberal  support- 
In  1883  public  spirited  ladies  and  gentlemen  organiKed  the  Ladies'  Library 
Association  and  for  twelve  years  under  many  discouragements  main- 
tained the  same,  collecting  nearly  2.000  boohs  and  enfflclent  furniture  to 
comfortably  conduct  a  circulating  library.  In  1895  the  ladies  association 
proposed  to  the  district  that  it  wonld  give  its  books  and  furniture  to  the 
school  district  if  the  latter  would  promise  to  maintain  a  free  public  library 
and  reading  room  in  the  village  as  a  part  of  the  district's  educational 
system.  At  the  annual  school  meeting  of  that  year  the  district  on  those 
terms  assumed  control  of  Tecamseh's  public  library. 

In  1902  the  board  of  education  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie 
of  New  York,  setting  forth  the  fact  of  having  a  library  that  was  well 
patronized  and  asking  him  to  consider  Tecumseh  as  a  city  desiring  his 
ronniflcence  in  the  form  of  a  library  building.  After  some  delay  and  cor- 
respondence he  promised  to  give  f8,000  on  his  usual  terms  in  regard  to 
pledge  for  maintenance.  The  district  at  once  obligated  itself,  and  im- 
mediately began  preparations  by  purchasing  as  desirable  a  Iot*as  could 
be  found  in  the  village.  The  location  of  the  library  building  in  many 
towns  has  provoked  controversy  and  bitterness,  bnt  in  Tecumseh  only 
good  feeling  and  satisfaction  followed  the  selection  of  a  site.  Mr.  Olaire 
Allen  of  Jackson  was  selected  architect  and  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Smith  of 
Tecumseh,  was  made  superintendent  of  construction.  Before  the  designs 
for  the  building  were  completed  it  was  found  that  such  a  building' as  the 
board  desired  could  not  he  erected  for  the  $8,000  that  Mr.  Carnegie  had 
promised,  and  again  the  board  appealed  to  him,  and  again  he  was  willing 
to  help  on  the  same  terms  as  before,  terms  which  the  district  was  bat  too 
glad  to  accept-  so  that  now  flO.OOO  is  available  for  the  construction  of 
the  building.  The  building  is  to  be  of  red  pressed  brick  with  light  stone 
trimmings  and  tile  roof-  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  on  an  ample  comer 
lot  Bii  by  eleven  rods  in  size  in  the  best  residence  district.  To  say  that 
the  people  of  Tecumseh  are  greatly  pleased  is  telling  less  than  the  whole 
truth. 

The  following  figures  may  be  of  interest  and  will  give  a  more  definite 
idea  of  what  the  stmctnre  Is  to  be.  The  main  floor  will  be  divided  into 
six  rooms  as  follows: 
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Stack  room,  16x26  feet. 

DeUvery  room,  12x20  feet 

Librariao's  room,  9x12  feet. 

Reference  room,  12x13  feet. 

Children's  room,  16x20  feet. 

Heading  room,  16x20  feet. 

In  the  basement  there  will  be  five  rooms  of  the  following  dimenBiona: 

Lecture  room,  23x33  feet. 

Parlor,  12x13  feet. 

Hall,  13x17  feet. 

Furnace  room,  15x17  feet. 

Coal  room,  12x12  feet. 

Ontaide  dimensions  of  building,  40x57  feet. 

The  school  dietrict  includes  more  than  six  square  miles,  and  within  its 
boundaries  all  resideots  are  entitled  to  the  free  use  of  the  library  and 
reading  room.  People  living  outside  the  limits  of  the  district  are  per- 
mitted the  use  of  tbe  same  by  the  payment  of  moderate  annual  tax.  Tbe 
shelves  of  the  library  are  not  at  the  present  open  to  the  public,  but  the 
matter  of  "open  shelves"  is  under  advisement.  The  lecture  room  and 
parlor  in  the  basement  are  designed  for  the  use  of  ladies'  clubs  and  other 
meetings  of  a  purely  literary  character.  At  present  the  library  has  4,000 
bound  books  and  tbe  stack  room  is  planned  on  a  basis  of  10,000  volumes. 
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An  Sable,  Michigan,  March  3,  1005. 
To  Hon.  Aakon  T.  Bliss, 

Goverttor  of  Michigan: 
8iB— I  have  the  hooor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Library  CommissioDers  for  the  year  1904, 

Very  respet-t fully, 

Henry  Nelson  Loub, 

President. 
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Two  nieerings  of  the  Board  of  Library  CommiBsioiierB  were  beld  during 
the  year  1904,  February  24th  and  September  2nd. 

Since  the  passage  of  (he  law  providing  for  the  registration  of  libraries 
with  the  State  Board  of  Librifi-y  Commissionere  the  following  named 
libraries  have  availed  themselves  of  that  privilege: 

Alden,  Custer  Twp^  Dist.  No.  6. 

AldenCuster  Twp.,  Dist.  No.  6. 

Armada  Public  Library. 

Au  Sable  Public  Library. 

Bath  Township  Library. 

Bay  Port,  Fairhaven  Twp,,  Dist.  No.  2. 

Belding  Public  Library. 

Belleville  Free  Public  Library. 

Benton  Harbor,  Hagar  Township  Library. 

Berlin,  Tallmadge  Twp.,  Dist.  No.  8. 

Bradyville  Public  Library. 

Coloma  Public  School  Library. 

Coral  Public  School  Library. 

Crosweli  High  School  Library. 

Davis  School  Library. 

Decken-ille  High  School  Library. 

Detroit,  Wayne  County  Teachers'  Library. 

Dundee  High  School  Library. 

Dundee  Township  Library.  , 

Durand  Y,  M.  C.  A.  Library. 

East  Jordan  School  Library. 

East  Tawas  Free  Public  Library. 

Eaton  Rapids,  Winfield  Public  Library. 

Edwardsburg,  .Jefferson  Township  Library. 

Forest  Hill,  Pine  River  Township  Library. 

Fowlenille  Public  School  Tjhrary. 

Frankfort  I'ublic  School  Library. 

Gowen.  Stontcalm  Twp..  Dist.  No.  1. 

Gmnd  Ledge.  Oneida  Center  Library. 

Hancock  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library. 

Harbor  Springs  Y".  M.  V.  A.  Library. 

Hartford  Ladies'  Library  Association. 

Hcrsey  School  Library.  .         GoOqIc 
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Ionia  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  Library. 
Ionia,  Ronald  Twp.,  Dist.  No.  6. 
Lakeview  Public  Library. 
Lawrence  Townsbip  Library. 
Livonia  Township  Library- 
Martin  Twp.,  Dist.  No.  5. 
Mayville  ttigh  School  Library. 
Merrill,  Joneerille  Twp.,  Dist.  No.  4. 
Muir  High  School  Library. 
Mulliken  t^cliool  Library. 
Muui»iDg  Public  Library. 
Naabville  Public  School  Library. 
New  Boston  School  Library. 
New  Huffalo  I'nblic  School  Library. 
North  Star  Library.  * 

Pickford  Public  Library. 
Pierson  SobooJ  Library.  * 

Pigeon,  Wisner  Dist.  No,  4. 
Potterville  Free  Public  Library. 
Reese  Rchool  Library. 
Riley  Township  Library. 
St.  Joseph,  Hollywood  Library. 
Shelbyville,  Martin  Township  Library. 
Speaker  Township  Library. 
Star  City  School  Library. 
Sterling.  Ledyard  Free  Library. 
Stevenson  Public  School  Library. 
Tawas  City  Library. 
Teruinseh  School  Library. 
Wakefield  Township  School  Library. 
Walker  Township,  Dist.  No.  6. 
M'est  Branch  Township  Library. 

LTiider  the  registration  plan  there  have  been  loaned  by  the  Board  100 
books  to  each  of  the  following  libraries: 

Armada.  Hancock. 

Bath.  Harbor  Springs. 

Belding.  Ionia  Hall-Fowler  Library. 

Benton  Harbor.  I^awrence. 

Berlin.  Martin  Township. 

Brady  ville.  Mayville, 

Coral.  Mulliken. 

Davis.  Nashville. 

Detroit.  New  Boston, 

Dundee.  New  Buffalo. 

Duraiid.  Oneida. 

East  Jordan.  Pirkford. 

East  Tawas.  Shelbyville. 

Edwardaburg.  Star  City. 

Forest  Hill.  Sterling. 

Fowlerville.  Wakefield.  (^i^,^n\t^ 

Frankfort.  Winfleld.  ^'^''""^  ">  '^''-"Jg"^ 
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The  growth  of  library  sentiment  in  this  State,  and  the  increased  deBire 
on  the  part  of  emaller  towns  and  villages  to  establish  libraries  is  exceed- 
ingly gratifying  to  the  Board.  This  sentiment  shows  itself  in  different 
ways,  especially  in  the  Remand  on  the  State  Library  fop  loan  of  books 
and  in  the  many  letters  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  asking 
for  advice  and  aid  in  tbe  establishment  of  new  libraries,  and  for  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  active  support  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  schools  and  state  federations  of  women's  clubs  has 
resulted  in  increased  activity  along  library  lines,  and  still  greater  results 
are  looked  for  in  the  near  future.  Reports  from  the  county  commis- 
sioners, and  also  from  the  library  committee  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Women's  Clnba  will  be  found  in  this  report,  giving  in  detail  the  statistics 
of  fhe  condition  of  free  public  libraries  in  this  State  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible  to  collect  them.  Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  statistics 
Bbowing  tbe  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  library  moneys  apportioned 
to  the  districts  and  townships  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  diversion 
of  these  funds  from  librarj-  to  general  school  purposes  has  worked 
a  great  wrong  to  tbe  school  children  of  the  State,  and  a  careful  exam- 
ination of  these  tables  by  the  count;v  commissioners  and  by  all  interested 
in  the  extension  of  libraries  is  respectfully  requested  by  the  Board. 

NOTES  FROM   THE  STATE. 

The  following  libraries  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Carnegie  since  the  last 
report:  Adrian,  Albion.  Ann  Arbor.  Cadillac.  Dowagiac.  Flint,  Howell, 
Hudson.  Jackson,  Ludin^ou.  Manistee,.  Mt.  Clemens,  Negaunee,  Niles, 
Port  Huron,  Poseyville,  Sault  Ste,  Marie,  Tecumseh,  Three  Rivers, 
Traverse  City. ' 

The  following  cities  have  received  bequests  from  residents  of  Michigan: 

Battle  Creek — Willard  bequest. 

Fenton — A,  J,  Phillips  bequested  office  and  fSOO. 

Grand  Haven — Webster  Bacbellor  bequested  |10,000. 

Kalamazoo  College— Bequest  of  800  books  by  Mr.  Todd. 

Kalamazoo  Labor  Unions  will  establish  a  free  public  library. 

Korthville — Mary  E.  Lapham  library. 

Vassar — Given  by  Mrs.  F.  A,  Bullard. 


Tbe  city  may  lose  the  library  bequest  made  by  A'mos  M.  Daker,  as 
r^evi  Daker  has  begun  suit  to  set  aside  tbe  will  of  his  brother,  Amos  M, 
Daker,  who  left  his  property  to  the  city  to  found  a  public  library.  The 
estate  consists  mainly  of  a  $12,000  farm  in  Dover,  and  the  brother  and 
only  heir  contends  that  Adrian  cannot  hold  property  outside  its  corporate 
limits. 

ALLEGAN. 

The  public  librarj-  has  received  the  following  valuable  gifts ; 

Oliver  &  Co.,   bookcase. 

Baker  &  Co.,  combination  bookcase  with  secretary. 

David  Cornwall,  eight  pictures  of  American  authors,  framed. 

S.  D.   Pond,  clock. 

W.  H.  Biila,  114  volumes  official  history  of  the  War  of  the  B^^^^|(? 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY  C0MMIS3I0NBRS. 


From  small  beginning  the  Alma  College  Library  has  grown  to  promi- 
nence. It  now  haa  20,000  volumeB  to  which  the  pablic  as  well  as  the 
students  h^ve  access. 

The  growth  of  the  library  haa  been  astonishing.  The  first  books  to  be 
contributed,  which  formed  a  nucleus  to  the  library,  were  a  set  of  Ency- 
clopedia Britannica,  given  by  Bev.  D.  M.  Cooper  of  Detroit,  and  880 
volumes  on  religion,  education  and  literature,  given  by  Rev.  James  G. 
Inglis  of  Bay  City.  From  that  time  there  has  been  a  steady  stream  of 
money,  books  and  pamphlets  until  it  has  grown  to  a  magnificent  library, 
ranking  with  those  of  the  older  and  larger  institutions  of  the  State. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  important  libraries  included.  The 
Potlasky  law  library  of  782  volumes,  the  Lucy  Plum-Mitchell  library  of 
history  and  political  economy,  the  Arthur  Hill  library  of  Lincolniana, 
and  the  Sarah  H.  Lancashire  library. 

The  library  has  always  t)een  the  favorite  place  for  public  benefactions. 
It  haa  been  through  the  munificence  of  such  generous  friends  as  A.  W. 
Wright,  who  has  contributed  more  to  the  making  of  the  library  than  any 
other  person,  that  sucli  a  library  has  been  possible.  So  far  this  year 
there  has  been  received  from  A.  M.  Marshall  of  Duluth,  Minnesota,  $50 
for  new  books;  for  binding  periodicals  from  A.  W.  Wright,  |50,  and  for 
current  periodicals  for  the  ensuing  year  from  John  W,  S.  Pierson  of 
Stanton,  $150.  One  of  the  finest  gifts  that  ever  has  been  received  came 
from  Charles  Stinchfield  of  Detroit.  It  is  the  "Boydell  Gallery  of  Shake* 
peare." 

ANN    AHBOR. 

Mr.  Carnegie  has  added  $10,000  to  his  gift  1o  this  city,  thus  making  hi» 
gift  $30,000. 

ARMADA. 

The  public  library  at  Armada  is  a  fair  specimen  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished in  a  small  town.  In  April,  1001.  the  voters  at  town  meeting 
agreed  to  levy  a  quarter  mill  tax  tor  lilirary  purposes,  and  four  months 
later  the  library  was  o(>eued  with  81  liooks  besides  100  volumes  loaned 
by  the  Slate.  In  two  years  the  number  increased  to  336  and  now  reaches 
nearly  1.000,  A  reading  room  is  maintained  where  current  periodicals 
are  filed.    The  library  is  open  two  days  in  a  week. 

BEACON   HI1.L,  HOUGHTON  COUNTY. 

The  people  of  Beacon  Hill  are  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  library  in 
their  own  town,  n  privilesje  accorded  but  few  towns  of  the  size.  One 
of  the  traveling  libraries  loaned  by  the  State  has  arrived  for  the  new 
library.  The  first  set  of  books  consists  of  50  which  will  be  kept  at  the 
library  for  a  time,  and  will  then  be  exchanged  for  another  set. 

The  library  is  in  tlie  Beacon -Hill-Freda  school  house  and  H.  E. 
Ericflon,  the  principal  of  the  school  is  the  librarian.  The  library  will 
he  open  for  the  distribution  of  books  on  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
and  the  benefits  of  the  library  are  6pen  to  all  residents  of  the  three 
locations  of  Edgemere,  Beacon  Hill  and  Freda. 

Although  the  library  starts  as  a  branch  of  the  Michigan   traveling 
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libraries,  it  is  not  the  iateution  of  the  promoters  to  remain  as  a  part 
of  that  organization.  The  Tainesdale  library  has  an  interest  in  it 
and  it  is  the  iutention  to  have  all  the  books  for  the  local  library  pro- 
vided from  Painesdnle  in  time.  In  fact  the  library  here  is  a  branch 
of  the  Paioesdale  Memorial  library  and  will  be  fully  establiehed  as 
such  ns  soon  as  possible. 

BENTON    HARBOR, 

Andrew-  Carnegie,  the  donor  of  the  Benton  Harbor  library  building, 
has  sent  the  library  a  copy  of  Hugo  Grotius'  immortal  work,  "The 
Rights  of  War  and  Peace,  or  the  Jmvt  of  Nature  and  of  Xations."  The 
library  board  passed  a  resolution  thanking  Mr.  Carnegie  for  the  gift. 

\i.  Hoyt  of  Eau  Claite.  owner  of  a  large  and  valuable  collection 
of  Indian  and  other  i-elics,  has  offered  the  same  to  the  Carnegie  library 
of  this  city.  A  committee  consisting  of  Pi-esident  Sonner  and  Dr.  H. 
Y.  Totten.  appointed  by  the  library  bojird.  visited  Eau  Claire  and  ex- 
amined the  collection.  Dr.  Totten  says  it  is  the  finest  private  collec- 
tion in  the  T;nited  States.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  board  to  establish  a 
museum  of  curios,  and  the  gift  of  Mr.  Hoyt  will  be  a  most  excellent 
beginning. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  here  to  secure  a  public  library  a  peti- 
tion to  that  effect  being  circulated  by  Miss.  M.  Baldwin,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Ladies'  Library  association  of  this  village.  The  asso- 
ciation will  donate  a  site  and  some  2,5U0  volumes  in  case  a  new  public 
library  is  built  here.  Andrew  (Carnegie  will  be  asked  to  help  in  the 
work.  The  tax  payers  are  to  see  that  it  is  properly  maintained  after  its 
erection.  i 

FLI.IT. 

The  heirs  of  the  estate  of  Alexander  I>.  McCoU  have  presented  68 
volumes  to  the  i>ublic  library.  These  include  books  of  travel,  history, 
poetry,  theologj-,  biography,  the  People's  Cyclopaedia  in  two  volumes, 
and  a  few  standard  novels.  Among  these  is  a  flue  edition  of  Dickens' 
works. 

GRAND    HAVEN. 

City  Clerk  Glerum  was  notified  by  the  probate  court  of  Chicago  that 
the  will  of  the  late  Webster  Uachellor.  which  has  been  filed  there,  be- 
queaths ?10,yOO  to  Grand  Haven  for  library  purposes. 


A  large  number  of  very  valuable  books,  etc..  have  been  received  as 
gifts  at  the  Ryerson  library,  among  them  being  an  old  and  very  valuable 
map  of  Kent  countv  presented  bv  !<imon  Kaat.    The  map  was  printed  in 

Hon.  .John  Patton.  Pi-esident  of  the  library  commission  has  signified 
his  intention  to  establish  a  traveling  library  for  the  aged.  The  library 
he   established   as   a   memorial   for  his   little   son,   Philip   Sidney,  bas 

D,3nz.,J.vL.OOglC 
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rnrried  brightness  and  cheer  into  the  lives  of  many  children  the  past 
reiir,  aud  the  mit«sion  of  the  library  for  the  aged  will  be  the  same 
for  tho^e  who  have  passed  beyond  the  age  of  activity. 


Among  the  recent  notable  donations  to  the  college  library,  upon 
the  dolieitatiou  of  Trustee  Ambler,  is  that  of  Mr.  William  W.  Cook  of 
New  York  City,  who  pi-eferred  ihat  the  college  authorities  make  se- 
lections best  suited  to  their  needs,  and  verv  gcnerouslv  sent  his  check 
for  *10(). 

HO\YELL. 

The  Andrew  Carnegie  Library  building  in  Howell  has  been  quite  at 
a  standstill  since  its  abandonment  by  the  builder,  A.  G.  Kriehule.  The 
library  comiaission  have  placed  the  condition  of  affairs  before  Mr.  Car- 
negie, and  have  secured  another  donation  from  him,  of  $5,000  to  aid  in 
the  completion  of  the  building. 

KAL.\MAZOO. 

A  library  for  the  labor  unions  of  Kalamazoo  is  to  be  established  by 
the  Trades  and  Labor  Council.  The  library  will  consist  of  books,  mag- 
azines and  pafiers  in  which  questions  of  industrial  organization  and  prog- 
ress, and  matters  pertaining  to  social  and  economic  reform  are  dis- 
cussed. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Hon.  A.  M.  Todd  of  this  city  the 
reference  library  of  Kalamazoo  College  has  received  a  valuable  addi- 
tion of  800  volumes  of  literature,  history  aud  other  books  of  reference. 

LUDIKGl'ON. 

Plans  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  have  been  accepted,  and  the  build- 
iug  will  be  commenced  at  once. 


The  Northern  Normal  School  has  received  through  the  generosity  of 
Messrs.  Peter  White.  N.  M.  Kaufman  and  E.  N.  Breitung  the  Moses 
Coit  Tyler  library  of  4,000  volumes. 


The  construction  work  on  the  public  library  given  by  Mr.  Spies  is 
now  progressing  with  a  rush  and  the  indications  are  that  the  dedica- 
tion will  take  place  in  the  early  spring. 


The  Manual  Training  School  for  the  Blind  at  Saginaw  will  include 
a  circulating  libniry  for  the  use  of  all  blind  i)efBons  in  the  Stated 

The  University  department  of  engineering  has  a  mechanical  library 
in  its  own  building.  i     OOQIC 
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W.  C.  McMillan  hae  contributed  $100  to  tlie  University,  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  tbe  McMillan  Shakespeare  librar;. 

MiLFonn. 

A  meeting  preliminary  to  the  organization  of  a  library  has  been 
held  in  Milford,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  li- 
brary will  be  voted  at  the  spring  election. 


MT.    CLEMENS. 


The  new  Carnegie  library  which  bas  been  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion for  the  past  year  and  a  half  is  now  completed,  and  the  books 
have  been  moved  from  the  old  building.  The  facilities  for  use  of  the 
books  and  the  library  furnishings  are  of  tbe  best. 


October  15,  1904,  the  llackley  library  celebrated  its  14tb  anniver- 
sary, the  library  being  the  gift  of  Mr,  Chas,  H.  Hackley  who  bas  pre- 
sented the  library  with  tlie  following  valuable  books:  The  History  of 
North  America.  20  volumes.  ¥1.50(1:  the  Steven's  Facsimilies  of  Manu- 
script in  European  archives,  $2,500;  Voltaire's  complete  works,  42  vol- 
umes; "Hinkley"  bible,  14  volumes. 

NILES. 

The  Kiles  Public  Library  was  dedicated  Xov.  19,  1904. 

ONTONAGON. 

A  woman's  library  association  has  been  organized  in  this  town  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  as  many  names  as  possible. 

POHT    HURON. 

The  public  librar.v  given  by  Andrew  Carnegie  to  the  city  rf  Port 
Huron,  was  dedicated  Mav  20,  1904. 


The  business  men's  association  of  St,  Johns  has  under  consideration 
a  public  library. 

ST,    JOSKPH. 

The  new  library  given  by  Andrew  Carnegie  was  opened  to  the  public 
on  the  11th  of  November,  1901.  Miss  Fife,  the  librarian,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  library  department  of  the  Illinois  University. 

S.^ULT    STE    MARIE. 

The  Carnegie  library  will  be  fonnaHy  opened  early  in  January. 
Through   the  generosity   of  Judge  Jos.  11.    Steere,   R.   D.   Perry,  Geo. 
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Kemp  and  former  CongreBsmun  Henry  W.  Seymour,  the  library  will 
open  fully  equipped  with   the  most  approved  furniture. 

^  SOUTH    PAHK. 

The  auDouncement  that  a  traveling  library  would  be  establiahed  io 
this  section  has  met  with  general  approval  by  nearly  every  resident. 
E.  E.  Vahey,  who  will  act  as  temporary  librarian,  stated  that  the 
endorsement  of  ^5  taz)>nyera  was  required  before  the  library  could 
be  established.  Mr.  Vahey  has  made  no  personal  canvass  to  secure 
this  number,  but  is  hopeful  of  having  a  complete  list  shortly. 

TECUM  SBH. 

The  new  Carnegie  library  will  be  dedicated  Friday,  Feb.  10,1905. 

THBEB   BIVERS. 

The  Three  Rivers  Free  Public  library  has  recently  moved  into  their 
beautiful  new  building,  for  which  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  |12,600.  The 
Hon.  W.  J.  Willets  donated  the  lot  upon  which  it  stands,  valued  at 
$2,500.  This  library  of  about  10,000  volumes,  baa  received  special 
commendation  at  the  hands  of  some  of  the  officials  of  the  State  asso- 
ciation as  being  unusually  complete  and  well  conducted  for  a  city 
of  this  size.  Senator  E.  B.  Linsle.v  of  the  sixth  district  ia  president, 
and  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  enterprise  since  its  organization,  some 
20  years  ago. 

PONTIAC. 

Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  |i:U,000  to  Pontiac  for  a  library  building 
subject  to  the  usual  conditions. 


STATE  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUiJS  LIBRARY  COMMIT- 
TEE. 


In  order  that  there  might  be  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  work 
to  be  done  by  the  Litirai-y  ('omiiiittee  of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs  and  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  the  secretary  of  the 
board  was  instructed  to  invito  the  members  of  that  committee  to  meet 
with  the  Itoard  at  Bay  City,  October  11th,  this  being  the  date  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs.  Pursuant  to 
thes^  instructions  rooms  were  opened  by  the  secretary  at  the  Frazer 
House,  who  placed  there  on  exhibition  one  of  the  regular  traveling 
libraries,  which  are  circulating  in  the  State,  and  also  one  of  the  special 
libraries,  showing  the  books  which  are  sent  out  to  women's  clubs  and 
other  organizations  for  study  purposes.  There  was  also  exhibited  a 
number  of  the  Brann  pliotographs  of  ancient  and  modem  artjkhich 
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are  beiog  loaoed  by  the  t^tate.  With  one  exception  the  entire  library 
committee  was  present  and  plans  for  library  extension  were  thorou^ly 
discuBsed.  The  result  of  this  meeting  has  been  most  satisfactory,  as  the 
matters  connected  with  the  work  wei'e  thoroughly  explained  and  plans 
for  the  year  deflnitely  outlined.  It  is  contemplated  bV  the  board  to  call 
another  joint  meeting,  which  will  be  held  in  Kalama7x>o  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Federation. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  Bay  City  meeting  is  given  below.  Follow- 
ing this  meeting  reports  were  made  by  the  members  of  the  Federation 
Committee,  these  have  been  included  in  this  report. 


BBPORT   OP   THE   JOINT   MEETING    OF  THE    BOARD   OP   I-IBRABY    COMMISSIONERS 
AND  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATE  FEDERATION 

OF  women's  CLVBS. 

The  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  addressed  the 
committee,  giving  a  brief  history  of  the  work  done  by  the  Board,  and 
then  discussed  the  work  which  it  was  hoped  could  be  accomplished 
through  the  mutual  efforts  of  the  Federation  and  the  Board.  Mr.  Loud 
explained  the  apportionment  of  the  State  Library  moneys  and  read 
statistics,  giving  the  counties  and  the  moneys  received  by  each  and  the 
number  of  books,  purchased,  showing  that  the  larger  part  of  the  money 
had  been  used  for  general  school  purposes.  Mr.  Loud  stated  that  many 
districts  made  no  reports  as  to  the  number  of  children  in  their  districts. 
Out  of  1,200  districts  641  failed  to  report  and  consequently  did  not 
receive  the  money  to  which  they  were  entitled.  A  general  discussion  then 
followed  and  the  traveling  library  and  registration  systems  were  ex- 
plained, blanks  distributed  and  pictures  examined.  A  question  box  was 
asked  for  the  next  morning. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.  October  12th, 

October  12,  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

At  this  meeting  Mrs.  Spencer  explained  in  detail  how  the  townships 
and  districts  could  obtain  the  flue  money  for  library  purposes. 

Reports  were  read  by  the  members  of  the  Federation  committee. 

After  the  reports  were  read  and  discussed  the  question  box  was  opened 
and  the  secretary  read  the  questions  and  answered  them.  In  answering 
these  questions  a  large  number  of  miuor  details  connected  with  the  work 
was  made  plain. 
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REPORT   OF   CHAIKMAX. 


BEPORT  OF  MRS  BI.LA  8.  CUSTARD,  CHAIRMAN  OP  FEDBRATION  COMlllTTEE. 

Id  the  resolutiona  passed  at  the  ninth  annnal  meeting  at  Grand  Rapida 
we  pledged  to  "co-operate  with  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  libraries  and  extending  the  library  interests 
of  the  State." 

The  new  administration  placed  the  work  in  charge  of  a  committee.  This 
committee,  known  as  the  "Federation  Library  Committee,"  asked  for  the 
appointment  of  persons  in  each  club  to  carry  on  the  work  in  that  locality. 
The  appointments  were  made  and  the  needs  ascertained  last  year. 

The  laws  of  our  State,  found  under  Public  Acts  from  1835  to  1903, 
provide  for  the  establishing  and  maintenance  of  libraries,  A  city,  vil- 
lage, township  or  school  district  may  have  a  library  if  the  people  so  will. 
The  State  Board  of  Commissioners  and  State  Librarian  are  ready  to 
assist.  The  State  aids  with  the  Traveling  Library  System,  Registration 
System  and  Special  Club  Libraries.  I#t  us  as  club  members  and  co- 
workers translate  these  laws  and  aids  into  victorious  action  by  carrying 
the  stored  up  product  of  master  thinkers  to  the  awakening  minds,  even 
if.  like  the  Japanese,  we  carry  a  library  on  our  (club)  shoulders  to  the 
doors  of  the  people. 

This  call  to  become  knowledge  bearers  is  not  a  fad,  the  result  of  a 
passing  fancy,  but  the  desire  to  meet  a  great  need,  the  spreading  of 
knowledge  in  the  needy  portions  of  our  State  that  Jhe  intellectual  value 
of  its  citizens  be  increased. 

There  are  many  townships  in  our  State  without  libraries,  counties 
where  there  is  not  a  good  district  school  library  these  schools  ought  to 
have  library  aid,  for  a  school  without  a  library  is  like  a  language  with- 
out a  literature. 

Therefore  let  us  resolve  to  place  a  traveling  library,  assist  in  forming 
a  free  public  library  or  aid  a  registered  library  wherever  an  opportunity 
presents  itself. 

Illinois  club  women  are  asking  their  I.iegi8lature  for  laws  favoring 
library  extension.  We  have  the  laws,  and  ours  is  the  work  of  helping 
to  make  these  laws  operative  and  to  solidify  this  great  educational  work, 
which  is  one  of  the  institutions  of  our  State  government.  Teach  the 
people  to  use  what  the  law  provides.  Look  over  the  list  of  Michigan 
traveling  libraries,  note  the  helpful  books  for  schools,  farmers'  clubs, 
neighborhoods,  individuals,  and  then  determine  to  do  personal  work  for 
library  extension  by  placing  higher  thought  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Library  extension  furnishes  work  for  every  ciuli  in  the  Federation. 
Let  us  not  be  indifferent  to  the  work  that  appeals  to  the  higher  nature. 
Take  the  list,  go  into  a  district  school,  talk  about  the  beauties  and  truths 
found  in  those  books,  and  vou  will  have  vour  reward. 

ELLA  F.  CUSTARD. 
Chairman  Librarj^  Compiittee. 
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KEPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  OF   THE  STATE   FEDERA- 
TION  OF   WOMEN'S   CLUBS. 


FIR8T    DISTKICT. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Emmous,  Detroit,  resigned.    No  report. 

SECOND  DIBTIBICT. 

MiB8  Mary  S.  Miller,  Adrian.    Report. 

Library  cominittee«  have  been  appointed  by  thirteen  clubs  out  of  the 
twenty-one  in  luy  district,  the  2nd  Congressional. 

Number  of  libraries  fnlly  reported  on  blanks  sent  out 11 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  above  libraries  287,023 

Amouat  of  fiction  varies  from  less  than  1-12  to  %  entire  number  of 
volumes. 

Condition  of  books,  fair  to  good. 

Libraries  housed  in  buildings  of  their  own 5 

Libraries  located  in  school  or  college  buildings 4 

Libraries  housed  in  rented  buildings 2 

Libraries  located  in  college  towns 5 

Libraries   located   in   manufacturing  centers 4 

Libraries  located  in  farming  centers 2 

Libraries  suitable  for  loans  from  the  State  Library 6 

In  all  these  libraries  money  appropriated  for  purchase  of  books  is 
used  exclusively  for  the  same. 
CInbs   using  traveling  libraries   and   picture  collections 2 

Have  found  one  town,  Morenci,  without  a  public  library,  nor  sentiment 
in  favor  of  one,  although  the  people  are  an  unusually  well  educated  and 
cultivated  class. 

Have  received  a  letter  from  Manchester  telling  of  two  small  libra- 
ries there,  the  school  library  consisting  of  40(»  volumes,  niostly  books  of 
history,  reference  and  biography,  and  the  township  library  containing 
CSO  volumes,  a  good  collection  but  not  conveniently  arranged,  nor 
in  systematic  order. 

I  find  the  clnbs  in  smaller  places,  are,  as  a  rule,  more  interested  in 
library  work  and  respond  more  promptly  than  in  the  cities,  the  latter 
seeming  to  feel  that  there  is  no  work  for  them  to  do  when  there  is  a  good 
library  already  established  in  their  own  town. 

Local  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in  the 
Second  district: 

Jackson  County: 

Amaranth  Club — Mrs.  Mary  Cahill,  Chairman;  Mrs,  Nellie  Foley,  Mrs. 
Emma  Connely. 
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Jackson  Tourist  Club — Mrs.  John  Jones,  Chairman. 
Lenawee  County: 

Adrian  Woman'B  Club — Miss  Esther  M.  Stuart,  CUairuian;  Mies  Dora. 
K.  Bennett. 

Hudson  Twentieth  Century  Club — Mrs.  Mary  Pierce,  Chairmaa;  Mrs. 
Mystic  Bireb,  Mrs.  Viola  C.  Fellows. 

Hudson  Woman's  Literary  Club — Mrs.  Helen  Mae  Lowe,  Chairman; 
Miss  Valtina  Bump,  Miss  Carrie  A.  Barber. 

Morenci  Chautauqua  Reading  Circle — Mrs.  Ella  A.  Quinn,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Luella  Smith,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Wakefield. 

Tecumseh,  Tbe  Monday  Club— Mrs.  J.  D.  Shull,  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Hicke,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Hillntan. 

Tecumseh  Research  Circle — Mrs.  G.  J,  Huey,  Chairman. 

Washtenaw  County: 

Ann  Arbor,  Women's  League,  U.  of  M. — Anna  Broomhall. 
ManchestA-,  Saturday  Glut— Mrs,  Evan  Eesery,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Jayues,  Miss  Marie  Kirchofer. 

Ypsilnnti  Study  Club — Mrs.  Lucelia  C  Brabb.  Chairman. 

Wayne  County: 

Wyandotte,  The  Tuesday  Study  Club— Miss  Eva  Hurst,  Chairman. 

The  following  rei)lic8  were  received  from  clubs  in  response  to  special 
questions  prepared  by  Miss  Miller: 

Adrian  Woman's  Club,  Adrian.  Michigan. 

1.  What  are  the  library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in 
your  locality?    Cood. 

2.  Is  there  a  library  in  the  vicinity?     An  excellent  one. 

3.  Is  there  a  public  sentiment  which  would  favor  the  establishment 
of  a  library? 

4.  Is  a  regular  or  H)ie<'ial  traveling  library  deeili-ed  by  your  club? 
We  have  one  at  present. 

5.  Could  traveling  or  registered  libraries  be  used  to  advantage  in 
TOur  township  or  district   libraries? 

6.  Name  localities  wliere  libraries  are  most  needed.     Can  not. 

AthCna  Club,  Jackson,  .Mich. 

1.     W'hat  are  the. library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in  your 
locality?    A  good  public  library. 
No  reply  to  further  questions. 
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Twentieth  Century  Club,  Hudson,  Mich. 

1.    What  are  the  library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in  your 
locality?    None  at  present;  our  Carnegie  library  will  soon  be  completed. 
'1.     Is  there  a  library  in  the  vicinity?     School  library, 

3,  Is  there  a  public  sentiment,  which  would  favor  the  establishment 
of  a  library?    No. 

4,  Is  a  regular  or  special  traveling  library  desired  by  your  clab? 
No. 

5,  Could  traveling  or  registered  libraries  be  used  to  advantage  in 
your  township  or  district  libraries?    Do  not  know. 

<i.  Name  localities  where  libraries  are  most  needed.  I  am  not  able 
to  say. 

Chautauqua  Reading  Circle,  Morenci,  Mich. 

1.  What  are  the  library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in  your 
locality?     None  bat  private  libraries. 

2.  Is  there  a  library  iu  the  vicinity?    School  and  Sunday  school. 

3.  Is  there  a  public  sentiment  which  would  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  library?    Very  feeble. 

•i.  Is  a  regular  or  special  traveling  library  desired  by  your  club? 
T  think  not. 

5.  Could  traveling  or  registered  libraries  be  u:ed  to  advantage  in 
your  township  or  district  libraries?    1  think  not. 

<>.  Name  localities  where  libraries  are  most  needed.  Having  lived 
where  the  free  public  library  is  pointed  to  with  pride,  it  is  a  matter 
of  astonishment  to  note  the  spirit  of  indifference  in  these  esseotial 
matters.  The  work  of  building  up  a  library  sentiment  is  a  gigantic 
one,  and  in  this  section  will  require  time.  This  is  more  surprising 
as  the  people  are  an  exceptionally  intelligent  and  well  educated  class. 

Tecumseh  Monday  Cluh,  Tecumseh,  Mich. 

1.  What  are  the  library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in  your 
locality?    Very  good. 

2.  Is  there  a  library  in  the  vicinity    Yes. 

3.  Is  there  a  public  sentiment  which  would  favor  the  establishment 
of  a  library?    We  do  not  need  another. 

4.  Is  a  regular  or  special  traveling  library  desired  by  your  club? 
No. 

5.  Could  traveling  or  registered  libraries  be  used  to  advantage  in 
your  township  or  district  libraries?     No. 

6.  Name  localities  where  libraries  are  most  needed.    No  reply. 

Ypailanti  Literary  Club,  YpaiUinti,  Mich. 

1.  What  are  the  library  facilities  for  carrying  on  club  work  in  your 
locality?  Ladies  library,  Normal  School  and  Library,  Union  School  li- 
brary. ' 
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2.  Is  there  a  library  in  the  vicinity?    Tlie  above  public  libmriea. 

3.  Is  there  a  public  Beiitiment  which  would  favor  the  eHtabliehment 
of  a  library?     Public  interest  absorbed  in  the  above. 

4.  Is  a  regular  or  spietial  traveling  library  desired  by  your  club?    I 
think  not. 

5.  <'ould  traveling  or  registeifd   libraries  be  used  to  advantage  in 
your  township  or  district  libniries?     Possibly  in  the  country  districts. 

C.     Xame  localities  where  libraries  are  most  needed. 
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Tlie  replies  rei'eivcd  from  Miea  Miller's  special  questions  show  that  the 
cliihs  respondiD);  do  not  as  jet  fully  appreciate  the  work  which  the.v 
ran  do  for  library  extension  in  their  localities. 

The  Jackson  Athena  Olub  made  no  reply  whatever  to  the  questions 
after  the  second  one,  thus  leiiving  the  Federation  committee  uninformed 
as  to  what  can  be  done  in  their  locality.  Mr.  Sattler,  county  commis- 
sioner, rei)orts  65  district  libraries  in  Jackson  county,  most  of  them 
ranging  from  Ave  to  50  hooks.  These  libraries  could  be  greatly  helped 
by  the  aid  whi<'h  the  State  is  giving  to  small  libraries,  and  would  be 
a  fruitful  field  for  work  by  the  Athena  Club. 

The  Adrian  Womans'  ('lub  made  no  reply  to  question  No.  5  re- 
i-egarding  tlip  use  of  traveling  or  r(^istered  libraries,  the  report,  how- 
ever, made  by  the  county  counnissioner  of  schools  in  Ijcnawee  county 
in  1!M)3  shows  only  four  township  libraries  and  twenty-three  district 
libraries.  These  figures  prove  that  there  is  an  important  work  to  be 
done  in  building  up  new  libraries  and  streugthening  weak  ones  in 
the  districts  of  the  county. 

The  Twentieth  Century  Club  at  Hudson  could  give  no  information  in 
reply  to  question  No.  5  regaiijing  township  and  district  libraries.  The  re- 
iwrt  of  the  school  commissioner  shows  seven  district  libraries  in 
Hudson  township,  four  of  which  could  he  materially  aided  by  a  loan 
from   ttie  State. 

The  Tecumseh  >[ondny  Club  states  that  traveling  or  registered  li- 
braries could  not  be  used  to  advantage  in  their  district.  Tecumseh 
township  shows  in  the  report  to  the  library  commissioner  only  five 
district  libraries,  one  of  which  reports  only  four  volumes  while  four 
of  them  report  under  100  volnmes.  These  libraries  could  receive  most 
valuable  aid  from  the  State. 

The  Ypsilanti  IJternry  Club  states  in  reply  to  question  No.  5  that 
traveling  or  registered  libraries  could  be  used  possibly  in  the  country 
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districts.  Tliere  is.  however,  nothing  in  the  report  to  show  that  the 
club  has  made  any  effort  to  establish  depositories  for  these  localities, 
nor  are  the  localities  named  where  libraries  are  most  needed. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  B.  Triudle,  Charlotte.    Report, 

The  work  in  this  district  is  still  incomplete.  The  several  local  commit- 
tees have  not  ,vet  covered  the  Rround  assigned  them.  From  the  reports 
received  it  is  very  evident  that  many  districts  have  no  library  facilities  at 
all.  An  effort  haa  been  made  to  have  a  library  in  every  school  honse.  but 
as  a  rule  the  books  are  very  few  and  seldom  of  the  proper  class. 
One  book  seller  assured  a  committee  that  went  to  purchase  books  that 
"Mrs.  Holmes  and  others  of  the  cheap  editions  were  the  ones  they  took." 
It  would  be  a  good  plan  to  place  a  list  of  suitable  books  with  every  local 
library  committee  and  school  board. 

As  a  rule  much  of  the  library  money  is  diverted  from  its  proper  chan- 
nel. A  notice  calling  attention  to  the  law  regarding  the  library  moneys 
has  been  printed  in  the  local  jiapers. 

In  Charlotte  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  board  of  the  Carnegie 
Library,  asking  that  the  people  of  the  immediate  vicinity  might  have 
the  use  of  the  library,  and  also  that  other  changes  lie  made  that  add  to 
its  nsefuiness. 

In  several  places  the  traveling  library  has  reached  many  persons.  One 
clnb  keeps  a  case  in  a  little  country  stoi-e  where  it  is  largely  read  by  the 
farmers  which  congregate,  and  a  noticeable  improvement  is  felt  in  the 
tone  of  the  neighborhood.  One  difficulty  in  locating  these  libraries  is 
found  in  the  caution  which  prevents  the  securing  of  people  to  sign  the 
bond,  but  when  once  a  library  ia  located  the  people  show  an  eagerness 
for  reading  that  is  gratifying.  cisnziid^yLiOOQlC 
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Local  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in  the 
Third  district: 

Eaton  County: 

Charlotte  Carmel  Culture  Club — Mrs.   Dora  Knapp,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Carrie  Kent,  Mrs.  Ida  Cole- 
Charlotte    Century    Club — Gertrude    B.    Prindle,    Chairman;     Louise 
Smith,  Ida  Maxson. 

Charlotte  Hansfrau  Club — Mrs.  Nora  Mitchell,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Allie 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Mary  Davis. 

Charlotte  Home  Beading  Circle — Mrs.  Cedenia  Snell,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Kate  Snydet,  Mrs.  CH.  Barnum. 

Charlotte  Woman's  Club— Mrs,   Sara  J.   Weaver,  Chairman;   Alice 
Brown,  Mrs.  Marie  Bonfoey. 

Eaton  Rapids  Ladies'  History  Club — Mrs,  C.  D.  Slocum,  Chairman; 
Jeannette  Hosier,  Gertrude  Hobart. 

Grand  Ledge  A,  B.  C. — Mrs.  A.  Barnes,  Chairman,  Allie  Wood.  Inez 
Babcock. 

Kalamasoo  County: 

Schoolcraft  Ladies'  Library  Association — Anna  L.  Fellows,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Clara  Y.  Cobb,  A.  Ada  Brown. 
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FOURTH   DI3TBICT. 

Mrs.  Ella  S.  Custard,  McDdon.    Report. 

Local  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in  the 
Fourth  district: 

Allegan  County: 

Otsego  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs.  Hettie  Wilder,  Chairman. 

Barry  County: 

Hastings  Women's  Club — Mrs.  Marion  B.  Goodyear,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Annie  Powers,  Mrs.  Sadie  R.  Cook. 

Berrien  County: 

Benton  Harbor  Daughters  of  Ossoli — Grace  Bobbins  Stratton,  Chair- 
man ;  Mrs.  Theodocia  Falkingham,  Mrs.  Jlernice  Nortb-Taber. 

BentoD  Harbor  Ossoli — Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Sessions,  Chairman;  Mrs.  R. 
M.  Jones,  Mrs.  J.  M,  Allmendinger. 

St.  Joseph  County: 

Mendon  Women's  Club— Mrs.  Ella  S.  Custard,  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  8. 
Evert,  Mrs.  0.  R.  Baird. 

Sturgis  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  R.  R.  Roof,  Chairman;  Mrs.  C.  Jacobs, 
Mrs.  C.  McKeslie. 

BturgiB  porosis  Club — Mrs.  E.  B,  Gray,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sheridan 
Osbon,  Mrs.  Rose  Van  Btiren. 

Three  Rivers  Woman's  Cluli — Mrs.  J,  li.  Dickinson.  Chairman;  Mra.  F. 
H.  Coon,  Sue  L  Silliman. 

,  Van  Buren  County: 

Hartford  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  Elvira  S.  Chamberlin,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Maud  Engle,  Mrs.  Edith  Blashfleld. 

Paw  Paw,  The  Coterie — ^Mi-s.  Cecelia  Stevenson,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Am- 
mita  Spicer. 

South  Haven  Scott  Clul»— Mrs.  J.  G.  Rhodes,. Chairman;  Mrs.  G.  J. 
Wicksoll,  Miss  M.  L.  Brown. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT, 

Mrs.  l'hoel)e  P.  Fuller,  Tonia.     Report, 

Seventeen  women's  clubs  have  been  invited  to  ansist  in  library  extension 
work  in  the  Fifth  Congressional  District.  Sixteen  responded  by  appoint- 
ing committeeB  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain  library  conditions  in  their 
respective  localities,  and  where  no  library  exists  to  use  their  influence  in 
establishing  a  permanent  free  public  library. 

Many  of  the  country  schools  have  small  libraries,  consisting  mainly 
of  supplementary  reading  and  reference  books.  Tlieae  libraries  seem  to 
take  the  place  of  township  and  district  libraries.  In  a  number  of  town- 
ships the  traveling  library,  which  will  soon  be  placed,  will  without  doubt 
be  the  means  of  founding  a  permanent  library,  as  where  one  has  been 
introduced  it  meets  with  immediate  favor,  and  the  people  are  not  willing 
to  again  do  without  books. 

The  work  of  extending  library  privileges  in  rural  districts  will  be  very 
slow,  as  it  is  difficult  to  secure  the  assistance  of  or  information  from 
township  officers.  However,  the  plan  of  work  is  well  arranged  and  we 
hope  for  more  definite,  results  during  the  coming  year. 

Ijocal  library  comiiiittecs  were  appoiuled  by  the  following  clubs  in  the 
Fifth  district: 

Ionia  County: 

Bolding  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  Mary  S.  Barnes,  Chairman;  Avis  H. 
Coville.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  H.  Coville. 

Ionia  Woman's  Literary  Club^— Mrs.  Sarah  Tower,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
John  Hamilton,  Ella  Hutchins. 

Lake  Odessa  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  T.  W.  Avis,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Dia- 
mond. 

Portland  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs.  George  E.  Doane,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Hathaway,  Mrs.  Porter.  cignziid^yCiOOQlC 
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ffeni  County: 

Grand  Rapids  Acorn  Club — Mrs.  O.  C,  Sessions,  Chairman;  Edith  Vnii 
Wichlin,  Dora  Dillenback. 

Grand  Rapids  East  Side  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs.  Nellie  E,  Mills, 
Chairman;  Mrs.  R.  C,  Bay,  Mrs.  L.  Bovee. 

Grand  Rapids  Equity  Club — Mrs.  Anna  L.  t^teenman,  Chairman. 

Grand  Rapids  Igdrasil  Club — Mrs.  Eugenia  Fleming,  Chairman. 

Grand  Rapids  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Chairman. 

Grand  Rapids  West  Side  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs,  Charles  Holden, 
Cbairmau ;  Antoinette  Lathrop,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Baldwin. 

Grand  Rapids  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  Emily  B.  Ketcham,  Chairman. 

Grand  Rapids  Woman's  Civic  League — Mrs.  H,  Margaret  Downs. 
Chairman. 


Mrs.  Augusta  D.  Barnes,  Howell.     Report. 

The  library  work  of  the  6th  Congressional  District,  while  it  does 
not  present  any  utartling  figures,  is  progiessing  finely.  There  are  14 
federa^d  clubs  in  this  district.  During  tho  year  47  letters  have  been 
sent  out  and  two  sets  of  blanks  to  be  filled  out.  A  fairly  good  share  of 
these  have  received  attention.  A  few  JocaJitios  seemed  to  lack  a  pro]M?r 
library  spirit.  Most  of  the  dubs  have  apiwinted  a  library  committee, 
and  through  them  a  knowledge  of  the  library  conditions  can  be  obtained. 
Four  of  the  State  traveling  libraries  will  soon  be  placed  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  Carnegie  library  at  Howell  has  been  put  in  shape  for  the  win- 
ter, and  work  will  probably  be  resumed  in  the  spring.  The  outlook 
all  along  the  line  is  certainly  very  encouraging. 

Local  library  committeps  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in 
the  6th  District:  , -.  , 
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Ingham  County: 

Lanaiog  Fortnightly  Literary  Club — Mrs,  S.  Jeanette  Lawrence, 
Chairman;   Mrs.   I/xiise  Freedman. 

Lansing  Unity  Club — Winifred  Jewett,  Cbairman. 

Lansing  West  Side  Club— Mrs.  W.  O.  Titus,  Chairman;  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Doolittle,  Mrs.  J.  P.  II.  Armstrong. 

Lansing  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  Elnora  L.  Porter,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
r^ewis  Fuller. 

Onondaga  Knowledge  Seekers— Mrs.  T.  M.  Cranson,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Geo.  French,  Mrs.  Grove  Baldwin. 

Williamston  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  C.  W.  Beardsley,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
lone  Shumway,  Mrs,  S.  D,  Dennis. 

Livingston  County: 

Howell  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  F.  J.  Lee,  Chairman;  Mrs.  D.  D.  Horger. 

Oakland  County: 

Pontiac  W'oman's  Literary  Club — Mrs.  Hiram  Bacon,  Chairman,  Mrs. 
John  P.  Everett,  Ida  Durkee. 
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SBVBNTH   DISTKICT. 

Mrs.  Elsie  H.  Piatt.    Report. 

Circulars  and  written  appeals  have  been  sent  to  club  women  in  my 
district  whose  addresses  were  attainable,  also  to  many  small  towns  to 
M,  E.  clergymen.  Many  of  these  were  unnoticed.  On  account  of  this 
fact  from  the  few  letters  i-eceived  it  is  evident  that  there  is  not  a  strong 
literary  sentiment  in  this  ]iavt  of  the  State.  Only  one  library,  at  South 
Park,  has  been  acquired  as  the  result  of  my  efforts.  At  the  end  of  this 
club  year  I  will   have  the  statistics  of  the  libraries  in  my  district  if 
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I  have  to  go  in  person  at  my  own  expense  to  ascertain  the  conditions 
in  the  different  places.  1  tried  to  get  printed  notices  about  library 
money  but  the  local  papers  ignored  my  su^estions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELSIE  H.  PLATT. 
Dec.  19,   '04. 

BIGHTU    DlSl'RICT. 

Miss  Kate  R.  Carlisle,  Saginaw.    Report. 

Library  committees  have  been  formed  in  the  ten  federated  clubs  of 
the  Sth  'district.  They  have  been  sent  all  the  printed  matter,  and  in- 
terest created  in  the  work.  The  work  has  been  planned  so  that  this 
month  libraries  are  to  be  placed  in  the  smaller  towns  and  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

Ijoeal  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in 
the  Sth  district: 

Clinton  County: 

St.  Johns  Ladies'  Literary  Club — Mrs,  F.  Hyatt,  Chairman;  Caddie 
Sliaver,  Mrs.  Hugh  Morris. 
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Saginaw  County: 

Saginaw  Art  Club — Mrs.  E.  S.  Campbell,  Chairman;  Marion  Briggs, 
Lilliata   Turner. 

Saginaw  Reading  Club — May  Turner,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Lillian  Kemet, 
Anna  Benjamin. 

Saginaw  Research  Club — Mrs.  P.  W.  Glass,  Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Paries,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Raymond. 

Saginaw  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  J.  O.  Haller,  Chairman. 

Shiaicassee  County: 

Owosso  Current  Topic  Clul»— Mrs.  M.  ]>.  Roth.  Chairman,  Mrs.  E.  O. 
Pewey,  Mrs.  C,  1).  Stewart.  LiOOQlC 
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Owo8»o  Womau'B  Cliib-JMrB.  H.  Kirk  White,  Cbairman;  Frances 
-Jones,  Marie  Brewer. 

,    Tmcola  County: 

Caro  Twentieth  Century  Club — I^na  K.  Eayrs,  Cbairman ;  Bebecca 
nougherty,  Myrtle  Jamee. 

Caro  AVixson  Club — Mrs,  Margaret  Asford,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Dan  La- 
zelle. 
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I  received  my  commiBsion  as  member  of  this  committee  in  May  of  this 
year  and.  with  not  a  very  clear  understanding  of  the  work,  at  once  set  out 
to  inquire  of  the  various  clulw  in  my  district  the  condition  of  affaire  in 
Ibeir  home  towns  or  vicinities. 

To  the  five  notices  sent  each  club,  ten  chibs  in  all,  only  four  responded, 
namely:  Manistee  I^akcside  Clnb,  Fremont  Club,  Hart  Club  and  Pene- 
lojiean  <'lub  of  Cadillac.  The  correspondents  of  each  of  these  four  chilwt 
stated  that  they  had  good  library  facilities,  and  their  members  had  access 
lo  libraries  both  in  and  ontside  of  the  clnb. 

Xot  hearing  from  the  other  six  cUibs,  I  inferred  that  as  vacation  time 
bad  come  their  clnb  work  had  been  snspended  and  a  response  would  coine 
when  the  clubs  again  resumed  work  in  the  autumn. 

Since  becoming  belter  acquainted  with  the  library  extension  work  1 
lotik  at  it  as  a  charitable  one,  and  want  to  impress  and  urge  on  the  clubs 
not  to  be  selfish  and  only  attend  to  their  having  good  libraries,  but  see 
that  the  outlying  districts  are  thus  snpiilied.  and  if  in  sonic  remote  dis- 
trict no  nucleus  has  been  established  for  a  library,  to  see  that  a  traveling 
library  be  sent  them.    Only  two  weeks  ago  such  a  library  was  placed  at 
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Oueknma  and  today  one-half  the  books  have  been  lent,  and  some  patrons 
have  read  tbree  books.  In  looking  orer  the  lists  of  books  I  thought  if 
there  might  be  more  books  of  fiction  possibly  they  would  take  better  in 
this  community,  but  I  find  books  of  travel,  science  and  biogfrai^y  are 
most  sought  after. 

The  meeting  of  this  committee  recently  held  at  Bay  City  was  produc- 
tive of  much  good  to  me,  in  that  I  was  before  attempting  to  labor  in  the 
dark.  Now  my  work  is  more  plain.  I  enjoy  it.  Theo  too,  coming  in 
contact  with  the  other  members,  and  comparing  notes,  I  was  guided  in 
my  work. 
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TENTH     DISTBICT. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Daglish,  Bay  City.     Report. 

This  district  is  divided  into  fifteen  counties.  It  embraces  a  large  extent 
of  territory,  u  portion  of  which  is  sparsely  settled.  I  have  written  to  the 
4-ommissioQer  of  schools  in  every  county  in  regard  to  the  object  and  the 
work  of  the  members  of  this  library  oonimittee;  have  received  many  letters 
promising  hearty  cooperation.  They  express  a  wish  that  free  circulating 
libraries  be  organized  in  their  localities. 

The  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  had  during  the  past  year  in 
this  district,  six  federated  clnbs. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Bay  City,  a  library  couimitfee  appoiuted  by 
the  President,  are  interested  in  this  work.  Bay  City  has  a  large  free 
cin-nlating  library;  it  loans  books  to  the  s^-hools  in  the  wards,  placing 
a  small  library  in  each  building,  frequently  changing  the  books,  thus  sus- 
taining an  interewt  in  the  minds  of  the  readers.  West  Bay  <"ity  has  a 
large  circulating  libi-ary.  Sir.  Henry  8age  presented  the  building  and 
largely  assists  in  its  mainteuance.  The  Woman's  Improvement  CIhIj 
has  a  library  committee,  and  is  interested  in  the  work.    The  commissioner 
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of  scbooU  for  Bay  county  has  prepared  a  full  report  in  regard  to  the 
libraries  in  the  schools  of  every  district  in  the  county. 

East  Tawas,  Iosco  county,  has  a  free  public  library,  the  Ladies  Liter- 
ary Club  helping  in  the  work.  Au  Sable,  "Soroais"  having  maay  una- 
voidable reverses,  is  not  in  active  work,  and  no  library  committee. 

At  Coleman,  Midland  county,  the  "Antheneum"  is  a  federated  club. 
The  president  wrote  that  the  club  brought  this  matter  of  establishing 
a  free  library  to  the  attention  of  the  school  board,  but  as  they  did  not 
take  any  action  the  matter  was  dropped. 

At  Petoskey,  Emmet  county,  the  Art  Study  Club  appointed  its  library 
committee  for  the  club,  and  is  actively  interested.  There  are  several 
clubs  in  Petoskey  and  they  ask  for  all  the  help  they  are  entitled  to 
receive. 

This  is  a  grand  far  reaching  work :  the  state  librarian  is  ready  and 
witling  to  assist  in  every  possible  way  by  sending  printed  information 
or  by  advice.  I  hope  that  great  gains  will  be  made  and  prove  that  it 
was  wise  to  accept  the  co-operation  of  the  S.  F.  W.  C. 
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ELEVENTH   DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  O.  P.  Carver,  Traverse  City.    Report. 

I  Bent  blanks  to  nine  different  clubfi  as  follows:  Mt.  Pleasant 
Woman's  Club,  Big  Rapids  Woman's  Club,  Big  Bapids  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Club,  Fremont  Literary  Club,  Stanton  Saturday  Club,  St.  Louis 
Monday  Club.  Ladies  L.  L.  A.,  Traverse  City,  Greenville  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Club,  Traverse  City  Woman's  Club.  Received  returns  from  the 
following:  Mt.  Pleasant  Woman's  Club,  The  Monday  Club  of  St.  Louis 
(who  had  appointed  no  committee),  Saturday  Club  of  Stanton,  Ladies 
Library  Association,  Tawas  City,  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  Green- 
ville. Have  written  two  different  times  to  the  balance,  but  as  yet  have 
received  no  answer. 

Local  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in 
the  eleventh  district: 
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Chand  Traverse  County. 

Traverse  City  Ladies'  Library  ABSoriation — ('lara   Bates,  Chairman; 
Minnie  B.  Wait,  Mrs.  Fred  D.  Curtis. 
Traverse  City  Woman's  Cluli — No  committee. 

Gratiot  County. 

8t,  Loais  MoDday  Clab — No  committee. 

Isabella  County. 

Mt,  Pleasant  Woman's  Clab — Mrs.  Martlia  Budd,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
ICva  Doughty,  Mi«.  Florence  Jamison. 

Montcalrti  County. 

Greenville  Twentieth  C<enturv  Club — Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Browne,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Miller,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Johnson. 

Ktantoo  Saturday  Club — Mrs.  Marguerite  Dow,  Chairman;  Mrs.  P. 
I>evine,  Mrs.  N.  J.  Kirk, 

Report*  of  loail 
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TWELFTH   DISTHICT. 

MiBs  Minnie  O.  Trempe.  Sifult  Ste.  Marie.     Report. 

Upon  accepting  the  secretaryship  of  the  twelfth  district  I  wrote  as 
requested  to  the  federated  clubs  of  this  district,  addressing  in  each  case 
Ihe  corresponding;  eeci-etary  as  found  in  the  federation  calendar,  ask- 
ing each  club  to  appoint  a  library  secretary.  No  responses  coming  I 
wrote  to  the  presidents  of  these  clubs,  sending  out  the  circular  letter 
received  from  Mrs.  Rjiencer.  This  resulled  in  the  following  appoint- 
luents: 

Home  Study  Club,  Hancock — Mrs.  Ki<'hola. 

Study  Club,  Woman's  Club.  Menominee— Mrs.  Mnnger. 

Ladies'  Library  Association,  Schoolcraft — Miss  Fellows. 

Woman's  Club,  Calumet — Mrs.  Hosking.  -. 

Woman's  Reading  Club.  Sault  Ste.  Marie— Mrs.  McEwan.  ■GoO'^le 
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Circular  letters,  "State  Aid  to  Libraries"  and  the  blank  library  forms 
were  then  seat  out  with  the  following  results:  Mrs.  Monger  sent  three 
library-  reports  from  Cedarville,  Menominee  and  Stephenson,  farming 
and  manufacturing  centers,  with  a  total  number  of  5,276  volumes,  orer 
half  being  Action. 

Six  reports  came  from  Mrs.  Nichols,  reporting  two  libraries  at  Sough- 
ton  (the  Woman's  Library  Association  and  the  Library  of  the  Michigan 
Collie  of  Mines),  two  at  Hancock  (the  Pnblic  School  Library  and  the 
Portage  Lake  Public  Library),  the  Sarah  Sargent  Library  at  Painesdale, 
and  the  Quinoy  Township  Library  at  Qnincy  Mine;  an  aggregation  of 
over  25,000  books,  the  Library  of  the  Michigan  College  of  Mines  claim- 
ing over  18,000  of  these,  and  numbering  no  fiction  upon  its  shelves.  These 
six  libraries  are  in  a  mining  district  and  are  doing  what  they  can  to 
increase  their  advantages. 

From  Miss  Fellows  at  Schoolcraft  came  three  reports,  the  Ladies* 
Library  Association  with  1,322  books,  the  School  Library  with  SOO  books, 
and  the  Plymouth  Circulating  Library  with  -74  books,  the  latter  chang- 
ing its  books  every  six  months.  Schoolcraft  is  in  a  farming  district. 
These  reports  were  sent  with  one  exception  to  Mr.  Pattengill. 

Calumet  decide^  not  to  take  up  the  work  as  the  city  boasts  a  fine 
library. 
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The  secretary  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  sent  out  15  letters  in  the  spring 
to  the  country  teachers,  and  one  response  came.  Through  tlw  courtesy 
of  the  commercial  department  of  the  Soo  High  School  the  secretary, 
Mrs.  McEwan,  has  a  number  of  typewritten  letters  to  send  out  to  a  list 
of  teachers  furnished  by  the  school  commissioner. 

The  city  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  dedicated  a  fine  Carnegie  library  in  No- 
vember and  will  make  use  of  1500.00  of  penal  fine  money  in  the  pur- 
chase of  uew  books. 

In  September  the  library  secretaries  of  Hancock,  Schoolcraft,  Menomi- 
nee and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  were  asked  to  locate  traveling  libraries.  The 
only  requests  so  far  have  come  for  traveling  libraries  at  Dafter  and 
Neebish,  and  for  a  registered  library  at  Detour,  all  in  Chippewa  county. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Maniatique  was  asked  to  join  in  the  work.  The 
editor  of  the  "Rockland  Reporter"  kindly  published  an  article  bringing 
before  the  public  the  use  of  penal  fines  for  purchasing  books  for  libraries. 
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In  carrying  on  the  correepondence  44' letters  and  eeveral  postals  have 
been  sent  out,  and  28  letters  received. 

I  wiah  to  acknowledge  much  assistance  from  Mrs.  i^ocer,  who  has 
beeu  most  prompt  in  responding  to  every  call  I  have  made  upon  her, 
and  most  kind  and  courteous. 

I  fe#i  most  grateful  (or  the  Rri'^iiege  I  have  enjoyed  in  my  capacity 
as  one  of  the  library  committee,  and  realize  too  fully  the  shortcomings 
of  the  secretary  of  the  twelfth  district. 

Tjocal  library  committees  were  appointed  by  the  following  clubs  in 
the  twelfth  district: 

Chippewa  County. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Woman's  Beading  Clnb — Mrs.  Flora  McEwan,  Chair- 
man; Mrs.  Mary  Metzger,  Mrs.  Clara  Cady. 

Menominee  Count!/. 

Menominee  Woman's  Club — Mrs.  G.  B.  Munger,  Chairman ;  Mrs.  A. 
S.  Sawyer,  Mrs.  F.  6.  Xorcross,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Venuema,  Jessie  R.  Phillips. 
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REPORT   OF    BOARD    OF    LIBRART    COMMISSIONERS. 


THE   METHOD   OP   DISTRIBUTION    OF   LIBRARY    MONEY. 

The  source  of  library  moneja  is,  by  Section  12  of  Article  XIII  of  tlie 
Constitution,  as  follows:  All  fines  assessed  and  collected  in  the  several 
counties  and  townships,  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws.  These  floes 
are  paid  to  the  county  treasurer  by  justices  of  the  peace  and  circuit 
courts. 

By  Section  4762  of  the  Compiled  Laws,  these  fines  are  apportioned 
annually  in  the  counties  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  and  can  be  used  for  library  purposes  only. 

1.  The  several  school  districts  of  the  state  in  their  annual  reports  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  state  whether  or  not  the  district 
hiis  a  library  and  the  amount  of  library  moneys  used  for  that  purpose 
during  the  year. 

li.  On  the  10th  of  May  in  each  year  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction sends  a  statement  to  each  county  treasurer,  directing  him  to 
apportion  the  library  money  on  hand  in  his  county  among  the  several 
school  districts  and  townships  that  report  school  district  libraries  and 
township  libraries. 

3.  The  county  treasurer,  before  the  first  day  of  June,  apportions  this 
money  to  the  several  townships  in  his  county,  according  to  the  number  of 
children  of  school  age  in  each  township,  as  shown  by  the  statement  sent 
him  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

4.  The  county  treasurer  pays  the  money  to  the  township  treasurer  in 
each  township,  and  then  the  director  of  each  district,  entitled  to  receive 
money,  draws  a  warrant  upon  the  township  treasurer  for  the  amount  of 
money  due  his  district,  according  to  the  statement  sent  him  by  the  town- 
ship clerk. 

Id  case  a  township  library  is  also  maintained,  the  money  therefor  is  paid 
over  by  the  township  treasurer  to  the  treasurer  of  the  board  of  school 
inspectors. 

5.  Every  township  maintaining  a  township  library  is  entitled  to  re- 
reive  a  share  of  the  money,  provided  all  school  districts  in  townships  do 
not  maintain  libraries.  If  each  district  in  the  township  maintains  a 
school  library,  then  there  is  no  money  apportioned  for  township  library, 
as  under  the  law,  each  school  district  maiutaining  a  library  is  entitled  to 
draw  from  the  township  library  its  proportionate  share  of  the  books  there- 
in, according  to  the  number  of  children  in  said  district. 

Note.— It  has  been  (ound  in  some  rountles  that  when  laiye  amounts  of  flnes  have  been  collected 
the  boKrd  ol  supervisors  have  directed  the  county  treasurer  lo  transfer  a  part  ot  llie  tine  money  to 
the  contingent  tiind,  thus  depriving  school  libraries  ot  what  belongs  to  tiiem  under  the  alatuie.  Such 
action  on  the  part  oI  the  supervisors  and  county  treasurer  Is  atisolutely  illegal,  as  they  have  no 
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DISTRIBUTION  OP  LIBRARY  MONEYS. 


TABLES  SHOWING  DISTRIBUTION  OF  LIBRARY  MONEY. 

The  following  Btatistice,  taken  from  the  records  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  of  money  that  has  been  appor- 
tioned to  each  township,  and  the  number  of  books  which  have  been 
purchased  show  an  alarming  discrepancy  between  the  money  received 
and  the  number  of  books  bought. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  an  investigation  would  show  that  in  many 
cases  the  money  belonging  to  the  township  or  district  has  never  been 
drawn  from  the  treasury.  Several  instances  of  this  kind  have  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
trouble  in  the  past,  the  remedy  is  simple;  if  a  township  or  district  main- 
tains  a  library,  report  it  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction ;  if 
a  library  is  not  maintained,  organize  one  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
claim  your  share  of  the  money  from  the  township  treasurer.  If  your 
shelves  show  100  books  in  your  library  the  Board  will  loan  you  the  same 
number,  giving  on  the  start  a  good  working  collection. 

The  statistics  which  follow  show,  in  ronnd  numbers,  |I24,546.22  in 
1904,  divided  among  the  counties,  and  T5,S9U  books  purchased  for  town 
and  district  libraries. 

The  cause  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  [iflfairs  shown  by  the  statistics 
is  the  diversion  of  library  funds  from  the  purchase  of  books  to  general 
school  purposes.  In  one  county,  for  example,  $144.58  was  received  and 
43  books  purchased,  the  balance  undoubtedly  having  been  used  for  other 
purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  many  districts  have  purchased  more  books 
than  the  amount  received  would  warrant,  the  money  no  doubt  having 
been  raised  by  entertainments,  etc. 

On  the  whole,  better  conditions  are  shown  than  appeared  a  year 
ago.  In  most  cases  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  town  and 
district  officers  to  the  necessity  of  using  the  fine  money  for  the  purchase 
of  books  as  contemplated  by  the  constitution.  This  is  now  being 
successfully  done  by  the  County  Commissioners. 
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Library  Moneys, 


«Co: 

*2l*  81 

mix  Co.: 

IS  BO 

•"; 

SK 

iMHins 

SZi 

,ss 

S£i 

Xi::::: ::::;::::: 

7S0 

1747  15 

IwMfcily) 

IIMM 

S*«Kik. 

"Jt^ 

ea«a 

»B»M 

*^«..: 

CO] 

47  38 

^d'aiiZ'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  ■'■'■'.''..'.'.'. . 

^4  SO 

H8S79 

o.  Co.; 

iaS"-: 


LIbruy     No.olVob. 


«ii  CV),: 

H-luwiCdtT) 

MAphG 

10  83 

PrsiTitvilif 

IJ7« 

Woodta^nd 

Vaukw  SpnnDi . 

3at>3 

ti8»37 

"^k: 

Biy  Ciiy  (dirt        

&£»;,:■■■■■-      ■ 

"ti^DO' 

ioeM' 


i.vL.oogle 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  LIBRARY  MONEYS. 
Library  mcm^a. — Continued. 
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Library  money». — Continued. 
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Library  moneys. — Contindbd. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 

Saginaw,  Michigan,  January  1,  1906. 
Hon.  Fsbd  M.  Warner,  Governor  of  Michigan: 

Snt — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  library 
CotmnissiouerB  for  the  year  1905. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  B.  PETER,  President. 
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Four  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  were  held  during 
the  year  1905,  as  follows: 

Detroit,  January  20tb. 
Grand  Rapids,  May  25th. 
Saginav,  September  9th. 
Detroit,  October  28th. 

The  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  1905  increasing  the  resources  of  the 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners  has  given  that  body  an  opportunity  to 
lai^ly  extend  the  work  in  the  State.  At  a  meeting  held  at  Saginaw,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1905,  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
library  organizer  in  this  State,  the  salary  and  traveling  expenses  to  be  paid 
by  the  Board.  The  duties  of  this  organizer  will  include  a  thorough  canvass 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  by  counties,  reports  to  be  made  on  the  condition 
of  township,  district  and  free  public  libraries;  he  will  also  gather  statistics 
showing  the  use  of  public  moneys  collected  from  penal  fines  and  apportioned 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  which  should  be  used  for 
library  purposes.  The  diversion  of  these  funds  from  their  le^timate  use 
to  general  school  purposes  has  worked  a  great  injustice  to  the, school  libra- 
ries of  the  State,  and  the  Board,  in  connection  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  will  endeavor  to  correct  this  evil.  Acting  under  the 
above  mentioned  resolution  Mr.  Roy  C.  Lyie,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  ap- 
pointed organizer,  commencing  his  duties  the  first  of  October,  The  short 
time  intervening  between  that  date  and  the  completion  of  this  report,  has 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  make  a  statement  of  any  importance. 
Active  operations,  however,  have  been  inaugurated,  and  the  Board  is  justi- 
fied in  feeling  greatly  encouraged  over  prospective  results.  The  attitude 
of  the  people  is  more  than  friendly  toward  the  establishment  and  support 
of  hbraries.  The  evil  has  been  wrought  more  by  lack  of  thought  and  ap- 
preciation, than  by  any  intention  to  disregard  educational  advantages. 

At  this  meeting  the  Board  also  provided  for  four  library  institutes  to  be 
held  in  the  State  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  This  work  will  be  done  in 
connection  with  the  State  Library  Association,  which  will  arrange  the  de- 
tails of  all  institutes.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  under  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  and  the  attendant  expenses 
will  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  under  the  control  of  the  Board. 

In  a  general  way  there  has  also  been  planned  for  the  coming  year  the 
introduction  of  elementary  library  training  in  the  county  normal  training 
schools  and  the  county  teachers'  institutes.  It  is  thought  by  the  Board  that 
training  of  this  kind  will  reach  the  teachers  in  the  rural  schools,  who  have 


6  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  C»MMISSIONERS. 

charge  of  the  district  libraries.    It  is  hoped  that  the  pl»n  will  result  in  the 
encouragement  and  strengthening  of  libraries  in  the  rural  districtB. 

liie  following  institutes  have  been  attended  this  year  by  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Board  of  library  Commissioners:  Eaton  Rapids,  New  Balli- 
more,  Newaygo,  Ithaca,  Ionia  and  Elmira.  At  these  institutes  an  exhi- 
bition was  made  of  the  traveling  libraries,  loan  collection  of  pictures  and 
books  for  children.  The  interest  awakened  by  this  work  and  the  imme- 
diate results  shown  in  the  applications  for  books  and  pictures,  have  demon- 
strated to  the  Board  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  following  this  plan. 

The  friendly  activity  and  enthusiasm  of  the  county  conmiissioners  of 
schools  in  connection  with  this  work  has  been  most  gratifying  to  the  Board, 
and  fruitful  in  results.  The  work  of  hbrary  extension  has  been  taken  up 
by  them  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner.  Their  influence  and  their  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  proper  use  of  the  library  moneys  have  been  made  evident 
by  the  large  increase  in  the  nimiber  of  books  purchased.  The  demand  for 
book  lists  from  the  State  Library  has  also  shown  an  intelligent  appreciation 
on  their  part  of  the  necessity  of  raising  the  standard  of  the  books  purchased 
for  the  rural  schools. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Women's  clubs  with  the  Board  of  Library  Com- 
missioners is  proving  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  factors  in  Ubrary  extension. 
The  club  women  of  the  State  have  taken  hold  of  the  work  with  interest  and 
inteUlgencfl,  and  through  their  active  efforts  a  large  number  of  travehng 
and  registered  libraries  ba^'e  been  placed.  The  great  demand  for  these*  li- 
braries has  proved  the  efficacy  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  clubs  working 
under  the  direction  of  the  library  committee  of  the  State  Federation.  The 
reports  from  this  committee  will  be  found  on  page  13  of  this  report. 

The  attention  of  those  interested  in  library  work  is  called  to  the  excellent 
paper  on  "PubUc  libraries"  written  by  Prof.  W.  F.  Lewis,  of  Port  Huron, 
read  at  the  meeting  of  the  State  Association  of  Teachers,  and  embodied  in 
this  report. 

Mahy  C.  Spenceh,  Secretary. 
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The  following  library  buildings  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Carnegie  eince 
last  report:     Mendon,  Portland  and  South  Haven. 


After  dallying  over  the  remote  prospecta  of  a  Carnegie  library  for  several 
years,  the  city  council  has  finally  accepted  the  tender  made  by  the  Ladies' 
Library  Association  and  will  make  a  free  public  library  of  that  institution. 
An  appropriation  of  $300  has  been  made  for  its  maintenance  for  the  first 
year. 

BATTLE    CREEK. 

The  new  Charles  Willard  Memorial  hbrary  was  opened  to  the  local  public 
April  27,  1905.  The  structure  cost  about  $80,000  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  State.     It  was  bequeathed  by  the  late  Charles  Willed. 


The  Carnegie  library  was  opened  September  18th,  and  the  people  given 
their  first  opportunity  to  inspect  the  new  building.  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing is  $25,000. 

GRAND    HAVEN. 

The  council  has  accepted  a  $12,000  library  building,  the  joint  pft  of 
Webster  Batchelter  and  Andrew  Carnegie.  It  was  voted  to  place  It  on  the 
lot  adjoining  the  new  federal  building. 

GRAND   RAPIDS. 

TTie  Ryerson  Public  library  has  received  the  following  valuable  gifts: 

James  S.  Barnett,  92  volumes  of  rare  books. 

Burridge  D.  Butler,  a  collection  of  children's  books  to  be  known  as  the 
Winnie  Whitfield  Butler  collection. 

George  G.  Booth,  Detroit,  6  books  from  the  Cranbrook  Press — life  of 
Abraham  lincoln  by  John  Locke  Scripps. 

Mia.  Dryden,  books  on  furniture. 

Hon.  Charles  W.  Garfield,  collection  of  agricultural  publications. 

Historical  Society  to  present  its  collection. 

Mr.  John  S.  Lawrence — maps  showing  knowledge  of  America  by  early 
geographers. 

Mrs.  Ehas  Matter,  25  bound  volumes  of  Scientific  American. 

Mr.  Martin  A.  Ryerson,  valuable  books  on  Egypt. 


The  public  library  at  Hancock  has  been  increased  by  a  consignment  of 
300  books.  The  hbrary  has  been  steadily  growing  and  now  numbers  about 
3,000  volumes. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  B3m)ii  A,  Finney  has  presented  the  public  library  with  90 
volumes  of  Harper's  magazines  covering  a  period  of  52  years. 

IKON   MOn^TAIN. 

There  are  6,891  books  in  the  public  library  according  to  the  report  of 
the  secretary.     During  the  year  1 ,092  books  were  purchased, 

KALAMAZOO. 

The  library  of  the  Kalamazoo  college  has  received  another  valuable  col- 
lection of  books  from  Hon.  A,  M,  Todd,  Many  of  the  collection  date  from 
the  infancy  of  printing, 

LANSING. 

The  Camepe  library  was  dedicated  in  this  city  February  22d.  Mrs. 
M.  D.  and  Floyd  M.  Chatterton  have  presented  the  hbrary  with  30  volumes 
of  Abbott's  "Makers  of  History"  and  steel  engravings  of  Abraham  lin- 
coln  and  Justice  Thomas  M.  Cooley. 


The  new  Carnegie  library  was  dedicated  April  28,  1905.  The  cost  of  the 
library,  was  J35,000. 

MASON. 

The  Ladies'  Library  association,  an  organization  that  has  been  in  exist- 
ence in  Mason  for  the  past  twenty  years,  has  disbanded  and  presented  its 
books  to  the  high  school  library.  There  are  over  1,000  volumes,  and 
they  will  be  used  as  a  public  library  in  connection  with  the  books  at  the 
school  building.     In  all  there  wilt  be  nearly  2,500  good  books. 


For  years  past  the  village  of  Mendon  has  kept  up  a  collection  of  over 
5,000  volumes  housed  in  two  rented  rooms,  but  covering  a  large  circula- 
tion. Commissioner  David  E.  Heineman  of  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  became  acquainted  with  the  situation,  and  laid  the  facts 
before  Mr.  Carnegie.  As  a  result  Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  the  village  810,000 
for  a  library  building. 

PORTLAND. 

Mr.  Samuel  E.  Jarvis,  of  Lansing,  has  offered  three  lots  in  Portland  as  a 
site  for  a  $10,000  Came^e  library. 

TRAVERSE  CITY. 

The  Carnegie  Ubrary  was  dedicated  March  10,  1905.  The  building  cost 
$20,000. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Ramsdell  has  donated  to  the  library  294  volumes  from  the 
library  of  the  late  Judge  Ramsdell. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATE  FEDERATION  OF 
WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Priest,  Detroit,    Report, 

No  library  extension  work  having  been  done  in  the  lat  Congressional 
District  until  the  present  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  begin  at  the  foun- 
dation and  organize  for  the  wbrlc.  Your  member,  accordingly,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  D.  F.  W.  C.  appealed  to  the  federated  clubs  of  Detroit  to 
appoint  library  committees  in  their  several  clubs,  and  asked  that  aggressive 
work  be  done  along  the  lines  of  library  extension.  Literature  relative  to 
the  work  was  mailed  to  each  of  the  30  clubs  in  the  Detroit  federation. 
Eight  clubs  manifested  their  interest  in  this  branch  of  State  federation 
work  and  appointed  library  committees,  some  of  one,  others  of  two  or 
three  members. 

The  city  was  districted  and  each  local  committee  waa  given  her  territory 
in  which  to  work. 

It  was  late  in  the  spring  before  all  the  committees  were  appointed  so  that 
very  little  active  work  was  accomphshed  during  the  summer  months.  Three 
meetings  had  been  called  in  the  meantime  to  report  progress. 

During  September  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  succeeded  in  establishing 
travelling  libraries — one  at  Wm,  H.  Allen  &  Co.,  285  Lafayette  Ave.,  and 
another  at  the  St.  Clair  Manufacturing  Co.,  4052  Porter  St. 

Hypatia  .Club  established  one  at  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Branch 
of  y,  M.  C.  A.  at  car  shops. 

Sorosis  Club  placed  two — one  at  the  Finck  Overall  Factory  on  Gratiot 
Ave.,  and  one  at  the  National  Biscuit  Co.,  Woodbridge  St. 

The  Jewish  Woman's  Club  and  Zetema  who  work  in  unison  have  estab- 
lished two — one  at  the  Independent  Cigar  Co.  Factory  and  one  in  the  United 
Jewish  Charities,  cor.  Forest  and  Hastings  streets,  known  as  the  Hannah 
Schloss  Memorial  Building;  this  latter  Ubrary  is  to  be  used  for  a  boys'  club. 

Your  member  finds  it  rather  difficult  to  get  the  club  women  to  reahze 
that  their  home  city  is  a  field  where  much  may  be  accompliahed  in  estab- 
lishing Ubraries — they  tell  us  that  there  can  be  no  need  as  we  have  a  Cen- 
tral Public  Library  containing  nearly  200,000  books,  and  that  we  now  have 
six  branch  libraries  with  a  daily  delivery  to  and  collection  from  each  branch 
— also  that  the  circulating  library  books  as  used  in  73  public  schools  of  the 
city  is  increasing  every  year,  as  their  use  is  steadily  growing  in  favor — so 
that  it  would  seem  that  Detroit  is  highly  favored  in  regard  to  free  public 
library  books  and  that  there  is  no  crying  need  of  State  work  to  supply 
reading  matter. 

But  your  committee  finds  that  there  is  a  field  for  work  here,  and  that 
after  the  club  women  become  more  familiar  with  the  work  they  will  be  able 
to  do  it  more  effectively,  and  indeed  they  are  already  laying  larger  plans  for 
the  coming  year. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  LIBRARY  COMMITTEES,  FIRST  CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT. 


The  district  assigned  to  Detroit  Sorosis  (from  Woodward  Ave.,  east  to 
the  city  limits  and  north  to  Gratiot  Ave.),  seems  qttite  well  supplied  with 
libraries. 

Have  written  the  National  Biscuit  Co.  but  have  not  succeeded  in  placing 
a  library,  as  the  manager  seems  unwilling  to  assume  any  responsibility  as 
to  loss  of  books. 

Have  plad^d  a  set  of  books  in  Finck's  Overall  Factory.  They  are  used 
by  only  a  small  proportion  of  girb  as  so  many  are  foreigners. 

Stevens'  Laboratory  has  a  library  for  use  of  employes.  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.  also  have  a  library.  Tlie  Hurlburt  library  at  Waterworks  Park  is 
liberally  patronized.  The  public  schools  seem  to  be  supplied  with  plenty 
of  reference  books  and  stones  of  an  instructive  character. 

Elmira  Abthub,  Detroit  Sorosis. 


The  district  assigned  to  the  committee  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of 
Detroit,  is  as  follows:  Woodward  Ave.  west  to  city  limits,  Michigan  Ave. 
inclusive,  south  to  river. 

Two  libraries  have  been  placed  by  this  committee,  one  in  the  Wm,  H. 
Allen  Co.  (manufacturers  of  the  Alain  petticoats).  The  employer  and  em- 
ployees are  well  satisfied  with  the  libraries. 

The  committee  made  two  visits  at  this  factory  and  each  time  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Allen  and  the  forewoman,  Mrs.  Roade. 

Although  they  have  no  regularly  formed  club,  the  girls  have  named  them- 
selves "Tne  Alain." 

The  library  Is  well  patronized,  especially  the  books  of  fiction. 

The  St.  Clair  Mfg.  Co.,  40  and  52  Porter  St.,  have  just  received  their  first 
library,  but  already  state  that  it  will  find  favor  with  the  employees. 

Two  visits  have  been  made  at  this  factory. 

H.  R.  Stoepel,  330-332  Lafayette  Ave.,  was  visited  three  times,  the  com- 
mittee found  the  employer  and  manager  willing  to  have  a  library  placed, 
but  the  non-Interest- of  the  employees,  did  not  guarantee  subscribing  for  it 
just  at  present,  however  the  manager  has  promised  his  co-operation  and  we 
hope  to  soon  place  the  library. 

In  every  instance  the  employers  and  managers  have  shown  a  great  interest 
and  willingness  to  have  these  libraries  placed  in  their  factories  and  it  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  visit  the  aforementioned  institutions. 

The  American  Lady  Corset  Co,  was  visited,  but  failed  to  place  a  library. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Stella  F.  Bhitmue,  Chairmanjip 
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The  Zetema  and  Jewish  Woman's  Clubs  have  worked  together  in  estab- 
lishing traveling  libraries  within  their  jurisdiction  and  librariea  have  been 
placed  in  the  following  centers: 

Independence  Cigar  Company,  Hastings  St.  and  Forest  Ave. 

Moebe  &  Co.,  652  Hastings  St. 

W.  M.  Finck  &  Co.,  1156  Gratiot. 

Try  Square  Club,  Jewish  Charities,  239  HighSt.  E. 

Fred  Bossenberger,  249  Gratiot. 

Attitude  of  employers  is  favorable  to  the  work. 

Five  visits  made  and  five  librariea  have  been  placed  by  the  committee. 
Lbtta  Robinson,  Jewish  Woman's  Club, 
Isabella  Mackat,  Zetema,  Club, 


Representing  the  Hypatia  Club  of  Detroit,  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1905 
I  have  placed  one  Ubrary  of  62  volumes.  It  is  located  in  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Car  Shops,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Railroad  Y.  M.  C.  A.  It  was  located 
in  order  to  make  it  accessible  to  men  who  do  not  frequent  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building  near  by. 

How  well  tt  is  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  librarian  in  charge, 
and  submitted  to  me  yesterday,  as  follows: 

"Library  opened  for  shopmen  November  24,  1905. 

"Volumes — English,  50;  German,  12. 

"Number  drawn  to  January  12,  1906;     English,  44;  German,  18. 

"Notes:  We  can  use  several  volumes  of  good  German  fiction.  A  brief 
history  of  Germany.     Bayard  Taylor's  history  of  Germany.     (Eng.) 

"Robinson  Crusoe  in  German.  Any  good  German  books  for  parents  to 
read  to  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age." 

I  am  much  pleased  and  encouraged  with  the  above  report  of  the  librarian, 
evidencing  that  my  first  library  is  well  placed. 

As  the  territory  assigned  to  me  is  limited,  I  have  not  found  it  necessary 
to  make  many  visits,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  in  all. 

The  attitude  of  employer  is  generally  favorable. 

The  employees  who  are  using  the  one  library  established  could  not  well 
be  more  interested,  as  they  are  certainly  making  more  use  of  the  books  than 
was  anticipated.  Respectfully  submitted, 

InA  HoLDEN,  Hypatia  Club. 


SECOND   DISTRICT. 

Mias  Mary  S.  Miller,  Adrian,     Report. 

Of  the  25  clubs  in  my  district,  12  have  appointed  library  committees. 
Six  only,  of  these  12,  responded  in  any  way  to  the  last  set  of  questions  sent 
out.  Every  one  of  these  six  answered  the  questions:  "Could  traveUng 
libraries  be  used  to  advantage  in  your  township  or  district  libraries,"  and 
"Name  localities  where  libraries  are  most  needed,"  with  the  words, — "Do 
not  know,"  or  "Am  not  able  to  say,"  showing  plainly  that  the  committee 
had  failed  to  do  the  work  mapped  out  for  it. 

I  prepared  and  sent  out  circular  letters  to  the  editors  of  forty-six  news- 

gapers  in  my  district  explaining  the  purposes  of  the  Federation  Library 
ommittee,  and  asking  them  to  print,  free  of  charge,  both  the  letter,  and 
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my  report  of  the  work  accomplished  last  year.  I  do  not  know  how  largely 
this  was  done,  further  than  that  the  article  appeared  in  the  two  Adnan 
dailies. 

At  Mrs.  Spencer's  suggestion  I  wrote  the  school  commissioners  of  Monroe, 
Lenawee,  Jackson,  Wayne  and  Washtenaw  counties,  asking  their  hdp  in 
the  work.  I  received  no  reply  from  any  of  them  except  E.  W.  Yost, 
of  Detroit,  who  sent  me  a  directory  of  the  Wayne  county  district  schools, 
with  the  names  of  the  teachers  of  the  same,  specified  those  localities  where 
library  facilities  were  the  poorest,  and  offered  to  help  me  in  any  way  within 
his  power. 

I  sent  all  circulars  issued  by  the  library  committee  to  every  club  in  the 
district,  as  well  as  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Felker,  and  Mrs.  Custard.  Have  failed 
to  elicit  sufficient  information  in  return  to  enable  me  to  place  a  single  trav- 
eling library,  or  even  to  know  the  condition  of  a  single  district  library. 

I  have  sent  copies  of  our  circulars  to  the  officers  of  the  new  Lenawee 
'County  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  formed  last  spring,  asking  them  to 
consider  the  claims  of  library  extension  in  planning  their  future  work.  I 
shall  also  ask  the  opportunity  of  addressing  them  upon  the  subject  at  their 
next  meeting,  as  I  feel  that  here,  perhaps,  may  be  an  apportunity  for  a  more 
successful  prosecution  of  the  work  than  has  hitherto  l»en  possible. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  present  a  more  encouraging  report,  but  have 
thus  far  been  unable  to  stir  up  the  club  women  to  any  active  interest  and 
participation  in  the  work,  . 
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Hudson,  Mich. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  our  infant  library,  dedicated  March  last,  in 
a  most  flourishing  condition. 

The  building  and  equipment  represent  an  "expenditure  of  S13,500,  exclu- 
sive of  books.    We  have  3,000  volumes,  about  one-quarter  being  fiction. 

Donations  amounting  to  $1,750  were  received  last  year,  the  Woman's 
Literary  Club  giving  S25.  The  one-mill  tax  gives  us  an  annual  income  of 
$1,900.  The  library  is  a  free  public  Carnegie  library.  The  building  is  of 
field  stone  in  artistic  design. 

I  find  that  the  penal  fines  here  collected  go  into  the  contingent  fund  and 
are  therefore  not  used  for  library  purposes. 

I  am  unable  to  report  any  special  work  done  by  our  committee  or  to  give 
you  any  information  in  regard  to  district  schools. 

Florence  Frensdorf. 

Hudson,  Mich. 
I  have  been  authorized  by  the  Friday  Club  to  inform  you  that  there  has 
been  no  library  committee  appointed  this  year.  The  outlying  districts 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  Carnegie  Library  in  this  city  and  while  aa 
individuals  we  have  done  much,  as  a  club  we  have  done  nothing  beyond 
buying  for  the  library  a  fine  electric  clock. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Brims,  Sec,  F.  C. 

Jackson,  MicK 
The  Amaranth  Club  last  year  took  no  part  in  the  work  of  the  library 
extension  committee,  except  that  we  made  a  very  great  effort  to  place  on 
,the  shelves  of  our  new  Carnegie  library  a  history  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
from  1493  to  1898,  publbhed  by  the  Arthur  H,  Clark  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 
In  this  we  failed  and  since  we  were  unsuccessful  at  home,  scarcely  cared 
to  extend  our  efforts  farther. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Emma  Connelly. 

Jackson,  Mich. 

Our  Mosaic  Club  has  no  committee  for  visiting  district  schools  and  we 
have  no  way  of  finding  out  the  state  of  their  libraries. 

The  school  in  Summit  township  has  a  good  Ubrary  and  in  good  condition. 
This  is  the  only  one  that  I  can  report  on  to  you  at  the  present  time.     If 
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we  find  out  any  facts  of  interest  in  regard  to  any  of  them  I  will  let  you  know 
later.  Sincerely  yours, 

Adgdsta  Waldbon,  Cor.  Sec. 

Jackson,  Mich. 
The  Athena  Club  have  not  taken  up  any  library  work  this  year. 
Very  truly, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Cowhane,  Ex-President  Athena  Club. 

Jackson,  Mich. 
The  matter  of  appointing  a  library  committee  was  tabled  last  year  and 
nothing  has  been  done  about  it  so  far  this  year  as  there  is  very  little  of  that 
kind  of  work  to  be  done,  where  we  have  so  many  clubs  in  the  one  town, 
unless  there  could  be  some  system  about  it  so  that  the  same  ground  should 
not  bo  covered  twice;  especially  as  every  locaUty  near  us  has  a  good  library. 

Hastily  yours, 
Twentieth  Century  Club.  Miss  Harhiet  Brown. 

Jackson,  Mich. 
There  is  no  Library  Committee  in  the  Tuesday  Club. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Ladba  H.  Ford. 

North ville,  Mich. 
I  had  caused  no  report  to  be  sent  to  you  of  a  Ubrary  committee  for  the 
reason  that  none  was  appointed,  no  one  seeming  to  be  willing  to  act.  Our 
local  library  conditions  are  somewhat  unusual,  as  the  public  library  is  owned 
by  a  private  association  of  ladies  and  does  not  come  under  the  required  head 
as  I  understand  it. 

Della  F.  Harmon,  Pres.  Woman's  Qub. 

Tecumseh,  Mich. 
The  Research  Circle  Club  has  never  had  a  library  committee,  not  because 
of  indifference  but  because  there  are  adequate  library  advantages  in  our 
own  town.  ^  most  excellent  one  is  sustained  by  the  school  district,  which 
the  ladies  of  the  town  started  years  ago  and  handed  over  their  work  and 
possessions  to  school  district  if  they  would  m^ntain  a  free  public  library. 
This  library  is  patronized  by  the  surrounding  country. 
Yours, 

C.  A.  Sawyer,  Cor.  Sec. 

Wyandotte,  Mich. 
Replying  to  your  postal  asking  for  a  report  from  the  Ubrary  committee 
of  the  Wyandotte  Tuesday  Study  Club,  would  say  we  do  not  go  into  the 
work  at  all  and  have  no  such  committee. 

Anna  E.  Clare, 


Sec.  of  Tuesday  Study  Club. .  , 
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Ypsilanti,  Mich. 
Your  note  asking  for  informaUoa  about  library  work  in  the  Literary  Club 
has  been  handed  me  by  the  former  president,  Miss  King. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  hbrary  work  that  ha^  been  done  by  the  club.  In 
fact  I  think  this  must  be  entirely  new  as  I  do  not  remember  of  any  former 
communications  along  these  lines.  Kindly  advise  me  if  you  wish  anything 
presented  to  the  club. 

Claea  Vanpobsen,  Pres.  L.  L.  C. 


THIKO  DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  B.  Prindle,  Chariotte.     Report. 

Number  of  federated  clubs,  25, 

Number  of  federated  duba  that  appointed  local  committees,  10. 

Of  these  five  have  made  report  of  library  conditions. 

The  Woman's  League  of  Battle  Creek  contemplate  placing  libraries  in 
the  rural  schools. 

The  other  clubs  only  examined  the  condition  of  libraries  in  their  immediate 
towns.  The  chairman  had  a  full  notice  printed  in  the  city  paper,  calling 
attention  to  use  of  .the  proper  funds  for  hbrary  purposes  and  asked  outside 
papers  to  reproduce*  it. 

A  number  of  dubs  were  visited  throughout  Eaton  county,  and  the  matter 
of  better  library  conditions  urged. 

As  a  general  thing  the  library  funds  are  diverted  from  the  proper  chan- 
nels, llie  libraries  in  the  district  schools  are  very  small  and  do  not  p^w 
much.  The  books  aJready  in  use  were  generally  bought  with  money  raised 
by  entertainments,  etc. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  UBRARY  COMMITTEES,  THIRD  CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT. 


The  library  committee  of  the  Charlotte  Century  Club  has  endeavored  to 
improve  the  tone  of  the  city  library,  suggesting  that  the  best  class  of  fiction 
be  kept  upon  the  librarian's  table  in  easy  access  of  patrons. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  visits  made  in  different  grades  of  the  public 
schools.  D.  Louise  Smith. 

E^aton  Rapids,  Mich. 
Have  found  one  small  library  in  the  Smith  District.     There  are  about  40 
volumes,  about  two-tMrds  of  them  are  fiction  and  in  a  very  good  condition, 
kept  in  a  farm  house.    Bought  with  money  from  socials. 
Sincerely  yours, 
LiDA  W.  Slocdm,  Ladies'  History  Club. 

«•  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  Ladies'  History  Club,  of  Eaton  Rapids,  have  a  library  committee  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  ever  done  anything. 

We  have  an  excellent  city  library,  and  we  have  never  attempted  any 
work  in  the  country,  have  never  seen  an  opening. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Gertrude  Hobart,  Sec. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
We  have  no  local  library  committee  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  much 
opening  in  our  county  for  starting  libraries,  as  most  of  the  clubs  have  their 
own,  and  are  within  easy  distance  of  our  fine  public  library,  beside  a  fine 
reference  Ubrary.  We  do  not  give  any  report  at  all  of  new  work  in  Kalamazoo 
county  as  to  libraries.  We  have  turned  our  greatest  effort  of  late  toward 
civic  work.  Sincerely  yours, 

Florence  G.  Mills. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich, 
The  Twentieth  Century  Club  has  no  library  committee,  and  consequently 
there  is  no  report  to  send.  Very  sincerely, 

J  Mrs.  D,  a,  Harrison,  Cor.  Sec. 
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Marehall,  Mich. 
I  do  not  think  we  have  a  local  library  committee.     I  never  heard  of  one. 
We  have  no  public  library,  but  a  school  library  containing  both  reference 
and  fiction  open  to  teachers  and  scholars,  and  a  Ladies'  Library  Association, 
one  year's  subscription  being  $1.00,    Contains  about  4,500  volumes. 
We  are  greatly  in  need  of  a  good  public  library. 

Amelia  F.  Redfield, 
Cor.  Sec.  Monday  Club, 

Quincy,  Mich. 

I  hear  through  Charlotte  parties  that  you  would  like  to  know  about  our 
little  library.  We  are  not  incorporated  but  are  kept  alive  by  the  efforts  of 
three  ladies.  We  are  eight  years  old  and  have  seven  hundred  volumes. 
We  have  fifty  centa  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  books  and  five  cents  a  sin^e 
book.  Last  fall  we  had  a  "rummage  sale"  and  made  enough  to  put  on  the 
shelves  The  New  International  Encyclopedia  for  club  work. 

The  rent  of  a  room  in  the  rear  of  the  State  Bank  is  donated,  hence  our 
prosperity. 

We  have  on  hand  a  hundred  dollars,  and  buy  the  new  books  about  as 
soon  as  published.  Mrs.  M.  S.  Segus,  Prea.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Houghtaling,Vice 
Pres.;  Ife.  W,  1.  Barnes,  Sec,  and  lilrs.  W.  H.  Lockerby,  Treas.  I  am 
librarian  just  now  to  save  expense.  Yours  truly, 

DcELLA'J.  Sbgus. 


FOURTH   DISTHICT. 

Mrs.  Ella  S.  Custard,  Mendon. '  Report. 

The  member  from  the  fourth  district  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1905.  • 

Of  the  23  federated  clubs  in  the  district,  20  appointed  committees  or 
library  secretaries  during  the  first  year,  12  reported  library  conditions  in 
their  respective  towns,  asking  for  further  instructions,  but  when  they  were 
directed  to  go  QUtside  their  city  limits  most  of  them  reported  inability  to 
go;  some  were  silent  ever  after.  A  few  clubs  held  nobly  to  the  work.  One, 
the  Thursday  Club  of  St.  Joseph,  took  up  the  work  last  spring,  pledging  to 
care  for  a  traveling  library.  "The  work  is  being  nobly  done  under  the  lead- 
ership of  their  president. 

Circular  letters,  printed  matter  and  personal  letters  have  received  little 
attention.  Newspaper  articles  have  accomplished  little.  More  has  come 
from  personal  appeal.  I  doubt  the  advisability  of  the  reading  in  clubs  of  cir- 
cular letters. 

Traveling  libraries  placed,  four. 

One  in  district  No.  2,  Mendon. 

One  in  Arlington  Club. 

One  near  Hastings,  and  one  at  Baroda  in  Berrien  county. 

Free  Public  Library  established  at  MarceUus  through  the  work  of  a  few 
ladies  of  the  village,  assisted  by  the  district  chairman. 

Mendon  rejoices  in  the  erecting  of  a  fine  $10,000  library  building  from 
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the  Carnegie  fund.  The  citizens  are  grateful  to  Commissioner  Heineman 
for  his  assistance.  Sturgis  and  Hartford  are  working  for  the  gift.  Three 
Ejvere,  Benton  Harbor  and  St.  Joseph  have  fine  new  Carnegie  buildings. 

Libraries  registered  during  the  past  year: 

Hartford  Ladies'  Library  Association. 

Lawrence  Township  Library. 

St.  Joseph  Hollywood  Library. 

The  library  loan  of  100  books  has  been  reported  from  Benton  Harbor, 
Lawrence,  Edwardsburg  and  Marcellus. 

Library  extension  was  given  a  place  on  the  St.  Joseph  County  Federation 
program  last  April.  The  subject  was  discussed  by  Mrs.  Felker,  president  of 
M.  S.  F.  W.  C,  the  fourth  dutrict  chairman  and  a  member  of  the  Mendoa 
Woman's  Club.  Much  interest  was  shown,  two  clubs  promising  to  take  up 
the  subject  and  give  it  a  place  on  the  club  calender  for  the  coming  year. 

Three  county  commissioners  have  expressed  interest  in  the  work.  Mr. 
Ketcham,  of  Hastings,  has'  pledged  to  assist  in  Barry  county.  Mr.  Hale,  of 
Calsopolis,  sent  a  list  of  teachers'  names  where  libraries  were  needed,  "rhe 
use  of  Ubrary  money  has  awakened  some  discussion,  some  clubs  declining 
to  agitate  the  question. 

The  district  member  is  working  for  a  children's  hour  in  the  new  building 
in  Mendon.  We  wish  the  use  of  a  room  where  we  can  interest  the  young 
in  the  use  of  books;  we  have  a  plan  that  is  working  weU  so  far  and  we  hope 
that  there  will  be  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  reference  books — and  a  love 
for  books  which  are  not  classed  as  fiction. 

Your  district  member  has  found  that  personal  work  will  accomplish  more 
than  anything  else. 

We  have  whole  townships  where  there  is  neither  club,  library  nor  high 
school  to  be  found.  Who  is  to  go  to  these  people  and  teach  them  how  to 
take  advantage  of  the  library  aids  afforded  by  the  State? 


FIFTH   DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Emma  K^endrick,  Grand  Haven,     Report. 

Was  appointed  late  in  the  year  so  the  report  is  limited.     Appointed  one 
committee,  Mrs.  F.  C,  Clapp,  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  who  has  done  some  work. 


Dignz.d  by  Google 
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DISTRICT. 


Grand  Haven,  Mich. 
-  The  Woman's  Club  of  Grand  Haven  received  a  traveling  hbrary  on  China 
in  September,  1905,     Not  much  use  has  been  made  of  said  library  as  it  is 
something  entirely  new. 

Grand  Haven's  Public  Library  consisting  of  some  fourteen  hundred  vol- 
umes of  history,  biography,  travels  and  adventures,  natural  science,  law, 
political  economy,  social  science,  religion,  philosophy,  poetry  and  the  drama, 
orations,  essays,  speeches,  literature  and  language,  art  and  fiction,  books  of 
reference  and  public  documents,  is  controlled  by  the  school  board. 

The  library  contains  no  objectionable  books.     New  books  are  carefully 
selected  each  year  with  especial  attention  given  to  the  juvenile  department. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Mhs.  F.  C.  Clapp,  Woman's  Club  Lib.  Com. 


SIXTH   DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Augusta  D.  Barnes,  Howell.    Report. 

The  outlook  for  library  extension  in  the  Sixth  District  is  very  encouraging 
and  quite  a  noticeable  improvement  since  last  year.  Ladies  libraries  are 
maintained  in  the  following  places.  Uowell,  1,300  volumes;  Birmingham; 
Rochester,  1,200  volumes;  Pontiac.  Came^e  libraries  at  Lansing,  Flint 
and  Howell.  The  Lansing  school  library  of  15,000  volumes  is  housed  in 
the  $35,000  Carnegie  building.  The  Flint  Carnegie  library  contains  7,828 
volumes. 

The  Howell  Carnegie  library  building  is  nearly  finished;  and  the  ladies' 
library  will  turn  over  their  1,300  volumes  as  soon  as  the  building  is  com- 
pleted.    It  is  counted  the  finest  building  in  Michigan  for  the  cost,  $15,000. 

Federated  clubs  using  State  travehng  libraries  made  up  especially  for 
clubs:     Howell,  1;  Flint,  2;  Williamston,  1;  Pontiac,  1. 

The  Rochester  club  makes  frequent  use  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library. 
The  Leslie  E.  0.  T.  C.  club  has  305  volumes  and  raise  about  $25.00  each 
year  for  new  books.  This  library  is  free  to  club  members,  but  outsiders  pay 
a  small  fee.  Leslie  also  has  the  Tabard  Inn  hbrary.  Lansing  has  State 
library.  Agricultural  College  library,  school  library,  one  branch  library  and 
^ade  traveling  libraries.  Your  committee  has  placed  three  traveling  libra- 
ries during  the  year,  as  follows;  Howell  Farmers'  club,  Osceola  Grange, 
Hamburg  Farmers'  Club.  A  State  traveling  Ubrary  is  abo  in  use  in  the 
Renadilla  Farmers'  Club.  We  are  making  every  effort  to  keep  the  hbrary 
moneys  in  the  proper  channel. 


i,>L.ooglc 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  LIBRARY  COMMITTEES,  SIXTH  CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT. 


Birmingham,  Mich. 
I  have  tried  hard  to  get  a  traveling  library  in  several  places  but  as  yet 
have  little  encouragement.  Our  own  ladies'  library  is  alive  and  that  is  all. 
I  am  working  hard  to  place  that  on  a  firm  foundation.  I  have  little  en- 
couragement along  these  lines.  I  wish  you  would  write  to  a  Mrs.  Cummings 
at  Franklin.  It  is  a  little  place — 150  or  200,  and  just  the  place  that  needs 
it.     Hope  to  give  you  better  news.  Truly, 

M.  Baldwin. 

Flint,  Mich. 
We  have  a  beautiful  Carnegie  Library.  Library  conditions  in  the  rural 
vicinity  are  good.  Two  traveling  libraries  have  been  used  here  for  several 
years.  The  Columbian  Club  have  had  books  from  the  State  Library  at 
Lansing.  In  the  Carnegie  Library  here  we  have  7,828  books  and  expect  a 
few  new  books.  Mrs.  G.  S.  Countryman. 

Howell,  Mich. 

The  L.  L.  and  R.  A.  have  not  added  as  many  books  as  usual.  The 
library  has  1,300  volumes;  20  new  ones  this  year.  It  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  Carnegie. 

The  school  library  has  1,400  volumes  and  about  100  added  this  year. 

Leslie,  Mich. 

As  to  our  library,  the  E.  0.  T.  C.  Club  have  305  books  free  for  club  ladies. 
Outsiders  pay  five  cents.  We  have  no  State  traveling  library.  Our 
school  has  575  volumes  for  their  use.  I  know  nothing  about  Farmers' 
clubs. 

They  raise  25  or  30  dollars  every  year  to  buy  new  books;  the  club  ladies 
do  this  themselves.  Alice  Helme. 

Pontiac,  Mich. 

The  Research  Club  use  a  traveling  library  prepared  by  Mrs.  Mary  Spencer, 
State  Librarian. 

Pontiac  has  no  public  library.  The  public  schools  maintun  a  library  of 
from  four  to  five  thousand  volumes,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hixson,  librarian. 

The  Ladies'  Library  Association  has  a  small  library  (cannot  give  number 
of  volumes),  books  are  ^ven  out  from  2  to  5  o'clock  on  Tuesdays  and  Sat- 
urdays; Miss  Agnes  Cudworth,  librarian. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  tell  more  about  the  number  and  character  of|c 
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the  books  added  year  by  year.  A  card  sent  to  the  librarians  will  undoubt- 
edly bring  all  necessary  information,  I  do  not  know  of  any  organization 
of  farmers  where  they  would  desire  a  traveling  library. 

Kate  Helen  Brown,  Pres.  Research  Club. 

Rochester,  Mich. 
Would  say  our  club  has  done  nothing  in  library  work.  Our  members  make 
frequent  use  of  the  public  library  in  Detroit  as  we  are  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  city.  We  have  in  our  town  a  good  circulating  library  belonging 
to  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  (over  1,200  volumes  of  fiction  and  his- 
tory), books  loaned  every  week.  Fee,  fl.OO  per  year.  New  books  con- 
stantly added  Sosie  L.  Fox,  Cor.  See. 

Williamston,  Mich. 

Our  club  is  using  the  State  traveling  library  made  up  especially  for  our 
year's  program.  We  have  no  town  bbrary  but  each  of  the  three  Sunday 
schools  have  a  good  library  and  the  school  also  has  a  good  one,  have  just 
added  16  volumes,  costing  $96.00,  An  effort  has  been  made  several  times 
to  organize  and  have  a  town  library  and  reading  rooms,  but  failed.  They 
say  books  are  so  cheap  that  almost  every  one  owns  all  they  can  read.  A 
good  reference  library,  however,  would  be  advantageous. 

I  will  inquire  of  the  Grangers  and  country  clubs  and  report. 

Mary  Beardsley. 

SEVENTH  msTRier. 

Mrs.  Elsie  H.  Piatt,  Port  Huron.     Report. 

My  efforts  in  the  library  movement  can  be  told,  but  the  results  are  not 
in  a  get-at-able  form. 

Over  one-half  of  my  district  is  occupied  by  farmers,  tliinly  dispersed,  who 
need,  but  lio  not,  apparently,  know  it,  these  advantages.  The  federated 
clubs  are  bunched  where  the  needs  are  not  so  great.  My  efforts  at  getting 
a  working  committee  at  Lapeer  were  not  successful,  and  I  gave  up  that 
method.  Instead,  I  tried  at  my  own  expense,  advertising  in  the  news- 
papers. In  all  publications  in  my  district,  except  where  there  are  more 
than  one  in  a  town,  I  had  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  I  wanted  to  establish 
a  free  traveling  library  in  every  cross-roads  store  or  post-office  where  that 
paper  circulated.     The  effect  of  this  trial  cannot  be  told  at  present. 

The  conditions  of  two  or  three  of  my  counties,  as  shown  by  the  official 
statistics  is  shameful,  and  one  county  does  not  appear  at  all.  School  libra- 
ries in  my  county  are  well  equipped,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of 
the  county  commissioners  I  plead  with  my  own  representative  to  labor  with 
his  brother  officers  to  induce  them  to  have  a  better  shoeing  next  year.  He 
took  the  pamphlet,  marked  with  my  opinion,  and  he  showed  it  to  the 
deUnquents. 

I  have  written  or  sent  circulars  to  every  club  woman  in  ray  territorj', 
whose  address  I  knew.  Sometimes  I  attacked  society  women  at  social 
functions  until  I  am  afraid  of  being  a  bore.  I  have  asked  these  latter  to 
use  their  opportunities  in  riding  around  the  eountrj'  to  interview  small 
merchants.  Some  have  resiwnded  as  to  the  conditions  of  their  own  towns, 
with  which  they  are  generally  satisfied,  but  the  missionarj-  spirit  is  lacking. 
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The  few  libraries  that  I  have  been  instrumental  in  locating  have  been 
-entirely  satisfactory,  and  in  one  instance  the  community  were  graduated 
from  that  form  of  education  into  being  a  part  of  the  Caraegie  Library. 


EIGHTH    DISTRICT. 

No  memijer  appointed. 

NINTH    DISTRICT. 

Mre.  G.  A.  Barstow,  Onekama.    Heport. 

The  following  ten  cities  contain  clubs  in  the  Ninth  Congressional  District: 
Cadillac,  Fremont,  Hart,  Ludington,  Manistee,  Muskegon,  Newaygo,  North- 
port,  Pentwater  and  Shelby. 

Upon  returning  from  Bay  City  last  October,  full  of  the  spirit  of  organizing 
hbraries,  and  extending  the  library  interests,  I  wrote  to  the  presidents  of 
the  various  clubs  in  this  district  again,  for  the  names  of  their  library  secre- 
taries and  also  for  the  possibility  of  placing  a  circulating  or  registered  library 
in  their  immediate  vicinity  or  outlying  school  districts  or  villages.  Only 
four  responses  came,  and  each  one  conveyed  the  idea  that  they  and  their 
clubs  had  access  to  good  library  facilities  either  in  public  or  private  libraries, 
and  nothing  was  said  of  their  neighbors.  The  idea  of  "tieing  a  brother's 
keeper"  has  not  permeated  the  clubs  along  library  lines.  I  do  hope  that 
this  point  will  be  dealt  with  at  the  coming  federation,  and  the  club  delegates 
report  it  enthusiastically  to  their  various  clubs. 

During  the  early  winter  I  wrote  a  letter  explaining  the  work  of  the  library 
committee,  the  untold  good  these  little  libraries  were  accomplishing,  and  the 
abuse  having  been  made  of  the  moneys  set  aside  by  the  State  to  be  used  by 
the  various  school  districts  for  library  purposes  only,  and  stating  the  amounts 
received  by  each  township  and  the  number  of  books  purchased  through  the 
year.    , 

This  letter  I  sent  to  three  papers  for  publication.  It  was  published  by 
two,  the  third  stating  they  had  no  room  for  so  lengthy  an  article.  Before 
the  close  of  the  school  year  I  appeared  before  the  Manistee  County  Teachers' 
Association,  at  Onekama,  and  presented  the  work,  and  also  asked  each 
teacher  present  to  acquaint  himself  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  library 
money  was  being  expended  in  his  district.  If  wrongly  appropriated  to  refer 
the  board  to  the  compiled  taws. 

A  circulating  library  has  been  placed  at  Pierport;  Bear  Lake  hopes  to 
secure  one  in  a  few  days  and  Onekama  is  asking  for  a  third  exchange. 

TENTH    DISTRICT. 

Mrs.  Ida  E,  Fallass,  Petoskey.     Report. 

The  library  conditions  in  Petoskey  are  not  all  that  might  be  desired,  but 
there  seems  to  be  a  general  awakening  and  the  outlook  is  very  encoura^ng. 

There  is  at  present  a  free  public  school  library  of  1,354  books. 

There  are  three  traveling  state  libraries,  one  in  the  Art  Study  Club,  one  in 
the  Shakespeare  Club,  and  one  in  the  office  of  the  county  school  commis;- 
sioner.  L.OlKIC 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  clubs  in  this  city  a  civic  improvement  society 
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has  been  formed,  and  from  it  a  library  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  like  committee  appointed  by  the  council,  known  as  the  city 
committee.     The  object  is  to  establish  a  free  city  hbrary  and  reading  room. 

Special  members  of  the  Art  Study  Club  have  worked  zealously  for  a  city 
Hbrary,  and  they  have  been  ably  assisted  by  clubs  outside  the  Federation. 
Bay  City  has  a  large  free  public  library  known  as  the  Sage  library,  contain- 
ing 28,064  volumes.    East  Tawas  has  a  free  library,  containing  275  volumes. 

Of  the  seven  Federated  clubs  in  this  district  I  have  reports  from  the  above 
three;  the  Art  Study  Club,  Petoskey;  Woman's  Improvement  Club,  West 
Bay  City,  and  the  Ladies'  Literary  Club,  East  Tawas. 

All  clubs  have  been  supplied  with  all  printed  matter  relating  to  library 
extension  work,  also  many  towns  and  country  clulw  in  this  vicinity.  I 
have  written  twenty-four  letters  in  all;  eleven  to  Federated  clubs  and  one 
club  responded;  thirteen  to  towns  and  country  clubs  and  three  replies 
were  received. 

Although  the  interest  in  hbraries  seems  to  be  increasing  in  this  district, 
still  there  is  a  chance  for  great  improvement  in  this  matter. 

I  trust  that  through  the  earnest  effort  of  our  State  Librarian  and  those 

.  associated  with  her,  the  work  may  go  on  and  that  all  the  federated  clubs 

will  sooner  or  later  realize  their  opportunity  and  co-operate  fully  in  this 

good  work  of  scattering  Ubraries  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 

State  of  Michigan. 

ELEVENTH   DI9THICT. 

Mrs.  0.  p.  Carver,  Traverse  City.     Report. 

In  regard  to  library  extension,  I  feel  that  we  are  gradually  gaining 
in  our  work,  I  have  been  able  to  place  four  traveUng  libraries  in  my  dis- 
trict the  last  year  and  I  find  that  people  are  becoming  quite  interested.  I 
placed  one  at  Summit  City,  a  small  place  on  the  G.  R.  &  I.  R.  R.,  in  a  pri- 
vate house  and  one  at  Mayfield,  in  a  store  and  post-ofBce,  and  two  at  the 
We-que-tong  Club  House,  and  they  have  all  given  so  much  satisfaction.  I 
have  not  placed  any  registered  libraries  as  yet  or  established  any  libraries, 
but  hope  to  be  able  to  during  the  coming  year  of  1906. 


TWELFTH   DISTRICT. 

Mrs,  Lecia  D.  Strachan,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,     Report. 

In  accordance  with  my  duties  as  library  secretary  I  wrote  to  each  feder- 
ated club,  also  other  clui^,  asking  them  to  unite  mth  us  in  our  work. 

Calumet  Woman's  Club,  Mrs.  Irene  C.  Lee,  Cor.  Sec. 

Menominee  Woman's  Club,  Mrs.  Grace  Brown,  Cor.  Sec. 

Schoolcraft  Ladies'  Library  Association,  Miss  Lois  Thomas,  Cor.  Sec. 

Manistique  Woman's  Rea(^ng  Club,  Ruth  Griffith,  Cor.  Sec. 

Hancock  Home  Study  Club,  Mary  G.  Stockley,  Cor.  Sec. 

None  of  the  above-mentioned  clubs  wished  to  take  up  the  work  this  year. 
I  wrote  again  and  again  and  have  concluded  that  personal  and  aggressive 
work  is  the  better  way  to  accomplish  our  ends,  aS  circulars  or  personal 
letters  from  our  worthy  president  seemed  to  have  little  effect. 

Houghton  has  two  libraries,  the  Woman's  library  Association  and  Library 
of  Michigan  College  of  Mines. 
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Hancock  two,  public  school  library  and  Portage  Lake  Public  library. 
Painesdale,  Sarah  Sargent  Library  and  the  Quincy  Township  library  at 
Qiiincy  Mine,  with  an  aggregate  of  25,574  volumes.  The  Library  of  Michi- 
gan College  of  Mines,  having  18,529  volumes,  mostly  scientific.  The  above 
mentioned  libraries  are  all  in  mining  districte.  They  are  making  an  effort 
to  install  books  which  will  meet  the  needs  of  every  one,  that  is,  in  the  differ- 
ent languages;  and  when  we  consider  that  we  have  between  60  and  70  dif- 
ferent nationalities  it  means  quite  a  httle,  for  some,  yes  many,  never  master 
the  English  tongue. 

Schoolcraft  is  a  farming  country,  having  three  libraries.  Ladies'  Library 
Association,  consisting  of  1,340  volumes;  School  library  850,  and  the  Ply- 
mouth Circulating  Library  of  74  volumes,  the  latter  changing  every  six 
months. 

Calumet  has  a  fine  Ubrary  furnished  by  the  Calumet  and  Hecla  mine. 
They  claim  to  be  second  in  distribution  in  the  State. 

In  the  town  or  village  of  Rockland  in  Ontonagon  county,  through  the 
publication  of  an  article  in  the  Rockland  Journal,  $146.00  of  library  money 
was  procured. 

The  local  secretary  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  sent  out  in  the  spring  65  letters 
to  nearly  eveiy  teacher  in  Chippewa  county,  receiving  17  answers.  In 
January  I  took  advantage  of  the  Teachers'  County  Institute  and  asked  the 
co-operation  of  the  teachers  to  aid  us  in  the  work  of  hbrary  extension.  I 
learned  through  them  that  few  if  any  had  libraries,  but  since  our  commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Easterday,  sent  a  letter  to  every  director  in  the  county  that  the 
library  money  must  not  be  misappropriated,  books  are  being  bought  and 
we  expect  to  place  libraries  the  coming  year. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  voted,  December  9th,  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  a  traveling  hbrary  to  be  placed  in  the  Chippewa  county  house 
at  once. 

The  city  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  has  a  fine  lire  proof  Carnegie  library  containing 
3,597  volumes. 

Your  representative  visited  seven  schools  in  the  rural  districts  finding  in 
none,  books,  save  one,  and  those  should  not  have  been  in  circulation. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRAiyES. 


BY   W.    F,    LEWIS,   8CPEBINTENDENT   OF  SCHOOLS,    PORT   HnSON. 

The  Public  library  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  great  educational  forces 
of  the  country.  Along  with  the  schoolhouse  in  every  community,  even  the 
most  rural,  should  stand  this  exponent  of  democratic  ideas  and  free  insti- 
tutions. Comparatively  few  children  receive  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion. The  average  school  life  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  whole  country  is 
a  trifle  over  five  years.  When  we  think  that  three  out  of  four  of  all  pupils 
who  enter  the  primary  grades  do  not  reach  the  grammar  school,  and  that 
nine  out  of  every  ten  who  enter  the  primary  school  do  not  remain  until  the 
close  of  the  high  school,  it  is  evident  that  some  additional  means  of  educa- 
tion must  be  provided  at  public  expense.  How  can  a  boy  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  years,  who  has  left  school,  know  much  about  the  lessons  of  history? 
What  understanding  has  he  of  his  rights  as  an  individual  or  his  duties  as  a 
citizen? 

Our  Ubraries  work  in  harmony  with  the  schoob,  but  they  also  meet  a 
need  that  the  schools  have  never  been  able  to  supply.  They  give  the  place 
and  the  means  to  continue  an  education  after  school  life  is  over.  Our  free 
institutions  depend  upon  the  education  of  the  masses,  the  intelligence  of  the 
individual.  The  public  schools  furnish  the  opportunity  but  its  work  must 
be  carried  by  the  public  library.  The  schools  are  for  children,  the  library 
for  life.  That  the  public  is  alive  to  the  great  importance  of  the  library  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  last  dozen  years  they  have  had  a  larger  growth 
than  in  all  previous  years  of  their  history.  Within  this  time  all  the  great 
library  buildings  have  been  built,  the  income  for  library  purposes  has  been 
greatly  increased,  wise  laws  have  been  enacted.  State  library  Commissions 
have  been  appointed  in  twenty-five  states,  district  libraries  have  sprung  into 
existence,  w^ile  the  use  of  registered  and  circulating  libraries  is  becoming 
a  common  privilege.  Library  building  is  now  a  national  work.  Mr.  Car- 
negie's testimony  to  the  influence  of  books  upon  his  early  life  and  his  faith 
in  the  reading  habit  is  shown  by  his  princely  gifts  of  more  than  860,000,000 
for  library  purposes,  the  most  remarkable  benefaction  in  the  history  of 
philanthropy.  Michigan  has  received  thirty-four  of  his  buildings,  costing 
one  and  one-third  millions  and  serving  twenty-two  per  cent  of  our  popu- 
lation. 

Everywhere  is  library  activity.  The  value  is  not  in  what  we  have  thus 
far  accomplished  but  in  the  fact  that  schools  and  libraries  have  found  each 
other,  that  the  work  has  been  organized,  that  systems  and  standards  have 
been  fixed. 

It  is  not  until  the  last  twenty  years  that  the  libraries  of  our  great  uni- 
versities and  our  colleges  have  touched  upon  their  proper  field  of  useful- 
ness. Previous  to  this  time  the  library  was  there  but  its  place  in  the  col- 
lege work  was  small.     Its  shelves  were  full  but  its  position  in  the  active 
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life  of  the  university  was  unrecognized  and  undiscovered.  Today  our 
college  and  university  libraries  occupy  a  place  in  the  curriculum  that  is 
interesting  and  important.  The  library  is  the  heart,  soul  and  center  of 
these  great  educational  institutions.  It  is  the  workshop  of  the  college, 
where  all  students  meet  for  labor.  Its  books  are  no  longer  hidden  ia  sacred 
seclusion,  but  are  regarded  as  the  common  property  of  all  who  will  read. 

The  college  library  is  fully  recognized  as  the  laboratory  where  all  those 
studies  called  humanities  are  pursued  from  documents  as  nearly  original 
as  may  be  supplied. 

The  librarian  is  no  longer  a  superannuated  officer  of  the  institution  with 
an  honorable  title.  His  positioH  is  now  second  to  no  professor  in  the  col- 
lege. His  influence  extends  to  every  department  of  study.  He  must  know 
the  literature  in  every  branch  of  college  work  and  be  able  to  refer  students 
to  such  books  as  they  need,  with  such  system  and  accuracy  that  all  the 
resources  of  the  library  may  be  available  and  at  their  immediate  command. 

Since  1899  Michigan  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  State  Library 
Commission.  This  commission  consists  of  four  members  appointed  by  the 
governor  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Their  services  are  given  without  re- 
muneration. This  commission  is  in  a  great  measure  responsible  for  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  spirit  of  library  extension  has  spread  over  the  state 
and  for  the  activity  with  which  the  work  has  been  taken  up.  We  have  our 
State  Veterinary  Board,  Board  to  examine  Barbers,  State  Live  Stock  Com- 
mission, etc.  Surely  our  State  Library  Commission  is  equally  legitimate 
and  important,  although  not  many  years  ago  certain  legislators  thought  the 
state  .might  better  furnish  boots  than  books.  These  scholarly  men  are 
giving  generously  of  their  time  and  strength  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
new  libraries  and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  those  already  estabUshed. 
Under  their  plan  of  "registered  libraries"  any  Ubrary,  city  village,  township 
or  district,  if  free  to  the  public,  may  borrow  from  the  State  Board  of  Obrary 
Commissioners  one  hundred  books.  These  books  may  be  kept  for  a  period 
of  six  months.  If  the  Ubrary  so  assisted  makes  another  purchase  of  books, 
the  state  will  make  another  loan.  These  loans  are  made  with  the  under- 
standing that  all  money  coming  from  fines  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  Villages  large  enough  to  have  pubhc  libraries,  but  where  public 
sentiment  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  cause  their  organization,  are  offered, 
as  an  inducement  to  establish  a  library,  a  loan  of  one  hundred  books,  pro- 
vided a  library  shall  be  established  with  one  hundred  books  on  the 
shelves.  Upon  a  subsequent  purchase  of  books  another  loan  will  be 
made,  the  plan  to  last  until  the  library  becomes  self-supporting.  These 
registered  Ubraries  must  be  properly  housed  in  a  room  having  bookshelves 
and  tables.  The  books  must  be  free  to  the  public  and  the  library  open  at 
least  part  of  two  days  each  week. 

The  residents  of  cities  and  large  towns  enjoy  the  free  use  of  good  books. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  commission  to  extend  this  privilege  into  communities 
of  small  towns  where  books  and  magazines  are  few.  These  repstered  hbra- 
ries  are  varied  and  comprise  general  selections  of  good  books.  They  help  to 
piece  out  here  and  there  the  struggling  libraries  of  little  villages.  They 
arouse  interest  where  there  was  none,  encourage  where  help  is  needed  and 
convince  people  of  the  wholesome  influence  of  books  where  there  was  oppo- 
sition. 

Instances  have  come  under  my  observation  of  the  inspiration  given  by 
these  state  book  loans.  In  a  small  village  a  library  was  voted.  Sixty  old 
books  were  gotten  together  in  a  few  weeks  as  a  nucleus,  in  addition  to  the 
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huadred  books  loaned  on  the  registered  plan.  These  state  books  were  the 
better  and  newer  editions  in  history,  travel,  fiction,  biography,  and  science. 
These  volumes  were  immediately  put  in  circulation  and  interest  in  the  library 
was  kindled  at  once.  The  next  year  they  had  added  by  regular  tax  five 
hundred  books,  and  the  year  following  the  library  numbered  fifteen  hundred 
volumes.  This  library  is  now  firmly  established  in  the  community,  b  readily 
voted  financial  support  and  is  administered  with  system.  Two  other  similar 
instances  of  equal  importance  known  to  me  mi^t  be  mentioned. 

That  the  library  is  a  good  thing  for  the  city  is  never  questioned.  "Why 
is  it  not  equally  good  for  the  village  and  the  country?  The  duty  of  the 
state  is  the  education  of  the  masses.  Nothing  should  be  denied  that  use- 
fully serves  this  purpose.  No  institution  is  more  closely  connected  with 
the  Ufe  of  all  the  people  than  the  public  library.  If  the  smaller  towns  can- 
not maintain  hbraries,  the  state  should  give  systematic  aid.  By  this  aid 
through  the  State  Commission,  dead  libraries  have  come  to  life,  stagnant 
pools  have  been  converted  into  fresh  reservoirs  and  interest  in  books  greatly 
stimulated. 

In  order  to  further  their  work  of  hbrary  extension,  the^tate  Library 
Commission  have  employed  a  competent  organizer.  This  official  will  give 
advice  on  hbrary  matters.  By  personal  visits  he  will  put  heart  and  back- 
bone into  weak  and  strugghng  hbraries,  will  call  to  his  aid  the  active  sui^>- 
port  of  teachers  and  school  commissioners  in  an  endeavor  to  have  library 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  purpose  designated  by  law.  He  will  be  ready 
at  all  times  to  furnish  information  leading  to  the  improvement  of  library 
service,  will  assist  in  educating  public  sentiment  to  a  desire  for  library  privi- 
leges, and  will  be  keenly  alive  to  the  ways  in  which  a  library  may  be  most 
useful. 

Four  hbrary  institutes  wiU  also  be  held  during  the  coming  year,  for  the 
■  purpose  of  giving  inspiration  and  systematic  instruction  to  hbrarians  and  to 
promote  the  library  interests  of  the  state. 

The  second  method  of  Ptate  aid  for  library  privileges  is  by  means  of  trav- 
eling libraries  which  are  under  the  direction  of  our  very  efficient  State  Li- 
brarian, The  traveling  hbrarj'  is  for  those  who  live  in  places  remote  from 
the  pubUc  library.  Its  purpose  is,  that  these  people  may  have  the  privilege 
of  an  easy  access  to  books.  The  quiet  work  done  in  this  useful  field  has 
escaped  general  notice  and  comment.  In  1895  the  Legislature  made  its 
first  appropriation  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  traveling  libraries. 
This  amount  has  been  increased  from  time  to  time.  The  amount  set  apart 
by  the  Legislature  of  1905  for  this  purpose  being  sixty-five  hundred  dollars 
for  1906,  and  a  similar  appropriation  for  1907.  This  increase  clearly  show- 
ing that  our  law-making  body  is  convinced  of  the  importance  of  this  work. 

These  libraries  are  made  up  in  sets  of  fifty  volumes.  About  fourteen 
volumes  in  each  library  is  first  class  fiction.  Books  of  history,  science, 
literature,  travel,  biography,  with  a  touch  of  ethics  and  religion  make  up 
the  remainder  of  the  library.  These  libraries  are  sent  upon  the  application 
of  twenty  or  twenty-five  tax  payers.  For  small  towns  this  form  of  appli- 
cation is  desirable.  But  farmer's  clubs,  granges,  Epworth  Leagues,  Women's 
clubs,  or  any  other  association,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  study  or  read- 
ing, may  secure  these  books.  These  libraries  are  kept  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  with  a  privileged  extension  to  six  months.  The  expense  is  an 
annual  fee  of  S5.00.  This  pays  transportation  on  four  libraries  during  the 
year,  or  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  on  one  library.  These  boolra  are, 
usually  placed  at  some  point  convenient  to  the  public  and  are  loaned -witlv"- 
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out  charge  to  any  person  who  will  observe  the  rules  made  by  the  local  li- 
brarian or  trustee.  In  fact,  these  small  libraries  are  managed  as  nearly  as 
possible  like  a  public  library.  That  the  plan  has  already  met  with  success 
is  shown  from  the  fact  that  during  the  past  twenty  months  more  than  six 
hundred  of  these  libraries  have  gone  out  from  our  State  Capitol.  They 
have  traveled  into  nearly  every  county  in  the  state,  into  farming  districts, 
scattered  villages  and  lumber  towns  whose  days  of  prosperity  are  over.  These 
books,  sometimes  placed  in  the  corner  grocery  or  post  office,  often  give  the 
reader  his  first  real  touch  with  the  great  interests  of  life. 

No  activity  of  the  state  is  more  altruisite  in  its  economy  than  this  effort 
to  enable  the  grown  up  person  and  the  child  to  have  those  opportunities  of 
culture  and  instruction  from  books  that  only  the  rich  can  enjoy  without 
the  privilege  of  libraries.  These  circulating  libraries  often  form  a  working 
basis.  People  take  more  and  more  interest,  funds  are  raised  and  the  free 
public  library  becomes  started.  Sometimes  money  is  raised  by  entertain- 
ment or  supper  and  the  proceeds  swell  the  library  fund.  Much  has  been 
done,  but  the  traveling  library  must  expand.  The  state  cannot  afford  to 
count  the  cost  of  so  vuuable  an  agency  for  its  civilization  and  progress.  If 
ten  times  the  amount  were  appropriated  it  would  remain  a  profitable  in- 
vestment. 

The  time  should  come  when  these  books  are  available  to  all  the  people  in 
all  sections  of  the  state,  and  will  it  be  asking  too  much  from  the  state  to 
carry  this  mental  stimulus  to  the  very  doors  of  those  who,  through  chance 
or  selection,  are  passing  their  fives  away  from  social  and  intellectual  cen- 
ters? As  the  system  expands,  will  it  be  impossible  to  distribute  a  small 
collection  of  five  or  ten  books  from  house  to  house  with  a  horse  and  wagon 
in  the  manner  that  libraries  are  sent  out  from  some  of  the  great  library 
centers  in  the  East?  We  hope,  in  time,  contributions  from  the  state  may 
include  pictures,  cliildren's  periodicals,  magazines,  lantern  slides,  photo- 
graphs, as  well  as  books  for  the  old  and  young. 

The  authority  for  the  establishment  of  free  public  fibraries  is  found  in 
Article  13,  Section  12  of  the  Constitution  of  Michigan,  which  provides  for 
the  organization  of  fibraries  in  cities  and  townships,  and  that  all  fines  for 
the  violation  of  penal  laws  collected  in  the  county  shall  be  appUed  exclu- 
sively to  the  support  of  libraries,  unless  this  fund  shall  be  especially  voted 
for  school  purposes.  Under  this  constitutional  provision,  Ubrary  laws  have 
been  passed  by  our  legislature  from  time  to  time,  governing  the  establish- 
ment of  libraries  and  providing  that  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed 
in  justice  and  circuit  courts,  shall  be  applied  for  hbrary  support  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  The  apportionment  of  this  money  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  PubUc  Instruction  and  the  money  is  distributed  by 
the  County  Treasurer  each  year  before  the  first  day  of  June.  Criticism 
has  been  offered  upon  this  law  on  the  ground  that  the  prosperity  of  so  im- 
portant an  institution  should  not  bear  a  direct  ratio  to  the  wickedness  of 
the  people  and  that  this  fact  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  law  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.  Still  even  crime  may  be  made  to  offer  some  educational, 
compensating  advantages.  In  addition,  cities,  towns  and  school  districts 
have  conferred  on  them  the  permissive  right  to  tax  themselves  for  library 
support.  This  district  tax  is  doubtless  of  more  dignity  and  puts  the  free 
public  library  where  it  rightfully  belongs, .on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
pubfic  schools. 

The  law  governing  the  expenditure  of  Ubrary  money  as  appfied  to  fines 
and  forfeitures  has  been,  and  is  still  grossly  violated.     In  some  instances,  I 
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understand,  that  Boards  of  Supervisors  direct  the  County  Treaeurer  to  trans- 
fer this  money  to  the  general  fund  of  the  county  or  to  certain  other  specific 
funds,  thus  unlawfully  crippling  the  whole  county  in  its  library  efforts  and 
working  irreparable  wrong  upon  its  children.  In  the  first  place,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  act  illegally,  and  secondly,  the  County  Treasurer  is  a  law  breaker 
for  carrying  out  the  order  of  the  Board.  Justices  of  the  Peace  sometimes 
fail  to  report  the  fines  imposed  in  their  courts,  while  many  school  districts 
use  this  money,  without  the  formality  of  a  vote,  for  general  school  purposes. 
No  doubt  the  law  is  violated  often  through  the  ignorance  of  school  officers, 
but  tHat  School  Superintendents  in  cities  and  in  large  towns,  as  well  ae 
Ctrunty  School  Commissioners,  will  remain  quiet  while  this  sacred  fund  is 
used  for  ignoble  purposes,  seenis  beyond  comprehension.  In  a  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  no  trouble  would  be  necessary  to  put  this  fund  to  its  legiti- 
mate use.  Simply  to  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  ofiicials  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  with  some  earnestness,  would  place  this  money  in  its 
proper  channel.  Many  County  Commissioners  have  d(>'i6  good  work  in 
organizing  libraries  and  in  safe-guarding  this  fund.  With  the  help  of  the 
State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  the  time  is  near  when  eve^  dollar 
of  this  important  fund  will  be  applied  where  it  rightfully  and  righteously 


Our  city  libraries  are  organized,  sometimes  under  special  charters  and 
controlled  by  a  Board  of  library  Commissioners,  or  they  remain  school 
district  libraries  under  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
In  either  case,  in  addition  to  the  money  derived  from  penal  fines 
they  are  supported  principally  by  direct  tax,  which  usually  does  not 
exceed  two-fifths  of  a  mill  on  the  assessed  valuation.  In  some  in- 
stances, no  stated  amount  is  guaranteed,  but  a  yeariy  maintenance  is 
voted  by  the  Common  Council  or  by  the  people,  which  Is  usually  adequate 
for  a  moderate  support.  The  library  is  deemed  well  provided  for  if  it  re- 
ceives one-tenth  of  the  public  school  appropriation  for  a  work  second  only 
to  the  schools  in  importance.  Nearly  all  of  these  libraries  are  well  housed 
in  modem  buildings.  In  fact,  these  structures  form  a  notable  addition  to 
the  fine  public  buildings  of  the  state.  It  is  said  to  be  a  national  failing  to 
exalt  the  value  of  bricl^  and  mortar  and  to  ignore  the  unseen  value  of  study 
and  culture.  The  plans  of  these  new  buildings  are  for  the  most  part  dis- 
tinctly novel.  They  have  followed  out  a  demand  for  plenty  of  light  through- 
out the  building.  There  are  rooms  for  reading,  study  and  reference  work. 
Books  are  compactly  stored  and  are  easy  of  access,  with  adequate  protection 
from  fire  and  moisture.  A  second  story  usually  provides  a  small  audience 
hall,  rooms  for  administration  and  for  study  clubs. 

Never  before  were  the  needs  of  children  receiving  such  attention  as  now. 
The  public  library  seems  suddenly  to  have  awakened  in  its  responsibility 
for  the  little  ones.  The  children's  department  is  an  addition  of  the  last 
ten  years.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  a  common  library  regulation  to  pro- 
hibit the  borrowing  of  a  book  by  a  child  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  Not 
a  half  a  dozen  years  ago,  a  librarian  in  one  of  our  large  cities  voiced  the 
statement  that  children  should  not  be  allowed  in  the  public  library,  be- 
cause they  wore  the  books  out  so  fast.  Today  the  best  thing  we  can  say 
for  a  child's  book  is  that  it  is  worn  out  and  we  need  a  half  dozen  copies 
in  its  place.  A  few  years  ago  there  were  plenty  of  advocates  among  library 
architects  and  even  among  librarians  that  the  children's  room  might  be 
placed  in  the  basement.  Today  it  is  conceded  that  the  best  room  in  the 
building  should  be  set  apart  for  this  purpose.     These  rooms  occupied  by  the 
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children  show  an  air  of  cheerfulness  and  refinement.  They  are  well  decor- 
ated. Small  tables  and  chain  are  usually  occupied  by  interested  readers 
who  are  as  quiet  as  their  elders.  Many  of  them  are  regular  borrowers  of 
the  books  which  are  shelved  in  low  cases  around  the  walls  of  the  children's 
room.  Pictures  and  books  appropriate  to  the  season  or  of  historical  interest 
are  advertised  from  a  bulletin  board .  while  the  room  is  decorated  with  plants 
and  the  walls  are  adorned  with  pictures  or  other  works  of  art.  Certainly 
the  children's  room  has  proved  a  blessing  to  many  children  whose  homes 
are  devoid  of  these  beautiful  things.  The  story  telling  hour  has  been  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  children  to  read  some  of  the  books 
containing  the  stories  told.  Many  other  inducements  are  offered  to  help 
the  pupils  love  the  library.  But  of  all  the  efforts  the  books  themselves, 
with  their  handsome  illustrations  and  their 'attractive  bindings,  are  the 
strongest  incentives  to  library  reading.  For  this  reason  cheap  books,  poorly 
bound,  with  homely  illustrations,  printed  on  cheap  paper  should  not  be 
encouraged.  A  book  sometimes  through  its  binding,  printing  and  beauti- 
ful pictures,  imparts  an  idea  of  beauty  and  refinement  and  will  exert  an 
influence  over  a  child  even  though  he  does  not  read  it.  On  this  account, 
a  few  attractive  volumes  are  preferable  to  a  larger  number  of  much  cheaper 
ones. 

I  believe  that  children  care  less  for  fiction  than  adults;  biography,  the 
hves  of  heroes,  history,  travel  and  nature  books  appeal  to  their  imagination. 
A  taste  for  interesting  reading  once  created  in  the  children  must  direct 
their  subsequent  lives.  The  uplifting  of  the  masses  in  a  democracy  depends 
largely  on  this  cultivated  taste  for  good  reading.  Any  person  who  is  old 
enough  to  write  his  name  should  have  a  card,  and  be  allowed  to  draw  books 
from  the  city  library,  by  simply  being  identified  with  a  home  somewhere 
in  town.  Some  unthinking  parents  are  so  outrageously  mean  they  will  not 
allow  their  children  to  draw  books  on  the  parent's  card.  The  registration 
of  the  name  is  to  very  many,  people  an  irksome  task,  but  it  seems  necessary 
in  order  to  easily  trace  public  property  after  it  has  been  taken  away.  Noth- 
ing in  the  line  of  a  guarantee  by  a  property  owner  should  be  required 
only  the  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  real  name  and  residence. 

The  past  few  years  has  noticed  a  marked  development  in  the  management 
of  city  libraries.  The  hours  have  been  increased,  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  the  readers,  the  buildings  are  now  open  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  the  same  hour  in  the  afternoon,  for  six  days  in  the  week,  and  happily 
many  of  them  are  open  for  a  period  of  several  hours  on  Sunday,  thus  giving 
opportunities  for  reading  that  would  otherwise  be  devoted  to  less  important 
matters.  Ten  years  ago  the  suggestion  that  the  book  shelves  might  be 
thrown  open  to  all,  young  and  old,  and  that  the  public  should  be  ^owed 
to  handle  the  books  freely,  would  have  been  regarded  as  evidence  of  a  feeble 
mind,  and  at  the  best  would  have  been  considered  visionary  and  entirely 
undesirable.  Now-sa-days  there  is  a  great  freedom  of  access  to  the  shelves. 
They  are  thrown  open  to  all  borrowers  and  readers  with  the  most  favorable 
results.  The  best  books  of  every  kind  are  now  given  to  the  public  and 
everyone  is  welcome  to  examine  the  books  as  he  will.  The  purpose  of  the 
open  shelves  is  that  the  books  recommend  themselves  by  being  seen  and 
handled.  Many  borrowers  visit  the  libraries  not  knowing  what  they  want, 
and  by  being  allowed  to  browse  about  the  books  they  will  more  often  make  their 
own  selection,  and  in  a  measure  become  trained  to  the  intelligent  use  of  the 
hbrary.  The  old  idea  was  that  the  library  was  a  sort  of  jail,  where  the  books 
should  be  locked  up  away  from  the  public  so  that  they  might  be  always 
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fresh  and  clean.  They  were  carefully  guarded,  grudgingly  doled  out  when 
it  wae  absolutely  neceasaTy,  called  in  after  a  short  interval  to  be  restored  to 
their  honored  position  behind  the  bars.  Happily,  all  this  is  now  done  away 
with,  the  public  are  invited  into  the  closest  and  most  vital  relations  with 
the  library.  In  the  pubhc  library  with  which  I  am  most  familiar,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1904,  under  the  system  of  open  shelves,  in  which 
the  public  have  access  to  every  book  in  the  library,  but  one  book  was  lost 
or  stolen.  Even  though  fifty  books  had  been  misMng,  the  advantages  would 
have  heen  far  in  excess  of  the  loss. 

Branch  libraries  are  aow  coining  into  use  for  an  important  work  in  our 
cities  and  larger  towns.  The  reason  is  perfectly  obvious.  Branch  libraries 
are  as  necessary  in  towns  of  considerable  size  as  are  ward  schools.  It  is  as 
impossible  for  children  and  grown  people  to  obtain  an  adequate  supply  of 
books  from  one  library  as  it  would  be  for  all  the  children  to  attend  the  same 
school.  Taxation  for  the  library  is  applied  on  the  whole  city,  and  it  is  only 
just  that  equal  facilities  for  obtaining  books  be  provided  for  the  different 
sections.  Sometimes  branch  libraries  are  established  at  the  request  of  man- 
ufacturers near  their  places  of  business,  and  in  a  few  cases  these  employers 
have  paid  the  running  expenses  of  this  library.  Collections  of  books  from 
the  pubhc  hbrary,  adapted  to  various  grades  and  ages,  are  being  placed  in 
school  buildings,  not  as  immediate  hel[>s  to  the  school  work,  but  for  the  use 
of  the  neighborhood.  Other  sets  of  books  go  into  the  school  room,  and 
under  th?  skillful  teacher,  are  used  in  such  a  way  that  children  see  no  dif- 
ference between  reading  as  a  duty  and  reading  as  a  pleasure.  Fire  depart- 
ments, street-car  barns  and  the  hospitals  receive  their  collection  of  books 
from  the  main  library,  and  the  former  weariness  of  waiting  in  these  places 
has  been  •transformed  by  the  presence  of  bright,  entertaining  reading. 

The  Boston  Public  Library,  for  every  dollar  that  it  spends  for  books, 
expends  ten  dollars  to  get  those  books  into  circulation.  At  first  thought 
this  ratio  of  expense  causes  one  to  shudder,  but  I  am  inchned  to  think  that 
the  ten  dollars  are  as  legitimately  expended  as  the  one.  In  this  city,  as  in 
one  or  two  other  great  library  centers,  house  to  house  deliveries  of  from  five 
to  ten  books  are  made,  thus  bringing  reading  to  the  very  doors.  A  library, 
howsoever  large,  is  not  of  great  value  to  a  city  as  a  whole,  unless  there  is 
ample  means  for  advertising  it  and  bringing  it  to  bear  upon  all  the  people. 
The  scholar  will  find  the  library  wherever  it  is  located,  but  it  is  not  for  the 
scholar  alone  but  for  the  masses. 

The  most  important  problem  in  library  work  is  that  of  furnishing  good, 
reading  matter  to  the  people  of  country  communities.  It  is  necessary  that 
people  have  the  opportunity  to  use  their  powers  to  read  for  themselves 
during  Ufe.  Children  in  large  cities,  small  cities,  towns  and  villages,  have 
the  advantage  of  public  libraries,  and  the  most  of  them  have  access  to  read- 
ing matter  through  small  collections  of  books  kept  in  the  schoolhouse.  The 
chief  problem  as  it  appeals  to  me  is  granting  better  hbrary  privileges  to  the 
children  and  parents  of  country  school  districts.  Census  Bulletin  No.  16, 
1900,  estimates  the  number  of  people  living  in  the  country  as  forty  and  one- 
third  millions,  or  about  fifty-three  per  cent  of  the  total  population.  The 
people  in  rural  districts  read  books  more  thoroughly,  suffer  fewer  distrac- 
tions, discuss  the  books  more  carefully,  and  are  not  so  foolishly  in  a  hurry 
as  the  people  in  the  city.  It  will,  therefore,  be  evident  that  if  they  are  pro- 
vided with  a  sufficient  number  of  books,  carefully  selected,  the  greater  will 
be  the  influence  of  the  reading  habit.  (     iHl'-^k' 

Although  it  is  legally  provided  that  a  township  library  shall  Be  maiA- 
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tained  in  each  organized  township  of  the  state,  the  number  of  such  libraries 
is  gradually  decreasing.  In  1885  five  hundred  thirty-seven  townships  had 
libraries.  This  number  has  decreased  from  year  to  year  until  1904,  when 
three  hundred  seventy-four  townships  still  held  to  this  manner  of  book  dis- 
tribution. The  decrease  in  this  form  of  library  does  not  mean  a  less  to  the 
people  in  reading  privileges,  but  a  distinct  gain  as  the  district  library  has 
taken  its  place.  The  township  seems  to  be  too  large  a  unit  for  the  public 
library,  as  no  considerable  number  of  borrowers  will  go  from  three  to  sis 
miles  to  secure  their  reading.  The  student  will  do  this,  but  the  boys,  the 
girls  and  the  parents  whom  the  public  library  ought  to  reach  will  not  go  so 
far.  It  has  been  estimated  that  three-fourtli  of  a  mile  is  the  average  limit 
of  distance  that  most  readers  will  go  to  secure  books.  Beyond  this  radius 
the  number  of  readers  decreases  in  an  alarming  ratio.  Libraries  have  not 
yet  been  founded  at  the  three-fourths  of  a  mile  limit,  but  the  district  library 
more  nearly  approaches  this  important  work  in  the  library  system.  Again, 
township  libraries  are  open  usually  but  a  half-day  out  of  the  seven.  Tliere 
is  certainly  a  question  of  the  right  of  the  state  to  tax  people  for  purchasing 
books  that  are  shut  up  away  from  the  public  six  and  one-half  days  out  of 
every  week.  The  township  library  in  some  sections  of  the  state  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  and  flourish  for  years  to  come,  but  the  district  hbrary  will  come 
more  and  more  into  use  and  will  take  its  place  as  it  ought  to  among  the  chief 
agenta  of  civilization.  During  the  year  ending  September  5,  1905,  six 
hundred  seven  townships  of  the  state  forfeited  their  library  money. 

The  little  country  libraries  occupying  a  single  bookcase  are  doing  a  greater 
work  than  is  generally  supposed.  It  is  easily  found  by  comparison  that 
their  usefulness  and  their  influence  is  far  greater  than  that  of  the  larger 
libraries  in  cities  and  towns  which  are  also  better  furnished.  On  account 
of  their  excellent  work  these  district  libraries  have  a  right  to  exist,  and  are 
entitled  to  at  least  a  fair  portion  of  public  money.  The  district  library 
located  in  the  httle  school  building  is  doing  a  mighty  work  in  helping  those 
who,  after  leaving  the  district  school,  never  again  enter  any  other  educa- 
tional institution  as  a  pupil. 

Any  school  district  may  establish  a  district  Ubrary  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
at  any  annual  meeting,  and  such  district  is  entitled  to  its  proportion  of 
books  from  the  library  of  that  township  in  which  it  is  located.  These  books 
to  be  added  to  the  district  library.  This  library  is  also  entitled  to  its  share 
of  the  library  moneys  that  shall  be  raised  by  tax  in  the  township,  or  to  their 
share  of  the  fines  appropriated  to  the  township.  Under  this  law  4,665 
school  districts  in  the  state  maintain  these  libraries,  and  during  the  past 
year  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  volumes  were  added  to  the  district 
libraries.  While  during  the  same  period  less  than  nine  thousand  were 
added  to  the  township  libraries.  Twenty-two  counties  in  the  state  are 
maintaining  each  more  than  one  hundred  district  libraries,  and  in  thirty- 
nine  counties  there  are  more  than  forty  libraries.  ■  I  believe  that  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  district  library  will  prove  one  of  the  most  important 
movements  in  library  activity.  Nothing  can  be  done  to  make  life  better 
and  wider  on  the  farm.  Country  boys  and  girls  now  have  the  advantages 
of  the  telephone,  and  the  rural  mail.  They  enjoy  the  beauties  of  nature 
with  its  never  failing  charms,  but  in  addition  they  should  have,  like  their 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  town  and  city,  the  best  Ubrary  facilities  available. 
The  custom  of  diverting  money  apportioned  for  library  use,  i.  e.,  the  money 
coming  from  fines,  has  become  so  fixed  in  certain  counties  that  school  boards 
appropriate  it  yearly  for  general  school  purposes.     It  is  frequently  done 


S8  REPOftT  OP  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

without  the  formality  of  the  enabling  resolution.  Some  district  boards  are 
anxious  to  so  appropriate  the  money  in  order  to  cut  down  the  tax  rate  a 
trifle,  thus  starving  the  children  for  a  paltry  few  dollars.  There  should  be 
no  way  whatever  by  which  library  money  can  be  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  the  annual  purchase  of  books,  and  we  hope,  with  the  aid  of  the 
State  library  Board,  to  ^ve  moral  support  and  backing  to  the  County 
Commissioners,  that  the  years  will  not  be  many  before  every  dollar  of  this 
fund  is  applied  to  its  proper  use. 

In  very  many  districts  the  library  has  become  so  essential  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  that  money  for  its  support  is  very  easily  obtuned  yearly 
by  taxation,  and  the  people  eagerly  discuss  other  methods  for  its  support. 
Proceeds  from  entertainments,  suppers,  fairs,  have  been  applied  to  increase 
the  library  fund.  The  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  providing  means  for 
the  purchase  of  books  have  been  in  some  instances  heroic. 

All  honor  to  the  good  work  that  has  been  done  by  County  School  Com- 
missioners,  and  teachers  in  furthering  the  work  of  the  district  libraries.  Its 
usefulness  and  extension  must  go  on.  With  a  good  working  library  in  every 
one  of  the  school  districts  of  the  state,  adequately  supported,  what  can 
measure  its  usefulness?  The  selection  of  books  need  not  be  large,  tluee 
hundred  to  four  hundred  good  books  in  the  district  library  judiciously 
limits  children's  choice  to  those  volumes  that  will  be  helpful  in  the  studies, 
and  ingrMu  the  reading  habit.  The  influence  of  the  district  library  is  al- 
ready felt  in  reading,  spelling,  geography  and  language  work;  it  is  of  great 
value  for  special  day  observances;  it  is  an  aid  that  the  schools  cannot  do; 
its  biographies  of  heroes''^fire  the  young  mind  with  ambition,  and  instill  high 
ideals  into  the  hearts  of  children.  There  is  no  better  opportunity  to  correlate 
the  use  of  books  with  the  schools  than  in  the  district  library.  The  school 
and  the  library  are  together,  and  a  wise  direction  will  give  pupils  the 
library  habit,  with  some  hterary  tastes. 

I  have  known  teachers  who  looked  upon  the  library  with  disfavor,  feeling 
that  outside  boolcs  interfered  with  the  regular  work  df  the  schools,  but  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  the  children  were  seeking  in  the  library  for 
the  very  things  that  made  school  and  study  worth  while.  The  Indian  stories, 
stories  of  travel  and  adventure,  heroes  and  war,  outdoor  life,  birds  and  ani- 
mals, folk-lore,  fable  and  nature  study  all  appeal  to  the  growing  child,  while 
in  imagination  they  eagerly  go  with  Nansen  to  the  North  Pole  or  with.Du 
Chaillu  to  the  jun^es  of  Africa. 

Each  year  the  department  of  agriculture  expends  sums  that  reach  into 
the  millions  of  dollars  for  [investigation  of  subjects  which  are  of  vast  im- 
portance to  farmers.  The  bulletins  showing  the  results  of  these  scientific 
investigations  are  sent  without  cost  to  all  who  have  interest  enough  to 
apply.  The  peculiar  thing  about  the  matter  is  that  less  than  one  per  cent 
of  the  people  who  would  be  most  benefited  by  this  information,  ever  send 
for  the  bulletins.  The  agricultural  department  is  not  merely  passive  in  the 
matter  but  is  very  anxious  to  put  tlus  information  into  the  hands  of  the 
farmers.  They  a^o  send  cars  to  asirist  in  making  this  literature  of  the 
greatest  use.  In  my  judgment,  all  this  literature  should  find  its  way  into 
the  district  library,  ais  it  can  be  obtained  without  cost  and  is  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  people  of  the  farm.  I  simply  cite  this  as  one  instance  of  neces- 
sary and  valuable  literature  affecting  community  interest. 

A  prevailing  practice  in  all  schools  is  that  of  adhering  slavishly  to  the  text 
book,  and  not  taking  the  broad  view  of  the  subject  which  comes  from  con- 
sulting other  authors.    The  perusal  of  different  books  on  the  same  subject 
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will  make  the  Btudy  of  a  topic  more  ttLorougb,  will  induce  a  love  of  books, 
and  cause  the  people  to  acquire  the  tendency  of  turning  to  the  Ubrary  for 
instruction.  Children  should  read  a  large  number  of  books  as  well  as  read 
a  few  books  well.  They  should  read  for  pleasure,  for  instruction  and  for  per- 
fection in  speech.  Of  course  the  great  cry  now-a-days  is  for  fiction  and  more 
fiction  in  excess  of  all  other  books.  This  would  show  a  large  demand  for  read- 
ing as  pure  recreation.  To  the  majority  of  people  who  work  hard  day  by  day,  I 
suppose  the  novel  gives  a  glimpse  of  the  ideal  life,  and  in  its  reading  they 
lose  for  a  time  the  hardships  of  the  present  day.  I  think  the  most  of  us 
will  confess  to  more  or  less  genuine  pleasure  even  in  the  ordinary  novel 
such  as  "The  House  of  Mirth,"  and  "The  Debtor."  Children,  however, 
read  less  fiction  than  do  their  elders.  The  quaint  old  town  of  Salem,  of 
witch-craft  fame,  confesses  that  eighty-two  per  cent  of  her  readers  choose 
fiction,  while  a  larger  city  in  the  middle  west,  distinguished  for  its  beer, 
has  the  fewest  fiction  readers  of  any  city  in  the  country.  Children  left  to 
themselves  will  not  select  the  best  books,  sometimes  they  will  choose  the 
worst.  Such  titles  as  "Slugpng  Tim"  and  "The  Ranger  of  the  Wild  West," 
will  appeal  to  a  vigorous  growing  boy.  It  therefore  is  the  duty  of  the  school 
as  a  responsible  factor  of  the  boy's  life  to  see  to  it  that  the  best  books  are 
placed  before  him.  Not  only  that,  but  his  interest  must  be  aroused  so  that 
he  will  read  thrae  books  and  form  something  of  a  taste  for  them.  It  is  not 
enough  to  hint  that  certain  books  are  good  to,read,  or  that  they  may  be 
found  upon  the  shelves  of  the  book-case.  Interest  must  be  aroused  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  children  will  read  them.  It  is  not  necessary  that  chil- 
dren pass  through  that  stage  of  intellectual  measles  and  live  through  a 
period  of  reading  trash  to  acquire  later  on  an  appetite  for  good  books.  It 
IS  not  always  necessary  to  be  familiar  with  the  bad  in  order  to  know  the 

Sood.  Some  years  ago  the  Hull  House  settlement  took  up  the  work  of  en- 
eavoring  to  induce  the  housekeepers  in  the  vicinity  to  do  their  cooking  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  modem  hygiene.  A  day  or  two  after  the  first 
lesson  was  given,  a  poor  woman  came  into  the  office  and  with  tears  in  her 
eyes  said  "I  don't  like  to  eat  hygienes.  I  want  to  eat  what  I'd  ruther." 
Now  children  will  read  what  they'd  "ruther."  The  problem  of  the  teacher 
is  not  in  keeping' away  the  bad  reading,  but  in  elevating  the  taste  so  that 
the  boys  and  girls  will  prefer  the  best. 

It  would  be  a  bold  prophet  who  w(juld  predict  the  extent  or  even  the 
direction  of  hbrary  growth  in  Michigan  during  the  next  decade.  There  are 
certfun  tendencies,  however,  which  are  based  upon  the  work  of  the  past  few 
years.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  present  will  result,  I  think,  in  an  increasing 
steady  growth  as  well  as  in  an  increased  efficiency.  Of  course  nearly  aU 
^owtb  and  development  has  its  jumps  which  are  followed  by  a  relapse. 
There  is  strong  enthusiasm  and  great  interest  followed  by  a  wane.  This 
tendency  will  have  to  be  offset  by  strengthening  the  library  among  the  tax- 
payers, by  securing  increased  appropriation  for  their  support.  I  feel  sure 
that  the  present  State  library  Board  will  be  given  more  authority  which 
will  result  in  a  wider  extended  state  inspection.  More  and  more  libraries 
will  be  formed,  especially  will  the  district  library  increase  in  numbers  and 
develop  in  usefulness.  It  ia  the  proud  boast  of  Massachusetts  that  every 
one  of  her  townships,  numbering  three  hundred  fifty-three,  has  its  public 
library.  We  believe  that  Michigan,  with  a  louder  voice,  and  with  greater 
pride,  will  assert  that  every  school  district  in  the  state,  numbering  7,338, 
will  possess  a  good  working  hbrary.  This  is  an  age  in  the  development  of 
pubho  utilitjes,  electric  lighting  and  gas,  court  nouses,  improvement  of 
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roads,  public  buildings,  more  money  for  the  public  schools,  all  these  agencies 
heap  up  the  taxation  until  the  tax-payers  groan  beneath  their  load.  But 
the  public  library  must  be  ranked  of  equal  importance  with  any  educational 
agency  demanding  public  aid. 

President  Elliott  has  called  our  attention  several  times  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  public  in  matters  of  education  and  he  suggests  that  our  ex- 
penditures will  in  the  near  future  seem  to  have  been  niggardly  in  compari- 
son with  what  will  then  be  regarded  as  necessary.  Library  legislation  will 
be  more  stringent  and  the  acts  which  now  enable  public  libraries  to  be  sup- 
ported by  taxation  will  be  exchanged  by  mandatory  legislation,  compelling 
their  establishment  and  support  in  a  manner  not  different  from  the  public 
schools. 

The  number  of  books  drawn  from  libraries  in  the  United  States  yearly  is 
not  far  from  ninety  milHons,  scarcely  more  than  one  book  per  year  for  each 
inhabitant.  The  reading  people  read  many  books  yearly,  still  the  book  bor- 
rowers, even  in  our  cities,  number  Scarcely  one-tenth  of  the  population.  Who 
are  not  readers?  Very  many  children,  laborers,  clerks,  mechanics,  and 
business  men.  The  mountain  must  be  brought  to  Mohammed.  They  must 
he  sought  out  and  books  left  at  their  doors.  The  successful  hbrary  will  be 
the  one  that  not  merely  opens  its  doors,  but  that  takes  up  the  active  work 
of  sending  its  books  into  nearly  every  home.  I  believe  the  district  school- 
house,  with  its  library,  will  be  the  common  meeting  ground  for  evenings  of 
recreation  and  study  tor  the  neighborhood.  The  libraries  are  the  most 
democratic  of  institutions.  Here  we  can  all  meet  on  a  level  regardless  of 
politics  or  creed.  Libraries  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  work  of  the 
schools  to  an  extent  we  scarcely  imagine  now.  It  will  be  the  laboratory 
for  all  those  studies  outside  the  sciences,  and  will  be  justly  entitled  to  the 
same  liberal  support  as  the  scientific  laboratory.  Worn  books  and  empty 
shelves  will  measure  the  activity  of  the  future  library.  It  will  be  advertised 
and  exploited,  and  we  hope  become  so  necessary  that  the  laboring  man  who 
contemplates  building  a  home,  will  inquire  about  the  library  privileges  of 
the  neighborhood  as  he  now  enquires  about  the  schools. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

January  30,  1907. 
Hos.  FitF,i>  M.  Warner, 

Gotcnior  of  llichigan: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  8u^nlit  the  seventh  annual  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Library  CommiBfiioners  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1906. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  B.  Peter, 

President. 
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MICHIGAN   STATE  BOARD  OP  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Report  op  the  Secretary. 

Thia  report  contains  statements  from  the  different  organizatioas 
which,  during  the  past  year,  have  worked  together  in  the  interest  of  li- 
brary eitenaion  in  the  state  of  Michigan.  By  their  concentrated  and 
harmonious  efforts,  a  great  advancement  has  been  made  in  the  library  in- 
terests of  the  state.  The  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  County 
CommisaionerB  of  Schools,  the  Wouien's  Clubs  and  the  county  organ- 
izers of  village  and  rural  libraries  have  all  worked  faithfully  and  with 
enthuaiaam,  with  one  object  in  view — that  of  building  up  a  strong  and 
enduring  library  syetem  in  this  state.  The  result  has  been  that  from  all 
points  come  inquiries  for  information  and  requests  for  help.  New  school 
libraries  are  being  organized;  old  district  and  townahip  libraries  have 
awakened  to  a  seuae  of  their  privileges  and  are  using  the  penal  fines 
for  the  purchase  of  books  nnd  availing  themselves  of  the  hundred 
book  loan  offered  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  The  past 
year  the  Board  has  endeavored  to  enlarge  the  aeope  of  the  plana  already 
established  for  library-  extension  and  has  also  carried  out  new  plana 
as  far  as  poaaible  with  the  limited  appropriation  provided  for  the  work. 

The  Depabtmest  of  PfBLic  Instruction. 

This  department  haa  been  eapecially  active  in  all  matters  relative  to  li- 
brary expanaion.  The  use  of  the  penal  fines  has  been  carefully  investi- 
gated, and  in  the  case  of  the  misuse  of  tliiH  money,  prompt  and  emphatic 
notice  has  been  ser^■ed  on  the  offenders — in  many  oasea  the  delinquency 
has  been  more  that  of  carelessness  than  of  intent  and  upon  request,  the 
diversion  of  theae  funds  has  been  corrected. 

Legislation  has  also  been  prepared  by  the  department,  which  will 
largely  increase  the  usefulness  of  our  library  ayatem.  The  Board  of 
Library  Commisaioners  wishes  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  given 
it  by  W.  H.  French,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  whose 
counsel  and  ex^terience  have  added  largely  to  the  auccesa  of  the  work. 

County  Commissioners  of  Schools. 

Many  letters  have  been  received  from  these  officerB,  endoraing  the  ef- 
forts of  the  board  to  build  up  the  township  and  district  libraries  of  the 
state.  While  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  relative  usefulness 
of  theae  two  ayatems.  all  are  agreed  that  a  strong  library  in  a  town  or 
district  means  a  strong  school.  Owing  to  unavoidable  delay  in  sending 
out  the  necessary  blanks,  the  report  of  the  school  libraries  does  not  ap- 
pear in  this  report.  An  exhaustive  statement  of  library  conditiona  will 
appear  in  the  next  report  of  the  Board. 
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A  plan  wbicb  will  result  in  an  increased  use  of  the  traveling  libraries 
in  the  more  remote  counties  of  the  state,  is  now  being  formulated  by  the 
Board.  Under  this  arrangement  a  number  of  traveling  libraries  will  be 
sent  to  the  ofSce  of  the  county  commissioner,  or  to  some  depository  named 
by  that  officer,  who  will  also  place  the  work  under  resiwnsible  care  and 
from  that  point  the  libraries  may  be  loaned  to  the  more  remote  and  In- 
accessible parts  of  the  county.  This  experiment  has  recently  been  tried 
in  Houghton  county,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

LiBBARY  Committee  State  Federation  Women's  Clubs. 

The  reports  of  this  committee  show  faithful  and  persistent  effort  on  the 
part  of  its  members.  That  full  success  has  not  been  attained,  is  owing 
to  the  lack  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  local  clubs.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  Federation  Committee  to  be  successful  in  the  larger  sense,  unless  its 
members  receive  from  the  local  clubs  all  along  the  line  a  sympathetic  re- 
sponse to  their  appeals  for  co-operation.  It  is  difficult  to  realize  the  re- 
sults which  could  be  obtained  if  every  local  club  in  the  federation  would 
appoint  a  library  committee  to  work  out  the  various  library  problems 
in  its  locality. 

Think  what  this  would  mean — an  intelligent  investigation  by  mothers 
of  the  books  which  their  children  are  reading,  building  up  poor  libraries 
and  establishing  new  ones,  selection  of  good  books  and  discarding  vicious 
ones,  placing  traveling  and  registered  libraries,  furnishing  collections  of 
books  to  the  sick  children  who  are  shut  in  and  often  times  found  in  pov- 
erty and  sorrow,  carrying  to  many  desolate  places  the  "sweetness  and 
light"  of  good  reading.  A  little  time  given  by  each  club  to  this  work 
would  produce  manelous  results,  and  add  largely  to  its  influence  and 
usefulness. 

The  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  will  afford  the  clubs  all  possible 
help  in  this  movement.  Printed  material  will  be  sent  when  requested, 
lists  of  good  books  will  be  furnished  and  all  inquiries  will  be  promptly 
answered  by  the  member  of  the  federated  committee  in  the  congressional 
district  where  the  club  is  located. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  in  many  localities  active  efforts  on  the 
part  of  the  club  women  have  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  free  public 
libraries,  the  nucleus  for  which  has  often  been  the  books  belonging  to  a 
ladies'  library  association.  The  free  public  library  established 
in  Laingsburg  through  the  efforts  of  the  Women's  Clab  is  a  good  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  the  unselfish  effort  of  a  few  faithful 
women. 

Library  Training. 

Acting  under  the  resolution  passed  by  the  board  in  October,  1905, 
three  library  institutes  were  held  in  this  state,  the  Board  acting  in  con- 
nection with  the  State  Association  of  Librarians.*  Proceedings  of  these 
institutes  are  included  in  this  report. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  important  work  done  by  the  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  during  the  past  year  was  the  establishment  of  training 
schools  in  the  Normal  College  at  Ypsilanti  and  the  three  normal  schools 
at  Kalamazoo.  Marquette  and  Mt.  Pleasant.  These  classes  were  opened 
the  25th  of  June  and  closed  the  .3rd  of  August.    The  object  of  this  plan 
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was  to  give  the  teachera  of  the  rura)  ^^chools  and  in  the  small  towna 
and  villages,  who  are  generally  the  custodians  of  the  school  libraries, 
the  elementary  training  which  will  enable  them  to  use,  and  help  the 
pupils  to  use  the  books  in  an  intelligent  manner.  Practical  instruc- 
tion was  given  on  the  following  subjects: 

General  care  and  management  of  a  small  library. 

Selection  of  books. 

Practical  use  of  school  libraries.   . 

Accessioning. 

Classification. 

Cataloguing. 

Reference  work. 

School  work. 

Special  lectui«s  were  given  on  topics  of  value  to  the  librarians  of  small 
libraries,  but  the  work  was  largely  practical  and  individual.  Model  li- 
braries were  also  arranged  for  the  use  of  the  students.  In  order  to 
awaken  the  interest  of  the  teachers  and  invite  their  attendance  upon  the 
classes  in  library  science,  at  the  close  of  the  work  certificates  were  issued, 
stating  that  the  holders  had  taken  tbe  course  and  were  qualified  to  select 
books  and  manage  small  libraries  which  may  come  under  their  care. 
The  holders  of  these  certificates  are  also  in  close  touch  with  the  secretary 
of  this  board,  who  is  ready  to  assist  them  in  all  details  of  library 
management. 

The  result  of  this  work  has  been  to  place  in  a  number  of  counties  in  the 
state,  an  instructor,  upon  whom  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
may  call  for  the  information  which  they  may  desire  regarding  libraries 
and  also  whom  they  may  send  to  different  points  in  tbe  county  to  aid  tbe 
teachers  in  the  organization  and  management  of  their  libraries.  The  ad- 
vantages of  this  plan  have  been  more  than  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense and  labor  involved.  Reports  from  the  instructors  engaged  in  this 
work  are  included  in  this  document. 

The  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  is  preparing  to  carry  on  the 
work  as  explained  above  in  a  larger  way  than  was  possible  during  the 
past  year.  The  course  of  library  science  will  again  be  organized  in  the 
normal  schools,  and  in  the  teachers'  examinations  credits  will  be  given  to 
those  who  have  taken  the  course  in  library  training. 

In  addition  to  this  work  a  two  weeks'  course  in  library  science  was 
placed  by  the  Board  in  the  county  normal  training  school  at  Manistee. 
Miss  Ruth  it.  Wright,  an  assistant  in  the  State  Library,  had  charge 
of  its  instruction.     Twenty  students  availed  themselves  of  this  course. 

Representatives  from  the  State  Library  attended  the  following  meet- 
ings: 

January  19,  library  opening  at  Fenton. 

March  31,  meeting  of  school  officers  at  Jackson. 

May  10,  county  teachers*  association  at  Flint, 

Orcv.mzation  op  Libiubies. 

In  April,  at  the  request  of  the  Sui>erintcndent  of  Schools  at  Oxford, 
an  assistant  in  (he  State  Library  was  sent  to  classify  and  catalog 
the  High  School  Library  in  that  village.  The  work  was  l)egnn  April 
17th  and  continued  until  May  4th. 
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The  orgauizer  found  a  w.ell  selected  collection  of  some  Bereo  buDdred 
books,  not  including  several  sets  of  periodicals,  bistory  and  literature 
predominating.  The  books  were  not  in  any  order  as  there  was  no  system 
of  classification  in  use.  In  preparation  for  the  work  of  re-organizing  a 
condensed  accession  book  had  been  ordered  from  the  Library  Bureau,  as 
well  as  a  catalog  caw  of  four  trays  and  a  supply  of  standard  size  L.  B. 
cards.  The  books  were  first  accessioned,  then  classified  by  the  Dewey 
decimal  system,  three  figures  only  being  used  exoept  in  travel,  then  cata- 
loged on  the  L.  B.  cards,  the  cards  being  typewritten.  All  books  so  worn 
as  to  necessitate  rebinding  were  made  ready  for  the  bindery,  while  those 
needing  repairs  were  mended  by  the  pupils  under  the  direction  of  the 
organizer.  The  card  catalog  was  arranged  upon  the  dictionary  plan, 
authors,  subjects,  and  titles  being  put  in  one  alphabet. 

There  was  a  lively  interest  displayed  in  the  work  both  by  tbe  teachers 
and  pupils  and  by  the  townspeople  as  well.  The  president  of  the  Board 
of  Education  visited  the  school  while  the  work  was  in  progress  and 
showed  much  interest  in  and  satisfaction  with  the  methods  employed. 
The  Superintendent  was  desirous  of  making  the  re-organized  collection 
intelligible  to  the  pupils,  and  at  his  request  the  organizer  gave  a  short 
talk  before  the  school  on  modern  library  methods,  explaining  the  system 
of  classification,  and  the  card  catalog. 

No  report  has  been  received  as  to  the  subsequent  use  of  the  library,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  interest  aroused  at  this  time  will  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing both  the  size  and  usefulness  of  the  collection. 

The  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  sent  one  of  their  assist- 
ants, in  August,  to  organize  the  Howell  Carnegie  Librae}'.  This  is 
incorporated  as  a  township  library  with  a  board  of  six  members.  The 
115,000  building  was  given  by  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  Ladies'  Library' 
of  Howell  gave  about  1,300  books  and  other  gifts  and  new  books  pur- 
chased, brought  the  accessions  up  to  about  2,300.  The  books  were  classi- 
fied and  cataloged,  the  simplified  Newark  chat^ng  system  was  installed 
and  the  library  was  put  in  thorough  working  order. 

Adrice  and  active  assistance  will  be  rendered  by  the  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  in  tbe  oiganization  of  new  and  tbe  re-organization  of 
old  libraries.  In  the  matter  of  small  collections  of  books  the  students 
who  took  the  course  in  library  science  at  the  summer  schools  will  be 
available  for  this  work,  for  which  traveling  expenses  and  a  per  diem 
will  be  paid  by  the  Board.  For  the  work  in  the  larger  libraries  a 
trained  assistant  will  be  sent  from  the  State  Library. 

Reports  of  Associate  Libraries. 

The  statistical  statement  of  the  assm-iate  libraries  is  included  in  tbe 
biennial  report  of  the  State  Librarian.  The  reports,  added  to  this 
document,  ai-e  more,  general  in  their  nature,  and  many  of  them  will 
give  helpful  suggestions  to  the  smaller  libraries.  Among  the  more 
interesting  reports  are  those  of  l>r.  Theodore  W.  Koch,  Librarian  of 
the  University  of  Michigan;  Mr.  Henry  Utiey.  Librarian  of  the  Detroit 
Public  Libi^iy;  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Bnuck,  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Public 
Library;  Mi-s.  10.  S.  (Irierson.  of  the  Calumet  &  Hecia  Library,  and 
Miss  Gertrude  Humphrey,  Librarian  of  the  Lansing  Public  Library, 
Mr.  Ranck's  i-eport  is  so  exhaustive  and  so  full  of  valuable  suggestions 
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that  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  priut  it  intact.  Many  of  the  activities 
meatioaed  by  Lim  can  be  siicceHsfuily  carried  on  by  smaller  libraries, 
to  the  great  advantage  of  tbeir  patrons. 

In  summing  up  the  activities  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Com 
inissioners  dnring  the  past  year,  while  the  work  has  been  complicated, 
tlie  situations  often  perplexing  and  sometimes  discouraging,  yet  taken 
as  a  whole,  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  library  extension 
in  Michigan,  and  the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  full  of  promise. 

MaHV   <_'.    Si'EXCBB, 

Secretary. 


REPORTS  OF  LIBRARY   INSTITUTES. 

LiBRABY  Institutes  Helo  Under  the  Co-operation  of  the  State  Board 
OF  LmRARY  Commissioners  and  the  Michigan  Library  Association, 

The  first  institute  was  held  in  Hudson,  January  23-24.  Electra  0. 
Doren,  director  of  the  Western  Reserve  university  library  school,  Cleve- 
land, was  the  conductor,  assisted  by  Miss  Caroline  Burnite,  head  of  the 
children's  department  of  the  Public  library  of  Cleveland.  They  were 
assisted  by  Miss  G.  M.  Walton  of  the  Normal  College  Library,  Ypeilanti. 
Mr.  Theodore  W.  Koch,  Librarian  of  the  University  library.  Miss  Mamie 
E.  Havens  of  the  local  Library  and  Miss  Gertrude  P.  Humphrey  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Lansing. 

The  institute  began  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  23rd,  and  ad- 
journed at  noon  the  following  day.  The  subjects  treated  at  the  institute 
were  along  the  following  general  lines: 

Miss  Doren  spoke  on  library  organization  and  administration, 
including  the  selection  and  buying  of  books,  records  and  ac- 
counts. Miss  Burnite  covered  the  various  phases  of  work  with  chil- 
dren iu  the  modern  public  library.  Both  Miss  Doren  and  Miss  Burnite 
furnished  much  illustrative  material,  including  lists  and  syllabi  of  the 
lectures.  Mr.  Koch  explained  the  value  of  Library  of  Congress  and  other 
printed  cards  for  small  libraries,  proving  his  points  by  a  miniature  dic- 
tionary catalog.  Tuesday  evening  a  stereopticon  lecture  on  Carnegie  li- 
braries was  also  given  by  Mr.  Kocb,  Miss  Mamie  E.  Havens  explained  the 
methods  of  the  local  library.  Miss  Humphrey  spoke  of  loan  systems,  con- 
sidering the  Brown  and  Newark  as  typical  ones.  Their  mutual  advant- 
ages and  disadvantages  were  brought  out  with  illustrative  material  and 
the  modified  Newark  i-ecommended  for  the  average  small  public  library. 

Ten  Michigan  libraries  were  represented  at  the  institute  by  twenty 
people,  as  follows:  Tecuinseh  2.  .Adrian  2.  Hillsdale  1.  Lansing  State 
Library  4,  Uinsing  Public  Library  1.  Battle  Creek  1.  (Si-and  Rapids  2, 
Ann  Arbor  (University)  2,  Ypsilanti  Normal  College  2,  Hudson  2. 
Besides  the  librarians  several  much  inteivate<l  library  trustees  and 
numbers  of  local  club  women  attended  the  various  sessions. 


i.vCooglc 
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The  second  library  institute  was  held  in  Traverse  City,  January  26-27. 
All  sessions  of  the  meeting  were  held  in  the  Carnegie  Library  lecture 
room. 

The  speakers  and  program  were  largely  the  same  as  at  Hudson  with 
the  following  variations.  Mr.  Koch,  the  first  vice-president  o(  the  Asso- 
I'iation.  presided  until  the  president,  Mr.  Banck  of  Grand  Rapids,  ar- 
rived on  the  second  day.  That  evening  the  latter  gave  an  enthusiastic 
talk  on  "interesting  the  public  in  the  library."  Miss  Helen  Stout,  the 
local  librarian,  explained  the  methods  used  in  the  Traverse  City  library 
and  Miss  Hnoiphrey  added  a  discussion  of  "Library  Records." 

After  the  addi-ess  of  Mr.  Itauek  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  de- 
voted to  social  pleasures.  First  one  hundred  invited  guests  were  given  a 
delicious  supper  by  the  woman's  clubs.  This  was  followed  by  an  inter- 
esting program  presided  over  by  Mr.  Sprague,  president  of  the  Library 
Board.  The  Mayor,  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  other  important  lo- 
cal personages  were  called  on  for  speeches.  )fuch  good  was  acooniplished 
for  the  library  by  this  evening  and  the  visitoi's.  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  contributed  to  the  occasion,  felt  that  they  had  profited  much. 

The  special  features  of  this  institute  compared  with  that  of  Hudson, 
were  the  attendance  of  a  proportionately  large  number  of  teachers 
with  several  superintendents  of  schools,  and  their  participation  in  the 
discussion  of  library  work  for  children  with  special  emphasis  on  the 
reading  as  given  by  Miss  Burnite;  and  also  the  great  interest  taken  in 
the  meeting  by  the  newspaper  people  of  the  town.  The  libraries  and 
schools  of  .\nn  Arbor,  East  Jordan,  Frankfort.  Grand  Rapids,  lousing, 
Manistee  and  Traverse  City,  were  represented  to  the  number  of  nine 
persons,  altlio  the  librarians  from  small  libraries  in  the  vicinity  did 
not  attend  ae  had  been  hoped.  Twenty-one  were  in  attendance  at  some 
of  the  regular  sessions. 

This  meeting  was  considerably  more  informal  than  the  one  at  Hudson 
altho  it  was  attended  by  more  of  the  general  public  than  the  previous  one. 

The  mutual  benefits  of  membership  in  both  the  American  and  State 
Library  Associations  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  present 
at  both  of  these  institutes.  The  various  valuable  publications  of  the  A. 
L.  A.  were  especially  noted  for  their  practical  aid  to  small  libraries,  a 
considerable  collection  of  these  tracts  being  supplied  for  examination 
and  sale  through  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Librarian,  who  also  furnished 
sample  copies  of  a  finely  illustrated  edition  of  sixteen  books  which  Miss 
Burnite  recommended  that  every  children's  librarian  should  know.  A 
model  Library  Bui-eau  sample  collection  of  library  tools  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  was  kindly 
loaned  by  them  for  exhibition  at  Traverse  City,  Outlines  of  subjects  dis- 
cussed and  illustrated  samples  were  distributed  at  both  institutes. 

ISIIPEMIXG. 

The  third  of  the  institutes  was  held  at  Ishpeming,  May  17-18.  It  was 
conducted  by  Miss  Hazeltine,  preceptor  of  the  Wisconsin  library  school 
assisted  by  Mrs.  E,  fi,  Grieraon  of  the  ('alumet  Public  librarv  and  Mr. 
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Theodore  W.  Kocli  of  the  University  Library.  Tliere  was  an  average  at- 
tendaoce  of  15  library  workers  at  the  four  sessioDB,  representing  the 
libraries  of  Calumet,  Escanaba,  Iron  Mountain,  lehpeming,  Marquette, 
Negaunee  and  Painsville.  Practically  all  who  attended  the  Ishpemiog 
institute  were  librarians  or  library  assistaats.  The  club  women  were 
not  represented  and  trustees  and  teachers  were  in  evidence  for  a  short 
time  only.  ]>espite  these  facts  the  attendance  at  Ishpeming  averaged 
larger  than  at  the  previous  institutes.  Moreover,  while  the  programs 
for  the  Hudson  and  Traverse  City  institutes  were  arranged  before  hand 
as  to  details  of  time,  at  Ishpeming  these  were  left  to  the  circumstances 
arising  from  day  to  day.  The  free  and  easy  discussion  of  almost  every 
question  brought  up  was  one  of  the  delightful  characteristics  of  the 
meetings.  As  one  of  the  visiting  librarians  put  it,  everybody  enjoyed 
the  institute  because  she  had  such  ample  opportunity  for  doing  some 
talking  on  her  own  account. 

Miss  Hazeltine,  in  opening  the  institute,  said  that  one  to  i»e  successful 
must  believe  that  his  work  is  the  most  important  that  was  being  done. 
Library  people  must  have  this  same  feeling  towards  their  own  work 
if  they  wish  to  succeed  to  the  utmost.  Any  library  meeting  makes  us 
feel  that  we  are  taking  part  in  a  great  world  movement.  The  library 
opens  a  school  for  life  to  any  one  who  cares  to  enter.  It  is  not  the  one 
big  library,  but  the  thousand  smiiil  ones  that  mean  the  most  to  the  people 
at  large. 

Miss  Hazeltine  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  library  was  a  force 
which  touched  every  side  of  every  phase  of  life.  In  the  small  town  indi- 
vidual work  can  be  done  better  than  in  the  large  place,  and  the  needs 
of  the  patrons  of  the  library  anticipated  and  kept  in  mind.  The  bar- 
renness of  the  lives  of  many  people  in  small  towns  and  rural  commun- 
ities gives  ample  opportunity  for  the  librarian  to  use  his  personal  equip- 
ment and  all  library  material  at  hand.  Children  must  be  reached 
early  in  life  if  they  are  ever  to  have  a  permanent  appreciation  of  books. 
The  library  of  a  small  town  should  tie  the  most  familiar  and  sympathetic 
ground  with  the  schools  of  the  place.  Library  institutes  have  shown 
growth  in  their  work  since  they  were  started,  and  now  time  is  devoted  to 
broad  questions  and  fundamental  matters. 

Mrs,  Grierson,  librarian  of  the  Calumet  Library,  gave  a  helpful  talk 
on  assistance  to  readers. 

Miss  Hazeltine  followed  with  a  practical  talk  on  book  selection  and 
buying.  Mr.  Kooh  gave  an  evening  stercopticon  lecture  on  Carnegie 
Libraries  in  the  United  States.  At  the  closing  session  he  explained  the 
use  and  value  of  Library  of  Congress  and  printed  cards  for  small  li- 
braries. Miss  Hazeltine  explained  the  various  methods  and  uses  of  the 
preservation  of  art  material  and  coc<tume  plates.  A  discussion  of  peri- 
odicals, binding  and  mending  completed  the  program. 

These  pioneer  library  institutes  for  which  the  State  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  paid  nut  a  comparatively  large  amount,  cost  them,  accord- 
ing to  a  careful  estimate,  one  dollar  for  the  instruction  received  by  each 
library  assistant.  In  addition  thei-e  were  four  public  meetings,  at 
some  of  which  very  definite  good  was  accomplished  as  at  Traverse  City. 
A'ery  beneficial  results  have  since  been  reported  from  Hudson.  Besides 
much  indirect  help  and  stimulus  was  given  to  the  work  tbroughout 
the  state,  by  the  presence  of  some  of  the  lM>st  known  and  most  efficient 
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library  workers  in  the  countr.v.    Their  part  in  these  meetings  represented 
in  eacb  case  several  weeks  of  carefal  preparation. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  were  represented  at  the  meetings  as 
follows:  Hudson,  two;  Traverse  City,  three,  and  Ishpeming,  two.  The 
vice-president  devoted  fully  ten  days  of  his  time  in  traveling  to  and  at- 
tendance at  the  institutes,  and  the  other  officers  somewhat  less  in  actual 
participation  in  the  meetings  but  much  longer  time  in  preparation  and 
arranging  for  them.  Aside  from  these  various  members  of  the  Associa- 
ation  gave  liberally  of  their  time  and  interest. 


LIBRARY  METHODS  IN  SUMMKR  NORMAL  INSTITUTES. 

normal  college.  ypsilanti. 

Mary  M.  McL.  Hnushall,  Instructor. 

A  class  in  Library  Training  was  held  at  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  College 
during  the  six  weeks  of  the  summer  term.  Mrs.  M.  McLellan  Snushall, 
instructor.  Two  of  the  students  devoted  their  entire  time  to  the  work, 
the  others  giving  eight  hours  each  week.  Complete  equipment  for  the 
work  was  furnished  by  the  State  Board  pf  Library  Commissioners,  this 
included  a  working  library,  selected  by  the  instructor,  and  complete  sets 
of  library  tools.  Instruction  was  given  in  the  technical  branches  of  li- 
brary science,  adapted  especially  to  the  needs  of  school  libraries,  and 
practical  work  was  required  in  each  subject.  Aside  from  this,  lectures 
were  given  on  Reference  work.  Practical  use  of  school  libraries,  Book 
selection.  Picture  Bulletin,  and  Mending  and  rehinding  of  books. 

The  course  was  given  as  follows.  June  26  to  July  13:  Classification, 
Book  Numbers,  Reference  work,  and  a  talk  on  Practical  use  of  school  li- 
braries. The  I>ewey  Decimal  system  of  classification  was  studied,  and 
each  student  classified  a  number  of  books  according  to  that  system.  The 
same  books  were  assigned  hook  mimbers  with  the  use  of  the  Cutter  two- 
flgure  author  table.  Notes  were  given  on  the  best  reference  books  and  the 
students  worked  out  reference  problems  as  the  best  way  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  reference  books  and  their  use.  Talks  were  given  on  refer- 
ence work  with  children  and  each  student  made  a  reference  list  from  the 
books  at  hand,  to  be  used  by  children  in  reading  up  preparatory  to  writ- 
ing an  essay  on  the  subject.  July  16  to  20;  Selection  of  hooks.  Ordering 
and  receipt  of  books,  Preparation  of  books  for  the  shelves,  Accessioning 
and  Ijoan  Systems.  In  addition  to  these  subjects,  the  class  taking  the 
maximum  amount  of  work  received  instruction  on  the  making  of  picture 
bulletins  and  each  one  in  the  class  made  a  bulletin.  In  connection 
with  the  selection  of  books,  methods,  aids  and  the  principles  of  book 
seieclion  were  considered.  A  talk  was  also  given  on  the  sources  of  fi-ee 
material  worth  procuring  for  school  libraries.  Practice  work  was 
given  in  accessioning  and  two  loan  systems  were  considered.  July  23  to 
August  3:  Cataloging.  Mending  and  Rehinding  of  books,  and  a  talk  on 
Aspects  of  library  work  to  be  emphasized  by  those  who  are  to  give  io- 
struction  to  teachers  in  their  county.     The  work  in  cataloging  was  ad- 
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apted  especially  to  the  needs  of  »niull  school  lihraries.    Each  studeat  cat- 
aloged a  Dnmber  of  bcwks  of  a  representative  kind. 

The  exaraiuation  covered  the  whole  cowi-se  and  certificates  were  given 
to  the  entire  class. 


CENTRAL   STATE   NORMAL   SCHOOL,   MT.   PLEASANT. 
RuTu  M.  Wright,  Insteuctoe. 

Through  the  State  Board  of  Librarv  Commissioners,  a  course  in  Li- 
brary Training  was  given  in  the  Central  State  Normal  School  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  during  the  n\x  weeks  snmmer  term  of  1906.  This  was  intended 
primarily  for  teachers  having  school  libraries  in  charge,  The  needs  of 
teachers  iu  school  libraries  were  kept  constantly  in  mind  and  the  instruc- 
tion given  presupposed  no  knowledge  of  the  subjects  treated.  The  aim 
was  to  make  the  entire  course  as  simple  and  practical  as  possible. 

Complete  equipment  for  the  work  was  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Li- 
brary CommiBsioners.  This  included  a  library  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
books,  selected  by  the  instructor,  to  be  used  in  the  practical  work,  and 
complete  sets  of  library  tools. 

Thirty-four  students  -were  enrolled  for  the  work  and  were  divided  into 
three  classes.  Various  grades  of  teachers  were  represented,  district 
school  teachers,  teachers  from 'the  graded  schools,  one  school  superintend- 
ent, one  county  commissioner,  and  one  library  assistant. 

laatruction  was  given  largely  by  talks,  to  be  followed  by  practice 
work  and  individual  instruction.  Mies  Salisbury's  "Library  methods  for 
school  teachers,"  was  used  as  the  main  text  book,  supplemented  by  the 
following  leaflets  sent  out  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners: 
Suggestive  lists  of  reference  books  for  small  libraries;  A  simple  system  of 
call  numbers  suitable  for  small  libraries;  Dewey  system  of  classification 
condensed  for  use  in  small  libraries,  and  Pictures  for  school  rooms. 
Simple  methods  were  given  to  the  students  for  the  care  and  management 
of  school  libraries.  This  included  work  in  Ordering.  Accessioning,  Classi- 
fication. Book  numbers  and  simple  Cataloging.  Talks  were  also  given 
on  Reference  books  and  how  to  use  them.  Children's  reading.  Book  Selec- 
tion, helpful  reading  lists,  and  aids  and  Picture  bulletins,  including  the 
mounting  and  displaying  of  pictures. 

Practical  work  was  done  by  the  students  in  each  subject.  In  the  order 
work,  correspondence  with  reliable  book  dealers,  preparation  of  order 
lists  and  checking  books  was  required;  in  accessioning,  practice  work 
was  done  in  recording  a  certain  number  of  books  on  accession  sheets; 
classification  was  taught  from  a  simplified  form  of  the  Dewey  Decimal 
classification,  issued  in  leafiets.  and  the  classification  of  a  sufllcient  num- 
ber of  books  was  requii-ed  to  illustrate  the  divisions  and  subdivisions  of 
the  classification.  The  Author  1.  2.  3.  book  number,  suitable  for  the  small- 
est collection  of  books,  was  taken  up  by  the  class.  The  Cutter  tables 
were  also  explained.  In  the  elementary  cataloging  given  to  the  class, 
only  the  most  necessary  facts  were  given.  Special  attention  was  given  to 
the  making  of  analyticals.  Each  student  completed  a  dictionary  cat- 
alog, illustrating,  as  far  as  possible,  all  rules  for  cataloging.'  The 
arrangement   of   a   dictionary    catalog   was   then   taken    up    and   the 
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BtudentB  applied  tbe  rules  of  alphabetizing  to  the  arrangement  of  their 
own  catalogs.  In  the  reference  work,  the  nae  and  value  of  the  various 
works  of  reference  studied,  was  emphasized  by  questions  giren  out  by 
the  instructor  to  be  looked  up  by  the  students. 

Much  enthusiasm  and  interest  was  shown  by  tbe  students  throughout 
the  course  and  many  of  them  devoted  extra  time  to  the  work.  The 
Oommission's  working  library  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  carefully  selected 
volumes  was  a  source  of  inspiration  to  many  of  the  teachers  and  these 
were  allowed  to  go  out  over  night  to  students  in  the  course. 

Cei-tificates  were  issued  to  all  students  doing  satisfactory  work. 


weatern  state  normal  school,  kalamazoo. 
Esther  Brainy,  Instructor. 

Two  classes  in  Library  Methods  were  held  in  the  Western  State  Nor- 
mal School  during  the  six  weeks  of  the  summer  term.  This  course  was 
arranged  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Comntissioners.  Equipment  for 
the  wort  was  furnished  by  the  Board.  This  included  a  working  library 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  volnmes  and  complete  sets  of  library  tools. 
Twenty-three  students  were  enrolled  for  the  work  and  two  classes 
formed,  meeting  at  7:10  a.  m.  and  4:10  p.  m.  throughout  the  term. 

Class  work  commenced  on  June  twenty-seventh  with  work  as  follows : 
June  27:  Introductory  talk  on  uses  of  books  and  value  of  system;  June 
28-29:  Selection  of  books;  July  2-3:  Children's  reading  and  discussions 
by  class  of  individual  books  and  their  uses;  July  5-6  and  9:  Accession- 
ing; July  10-20:  Classification;  July  20-27:  Cataloging.  Each  student 
was  required  to  make  a  complete  catalog  of  twenty-five  books,  to  keep  for 
reference,  this  necessitating  considerable  work  in  cataloging  outside  of 
class  hours.  The  entire  time  of  the  last  week  of  the  course  was  spent  in 
Reference  work.  Bulletins,  and  Charging  systems.  Throughout  the 
course  fifteen  minutes  of  every  class  hour  was  spent  in  the  discussion  of 
the  books  in  the  Commission's  working  library.  Students  were  al- 
lowed and  urged  to  take  one  or  more  books  home  with  them  each  day 
and  prepare  to  discuss  them  in  class  on  the  following  day.  In  this  way, 
it  was  felt  that  each  student  gained  from  the  course  a  reasonable  and 
discriminating  knowledge  of  the  cai-efully  selected  library  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  books. 

Certificates  were  given  to  each  student  completing  the  course  in   a 
satisfactory  manner  and  six  weeks  credit  in  the  regular  normal  c 
was  granted. 


NORTHERN    STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOL,    MARQUETTE. 
OuvE  C.  I.^THROP,  Instructor. 

The  course  in  Library  Methods  was  duly  opened  June  26,  the  day 
following  registration.  The  first  two  weeks  were  devoted  to  accessioning 
and  classification.  Sample  accession  sheets  were  distributed  and  books 
from  the  Commission's  working  library  used  to  illustrate  the  principtesi 
The  condensed  classification   leaflets  printed   by  the  Commission  were 
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giveu  out  and  the  classifleatioa  ^xplaioed,  witb  reference  to  th^ abridged 
and  complete  Dewey  ejetem.  The  cljiss  were  required  to  memorize  the 
main  dh-iaions.  Practice  in  clnssification  was  given  from  the  booliB  in 
the  working  library.  Book  nnnibers  were  included  with  this  subject, 
both  the  so-called  1,  2,  3  system  and  the  two-figure  Cutter  tables. 

Selection  of  bookB,  Children's  reading  and  Picture  bulletins  occupied 
the  third  and  part  of  the  fourth  week.  The  first  two  subjects  indicated 
the  class  of  books  most  desirable  iu  a  school  library,  the  best  editions  for 
library  use,  discussed  good  and  bad  illustration  in  children's  books  and 
included  a  list  of  books  to  be  read  in  class  by  grades,  and  at  home. 
Lists,  such  as  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog.  Miss  Hewin's  List  of  books  for 
boys  and  girls,  Miss  Prentice's  Children's  libraries,  etc.,  were  dis- 
played and  compared.  As  a  test  the  class  were  requested  to  compile  a 
list  of  twenty-five  books  from  the  lists  mentioned  above,  giving  pub- 
lisher and  price,  lists  to  be  suited  to  children  below  the  high  school. 

At  the  lecture  on  picture  bulletins  the  members  of  the  class  iu  Pri- 
mary Methods,  about  twenty,  w«re  present.  Sample  bulletins  prepared 
in  advance,  on  various  subjects  such  as  Christmas,  Spring,  George  Wash- 
ington and  other  interesting  topics,  as  well  as  advertising  posters  sent 
by  the  eastern  publishers  for  recent  and  popular  books,  were  displayed. 
Many  of  them  were  in  bright  colors  and  made  a  cheerful  effect  though 
the  fact  that  the  walls  of  the  room  were  covered  with  blackboards,  leav- 
ing no  space  for  wall  decoration,  necessarily  detracted  from  the  artistic 
effect.  Mention  was  made  of  the  various  varieties  of  inexpensive  pic- 
tures, including  addresses  and  prices.  Memlters  of  the  class  brought 
views  of  the  copper  and  other  niiuernl  districts  from  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula. Mounts  were  discussed  and  su^estions  made  as  to  arrangement 
of  pictures  and  lists  for  the  picture  bulletins,  which  seem  to  appeal 
particularly  to  the  teacher,  as  the  idea  of  catching  and  holding  the 
child's  interest  by  means  of  pictures  is  made  so  much  of  in  present-day 
school  work. 

The  latter  part  of  the  week  a  lecture  was  given  on  reference  books 
suited  to  a  very  small  library.  This  consisted  of  annotations  of  the  list 
of  reference  books  printed  by  the  Commission,  and  was  followed  by  an 
hour  devoted  to  practical  work  along  reference  lines. 

One  day  in  the  week  was  occupied  by  a  talk  on  binding,  rebinding  and 
repairing.  The  names  of  various  materials  in  cloth  and  leather  used 
in  bindings  were  given,  with  comment  on  the  ones  giving  the  best  satis- 
faction. Stress  ^'as  laid  on  durable  rather  than  upon  flue  bindings. 
The  difference  between  hand-bound  and  machine-bound  books  was  brought 
out  and  the  two  processes  explained.  The  talk  included  hints  on  repair- 
ing worn  books. 

The  last  two  weeks  of  the  course  were  entirely  devoted  to  cataloging. 
Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  alloted.  instruction  was  made  as 
simple  as  possible.  Much  of  the  detail  which  in  a  longer  course  would 
have  been  included  was  of  necessity  eliminated,  and  stress  laid  upon  only 
the  main  essentiats.  Main  or  author  enti^  (illustrated  by  simple 
author  entry,  pseudonymous,  anonymous  and  corporate  entry),  was 
explained  and  examples  cited.  Cross  i-eferences,  title  cards  and  simple 
subject  cards  were  explained.  As  in  other  subjects  books  from 
the  working  library  were  used  to  illustrate  the  various  points.  Each 
student  made  a  sample  catalog  for  herself.     Some  work  in  analyticals 
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vras  given,  but  the  time  was  too  siiort  for  a  satisfactory  cour8e  in  this 
important  branch  of  cataloging. 

Owing  to  conditions  peculiar  to  tlie  Upper  Peninsula,  where  the  town- 
ship rather  than  the  district  is  the  unit,  thus  limiting  the  number  of 
rural  schools  and  to  the  fact  that  the  course  was  arranged  too  late  to  be 
included  in  the  printed  announcements  of  the  Normal,  as  well  as  to  the 
fact  that  no  credit  was  given  for  the  work,  the  class  was  small,  con- 
sisting of  but  seven  menittors,  but  such  was  the  enthusiasm,  it  is  felt 
that  the  results  may  \te  more  tiian  commensurate  with  the  size  of  the 
class.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  buildings  made  it  impossible  to 
have  a  room  for  placing  the  bulletins  and  other  illustrative  features  of 
the  course  on  permanent  exhibition.  This  necessarily  limited  the  in- 
terest in  and  usefulness  of  the  materials.  However,  everything  possible 
was  done  by  the  Normal  faculty  to  make  the  work  pleasant  and  success- 
ful. The  working  librarj-  supplied  by  the  Commission,  in  many  ways 
a  model  collection,  attracted  much  attention,  particularly  from  the 
teachers  interested  in  selection  of  children's  books. 


PROSPECTUS  OF  A   SIX   WEEKS'  COURSE   IN  LIBRARY  TRAINING  TO   BB 
GIVEN  IN  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  JUNE  24-AUGUST  2,  1907. 

The  course  in  Library  Methods  will  extend  through  the  six  weeks  of  the 
Summer  School.    Students  completing  the  course  will  be  given  credit. 

lostruction  will  be  given  in  the  form  of  lectures.  These  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  practical  work  with  books  from  the  commission's  working 
library  of  several  hundred  volumes.  At  least  one  hour  each  day  will  be 
required  for  credit,  with  additional  work  outside  at  the  discretion  of  the 
instructor. 

Miss  Salisbury's  "Library  Methods  for  School  Teachers"  will  be  used 
as  the  text  book  supplemented  by  references  to  standard  works  on  li- 
brai-y  economy. 

Order  Work— Includes  use  of  trade- catalogs,  preparation  of  order 
lists,  checking  bills,  etc. 

.-Vccessioning — Practice  work  in  recording  books  in  accession  record. 

riassification — A  simplified  form  of  the  IJewey  Decimal  Classification 
will  I>e  used  as  the  basis  of  instruction,  with  reference  to  the  more  ex- 
panded forms. 

Book  Numbers — Two  schemes  of  books  numbers  will  be  explained: 
the  so-called  ]^  2,  3,  system  suitable  for  the  smallest  collection  of  books, 
and  the  Cutter  2  figure  tables  for  more  detailed  arrangement. 

Cataloging — Instruction  will  be  given  in  elementary  cataloging,  includ- 
ing author,  title  and  simple  subject  entries,  analyticals  and  cross  refer- 
ences. 

Selection  of  Books — Includes  priiiciples  of  selection  of  both  adult  and 
children's  books.  Students  will  be  required  to  compile  lists  of  iwoks  from 
the  various  aids  to  book  selection. 

Childi-en's  Reading— Importance  of  dii-ecting  choice  in  reading.  Value 
and  place  of  special  classes  of  children's  books. 

Picture  Bulletins — Purpose  and  use  in  schools.  Principles  of  making, 
moimting  and  displaying  pictures, 

Keference  Work — List  of  reference  books  desirable  for  small  library 
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are  printed  by  tlie  Commission,  This  subject  will  include  Boch  docu- 
ments, governinenf,  state,  or  municipal,  as  are  needed  in  a  school  library; 
where  and  how  they  may  be  obtained. 

Binding — Includes  materials  used  in  binding,  their  cost  and  durabil- 
ity, also  rebinding  and  mending  of  worn  books, 

Charging  System — Simple  systems  for  loaning  books  will  be  explained. 

It  is  the  intention  of  tlie  Commission  to  arrange  for  several  additional 
tectnpes  to  be  given  during  the  course  by  specialists  in  the  various 
branches  of  librarv  work. 


REPORTS  OF  LIBRARY  ORGANIZERS. 

LIBRARY   CONDITIONS    IN    THE    UPPER    PENINSULA. 

By  Jons  A.  Doeli^,  Slperistendent  op  Schools,  HouohtoNj  Mich. 

Before  entering  upon  discussion  of  library  conditions  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula  as  compared  with  the  Lower,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  state 
briefly  what,  in  the  opinion  of  those  quali&ed  to  judge,  constitutes  the 
social  difference  Itetween   the  two  peninsulas. 

Any  one  traveling  from  St.  Ignace  to  Houghton  cannot  forget  the 
feeling  of  isolation  experienced  as  they  pass  over  the  almost  intermin- 
able stretches  of  swamp  land  between  St.  Ignace  and  Marquette,  and  the 
rocky,  barren  stretches  between  the  latter  city  and  Houghton.  From  the 
latter  town  west  to  Ironwood  and  south  to  Menominee,  the  same  thing 
is  always  true.  Isolation  is  the  one  thought  uppermost  in  the  traveler's 
mind.  Until  the  agricultural  possibilities  of  the  Upper  Feninsula  be- 
gin to  be  appreciated,  this  condition  will  exist. 

Another  fact  that  forcibly  impresses  itself  upon  the  resident  of  the 
Lower  Peninsula  is  the  large  number  of  foreigners  seen  everywhere.  The 
mining  population  is  composed  chiefly  of  foreigners.  The  taciturn  Finns 
work  side  by  side  with  the  demonstrative  hordes  from  Italy. 

The  two  facts  spoken  of  above  are  clearly  hindrances  to  the  extension 
of  library  influences.  There  is,  however,  a  counterbalancing  influence  in 
the  fact  that  nowhere  is  money  voted  so  freely  for  education  and  its 
allied  interests  as  in  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Anyone  who  doubts  this  fact 
needs  hut  to  compare  the  school  buildings  and  equipment  with  those 
in  cities  of  similar  size  in  the  Lower  Peninsula. 

Notwithstanding  this  spirit  of  liberality  evinced  by  the  taxpayers, 
the  fact  remains  that  very  few  counties  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  can  boast 
of  having  brought  inspiring  books  within  the  reach  of  their  children. 
On  examining  reports  received  from  the  county  commissioners  of  schools, 
I  find  but  one  county  claiming  that  none  of  its  schools  are  without  li- 
brary privileges  of  some  sort,  Dickinson  county  deserves  credit  for  its 
excellent  report.  But.  on  the  other  hand,  one  county  commissioner  says 
that  60%  of  bis  schools  are  not  provided  with  books.  On  an  average, 
331^%  of  the  s<'hools  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  are  struggling  along  witli- 
out  the  helpful  influence  of  a  library.  _   ,   ,    ^.. 

Put  in  figures,  we  find  less  than  25  libraries  in  each  county.    ^\^eu  this 
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is  compared  with  soutliern  Afichigaii  counties,  we  find  ourselves  sadlv 
lacking.  This  diBcrepancy  can  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
a  great  manj  township  school  systems  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  as  com- 
pared with  the  Lower,  In  order  to  find  out  whether  the  township  li- 
braries are  being  used  by  the  schools,  we  addressed  a  circular  of  inquiry 
to  the  county  commissioners.  One-half  reported  the  township  library 
plan  successful,  because  it  accorded  with  the  township  school  unit.  The 
rest  regarded  these  libraries  as  useless;  the  chief  objection  being  inac- 
cessibility to  the  public,  and  poorly  selected  books.  Unless  the  town- 
ship library  loans  books  to  its  outlying  schools,  the  objection  of  inac- 
cessibility is  valid.  For  instance,  in  Luce  county,  one  school  is  reported 
thirty  miles  from  any  library.  In  Portage  township,  Hongbtoi;  county, 
two  schools  are  twenty-five  miles  from  the  administrative  headquarters 
of  the  township.  These  facts  will  ilhistrate  the  isolation  we  spoke  of  in 
the  beginning  of  this  article. 

What  are  the  educational  authorities  in  the  counties  doing  to  bring 
the  advantages  of  the  library  before  the  taxpayers,  and  also  to  utilize, 
to  the  fullest  extent  the  present  privileges?  Let  me  quote  from  the  year 
book  issued  by  the  county  commissioner  of  Alger  couuty.  I  will  omit 
the  statistics,  and  give  the  comment  thereon:  "An  Train  Township 
"  "  •  Since  making  the  above  report,  word  has  been  received  thafAu 
Train  has  enlarged  its  library  by  twenty-four  new  volumes.  Au  Train's 
library  money  goes  where  it  belongs,"  "Limestone  Township  •  •  • 
Limestone  Township  deserves  great  credit  for  the  library  spirit  mani- 
fested by  its  citizens.  In  point  of  population.  Limestone  stands  sixth 
in  the  county;  but  in  number  of  books  in  its  library,  it  stands  second." 
"Mathias  Township  •  •  •  Mathias  should  increase  the  number  of 
volumes  to  at  least  one  hundred  this  year.  This  would  entitle  its  library 
to  a  set  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Collection,  containing 
thirtv-three  volumes  of  verv  valuable  reference  reading.  Why  not  qualify 
for  it?" 

If  every  county  commissioner  were  as  zealous,  the  question  would  be 
solved.  This  commissioner  says  township  libraries  are  a  success  and 
well  patronized- 

Many  schools  have  used  the  traveling  lil)rarie9  furnished  by  the 
state,  and  invariably  with  good  success.  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
mentioning  the  work  that  we  have  done  in  Portage  Township.  Houghton 
county,  to  bring  library  privileges  to  the  home  of  every  one.  Many 
years  ago  the  township  library  had  been  open  to  the  public;  but,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  it  fell  into  disuse.  The  books  were  molding  in  the 
basement  of  the  school  building,  and  the  general  public  of  Houghton 
was  entirely  without  reading  matter.  (The  Michigan  College  of  Mines 
Library  is  a  special  one  and  not  open  to  the  public.)  Thus  we  had  the 
condition  of  having  n  village  with  five  thousand  inhabitants,  and  a 
township  with  practically  five  thousand  more,  destitute  of  any  library 
privileges.  The  school  board  had  liberally  provided  for  books  in  the 
high  school,  but  these  were  not  used  by  the  public. 

In  the  county  treasurer's  hands  tiiei-e  were  over  seren  hundred  dollars 
waiting  to  be  used  as  soon  as  it  could  be  properly  used.  The  Board  of 
Education  was  not  slow  in  realizing  its  opportunity.  A  room  was  set 
apart  for  library  purposes.  Shelves  were  built,  library  furniture  pur- 
chased, and  the  suijcriutondput  of  schools  was  authorized  to  purchase 
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four  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  new  books.  The  people  of  Houghton  are 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  thia,  their  only  public  li- 
brary. 

The  outlying  schools  have  not  been  forgotten.  We  have  two  schools 
twenty-five  miles  from  Houghton,  and  one  five  miles  out.  Upon  ap- 
.  plication  to  the  State  Librarian,  we  were  gladly  granted  the  use  of  three 
traveling  libraries.  The  teachers  invariably  report  success.  The  child- 
ren, in  many  cases,  take  the  books  botne  to  read  to  their  parents,  who 
hear  no  English  except  such  as  is  spoken  and  read  to  them  by  their 
children.  Do  we  not  owe  a  duty  to  these  parents?  The  school  Ameri- 
canizes the  children,  but  we  must  look  to  the  combined  effort  of  the 
school  and  the  press  to  Americanize  the  parents. 

In  closing  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  some  suggestions  that  were 
made  to  me  for  the  improvement  of  our  library  conditions:  One  com- 
missioner suggests  that  a  special  man  be  detailed  from  the  department 
of  education  to  look  after  our  library  interests.  Another  suggestion  is 
that  the  township  libraries  be  abolished  and  the  County  Board  of  Kxam- 
iners  be  granted  the  power  to  select  books  for  district  libraries.  This 
suggestion  cannot  be  taken  seriously  when  over  half  of  the  commission- 
ers report  the  township  library  as  the  most  useful.  It  seems  to  me  that 
instead  of  giving  the  selection  of  books  to  the  County  Board  of  Examin- 
ers, it  should  be  given,  as  in  Wisconsin,  to  county,  district  and  city  sup- 
erintendents of  schools.  I  am  not  ready  to  admit  that  our  laws  need  any 
changing.  Judging  from  what  is  done  in  some  counties,  it  indicates  that 
well  directed  effort  counts,  no  matter  what  the  laws  may  be.  Penal 
fines  have  not  always  been  used  properly,  if  the  commissioners'  reports 
are  to  be  believed. 

I>et  us  take  a  few  figures  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion's report  for  1905.  Comparing  Dickinson  and  Houghton  counties, 
we  find  that  the  population  of  the  former  in  1904  was  18,936 ;  of  the  lat- 
ter, 70,265.  Dickinson  received  from  its  county  treasurer  fines  amount- 
ing to  ^,912.17,  while  Houghton  county  received  only  fl,921.16. 
Houghton  county  paid  for  the  support  of  district  libraries  |2,885,41  and 
Dickinson,  |5,248J28.  Dickinson  county,  considering  its  population, 
received  approximately  ten  times  more  money  than  Houghton  county. 
Either  the  school  inspectors  are  at  fault  in  their  reports,  or  the  law  is 
misunderstood.  The  apparent  carelessness  in  carrying  out  this  law  re- 
lating to  penal  fines  is  a  matter  that  should  be  investigated  by  the  de- 
partment. Above  all,  we  must  have  men  and  women  alert  in  utilizing 
their  present  opportunities. 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 
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CLINTON  COUNTY. 

Sylvia  E.  H.\L8Ey,  Org-vsizeh. 

St.  Johns. 

After  interviews  witl)  tlie  commissioner  of  sciiools  and  tlie  director  of 
the  district  I  began  my  work  in  Clinton  county  in  my  own  district  No.  7 
Fractional  Bingham  and  Olive. 

The  sixty-eight  volumes  composing  the  library  were  nearly  new 
and  nearly  all  in  excellent  condition.  The  dictionary  was  one  of  the  ex- 
ceptions. The  binding  was  in  good  condition,  but  I  found  so  many  of  tbe 
pages  so  badly  mutilated  that  I  fear  that  I  have  8i>ent  more  time  than  is 
profitable  on  the  book. 

Besides  the  supplies  sent  me  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
I  have  received  both  black  and  white  mending  tissue,  also  have  received 
two  pieces  of  transparent  adhesive  paper. 

Our  books  ai-e  kept  on  what  was  an  open  bookcase.  They  were,  how- 
ever, given  some  protection  by  curtains.  These  we  have  freshened  by 
cleaning. 

I  have  repaired,  accessioned,  classified,  labeled,  made  a  shelf  list  and  a 
dictionary  catalogue  for  the  08  books.  Have  also  introduced  the  charg- 
ing system. 

The  work  here  seems  incomplete  as  there  are  also  Township  library 
books  in  the  school. 

A  cloth  bound  note  book  with  leather  corners  was  purchased  for 
twenty-five  cents.  This  was  properly  ruled  and  used  for  accessioning. 
General  rules  for  accessioning  as  given  by  Miss  Wright  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
were  written  in  the  book. 

I  have  been  to  DeWitt,  but  both  the  teachers  were  out  of  town  so  did 
not  see  them  to  talk  of  the  library  work.  I  saw  the  director,  however, 
and  talked  with  him.  Have  written  the  principal  asking  when  we  could 
talk  of  the  work. 


EATON  COUNTY. 


Florence  M.  Reck,  Oro.vnizeh. 


This  library  is  in  the  district  school,  whei-e  I  am  teaching.  The 
director  gave  me  permission  to  do  as  I  i)leaKed  with  the  books.  The 
books  are  of  a  good  class,  and  are  in  very  good  shape.  I  have  classified 
and  re-arranged  the  books  and  put  tliem  in  good  order.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  interest  the  director  in  library  work,  altho  he  has  promised 
to  give  the  matter  his  attention.  The  books  are  kept  in  ^  ( ^'*f i",  fiWJ 
book  case,  and  are  in  constant  use.  i  i-?i         •        ^ 
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DiMON'DALE  Windsor  Township  Libbabv. 

Mr.  Underhill,  tlie  township  clerk,  gave  me  pennissioD  to  work  in  the 
library  and  I  spent  November  ISthnnd  2-ltli  tliere.  The  books  are  kept 
at  the  librarian's  home  in  a  room  set  aside  for  that  purpose.  Some  of 
the  books  were  in  very  poor  condition.  Those,  with  some  which  I 
thought  not  fit  to  be  in  circulation,  I  advised  the  librarian  to  destroy. 
The  books  were  arranged  in  no  regular  order.  Ilistories,  juvenile  books, 
and  fiction  being  all  mixed  in  together.  I  arranged  and  classified  the 
whole  library  and  tried  to  make  them  see  the  necessity  of  a  catalog,  but 
they  did  not  feel  that  Hiey  could  have  one  just  at  present. 

MiLLETT  District  School  Librakv. 

The  directors  of  the  Millett  school,  Mr.  Wardel!  and  Mr.  Runyant. 
gave  me  permission  to  do  any  necessary  work  in  their  school  library.  I 
8[>ent  Saturday,  October  20tti,  there.  They  have  two  hundred  books, 
about  half  of  which  were  fiction.  They  had  never  been  claasitied  or 
cataloged,  and  were  arranged  in  no  definite  order.  I  classified  most  of 
the  books,  cataloged  some  of  them  and  instructed  the  librarian  in  the 
work,  so  that  she  will  be  able  to  finish  it. 

They  will  not  get  a  card  catalog  at  present,  but  I  think  they  will  get 
material  for  the  Brown  chatting  system.    They  have  an  accession  record. 


GEXESliK  COUNTY. 

C,  M.  Elliott.  Okganizer. 

Clio. 

I  have  the  work  of  organization  and  classification  of  our  library  here 
at  Clio  well  under  way,  and  have  In-gun  work  on  the  libraries  of  the  vil- 
lage schools  at  Montrose,  Mt.  Morris  and  Ooodrich.  As  the  time  which 
I  can  devote  to  the  work  is  very  limited,  I  can  not  cover  the  ground  very 
rapidly. 

HOUGHTON  COUNTY. 
John  A,  Doei-lg,  Organizer, 

T  have  not  done  anything  outside  of  our  own  school,  but  have  done 
considerable  work  in  our  own  library. 

When  school  0{>ened  this  fall  we  found  ourselves  poa«e»Mi'd  of  about 
2,000  books  scattei-ed  around  iu  different  i)lafeB.  Many  books  were  lost 
each  year  and  then  the  service  we  rendered  was  insignificant.  The 
library  was  a  school  library  and  as  such  used  only  by  the  {)upils. 

We  have  made  the  following  changes.  Wet  a]»art  «  separate  room  for 
library  purposes,  fitted  with  shelves,  extra  lights,  all  necessary  furni- 
ture from  the  Library  Itui-eau  at  Chicago,  The  hooks  are  to  be  collected 
in  this  room,  classified  according  to  the  Pewey  system. 

We  have  made  it  a  jmblic  library,  oi«'n  from  3  to  'A:'iO  each  day.  and  in 
charge  of  a  librarian. 
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We  have  purchased  f400.00  vortli  of  good,  new  booka  and  have  in- 
vested over  1200.00  in  library  equipraent  including  cards,  case  for  same, 
desk,  embossing  seal,  etc. 

The  people  of  the  town  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the 
changes  that  have  been  made.  We  have  no  public  library  here  so  this 
school  library  will  mean  a  great  deal  to  the  residents  of  the  township. 

Our  plan  is  to  add  to  this  each  year,  and  make  out  lists  of  each  grade. 
Then  in  the  ward  buildings  we  expect  to  place  so  many  books  at  the 
beginning  of  each  school  year  and  change  every  three  or  four  months. 


MACOMB  COUNTY. 
Elizaheth  Pomekov,  Organizer. 


Has  a  free  public  library  of  about  1,200  volumes  in  good,  general  con- 
dition and  located  in  the  village  of  Armada;  also  a  school  library  there. 

Bruce. 

The  village  of  Borneo  has  a  good  large  school  library,  containing 
a  well  selected  class  of  reference  books  for  school  use  and  also  a  depart- 
ment of  general  literature  for  circulation  throughout  the  school  district, 
the  books  being  loaned  ever>-  Friday  p.  m. 

There  are  also  four  libraries  from  the  State  Library  for  the  use  of 
the  four  clubs  there, 

Chesterfield, 

The  village  of  New  Baltimore  has  a  school  library  and  there  are  several 
district  school  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  scholars  and  residents  of  the 
respective  districts.  I  do  not  know  of  any  township  or  other  library 
there. 

Clixtox. 

The  city  of  Mt.  Clemens  has  a  free  public  library  and  can  learn  of  no 
other  in  the  township. 

Erin. 

No  definite  information  has  been  learned  but  it  is  understood  that 
library  privileges  in  Erin  are  very  limited. 


There  is  one  small  library  in  this  township  and  it  is  kept  at  the  home 
of  the  librarian.  My  informant  doea  not  state  how  it  is  supported  and 
says  there  are  no  school  libraries  that  he  knows  of. 


The  township  has  a  library  of  about  200  volumes  in  the  hands  of  the 
township  clerk  and  the  village  of  New  Haven  has  about  150  books 
in  the  school  library  used,  in  school  work  onlv. 
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Macomb. 

There  is  a  club  library  located  at  Meade.  This  library  bas  been  oi^an- 
ized  Dearly  nineteen  years,  has  been  and  still  is  in  tlonrishing  condition 
as  stated  by  tbe  Secretary.  Their  society  is  composed  of  sixty  members, 
and  they  have  over  500  volumes,  among  which  are  several  sets  by 
standard  authors — Dickens,  Scott,  etc. 

Ray. 

No  library  of  any  sort  reported  except  the  traveling  libraries  secured 
by  the  Farmers'.  Club. 

Richmond. 

In  Richmond  and  Memphis,  the  two  towns  in  Richmond  township,  no 
libraries  are  reported  other  than  the  school  libraries.  That  in  Rich- 
mond is  used  by  the  pupils  only;  in  the  Memphis  library  the  parents  are 
allowed  the  use  of  the  books,  but  the  teacher  there  tells  me  that  very 
little  interest  is  shown. 

Shelby. 

Tbe  village  of  Utica  bas  a  school  library  which  is  used  only  by  the 
pupils.  The  Tuesday  Club  has  a  traveling  library,  used  only  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  membership  is  limited  to  thirty. 

Sterling. 
No  libraries  reported  here  except  the  oues  in  the  district  schools. 


The  same  conditions  as  in  Sterling. 

Washington. 

The  village  of  Washington  has  a  school  library  but  no  other,  and  this 
is  used  only  by  the  pupils. 

LENAWEE  COUNTY. 

Helen   J,   Mill«fal-gii,   Ohganizeh. 
Clinton. 

During  the  year,  our  free  district  library  has  been  classified  and 
cataloged,  adding  much  to  the  efficiency.  We  have  also  had  a  traveling 
library  sent  us  from  the  State  Library,  and  expect  with  the  new  year, 
to  add  flOO  worth  of  new  books  to  onr  shelven.  Efforts  have  also  been 
made  to  start  libraries  in  near  districts,  but  with  little  success  so  far. 
The  teachers  are  interested,  however,  and  that  means  success  in  the 
future.  D3nz.,,>L.OOglC 
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MARQUETTE   COUNTY. 
Rose  Patesai'de,  Organizek. 
Chocolav  Township  Library. 

The  library  ia  in  charge  of  the  secretary  of  the  Bchool  board.  A 
iiieetiug  of  the  Township  Board  will  be  necessary  to  grant  me  the  per- 
mission needed.  The  library  is  not  cataloged,  has  no  cinsaiflcation 
whatever  and  no  accession  book.  The  number  of  volumes  is  1,200.  with 
very  few  non-fiction  works  and  no  good  reference  books.  The  fiction 
comprises  nearly  the  whole,  and  the  library  is  not  of  a  high  order. 

The  secretary  will  add  |75.00  worth  of  books  ver^'  soon.  I  advised  as 
to  what  lists  to  eonsnlt.  etc.  The  librarv  is  open  on  Saturday  after- 
noons, and  the  circulation  is  but  twelve  volumes  per  week.  I  also  gave 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library  copies  of  the  lists  sent  me. 

District  >'o,  1. 

January.  January  18th,  I  went  to  District  No.  1,  and  spent  the  en- 
tire day  at  the  school  house,  where  the  books  of  the  District  school  li- 
brary are  kept. 

The  teacher,  who  is  a  Xormal  student,  has  had  charge  of  the  library 
for  the  past  three  years.  The  school  building  is  isolated  and  the  teacher 
gets  back  and  forth  from  the  nearest  farm  house,  where  she  boards,  (Hi 
snow  shoes.  The  officials  have  provided  an  oak  book  case  with  glass 
front  for  the  books.  There  are  twenty-flve  volumes  of  good  fiction,  very 
well  selected,  as  is  also  the  balance  of  the  collection  of  84  volumes. 
The  District  has  about  1^0  volumes,  but  I  found  only  84  to  be  cata- 
loged. The  others  are  supidementary  readers  and  text  books  woni  out, 
or  nearly  so,  and  not  intended  as  part  of  the  library  proper.  I  assigned 
the  call  numbers,  labeled  a  few  for  illustration,  began  entries  in  the 
accession  book  and  started  a  card  catalog,  giving  instruction  to  the 
teacher  who  will  continue  the  work  begun.  She  is  a  bright  and  enthus- 
iastic worker  and  expects  to  take  up  the  summer  library  course  at  the 
Normal. 

I  left  for  use  200  catalog  cards  from  the  supply  sent  me;  also  a  set  of 
guide  cards. 

Marquette  Citv  Public  School  LiBnAUY. 

I  have  finished  the  work  of  organizing  the  Marquette  Public  School 
Library  of  about  450  volumes. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  were  accessioned  and  classified.  The  work 
is  to  be  continued  by  the  office  assistant,  who  teaches  during  the  fore- 
no(m. 

The  work  progi'esaed  slowly,  as  I  was  unable  to  get  all  the  iMwks 
together  and  was  obliged  to  take  them  wlien  not  in  use  hy  pupils  or 
teachers.  The  hooks  being  scattered  in  lots  through  the  building.^for 
instance,  the  Domestic  Science  department  had  a   collection,  also  the 
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nitiDiial  traiDing,  the  Physics  room,  high  sdiool  room,  etc.,  most  of  my 
work  was  done  in  the  superintendeut's  office.  The  BUjierintendent  is 
now  having  tlie  books  stamped  as  i^ceived  at  tlie  office.  Last  year,  he 
made  a  fair  start  hy  having  an  author  and  title  list  prepared  on  cards 
and  he  is  still  doing  the  best  possible  nnder  the  circumstances;  for  no 
time  has  been  allowed  for  work  of  this  character. 


OAKLAND  COrXTY. 

iUnv  E.  Hattos,  Organizer. 

Birmingham  Hioii  School. 

Library  is  in  fairly  good  condition,  with  fillfl  volames,  but  having  no 
ratalog  nor  systematic  classification.  This  library  is  well  kept;  books 
are  shelved  in  cases.  Supt.  A.  E.  Bellis  agreed  to  give  the  matter  his  at- 
tention and  present  it  to  the  board. 

Farmington  High  School. 

Library  of  100  volumes  (25  volumes  newly  purchased)  has  been  equip- 
ped with  card  catalog  and  Dewey  classification,  and  a  loan  of  100  vol- 
umes, from  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  added. 

Faemington'  Towxship. 

Library  of  800  to  900  volumes  to  be  converted  into  traveling  libraries 
and  circulated  among  the  school  districts  of  the  township  after  January 
1st.  (This  plan  has  not  been  definitely  outlined  by  the  Board  of  School 
Inspectors.) 

Holly  High  School. 

Library  of  400  volumes  is  classified  and  has  a  partial  catalog. 
HoLLV  Ladies*  Library. 

Library  of  2OO0  volumes  has  l>een  converted  into  a  Public  Library. 
Books  to  be  classified  and  cataloged  after  January  1st.  1907. 

RociiKsTER  High  School. 

Library  of  COO  to  700  volumes,  to  \w  equi]ii>ed  with  Dewey  classifica- 
tion and  card  catalog  after  January  1st. 

BoYAL  Oak   High   School. 

Library  of  100  to  200  volumes,  to  l>e  equipited  and  cata]<»ged  after 
January  Ist.     (Not  definite.) 

RovAi.  Oak  Township. 

Library  of  1500  volumes  neither  clnssified  nor  cataloced.  Presented 
the  subject  to  the  librarian  of  this  libiary,  who  will  endeavor  to  interest 
the  town  board  of  school  inHi>ectors:  als4»  «aw  Mrs,  Xewman,  President 
of  Woman's  Club,   in   regard  to  the  matter. 
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OCEASA  COUNTY. 

May   D.   Root,  Organizer. 
Shelby. 

Since  taking  the  summer  course  id  Library  Science  at  Ypsilanti,  I 
have  worked  on  our  school  district  library  and  have  succeeded  in  ac- 
cessioning, classifying,  and  labeling  our  library  of  about  216  volumes. 
Since  I  have  finished  that,  we  have  received  our  share  of  the  township 
library — and  about  300  volumes  will  be  in  fit  condition  to  place  in  our  li- 
brary-. These  I  have  partly  classified  and  labelled  and  hope  to  finish 
them  soon  after  our  Christmas  vacation  and  make  a  card  catalog  of  all 
by  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mies  Doty,  of  Hart,  asking  me  to  organize 
the  County  Normal  Library  there,  sometime  after  the  holidays. 

VAN  BUREN  COUNTY. 

Grace  B.  Norton,  Organizer. 

Hartford. 

I  can  report  little  in  the  line  of  library  work.  I  have  accessioned 
the  books  in  the  County  Normal  Library  (about  eighty  volumes)  in  a 
handmade  accession  book.  I  have  been  thinking  of  writing  for  supplies 
for  this  work,  if  you  think  so  small  a  library  worth  the  trouble. 

Kendall. 

Velma  U.  Hall,  Organizer. 

Following  the  instructions  which  I  received  at  the  summer  institute, 
I  have  organized  our  own  library;  but  have  had  no  time  to  give  any  as- 
sistance to  others  in  our  vicinity. 

EEPOKTS  OF  ASSOCIATE  LIBRARIES. 

University  of  Michigan. 

Theodore  Wesi-EY  Koch.  Librarian. 

Summary  of  Annual  report  190506, 

In  April,  1904.  I  was  asked  to  come  to  the  library  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  At  that  time  I  was  connected  with  the  Library  of  Congress,  it 
was  therefore  impossible  for  me  to  take  up  my  new  work  at  once.  For 
several  months  I  continued  to  reside  in  Washington,  but  gave  half  of  liiy 
time  to  arrangements  looking  towards  the  acquisition  of  a  depository 
Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress  cards,  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  the 
John  Crerar  Library  cards  and  the  card  publications  of  the  American 
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Library  ABBOciation,  the  purchase  of  catalogue  easea.  the  designing  of 
a  book-plate  for  the  University  Library,  etc.  I  also  made  a  tour  of  the 
eastern  libraries  with  a  view  to  studying  certain  questions  which  were 
sure  to  call  for  answers  at  Ann  .\rbor.  During  the  mid  summer  I  spent 
a  fortnight  here  and  arranged  for  the  alphabetization  and  installation  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  depository  catalogue  whi.ch  had  arrived  from 
Washington.  I  also  made  a  provisional  rearrangement  of  tables  and 
rases  in  the  reading  room  which  allowed  us  to  place  a  thousand  or  more 
reference  books  within  immediate  reach  of  the  students. 

Among  my  first  recommendations  was  the  building  of  shelves  around 
the  semi-circnlar  wall  of  the  reading  room,  to  contain  accommodations 
for  about  5,000  volumes  over  and  above  what  were  already  in  place.  This 
was  duly  granted  and  the  work  was  done  during  the  Christmas  vacation. 
The  shelving  was  designed  to  conform  to  the  height  of  five  cabinets 
which  had  been  built  in  the  summer  of  1902  to  cover  the  new  ventilating 
shafts.  The  tops  of  these  cabinets  were  used  as  pedestals  to  hold  five 
large  busts  of  Bancroft,  Agassiz,  Longfellow,  Scott  and  Beethoven, 
presented  by  Regent  White.  On  both  sides  of  two  of  the  cabinets,  dic- 
tionary rests  were  constructed.  This  served  to  give  the  ventilators  free 
play  and  also  to  break  up  the  monotony  of  150  feet  of  nnbroken  shelving. 
An  academic  touch  was  added  by  the  use  of  shields  lalternating  with 
escutcheons)  at  the  top  of  every  other  standard  of  the  casing  and  bearing 
the  seals  of  twenty-two  American  and  European  colleges  and  universi- 
ties. Above  these  were  centei-ed  portraits  of  former  presidents  and  pro- 
fessors of  the  University,  together  with  some  portraits  of  well  known 
scholars  and  statesmen  transferred  from  the  over-crowded  Art  Gallery. 

KSTABLISHMBST  OF  THE   REFERENCE    LlHRAKY. 

One  of  the  first  problems  to  which  my  attention  was  called  on  tak- 
ing up  the  work  here  was  the  congestion  of  students  at  the  delivery  desk 
immediately  after  the  hourly  change  of  classes.  This  was  caused  by 
the  students  coming  to  the  library  after  a  lecture  and  rushing  to  the 
desk  with  call  slip  for  books  to  which  their  professors  had  just  referred 
them.  The  solution  of  the  difficulty  was  the  natural  one  of  giving  the 
students  free  access  to  the  majority  of  these  Iwoks  by  placing  the  vol- 
umes on  open  shelves.  The  new  cases  built  around  the  room  enabled  us 
to  do  this  during  the  months  of  -January  and  February,  190.^.  Many  of 
these  books  of  required  collateral  reading  had  been  furnished  by  the 
fittidents  themselves,  each  member  of  a  class  paying  twenty-five  cents 
toward  the  purchase  of  extra  copies  for  the  library  in  order  to  supply 
the  demand.*  These  volumes,  together  with  strictly  reference  books 
and  certain  standard  works,  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  reference  library. 

The  reference  library  now  numbers  over  0,000  volumes  including 
the  collection  of  indexes  grouped  on  shelves  near  the  card  catalogue  and 
the  delivery  desk.  A  separate  card  catalogue  (duplicating  the  entries  in 
the  public  catalogue)  was  made  for  the  whole  reference  library  and  for 
a  time  was  kept  in  a  case  in  the  centre  of  the  reading  room.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  the  students  made  little  or  no  use  of  it  and  that 
they  always  went  to  the  main  catalogue.  Conseqiiently  the  rase  con- 
taining this  special  reference  catalogue  was  moved  to  the  e»st~.endnf  the 

•TW»pr»flice  w  -    ■-  ' - 
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deliverv  desk  wUere.  in  conjunction  with  tlie  shelf  list  of  this  collection, 
it  has  been  found  very  belpful  by  the  desk  attendants  in  answering  qnes- 
tions  and  locatin;;  books. 

The  establishment  of  the  reference  library  was  most  cordially  wel- 
comed by  the  faculty.  Several  professors  claim  to  have  found  a  no- 
ticeable improvement,  in  the  grade  of  work  done  by  their  students  since 
they  were  granted  freer  access  to  books.  Certainly  the  change  in 
methods  of  instruction  during  the  last  decade  or  two  rendered  necessary 
some  corresponding  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  library. 

liB-^rXlFICVTIOX     OF    THE    RE.*niNG    RoOXI. 

During  the  midwinter  the  regents  authori7.ed  the  purchase  of  plaster 
casts  of  Donatello's  cantoria  frieze  and  eight  of  the  Luca  della  Robbia 
panels  from  the  organ  loft  in  the  Cathedral  of  Florence.  By  piecing 
out  the  Donatello  frieze  at  either  end  with  one  panel  by  I>ella  Robbia 
nnd  two  plain  slabs,  a  harmonious  composition  was  formed  of  sufficient 
length  to  hide  from  view  the  unattractive  iron  railing  which  fronted 
the  balcony  over  the  delivery  desk.  The  six  brackets  supporting  this 
balcony  divided  the  wall  behind  the  desk  into  seven  sections,  the  middle 
one  occupied  by  a  clock  and  the  end  ones  (over  the  doora  leading  to  the 
stack)  being  narrower  than  the  other  five.  In  the  six  unoccupied  sec- 
tions, bracket  moldings  were  built  to  support  the  I>ella  Robbia  panels, 
which  were  then  grouped  with  a  view  to  the  composition  as  a  whole 
and  in  relation  to  the  frieze  overhead.  Thus  the  two  series,  originally 
designed  for  opposite  ends  of  the  Duomo  by  artists  working  independ- 
ently, have  been  brought  into  what  has  been  conceded  to  be  a  harmoni- 
ous unit,  even  though  it  perforce  disregards  what  is  now  known  to  have 
l>een  the  order  of  the  Della  Robbia  panels.  The  balcony  in  our  reading 
room,  although  slightly  higher  than  the  organ  loft  for  which  these  reliefs 
were  originally  designed,  serves  admirably  for  the  display  and  helps  to 
give  the  effect  of  the  original  cantoria  as  planned  by  those  Renaissance 
masters. 

As  a  further  experiment  in  relieving  the  walls  of  their  bareness,  I 
secured- ivory-tinted  casts  of  four  consecutive  sections  of  the  Parthenon 
frieze.  These  were  placed  on  the  west  wall  of  the  east  tower,  resting  on 
a  molding  which  runs  around  the  entire  reading  room.  The  effect  was 
BO  generally  liked  that  I  was  authorized  to  secure  enough  of  the  frieze 
to  cover  the  opposite  wall,  as  well  as  to  extend  it  around  the  north  side 
of  these  tower  walla.  After  considerable  measuring  and  study,  a  series 
of  consecutive  sections  to  lit  in  these  places  was  worked  out  and  their 
correct  relative  position  was  preserved. 

The  removal  of  chairs  from  The  outer  circle  of  tables  in  the  reading 
room  to  leave  a  sufficiently  wide  passageway  for  easy  access  to  the  re- 
ference shelves  built  against  the  wall.  left  270  seats  at  the  tables,  rather 
closely  crowded.  The  number  of  women  using  the  library  has  nearly 
e(|ualled  that  of  the  men,  and  there  has  l>een  less  segregation  of  the 
wxes  since  the  establishment  of  the  refei-ences  shelves.  From  an  adminis- 
trative point  of  view  this  is  jiarticulariy  gratifying,  as  it  is  desirable 
to  have  these  books  used  at  tables  near  the  shelves  on  which  they  be- 
long. Heretofore  the  men  invariably  sat  on  the  west  side  and  the  women 
on  the  east  side  of  the  i-eading  room,  and  any  infraction  of  this  unwVit- 
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ten  atodent  rule  by  a  new  etudent  was  sure  to  call  fopth  unmistakable 
signs  of  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  men.  Groups  of  men,  however, 
can  now  be  seen  any  day  over  on  the  east  side  of  the  room  at  work  at  the 
tables  near  the  slielvee  containing  the  selected  books  on  history. 

"Probably  owing  in  part  to  the  influt-nee  of  more  tasteful  surround- 
ings, as  well  as  to  an  improved  student  sentiment,"  Mr.  Finney  reports, 
"the  order  in  the  reading  rooms  has  been  better  and  the  number  of  mu- 
tilations of  hooks  and  periodicals  less  than  in  previous  years."  This 
bears  out  my  prediction  of  two  years  ago  when  I  first  argued  for  the 
beautification  of  the  reading  room  and  the  freer  access  for  students  to 
books, 

Opexing  of  the  Periodical  Room. 

The  east  room  on  the  ground  floor  has  at  different  times  served  for 
a  lecture  room,  for  the  storage  of  plaster  casts  and  for  bound  volumes 
of  newspapers.  Of  recent  years  the  current  files  of  periodicals  received 
by  the  Genera!  Library  were  kept  there  in  pigeon  holes  running  around 
three  sides  of  the  room,  and  presumably  from  a  sort  of  lucus  a  non 
lui-endo  reasoning  the  place  was  called  the  Faculty  Reading  Room.  The 
north  end  had  been  blocked  off  by  a  case  for  bound  volumes  of  news- 
papers and  the  space  behind  this  used  for  making  up  the  material  for 
binding.  In  January,  1905,  this  end  of  the  room  was  cleared  of  all  but 
the  pigeon  holes,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  periodicals  changed  from 
an  alphabetical  to  a  subject  grouping.  Beginning  at  the  left  of  the  en- 
trance from  the  hallway,  the  periodicals  wei-e  grouped  according  to  the 
classification  in  vogue  in  the  stacks.  Printed  labels  in  sheet  brass  hold- 
ers replaced  the  manuscript  tabs  on  the  different  pigeon  holes.  Several 
additional  tables  were  secured  from  other  parts  of  the  campus  and 
chairs  which  could  be  spared  from  the  outer  row  of  desks  in  the  read- 
ing roopi  (owing  to  the  erection  of  book  shelves  facing  these  desks) 
were  put  into  the  new  periodical  room.  This  gave  a  seating  capacity  of 
thirty.  Permission  to  open  the  room  to  the  students  was  granted  at 
the  January  meeting  of  the  board.  The  table  farthest  removed  from 
the  door  was  reserved  for  members  of  the  faculty  and  this  has  been  found 
to  answer  all  needs.  Later  on  a  newspaper  rack  was  installed  and  the 
daily  papers  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  in  the  librarian's  oflBce  and 
filed  in  the  stack  wei-e  then  placed  where  the  public  could  have  free  ac- 
cess to  tbem.  A  desk  was  provided  in  the  n>oni  for  the  assistant  who 
had  charge  of  the  current  files  of  periodicals  and  she  was  given  charge 
of  the  room.  Her  presence  there  was  considered  as  a  safeguard  against 
vandalism  and  her  desk  has  been  a  bureau  of  information  for  readers 
in   regard   to   periodicals   in   general. 

We  have  recently  added  a  display  rack  for  the  current  numbers  of 
the  popular  maga7.ines,  each  of  which  is  kept  in  a  binder  and  its  proj)er 
place  in  the  rack  indicated  by  a  copy  of  the  cover  placed  under  plate- 
glass.  The  indexes  to  the  popular  periodicals  (Poole's  Reader's  Guide, 
etc.)  have  been  transferred  from  a  table  in  the  reading  room  to  the  per- 
iodical room  because  of  the  space  in  the  reading  room  being  needed  for 
other  work. 

Semiswry  Rooms. 

The  seminary  rooms,  to  which  are  admitted  all  graduate  students,  and 
such  upper  classmen  as  are  doing  advance  work  in  language  ai^-Htera- 
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ture,  in  history  or  in  economics,  have  been  overcrowded  for  .veara.  Wliile 
the  establish meDt  of  the  reference  library  has  reduced  someniiat  the 
average  attendance  in  the  seminary  rooms  by  undergraduate  students 
who  find  on  the  shelves  in  tlie  reading  room  many  of  the  books  needed 
by  them,  yet  the  number  of  applicatioiis  for  the  assignment  of  seats  in 
the  seminary  rooms  continues  to  grow. 

ESTABLISDMENT    OF    A    ChARGISO    DeSK. 

One  result  of  the  reorganization  of  the  reading  room  force,  authorized 
by  the  Board  of  Regents  at  their  meeting  in  June,  1905,  was  the  creation 
of  a  new  position,  that  of  charging  clerk,  whose  chief  duties  are  to  see 
that  all  books  taken  from  the  librai'v  are  represented  by  a  card  properly 
made  out  and  signed  by  the  borrower,  and  that  books  are  promptly  dis- 
charged upon  th^r  return  to  the  library.  This  was  found  necessary  in 
order  to  systematize  the  constantly  increasing  work  of  the  loan  desk 
even  before  the  extension  to  students  of  the  privilege  of  borrowing 
books. 

Student  Circilatios. 

In  1856  the  privilege  of  borrowing  books  from  the  library  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  was  taken  away  from  the  students;  in  February,  1906 
(a  half-century  later)  it  was  restored  to  them.  In  the  early  history  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  as  in  other  educational  institutions,  the  li- 
brary was  open  but  a  few  hours  per  week.  Consequently  it  was  thought 
necessary  for  the  students  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking  books  to  their 
rooms.  Students  were  comparatively  few  in  number  and  the  demand 
for  books  was  not  very  heavy.  With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  stu- 
dents and  the  consequent  larger  demand  on  the' resources  of  the  library, 
the  hours  of  opening  were  lengthened  but  the  privileges  of  the  under- 
graduates were  curtailed. 

The  question  of  extending  to  students  the  privilege  of  borrowing  books 
for  use  in  their  own  rooms  had  come  up  several  times  within  the  last 
dozen  years.  In  his  report  for  1896  President  Angell  had  urged  the 
board  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  setting  apart  a  certain  number  of 
books  for  student  circulation:  '"Believing  that  such  use  of  certain 
books  will  be  more  advantageous  to  the  readers,"  said  he,  "I  have  long 
looked  forward  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  practicable  for  us  to 
permit  it.  I  have  always  thought  that  when  the  number  of  volumes 
approached  100,000  we  might  safely  give  this  larger  liberty  to  students 
under  certain  restrictions.  •  •  •  •  The  expense  of  the  service  at 
the  desk  may  be  a  little  increased.  The  risk  of  loss  is  perhaps  some- 
what enhanced.  But  after  all  pi-oper  weight  is  given  to  these  facts,  we 
have  to  remember  that  the  library  is  the  great  central  power  in  the 
instruction  given  in  the  University,  and  that  the  books  are  here  not  to 
be  locked  up  and  kept  away  from  readers,  hut  to  be  placed  at  their 
disposal  with  the  utmost  freedom  compatible' with  safety  and  with  the 
general  and  equal  convenience  of  all  students." 

One  Semester's  Expbbiesce. 

The  statistics  of  the  circulation  department  show  that  1046  students 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  and  of  the  4636  books  taken  out  for 
home  use  from  February  12th  to  June  2l8t  (exclusive  of  the  over-night 
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circulation)  fifty  per  cent  belonged  to  English  literature.  Tlie  figures 
Bbow  tlie  following  autliors  to  have  been  the  most  frequently  borrowed: 
Shakespeare,  Hardy,  Stevensou,  Dickens,  Kipling,  Geot^  Eliot,  Jane 
Austen,  Hawthorne,  and  Thackery.  Of  the  reniaiQing  fifty  per  cent  the 
circulation  was  divided  as  follows: 

Philosophy  and  religion   53-5% 

Sociology  and  economics   5% 

Education  2% 

Science   4% 

Medicine  i% 

Fine  arts  and  music \% 

German  literature  5% 

Romance  languages 8  2-5% 

I^tin  and  Greek  3% 

History 12% 

50% 

These  figures  are  not  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  relative 
amount  of  reading  done  in  the  different  branches.  In  some  depart- 
ments of  study  the  reference  use  of  books  is  much  greater  than  in  others; 
of  this  use  the  above  figures  have  nothing  to  say.  Nor  do  they  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  reading  done  in  the  seminaries  and  in  the  departmental 
libraries. 

In  one  semester  during  which  we  have  been  loaning  books  to  students 
we  have  found  that  the  extension  to  undergraduates  of  the  privilege  of 
borrowing  books  has  cost  us  next  to  nothing  in  the  way  of  additional 
service  at  the  desk,  that  it  has  not  interfered  with  the  use  of  the  library 
by  the  faculty,  aud  we  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  single  professor 
who  would  vote  for  the  abolition  of  the  newly  granted  privileges. 

That  the  students  themselves  value  their  newly  acquii-ed  privileges 
has  been  frequently  attested  by  their  individual  expressions  of  appreci- 
tion.  and  by  the  use  they  have  made  of  these  privileges,  but  never  more 
convincingly  than  in  the  Commencement  numl)er  of  their  literary  paper, 
where  among  the  things  which  in  their  opinion  have  made  the  year  not- 
able are  listed : 

"Haircutting  abolished," 

"Football    saved." 

"Yost  becomes  author  and  Benedict.'' 

"Circulation  of  library  books  established.'" 

When  the  qiiestion  of  library  privileges  looms  up  thus  large  in  the 
student  mind,  who  shall  say  that  there  is  in  it  no  room  for  aught  hut 
athletics? 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  circulation  desk,  the  assistant  in 
charge  has  frequently  be<*n  asked  by  students  to  recommeud  some  in- 
teresting books  for  home  reading.  In  order  to  answer  this  class  of 
questions  and  also  to  encourage  the  reading  habit,  we  are  installing  this 
year  on  an  exhibit  rack  near  the  delivery  desk  a  changing  collection  of 
books  selected  with  a  view  to  interesting  the  students.  The  books  will 
be  marked  by  a  red  star  ticket  and  known  as  the  red  star  collection.  By 
this  means  the  charging  clerk  will  know  when  a  student  brings  up  one  of 
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these  booka  that  tbore  is  (1)  no  reading  room  charge  for  the  book,  (2) 
that  it  is  not  to  be  renewed,  and  (3)  that  when  returned,  it  is  not  to  go  to 
the  etack.  When  tlie  books  seem  no  longer  of  immediate  interest  to  bpr- 
rowers,  they  will  be  retired  to  the  stack  by  simplj  taking  off  the  little 
paper  red  star  and  new  tiooks  brought  out  to  take  their  place. 

The  SHAKESPEAnE*  and  Drasiatic  Collections. 

One  of  the  largest  special  coileetions  in  the  General  Library  is  the 
McMillan  Shakespeare  Library  which  now  contains  in  round  numbers 
fiOfK)  volumes.  The  establishment  of  the  collection  was  made  possible 
through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Henator  James  McMillan  of  l>etroit. 
who  purchased  and  presented  the  University  in  1KH2  the  collection  of 
75f>  volumes  which  had  been  gathered  by  Colonel  E.  H.  Thompson,  of 
Flint.  Mich. 

Senator  McMillan  continued  to  provide  funds  for  enlarging  the  col- 
lection as  favorable  opportunities  for  purchase  arose.  When  the  ex- 
tensive Shakespeare  library  of  Joseph  Crosby  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  came 
into  the  market,  over  four  hundred  additional  volumes  wore  secured  en 
hlor.  For  the  past  twenty-four  years  the  auction  sales  in  New  York, 
Boston,  and  London  have  been  watched  for  additional  titles  and  many 
choice  and  rare  accessions  have  been  made  in  this  way.  Hundreds  of 
catalogues  of  antiquarian  booksellers  in  England,  .\merica.  Germany, 
Fraaee  and  Italy  have  been  searched  in  the  same  way  with  like  results. 
The  current  literature  of  the  subject  has  been  kept  up  to  date  so  far 
as  funds  would  permit,  and  the  most  important  things  have  been  pur- 
chased. Many  volumes  were  secured  in  the  early  years  that  are  now 
practically  unobtainable  on  account  of  their  rarity  or  the  rapid  advance 
in  price.  The  collection  as  it  now  stands  could  not  be  replaced  for  sev- 
eral times  the  original  cost,  and  the  labor  of  coUeeting  it  would  be  now 
correspondingly  greater. 

This  library  is  very  rich  in  editions  of  the  works.  The  quartos  are 
l)resont  in  Griggs'  Facsimiles',  All  reproductions  of  the  first  folio  thus 
far  made  are  bei-e.  The  second,  third  and  fourth  folios  are  represented 
by  good  specimens  of  the  original  editions.  There  is  a  large  (though  not 
complete)  collection  of  the  so-called  players'  quartos.  Beginning  with 
Kowe's  edition  of  1709,  all  the  editors  are  represented  in  their  varying 
editions  down  to  the  present  date,  with  rare  exceptions. 

An  excellent  beginning  has  also  been  made  in  getting  together  editions 
of  the  separate  plays  and  poems,  though  much  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
difficult  line. 

The  library  contains  translations  of  the  Shakespeare  text  into  twelve 
different  languages,  and  includes  a  large  body  of  German  and  French 
Shakespeariana. 

Aside  from  editions  of  the  texts,  there  is  also  a  very  full  representa- 
tion of  the  principal  works  of  criticism  and  comment  on  the  poet  in 
English  from  the  eighteenth  century  to  the  present  time.  It  now  seems 
as  though  this  stream  would  never  cease. 

Since  Senator  McMillan's  death  contributions  have  been  generously 
made  by  his  son,  the  Hon.  William  C,  McMillan,  of  Detroit,  for  keep- 

•  The  account  ot  the  Stiftkespemre  collpcilon  anp*areil  In  llie  University  at  Michiean  News — Letter 
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ing  up  the  collection.  During  tlie  past  year  be  contributed  flOO  toward 
its  mainteiiauce.  The  xtork  of  collection  during  all  these  years  has  de- 
volved almost  entirely  upon  Professor  I.  N.  Demmon,  in  which  work  he 
has  always  had  the  sympathetic  cooperation  of  the  librarian. 

A   Retrospect. 

In  closing  ihis  report  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appivciation  of  the 
favorable  consideration  which  the  Board  of  Regents  has  given  to  the 
many  recommendations  which  I  have  presented  to  it  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  of  the  kind  welcome  accorded  to  nie  by  the  faculty,  the 
library  staff  and  especially  by  my  predecessor.  Without  the  freedom  to 
experiment  allowed  nie  during  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Davis  and  I 
shared  the  administrative  duties  of  the  office  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  acconii)]ish  what  has  been  done.  A  less  generous  chief  might 
have  held  in  check  some  of  the  inovation  introduced  by  his  subordinate, 
but  Mr.  Davis  never  once  hinted  a  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  the  many 
changes  that  were  introduced  by  me  during  that  year.  If  I  should  reach 
the  age  of  three  scoi-e  years  and  ten,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  show 
the  same  charity  and  generosity  towards  younger  men  as  my  former 
ciiief  bas  shown  towards  me.  Many  of  the  things  which  I  have  been  able 
to  inaugurate  \tM)u1d  doubtless  have  been  instituted  by  falm  had  the 
means  been  at  his  disposal;  with  the  larger  appropriations  which  have 
l)een  granted  the  library  we  have  been  able  to  branch  out  into  new  lines 
and  ti)  pay  moi-e  attention  to  the  question  of  the  reading  room  service. 
With  the  larger  staff  allowed  me.  I  have  been  able  to  relegate  to  capable 
assistants  much  routine  work  which  formerly  developed  upon  the 
librarian.  In  one  of  Mr.  Davis'  earlier  reports,  he  said  that  those 
charged  with  the  intei'csts  of  the  Library  regarded  accumulation 
as  the  duty  lying  most  heavily  upon  them.  The  burden  of  this  duty 
fell  heaviest  upon  Mr.  Davis,  and  he  should  have  been  granted  more  help. 
How  faithfully  he  served  the  institution  you  all  know.  It  was  he  who 
built  uj)  the  library  to  its  present  proportions;  when  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  office  the  entire  collection  of  books  amounted  to  only  23,000 
volumes;  when  he  relinquished  the  task  there  were  182,000  volumes. 
Naturally  I,  beginning  where  Mr,  Davis  left  off,  will  face  a  different  set 
of  problems.  To  solve  these  jiroblems  we  shall  need  still  larger  appro- 
priations. That  the  library-  of  an  institution  of  learning  merits  the 
closest  attention,  and  the  heartiest  support,  is  becoming  more  and  more 
generally  recognized.  "The  American  College,"  says  President  Thwing, 
"has  in  its  library  an  instrument  of  mighty  usefulness  for  serving  man- 
kind. No  wisdom  is  too  practical,  no  consecration  too  hearty,  no  en- 
dowment too  rich,  to  be  devoted  to  its  development.  No  house  is  too 
fair  or  too  fine  for  holding  its  books,  only  provided  the  house  facilitates 
their  use.  No  administrative  expense  is  too  costly  for  making  its  re- 
sources more  accessible.  The  library  is  worthy  of  the  best,  for  it  helps 
to  make  the  liest  in  the  student  and  the  teacher." 
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ALBION  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Mrs.  Euzabetii  Fabnhau,  Librarian. 

Our  books  are  reacbing  a  claes  wbo  bave  never  had  the  privilege  of 
reading.  I  think  one-third  of  our  lueinbership  is  juvenile,  and  they 
thoroughly  enjoy  the  library. 

The  Albion  library  was  made  public  under  the  following  condition: 
the  ladies  have  control  with  an  executive  committee  from  the  council. 
We  were  in  hopes  this  year  to  have  our  appropriation  of  fSOO.OO  in- 
creased, but  did  not  succeed,  ae  the  city  is  very  much  in  debt.  We  try 
to  divide  our  funds  so  as  to  make  the  most  of  them.  We  spend  for  books 
$150.00;  for  expenses — beating,  lighting,  etc.,  foO.OO  (we  have  no  rent  to 
pay) ;  and  $100.00  for  the  librarian.  We  have  the  library  open  twice  a 
week,  three  hours  Tuesday  and  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  l>ooks  of  reference,  and  in  fact,  if  our 
membership  increases,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  we  will  bave  to  bave  more 
books  of  all  kinds. 


AN\    ARBOR   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Nkm.ie  S.  Ix)ViSG,  Librarian. 

Since  the  burning  of  the  High  School  building  where  tbe  library  was 
located  (Dec.  31,  1904)  we  have  been  given  shelter  in  tbe  M.  E.  church 
building  and  are  greatly  cramped  in  many  ways.  I  have  no  new  activ- 
ities to  report,  but,  after  a  year  or  two  in  our  new  Carnegie  building 
I  trust  that  I  may  bave  several  encouraging  ones. 

BAY  CITY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A.   F.   SfcDoXXELL.  LmRAIlIAN. 

A  new  children's  room  is  being  fitted  up  in  this  library.  We  shall 
make  our  present  children's  room  into  a  room  for  art  and  other  rare 
books.  The  work  was  to  Iiave  been  done  I)efore  Xovember.  but  owing 
to  delay  in  the  shops  will  not  be  finished  until  after  tbe  beginning  of  tbe 
new  vear.  We  bave  the  same  number  of  branch  libraries  that  we  had 
last  year. 

BAY  CITY,  tf.VOE  LIBRARY. 

I'UOEltt:   P.\BKER,  LlIfRARIAX. 

From  various  sources  we  know  that  other  libraries  arc  doing  won- 
derful things.  We  bave  attempted  some  ourselves;  but  the  results  seem 
to  point  tbe  moral  that,  when  we  win  in  the  new  things,  we  lose  the 
things  which  do  not  shine  in  annual   reports. 

There  is  one  curious  circumstance:  a  couple  of  years  ago,  our  fiction 
was  moved  to  the  second  floor  and  the  shelves  thrown  open  to  the  public. 
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Of  course,  the  orthodox,  to-be-expected  result  would  be  a  great  increase 
in  the  fiction  statistics;  but,  on  tlie  contrary,  our  fiction  is  steadily  fall- 
ing off  and  there  is  a  decided,  though  not  quite  equal  gain  in  our  Don- 
fietion  statisticB. 

During  the  last  month  n-e  have  doubled  the  floor  Bpace  allotted  to  this 

open  shelf  room  and  added  about  200  standard,  non-fiction  books,  a  dup- 
licate collection,  and  we  are  watching  to  see  what  will  happen  next. 

CALUMET  &  HRCLA  MINING  COMPANY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  M.\niE  F.  Gbiersox,  Librarian. 

Adult  Action  circulated    34,141 

Adult  non-flction  circulated  14.076 

Adult  foreign  circulated    8,503 

Adult  total  circulated 56.720 

Juvenile  Action  circulated   37.937 

Juvenile  non-fiction  circulated    26,316 

Juvenile  total   circulated    64,263 

Total  circulation 120,973 

Average  circulation    397 

Largest  circulation 829 

Smallest  circulation    127 

b.  Linden  circulation   ■  5,687 

Magazine  circulation— Calumet,  5,S90;   L.  Linden,  4,115;  total 10,105 

Picture  circulation 3,826 

Clipping   circulation    ' 391 

Total  attendance  in  main  reading-room 26,361 

Average  attendance  in  main  reading-room 74 

Largest  attendance   In  main  reading-room 186 

Smallest  attendance   in  main   reading-room 13 

Total  attendance  in  children's  reading-room 29,697 

Average  attendance  In  children's  reading-room 83 

Largest  attendance  in  children's  read-room 302 

Smallest  attendance  In  children's  reading-room 5 

Total  attendance  in  Calumet  reading- room b 56,058 

Average  attendance  tn  Calumet  reading-rooms 157 

Total  attendance  In  L.  Linden  read-rooms 13,739 

Average  attendance  In  L.  Linden  reading-rooms 39 

Cards  issued— Calumet,  1.928:  L  Linden.  139;  total 2,067 

Cards  withdrawn— Calumet,  1,453;  L.  Linden,  73:  total 1,526 

Hegistrat ion— Calumet,  6,500:  L.  Linden.  500:  totil 7,000 

Percentage  of  fiction— adult  Z2</,:  juvenile,  3iy, :  total 63^ 

ClRCLI-ATION    Of    PkTUKKS    BV    MoNTHS   UlRINU   THE    YeAK   EnDING 

Sept.  30,  lOOfi.      ■ 

October    527 

November    265 

December    375 

January 346 

February    438 

March   524 

Aiirll    392 

May    394 

July    '.'."'.'.['.. '.'.\\.'.'.\. [[..'.'.'.. W. .",'.'.'.".'.'. ...... 

August     

September    

Total    


.igle 
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A.TTBNDANC1    IN    ReADIN 


1  Rooms  by  Months  During  the  Year  Ending 
Sept.  30,  1906. 


October    3.105 

NOTember    2,766 

December    1,808 

Januarj'    1,900 

Pebruarr    2.234 

March 3.101 

April     3.535 

May    2.276 

June    1,360 

July  i.na 

August    1.330 

September    2,773 

Total    26.361 


Ckildrens. 

Totol. 

3,340 

6,446 

3,166 

5.932 

2,303 

4.111 

2,487 

4.387 

3,083 

5,317 

4.054 

7.165 

2.313 

4.848 

1,564 

3,840 

1,530 

1,465 

3.638 

1.817 

3,147 

2,575 

29,697 


Books  and  Periodicals  in  Librarv. 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  library  September  30,  1905 23,243 

Volumes  added  during  1905-06 2.638 

Volumes  withdrawn  during  1905-06 397  2,241 

Total  number  of  volumes  Id  library  September  30,  1906 25,484 

Total  number  of  pictures  in  Library  September  30.  1906 7,607 

Total  number  or  cllppingH  In  library  September  30,  1906 2,953 

Magazines  and  newspapers — 

Main  reading-room — Englleh,  94;   foreign,  16;   total 110 

Cbildren'B  reading-room  13 

L.  Linden  reading-room  49 

Periodicals  bound  to  complete  flies 141 

Books  rebound   811 

Books  repaired  in  library  13,313 

Picture  Bulletins, 

The  use  of  picture  bulletins  to  oommemorate  great  events,  holidays  aod 
seasons,  and  birthdays  of  noted  lueu  and  wonieu,  was  continued  during 
the  year. 

October.  Discovery  of  America.    Indiana.    Culture  of  bulbs.     Hallowe'en. 

November.  Bryant.    Alcott.    Tbanhsglving  Day.    Niagara  Falls. 

December.  Whlttler.    Germany.    Cbrlstmaa.     Murlllo  and.  his  pictures, 

January.  Franklin  and  printing.     Burns.     Norway,  Denmark,  and  Sweden. 

February.  Lincoln.     Washington.     Mt.  Vernon.     Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

March.  Our  common  trees.    Evolution  of  the  book.     Italy. 

April.  Irving.    Alice  Gary,     Shakespeare.    Grant.    Easter. 

May.  Emerson.    Birds. 

June.  Flag  Day. 

July.  Statesmen.     Hawthorne,     Fourth  of  July.     The  Land  of  Pluck. 

August.  Holmes.     Tennyson,  .Scott,     Gardens, 

September.  Eugene  Field,     Phoebe  Gary.    Cooper, 
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Periodicals. 

Id  January  we  began  the  circulatiou  of  current  numbers  of  the  fol- 
iQwiog  magazines: 

Century  Maeazloe. 
Harper's  Bazar. 
Harper's  Magazine. 
Popular  Mechanics. 
Review  of  Reviews. 
Saint  NIcbolaB. 
Scribner's  Magazine. 
World's  Work. 

These  were  charged  for  a  period  of  three  days  each.  The  very  large 
number  of  patrons  who  took  advantage  of  this  opportunity  proves  that 
this  is  an  important  part  of  our  work. 

Photogbapiis. 

A  year  ago  we  began  to  make  a  collection  of  photograpliR  of  local 
views  wbicb  now  numbers  274.  Many  of  these  were  contributed  by 
friends  of  tbe  library  who  are  interested  in  making  this  collection  a 
pictorial  history  of  this  section  of  our  state.  We  hope  to  add  to  it 
from  time  to  time,  particularly  photographs  showing  the  development 
of  the  Copper  Country. 

Story  Hour  in  Childbex's  Room, 

Tbis  department  of  onr  work  is  still  in  its  infancy,  but  it  has  already 
been  proved  that  it  is  important  and  meets  a  distinct  need. 

Subject.  Children  present. 

March  10.  The  pied  piper  of  Hamtln 7G 

17.  King  of  the  Golden  River « 

31.    a.    The  little  hero  of  Haarlem 

b.    Evolution  of  the  book 26 

April      7.  ■  a.    The  horse  that  b'leeved 

b.  The  boy  that  was  scaret  of  dyin' 

c.  The  last  lesson  32 

1*.  The  lesson  of  faith 28 

July      16.    a.     Sketch  of  Hawthorne    

b.     The   miraculous   pitcher    15 

23.     a.     Mary   Mapcs   Dodge   

b.    The  Land  of  Pluck 20 

Sept.     19.  Eugene  Field  and   hie  poems 34 

Since  Sept.  10  we  have  made  the  story  hour  a  regular  feature,  holding 
it  at  10:30  a.  m.  every  Saturday.  The  alteudanoe  has  been  very  much 
larger  than  previously. 
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CHARLOTTE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  Geo.   Sherwood,   Librarian. 

The  interest  in  our  public  library  is  increaBing.  More  boobs  have  been 
drawn  for  our  Bhelves  than  ever  before,  and  the  greater  per  cent  of  them 
are  from  the  best  authors.  Several  hundred  new  books  have  been  added 
along  various  lines.  The  library  is  well  equipped  with  magazines  and 
periodicals  of  a  high  order.  Since  November  11th,  the  library  has  been 
opened  on  each  Sunday  afternoon  for  two  hours.  This  opportunity  for 
using  the  reading  room  is  well  improved. 

DKTROIT   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

H.   M.    UtLEY,    LIBR.4RUN. 

The  first  building  erected  for  branch  library  purposes  was  opened  about 
July  1.  It  is  72x35  feet  in  size,  one  story  high.  There  is  a  high  basement 
in  which  there  is  a  lecture  room  seated  for  250  persons.  The  library 
occupies  the  main  floor,  one  side  for  adults  the  other  for  children.  The 
windows  are  placed  high  and  the  book  shelves  are  along  the  walls.  The 
building  is  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  hv  Kernst  lamps.  The  cost  of 
the  building  and  furnishing  was  about  fl2.000. 

A  lot  for  another  branch  library  was  donated  by  the  late  James  E. 
Scripps.  The  city  is  expected  to  make  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  to 
erect  a  building  on  this  lot,  to  be  ready  for  use  in  1!)07. 

The  commission  has  lieen  notified  by  Mr.  Carnegie  that  his  offer  of 
$750,000  for  library  building  purposes  made  in  IMl  is  still  open.  There 
are  some  indications  that  the  common  council  will  see  its  way  clear  to 
accept  this  offer  at  an  early  day.  The  city  government  in  making  its 
appropriations  for  IflOO  treated  the  library  mnch  more  liberally  than  ever 
before.  The  total  appi-opriation  was  increased  from  about  $50,000  to 
very  nearly  $75,000,  which  enabled  the  commission  to  pay  more  suitable 
salaries  to  its  employes  as  well  as  to  buy  more  books  and  to  increase  its 
activities  in  other  directions. 

Early  in  1906  the  library  started  a  plan  of  making  some  of  the  large 
and  well  organized  manufactories  library  deposit  stations  for  the  benefit 
of  employes.  This  has  I)een  tried  in  six,  having  500  to  1,200  employes 
each  and  has  proved  highly  successful.  Some  300  to  500  books  are  sent 
to  each  and  held  in  some  snitable  room  for  free  circulation  among  such 
of  the  emplojes  as  choose  to  supply  themselves  with  regular  library 
cards.  These  books  seem  to  be  highly  appi-eciated  and  have  a  large 
circulation. 

Upon  a  similar  plan  a  collection  of  about  200  books  has  been  put  into 
the  East  Side  Settlement  House.  This  is  a  building  erected  especially  for 
the  purpose  of  an  organisation  made  u|)  mainly  of  King's  Daughters  and 
Young  Peoples'  Clubs.  It  is  lof'ated  in  a  densely  pojmlafed  section'tjf 
the  city,  occupied  largely  by  families  of  foreign  birth,  and  the  work 
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of  the  Settlement  is  designed  to  improve  tlie  social  and  intellectual  side 
of  their  lives.  Kiudei^arten,  manual  traiuing,  domestic  science  are 
taught,  and  a  free  reading  room  helps  to  make  the  place  attractive. 

A  station  similar  in  some  i-espects  has  l)een  started  at  Iteesville  in  the 
extreme  eastern  part  of  the  city,  some  five  miles  from  the  Library.  Hwe 
a  club  has  been  organized  of  the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood  and 
the  rector  of  the  church  has  consented  to  act  as  librarian  and  take 
charge  of  applications  for  and  delivery  of  books.  These  are  sent  ont 
from  the  library  tno  or  three  times  a  week  by  special  messenger. 

Early  in  tlie  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Stevens  placed  in  the  children's 
department  six  special  libraries  to  be  sent  to  the  homes  of  the  sick  or 
crippled  children  who  are  not  physically  able  to  go  out.  Each  of  these 
libraries  is  made  up  of  twenty  books  pnt  up  in  a  neat  oak  case  with 
shelves.  The  case  has  a  handle  so  that  it  can  be  carried  and  set  np  in 
the  child's  room  as  a  book  case.  The  hooks  were  very  carefully  selected 
and  have  been  found  very  attractive  to  the  children.  The  cases  are  al- 
ways out  and  there  is  demand  for  more.  The  gift  was  made  in  memory 
of  an  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  who  died  in  childhood. 

By  the  annexation  of  new  territory  and  the  growth  of  the  city  eight 
new  and  large  schoolhouses  were  opened  on  the  1st  of  Septemller.  A 
thousand  books  were  bought  to  supply  these  schools,  making  the  total 
supply  of  library  books  specially  supplied  for  public  school  use,  about 
14,000.     These  are  distributed  to  all  the  grades  above  the  second. 

A  story  hour  on  alternate  Saturday  afternoons  in  the  childi-en's  depart- 
ment and  a  talk  to  the  children  on  the  intervening  Saturdays  upon 
some  topic  calculated  to  increase  their  interest  in  books  and  reading  have 
always  attracted  a  room  full  of  children.  This  system  is  now  in  vogue 
in  the  branch  library  which  has  a  lecture  room.  It  is  planned  to  procure 
a  stereopticon  and  give  illustrated  lectures  to  adults.  The  purpose  is  to 
make  the  Library  the  center  of  literary  influence  and  to  bring  the  people 
into  intimate  aci^uaintance  with  it. 


FLINT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Lena  E,  Caldwell.  LiniuniAN, 

This  has  been  the  first  year  in  our  new  Library,  and  we  have  spent 
a  great  deal  of  time  arranging  the  Inioks,  making  a  shelf  list  and  card 
catalog. 

We  have  bad  a  large  circulation  of  books  and  good  attendance  in  the 
reading  room.    The  children's  room  is  very  popular. 

We  are  at  preseut  engaged  in  arranging  the  government  documents 
in  a  room  that  has  just  been  finished.  A  lecture  room  is  also  being 
finished;  as  soon  as  possible  we  expect  to  have  a  story  hour  and  lec- 
tures.    In  fact,  our  report  for  next  year  may  be  of  some  interest. 
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GBAND  HAVEN  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
ISABELL  M.  Thomson,  Librarian. 

Our  Library  is  opeu  thi-ee  afternoons  each  week,  and  we  have  a  weekly 
circulation  of  lietween  250  and  300. 

The  board  has  recently  added  fSOO  worth  of  new  books,  which  wilt 
inerease  its  circulation. 

We  have  no  branch  library, 

GRAND  RAPIDS  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Samuel  H,  Raxck,  Librarian. 

Bomb  of  the  Things  Started  Dlring  the  Yeah  by  the  Grand  Rapids 

Public  Librarv,  as  REroBTEn  by  Miss  Annie  A.  Pollard,  Second.". 

Assistant  Librarian,  at  the   Battle  Creek   Meeting  op 

THE  Michigan  Library  Associ.^tiox,  May  31-JrsE  1, 

1906,    With    a    few    Things    Started    Since 

That  Time. 

Four-Tenths  Mill  Tax. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  change  in  the  administration  of  the  Grand 
Rapids  Public  Library  is  the  change  in  the  method  by  which  we  receive 
our  income  for  expenses.  According  to  a  provision  of  the  new  charter 
for  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids  the  Library  is  to  receive  4-10  of  a  milt 
tax  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  city's  property  instead  of  (aa  be- 
fore) an  amount  appropriated  by  the  common  council  annually.  The 
advantage  of  a  stable  income  over  one  tliat  fluctuates  with  the  common 
council's  variable  intei-cst  may  i-eadily  be  seen.  Another  advantage 
is  that  the  income  of  the  Library  increases  regularly  with  the  growth 
of  the  city. 

Municipal  Documents. 

The  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library  has  been  made  the  depository  of  all 
the  municipal  documents  not  in  use  in  the  various  city  offices  of  Grand 
Rapids  and  also  the  medium  for  exchanging  the  documents  of  this  city 
with  other  institutions  and  cities.  It  is  hoped  that  within  a  few  years 
we  shall  build  up  a  collection  which  will  be,  not  only  of  interest  to  onr 
readers,  but  also  of  great  value  to  the  city  at  large. 

The  Winnie  Whitfield  Blti.er  Collection  of  Picture  Books  for 

Children. 

Our  collection  of  colored  picture  books  is  one  of  the  most  popular  fea- 
tures of  onr  Cliildren's  Room.  This  collection  was  established  and  en- 
dowed by  Mr.  B,  D.  Butler  in  memory  of  his  wife.  These  books  are 
selected  with  the  gi-eatest  care,  many  of  them  being  linen  and  rag  books. 
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TllA\'ELING    LiBRARV    BOXES. 

We  have  also  this  year  established  a  B.vsteni  of  traveling  libraries 
whereby  books  may  be  taken  to  schools,  Sunday  schools,  fire  engine 
houses,  and  other  iusti  tut  ions.  These  collections  are  sent  in  boxes  which 
we  have  specially  made  for  the  purpose.  As  many  as  2,000  books  have 
been  ont  in  these  boxes  at  one  time. 

Medical  Reading  Room. 

In  September.  1905,  a  Medical  Reading  Room  was  opened.  This  room 
was  made  possible  by  the  action  of  a  committee  of  physicians  KUifai'* 
teeing  to  the  Library  for  a  |)eriod  of  five  years  the  sum  of  f50  |)er  year, 
this  same  to  go  for  subscriptions  toward  medical  periodicals.  There 
are  now  in  this  room  37  periodicals  relating  to  medicine,  nursing,  etc 

BissELL  House   Branch   Libbarv. 

In  September,  1905,  a  branch  library  was  opened  at  Bissell  House  (a 
house  operated  upon  settlement  house  plans).  The  Bissell  House  Asflo- 
ciation  furnishes  a  room,  heating,  light,  etc.,  and  the  Library,  the  books 
and  attendant.    This  branch  is  ojien  from  1  to  9  p.  m.  every  week  day. 

Branch  Libraries  in  School  Buildings. 

An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  this  year  with  the  board  of  educa- 
tion whereby  permanent  branch  libraries  may  be  established  in  the 
public  schools.  The  school  board  will  provide  and  equip  a  room  together 
with  heat,  light  and  janitor  services — all  without  expense  to  tlie  Library, 
The  Library  will  supply  a  librarian,  the  books  and  periodicals,  and  may 
conduct,  where  the  arrangement  of  the  building  will  permit,  courses  of 
popular  lectures.  Most  of  the  public  school  buildings  of  the  city  are  not 
planned  with  such  a  room  in  view,  but  as  new  ones  are  erected,  or  when 
additions  to  old  buildings  are  made,  it  is  expected  to  equip  them  with  li- 
brary rooms.  The  new  Sigsbee  school  building  which  opened  in  Septem- 
ber contains  such  a  room.  Similar  rooms  have  been  ordered  for  the  ad- 
ditions to  the  Palmer  Avenue  school  and  the  Buchanan  Street  school, 
which  are  to  be  ready  by  September,  1907,  and  plans  are  being  considered 
for  another  one  at  Hall  Street  school. 

CoNTiNLOL's  Editation   .\fter  Le.wing   Sciiool. 

At  the  time  the  agreement  to  establish  school  branch  libraries  was 
adopted  the  school  board  also  authorized  the  superintendent  of  schools 
to  instruct  the  school  principals  to  i-eixirt  to  the  Library  twice  a  year 
the  names  and  addresses  of  all  children  who  have  left  school  peruui- 
nently,  so  that  the  Library  may  follow  Iheui  up  in  an  effort  to  endeavor 
to  interest  them  in  continuing  their  education  through  the  Library. 
The  first  reports  from  the  school  principals  have  been  sent  in  from  the 
Re\-eral  schools,  and  these  children  are  being  followed  up  by  the  Librarj'. 
It  is  too  earlv  as  vet  to  determine  the  probable  results,  of  this  .e^jreri- 

ment.  "  "  Dgnz..!  ;yV^.OOglL 
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CouBSE  OF  Home   Sbading. 

The  Library  has  also  perfected  plans  to  assist  people  to  pursue  a  con- 
tinued course  of  reading  on  any  subject.  Blanks  bave  been  printed  and 
from  these,  when  filled  out,  we  get  some  idea  of  tbe  education  and 
point  of  view  of  the  person  who  desires  snt-h  a  conrse. 

HlST(MtIC.\L     SOCIETI'     OF     GR.*.\D     RaPIDS. 

r.ia8t  August,  1005,  the  Historical  Society  of  Grand  Rapids  voted  to 
transfer  its  funds  (about  $1.600|  and  its  books  to  our  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  as  trustees.  This  society  is  given  a  meeting  place  in  the 
Library  and  purposes  to  work  with  the  Library  in  building  up  its  His- 
torical Department,  and  in  fostering  an  interest  in  history.  The  income 
of  the  fund  referred  to  above  will  be  devoted  exclusively  to  tbe  purchase 
of  mateiiiil   relating  to  Michigan. 

AUMIXISTRATION — LiBR.*RIAN's    OfFICE. 

On  account  of  the  increjise  in  the  administrative  work  of  the  Library 
and  the  present  wholly  inadequate  quarters  for  this  work,  it  has  been 
decided  to  move  our  catalogue  room  down  stairs  and  to  use  the  space 
thus  made  for  additional  office  room.  The  cost  of  installing  the  requisite 
furnitui-e  and  fittings  for  these  enlarged  facilities  for  work  (new  office 
and  catalogue  room)  will  be  from  JSOfl  to  |1,000. 

HiSTORic.xr.  Boom. 

The  splendid  equipment  of  this  room  was  installed  in  June,  1905.  A 
large  part  of  our  Michigan  material  was  then  moved  into  it,  though 
we  already  have  more  material  than  the  present  shelves  will  accom- 
modate. No  attempt  was  made  to  keep  this  room  open  regularly  until 
January,  lilOO,  when  we  began  a  series  of  exhibitions,  which  it  is 
]ilanned  to  continue  throughout  the  yesir.  In  January  tbe  collection 
of  works  on  funiitufe,  etc.,  just  imi>orted  fi"oni  Berlin  was  here  ex- 
hibited for  the  month.  Besides  the  books  on  the  tables  alt  the  wait 
space  was  utilized  for  the  display  of  plates,  the  room  having  been 
equipped  with  brass  rods  suspended  on  wires  for  this  purpose.  Since 
then  a  new  exhibit  has  l>een  installed  each  month.  The  attendance  at 
these  exhibits  varies  from  1,500  to  over  4,000  each  month.  With  some 
of  the  exhibits  a  series  of  informal  talks  have  l>een  given  by  some  of 
our  citizens. 

T[:bekci"ix>sis  Exhibit. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May  and  the  first  week  in  June,  1006,  there  was 
shown  in  the  Ryei-son  Public  Library  building  the  exhibit  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  for  the  Study  and  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  In 
connection  with  this  exhibit  there  were  given  informal  talks  every  after- 
noon at  4  o'clock  and  also  to  childi-en  of  a  number  of  public  and  pa- 
rochial schools  who  came  to  the  Library  in  a  body  at  various  hours  of 
the  day.  ICach  evening  during  the  exhibit  there  was  an  illustrated 
lecfui-e  on  some  phase  of  tul>erculosis  by  lectures  from  outside  of  tbe 
city.     This  exhibit  was  brought  to  the  city  by  the  (irand  Rapids  Anti- 
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Tuberculosis  Society  aad  was  attended  by  mofe  tlian  12,000  persona  dur- 
ing the  ten  days  it  watt  shown. 

Exhibit  of  Collier  Collbction, 

During  two  weeks  in  Septenil>er  the  exhibit  of  nonie  300  original 
drawings  and  paintings  by  distinguished  American  illustrators,  known 
aa  the  Collier  colW-tion,  was  shown  in  the  Ryerson  Public  Library 
building.  This  exhibit  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  here  during  the  hottest  weather  the  city  had  ex- 
perienced for  many  years,  the  total  attendance  was  inore  than  18,000  and 
the  attendance  of  the  last  day  was  double  that  of  the  first  day.  In 
addition,  talks  were  given  in  the  lecture  room  every  afternoon  at  4 
o'clock  and  on  three  evening  of  each  week.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
this  exhibit  is  usually  shown  only  in  the  leading  art  galleries  of  the 
largest  cities. 

Tb-wel  Guides. 

Last  summer  (in  190D)  we  placed  on  one  of  the  tables  in  the  regis- 
tration room  a  large  collection  of  travel  guides,  the  printed  matter 
used  by  transportation  companies,  vacation  resorts,  etc.  These  things 
we  can  easily  get  for  the  asking  and  it  was  surprising  to  see  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  use<l  them.  The  jiurpose  of  these  guides.  t«^ther 
with  certain  books  in  the  Libi-ary,  which  were  also  placed  in  this 
room,  ia  that  persons  may  come  to  the  Library  to  plan  their  vacation. 
The  guides  ai-e  classified  and  placed  in  little  baskets  conveniently 
labeled.  The  things  in  them  have  l>een  renewed  from  time  to  time 
so  as  to  keep  jtace  witti  the  season. 

No  record  is  kept  of  the  use  made  of  them. 

Pn  I  STING. 

In  advertising  our  lectures  a  new  and  successful  feature  has  been  the 
printed  jdacard  for  store  and  office  windows  and  the  various  rooms  of 
the  building,  and  little  slips  containing  lists  of  books  on  the  subject  of 
the  lecture  which  were  placed  in  every  book  issued  a  week  before  the 
lecture. 

GenM-tx  FtRNiTLBB  Books. 

Our  collection  of  works  on  furniture  has  been  materially  strengthened 
by  miscellaneous  purchases  of  French.  English,  and  American  worka, 
but  especially  by  a  splendid  collection  on  furnitui-e  designing,  and  in- 
dustrial arts  from  Kerlin — 80  volumes.  These  books  must  be  seen  to 
be  really  appreciated.  Some  idea  of  their  value  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  the  average  price  jicr  volume  of  this  collection  was  about  |10. 

The  Sji.vllpox  EeiuEMic. 

Some  years  ago  a  smallpox  epidemic  closed  the  Library's  doors  for 
several  weeks.  When  the  epidemic  again  revived  in  the  siiring  and 
summer  of  1905,  the  Library  decide^l  to  make  an  effort  to  keep  open  and 
yet  make  the  circulation  of  books  safe.  . 

In  connection  with  the  Board  of  Health  we  fumigated  a))  th^siVublic 
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roome;  opening  and  thoroiiglily  furoigatiog  all  the  bookB  contained  in 
them.  This  was  done  after  closing  hourn.  Also  dnring  the  time  tlie 
epidemic  tasted,  all  books,  as  they  were  returned,  were  taken  to  a  per- 
fectly air-tight  room  where  a  formaldehyde  generator  was  lighted  every 
morning  and  evening.  The  books  all  had  to  be  oarefnily  opened,  otber- 
wise  the  fumes  did  not  permeate  to  the  very  back.  This  took  much  time 
and  expense,  bnt  we  felt  it  was  insigniilcant  as  compared,  with  the  clos- 
ing of  the  Library.    Our  street  index  was  also  a  help  in  locating  cases. 

SciIOOr.    AND    COI.LF.OK    CATALOGUES. 

A  table  in  the  reference  room  has  been  set  aside  for  school  and  col- 
lege catalogues.  In  this  collection  about  2(10  institutions  are  represented 
and  othei'S  are  tieing  mlded  constantly.  The  catalogues  are  classified 
according  to  the  character  of  the  institution  and  there  is  a  card  index  of 
names.  The  purpose  of  tbis  collection  is  1o  enable  those  who  are 
specially  interested  to  learn  without  difficulty  something  about  the  var- 
ious schools  and  colleges  of  the  country,  in  the  event  of  their  going  or 
sending  someone  away  from  borne  for  additional  education.  The  col- 
lection has  been  very  much  used,  especially  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber. Four  [lersons  at  one  time  have  been  noticed  studying  these  cat- 
alogues. 

Work  for  the  Blind. 

All  the  blind  people  in  the  city  of  whom  we  have  had  knowledge  were 
visited  by  onr  superintendent  of  circulation  last  year.  In  this  way  we 
found  out  how  many  could  read  and  what  kind  of  embossed  print  they 
could  read.  After  this  a  conference  of  the  blind  people  was  held  at  the 
Library  and  as  a  result  a  weekly  series'  of  readings  for  the  blind  was 
started.  Since  this  arrangement  was  made,  hooks  are  being  sent  for  by 
this  Library  from  outside  of  the  city  to  be  delivered  and  called  for  by 
the  Library  at  the  homes  of  the  blind  readers  in  Grand  Rapids  without 
any  expense  to  them.  It  is  believed  that  for  the  present  the  blind  can 
better  be  served  in  this  way  than  the  Library  to  purchase  books,  inas- 
much as  the  number  of  readers  is  relatively  small. 

Books  ox  American  P.^inteks. 

In  October.  IflOfi.  there  was  formally  turned  over  to  the  Library  the 
fund  of  110(10  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  Wooleey  Coit,  at  which 
time  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  voted  to  name  it  the  Charles 
Woolsey  Cbit  Fund.  The  income  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  only  in  the 
purchase  of  books  relating  to  Americanpainters.  It  is  the  hope  of  the 
Library  that  ultimately  there  will  be  a  considerable  number  of  such 
funds  for  sjwcific  purjKtses. 

Lectures. 

During  the  past  year  the  Library  has  ofi'ered  a  very  large  number  of 
lectures  which  ai-e  given  in  the  Kyerson  Public  Library  building.  Bis-, 
sell  House  Branch  Library,  beginning  with  Januarj,  1907,  at  the 
Sigsbee   School   Branch.     Most   of  these   lectures   attract   more  people 
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than  our  lecture  room,  is  able  to  acoommodate,  sometimes  the  number 
who  wish  to  hear  them  being  twice  as  many  as  the  lecture  room  is  able 
to  seat. 

HARTFORD  LADIKS'  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Pauline  T.  Hf.ald,  Secretary. 

We  now  have  ISOO  volumes  on  our  shelves — a  gaiu  of  200  during  the 
.vear.  Last  spring,  we  tried  to  secure  a  vote  from  the  township  to  ac- 
cept and  support  a  Carnegie  Library,  asking  for  |5,875,  to  require  i^- 
mill  tax  mounting  to  fSSf  annually.  We  proposed  to  turn  over  our 
books  to  the  township  Library  for  this  purpose.  The  proposition  waa 
defeated  by  a  small  majority,  but  we  hope,  in  the  near  future,  to 
succeed. 

HUDSON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

5I.\MIE   E,  IlAVfiNS,  LiBHARIAN. 

During  1!)00,  tlie  interest  in  the  Library  liei-c  has  been  on  the  increase. 
This  fall,  we  began  the  story  hour,  and  it  seems  to  be  much  enjoyed.  We 
have  had  not  quite  two  years  of  experience  so  feel  we  arc  only  beginning; 
but,  from  the  start,  a  good  many  children  have  patronized  the  Library. 

I  cannot  report  anything  especially  new. 

The  number  of  books  i»isued  during  lOOC.  not  including  this  week's 
record,  has  been  20,900 ;  2,380  borrowers  have  been  registered  since  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1005. 

IRON    MOUNTAIN,   CARNEGIE    LIBRARY. 
Margaret  McVety,  Librarian. 

During  1006  a  series  of  special  days  for  children  was  begun.  Fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth  grades  were  invited  by  rooms  to  the  library  on  Saturday 
for  a  story  hour  and  a  vei-y  simple  talk  on  books. 

To  add  somewhat  to  the  limited  pleasure  of  the  children  and  afford 
occasion  for  the  talks  a  number  of  magic  lantern  afternoons  were  given, 
the  slides  chosen  being  such  as  to  supplement  the  elementary  Greek  and 
Roman  history  covered  by  the  school  course.  The  simpler  books  of 
classic  myths  were  in  demand  for  some  time  afterward. 

Recently  a  contest  was  held.  The  picture  sides  of  the  paper  covers 
from  the  new  children's  books  wci-e  trimmed  out,  the  name  covered;  these 
were  mounted  in  groups  on  cardboard  and  numbered.  The  children 
discovered  from  the  books  in  their  rooms,  or  guessed,  the  proper  name 
and  from  the  catalogue  wrote  the  book  number.  A  large  number  of  the 
•yonnger  children  entered  and  were  keenly  interested. 

Invitations  were  extended  to  teachers  to  bring  classes  for  any  special 
occasion;  this  has  been  accepted  by  several. 

Teachers'  privileges  have  been  extended  both  as  to  the  number  of 
books  for  school  use  and  the  length  of  time.  ,  , 
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Collections  have  been  loaned  to  aoliools  to  be  re-loaned  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  teacher. 

The  list  of  magazines  for  adults  was  increased  in  the  fait  and  extra 
copies  of  the  best  popular  ones  are  now  circulated  with  a  three  day 
limit. 

Restrictions  on  the  bound  volumes  have  been  largely  removed,  and  all 
restrictions  on  no n- fiction. 

The  collection  of  works  on  engineering  has  been  materially  increased. 

Statistics  additions— 1108;  volumes— yiOO ;  circulation— 32,000. 


JACKSON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Celia  F.  \V.vldo,  Librabian. 

We  have  been  "behind  the  scenes"  a  good  share  of  this  year,  and  there- 
fore there  has  not  been  as  much  doing  as  i)erhaps  might  have  been  true 
under  ordinary  conditions  and  circumstances.  On  August  20th,  we 
opened  the  new  Carnegie  Lil»rary  formally  to  the  public — or,  rather, 
perhaps,  1  should  say,  informally.  At  any  rate  the  building  was  given 
over  for  two  days  to  the  public  to  inspect  from  cellar  to  garret— "up- 
stairs, down  stairs  and  in  the  lady's"  office  they  wandered,  and  on 
August  22ud  the  regular  work  of  the  library  began.  It  is  pleasant  to 
be  in  a  clean,  new,  and  quiet  place,  and  the  people  seem  to  appreciate 
the  change.  The  reading  room  is  especially  attractive,  and  even  the 
classic  front  of  the  building  suggests  that  there  is  room  enough  for 
all  who  care  to  come,  and  as  you  enter,  this  impression  is  confirmed. 

Three  more  schools  ha\-e  knocked  for  admission  to  the  branch  system, 
which  supplies  them  directly  with  books  for  school  use,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Library  once  a  year.  only.  We  have  now  eight  such  schools 
using  this  privilege  actively,  and  each  year  we  spend  for  them  alt  the 
fine  monies  that  accrue  from  the  state. 

The  whole  number  of  books  in  the  library  April  30,  1906,  was  29,724 
volumes. 

Added  bv  purchase  during  the  vear 687 

Added  \iy  gift 187 

Added  by  Public  documents , . , ,  305 

1179 
Withdrawn  and  worn  out,  lost,  and 

unaccounted    for 646 

Whole  number  belonging  at  date— April  30,  1906 30,257 

JONESVILLE   LADIES'   LIBRARY. 
Mary  D.  Graham,  Librabian. 

299  tickets  sold  during  year  (by  purchase).    5,482  books  drawn, 
134  volumes  added,  having  now  3,739  in  library;  51  public  documents, 
17  Geology  Atlases,  13  Geo.  Bulletins  received. 
We  feel  very  much  encoui-.iged  in  our  work  and  proud  of  our  Jones- 
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ville  Ladies'  Librarv,  and  we  hojw  tliut  sometime  in  the  future  we  may 
be  able  to  start  a  reading  room  for  tbe  young  people. 


LAKSIXG  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

GERTRI'DE    p.    HtMniREY,    LlBR.VatAS. 

The  Library  containR,  according  to  a  careful  estimate.  15,399  bound 
volumes,  has  on  file  115  current  periodicals,  and  baa  been  used  by  6813 
card  holders  and  49,294  readers  during  the  last  year. 

Special  Lines  of  Progress. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  features  of  tbe  work  of  tbe  past  year 
have  been  the  Sunday  afternoon  opening  and  the  extended  evening 
hours  since  January  1st;  the  development  of  tbe  children's  story  hour; 
the  establishment  in  April  of  tbe  rental  collection  of  books;  several 
changes  in  the  circulation  rules;  and  the  opening  of  a  second  branch 
library  through  the  efforts  of  the  City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 

I<es8  generally  known,  but  of  value  to  the  Library  and  its  future,  have 
been  the  steady  increase  in  new  borrowers  (1154),  the  apprentices'  ejt- 
aminntions  held  for  the  first  time  and  the  lectures  on  reference  work 
given  to  the  students  of  the  High  School, 

Growth. 

Of  the  2012  vohinies  added  to  the  Library,  13C0  have  been  purchased 
from  the  regular  book  fund  and  379  from  the  supplementary  reading 
or  contingent  fund,  the  latter  for  the  exclusive  use  of  students  during 
the  school  year.  Kighty-one  books  have  l>een  added  by  binding  and  292 
by  gift. 

Gifts. 

The  total  number  of  gifts,  so  far  I'ecordcd,  has  been  1.031, 
representing  77  givers.  We  have  licew  especially  grateful  for  a  few 
works  by  Lansing  authors,  to  add  to  the  already  small  beginnings  of 
an  autograph  collection  which  we  boi)e  will  increase  in  size  and  interest 
as  time  goes  on.  One  of  the  most  practical  of  tbe  gifts  of  the  past  year 
has  been  the  maintenance  of  the  Cedar  Street  Branch  Library  by  the 
Lansing  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 

Bookbinding  Exhibit. 

The  Library  was  fortunate  in  securing,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr, 
John  Cotton  Dana,  for  exhibit  from  tbe  2:!nd  to  the  27th  of  June,  the 
binding  exhibit  of  the  Newark  Public  Library,  This  exhibit  consists 
of  about  350  specimens  of  processes,  styles  and  failures  in  binding: 
binders'  material,  etc,  which  were  studied  with  much  interest  and 
profit  by  local  binders,  hook-lovers,  and  others.  Two  evenings  were 
given  up  to  informal  talks  and  explanations  by  some  of  our  leading 
binders. 
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T'SE. 

The  niimlter  of  new  borrowerK  luis  l)wn  1.154.  a  n*t  ini-reasp  of  1,123. 

No  effort  has  bet'n  made  to  attract  flie  public  except  hy  meanB  of  fre- 
quent Iwok  lists  in  the  local  papers  «nd  during  the  late  spring  the 
placing  of  Bigns.  giving  location,  bourn  of  the  Library  with  "Free  to 
all."  in  several  of  the  railway  stations,  factories,  and  in  the  postoffice. 
DiiubtlesR  the  results  of  this  will  be  largely  felt  during  tb©  coming 
year. 

Kkfeub\i:b  1>E. 

The  extra  hour  at  night  since  January  Ist.  and  the  Kunday  afternoon 
opening  of  three  hours  have  attracted  numbers  of  readers,  many  of 
tbcui  along  technical  lines.  The  total  recorded  number  of  49,2^  is 
probably  much  below  the  actual  facts,  owing  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  reading  rooms  and  the  work  at  the  desk  precluding  an  adequate 
count. 

Encouraging  facts  in  the  work  have  l)een  tlie  steadily  growing  imtpon- 
nge  of  the  Library  by  all  classes  (noticeably  artisans  and  business 
men),  and  the  apparent  appreciation  of  the  e<-ononiically  and  meagerly 
run,  branches  and  the  work  with  the  childivn. 

Since  spring  none  of  the  class  books  have  been  borrowed  until  after 
tbey  have  been  on  the  book  display  rack  a  week  for  the  examination  of 
all.  In  this  way  many  more  of  them  have  been  looked  through  here 
than  previously. 

Storv  Holb. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  features  of  the  year  has  been  this  work, 
largely  contributed  by  I.jinsing  friends,  nearly  all  of  them  being  trained 
and  experienced  kindergarteners. 

We  have  been  especially  fortunate  in  numbering  among  our  story 
tellers  Miss  Wheeler.  Principal  of  the  (irand  Kapids  Kindergarten 
Training  School;  Miss  Moore,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  many  other 
graduates  from  proniinent  kindergarten  schools. 

The  Christmas  story  hour,  told  hy  Mrs.  E.  M.  Lake,  with  the  ac- 
companying carols  and  a  Christmas  ti'ee — a  total  surprise  for  the  chil- 
dren— was  a  most  enjoyable  occasion  for  grownups  as  well  as  little 

Children's  Work. 

We  have  found  that  as  a  rule  little  advertising  of  the  story  hour  has 
l>een  adi'isable,  lest  we  would  be  overrun  by  eager  girlg  and  boys  and 
babies  waiting  for  4  o'clock,  each  one  asking.  ''Please  may  /  lead  the 
line,"  as  the  stories  have  usually  l)een  told  to  an  audience  seated  on  the 
Hoor  of  the  second  story  auditorium. 

A  May-pole  dance,  given  on  Saturday  afternoon,  May  5th,  was  quite 
a  delight  to  many  children  from  the  outlying  schools,  who  had  never 
seen  a  May-pole. 

The  second  annual  flower  show  of  the  children  of  the  public,  parochial 
and  German  schools,  was  held  cm  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening, 
September  Ifitb,  in  the  children's  room.  In  the  spring  seeds  had  been 
distributed   from  the  Library  through  the  schools  at  a   nominal  cost. 
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The  pri7^»  offered  were  books,  given  first  for  three  grades  of  bouquets 
nnd  second  for  the  best  garden  in  each  school. 

Special  I'bks  of  the  Building. — Drawino  Exhibit. 

On  December  27th.  28th  and  20th  an  exhibition  of  drawing  work  was 
held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Library  as  an  adjunct  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

I'SG  OK  THE  ItUIl.DlXli  BY  Cl.UUS. 

During  tlie  year  five  of  the  Women's  clubs  of  the  city  have  held,  with 
a  few  ex<-eptions,  tbeir  regular  meetings,  both  weekly  and  fortnightly, 
as  well  a«  some  receptions,  farces,  city  Federation  meetings  and  lec- 
tures, in  the  chili  rooms  and  anditoi-iuin  on  the  second  floor. 

Bra  X  CUES. 

The  Logan  Street  brancli  has  been  carried  on  during  the  year  with 
the  reading  and  delivery  room  open  on  Tuesday  nnd  Friday  evenings 
from  7  to  i>  j).  m..  with  a  few  exceptions. 


September    182  92  S 

October    6  257  136  9 

November    4  234  ISO  8 

December    0  169  113  8 

J&Duary    7  230  142  9 

I-'ebruary     G  180  119  8 

March    7  217  137  9 

April    fi  215  127  8 

May    5  167  119  9 

.Tune    6  173  136  9 

July    4  149  150  9 

August     9  127  121  g 

Total     60  2,290  1,512  103 

Cedar  Street  Braxcii, 

.V  branch  delivery  and  reading  room  was  opened  on  tlie  night  of  May 
INth,  in  the  Eighth  grade  rmnn  of  the  Cedar  Street  School.  The  club 
women  of  the  City  Federation  were  directly  responsible  for  this  start 
and  they  agreed  to  pay  the  running  expenses  until  fall,  to  demonstrate 
to  the  Board  of  Education  the  need  and  advisability  of  this  work.  The 
number  of  readerf  has  In-en  284  and  the  number  of  books  loaned  315 
thus  far.     The  room  has  been  ojien  14  evenings. 

Apprentices'   Exa  minatioxs. 

In  May  and  June  examinations  were  given  to  three  apprentice  eandi- 
dates,  two  of  whom  have  been  admitted  to  the  Library.  Two  other  ap- 
plicants for  apprenticeship  sjient  a  few  days  each  in  the  Library,  one 
of  whom  will  l>e  admitted  this  fall. 
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Although  this  training  requires  a  considerable  expenditure  of  time 
and  energy  and  is  consequently  an  expense  to  the  Library,  still  it  is 
an  investment  which  pays  good  dividends.  One  point  which  cannot 
be  too  strongly  insisted  upon,  is  that  certain  standards  must  be  main- 
tained in  the  selection  of  the  candidates  and  they  must  stand  strictly 
on  their  own  merits.  The  requirements  during  the  past  year  have  been 
a  satisfactory  entrance  examination  followed  by  six  months  of  service 
without  pay. 

ClRCLLATlOX, 

The  circulating  department  has  been  improved^ — first  by  the  change 
of  its  closing  hours  tu  8:30  p.  m.  tthis  experiment  has  thus  far  been 
quite  satisfactory,  allowing  time  for  a  considerable  start  on  the  morn- 
ing's work),  and  the  readers  have  seemed  content  to  borrow  all  books 
at  that  time. 

On  the  first  of  April  a  change  was  made  in  the  introduction  of  the 
date  when  the  books  are  due,  this  date  being  used  on  the  book  pocket, 
book,  cards,  etc.,  instead  of  the  date  of  issue.  The  rule  of  but  one 
book  of  fiction  on  a  card  was  rigidly  enforced  in  the  spring  and  re- 
placed the  two  volumes  which  had  been  allowed  by  request,  if  one  of 
these  was  an  old  or  standard  novel. 

The  juvenile  borrowers  have  been  given  for  the  first  time  a  distinct 
card,  cherry  l>cing  the  color  chosen— looking  toward  the  time  when 
their  books  will  l>e  issued  from  the  juvenile  room.  All  children  below 
seven  years  of  age  are  now  required  to  bring  word  from  tbeir  parents, 
stating  that  they  wish  them  to  take  library  books  and  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  use  of  this  privilege. 

Rrferknce  WonK. 

The  reference  use  of  the  Library  has  been  steadily  growing  so  that 
the  work  requires  much  more  of  the  staff's  time  than  formerly. 

A  few  of  the  clubs  have  co-oi>crated  more  than  ever  before  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  their  programs  in  consultation  and  in  accordance  with  our 
resources.  The  handling  of  the  large  number  of  Central  School  and  other 
pupils — nearly  all  wanting  help  at  the  same  moment — lias  taken  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  energy.  However,  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  primary 
reference  books,  catalogs  and  decimal  classifications,  with  various  prac- 
tical problems,  was  given  during  the  winter  and  spring  by  the  Librarian, 
to  all  of  the  High  School  students,  taking  the  classes  a  section  at  a  time. 
More  personal  work  has  also  been  done  with  pupils  and  others.  Beneficial 
results  of  this  instruction  were  very  soon  noticeable  and  we  expect 
them  to  continue. 

Grade  Libilvries. 

Dxtra  work  has  been  done  on  the  grade  traveling  libraries  which  need 
to  be  completely  reorganized.  Many  new  volumes  are  needed.  The  cir- 
culation has  fallen  off  quite  largely  becanae  the  children  have  read  and 
re-read  most  of  them.  Raring  the  summer  many  have  been  rebound  and 
others  repaired  at  the  Library  and  some  withdrawn.  Those  readyMfor 
circulation  are, now  in  good  shape,  O 
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Extra  Work. 

The  extra  occasions — lectures,  etc. — for  tlie  general  public  were 
largelj  given  up  and  centered  in  the  children's  story  hour.  Holidays 
and  important  birthdays  were  commemorated  on  the  bulletin  boards 
and  Christmaa  and  patriotic  days  were  observed  with  appropriate  dec- 
orations of  greens  and  tiags. 

The  renewal  of  books  and  other  information  furnished  by  telephone, 
together  with  many  hundreds  of  special  library  and  book  permits  dated 
etc.,  for  the  High  School  pupils,  has  consumed  a  large  amount  of  time. 

liirOKT-iXT    PCRCIIASES    AND    IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  typewriter  has  been  bought;  a  Bell  telephone  added;  a  limited 
supply  of  sci-eens  obtained;  a  badly  needed  cement  floor  laid  in  the 
janitor'8  room;  simple  lights  have  been  placed  at  the  sides  of  the  main 
entrance;  porch  boxes  have  made  the  steps  more  attractive  during  the 
summer,  and  a  cement  walk  for  the  High  School  bordering  the  Litirary 
lawn,  has  made  a  vast  improvement.  The  grounds  will  be  greatly  bet- 
tered when  the  long-deferred  and  much  bopedfor  grading  of  the  east 
portion  has  been  linished. 

Finances. 

During  the  past  year  the  average  amount  expended  per  Iwrrower  has 
been  07  cents  and  per  citizen  liiV^  cents,  apportioned  on  the  basis  of 
20,000  pojnilation  given  by  the  City  Directory  for  7 

STATISTICS. 


p  1906. 


Total  number  of  volumes  In  library 15,399 

Total  Dumber  of  volumeB  In  circulation 39.716 

Total    number    readers 49,294 

Total  number  of  card-holders 6,843 

Total  number  of  new  card-holders 1,154 

Total   numbe-   perio<ilcals    (current) 116 

Total   receipts    16.500  51 

Total   expenses    (4,578  95 


Number  of  volumes  In  library  at  beginning  of  year 14.365 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase 1,739 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift 292 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  binding 81 

'I'otal  added  2,012 

Total  In  library  15,399 


NumLer  of  books  rebound 364 

Numher  or  hooka  rebound  and  repaired 507 

Number   of    magazines   bound 68 

Number  of  newspapers  bound  (■■■rii~inL;  ^' 

Average  cost  per  volume  of  blndins  l)ooks :;.S-.'.C^y  |i(|  31 

Average  cost  per  volume  ot  hindin!:  magazines 71 
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MAKISTEH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Kl-IZA    E.   TOWNSRXD.   LinRARiAN". 

The  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  every  way,  the  or}tanization  of 
thp  library  having  been  completed,  its  policy  f<»rnied  and  many  lines  of 
activity  opened. 

The  adult  and  juvenile  »helf  listH  and  catalogs  have  l>een  flniobed  and 
kept  up  to  date.  For  tliive  months  during  llie  winter  Miss  Florence 
Hays,  of  Osbkosh,  Wisconein,  was  employed  as  cataloger  for  the  old 
school  library  l>ooks,  and  rendered  most  eiHeient  service. 

The  library  ia  in  good  working  order  with  7,-159  volumes  on  the  shelves, 
an  increase  of  2,71i>  over  last  year,  a  comparatively  large  increase  made 
possible  by  many  generous  gifts. 

The  total  circulation  for  the  fiscal  year  was  54.711,  which  includes 
also  the  circulation  at  the  two  school  libraries.  The  fiction  per  cent 
of  circulation  for  adult  and  juvenile  books  was  .fio.  a  decrease  irom 
the  last  report  of  three  per  cent. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  1.782  borrowers.  This 
has  increased  to  3,3!)3,  which,  however,  does  not  include  the  cards  since 
cancelled,  used  hy  a  number  of  reaorters  and  transients  during  the 
summer  season.  The  total  represents  about  one-fifth  of  Manistee's  popu- 
lation. The  number  of  readers  could  be  more  than  doubled  if  the  li- 
brary's resources  would  permit  of  distributing  stations  in  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  city. 

The  attendance  in  the  reading  room  has  continued  very  large.  It  was 
found  necessary,  during  the  winter  months,  to  purchase  more  chairs  for 
the  Children's  Room.  The  total  number  of  readers  recorded  for  all 
rooms,  a  record   necessarily  inaccurate,  is  42.H;i8  for  the  ,vear. 

Reference  work  is  one  of  Ihe  most  imiwrtant  parts  of  a  library's  ad- 
ministration. A  new  encycloi)edia.  atlas,  other  smaller  works,  also  the 
newly  bound  magazines,  have  added  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  a  service 
now  rapidl.v  increasing.  No  separate  i-ecord  is  kept  of  this  room;  but 
such  a  record  will  soon  be  of  use  and  of  great  interest. 

Work  in  the  Children's  Room  shows  much  growth  and  the  space  is 
often  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity.  There  are  now  2.26!)  juvenile  books 
which  circulated  during  the  year  28.443  times,  an  average  of  over  12 
readings  for  every  book. 

The  two  weekly  story  hours  have  l>een  largely  attended.  I.^st  winter 
Mrs.  AV.  J.  (iregoi'v  had  chai-ge  of  the  Saturday'  afternoon  story  hour 
for  the  older  children.  It  is  now  in  charge  of  Miss  Mary  Loudon.  The 
Friday  afternoon  story  for  the  very  little  children  is  told  by  Miss  Har- 
riet Ajer.  an  assistant  in  the  library.  During  the  winter  a  Boys'  Clnb 
and  a  Oirls'  Club  were  organized,  Mrs.  F.  W,  M'hite  conducted  the 
Boys'  flub,  assisted  by  Mr.  Chelsea  Foy  and  Mr.  Harold  Tibbitts.  This 
year  it  is  led  l>y  Sliss  Marinetfe  Ramtdell  with  the  same  assistants.  The 
Oirls'  ('lull  is  under  the  direct  c<introl  of  the  lihracian.  assisted  by 
Miss  Jane  I'clric.  Regular  courses  of  story  telling  and  reading  are 
followed  in  these  story  hours  and  cinhs.  and  the  results  have  fuH,v 
justified  all  the  effort. 
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Of  the  three  Ward  Rchool  libraries  piit  under  the  dii-eetion  of  the 
Library  Board,  it  wa«  decided  to  ooiitiinie  two  as  cimilatinR  libraries 
at  the  schools,  these  schools  beiiic  quite  a  dmtauce  from  the  library 
building. 

Co-operation  with  the  teachers  has  been  encouraged  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. Eighty-eight  teachers'  cards  are  now  in  Benice.  many  taking 
class  room  libraries  in  this  \i'ay.  Drawing  exhibits  from  the  schools 
have  been  on  exhibition  in  the  fhildren's  Room  during  the  school  year. 
A  few  pictures,  about  two  hundred,  have  been  prepared  for  circulation 
among  the  teachers. 

The  High  School  has  come  to  tiie  library  in  regular  classes  this  fall 
for  practical  lectures  on  the  use  of  tlie  catalog  and  reference  books. 
Instruction  is  also  given  when  possible  to  groups  of  children. 

WoKK  With  Cllbs. 

This  has  not  as  yet  grown  very  extensive;  but  books  for  special  Btudy 
work  have  been  bought  when  ueeded  and  willing  assistance  given  iu  the 
reference  room. 

Three  traveling  libraries  have  been  prepared  and  sent  out;  one  to  the 
Mercy  Hospital,  one  to  the  Fire  station  and  the  third  to  the  "("hristian 
Home,"  an  institution  carried  on  for  tlie  amusement  and  benefit  of  hoys. 

The  library  owns  books  in  four  foi-eign  languages.  Polish.  Swedish, 
German  and  Norwegian.  These  special  libraries  are  very  small  and 
need  many  more  books  to  be  of  much  value. 

Many  books  and  magazines  have  been  given  to  the  library  this  year. 
With  the  proceeds  of  a  loan  picture  exhibition  the  I>akeside  Club  pre- 
sented the  library  with  four  l)eautiful  framed  reproductions  of  famous 
paintings,  which  were  gladly  received.  This  fall  the  Civics  Department 
of  the  same  chib  gave  the  book  fuud  f  17<'^.-(),  gained  from  a  flower  festi- 
val. The  W.  C,  T.  U.  also  kindly  donated  a  portrait  of  Fi-ances  Willard 
to  hang  in  the  auditorium.  The  local  newspaiiers  have  given  weekly  space 
for  Library  Notes,  which  have  been  a  gi-cat  aid  in  advertising.  A  gen- 
eral list  of  donors  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  statistical  report. 


MENDON  TOWNSHIP  FREK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gr.\ce  Osgood,  Lmn.MtiAX. 

We  opened  our  new  Carnegie  I^ibi-ary  on  May  'it!,  lifOIJ,  with  almut 
5,000  volumes.  1.000  l>eing  for  reference  work.  Have  just  ordered  about 
150  new  books.  We  will  soon  establish  the  Children's  Hour.  Our 
]>atr<ms  nundW  about  Si*'). 

MONROE  CITY  LIBRARY. 

JkNXIK    S.  W.\l.l-All^.    LlllR.\IIIAN. 

While  our  library  has  n<)f  e-jfablished  any  biaucli  libraries,  it  is  in 
better  condition  as  a  library  than  at  this  time  lust  year,  as  far  as  general 
order  is  concei'ned. 
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We  liave  put  in  a  new  International  Encyclopedia  and  carry  a  nice 
line  of  magazines.  Last  month  1,049  used  the  reading  room.  The  pro- 
portion of  children  who  use  the  library  in  small. 


MT.  CLEMENS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
GitACB  L.  Farrau,  .Assistant  Librarian. 

Oiira  is  a  school  library  in  a  Carnegie  biiildinfc  without  any  branches. 
This  is  our  second  year  in  this  building  and  while  we  hare  been  very 
active,  the  activities  are  not  of  such  a  nature  a«  to  make  much  of  a 
ehowing.  Our  work  for  the  children  has  probably  been  more  general 
than  in  other  departments,  ^\'e  have  added  two  stacks  to  their  room  and 
about  '500  books.  In  the  main  reading  room  of  the  library  we  have 
added  to  the  reading  matter  of  this  year  a  large  number  of  magazines, 
)>eriodicals  and  metropolitan  daily  pai)ers.  We  have  also  added  a  aub- 
Rcription  department  wherein  are  kept  duplicates  of  popular  works  of 
fiction,  which  circulate  principally  among  transients  at  a  nominal  fee. 

These  adjuncts,  while  slight  in  themselves,  have  increased  greatly  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  both  to  our  own  people  and  the  many  visitore  to 
our  city. 

We  have  already  added  since  the  first  of  July  about  500  new  books 
to  the  open  stacks  and  have  several  hundred  more  under  contemplation. 

MT.  PLEASANT  CENTRAL  NORMAL  LIBRARY. 

SI.  L.  CoxvEBSE.  Librarian. 

A  small  collection  of  books  has  been  placed  in  each  of  the  eight  grades 
of  the  training  school  and  a  collection  of  picture  books  in  the  kinder- 
garten. We  hope  soon  to  have  a  children's  library  at  the  training 
school,  when  these  honks  will  be  placed  together. 

Many  valuable  sets  of  periodicals  have  been  added  during  the  year, 
thus  strengthening  the  i-efereiice  department. 

A  cork  carpet  on  tlie  floor  of  the  reading  room  conduces  to  quiet 
study. 

XILES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Onii.r-  P.  Cooi.iDGE,  Lidrakian'. 

Report  of  the  Xiles  ruhlir  Library,  December.  19 03 -Decern her.  1906. 

The  Niles  Public  Library  has  been  open  every  day  for  circulation  ex- 
cept Sundays  and  legal  holidays;  the  reading  room  has  been  open  every 
day  except  Christmas  and  Thanksgiving  Days.  The  total  circulation 
for  the  year  has  been  19.f!91  hooks,  averaging  00  books  per  day.  The 
number  of  new  borrowers  during  the  year  is  547,  making  the  total  regis- 
tration since  the  library  first  was  o]>ened  in  November,  1904,  2,085. 

Five  hundre<1  and  seventy-four  books  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  this  numl)er  including  gifts  and  public  documents. 

.\n  attempt  to  secure  more  co-operation  l>etween  the  public  schools 
and  the  library,  has  met  with  great  success,  noticeable  by  the  increase  of 
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juvenile  readers  and  the  better  class  of  books,  selected  by  the  young 
people. 

A  story  hour  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  interest  in  the  library  among 
the  youngest  children  has  been  inaugurated  this  fall.  It  is  too  early  to 
judge  of  the  results,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  number  of  onr  young 
readers  may  be  gi-eatly  increased  and  that  a  taste  for  the  best  literature 
may  be  formed  among  them. 

We  trj'  to  keep  lists  of  books,  either  of  new  bonks  or  books  on  special 
subjects  in  our  daily  newspapers  and  on  our  bulletin  board  every  week. 
We  are  also  trying  different  means  of  advertising,  having  printed  no- 
tices of  various  kinds  placed  in  the  public  establishments  of  the  city 
and  in  the  various  factories. 

The  Niles  Township  Library  has  recently  placed  its  books  on  our 
shelves  and  will  in  the  future  contribute  annnally  for  the  support  of 
our  library  and  in  return  ai-e  to  have  all  the  privileges  of  residents  of 
the  city. 

OWOSSO  L.\DIES'   LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION. 
Frances  A.  Joxes,  Librari.\n". 

We  are  just  managing  to  keep  the  library  open  until  the  time  conies 
to  turn  it  over  to  the  city.  Just  now,  the  public  demands  economy  of 
the  city  fathers.  In  a  few  years,  I  hope,  a  public  library  will  awaken 
their  interest. 

In  the  juvenile  department  we  have  endeavored  to  turn  the  boys  from 
exclusive  reading  of  blood-curdling  talcs  of  adventure  to  a  more  whole- 
some diet  of  stories  of  everyday  life,  of  camping,  ball-playing  and 
school  life.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  boys  enjoy  the  new  books. 
In  selecting  books  of  permanent  value,  we  are  governed  by  the  Women's 
Clubs  largely.  This  year  we  have  added  quite  a  number  of  valuable 
books  on  France. 

Owosso  does  not  seem  to  be  a  "reading  town."  The  liookseilers  and 
Tabard  Inn  Library  complain  that  thei-e  is  little  interest  in  books  and 
only  popular  new  novels  in  demand. 


PORT  HURON  PT'BLIC  LIBRARY. 
Alta   StANSBiny,  LiBR.\niAN. 

The  annual  report  of  our  circulation  will  of  course  not  be  completed 
until  after  the  end  of  the  month,  but  will  be  about  58,000.  with  be- 
tween 5,000  and  0,000  sulrecribers.  We  now  have  over  13,000  books,  not 
counting  our  public  and  state  documents.  We  have  one  small  branch 
library,  only  100  volumes,  in  South  Park,  one  of  our  suburbs,  and  it  is 
fairly  well  patronized.  Another  one  is  to  be  started  soon  in  the  north 
end  of  town,  the  great  length  of  our  town  making  the  two  branches 
advisable. 

The  use  of  the  library  by  the  clubs  and  schools  lliis  winter  has  been 
remarkably  good.  Two  flourishing  clubs  iwhicli  meet  n^  the  librar*). 
a  University  Extension  lecture  course  on  English  comedy,  together  with 
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the  scliool  work,  have  given  us  a  circulation  of  the  most  satisfactory 
kind.  And  the  use  thjtt  is  made  of  our  scientific  Iwoks  has  shown  ub 
tliat  we  can  be  of  genuine  help  in  that  line.  We  have  made  an  effort  for 
the  last  two  vears  to  build  up  that  side  of  our  library,  and  we  shall 
devote  special  attention  to  it  again  this  year. 

Over  one-third  of  our  cii'culatnm  is  with  the  children.  We  hare  a 
weekly  story -hour,  held  Satunlay  aftern<H)n8.  We  have,  from  30  to  100 
children  each  time,  one  exci>ptional  time  having  180.  The  library  owns 
a  lantern,  and  after  the  holidays  a  series  of  talks  will  be  given  with 
which  the  lantern  is  to  be  used. 

The  St.  (Mair  County  Normal  Kchool  is  held  in  the  second  floor  of 
the  library  building.  The  librarian  gives  a  weekly  lecture  to  the  school 
on  the  use  of  the  library,  the  use  of  reference  books,  selection  and  buying 
of  children's  Itooks,  This  work  is  graded  and  is  counted  in  with  the 
regular  work  of  the  school. 

The  local  pa[)er8  are  very  good  about  printing  lists  of  the  new  books. 
I'cading  lists.  si>ecial  lists  of  all  sorts,  all  library  news  items.  A  list  of 
ail  meetings  {of  clubs,  etc.*  to  be  held  in  the  library  during  the  week, 
with  programs  as  far  as  possible,  is  sent  to  the  papers  at  the  beginning 
of  each  week. 

Our  plans  for  the  winter  inchide  extending  onr  work  with  the  schools, 
and  bringing  our  books  l>efore  the  men  of  the  trades  and  manufacturing 
concerns  of  the  city.  Lists  of  books  have  already  been  sent  to  the 
latter,  and  will  lie  followed  by  other  lists  later. 

We  have  a  good  German  librar.v  of  almost  1,000  volumes,  which  is 
well  used  by  the  Cermans  of  the  city. 

AVe  also  have  a  very  g<H)d  collection  of  Itraun  pictui-es,  and  they  are 
used  a  great  deal  by  oiir  art  clubs  and  students. 

Our  work  has  in  it  nothing  new.  but  it  is  very  busy  work  and  we  feel 
that  we  ai-e  alive  and  growing. 


SA<J1\AW  HOYT  LIBRARY. 

HaBRIET   A^lES.    LlBR.vniAX. 

The  Iloyt  Library  seems  to  be  justifying  its  existence. 

During  the  jiast  year  2I.ilS5  people  have  availed  themselves  of  its 
o|H'n  door  and  have  used  in  their  researches  55,804  books,  drawn  from 
every  department  of  study.  This  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of  1,500 
students  and  :i.'21i  Iwoks. '    " 

The  clubs,  nine  in  uunilier.  have  done  esiwcially  good  work,  and  .1,700 
s<hool  children  have  l>een  assisted  in  their  studies,  against  ;1.000  last 
year. 

The  library  purchases  are  limited  to  standard  books  for  study  and 
each  book  is  cliosen  for  some  actual  need.  The  reading  room  is  sup- 
plied with  125  of  the  best  period icals^Knglish.  American,  French  and 
(iernian,  and  the  entire  cidlcction  of  books  and  periodicals  is  free  to  any 
one  who  wishes  to  use  them. 


i.vL.ooglc 
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tUTrKOIH  I'l'BLir  LIBRARY. 

AtlUA     FaTTERSON.    LlBR.VKlAN. 

Our  Mbi'iU'.v  lias  been  doing  good  work  in  all  of  ita  In-anclies.  Tlie  cir- 
culation is  much  larger,  we  liave  more  readers  and  tlie  reference  t>ookH 
have  beeh  used  by  tlie  public  in  general  more  than  anv  time  in  five  .vears. 
It  i8  patronized  largely  by  the  children  and  we  are  very  careful  to  give 
them  books  that  will  Wnefit  them. 

The  school  has  a  small  library  but  use  the  public  library  for  History, 
Scienct^  Poems,  ('lassies.  Natural  History  and  also  a  gii'at  many  ar- 
ticles from  the  different  i-eviews  on  the  tables. 

The  clubs  find  the  library  a  great  benefit  to  (hem  and  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  books  not  in  circulation  to  the  general  public. 

We  have  SMiiH  circnlating  books;  these  do  not  include  government  or 
state  reports;  141  refei'vn<'e  books,  and  SiiO  bound  magazines. 

In  the  past  year,  added  to  the  library  C5  books,  1  atlas,  i  i-eference. 


TRAVKKKE  CITY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Helen  Stoit,  Luirabiax. 

The  two  most  important  activities  of  our  library  for  the  past  year 
ai-e  the  opening  of  a  branch  and  starting  the  story  hour  for  the  children. 
The  branch  is  in  the  Oak  Park  wliool  building  and  was  started  witli 
about  four  hundred  volumes.  After  being  open  two  months  there  are 
300  patrons  enrolled,  most  of  them  children,  and  -.(i34  books  have  been 
given  out.  Books  are  sent  from  the  main  every  week  or  two  and 
changed  as  often  as  necessary.  The  branch  is  open  every  afternoon  and 
will  be  o|>en  evenings  as  soon  as  tlie  electric  lights  are  connected. 

The  story  hour  work  for  the  children  was  started  in  October.  There 
are  two  story  hours  a  week  at  the  main  and  two  at  the  branch.  One 
hour  there  are  fairy  stories  for  the  little  ones  and  at  the  other  King 
Arthur  stories. 

Co-operating  with  one  of  the  mothers'  clubs  we  have  arranged  a  list 
of  books  for  children  by  grades.  This  list  is  published  in  pamphlet 
form  and  has  l)een  distributed  throughout  the  schools.  It  is  very  success- 
ful and  we  have  more  calls  for  the  stories  on  the  list  than  we  can  supply. 

There  has  I>een  a  very  encouraging  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reading 
rooms  and  in  the  reference  work.  Our  percentage  of  class  books  issued 
is  larger  than  it  was  last  year. 

The  librarian  spent  four  months  in  Cleveland,  working  and  studying 
their  system.  That  may  not  lie  considered  part  of  the  activity  of  the 
library,  but  it  has  lieli)ed  the  work  very  much  and  has  resulted  in  the 
story-hour  work  and  a  good  many  other  improvements. 

Our  library  has  l»een  completely  recajalogued  in  the  last  year  and  a 
half.     The  Hewey  decimal  system  was  nseil. 


i.vL.ooglc 
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VASSAR  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

W.  Sherman'  Lister,  Librarian. 

Number  volumes — about  l.HOO. 

Volumes  withdrawn — for  refereiif-e,  2,000;   for  general  reading,  800. 
Volumes  added  during  year — 70. 
Amount  expended  for  books — $79.18. 

New  cases  for  bookB  Iiave  been  made  and  library  catalogued  according 
to  the  decimal  system. 


YPSILASTI  LADIES'  LIBRARY. 
Lucy  B.  LooMis,  Lidrakian. 

All  our  work  has  been  purely  local,  as,  despite  our  age,  we  are  not 
sufficiently  strong  to  branch  out  in  other  directions.  Our  efforts  have 
been  especially  directed  towards  the  enlargement  of  our  reference  li- 
brary, as  that  branch  of  our  work  is  growing  steadily.  In  this,  we  have 
been  very  successful. 

The  revision  of  our  card  catalog  and  the  preparation  of  a  printed  one 
for  the  benefit  of  patrons  who  send  for  books  have  furnislied  work  for 
the  time,  not  demande«l  by  the  regular  routine  of  library  work. 

This  report  seems  meager,  but  we  shall  hope  for  greater  results  now 
that  we  are  established  on  a  sound  foundation. 


YPSILANTI  ri'BLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 
Miu)RKD  S.  Smith,  Libharian. 

The  Public  School  Library  of  Ypsilanti  now  numbers  6,-170  volumes. 
During  year  ending  Sept.  1,  IHOfi,  IGl  volumes  added.  Care  has  to  be 
taken  in  buying  books  to  get  only  what  is  needed  of  the  Iiest  and  not  a 
large  number,  as  the  library  is  small  and  there  is  very  little  space  for 
putting  in  new  stacks.  One  new  caKe  of  !.">  shelves  has  just  been  placed 
in  a  convenient  place  for  the  grade  chiJdi'en.  Juvenile  books  of  all  kinds 
are  kept  here. 

No  data  is  kept  of  circulation  of  hooks. 

We  take  17  perioilicals.  Readers"  Oiiide  to  Periodical  Literature  and 
a  Chicago  daily  newspaper. 

The  grade  libraries  (branches  of  thisl  in  the  ward  schools  have  been 
looked  over,  rebound,  and  reclassified.  Nearly  all  fiction  taken  out  and 
placed  in  main  library,  thus  increasing  circulation  of  main  library. 

A  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  by  high  school  students 
and  grade  children  has  been  felt  this  past  year,  as  well  as  by  alumni 
attending  normal  and  university. 


l.;>L.OOglC 
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STATE  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 

First  District. 
JosEPEiiNE  C.  Priest,  Detroit,  Bepokt. 

Your  member  from  the  First  District  respectfully  reports  tliat  the 
work  of  library  extension  done  this  year  by  the  local  comniittees  has 
surpassed  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  Twentieth  Club  has  placed  six  traveling  libraries  as  follows: 
Two  in  the  school  at  Kcorse,  one  in  the  Michigan  Alkali  Works  at  Ford. 
Three  were  ordered  at  the  Princess  Manufacturing  Co.,  Detroit,  but 
only  two  could  be  supplied  under  the  State  Library  rules.  The  Detroit 
Review  Club  has  established  five  traveling  libraries  and  three  special  in 
the  following  places:  Banner  Laundering  Co.,  C.  H.  Hat>erkorn  &  Co., 
Bay  Chemical  Co.,  Zacharias  &  Mason  Co.,  Northville  Woman's  Club, 
Elsie  Woman's  Study  Clnb,  Clarkston  Woman's  Literary  Club.  Zelima 
&  Jewish  Woman's  Club  have  placed  three  this  year,  one  at  Alex.  Gor- 
don's Cigar  Manufactory,  Zacharias  Shirt  Waist  Factory  and  also  at 
Arci  Club,  Wayne. 

Five  of  the  large  plants  who  were  supplied  from  the  State  Library 
last  year  returned  their  books  as  they  found  that  the  City  Library  would 
furnish  them  with  150  volumes  at  one  time,  delivering  and  collecting 
free  of  charge.  The  club  women  feel  that  they  have  done  a  good  work 
in  bringing  about  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  City  Library,  for  this 
work  should  have  been  done  years  ago.  However,  there  is  much  for  the 
women  to  do,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  city  limits  by  the  addition  of 
Delray,  Woodmere  and  Rouge,  with  their  large  manufactories  and  nu- 
merous employes,  creates  a  demand  for  library  work. 

The  public  schools  of  our  city  are  well  supplied  with  reading  matter 
from  the  city  library. 

There  are  three  social  settlements  in  the  pastern  portion  of  the  city, 
in  which  district  the  shims  of  our  city  may  be  found.  These  settle- 
ments are  doing  much  for  the  upbuilding  of  humanity,  young  and  old; 
city  library  furnishes  books  for  their  use. 

Impromptu  talks  by  competent  citizens  are  given  at  (he  central  li- 
brary every  Saturday  afternoon  in  the  children's  department  and  will 
be  carricil  on  at  the  several  branches  as  soon  as  suitable  accommoda- 
tions can  be  found.  There  are  now  six  branch  libraries  oiierating  in 
rented  rooms  with  one  exception,  the  first  branch  library  Imilt  and 
owned  by  the  City  Library  ('ommiuNion  has  just  been  formally  opened, 
corner  of  Field  and  Agnes  avenues.     The  shelves  will  have  3,0(10  Iwoks. 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 
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Second  I>!STRirT. 
Makv  S.  Miller,  Adrian,  Report. 

It  is  with  uiiDf:)^'<]  feelings  of  plojiHure  and  regn-t  that  I  present  this 
i-cport,  reyi-et  that  so  little.  Beeuiincl.v,  ha8  been  aci-onipliahed.  pleasure 
that  the  cUibs  of  mv  district  ai-e  at  hist  awakening  in  some  degree  to 
the  .iinportanee  of  the  work,  and  exei-ring  theniHclvf^s  to  do  what  they 
<an  to  help  along  the  ranse  of  library  extension, 

Thei-e  ai-e  at  present  2(t  clubs  in  the  Second  District.  The  rbautauqiia 
Kendiug  Circle  of  Moreuci  has.  I  am  informed,  Iteen  disbanded. 

The  following  olubs  have  library  conniiittees  ready  for  work:  Adrian 
Woman's  riuh.  Woman's  Literary  Club.  Plymouth.  Northville  Woman's 
Club,  Saturday  Club.  Manchester,  Monday  Club.  Tecumseh. 

The  following  clubs  report  themselves  without  library  committees: 
Friday  Clul),  Hudson.  Home  (Culture  Club.  Mistletoe  Club.  Mosaic  Club, 
A'iolet  Crown  Chth,  Tuesday  (.'Inb,  Phoenix  Circle,  all  of  Jackson,  Wo- 
man's league,  U.  of  M..  Ann  Arbor,  Ladies'  Literary  Club,  Ypsilanti. 

Information  gained  from  reports  of  various  chibs: 

Tecumseh  and  Hudson  have  Carnegie  libraries,  valued  at  110.000,00 
each,  and  ground  will  soon  be  broken  in  Adrian  for  a  f25.000.O0 
Carnegie  library. 

The  Hudson  and  Tecumseh  libraries  are  patronize)!  by  the  [leople  of 
the  surrounding  country. 

The  one  mill  tax  gives  Hudson  Library  an  in<-ome  of  tt,900.00  an- 
nually, but  the  contingent  fund  gets  the  |ieual  fines.  The  Woman's 
Literary  Club  gave  $25.00  towards  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  Fri- 
day Cluh  bought  a  fine  electric  clock  for  this  library. 

The  library  committee  of  the  Monday  Chib,  Tecnmseh.  reports  that 
all  districts  schools  in  that  neighborhood,  except  one,  have  libraries  in 
the  school  buildings,  none  exceeding  100  volumes,  and  that  all  the  penal 
fines  are  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  farmers  in  this  vicinity 
are  an  unusually  well  educated,  cultui-ed  class,  and  fully  appreciate  the 
l>eneflts  of  a  good  library. 

School  libraries  in  Hunimit  and  Merrimau  Districts.  Jackson  County, 
are  I'eported  ^erv  good.  The  amount  of  library  moneys,  however,  is 
usually  so  small  that  district  libraries  suffer  accordingly,  unlras  aided 
by  private  parties. 

Manchester,  Washtenaw  County,  has  a  good  township  library,  con- 
sisting of  several  hundred  books  by  standard  anthoi's.  This  year  they 
had  J.'W.!)2  in  the  fund  to  be  spent  for  new  books. 

Spafford  District  School,  the  only  one  in  the  township  in  which  Man- 
chester is  situated  having  a  library  of  its  own.  has  a  good  one  consist- 
ing of  over  two  hundred  of  the  best  books,  which  are  constantly  being 
added  to.     It  is  supported  by  private  contribntions  and  socials. 

Two  traveling  libraries  are  in  use  in  Manchester,  as  the  result  of  the 
efforts  of  (iie  library  committee  of  the  Saturday  Club,  and  a  talk  given 
there  by  Mrs.  Sp*;uccr  on  library  extension,  one  in  the  eighth  grade  of 
the  public  schools,  and  one  by  the  chib  in  its  own  work.  Both  these 
libraries  are  valued  very  highly,  DisrizHd^y^iOOQlC 
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Pl.vnioiith  has  no  public  library,  and  as  the  villajp"  is  heavily  in  debt 
already,  the  library  committee  of  the  Woman's  Literary  Club  feel  that 
it  would  not  now  be  possible  to  obtain  the  extra  taxation  newssary  to 
establish  one.  They  are  very  ambitious.  neverthelesR,  to  see  a  library 
established  thei'e,  and  are  using  every  effort  to  attain  the  desired  end. 

As  a  thorough  investigation  was  made  last  winter  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  the  penal  fines  in  the  towii»hip  and  district  libraries  in  the 
country  around  Adi-ian.  thei-e  was  little  left  for  the  library  committee 
of  the  Woman's  riub  to  do  in  this  direction.  The  committee  is  organ- 
ized and  ready  for  any  work  that  may  be  asked  of  them  durintt  the 
coming  year.  We  have  used  the  (raveling  libraries  for  several  years  in 
our  club  work  and  have  found  them  of  great  benefif  to  our  ladies. 

On  the  morning  of  November  4t!i,  last,  I  spoke  before  the  Hillsdale 
County  Teachers'  Institute  on  the  subject  of  library  extension.  The 
teachers  seemed  much  interested  and  asked  several  (jueations  concerning 
it,  but  I  d^  not  know  whether  my  talk  hei-e  resulted  in  any  increased 
demand  for  the  traveling  library  throughout  Hillsdale  county. 

On  March  7th  I  read  a  pai>er  at  Tecnmseh  heftu-e  the  I*nawee  County 
Federation,  at  which  meeting  the  repi-esenta fives  of  seven  clubs  were 
present.  .Although  no  definite  action  was  taken  in  the  matter  I  feel 
assured  that  I  succeeded  in  making  the  library  work  much  more  a  living 
issue  to  them  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  and  that  no  small  proportion 
of  the  progress  T  have  previously  noted  was  the  result  of  this  meeting. 


TiiiRo  DisrnicT. 

(lERTKLDE    K.    I'HINDLE,    CllARLOTTE,    KePORT. 

This  i-eport  lias  to  be  confined  almost  entirely  to  Eaton  county;  al- 
though the  counties  of  Kalamazoo.  Branch,  (Calhoun  and  Hillsdale  are 
in  this  district.  I  have  had  but  few  communications  from  the  clubs  in 
these  counties,  I  have  mailed  circular  letters  to  each  club  and  urged 
them  to  '"do  something"  and  then  make  a  full  report. 

In  May  the  Katon  County  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  met  in  Char- 
lotte. I  was  present  and  made  an  ap|>eal  for  library  extension,  calling 
particular  attention  to  the  school  libraries,  urging  that  each  club  meni- 
lier  make  an  effort  to  have  the  fines  collected  for  any  breach  of  the  i>enal 
laws  and  used  for  library  purposes.  I  find  that  this  money  is  not 
expended  for  this  purpose  entirely  and  in  many  districts  the  money  has 
been  allowed  to  remain  unex[>ended  for  several  years. 

The  county  eommiasioner  kindly  allowed  me  to  examine  the  school 
inspector's  reports  for  the  sixteen  townships.  I  found  some  interesting 
things.  In  a  total  of  liifi  district  schools  there  were  !)0  libraries.  These 
contained  from  12  to  :M>  volumes,  but  only  fifteen  have  added  books  the 
past  year,  making  75  districts  that  have  not  exi»ended  their  library 
money.  Many  of  these  re^Htrted  no  library  fund  and  others  had  quite 
an  amount  in  hand.  The  libraries  that  wen-  increased  added  only  a 
small  number  of  volumes,  most  of  them  below  ten,  several  only  one. 
Perhaps  three  towns  have  township  libraries,  but  these  had  received  no 
more  attention  than  the  districts,  I  am  very  sure  Eaton  can  make  as 
good  'showing  as  any  county  and  yet  I  see  here  a  great  field  for  club 
work. 
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I  have  lookt^  over  the  titles  of  several  district  libraries  aod  have  not 
lieen  pleased  with  the  selection.  One  bookseller  assured  a  committee 
for  purchasing  books  that  the  "Mary  J.  Holmes  type"  was  the  favorite 
kind. 

I  have  a  set  of  the  circulating  library  finding  lists  and  these  have 
beeu  loaned  a  number  of  times  to  help  in  making  selections.  Could  a 
suitable  list  be  sent  to  directors  and  library  boards  it  would  be  helpful. 

A  club  in  Beltevue  was  allowed  to  select  the  new  volumes,  to  be  added 
to  the  library.  Undoubtedly  other  clubs  could  do  this  if  they  were  in- 
terested and  it  would  surely  elevate  the  character  of  books. 

The  material,  circulars  and  reports  sent  by  the  state  librarian  have 
been  as  widely  distributed  as  possible.  If  every  teachers'  institute  and 
association  could  have  a  part  of  their  program  devoted  to  "good  read- 
ing" or  some  phase  of  library  work,  it  would  bear  good  results.  Club 
women  could  do  this  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  presidents  of  the 
different  associations  to  the  need  of  interest  along  this  line  and  asking 
for  a  topic  on  the  program. 

Fourth  District, 

L.  F.  Andhews,  Three  Rivers,  Report. 

When  the  great  Bodleian  Library  in  Oxford  was  opened  in  1602  there 
were  2.000  volumes  chained  to  their  cases,  neither  king  nor  commoner 
could  take  a  hook  from  the  library.  Charles  the  First  and  Cromwell 
were  compelled  to  submit  to  this  rule. 

The  Btate  of  Michigan  offers  its  citizens  the  free  use  of  the  latest,  best 
and  most  valuable  hooks  published,  and  trained  librarians  to  help  select 
them.  The  earth  revolves  on  its  axis  every  twenty-four  hours,  but  events 
move  faster.  The  latest  history  of  Kussia  and  Japan  two  years  ago  will 
not  do  today. 

The  woman's  club  is  educational  and  must  keep  up  with  the  times. 
I«t  each  program  committee  make  out  a  list  of  books  needed  for  the 
year's  work.  If  the  local  library  cannot  supply  them  send  to  the  state 
librarian.  If  you  have  no  library  forward  your  program  to  the  state 
librarian,  she  will  furnish  the  necessary  books  for  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion. 

Let  each  club  appoint  a  committee  to  look  after  the  school  libraries  in 
its  vicinity,  make  a  {lersonal  visit  if  possible,  see  if  the  library  money 
is  used  for  books,  confer  with  the  teacher  and  director,  be  prepared  to 
furnish  a  list  of  suitable  books.  The  school  commissioner  should  know 
the  condition  of  every  school  and  public  library  in  the  county,  consult 
his  Inst  report,  work  with  him.  Bring  the  advantages,  the  necessity  of 
public  libraries  before  the  people  through  the  public  press,  present  it  at 
teachers'  and  farmers'  institutes  and  at  county  federations.  In  cities 
advocate  branch  libraries  in  the  outer  wards,  place  traveling  libraries 
in  the  large  manufacturing  establishments,  in  young  men's  and  young 
women's  christian  associations,  in  every  available  place,  encourage  and 
foster  a  library  spirit. 


i.>L.0Oglc 
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Fifth  District. 
Ur8.  Emma  Kendrick,  Grand  Haven,  Report. 

Ae  Fifth  District  Library  Committee  I  find  greater  needs  for  library 
work  than  I  had  expected.  Comparatively  few  Bchools  have  libraries 
that  are  very  helpful  and  many  are  a  hindraDce  to  the  better  thoughts 
and  life  of  the  readers.  Also  find  people  slow  to  aee  the  benefits  a  li- 
brary would  be  to  them  compared  with  the  small  outlay  of  money  or 
time. 

Last  May  I  presented  the  library  extension  work  to  the  Ottawa 
County  Sunday  School  Teachers'  Association.  The  delegates  seemed 
delighted  to  know  about  the  work  and  called  for  my  address,  hoping  to 
secure  a  library.  I  wrote  my  address  on  the  board  so  that  all  who  wished 
it  would  have  it  correct.  Expected  to  be  literally  snowed  under  with 
inquiries,  but  not  one  letter  has  come  to  tbis  present  time. 

I  have  tried  to  interest  nearby  clubs  to  take  libraries,  and  succeeded 
only  in  my  own  club  and  Sunday  school.  Both  societies  enjoyed  the 
books  very  much  indeed.  In  our  club-study  of  China  we  could  hardly 
have  prepared  our  papers  without  the  library.- 

Have  talked  with  several  district  school  teachers  and  tried  to  interest 
them  in  the  library  extension  work.  Have  written  to  each  of  the  county 
school  commissionei's  in  my  district  and  received  some  help  from  them. 
I  sent  six  packages  of  literature  where  I  thought  they  would  do  good; 
have  written  eight  letters.  Considerable  time  was  sfwnt  in  studying  the 
work,  as  I  find  it  requii-es  a  knowledge  eatii-ely  new  to  me  and  quite  com- 
plicated.  One's  whole  time  might  be  given  to  it  with  profit.  Little  can 
be  accomplished  unless  one  tan  come  in  personal  touch  with  the  people, 
and  that  must  be  foilowf'd  up  every  year  or  even  oftener.  Something 
like  four  years  ago  Mr.  W.  Batchelor  of  Chicago,  formerly  of  Orand 
Haven,  died  and  by  the  terms  of  his  will  the  city  of  (irand  Haven  was 
left  $10,0(H)  for  a  public  library.  There  was  great  rejoicing  in  our 
wonwn's  club  and  among  the  people  generally.  Mr.  Batchelor  left  the 
matter  eutii-ely  with  the  nuiyor  and  council  to  provide  a  site  and  have 
the  building  at  a  certain  stage  of  completion  at  the  end  of  two  years,  or 
the  money  should  revert  to  a  nephew  who  was  executor  of  the  will. 
Time  rolh'd  on  and  iietijde  tatkcil  and  were  worried  lest  we  might  lose 
the  library,  still  nothing  was  done;  finally  a  c(>mmitte«!  visiled  the 
nephew,  Mr.  KhipiM'y  of  Clii<'ago,  to  ascertain  if  the  time  would  lie  ex- 
tended. He  graciously  said  yes.  They  also  asked  if  he  would  be 
willing  if  they  could  secure  a  gift  from  Mr.  (Jarnegie  to  add  to 
the  amount,  so  that  we  might  have  a  larger  and  finer  library.  He 
had  no  objections.  They  then  had  a  confei-ence  with  Mr.  Carnegie  and 
he  consented.  Still  nothing  being  done  by  the  city,  and  as  the  two  years 
was  about  to  expire  tliey  took  a  vote  of  the  jwople  and  decided  where 
the   library  should  l>e   placed.     There  the   matter  dropi>ed  and   a   few 
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Sixth  Disthict. 
Mrs.  Augusta  Barnks,  Howell,  Bepmit. 

The  outlook  in  the  Cth  District  is  encouraging  for  library  extension. 
The  library  work  in  any  district  is  too  vast  to  be  thoroughly  worked 
by  a  BiDgle  cbairniiin.  We  need  the  help  of  a  field  organizer  who  has 
sufficient  salary  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  In  the  6th  Dis- 
trict ladies  libraries  are  niaintuined  at  Birmingham,  Rochester  and 
Pontine.  Carnegie  libraries  at  Howell,  Lansing  and  Flint.  The  new 
Carnegie  Library  at  Howell  was  dedicated  November  19,  1906.  Rev. 
.1.  M.  Ilarkley  of  Detroit  gave  the  principal  address;  subject,  "The 
Value  of  a  Hook."  The  library  contains  2,197  volumes;  408  volumes 
were  presented  to  the  library  by  the  children  of  the  late  Mrs.  Jennie 
R.  Mcl'herson  as  a  memorial  to  their  mother.  The  Howell  Ladies'  Li- 
brary turned  over  their  books  of  1,340  volumes.  The  building  is  placed 
in  the  center  of  McPherson  Park  and  ia  a  model  of  its  kind  and  the 
furniture  is  new  and  up  to  date.  The  Howell  Woman's  Club  has  placed 
a  fine  fountain  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  park.  The  cost  of  the 
building  is  fl5,000.  It  is  maintained  by  a  tax  not  to  exceed  one  mill 
on  the  taxable  property  of  tlie  township  of  Howell, 

Clubs  using  state  traveling  libraries  made  up  especially  for  clubs — 
Howell,  Flint,  Williamston  and  Pontiac.  I  have  also  placed  two 
traveling  libraries,  one  with  Hamburg  Farmers'  Club  and  one  with  the 
Ost*ola  Grange  of  Livingston  Co. 

We  have  found  county  commissioners  and  other  officials  very  re- 
ticent in  r^ard  to  the  disposition  of  library  moneys.  We  are  trying 
however  to  besiege  them  on  all  sides  and  keep  the  library  money  in  its 
pi'Oper  channel.  The  library  sentiment  is  slowly  but  surely  growing, 
and  there  is  much  encouragement  all  along  the  line.  The  field  organizer 
is  the  need  of  the  hour  and  we  hojte  that  our  state  commissioners  will 
find  a  way  to  supply  this  ne<>d. 

Reports  of  Ix»cal  Ijbraky  Committct:s,  Sixth  Congressional  District. 

Birmingham,  Mich. 
I  fear  I  have  little  to  report.  Our  lyiidies'  Library  is  in  existence, 
plodding  along,  waiting  to  sec  a  chance  to  make  a  free  public  library. 
Have  fri*^!  to  phu'e  a  traveling  library^no  auci-ess.  Wish  you  would 
discuss,  at  your  Board  meeting,  how  to  reach  clubs.  Our  committee 
sent  ^00  letters — 'M  answered. 

M.  BALDWIN.Tle 

Onondaga,  Mich. 
Wc  are  not  usinir  a  circuLitinL'  libinrv  from  the  Slate  Librnrv.     Wfi 


The  Ladies'  Library  contains  4,000  volumes.  Societ.v  owns  bui)tling 
and  proceeds  of  library  are  nsed  for  books.  Ojie  hundred  fifty-five  vol- 
umes have  been  purchased  this  year.  There  ip  a  large  school  library 
with  librarian  in  attendant*  all  through  the  jear.  One  or  two  other 
advertising  schemes  have  been  started  at  storeq,  but  I  cannot  say  with 
anv  success. 

MRS.  A.  P.  NEWBEBRY. 

Williamston,  Mich. 
Our  public  school  has  a  good  library  of  over  1,000  volumes; 
Our  Woman's  Club  has  books  from  the  State  Library  each  year, 
which  are  of  great  use  in  our  work.  I  think  alt  the  rural  schools  here- 
abouts have  libraries,  Bonie  of  them  very  good.  The  library  sentiment 
was  not  strong  enough  to  establish  a  public  library  in  Williamston, 
though  gi-eat  effoi-t  was  made  three  years  ago.  The  W.  C.  T.  U,  keep 
a  reading  and  rest  room  oi)en  afternoons. 

NELLIIC  A.  HAMMOND. 


Seventh  District. 
Elsie  H.  PL.vTr.  I'okt  Hukon.  Kei'ort, 

During  the  year  I  have  sent  to  every  possible  club  and  person  the 
literature  sent  me  from  Lansing:  and  as  soon  as  the  Federated  ("lub 
annua)  came,  I  renewed  my  attack  upon  those  in  my  district.  When- 
ever practicable,  1  offered  to  do  Homefhing  for  them  if  tliey  would  in- 
vestigate the  literary  conditions  in  their  vicinilies  and  report.  F<»r  in- 
stance, for  the  one  studying  Holland  I  suggested  little  Delft  water- 
colors  for  souvenirs,  and  to  another  studying  Shake8i>eare  T  offered  to 
enlist  the  help  of  some  uf  our  teachers  and  students  who  have  fine 
libraries  on  the  subject,  and  are  in  correspondence  with  world  renowned 
authorities.    These  offers  rec;'iveJ  no  acknowledgment. 

Tiring  of  futile  ai>iteals  to  self-satisfied  clubs,  I  concluded  to  try  to 
reach  isolated  school  districts  by  advertising.  From  our  home  jmiwr  I 
procured  the  names  of  all  the  newspapei-s  in  the  Seventh  District;  when 
inai-e  than  one  in  a  town,  I  chose  the  one  having  the  larger  circulation. 
In  these  1  prepaid  an  advertiweuicnt.  whi<h  was  to  run  several  weeks,  to 
this  effect: 

"WANTED:  To  entablisli  a  Traveling  Library  in  every  town  where 
this  paiHT  is  read."     (Samples  of  tlii*e  were  sent  to  Mrs.  SpL'ucer.) 

This  scheme  not  producing  any  astonishing  results,  I  re'<o]ved  to 
push  the  campaign  into  the  very  heart  of  the  country  by  sending  cards 
and  circulars  to  the  librarians  of  the  school  districts  as  uhtained  from 
the  official  rei«»rt.  I  selected  postoflSces' remote  from  one  another,  and 
in  many  instances  used  the  phrase.  "I  notice  in  the  report  of  the  Library 
Commissioners  there  are  blanks  opposite  the  name  of  your  district." 
By  this  I  hoped  to  stimulate  a  little  rivalry.  In  this  way  /  atlnnptr.d 
to  reach  over  half  of  the  librarians  catalogued.  This  resulted  in  a  few 
replies  pnd  inquiries,    I  answered  and  encouraged  and  referred  the  ap- 
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— pnraimrTTrmTnspcnrar:    mee  prinifi  mnture  i  nave  nev^r  neuni  «i  it. 

One  of  niy  rounties  (Mncoiiib)  is  not  in  tliis  report.  Wishing  to 
awaken  sonic  interest  in  library  matters,  I  inserted  in  the  county  paiiers 
the  following  notice: 

"WANTED:  BtatistieB  concerninp  Library  privileges  in  the  Distriet 
Schools  of  Macomb  County.  Will  reward  by  sending  framed  picture 
suitable  for  schoolroom.  Address  Library  Committee,  1225  Sixth  St., 
Port  Huron,  Mich." 

Receiving  no  replies,  I  wrote  to  every  postmaster  in  the  county,  call- 
ing his  attention  to  the  advertisement  which  was  to  appear  in  the  next 
Sunday's  edition,  and  asking  him  to  call  people's  attention  to  the  notice. 
Still  ,no  results.  The  county  is  largely  summer  resort  and  possibly 
tbey  have  no  schools. 

One  of  my  co-workers  tells  me  that  she  addressed  a  Teachers'  Institute. 
I  think  it  a  good  plan,  but  I  have  not  the  assurance  to  do  it.  Instead 
I  wrote  about  fifty  notices  and  had  one  of  the  members  distribute 
them.  In  these  I  set  forth,  briefly,  the  traveling  library  scheme,  and 
offered  to  give  a  painting  or  photograph  to  any  one  who  would  locate 
one.  Also  i-equested  the  attendants  to  call  at  my  house  for  further  par- 
ticulars. No  one  called,  but  I  hope  tbey  have  not  forgotten  the  incident. 
Among  my  acquaintances  is  an  itinerant  prea<'her.  whom  I  have  asked 
to  investigate  conditions  in  the  country  plate's  that  he  visits.  I'rob- 
ably  he  has  forgotten  all  about  it.)  Also,  women  of  leisure  who  ride 
around  have  been  timidly  approached,  bnt  their  efforts,  if  any,  have  not 
been  reported. 

Now,  these  experiments  have  not  been  met  witli  great  success,  and 
I  have  exhausted  my  ingenuity  on  the  subject. 

At  present  I  am  engaged  in  sending  copies  of  the  International — a 
local  publication — to  my  "constituents,"  because  of  the  article  by  the 
librarian  of  our  Carn^ie  Library. 


BKntTii  nisraicT. 
Anna  A.  I'ai,mer,  Saginaw.  Kki-okt. 

Your  committee  has  made  but  tittle  effort,  outside  those  towns  which 
have  Women's  Clubs,  and  from  these  otnhs  most  of  our  infornmtion  has 
been  secured  and  through  their  efforts  the  library  work  has  been  car- 
ried on. 

All  of  these  places  have  at  least  one  public  or  district  library,  and 
the  club  women  have  taken  interest  in  patronizing  and  building  up  the 
small  and  feeble  library. 

One  of  our  villages  is  uniquely  situated  in  two  townships,  and  there 
ai-e  two  small  township  libraries.  The  Woman's  Ctnb  of  the  place  sought 
to  have  a  village  lot  set  aside  for  a  consolidated  library,  but  the  voters 
turned  the  proposition  down.  However,  the  club  women  will  try  again, 
perhaps  with  success.  Several  clubs  own  small  and  growing .  libraries. 
A  few,  among  them,  the  Saginaw  Reading  Club  and  the  Saginaw  Art 
Club,  have  quite  extensive  libraries  of  tbpir  own;  yet  these  clubs,  situ- 
ated in  a  large  city  well  equipped  with  public  libraries,  make  use  of  the 
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Unondaga,  Mien. 
I  the  State  Librarv.     We 


state  travi'Iing  libraricfl  in  Iheir  work'     TIu'ho  (iliilis  als^mnnpi^*^ 
librarips  to  further  use  by  loaning  books  to  other  study  rluba. 

Yonr  coniinittee  sent  out  a  forniulateil  list  of  qupfitions  on  library 
work  to  every  club  in  tlie  eighth  district,  and  from  the  replies  received 
gathered  valuable  information  in  compact  form.  Perhaps  a  uniform 
list  of  such  questions  sent  to  the  clubs  throughout  the  state  would  as- 
sist in  securing  a  simplified  statement  of  all  work  done  and  at  the 
same  time  be  a  suggestion  of  the  desired  lines  of  effort. 

Your  committee  has  also  sent  out  the  valuable  literature  furnished  by 
the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  together  with  the  excellent 
circular  letter  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Federation  Library  committee. 

This  work  is  pre-eminently  the  work  of  the  Women's  Clubs  in  the 
smaller  towns  and  villages,  where  the  district  and  township  libraries 
are  old  and  uninviting,  and  your  committee  would  urge  upon  these  clubs 
especially  the  recommendations  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Oomniis- 
sioners,  that  these  libraries  may  lie  strengthened  and  enlivened  by  the 
right  kind  of  new  books  and  environment.  Your  committee  desires  to 
acknowledge  the  valuable  help  of  our  efHcient  state  librarian,  Mrs,  Mary 
Spencer,  in  this  work. 

Next  year  the  outlook  is  for  more  advance  all  along  the  lines  of  this 
important  library  work. 


Ninth  District, 
Mrs.  fi.  A.  Bakstow,  Onbkaha,  Report. 

While  I  cannot  report  the  enthusiasm  in  the  work  in  this  district  that 
I  would  like,  yet  I  feel  there  is  an  undercurrent  at  work  and,  as  time 
prf^resscs,  good  will  come  of  it.  In  my  own  county,  that  of  Manistee, 
the  growth  can  i-eadily  l>e  s<>en  by  the  ambition  displayed  and  the  call 
for  libraries  and  demand  for  good  books. 

My  greatest  difficulty,  and  what  gives  me  cause  for  serious  thinking,  is 
how  to  reach  the  other  counties  and  imbibe  the  same  spirit  for  good 
books  into  each  district.  The  clubs  have  been  written  to  so  much  that 
I  feel  their  patience  is  almost  exhausted,  and  in  presenting  my  report, 
ask  the  advisability  of  sending  a  pamphlet  or  personal  letter  to  the  dis- 
trict officers  in  such  districts  where  libraries  are  almost  unknown.  Re- 
cently I  had  the  following  communication  published  in  our  couiity 
weekly  paper: 

"Free  Libraries. 

"Thousands  of  Iwoks  are  piled  up  on  the  shelves  in  the  State  Library, 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  For  several  years 
pome  of  these  books  had  not  been  used,  when  the  State  Librarian  asked 
|)ermission  to  group  them  into  sets  and  send  them  out  to  the  people  as 
free  libraries.  Since  this  has  been  done  there  has  l>een  a  much  wider 
circulation,  but  as  yet  the  hooks  have  not  reached  all  the  communities 
or  districts.  Any  district,  grange,  farmer's  club,  women's  club,  church 
organization,  taxpayers'  organization,  in  fact,  any  reliable  association 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  study  and  improvement,  may  receive  a  set 
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OT  TiTTV  OT  rnese  doors  oy  appi.ving  lor  tnem,  inese  are  Known  as  tne 
free  traveling  libraries.  However,  if  the  organisation  applying  for  a 
set,  already  has  a  library  of  its  own,  and  merely  want  an  addition  they 
ean  secure  a  registered  library  of  one  hundred  books. 

"The  only  expense  on  any  set  will  be  the  transportation,  whieh  is  very 
small. 

"Any  further  information  will  be  cheerfully  given  by  application  to 
Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Barstow,  Chairman  of  Library  ConjiniBBion  of  Ninth  Con- 
gressional District,  Onekama,  Mich." 

I  also  ask  this  committee  the  advisability  of  sending  such  a  communi- 
cation to  the  county  paper  for  publication  in  each  of  my  counties. 

In  addition  to  the  libraries  placed  before,  which  are  constantly  being 
renewed,  we  have  added  Bear  Lake,  Ambrose  and  Onekama  High  School. 

Tenth  Distoict. 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Fallass,  Petoskey,  Repmit. 

The  report  for  the  10th  district  along  the  lines  of  library  work  is 
anything  hut  encouraging.  As  in  the  previous  year  my  work  has  con- 
sisted in  writing  letters,  urging  co-operation  among  the  various  federated 
clubs  and  endeavoring  to  interest  country  clubs,  and  some  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  in  some  of  the  nearby  towns  in  securing  traveling  libraries. 
Also  in  distributing  all  printed  matter  sent  me  for  that  purpose.  Only 
a  few  have  even  replied  and  none  wish  to  secure  a  traveling  library. 

Of  the  seven  federated  clubs  in  this  district,  only  one  filled  out  the 
blank  for  report  of  Library  committee.  This  was  the  Ijadies'  Library 
Clut>  at  East  Tawas.  which  has  a  library  of  two  hundred  and  eight 
volumes  in  their  club  room. 

The  money  from  fines  is  not  used  for  purchase  of  books. 

Petoskey  now  has  a  free  public  library  and  reading  room,  containing 
1,730  volumes.  It  is  well  shelved  and  catalogued,  and  is  well  patronized. 
The  money  from  fines,  amounting  \q  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and 
over,  has  been  used  for  the  pur<'lm8e  of  hooks  entirely  for  the  last  year 
or  two.  This  year  one  hundred  dollars  was  given  the  public  library,  the 
remainder  t)eing  used  for  reference  books  in  the  High  School.  During 
the  past  year  the  common  <'ouncil  has  appropriated  eight  hundrei  dol- 
lars for  the  maintenance  of  the  library, 

Ab  I  have  said  before.  1  have  not  succeeded  in  introducing  any  travel- 
ing libraries  in  this  district.  The  school  commissioner  of  Kmmet  C«. 
informs  me  that  he  ke]it  a  traveling  library  in  his  office  for  three  months,  * 
hoping  fo  interest  those  who  came  to  him  from  the  country  districts, 
but  no  one  seemed  to  i-ealiKC  the  opportunity  the  state  offers  for  secur- 
ing good  reading  matter.  The  only  thing  that  made  any  impression  was 
the  charge  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  for  the  transportation  of  fifty 
good  books  to  be  used  three  months  or  six,  if  desired. 

The  only  hope  I  have  at  present  is  through  the  teachers.  At  my  re- 
quest one  enthusiastic  teacher,  who  knows  the  value  of  good  books,  not 
only  for  her  children  but  for  other  people's  children,  talked  on  the  sub- 
ject of  traveling  libraries,  at  the  Teachers'  Institute  held  at  Pellston, 
in  November,  wliieli  seemed  to  arons?  considerable  interest  among  the 
teachers. 
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We  will  trust  that  the  Beed  Bown  haB  fallen  od  good  ground  and  that 
in  time  it  will  bring  forth  fruit  bo  abundantly  that  the  10th  district  will 
compare  favorably  with  its  Bister  districts  in  availing  itself  of  the  library 
privileges  which  the  state  bo  generously  provides. 


Klbvbnth  District, 
Mkb.  O.  p.  Cahvkb,  Tbaverse  <'ity,  Repokt. 

The  library  conditions  in  Traverse  City  are  very  good.  We  have  a 
fine  city  Library  with  one  branch  library  in  Oak  Park  school  build- 
ing, a  Ladies'  Library  Association  and  good  libraries  in  Central 
■Hchool  Building,  also  in  our  ward  schools.  I  have  placed  five  librarieB 
during  the  past  year,  two  at  the  We-guetoug  Club,  two  in  schools  in 
the  country  and  one  in  a  lumber  camp  in  Alger  county,  a  little  out  of 
my  district,  but  was  told  that  it  would  be  all  right,  and  I  find  they  have 
a  traveling  library  at  Kllk  I^ke  Orange  in  my  district. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  establish  any  libraries  or  place  any  special 
libraries,  but  hope  to  during  tlie  coming  year. 

Twelfth  District. 
Lecia  D.  Strachan,  Saui,t  Ste.  Marie,  Report. 

I  feel  that  the  interest  in  library  extension  is  on  the  increase  and  that 
another  year  will  take  in  many  of  the  out  of  the  way  places. 

Pour  libraries  were  placed  by  your  eeci-etary  this  year,  all  in  Chip- 
pewa Co. 

The  work  Is  on  the  increase  and  we  are  bound  to  succeed.  We  hope, 
during  the  coming  year,  to  get  in  closer  touch  with  the  counties  west 
of  us. 
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Secretary. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

January  2,  1908. 
Hon.  Fred  M.  Warnkr, 

Governor  of  Michigan: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1907. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  E.  Heineman, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

Three  meetings  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissionera  were  held 
during  the  year  1907,  as  follows: 

Detroit,  April  4ih. 

Lansing,  November  13th.  ' 

Detroit,  December  2l8t. 

During  the  year  two  appointments  were  made  by  the  Governor  to  fill 
the  places  of  those  members  whose  terms  expired  upon  that  date; 

Mr.  F,  J,  Baldwin,  of  Coral,  to  succeed  Mr.  Peter,  of  Saginaw. 

Mr.   Heineman,  of  Detroit,  to  succeed  himself. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  were  all  important  as  planning  the  activities 
for  the  year,  most  of  which  plans  have  been  successfully  carried  out. 

It  was  decided  to  place  an  organizer  in  the  field  whose  duty  it  should  be 
to  carry  on  library  work  on.  educational  lines.  The  appointment  of  Mr. 
pr-  D.  Bailey,  of  Gaylord,  who  was  endorsed  by  H.  R.  Pattengilt  and  Walter 
H.  French,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  decided 
upon  by  the  Board.  Mr.  Bailey  has  had  large  experience  as  a  County  Com- 
missioner of  Schools,  and  is  familiar  with  the  educational  plans  of  this  State. 

It  was  also  decided  to  continue  the  library  classes  in  the  Normal  Summer 
Schools,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  arrange  for  that  work.  The 
arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  library  classes  held  in  connection  with 
the  State  Teachers'  Association  at  Battle  Creek,  October  24th,  25th,  and  26th. 
The  details  connected  with  these  plans  were  successfully  carried  on,  as  shown 
by  the  statements  embodied  in  this  report. 

At  the  meeting  of  November  13th,  the  following  ofEcerg  were  elected: 
Mr.  David  E.  Heineman,  President;  Mrs.  M.  C.  Spencer,  Secretary. 

The  important  topics  discussed  at  this  meeting  were  the  cooperation  of 
the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  with  the  State  Association  of 
Librarians.  The  matter  was,  however,  left  in  abeyance  until  the  full  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  could  be  held.  This  meeting  occurred  in  Detroit,  December 
21,  1907,  and  the  minutes  show  the  matter  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  quarterly  bulletin  be  published  by  the  Board  of  State 
Auditors,  part  of  the  material  included  in  this  to  be  furnished  by  the  State 
Association  of  Librarians  and  a  certain  amount  of  space  to  be  allowed  for 
that  purpose,  this  amount  to  be  determined  by  consultation  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Library  Association. 

Resolved,  That  acting  on  the  suggestion  of  the  State  Association  of 
Librarians,  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  will  pay  the  exp)en8es  of 
two  Round  Tables  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  the 
expenses  to  consist  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  a  director  and  the  printing 
connected  with  the  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  training  classes  for  librarians  in  the  Normal  Summer 
Schools  be  carried  on  as  heretofore.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
make  the  same  arrangements  that   were  made  last  year  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  as  to  the  feasibility  of  conducting  a  training  school   for 
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librarians  at  the  capitol  was  brought  before  the  Board.  The  subject  was 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  it  was  decided  to  arrange  for  this  school,  provided 
enough  librarians  would  agree  to  take  the  course  to  make  the  results  com- 
mensurate with  the  ex[>enses  incurred.  The  Secretarj-  was  instructed  to 
correspond  with  teachers  and  make  a  later  report  to  the  Board. 

County  Oi<b.\Niz&R. 

The  work  done  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Bailey,  the  County  Organizer,  is  of  special 
importance.  Mr.  Bailey,  as  teacher  and  County  Commissioner  ef  Schools, 
has  come  closely  in  touch  with  library  matters,  and  this  added  to  his  sympar 
thetic  interest  in  the  betterment  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State, 
has  largely  increased  his  usefulness  as  an  organizer.  His  work  done  in  the 
more  isolated  portions  of  the  State,  and  in  connection  with  the  Fanners' 
Institutes,  has  been  most  satisfactory  in  results. 

Library  Section  op  State  Teachers'  Association. 

The  papers  which  were  read  in  the  library  and  other  sections  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  held  in  Battle  Creek,  October  24th-26th,  1907,  are 
included  in  this  report. 

The  initiative  movement  on  this  line  was  more  successful  and  the  work 
will  be  planned  for  next  year  in  a  still  larger  and  more  complete  way.  The 
Board  wishes  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  which  it  received  from 
the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  educational  forces  of  the  State. 

Organization  of  Libraries. 

The  technical  organization  of  libraries  has  not  been  extensive,  owing 
to  the  limited  amount  of  money  available  for  this  purpose.  The  report  of 
those  engaged  in  this  work  will  show,  however,  that  enough  has  been  done 
to  emphasize  the  great  good  which  would  result  from  an  extension  of  this 
important  branch  of  commission  activities. 

Library  Training  in  Summer  Normal  Institutes. 

The  reports  made  by  the  instructors  of  the  classes  in  Librar>'  Methods 
conducted  in  the  Summer  Institutes  held  in  the  Normal  Schools  at  Kalamazoo, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  Marquette,  show  a  satisfactory  advance  in  that  work 
over  the  previous  year.  The  instruction  was  elementary  in  its  character 
and  designed  especially  for  teachers.  Special  courees  of  lectures  were  given 
on  children's  work  and  reference  books.  While  the  classes  were  small, 
the  general  interest  taken  in  the  work  showed  a  decided  growth  in  library 
sentiment.  The  classes  will  be  carried  on  during  the  coming  summer,  with 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  instructors  and  an  enlargement  of  the  course. 

Library  Committee  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 

The  club  women  of  the  State  have  taken  up  the  work  of  library  extension 
with  renewed  vigor.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Anna  A.  Palmer,  an 
aggressive  campaign  has  been  planned,  which  will  certainly  result  in  a  more 
thorough  organization  of  the  libraries  in  the  rural  schools,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  free  public  libraries  in  the  smaller  cities  and  villages.    ,  LiOOQlC 
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C.  M.  Burton  recently  came  into  possession  of  some  papers  of  a  man  once 
well  known  and  intimately  associated  with  the  political  affairs  of  Michigan, 
Oren  Marsh.  Mr.  Marsh  was  a  busy  young  politician  and  when  the  State 
capitol  was  built  he  was  appointed  State  Librarian.  So  far  as  appears, 
the  function  of  the  librarian  was  a  labor  of  love,  for  no  salary  was  allowed 
and  the  sole  income  of  the  library  was  from  fines  for  the  misuse  of  the  privi- 
leges, which  was  used  for  the  purchase  of  new  books. 


The  legislative  reference  department  provided  for  by  the  legislature 
was  established  in  the  State  library.  Lewis  M.  Miller  of  Lansing  and  G. 
L,  Clark  of  Detroit  were  placed  in  charge.  Work  has  been  going  on,  com- 
paring the  present  constitution  of  this  State  wilh  the  constitutions  of  other 
states.  Mrs.  Spencer  received  a  letter  from  C.  McCarthy,  in  charge  of  the 
legislative  reference  department  of  Wisconsin,  congratulating  her  on  the 
great  work  already  done  by  the  Michigan  department  authorized  by  the 
last  legislature.  In  her  reply  Mrs.  Spencer  referred  in  terms  of  high  praise 
to  the  excellent  work  of  L.  M,  Miller  and  G.  L,  Clark,  who  have  had  charge 
of  the  department.  They  have  accumulated  a  mass  of  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  constitutions  of  the  various  states  that  is  aiding  greatly  in 
getting  together  material  for  the  new  constitution. 

The  delegates  to  the  constitutional  convention  which  convened  in  October 
in  the  capitol  have  unsurpassed  privileges  for  informing  themselves  as  to 
every  desirable  feature  of  constitutions  and  constitutional  building.  The 
State  library,  maintained  in  the  capitol,  is  well  equip[>ed  for  general  purposes 
and  the  law  library  is  unequaled  save  possibly  in  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts; it  excels  in  its  equipment  of  references  pertaining  to  constitutions, 
as  it  has  those  of  every  state  in  the  union,  together  with  the  proceedings 
and  debates  of  constitutional  conventions.  The  State  Library  has  pre- 
pared compilations  of  references  which  enable  one  to  turn  in  a  moment 
to   any  subject   imder  investigation. 


Many  citizens  of  Michigan  know  that  the  State  Library  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  country  but  few  know  of  its  activities  in  extending  reading  material 
to  people  throughout  the  State.  Until  1895  the  library  was  used  for  reference 
only  by  those  who  could  come  to  Lansing.  In  1893  the  present  Librarian 
secured  the  enactment  of  the  law  which  opened  the  privileges  of  the  library 
to  all  the  people  of  the  State.  The  only  cost  is  that  of  transportation.  The 
application  of  15  or  20  taxpayers  or  that  of  any  organization  brings  the  case 
of  50  books  selected  by  the  Librarian  not  for  entertainment  purposes  alone 
but  to  broaden  and  educate  those  who  read  the  books.  There  are  also  the 
cases  of  pictures  sent  to  any  club  or  society,  as  well  as  framed  pictures  which 
are  furnished  to  district  schools  and  may  be  hung  in  the  rooms  for  some  time. 
The  teacher  of  any  school,  also,  may  procure  a  library  of  50  selected  volumes 
by  sending  with  the  request  $1.25  to  apply  toward  the  payment  of  freight. 
For   the   convenience   of  the  teachers  the  Librarian  has  compiled  finding 
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lists  from  which  the  teacher  may  choose  in  ordering  a  library.  Suitable 
collections  of  books  will  also  be  sent  to  Sunday  schools,  granges,  -study 
clubs  or  individuals  desiring  to  investigate  along  any  line  of  study. 


The  second  annual  course  in  library  methods  offered  by  the  State  Board 
of  Library  Commissioners  in  connection  with  the  summer  sessions  of  the 
State  normal  schools  was  given  June  24  to  August  2.  This  course  was 
intended  in  no  sense  to  be  a  substitute  for  a  course  in  library  training  for 
library  work,  but  to  place  before  the  teachers  in  the  rural  schools  and  the 
custodians  of  school  libraries  the  elementary  training  which  will  enable 
them  toselect,use,andhelpthepupi]B  to  use,  the  books  to  the  best  advantage. 
Miss  Ruth  M.  Wright  had  charge  of  the  course  at  the  Central  State  Normal 
School,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Miss  Esther  Braley  gave  the  course  at  the  Western 
State  Normal  School,  Kalamazoo,  and  Miss  OUve  C.  Lathrop  was  in  charge 
at  the  Northern  State  Normal  School,  Marquette,  Special  lectures  by 
Misses  Ida  M.  Mendenhall,  Ethel  R,  Sawyer  and  Grace  E.  Salisbury  were 
given. 


LIBRARY  NOTES. 
Alma. 

On  March  the  7th,  word  was  received  by  President  Bruske,  of  Alma  college, 
from  Andrew  Carnegie  stating  that  he  had  decided  to  give  the  college  an 
endowment  of  $25,000. 


The  corner  stone  for  the  $27,000  Carnegie  library  was  laid  November  5. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Mayor  King;  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Miekens: 
Pres.  Anthony  of  the  Adrian  college.  Attorney  Clarke,  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Priddy. 

AnuADA. 

The  Armada  Free  Public  Library,  orgamzed  August  10,  1901,  is  located 
in  rented  quarters  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Barrows  block.  The  library 
is  supported  by  a  township  tax  and  governed  by  a  board  of  trustees.  Bool^ 
are  loaned  to  residents  of  the  township  free  and  to  those  outside  the  township 
on  payment  of  $0.50  a  year.  The  library  contains  1,314  bound  volumes; 
92  books  were  added  during  the  year.  Armada  has  486  borrowers  of  a 
population  of  863.  The  circulation  of  books  during  the  year  was  about 
5,100,  besides  the  196  reference  books  used  in  the  library.  The  periodicals 
subscribed  for  are:  World's  Work,  Outlook,  Review  of  Reviews,  Youth's 
Companion,  McClure's,  Atlantic  Monthly,  Bay  View,  Electrician  and 
Mechanic,  Public  Libraries,  A.  L.  A.  Booklist.  The  income  of  the  library 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  salaries,  rent,  etc.,  is  $400.00  a  year. 

Elizabeth  Pomeroy,  Librarian. 
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Battle  Creek. 

A  circulating  library  was  installed  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  September.  The 
library  is  a  branch  of  the  State  Library.  In  the  library  of  50  books  are 
standard  works  of  fiction,  literature,  biography,  ethics,  sociology,  history, 
religion,  natural  science  and  art.  The  consignments  wilt  be  renewed  every 
three  months.  The  same  rules  govern  the  circulation  of  these  books  as  of 
those  in  the  Willard  library, 

Birmingham. 

Thirty-seven  years  ago  the  Good  Templars  Lodge  in  Birmingham  dissolved. 
Something  over  $2  was  refunded  to  each  member,  19  of  whom  decided  to 
put  their  share  of  this  money  into  a  librar>'.  The  resulting  organization 
called  the  Birminghani  Library  Association  has  succeeded  in  building  up 
a  library  of  2,400  volumes  and  in  erecting  a  building  on  which  rested  a 
mortgage  of  about  S2,000  held  by  Miss  Martha  Baldwin.  Two  yeara  ago 
the  oi^anization  offered  the  books  to  Birmingham  with  which  to  start  a 
public  library.  The  gift  was  not  accepted.  This  year  the  books  and  building, 
the  mortgage  of  which  was  canceled  by  Miss  Baldwin,  were  offered.  The 
vote  favoring  the  acceptance  was  110  to  100.  The  town  may  dispose  of 
the  present  site  providing  the  money  secured  from  the  sale  is  turned  into 
a  new  and  more  modem  building  to  be  erected  on  the  comer  lot  directly 
west  of  the  present  building  which  is  a  part  of  the  library  property.  The 
library  was  oi^nized  in  the  fall  and  Miss  Daisy  Durkee  was  appointed 
librarian. 

Cadillac. 

The  Cadillac  public  library  building  though  called  a  Carnegie  library 
is  the  result  of  large  gifts  from  W.  W.  Mitchell,  D.  F.  Diggins  and  W.  W. 
Cummer,  as  well  as  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  Only  a  year  old,  the  library 
contains  5,000  volumes,  all  of  which  new  books  have  been  donated  by  Cadillac 
people,     W.  W.  Mitchell  alone  sent  in  a  check  of  S2,500  for  books. 

.Charlevoix. 

In  February  the  Board  of  Education  in  Charlevoix  pledged  J1,000  annually 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  a  librarj-  on  the  Carnegie  plan.  Mr. 
Carnegie  gave  J10,000  for  the  building  and  the  site  will  be  provided  by 
popular  subscription. 

DETRorr. 

The  urgent  need  of  a  new  public  library  building  in  Detroit  was  put  before 
the  citizens  by  pamphlets  issued  by  the  librarian,  Henry  M.  Utiey,  and 
by  the  newspapers.  The  bill  prepared  by  Commissioner  D.  B.  iJuffield 
providing  for  the  bonding  of  the  city  for  $750,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
public  library  building  and  introduced  in  the  legislature  by  Senator  Bland 
in  May  fdiled  to  pass. 

ECKFORD. 

The  traveling  librarj'  ordered  by  the  Eckford  Farmers'  club  for  one  year, 
containing  50   books,   was  received  in   April.  l^ hhi.  .>  LiOOQlC 
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Helen  D.  Gorton  of  Madison,  a  graduate  of  the  Wisconsin  library  echool, 
and  for  three  years  engaged  in  cataloging  at  the  Racine  public  library,  haa 
been  chosen  librarian  for  the  Camegie  public  library  at  Escajiaba. 

Harbor  springs. 

Leahy  &  Glenn,  who  have  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  library 
,  building,  will  begin  the  work  at  once  and  expect  to  have  the  building  ready 
for  occupancy  by  May  1st,  1908. 


Village  President  J.  D.  S,  Hansen  has  been  in  correspondence  with  Andrew 
Carnegie's  secretary  relative  to  a  library  building  for  Hart. 

Hastings. 

In  February,  on  Library  Day  at  the  Woman's  club,  Miss  Anna  Pollard, 
of  the  Ryerson  public  library  at  Grand  Rapids,  gave  a  helpful  talk.  Miss  Pol- 
lard recommended  organizing  a  library  at  Hastings  under'the  school  library 
law,  as  that  will  give  the  library  the  benefit  of  the  fine  money  which  is  de- 
voted to  library  purposes.  She  emphasized  the  necessity  of  getting  the 
library  well  started  in  a  community  under  a  trained  librarian  who  will  supply 
the  intellectual  needs  of  the  people  and  encourage  better  reading,  rather 
than  putting  the  resources  into  a  fine  library  building, 

Houghton, 

Miss  Olive  Gibbs  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the  new  free  public 
library  of  the  Houghton  schools  which  opened  in  March. 

Howell. 

The  Camegie  library  at  Howell  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  that  can 
be  found  in  the  State.  The  building  stands  in  the  center  of^a  whole  square, 
which  was  given  to  the  city  by  McPherson  brothers,  and  was  built  of  native 
granite.  The  library  was  dedicated  in  November  and  Miss  Lucy  Chapel  was 
appointed  librarian.  The  children  of  the  late  Mrs.  McPherson  gave  $500 
-worth  of  books  and  the  ladies'  library  gave  2,000  volumes,  A  law  was 
passed  in  1903  allowing  the  adjoining  towns  to  unite  in  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  the  library,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  taken  advantage  of  by  those 
whom  it  would  benefit. 

Iron  Mountain, 

Miss  Margaret  McVety  resigned  from  the  Camegie  public  library  in  June 
and  in  July  Miss  Sabra  L,  Nason,  a  graduate  of  Carlton  college,  and  from 
the  Illinois  state  library  school,  was  elected  to  succeed  her. 


Fire  in  the  public  library  on  November  20,  caused  a  loss  on  books  of  $5,000 
and  on  the  building  of  110,000,  The  library,  which  cost  $75,000  aJid,  con- 
tains 40,000  volumes,  is  the  gift  of  Dr.  and  Mrs,  E.  H.  Van  Deusenl^s"- 
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Marquette. 


The  librarian's  report  for  the  Peter  WHte  public  library  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  February  28,  showed  the  total  circulation  to  be  37,567,  or  an 
increase  of  9,441  over  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year.  The  average 
monthly  circulation  was  3,130  and  the  average  daily  circulation  was  122 
plus.  During  the  year  508  new  cards  were  issued  giving  a  total  registra- 
tion of  5,723;  1,008  volumes  were  added  during  the  year  making  a  total 
of  17,455.  Since  November  IS,  the  reading  room  has  been  open  to  adult« 
on  Sundays  from  2  to  6  p.  m. ;  since  then  806  people  in  all  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  this  privilege.  The  weekly  story  hour  has  increased  the  circula- 
tion of  juvenile  books  during  the  two  months  that  it  has  been  a  feature. 

Marshall. 

The  Ladies'  Librar>'  Association  had  thought  it  udvisable  to  close  the  doors 
of  the  library  for  a  time  owing  to  indifference  and  the  small  number  of  sub- 
scribers. However  two  public  spirited  citizens,  W.  J,  Dibble  and  F.  A. 
Stuart,  have  devised  a  plan  by  which  it  will  be  maintained  as  a  free  library 
and  kept  open  as  many  days  a  week  as  possible. 

Painsdale. 

A  branch  of  the  Painsdale  public  library  was  opened  at  the  Baltic  mine 
office  October  24.  Over  100  volumps  were  sent,  some  of  them  in  the  Finnish 
language.  The  quarters  at  the  mine  ofRce  are  commodious  and  attractively 
furnished. 

Petoskey. 

Regarding  a  site  for  the  proposed  Carnegie  library  in  Petoskey,  the  follow- 
ing announcement  was  made:  "Mrs.  Annie  Kirkland  offers  as  a  site  for  the 
Carnegie  library,  a  piece  of  ground  75  feet  square  at  the  comer  of  Devision 
and  Lake  streets,  just  east  of  the  city  hall  for  S4,000.  Of  this  amount  Mrs. 
Kirkland  will  give  S500  and  the  Ladies'  library  association  will  donate  S500." 

The  will  of  the  late  W.  W.  Johnson  pves  $10,000  to  the  public  library. 

S.\Q1NAW. 

Samual  N.  Hoyt  presented  »20,000  to  the  Hoyt  library.  This  Hbran,- 
waa  established  by  the  will  of  the  late  Jesse  Hoyt  and  was  intended  for  a 
purely  reference  library,  but  lack  of  funds  with  which  to  add  to  the  original 
collection  from  time  to  time,  impaired  its  value. 

St.  Joseph. 

Miss  Florence  was  appointed  librarian  to  succeed  Miss  Fyfe  whose  resigna- 
tion takes  place  in  Januarj-. 


Property  owners  will  be  given  an  opportunity  at  the  spring  election  to 
decide  whether  the  city  shall  contribute  to  the  Ladie.s'  Libran.-  Association 
for  the  ensuing  year. 
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REPORTS  OF  LIBRARY  ORGANIZERS. 

Olive  E.  Davis,  Organizer. 

Belding. 

The  Belding  school  librarv',  coneisting  of  513  books,  is  located  in  the 
superinteodeDt's  ofSce  in  the  high  school  building  at  Belding.  The  organiz- 
ing, which  began  January  4th,  1908,  and  was  completed  the  2l8t  of  the  same 
month,  was  done  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  E.  N.  Pitkin,  superintendent  of 
the  schools,  who,  with  the  librarian  Miss  Guenn  Stebbins,  cooperated  heartily 
in  the  actual  work.  This  school  library  is  the  nearest  approach  to  a  public 
library  that  Belding  has,  and  a  desire  to  make  the  small  collection  of  books 
as  useful  as  possible,  not  only  to  the  students  but  to  all  the  readers  of  the 
township  as  well,  led  to  the  organizing  of  the  library. 

Birmingham. 

The  Birmingham  public  library,  containing  2,400  books,  the  gift  of  the 
Birmingham  Library  Association,  wa.s  organized  at  the  outset  of  its  public 
career.  The  work  was  begim  August  I7th  and  finished  November  14th, 
The  work  progressed  steadily  except  for  the  suspension,  from  October  14th 
to  October  28th,  when  the  non-fiction  at  the  Holly  library  was  cataloged, 
Daisy  M.  Durkee  the  librarian  gave  considerable  extra  time  in  the  actual 
work  in  order  to  learn  the  new  routine  an<l  Miss  Martha  Baldwin,  President 
of  the  Board,  and  the  steadfast  friend  of  the  library  since  its  inception  37 
years  ago,  helped  in  inimmerable  ways.  The  mechanical  work  of  putting 
on  labels  was  done  largely  by  the  women  of  the  village.  When  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  library  was  completed,  a  short  talk  was  given  to  the  high  school 
and  upper  grammar  grade  students  explaining  the  plan  of  the  work.  The 
completion  of  the  installation  of  librarj-  methods  was  somewhat  delayed 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  library  was  opened  the  regular  hours  during  the 
organization.  That  as  many  as  45  books  eirculateil  in  one  day  was  gratifying 
to  those  ladies  of  the  Birmingham  librar\-  association  who  had  worked  long 
and  hard  for  the  library. 

The  growth  of  this  collection  of  books  has  been  regulated  by  the  demand 
of  the  members  of  the  association  which  was  almost  entirely  for  fiction. 
History  and  biography,  however,  are  quite  well  represented,  and  such  sets 
as  the  American  Statesmen  series.  American  Men  of  Letters  series,  and 
English  Men  of  Letters  series,  are  almost  complete. 

HOLLV. 

The  organization  at  the  Birmingham  public  librarj'  was  suspended  from 
October  14th  to  October  28th,  1907,  during  which  time  the  non-fiction 
collection  of  books  (430)  in  the  Holly  library  were  cataloged.  The  women 
of  the  Board  helped  greatly  in  the  mechanical  preparation  of  the  books  by 
taking  off  the  old  and  putting  on  new  labels.  On  a  return  trip  several 
weeks  later,  the  libran-  was  found  to  have  been  thoroughly  renovated  and 
the  work  of  cataloging  the  fiction  was  to  go  forward  under  the  capable  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Edna  Haas.  Di3rizii(j.;>  CiOOQlC 
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Blissfield  District  Library. 
The  library  is  located  in  the  schoolhouse  and  contains  about  803  volumes. 
This  was  accessioned,  classified,  shelf-listed  and  cataloged. 

Macon  District  Library. 
Library  of  150  volumes,  books  classified  and  cataloged. 

Manchester  Public  School  Library. 
Library  of  650  volumes,  accessioned,  claseilied  and  cataloged. 
Roth  M.  Whioht,  Organizer. 

Gaylord  Union  Library. 

By  special  act  of  the  legislature  the  libraries  of  Bagley  and  Livingston 
townships  have  been  combined  to  form  the  Union  Librarj-  in  Gaylord,  three 
board  members  being  elected  from  each  township.  A  large,  wel!  lighted 
room  in  the  bank  building  was  given  for  the  use  of  the  library  and  standard 
library  supplies  were  ordered.  The  total  number  of  books,  including 
children's  books,  was  1,750  volumes,  of  which  a  large  percentage  was  fiction. 
The  library  was  thoroughly  examined  and  much  weeding  out  was  necessary. 
The  books  were  classified  and  cataloged,  and  a  simplified  Newark  charging 
system  installed. 

During  May  an  assistant  from  the  State  Library  went  through  Oakland 
county  and  visited  the  libraries  at  Farmington,  Birmingham,  Pontiac, 
Royal  Oak  and  Holly.  Requests  for  help  in  organizing  had  been  received 
from  three  of  these  libraries,  and  statistics  were  compiled  which  would  be 
of  service  and  guidance  to  the  organizer  in  ordering  library  supplies  and 
equipment,  and  in  estimating  the  time  needed  for  organization. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  R.  D.  BAILEY,  COUNTY  ORGANIZER. 

Teachers'  Association  at  Cheboygan. 
My  work  for  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  began  in  April, 
1907,  with  a  request  to  attend  a  Teachers'  Association  at  Cheboygan.  The 
library  was  displayed  to  the  best  advantage;  the  library  extension  policy 
of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  was  carefully  explained,  and  teach- 
ers urged  to  equip  their  schools  with  libraries,  both  by  purchase  and  by  loana 
from  the  State  Librarj'. 

Preliminary  Arrangements  for  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 
t"  Trips  were  made  during  the  spring  and  earlj'  summer  to  various  parts 
of  the  lower  peninsula,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangments  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  library  topics  in  the  general  session  and  in  the  various  sections 
of  this  great  annual  meeting. 
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The  plan  was  to  do  enough  library  work  at  this  meeting  to  make  a  clear, 
lasting  impression;  to  so  concentrate  effort  on  the  one  topic  in  all  sections, 
whether  primary  or  college,  commissioners'  or  grammar  school,  and  that 
by  people  of  note- and  ability,  that  all  in  att«ndance  should  cany  away 
the  correct  impression  that  the  library  is  the  right  hand  of  the  public  school 
system.  I  believe  that  we  succeeded  in  this.  The  percentage  of  library 
topics  on  the  whole  program  is  gratifying  and' as  large  as  it  should  have  been. 

Michigan  Library  AaaociATiOM  in  DETRorr. 
In  June  I  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Board  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Michigan  Library  Association  in  Detroit,  As  the  pa[>ers  and  addresses 
given  there  will  be  either  printed  or  commented  on  in  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, issued  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Board  of-  Library  Commis- 
sioners, I  will  only  say  they  were  more  uniformly  helpful  than  those  of  al- 
most any  association  that  one  can  attend. 

Special  Meeting  of  Commissioners  of  Schools. 

In  the  spring  I  attended  a  special  meeting  of  the  Commissioners-elect 
called  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  iqeet  in  Lansing. 
All  that  seemed  necessary  was  to  form  personal  acquaintance  with  new  com- 
missioners, occupy  a  few  moments  on  the  program  with  a  reminder  of  what 
can  be  done  in  each  county  with  the  commissioner's  help.  Some  printed 
matter,  also,  was  given  out.  The  attitude  of  the  commissioners  greatly 
affects  the  library  sentiment  throughout  the  county. 

Crawford  and  Roscommon  Counties. 

A  few  days  were  spent  in  these  counties,  in  placing  gift  libraries,  explaining 
the  traveling  library  system,  and  in  conference  with  people  competent  to 
give  good  lists  of  names.  At  a  recent  meeting  in  Grayling,  several  spoke 
from  experience  with  gratitude  and  enthusiasm  of  both  classes  of  libraries. 

School  of  Library  Methods  .\t  M.\RQUETrE  Normal. 

The  month  of  July  was  spent  in  assisting  in  the  summer  school  of  library 
methods  in  Marquette  Normal.  Here  was  an  ample  and  almost  unworked 
field.  The  Normal  faculty  extended  every  courtesy,  and  afforded  every 
opportunity  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  acquainting  the  student  body  of 
teachers  with  the  policy  of  library  extension.  I  addressed  the  students  at 
chapel,  and  exhibited  a  traveling  library  for  young  people  in  its  case. 

I  visited  classes,  assisted  in  displaying  and  explaining  the  working  outfit 
used  in  the  school  of  library  methods.  The  attitude  of  many  of  the  faculty 
became  so  favorable  that  many  classes  were  excused  that  the  students 
might  attend  the  special  sessions  on  reference  books  and  on  children's  litera- 
ture given  by  Miss  Grace  Salisbury  of  Whitewater  Normal,  Wisconsin  and 
Miss  Ida  Mendenhall,  Geneseo  Normal,  N.  Y. 

Gavlord. 

In  August  I  assisted  Miss  Ruth  M.  Wright,  of  the  State  Librarj',  jn  organiz- 
ing the  consolidated  library  of  1,750  volumes  at  Gaylord. 

D,3nz.<J.;>L.OO'^lC 


REPORT  OF  COUNTY  ORGANIZER. 


State  Fair. 


I  assisted  with  the  exhibit  of  the  State  Library  in  the  Michigan  Building 
at  the  State  Fair,  A  more  appropriate  location  than  the  one  secured  could 
not  have  been  found  on  the  grounds.  All  visitors  to  the  Michigan  Building 
had  naturally  to  pass  it.  Many  thousands  from  all  parts  of  our  State  must 
have  carried  away  a  pleasant  mental  picture  of  the  alcove  fitted  out  with 
traveling  libraries,  graded  and  reference  libraries,  and  choice  reproductions 
of  the  world's  masterpieces  of  painting  from  the  loan  collection  of  the  State 
Library.  All  day  long,  during  the  fair,  hundreds  heard  the  explanation  of 
the  generosity  of  the  State  in  loaning  books  and  pictures  so  freely. 

State  Teachers'  Association  at  Battle  Creek. 

A  week  was  occupied  with  this  meeting.  No  little  progress  must  have 
been  made  in  arousing  the  educators  of  our  State  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
veloped library. 

Upper  Peninsula  Teachers'  Association, 

The  week  following  the  Battle  Creek  meeting  I  attended  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula Teachers'  Association  at  Escanaba.  I  feel  that  library  interests  were 
much  advanced  through  the  seven  places  on  the  program  given.  Most  of 
the  arrangements  had  been  made  by  correspondence,  I  think  this  would 
have  been  impossible  had  it  not  been  for  the  acquaintances  formed  during 
my  stay  at  the  Marquette  summer  school. 

The  school  officers'  section  was  devoted  entirely  to  a  library  symposium 
by  several  leading  educators  from  the  Upper  Peninsula.  There  was  a  general 
feeling  of  satisfaction  over  the  program,  and  a  keen  regret  expressed  that 
the  able  efforts  of  that  section  had  not  been  given  before  the  large  general 
session.  Library  interests  were  left  in  the  best  possible  condition  by  the 
Escanaba  meeting. 

Many  of  the  leaders  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  lose  no  opportunity  to  speak 
good  words  for  the  policy  of  library  extension  which  your  Board  contemplates. 

Normal  Farmers'  Institute. 

In  November  I  gave  nearly  a  week  in  attending  the  Annual  Michigan 
Normal  Farmers'  Institute,  at  the  Agricultural  College,  for  the  purpose 
of  cominginto  better  relations  with  the  thirty  able  agriculturalists  who  gathered 
there  for  a  final  conference  before  starting  out  on  the  three  months  tour  of 
the  State  in  farmers'  institute  work.  Tliese  men  and  women  go  into  the 
heart  of  each  farming  section  of  the  State,  and  can  and  will  do  the  library 
cause  much  good  in  their  addresses  as  they  talk  as  one  farmer  with  another, 
I  have  since  written  each  of  these  institute  workers  and  will  work  with 
them  before  the  season  closes. 

St.  Ignace. 

The  day  before  Thanksgiving  I  attended  the  State  Teachers'  Institute 
at  St.  Ignace.  The  call  to  visit  this  place  was  the  outgrowth  of  my  at- 
tendance at  the  Kscanaba  meeting.  A  good  place  on  the  program  was  given 
by  Principal  H.  Kaye,  of  Marquette  Normal,  Conductor  of  the  Institute. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  some  teachers  were  arouseii  to  the  importance  of  library 
work.     I  secured  and  sent  to  the  State  Library  names  of  all  active  teachers 
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in  attendance,  with  the  request  that  application  blanks  for  libraries  be  sent 


The  two  days  following  Thanksgiving  I  attended  the  Northern  Michigan 
Teachers'  Association  at  Cadillac.  This  annual  meeting  is  an  important 
feature  in  the  educational  life  of  the  northern  half  of  the  Lower  Peninsula. 

Farmers'  Institutes. 

During  December  I  worked  in  Farmers'  Institutes  at  the  following  places: 
Ogemaw  county,  at  West  Branch;  Crawford  county,  at  Grayling;  Mont- 
morency county,  at  Atlanta;  Benzie  county,  at  Beulah;  Osceola  county, 
at  Reed  City;  Wexford  county,  at  Manton;  Emmet  county,  at  Petoskey; 
Qieboygan   county,   at  Wolverine, 

I  attended  these  meetings  by  arrangement  with  Prof.  L.  R.  Taft,  of  the 
Agricultural  College. 

Besides  speaking  twice  on  the  institute  program,  I  exhibited  a  travel- 
ing library,  interviewed  the  local  editor,  superintendent  of  schools,  com- 
missioner, local  librarians,  officers  of  women's  clubs  and  study  clubs, 
inspected  what  libraries  there  are,  and  tried  to  set  in  motion  better  library 
influences.  At  each  meeting  I  secured  and  forwarded  to  the  State  Library 
the  names  of  those  who  voluntarily  asked  for  application  blanks.  The 
registration  of  many  existing  Ubraries  will  be  accomplished  through  these 
institutes,  attendance  at  which  I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  most  effectual 
means  of  reaching  the  rural  population  with  libraries. 

During  January,  I  am  scheduled  to  work  in  the  farmers'  institutes  in  the 
following  counties:  Gladwin,  Presque  Isle,  Alpena,  Alcona,  Iosco,  Clinton, 
Gratiot,  Isabella,  Clare,  Midland,  Saginaw,  'Tuscola,  Genesee,  Lapeer,  St. 
Clfur  and  Macomb. 

Gift  Libraries. 

The  policy  of  placing  discarded  traveling  libraries  as  gift  libraries  where 
they  will  do  the  most  good  is  to  be  commended.  Opportunities  are  sought 
to  place  these  libraries  where  they  are  needed. 

I  have  taken  steps  to  come  into  more  helpful  relations  with  the  following 
people: 

Superintendents  and  teachers,  directors  of  fanners'  institutes,  commis- 
sioners of  schools,  officers  of  the  various  educational  associations  of  the 
State,  the  editorial  department  of  the  Michigan  Farmer,  State  Grange, 
State  Association  of  Farmers'  Clubs,  editors,  lecturer  of  State  Grange,  chur- 
man  Library  Committee  of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  of 
local  study  clubs. 


i.y  Google 
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LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

Paper  Read  by  Miss  Ida  Mendenuall  Before  the  New  York  Librart 
Association. 

The  library  and  school  situation  today  is  much  as  follows:  The  modem 
library  has  become  the  laboratory  and  supplement  of  the  school  course  of 
study.  Since  librarianship  has  been  developed  within  recent  years  and  has 
become  a  science,  uniform  throughout  the  country,  and  so  elaborate  that 
one  or  two  years  of  study  are  required  to  learn  it,  it  is  reasonable  that  people 
should  be  trained  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  its  modem  development. 
This  training  must  be  given  in  the  public  schools,  where  we  have  the  people 
of  t-he  United  States  in  process  of  making,  and  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  hold  the  key  to  the  situation.  But  the  teachers  have  not  yet  been 
trained  to  the  use  of  the  library.  They  go  out  from  the  high  school,  college, 
or  training  school  where  no  instruction  is  given  in  children's  literature  or 
the  use  of  a  library,  and  meet  one  of  three  conditions;  either  the  teacher 
goes  into  a  town  having  a  public  library,  and  she  is  not  prepared  to  use  it, 
or  to  lead  children  to  the  use  of  it ;  or  she  goes  into  a  school  having  a  collection 
of  books  which  she  does  not  know  how  to  care  for,  or  make  valuable  in  sup- 

Slementary  school  work;  or  she  goes  into  a  school  having  no  library,  and  is 
elpless  in  selecting  books  suitable  for  the  work  and  the  children,  and  is 
St  the  mercy  of  the  agent  and  worthless  books. 

The  three  important  topics  which  will  be  considered  in  this  discussion  oi 
the  subject  are — 

I.     The  need  of  library  instruction  in  the  normal  schools. 
II.    What  normal  schools  are  now  doing  in  library  instruction, 

III.  Observations  and  conclusions  as  to  what  should  constitute  a  normal 
course  in  library  methods. 

First,  The  real  solution  of  the  problem  lies  in  the  introSuction  of  library 
instruction  in  the  normal  training  school.  Here  teachers  are  doing  their 
practice  work  before  going  out  into  regular  positions.  It  is  their  period  of 
apprenticeship.  If  the  coming  teachers  are  to  go  out  prepared  to  direct 
the  reading  of  children,  to  select  books  for  the  school  library  and  to  teach 
children  how  to  use  books  and  the  library  intelligently,  this  instruction 
must  be  given  them  in  their  professional  course  of  training. 

The  institute  conductor  will  say  that  the  teachers'  institute  is  the  place 
for  such  instruction.  One  institute  conductor  says  that  the  crying  need  of 
teachers  of  New  York  State  is  that  an  instructor  go  about  to  the  teachers' 
institutes  and  awaken  an  interest  in  the  books  recommended  by  the  syllabus 
just  published  by  State  Educational  Department  and  really  acquaint  people 
with  those  boote.  There  is  a  need  for  such  instruction  in  these  institutes. 
The  teachers  who  attend  these  institutes  have  left  the  theoretical  training 
school  and  have  learned  from  actual  experience  in  the  school  room  what  they 
do  not,  but  should  know.  They  realize  the  value  of  a  course  on  children's 
literature,  the  necessity  of  knowing  how  to  select  books  for  the  schoolroom, 
and  how  to  administer  and  use  the  school  library.  One  great  field  of  work 
for  the  State  is  to  provide  some  means  of  giving  them  this  instruction.  This 
is  a  movement  which  is  already  having  its  beginnings  over  the  country.  But 
after  all  the  teachers  who  attend  these  institutes  have  habits  formed.    The 
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lasting,  effective  work  must  be  done  with  the  teachers  in  the  process  of 
making — the  students  of  the  norma)  and  training  school. 

The  library  extension  department  may  say  that  the  first  need  of  the  schools 
is  that  they  be  equipped  with  well  selected  libraries.  It  is  true  that  in  many 
of  the  graded  and  rural  schools  there  are  almost  no  books  and  what  there 
are  are  out  of  date  and  worthless.  There  is  need  that  the  schools  be  equipped 
with  libraries.  But  of  greater  initial  importance  than  a  library  is  a  teacher 
trained  to  use  a  library,  and  to  direct  the  reading  taste  of  the  children.  There 
is  little  value  in  a  school  library  unless  a  teacher  knows  her  books  and  uses 
them  and  leads  the  children  to  them.  If  teachers  are  trained  to  use  books, 
school  libraries  are  soon  bound  to  follow.  The  teacher  should  be  the  final 
authority  as  to  the  books  needed  in  the  school  library.  The  value  of  the 
library  does  not  depend  so  much  on  the  number  of  books  as  on  their  selection 
and  on  the  use  made  of  them  by  the  teacher.  The  training  of  teachers 
in  the  knowledge  aiid  use  of  books  is  a  movement  that  should  precede  any 
legislation  providing  libraries  for  the  schools  of  the  State. 

The  librarian  who  has  charge  of  the  department  of  school  cooperation 
in  a  large  city  may  say  that  librarians  are  giving  the  children  lessons  on  how 
to  use  books  and  are  directing  their  reading  and  leading  them  to  the  public 
library.  Admirable  instruction  is  being  given  the  grades  of  city  schools 
by  librarians.  In  fact,  the  hbrary  habit  in  children  is  usually  stimulated 
by  the  librarian  rather  than  the  teacher.  Most  of  the  instruction  in  the 
makeup  of  books  and  the  use  of  books  has  come  from  the  librarian  rather 
than  the  teacher.  But  no  instruction  by  the  librarian  can  take  the  place 
of  practical  every  day  work  of  the  teacher.  The  lesson  given  by  the  librarian 
on  the  use  of  the  index  to  a  book  is  necessarily  mechanical  because  she  is 
not  in  touch  with  the  regular  work  of  the  pupil.  She  meets  the  class  once 
a  month,  sometimes  only  once  a  year,  and  talks  on  the  correct  opening  of 
the  new  book,  the  proper  treatment  of  books,  or  the  use  of  Poole's  Index, 
and  her  lesson  is  not  correlated  with  the  regular  Work  of  the  school.  It  is 
abnormal  for  the  librarian  to  teach  the  use  of  the  Index,  table  of  contents, 
and  periodical  indexes.  This  all-  belongs  legitimately  with  school  work. 
When  the  occasion  arises  to  teach  children  the  use  of  the  index  or  the  correct 
opening  of  a  new  book  the  lesson  should  be  given  in  connection  with  the 
regular  school  work.  Unless  the  lesson  given  by  the  librarian  is  followed 
up,  emphasized  and  applied  by  the  teacher,  it  is  of  little  lasting  value.  But 
the  teacher,  in  no  place  in  her  high  school,  college,  or  normal  school  training 
is  provided  with  a  course  which  acquaints  her  with  children's  literature 
and  prepares  her  for  using  a  library,  and  until  normal  schools  equip  teachers 
with  such  information  they  are  not  prepared  to  give  the  instruction  to 
children. 

Last  of  all,  the  normal  principal  will  say  that  there  is  no  place  in  the 
normal  school  curriculum  for  technics  library  instruction.  There  is  no 
place  for  a  detailed  course  in  library  science.  It  is  the  function  of  the  library 
school  to  train  librarians.  But  there  is  a  place  for  a  simplified  course  on 
administering  and  using  a  school  library  and  it  is  the  function  of  the  normal 
school  to  train  teachers  who  can  direct  the  reading  of  children  and  lead 
.them  to  an  intelligent  use  of  books. 

The  normal  principal  may  say  further,  that  a  course  in  children's  literature 
-would  duplicate  other  work  of  the  school,  I  know  of  only  one  normal 
school  in  the  entire  country  that  gives  a  detailed  course  in  children's  litera- 
ture. It  is  true  that  in  alt  the  normal  schools  there  are  the  method  courses, 
method  in  geography,  reading,  historj',  story  telling  and  language,  but  there 
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is  probably  at  most  not  more  than  twenty  week's  work  in  any  of  these  sub- 
jects. There  is  the  theoretical  and  psychological  material  to  be  gone  over 
in  all  these  subjects,  besides  de\'ices  and  mechanical  means  for  presenting 
the  subject  which  the  pupil  t«acher  must  know,  and  little  is  done  to  acquaint 
the  classes  with  the  supplementary  books  on  the  subject  which  the  children 
should  read.  There  is  usually  no  time  for  anything  except  to  give  the  class 
a  list  of  books  on  the  subject.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  possessing 
a  list  of  books  said  to  be  useful  for  reading  by  children,  and  possessing  a  first 
hand  acquaintance  with  tjie  books  themselves  obtained  from  actual  hand- 
ling and  examination  of  children's  books. 

The  principal  may  object  further  that  the  normal  school  curriculum  is 
already  over  crowded.  Then  why  not  drop  logic  or  some  other  subject 
that  is  not  vital  to  the  teacher  and  include  in  its  place  the  subject  which 
makes  possible  good  work  in  other  lines?  Will  it  crowd  the  work  in  history, 
to  introduce  a  course  giving  best  sources  of  history,  or,  will  it  crowd  a  course 
in  school  economy  to  introduce  work  that  will  teach  the  student  how  to  find 
the  books  he  needs  and  how  to  find  in  bound  and  current  magazines  material 
on  the  individual  problem  assigned  him?  Library  methods  is  not  a  new 
and  separate  study  which  will  crowd  the  curriculum.  It  is  rather  a  method 
of  work,  the  laboratory  method  of  study  that  will  make  easy  and  possible 
the  other  courses  of  the  curriculum. 

This  brings  us  to  the  second  topic  to  be  discussed,  what  is  being  done 
by  the  normal  schools  in  library  instruction. 

Pioneer  efforts  in  introducing  such  a  course  of  instruction  are  already 
being  made  in  some  of  the  normal  schools  of  the  country,  Michigan  is  the 
pioneer  State  in  this  form  of  library  extension  and  the  annual  report  of  the 
Michigan  Library  Commission  for  1906  notes  as  the  important  feature  of  its 
work  during  that  year  the  establishment  of  training  classes  in  library  science 
in  the  summer  sessions  of  each  of  the  normal  schools  in  the  State,  This 
plan  originated  with  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commis- 
sioners, the  entire  equipment  for  the  course  was  furnished  by  the  Board, 
the  instructors  sent  from  the  State  Library,  and  the  expense  for  the  course 
was  paid  out  of  an  appropriation  made  for  the  purpose  by  the  legislature, 

Michigan  seems  to  have  taken  the  initiative  in  establishing  in  connection 
with  its  work  a  cooperative  school  and  library  department  as  part  of  its 
school  system.  The  work  done  in  1906  was  wholly  experimental.  This 
summer  the  course  was  elaborated,  specialists  were  brought  in  for  short 
courses  on  children's  work  and  reference  books,  and  six  or  twelve  week's 
credit  for  the  work  was  given  by  the  normal  schools.  The  work  was  heartily 
received  by  normal  school  presidents,  teachers  and  librarians  and  a  greater 
interest  was  awakened  this  past  summer,  especially  among  the  teachers  of 
the  schools,  and  a  greater  appreciation  shown  by  the  students  in  attendance 
at  the  Slimmer  sessions.  The  instruction  has  not  yet  been  introduced  into  the 
regular  course  during  the  year  but  the  plan  is  ultimately  to  give  the  course 
during  the  winter  as  well  as  the  summer  sessions.  Requests  for  help  in 
selecting  books  and  administering  school  libraries  are  constantly  coming 
from  teachers  over  the  State  to  the  State  Library  and  the  State  Librarian 
felt  that  this  need  could  be  best  met  by  providing  such  instruction  for  the 
teachers  who  come  to  the  summer  sessions.  Those  who  attend  these  sessioas 
are  usually  experienced  teachers  who  know  what  they  most  need.  Instead 
of  holding  a  summer  school  for  the  librarians  of  the  small  towns,  as  many 
of  the  states  do,  Michigan  has  met  the  needs  of  the  teachers  of  the  State. 
The  last  step  taken  by  Michigan  is  the  establishment  of  a  library  section 
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in  the  State  Teachers'  Association.  This  will  bring  the  library  forces  in 
contact  with  several  thousand  teachers,  as  there  will  be  library  speakers 
for  several  other  sections  as  well  as  for  the  librar>'  section.  There  will  also 
be  an  extensive  display  of  library  tools  and  model  libraries. 

In  Wisconsin  it  is  now  a  requirement  of  the  State  Board  of  Regents  that 
each  student  of  a  normal  school  shall  have  twenty  weeks  of  library  methods 
before  graduation.  Each  of  the  seven  normal  schools  has  developed  its 
own  scheme  for  carrying  on  this  work.  The  course  includes  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  library  and  reference  books  and  also  in  the  technical  processes 
of  library  work.  The  late  President  Haisey  of  the  Oshkosh  Normal  School 
wrote  last  spring  regarding  the  work,  "  I  have  often  wondered  that  the  normal 
schools  did  not  include  some  work  of  this  kind,  because  it  has  seemed  to  us 
so  absolutely  essential  to  the  training  of  intending  teacheis.  We  do  not  give 
as  much  work  in  this  line  as  I  should  like  to  have  given,  but  it  serves  to  start 
our  students  in  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  work  in  the  library  and  with 
this  start  they  go  on  to  work  out  for  themselves  much  more  of  value.  In 
Wisconsin  at  the  present  time  there  b  a  movement  being  made  to  help, 
train  even  the  rural  school  teachers  to  something  like  an  intelligent  use  of 
the  libraries  at  their  disposal  and  they  are  expected  to  be  able  to  catalog 
the  libraries  and  to  know  something  of  library  art  if  not  of  library  science." 
The  librarian  from  the  same  normal  says  "We  hear  probably  fewer  comments 
from  students  who  h^ve  taken  the  course,  over  their  appreciation  of  its 
value,  than  we  hear  regrets  from  students  who  were  graduated  before  it 
was  introduced,  over  the  lack  of  it.  The  demand  for  thb  work  in  the  State 
is  shown  by  the  number  of  these  earlier  graduates  who,  coming  back  at  the 
annual  commencement  season,  are  eager  to  get  all  the  help  they  can  at  that 
time.  We  have  many  gratifying  expressions  from  graduates  who  are  organiz- 
ing  school  libraries." 

Missouri  during  the  present  year  has  taken  an  advance  step  in  establish- 
ing a  State  Library  Commission,  created  a  department  of  library  and  school 
cooperation  which  shall  provide  instruction  in  Ubrary  methods  in  the  normal 
schools.     There  is,  of  course,  as  yet  no  definite  account  of  their  plans. 

The  N.  E.  A.  has  for  two  years  been  working  on  the  problem  of  library 
instruction  in  the  normal  schools  and  in  1906  published  a  hand  book  for 
the  use  of  normal  school  librarians  in  giving  such  a  course  of  instruction. 
The  committee  on  library  and  school  cooperation  of  the  American  Library 
Association  is  making  an  investigation  in  the  normal  schools  over  the  country 
as  to  whether  this  hand  book  is  being  used  this  year  as  a  text  book  in  courses 
of  library  instruction.  Notwithstanding  the  three  hundred  letters  sent 
out  last  February  only  seventy-one  answers  have  been  received.  The 
results  show  that  library  instruction  is  being  given,  besides  those  in  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  in  the  following  normal  schools: 

Bloomsburg,  Pa.  ' 

Winona,  Minn. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Chico,  Cal. 

The  Slate  Normal  University,  Normal,  111. 

Southern   Illinois  Normal   University,  Carbondale,   111. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Emporia,  Kan. 

Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

Geneseo,  N.  Y. 

Of  more  value  than  general  statements  and  theories,  is  the  record  of  actual 
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experience  in  working  out  such  a  course  in  a  normal  school.  After  experi- 
menting with  short  courses  in  the  normal  schools  of  Indiana  and  giving 
general  talks  at  teachers'  and  library  institutes,  it  was  a  great  opport-unity 
to  have  an  entire  year  with  the  students  of  a  normal  school.  In  the  Geneseo 
Normal  School  last  year  a  required  course  of  instruction  was  introduced 
for  the  senior  class.  This  course  consists  of  one  lesson  a  week  during  the 
last  t«nn  of  twenty  weeks  for  each  senior  class.  Most  of  the  students  of 
the  normal  school  come  without  any  experience  in  using  a  Ubrary.  They 
have  never  been  trained  to  get  information  quickly  from  books  and  to  use 
the  toots  and  indexes  of  the  library  in  looking  up  material  on  a  subject.  The 
aims  of  the  course  are: 

1st.  To  familiarize  the  student  with  the  arrangement  of  the  library 
and  reading  room  and  with  the  keys  to  an  intelligent  use  of  each. 

2nd.  To  acquaint  him  with  the  best  books  for  supplementary  reading 
in  the  grades  that  he  may  be  able  to  select  the  books  for  a  class  room  library. 

3rd.  To  prepare  him  for  administering  a  school  library  and  teaching 
pupils  to  use  it  intelligently. 

The  following  instruction  is  given: 

I.  Arrangement  of  reading  room  and  library  with  the  location  of  different 
classes  of  magazines,  back  numbers  of  magazines,  bound  magazines,  children's 
books,  etc. 

II.     Arrangement  and  use  of  the  card  catalog. 

III.  The  use  of  the  indexes  to  periodical  literature. 

In  connection  with  this  work  each  member  of  the  class  is  assigned  a  special 
topic  for  research  and  required  to  exhaust  the  resources  of  both  normal 
school  and  public  libraries  both  in  periodical  literature  and  in  books.  The 
topic  assigned  is  some  subject  in  geography  or  history  taught  in  method 
classes  or  in  the  regular  work  of  the  model  school.  The  bibliography  is  ex- 
pected to  be  made  according  to  standard  form  and  arrangement. 

IV.  The  intelligent  use  of  a  single  book. 

Attention  is  called  first  to  the  title  page  and  the  information  one  gets 
from  it,  the  significance  of  author,  publisher  and  date.  The  significance 
of  preface  and  the  arrangement  and  use  of  the  table  of  contents  and  index 
are  given. 

After  these  lessons  have  been  given,  the  members  of  the  class  go  into  the 
grades  of  the  model  school  and  into  the  high  school  classes  to  give  practice 
lessons.  The  lessons  given  in  the  normal  and  high  school  are  on  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  reading  room  and  library,  the  use  of  the  card  catalog,  and  peri^- 
ical  indexes.  The  lessons  in  the  grades  are  on  the  proper  treatment  of  books, 
how  to  open  a  new  book  correctly,  and  how  to  use  the  index  and  title  page. 
The  eighth  grade  is  also  given  a  lesson  on  the  use  of  Poole's  Index  and  the 
Header's  Guide  as  the  class  does  some  reference  work  in  history,  and  they 
are  given  a  trip  to  the  public  library  in  small  groups  and  a  lesson  is  given 
there  on  the  use  of  the  card  catalog.  The  subject  matter  of  the  lessons  in 
the  different  grades  is  not  the  same  nor  is  the  manner  of  presentation.  In 
the  first  four  grades,  little  is  given  except  how  to  treat  books  and  how  to 
open  new  boo^  properly,  and  the  lessons  are  made  interesting  by  personify- 
ing the  book  and  using  the  story  form.  These  lessons  are  not  given  mech^- 
ically  but  when  the  occasion  arises,  for  example,  the  morning  at  chapel 
exercises  when  new  song  books  were  distributed,  directions  were  given  for 
opening  them  correctly  and  each  child  opened  his  own  book  without  breaking 
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V.  Selection  of  children's  books. 

Librarians  usually  say  of  teachers,  that  they  know  more  of  psychology 
and  method  than  they  do  about  the  inside  of  books  for  children.  Such  a 
quantity  of  books  are  on  the  market  that  are  made  to  sell,  that  the  selection 
of  children's  books  is  one  of  the  greatest  problems  to  the  teacher.  There 
are  picture  books  poor  in  llnp  and  color,  and  vicious  in  sentiment,  and  ruined 
by  silly  jingles;  collections  of  verse  that  are  not  poetry  at  all,  only  cheap 
sentiment  in  rhyme;  fairy  stories  that  are  a  jumbie  of  impossibilities  from 
beginning  to  end,  without  the  flavor  of  the  good  oid  fairy  story;  nature 
books  that  are  weakened  by  the  elements  of  personification  and  fairy  story; 
and  books  of  fiction  that  teach  "children  to  despise  their  elders.  One  who 
does  not  have  some  principles  of  selection  and  does  not  know  some  of  the 
best  lists  of  children's  books  is  helpless.  Problems  are  assigned  which 
acquaint  the  seniors  with  these  best  lists,  graded,  classified,  and  lists  on 
special  subjects  such  as  story  telling,  Christmas  buying  books,  and  the 
anniversaries. 

Besides  familiarizing  students  with  these  helps  in  the  selection  of  books, 
different  classes  of  books  are  discussed  and  principles  given  to  guide  in  their 
selection.  In  picture  books,  for  example,  the  class  is  shown  some  exquisite 
editions  illustrated  by  Howard  Pyle,  Walter  Crane,  Jessie  Wilcox  Smith, 
and  others,  and  the  genuine  work  of  these  illustrators  is  compared  with  some 
of  the  cheap  imitations  and  with  picture  books  of  the  Sunday  supplement 
type. 

Another  problem  is  the  selection  of  pictures  suitable  for  the  walls  of  the 
different  grades,  and  also  of  the  cheap  prints,  Perry  Elson,  etc.  to  supple- 
ment the  work  of  each  grade.  Suggestions  are  given  for  the  selection  of 
pictures  and  for  classifying,  arranging,  and  indexing  such  a  collection  of 
miscellaneous   pictures   for  school   use. 

VI.  Technical   instruction  on  the   administration  of  a  school   library. 
Almost  no  technical  instruction  has  been  given  yet,  as  class  room  libraries 

could  not  be  purchased  for  the  model  school.  "The  plan  for  this  year  is  to 
give  seniors  actual  practice  in  accessioning,  labeling,  mending,  classifying 
devising  charging  system,  etc.,  for  these  class  room  libraries,  as  preparation 
for  administering  their  own  school  libraries  when  teaching.  The  difficulty 
here  is  in  the  supervision  and  revision  of  work  with  a  class  consisting  of  perhaps 
100  members. 

The  course  so  far  is  only  preliminary  but  enough  has  been  given  to  show 
the  need  for  just  such  instruction.  Experienced  teachers  in  the  training 
class  have  heard  for  the  first  time  of  periodical  indexes;  they  have  gotten 
the  idea  of  bow  to  investigate  a  subject,  which  will  make  them  at  home  in 
any  library,  and  they  have  been  made  acquainted  with  helps  in  selecting 
books  of  which  they  had  known  nothing.  Time  and  available  material 
have  been  saved  by  the  students  because  they  have  been  taught  to  tise 
reference  books  and  the  index  of  a  single  book.  If  they  have  learned  nothing 
except  that  the  library  b  a  quiet  laboratory  for  work  and  research,  the 
normal  school  will  have  accomplished  a  part  of  its  duty  toward  the  coming 
teachers  of  the  State. 

The  last  topic  of  the  paper  is  some  observation  and  conclusions  as  to 
a  course  of  library  instruction  in  the  normal  schools. 

My  first  conclusion  is  that  in  introducing  this  work  into  the  normal  schools 
it  is  necessary  first  to  create  an  interest  in  the  subject  by  popularizing  it. 
The  librarian  is  likely  to  fail  in  seeing  the  teachers'  point  of  view,  ghe 
over  emphasizes  the  technical  side  of  instruction  and  fails  to  modify:Sner 


LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  NORMAL  INSTITUTES.  25 

elaborate  system  of  classification,  accessioning,  charging,  etc.,  to  meet  the 
need  of  smalt  school  libraries.  As  the  president  of  the  library  section  of  the 
N,  E.  A,  said  two  years  ago,  the  schools  need  simplified  methods  in  taking 
care  of  school  libraries.  Teachers  are  overwhelmed  by  the  technical  detail. 
This  difficulty  will  be  met  by  offering  two  courses  in  library  methods — one, 
a  required  course  consisting  of  work  on  the  selection  of  children's  books 
and  the  use  of  the  library  and  of  reference  books,  and  the  other,  an  e,iective 
course  for  those  who  may  have  charge  of  school  libraries  and  need  technical 
instruction  on  how  to  care  for  and  manage  a  school  library.  Or,  in 
beginning  the  instruction,  the  work  on  children's  literature  may  be  em- 
phasized and  the  technical  work  so  simplified  that  it  will  be  of  value  for  every 
teacher. 

A  second  conclusion,  arrived  at  from  actual  experience,  is  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  librarian  to  properly  administer  the  normal  school  library 
and  at  the  same  time  give  a  course  of  instruction  to  a  large  class  and  supervise 
their  practice  teaching  and  practice  work  done  in  the  library.  Either  there 
must  be  an  assistant  who  will  take  chai^  of  the  technical  detail,  or  an  in- 
structor must  come  in  from  outside  to  give  the  course  in  library  methods. 
The  librarian  of  the  normal  school  must,  of  course,  have  had  technical  training 
in  order  to  give  the  course  of  instruction.  In  Wisconsin  the  course  is  given 
by  the  regular  librarians,  and  in  Michigan,  although  the  librarians  are  in 
most  cases  trained,  instructors  in  library  methods  are  sent  from  the  State 
Library. 

A  third  conclusion  is  that  a  couree  of  library  instruction  is  mechanical 
unless  the  teacheis  of  the  normal  school  faculty  cooperate  heartily.  Unless 
the  head  of  a  department  is  a  learner  and  has  the  spirit  of  research  he  cannot 
lead  students  to  sources  of  information.  It  is  rather  hopeless  for  the  librarian 
to  acquaint  students  with  Gordy  and  Twitchell,  Pathfinder  to  American 
History,  when  the  book  is  not  known  by  the  critic  and  method  teachers, 
and  pupil  teachers  have  never  referred  to  it  for  actual  use  in  school  work. 
It  is  also  rather  hopeless  to  call  attention  of  pupil  teachers  to  a  well  edited 
story  of  Ulysses  when  a  cheap,  poorly  written  edition  is  used  in  the  training 
school.  _  As  yet,  one  drawback  in  this  work  is 'the  lack  of  understanding 
as  to  what  the  course  means,  by  teachers  who  do  not  yet  appreciate  its 
necessity.  This  lack  of  sympathy  is  to  be  expected.  For  the  most  part, 
those  who  fail  to  understand  the  work  have  not  themselves  known  the 
advantage  of  a  library  and  do  not  realize  the  value  of  knowing  how  to  look, 
where  to  look  and  how  to  use  the  tools  of  the  library  in  getting  information. 

And  now,  in  brief,  the  conclusion  to  the  whole  matter  is  this — for  thirty 
years  we  have  been  hearing  about  "the  chasm  between  the  library  and 
school,"  During  recent  years  the  hbrary  has  done  much  to  bridge  one 
end  of  the  chasm.  From  the  educator's  point  of  view,  the  phyehologieal 
moment  has  come  for  the  school  to  build  its  end  of  the  bridge  and  the  educa- 
tional world  is  awaiting  the  state  or  the  individual  that  can  elaborate  a 
successful  scheme. 

In  New  York  state  the  educational  department  has  prescribed  a  course 
of  study  for  the  normal  schools.  Never  before  were  the  requirements  so 
high.  The  students  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  are  of  college  grade,  and 
the  course  of  study  demands  research  work.  The  methotis  work  cannot  be 
taught  now,  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  by  means  of  one  text  book  which  the 
student  is  expected  to  own  and  master,  the  teacher  providing  the  other 
necessary  information.  There  was  a  day  when  school  work  consisted  in 
mastering  the  text  book.     Now,  it  is  the  subject,  not  the  text  Ajprft,  that 
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is  to  be  learned.  The  student  leams.by  the  inductive  method  and  must 
know  and  compare  sources  and  draw  his  own  conclusions.  How  is  this 
research  work  to  be  done  if  the  use  of  the  library  is  not  taught  in  the  normals? 
Unless  the  student  knows  the  indexes,  short  cuts,  and  sources  of  the  library, 
he  loses  time  and  is  helpless. 

The  State  Department  has  provided,  further,  a  course  of  study  for  the 
elementary  and  high  schools.  Here,  also,  books  for  supplementary  reading, 
and  study  are  required.  How  are  teachers  to  use  these  books  unless,  some- 
where, instruction  is  given  to  acquaint  them  with  the  books?  How  can 
they  lead  children  to  use  books  which  they  themselves  do  not  know?  The 
new  requirements  of  the  State  Department  have  revolutionized  methods 
of  study  and  have  introduced  a  laboratory  method  of  study  and  teaching. 
This  new  course  of  study  is  an  admirable  piece  of  work.  But  how,  under 
the  existing  conditions,  can  such  a  course  be  carried  out?  Will  not  the  plan 
defeat  itself  unless  library  methods  are  introduced  to  make  such  a  course 


western  state  normal  school,  kalamazoo. 
Esther  Bkaley,  Instructor. 

A  class  of  17  in  elementary  library  methods  was  organized  in  the  Western 
State  Normal  School  on  June  24-26,  1907.  The  first  class  hour  was  used 
for  a  general  outline  of  the  subject  and  discussion  of  the  course. 

Accessioning  was  begun  on  June  27,  but  postponed  until  after  the  course 
given  by  Miss  Sawyer  on  reference  work,  June  28-July  4.  On  July  5,  acces- 
sioning was  continued ;  on  the  8th,  classification  was  taken  up,  and  continued 
until  the  10th,  when  Miss  Mendenhall  began  her  lectures  on  children's  reading. 

On  July  18,  classification  was  resumed  and  the  assigning  of  book  numbers 
taken  up  and  continued  with  the  work  in  cataloging,  which  occupied  the 
rest  of  the  time,  except  for  two  talks  on  the  makeup  of  the  book-paper, 
binding,  repairing,  etc.,  and  on  the  use  of  pictures  and  other  helps. 

Two  members  of  the  class  took  the  work  with  out  asking  for  credit;  two 
were  obliged  to  leave  before  the  term  was  completed,  and  one  dropped  out 
of  the  course,  so  that  12  were  given  credit,  and  of  these,  10  received  certi- 
ficates. 


NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  MARQUETTE. 

Olive  0,  Lathrop,  Instructor. 

The  introduction  of  a  course  in  library  work  in  the  Northern  Normal 
is  progressing  slowly,  perhaps,  but  surely.  Library  conditions  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula  are  so  different  from  those  in  the  Lower  Peninsula  that  they 
have  effected  the  popularity  of  the  course  at  the  Normal.  This  may 
be  accounted  for  by  briefly  explaining  the  educational  system  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula.  Here  the  township  rather  than  the  district  system  of  schools 
prevails,  and  there  are  correspondingly  township  rather  than  district  school 
libraries.  This  system  was  in  use  in  the  Lower  Peninsula  from  1837-1859 
but  was  found  unsatisfactory  and  the  district  system  was  adopted.  The 
Upper  Peninsula,  however,  still  clings  to  the  township  system.  This  keeps 
the  books  at  a  distance  from  the  remote  parts  of  the  township,  making  them 
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inaccessible,  and  consequently  less  frequently  used,  Statbtics  gathered 
last  year  sliow  that  where  the  township  library  accords  with  the  township 
school  unit  it  was  successful,  but  in  other  instances  the  distance  made  it 
useless.  In  one  county  60  per  cent  of  the  schools  were  not  provided  with 
books,  while  for  the  whole  peninsula  there  are  less  than  26  tibraries  in  each 
county.  This  condition  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  sparsely  settled 
country  and  the  large  foreign  element.  The  greater  part  of  the  parents  of 
the  school  children  do  not  read,  and  scarcely  speak  English.  The  only 
reading  these  children  get  is  in  school,  and  until  the  last  few  years  no  effort 
has  been  made  to  interest  the  children  in  books.  For  several  years,  however, 
the  Northern  Normal  has  offered  a  course  in  children's  literature,  which 
is  doing  a  great  deal  to  familiarize  the  foreign  born  students  with  the  classics. 
All  these  conditions  have  made  the  establishment  of  such  a  course  as  the 
commission  offers  a  slow  process,  for  coming  as  many  do  from  districts  where 
library  privileges  have  never  been  enjoyed  they  cannot  be  expected  to  see  at 
once  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  course. 

The  most  of  the  time  this  summer,  aside  from  the  hour  given  to  class 
work,  was  sjwnt  in  arousing  interest  in  library  matters.  Six  weeks  credit 
was  allowed  in  the  Normal,  so  that  but  one  hour's  recitation  with  outside 
preparation  was  required.  This  left  most  of  the  day  for  explanation  and 
advertising.  The  room  was  kept  open  all  day,  and  many  students  were 
interested  in  the  books  and  equipment.  The  special  lectures  were  given 
in  the  Assembly  Hall  and  were  of)en  to  all.  They  were  well  attended,  and 
were  instructive. 

The  course  as  given  to  the  class  covered  much  the  same  ground  as  last 
year.  Accessioning,  classification  and  book  numbers  occupied  the  first 
two  weeks;  cataloging,  including  ^mple  author,  title  and  subject  entry, 
and  analytical  work,  the  second  two  weeks,  while  the  last  two  weeks  were 
given  up  to  the  special  lectures. 

Miss  Salisbury^gave  five  talks  on  reference  books,  and  one  on  binding  and 
repairing.  In  these  she  took  up  reference  books  in  order,  giving  dictionaries, 
and  encyclopedias  one  day;  year-books,  almanacs  and  other  statistical 
books  the  second;  biographical  reference  books  the  third;  debate ^books, 
and  literary  reference  books  the  fourth;  periodicals  and  U.  S.  government 
documents  the  fifth. 

Following  her  Miss  Mendenbatl  gave  five  talks  on  children's  books,  their 
illustrations  and  illustrators;  selection  of  children's  books;  lessons  to  teach 
children  the  use  of  books,  and  lists  from  which  to  select  children's  books. 

The  course  closed  in  a  much  more  encouraging  manner  than  it  began, 
promising  a  larger  attendance  next  year. 


CENTRAL  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  MT.  PLEASANT. 
Ruth  M.  Wright,  Instructor. 

The  second  session  of  the  library  methods  course  was  given  in  the  Central 
State  Normal  School  at  Mt,  Pleasant  during  the  summer  term,  June  twenty- 
fourth  to  August  second,  1907.  All  funds  and  supplies  necessary  for  the 
work  were  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  and  the 
work  was  done  under  their  direction. 
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The  class  met  in  a  room  directly  off  the  normal  library  where  temporary 
shelving  and  desks  had  been  arranged.  Complete  sets  of  library  tools  were  on 
exhibition  here  throughout  the  term.  The  working  classroom  library  con- 
sisted of  three  hundred  volumes  of  children's  books  selected  from  model 
collections  and  with  great  care  as  to  edition.  There  was  also  a  collection 
of  the  referenpe  books  most  necessary  for  a  school  library,  a  collection  of 
picture  and  illustrated  books  showing  the  work  of  good  and  poor  illustrators 
of  children's  books,  two  graded  libraries  of  fifty  volumes  each  arranged  by 
school  grades,  and  a  large  collection  of  lists  and  catalogs  helpful  in  book 
selection.  The  picture  collection  was  much  enlarged  this  year  and  proved 
of  much  interest.  There  were  catalogs  and  pictures  from  the  principal 
picture  dealers  and  a  collection  of  postal  cards. 

There  were  twenty-three  students  enrolled  for  the  library  methods  course. 
The  class  was  divided  into  two  sections  and  each  section  gave  two  hours 
of  class  room  time  each  day.  The  first  hour  was  taken  for  discussion, and 
the  second  hour  for  practical  work  by  the  students  with  the  books  in  the 
■working  library  of  the  class  room. 

The  great  problem  of  the  technical  instruction  was  to  simplify  sufficiently 
so  that  the  detail  of  the  work  would  not  be  too  great  a  tax  on  a  teacher 
librarian's  time.  Accessioning,  classification,  and  cataloging  were  modified 
and  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  school  libraries.  Miss  Salisbury's  "Library 
methods  for  school  teachers"  was  used  as  a  text  book,  supplemented  by 
several  leaflets  printed  by  the  Commission.  A  summary  of  hours  spent 
on  technical  work  in  the  class  room  follows: 

Accessioning 4  hours. 

Classification 6  hours. 

Book  numbers 1 

Shelf-listing >  8  hours. 

Labeling J 

Cataloging 17  hours. 

The  students  commenced  their  work  with  accessioning  and  in  this  subject 
were  let  to  the  intelligent  use  of  a  title  page,  and  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  most  common  terms  used  with  books,  and  with  capitalization. 
This  was  the  foundation  for  later  work  and  accounts  in  some  part  for  the 
relatively  large  number  of  hours  assigned  to  the  subject.  A  modified  Dewey 
Decimal  classification  was  studied  by  the  class  as  a  whole,  from  leaflets, 
and  several  were  able  to  do  a  number  of  hour's  work  from  the  abridged 
edition  of  the  regular  classification.  Cataloging  was  simplified  to  as  great 
a  degree  as  it  could  be  and  still  include  simple  subject  entries  and  analyticals, 
which  seem  of  special  importance  in  the  small  library.  Each  student  was 
required  to  complete  a  dictionary  catalog,  illustrating  all  catalog  rules 
studied. 

The  reference  work  was  given  by  Miss  Ethel  R.  Sawyer  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Stevens  Point,  Wisconsin,  and  included  the  following  talks  followed 
by  practical  work  by  the  students  in  working  out  assigned  problems:  Refer- 
ence books  most  helpful  for  a  school  library,  with  notes;  Periodicals  and 
their  indexes;  Government  and  state  documents;  Indexes,  bibliographies 
and  helpful  lists;  How  to  use  reference  books.  Several  not  in  the  regular 
course  came  in  for  Miss  Sawyer's  work. 

Miss  Ida  M.  Mendenhall,  Librarian  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Geneseo, 
N.  Y.,  had  charge  of  the  work  in  children's  reading.  Prom  fifty  to  a  hundred 
were  in  attendance  each  day  and  from  the  interest  and  appreciation  shown 
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there  is  little  doubt  that  more  extensive  work  along  this  line  would  be  help- 
ful. Miss  Mendenhall  spoke  on  the  following  subjects:  Some  lessons  to  give 
to  students  on  the  use  and  treatment  of  books;  Helps  in  selecting  children's 
books;  Picture  books  and  illustrated  books;  Pictures  'and  their  use;  Selec- 
tion of  special  classes  of  children's  books. 

The  following  subjecta  were  taken  up  in  class  during  the  term:  Book 
selection;  Library  law  and  monies;  Traveling  libraries;  Work  of  the  State 
Library  and  Library  Commission;  Library  supplies. 

In  giving  our  first  course  in  1906  the  work  was  largely  experimental, 
no  credits  were  allowed  and  only  one  hour  of  class  work  could  be  required 
each  day.  This  brought  into  the  classes  the  institute  students  who  were 
not  working  for  credit  and  a  few  others  who  could  afford  the  time  and  wanted 
the  work.  One  hour  of  time  for  a  term  of  six  weeks  crowded  the  work  and 
a  ho  credit  course  is  difficult  to  manage.  However,  it  was  felt  that  every 
student  in  the  class  had  learned  much  about  the  use  of  books  and  the  library, 
and  many  had  acquired  a  good  foundation  for  library  adminbtration.  With 
this  year,  we  were  allowed  twelve  weeks'  credit,  which  means  two  hours 
of  class  room  work  each  day  and  additional  work  to  be  prepared  outside. 
The  students  who  took  the  course  under  these  conditions  were  students 
with  good  foundations  and  were  able  to  do  as  thorough  work  as  any  in  the 
normal.  Several  in  the  class  were  in  charge  of  school  libraries  of  from 
eight  hundred  to  twenty-five  hundred  volumes  and  were  most  anxious  to 
get  the  technical  instruction  in  library  administration.  Others  in  the  class 
with  no  libraries  to  administer  needed  book  selection,  children's  reading 
and  work  along  these  lines  emphasized.  The  greatest  encouragement 
in  the  work  came  from  teachers  who  had  met  with  problems  in  book  buying 
and  book  selection,  had  found  libraries  to  administer  and  had  tried  to  work 
out  for  themselves  helpful   records  and  arrangement. 

From  my  two  year's  experience  with  the  work  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  have  a  call  for  two  distinct  lines  of  work  and  are  meeting 
only  one.  It  would  seem  that  the  work  would  best  meet  the  needs  of  teachers 
if  two  courses  could  be  offered.  One  a  six  weeks'  credit  course  for  gratle 
and  rural  teachers,  to  cover  besides  work  in  book  selection,  reference  books 
and  children's  reading,  lessons  on  the  practical  use  of  the  library.  This 
would  include  a  working  knowledge  of  the  classification  from  the  student's 
point  of  view,  an  understanding  of  the  arrangement  of  the  card  catalog 
and  a  knowledge  of  other  short  cuts  and  indexes  to  the  library's  resources. 
The  other  course  to  be  a  twelve  week's  credit  course  including  besides  the 
work  given  in  the  six  week's  course,  technical  instruction  in  library  ad- 
ministration for  the  benefit  of  teachers  in  charge  of  school  libraries. 
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SPEaAL  COURSE  IN  LIBRARY  AND  SCHOOL  COOPERATION. 

By  Ida  M.  Mendenhall,  Librarian  of  Norual  School, 
Geneseo,  N.  Y. 

Since  the  library  has  become  the  supplement  of  the  school  coiuse  of  study 
and  the  necessary  laboratory  of  teacher  and  student,  instraction  in  the 
schools  on  the  use  of  the  library  is  indispensable.  But  as  yet,  teachers  have 
not  been  taught  to  use  the  library  in  its  modern  development  or  to  lead 
pupils  to  use  it.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  normal  and  training  schools 
is  that  instruction  shall  be  introduced  in  the  use  of  the  hbrary. 

The  aims  of  this  short  course  were: 

1st.  To  acquunt  teachers  with  indexes  and  helps  that  are  invaluable 
in  teaching. 

2nd.  To  suggest  helps  in  the  selection  of  books  for  children. 

3rd.  To  suggest  how  to  make  the  school  library  valuable  and  lead  pupils 
to  an  intelligent  use  of  books. 

Outline  op  Couhse. 

I.  Lessons  on  the  use  and  care  of  books,  to  be  given  pupils  during  the 
school  course. 

1.  Care  and  treatment  of  books.     How  to  open  a  new  book  correctly, 

etc. 

2.  Intelligent  use  of  a  book. 

a.  What  may  be  learned  from  title  page. 

Full  title,  information  about  author,  publisher,  and  date. 

b.  What  may  be  learned  from  preface,  table  of  contents,  etc. 
Aim  and  scope  of  work,  subdivisions  of  subject. 

c.  Use  of  index. 

3.  Use  of  card  catalog  as  the  index  of  library, 

4.  Use  of  periodical  indexes, 

5.  Use  of  reference  books. 

6.  Getting  together  material  on  a  subject  and  making  a  bibliography. 
The  subject  matter  of  lessons  for  the  different  grades  should  not  be  the 

same,  nor  the  manner  of  presentation.  In  the  first  four  grades  little  can  be 
given  except  how  to  treat  books,  and  the  lessons  can  be  made  interesting 
by  personifsing  the  book  and  using  the  story  form.  These  lessons  should 
not  be  given  mechanically,  but  when  the  occasion  arises — for  example, 
when  new  books  are  first  distributed  to  the  class,  directions  may  be  given 
for  opening  them  correctly,  that  each  child  may  open  his  own  book  without 
breaking  the  back.  The  lessons  on  use  of  index,  use  of  card  catalog,  etc. 
may  be  given  in  the  higher  grades,  and  the  making  of  a  bibliography,  in 
the  high  school. 

II.  Helps  in  the  selection  of  books  for  the  school  library. 

Graded  lists  of  books. 

Classified  lists. 

Lists  on  special  subjects,  as  story  telling. 

III.  Principles  to  guide  in  selecting  books  for  children. 

Collections  of  poetry. 

Nature  books.  ^ 

Fairy  tales,  etc.  Dl3^lziid.^yGoOQlc 
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Some  of  the  best  books  in  each  class  were  discussed,  and  they  were  com- 
pared with  some  cheap,  worthless  examples,  thus  giving  a  standard  in  select- 
ing books. 

IV.  Picture  and  illustrated  books. 

Value  and  use  of  picture  books. 

Some  best  illustrators. 

Use  of  the  illustrations  for  friezes. 
Some  exquisite  editions  illustrated  by  Howard  Pyle,  Jessie  Wilcox  Smith 
and  others,  were  shown  the  class,  and  the  work  of  these  illustrators  was  com- 
pared with  some  of  their  cheap  imitations  and  with  picture  books  of  the 
Sunday  supplement  type. 

V.  Use  of  pictures  in  school  work. 

1.  Selection,  classification,  arrangement  of  a  miscellaneous  collection 

of  pictures  for  use  in  supplementing  work  in  history,  geography, 
etc. 

2.  Sources  for  obtaining  such  pictures. 

3.  Pictures  suitable  for  school  room  decoration. 

4.  Use  of  pictures  for  bulletins. 

There  was  general  interest  in  these  talks  and  they  were  attended  by  many 
outside  of  the  regular  library  classes.  In  one  school  the  head  of  the  English 
department  arranged  for  her  class  in  reading  methods  to  take  the  course 
as  a  part  of  its  regular  work,  and  the  students  were  required  to  take  notes 
and  report  upon  the  work.  Some  of  the  critic  teachers  of  the  training  school 
took  the  work  and  spent  considerable  time  in  examining  the  books,  copying 
lists,  etc.  School  superintendents,  and  visiting  teachers  came  in  to  some  of 
the  lessons,  and  said  that  they  had  been  looking  for  just  such  help  for  years. 
In  another  school  the  kindergarten  classes  and  students  taking  the  course 
in  children's  literature  attended  most  of  the  lessons  as  regular  work.  The 
attendance  at  the  classes  varied  from  the  regular  library  class  to  three  hun- 
dred. The  eagerness  of  both  the  regular  normal  teachers  and  the  teachers 
to  get  help,  shows  the  need  of  such  instruction  and  its  value. 

School  Libraries. 


Special  Course,  Grace  E.  Salisbury,  Librarian  of  Normal  School, 
Whitewater,  Wis. 

On  July  17,  1907,  the  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  on  School  Libraries  was 
pven  at  the  Marquette  State  Normal  School.  It  was  on  practical  book- 
binding; the  mechanism  of  the  book  being  first  dispussed,  and  then  its  re- 
lation to  the  school  teacher  or  librarian  who  must  purchase  books  and  must 
also  consider  the  question  of  repairing  and  rebinding  worn  books.  This 
lecture  was  followed  by  a  series  on  reference  work;  dictionaries,  ency/;lo- 
pedias,  annuals,  hand  books,  etc.,  being  discussed  as  to  their  relative  values 
in  the  school  and  also  as  to  editions,  prices,  etc.  One  talk  was  given  on 
periodicals  and  public  documents;  especial  attention  being  called  to  proper 
selection  and  the  means  of  acquiring. 

The  attendance  at  the  lectures  was  good  considering  the  fact  that  there 
were  only  four  students  taking  the  library  course,  and  that  there  were  other 
lectures  being  given  in  connection  with  the  summer  school  which  were  of 
a  more  popular  nature.  The  interest  shown  by  those  attending  the  lectures 
was  very  encouraging.    The  questions  and  problems  brought  to  the  lecturer 
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each  day  for  personal  discussion,  especially  by  teachers  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, seemed  to  indicate  a  great  ignorance  concerning  library  problems, 
due  to  the  lack  of  libraries,  school,  public  or  otherwise,  in  that  northern 
country;  but  it  also  seemed  Jo  indicate  a  growing  interest  in  those  problems 
and  a  strong  desire  for  aid  in  their  solution.  There  seemed  to  the  writer, 
who  was  making  her  first  visit  to  the  Northern  Peninsula,  to  be  a  cry,  "Come 
and  help  us."  It  seemed  to  her  that  this  cry  had  its  origin  in  the  library 
work  already  attempted  by  the  State  Library  in  its  summer  courses. 

Michigan's  method  of  introducing  library  methods  into  the  normal  schools 
of  the  State  is  somewhat  unique,  and  is  still  more  or  less  in  the  nature  of 
an  experiment,  but  it  seems  to  be  decidedly  along  the  right  lines  in  that 
it  reaches  not  only  students  who  are  to  be  teachers,  but  those  summer 
school  students  who  have  been  teachers  and  therefore  understand  school 
problems,  and  who  expect  to  return  to  teaching  at  the  close  of  the  sum- 
mer, taking  with  them  as  a  result  of  this  library  course,  a  new  enthusiasm, 
and  added  knowledge  as  to  the  possible  work  with  books  even  in  isolated 
rural  districts. 

Use  of  Reference  Books. 


Special  Course  bt  Ethel  R,  Sawyer,  Librarian  Normal  School, 

Stevens  Point,  Wis. 
Id  the  week  assigned  for  this  special  work  itt  each  school,  I  aimed  to  touch 
at   least  upon   the   following  subjects; 

Reference  books  in  general — their  character;  marks  of  a  good  reference 

book,  etc. 
Special   reference   books— ^Their  scope,   and   purpose.     For  the  study 
of  this  topic  we  used  the  reference  list  provided  by  the  State  Board 
of   Library   Commissioners,   supplementing  the   notes   dictated,   by 
practical  problems  with  the  books  themselves. 
Government  publications — How  to  obtain  them,  how  to  care  for  them, 
which  sets  would  prove  most  useful  to  small  libraries,  and  the  general 
scope  of  such  sets. 
Indexes^General  purpose  of,  marks  of  a  good   index,  special  indexes 

and  their  scope. 
I  also  touched  briefly  upon  book  selection,  considering  some  of  the  best 
aids  in  the  shape  of  annotated  lists,  bibliographies,  etc. 
The  interest  shown  in  the  work  in  general  indicated  a  sincere  desire  to 
know  books  as  tools,  not  merely  as  companions  of  an  idle  hour.     Such  an 
intelligent  appreciation  of  the  real  business  of  a  librarian  will  do  more  than* 
anything  else  to  place  the  profession  on  its  proper  basis,  and  to  promote 
the  spirit  of  intelligent  inquiry  and  ready  helpfulness  that  every  hbrarian 
desires  to  see  exhibited  between  herself  and  the  rest  of  the  public,  especially 
the  teaching  profession. 

As  to  the  value  of  such  work  in  a  state,  there  can  scarcely  be  two  opinions 
about  the  matter.  There  is  no  daily  business  at  the  present  time  that  can 
afford  to  be  independent  of  the  latest  information  as  to  its  development. 
Surely,  one  should  have  at  least  an  elementary  knowledge  of  such  essential 
tools,  I  know  of  no  profes.sion  that  cannot  be  benefited  by  reference  to 
a  good  library;  and  certainly  the  more  one  can  know  of  the  mechanics  of 
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a  library,  the  more  intelligently  one  can  use  it.  The  movement  for  more 
general  library  instruction  will,  I  think,  prove  one  of  the  moat  important 
advances  along  educational  lines.  * 


ASSOCIATE  LIBRARIES. 

Battle  Creek  Public  School  Library, 
The  Battle  Creek  Public  School  Library  started  as  a  district  library; 
was  afterwards  given  to  the  public  schools  and  placed  under  control  of  the 
school  board.  In  1875  Henry  B.  Denman  left  the  sum  of  110,000  to  the 
library  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  spent  for  books 
only.  All  other  expenses  such  as  salaries,  light,  heat,  etc.,  are  paid  from 
the  general  school  tax.  In  1893,  the  library  was  reclassified  according  to 
the  Dewey  system.  In  April,  1905,  the  library  was  moved  from  its  old 
quarters  in  the  high  school  building  to  it«  own  building  given  by  the  lat« 
Charies  Willard  and  known  as  the  Charles  Willard  Memorial  Libtary  Build- 
ing. The  library  has  been  given  the  classical  library  of  the  lata  George 
Willard,  numbering  some  200  volumes. 

Bat  Crrr  Public  Library. 
The  library  had  its  beginning  in  a  library  association.  In  1877  the  associa- 
tion offered  to  give  its  collection  of  about  3,000  volumes  to  the  city  for  a 
free  public  library  if  the  city  would  assume  the  management  and  support. 
The  offer  was  accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  Bay  City  Public  Library  was 
the  result.  The  library  contains  a  special  collection  of  Americana.  There 
is  a  fairly  good  collection  of  early  travels  and  histories. 

Bay  City  Saoe  Libbart. 
Previous  to  1884  the  public  library  here  was  the  Wenona  School  District 
Library.  The  Sage  Library  was  dedicated  January  16,  1884.  The  lat« 
Mr,  H.  W,  Sage,  of  Ithaca,  N,  Y.,  presented  the  city  with  the  three-story 
building,  the  grounds,  a  city  block,  and  $10,000  in  money  for  books,  with 
the  condition  that  the  city  provide  a  like  amount. 

Charlotte  Public  Library. 
Was  established  by  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  common  council,  under 
the  State  law,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1894;  and  at  the  same  time  the  mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  common  council,  appointed  a  library  board  of  nine 
members.  On  the  6th  of  May,  1895,  the  council  directed  that  a  half  mill 
tax  be  levied  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  taxable  city  property  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library.  With  this  sum,  amounting  to  about  Jl,090.00,  the 
ground  floor  of  a  small  store  in  one  of  the  business  blocks  was  rented,  neces- 
sary furniture  and  fixtures  secured,  a  librarian  and  janitor  employed,  and 
a  library  of  910  volumes  purchased  in  addition  to  a  loan  of  599  volumes 
from  the  pubhc  school  library.  In  return  for  this  loan  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  have  the  privilege  of  drawing  an  unlimited  number  of  books  for  the 
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use  of  their  pupils.  The  library  waa  opened  to  the  public  on  the  18th  of 
January,  1896.  In  1899  the  Charlotte  Library  Association  (which  waa 
the  pioneer  library  organization  of  the  city)  turned  over  its  books  to  the  city, 
a3  a  loan.  Of  these  1,678  volumes  are  now  in  circulation.  The  school 
library  loan  has  been  increased  to  862  volumes  and  with  the  purchases, 
which  the  libraiy  board  has  annually  made,  nearly  6,000  volumes  are  now 
on  the  shelves  of  the  public  library.  These  are  all  classified  according  to 
the  Dewey  decimal  system.  In  January,  1902,  the  board  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a  gift  from  Mr. 
Carnegie  for  a  library  building.  After  a  brief  correspondence  Mr.  Carnegie 
made  a  gift  of  $10,000,  which  was  afterwards  increased  to  (12,000.  l^s 
building  was  dedicated  in  November,  1903. 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library. 

The  Mercantile  Library  Association  was  formed  in  Grand  Rapids  in  1858. 
About  1861  the  association  gave  its  books  to  the  Board  of  Education,  District 
No.  1.  In  1871  the  Ladies'  Reading  Club  united  their  library,  called  the 
City  Library  Association,  with  the  school  library,  which  is  really  the  beginning 
of  what  is  now  the  Grand  Rapids  public  library.  The  Grand  Rapids  public 
library  consists  of  the  Ryerson  library  buildig,  donated  by  Martin  A. 
Ryerson,  of  Chicago,  Sigsbee  school  branch  library  (a  room  furnished  by  the 
Board  of  Education  in  Sigsbee  school,  and  equipped  with  books,  periodicals, 
and  a  Ubrarian  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners);  Bissell  House 
library  (a  room  in  a  settlement  house  where  the  library  furnishes  only  books, 
periodicals,  and  librarian).  A  west  side  branch  library  building  is  nearly 
ready  for  occupancy  and  two  additional  school  branches  similar  to  Si^bee 
school  will  be  occupied  by  November,  1907.  The  library  has  stations  in 
thirty-three  ward  schools.  It  also  maintains  a  system  of  traveling  libraries, 
courses  tff  free  lectures,  art  exhibits,  etc. 

Habbor  Springs  Christian  Association  Librabt. 

The  Harbor  Springs  Christian  Association  library  is  the  outgrowth  of  a 
public  reading  room  for  young  men  of  the  village  opened  in  September, 
1894,  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  George  H.  Smith,  of  Detroit,  and  others. 
A  building  was  purchased  for  JlOO  and  the  lot  leased.  Three  oflScers  were 
elected  and  a  committee  appointed.  The  room  was  open  from  4  to  9  p.  m. 
every  day.  Every  summer  our  resort  friends  have  given  money,  magazines 
which  they  have  read  through  the  summer,  and  books.  September,  1899, 
306  books  had  accumulated  and  they  were  classified  and  catalogued  under 
the  Dewey  decimal  system.  In  1903  the  lot  was  purchased  and  an  association 
and  incorporation  were  effected.  In  1904  a  larger  lot  was  purchased  and 
paid  for  through  the  generosity  of  the  village  people  and  the  summer  friends 
and  now  the  foundation  is  being  built  for  a  two  story  brick  building,  the 
first  floor  to  be  rented  and  the  second  to  be  used  for  the  library.  This  library 
property  and  books  are  the  gifts  of  many  people  from  many  stat«s,  February 
22nd  has  come  to  be  a  great  event,  when  each  year  the  village  people  give 
money  and  books  for  this  library. 
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Hillsdale  College  Library. 

In  1S74  the  greater  part  of  the  college  building  was  burned  to  the  ground. 
Up  to  that  time  the  five  literary  societies  had  each  maintained  a  library. 
After  the  new  buildings  were  erected  these  five  libraries  were  brought  together 
and  organized  into  the  college  library  under  the  management  of  a  com- 
mittee of  three  chosen  from  the  faculty,  all  being  under  the  government 
of  the  trustees  of  the  college.  In  1900  the  library  numbered  9,000  volumes. 
Through  the  influence  of  Judge  W.  E.  Ambler,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  we  have  had  a  great  many  gifts.  Mr.  Ambler's  gift  of  3,009  ■ 
books  is  called  the  Ambler  Alcove.  There  are  now  600  volumes  unpacked. 
He  also  purchased  a  library  of  book  rarities  which  he  has  presented  to  the 
college.     These  are  shelved  but  nof  accessioned.     They  number  900  volumes. 

Hudson  Poblic  Library. 

A  few  years  ago  some  person,  interested  in  having  a  library  in  Hudson, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  aslung  him  for  a  gift.  The  sum  of  $10,000  was  given 
by  him  and  a  very  pretty  building  put  up.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowell  gave  one 
thousand  volumes,  Mr.  Edward  Frensdorf  and  the  Boies  State  Savings 
Bank  made  some  smaller  gifts,  and  other  persons  have  given  books  for  the 
library.  Some  books  were  transferred  from  the  school  hbraries,  and  some 
have  been  bought  from  the  money  appropriated  by  the  council  for  library 
purposes.  Because  of  some  trouble  in  the  council  Isist  fall,  no  library  appro- 
priation was  made,  and  as  an  unfortunate  result  the  library  was  closed 
from  January  5  to  April  6,  the  best  part  of  the  year. 

JACsaoN  Free  Public  Library. 

Jackson  Free  Public  Library  was  formed  by  xmiting  the  Young  Men's 
Association  library  with  the  books  received  from  the  school  libraries  of 
districts  No.  1  and  No.  17.  The  public  library  has  always  been  housed 
in  rented  quarters  until  one  year  ago,  August  ^,  1906,  it  took  possession 
of  its  new  Carnegie  building, 

Kalamazoo  Public  Library. 

Kalamazoo  Public  Library  started  as  a  school  library,  and  in  1873  was 
made  a  public  library,  but  has  always  remained  under  the  control  of  the 
board  of  education.  In  1892  Dr.  and  Mrs.  E,  R,  Van  Dusen  offered  the  city 
$50,000  for  a  library  building  if  the  city  would  furnish  the  site  and  furnish- 
ings. This  offer  was  accepted,  the  site  purchased  and  the. building  erected. 
It  cost  the  donors  nearly  $60,000  before  it  was  finished.  The  library  was 
moved  into  the  completed  building  in  May,  1893. 

Menominee  Spies  Pubuc  Library. 

The  library  was  begun  under  the  township  library  law.  The  grounds,, 
buildings  and  furnishings  were  the  gift  of  Mr,  A.  Spies  of  this  city.  He  has. 
also  given  generously  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
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Mendok  Free  Pubuc  Library. 

Mendon  Township  Free  Public  Library  was  organized  April  25,  1889. 
The  first  books  (197  volumes)  were  a  gift  from  the  Ladies'  Library  Society 
oi  Mendon.  Books  have  been  purchased  annually  until  now  the  number 
is  nearly  6,000  volumes.  Rooms  were  rented  until  May,  1906,  when  the 
library  was  moved  into  the  new  S10,000  Carnegie  library  building,  which 
is  a  model  of  comfort  and  convenience  as  well  as  beauty.  Thirty-two 
magazines  are  received  monthly;  these  are  circulated  the  same  as  books, 
except  for  a  shorter  period. 

Mt,  Clemens  Public  Library. 

Mt.  Clemens  Public  Library  was  started  in  1865  or  1866  by  Prof  Wood. 
Its  growth  was  gradual  until  its  removal  from  the  schoolhouse  building  to 
the  basement  of  the  courthouse  about  1890.  It  was  moved  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  building  where  it  remained  until  its  removal  to  the  handsome 
quarters  in  the  building  erected  during  1904  with  funds  provided  by  the  Hon. 
Andrew  Carnegie.  The  site  of  the  library  was  purchased  by  the  city  for 
S5,500  and  the  building  and  equipment  cost  about  $19,000.  The  late  Hon. 
Edgar  Weeks  gave  about  1,500  public  documents  to  the  library. 

McsKEGON  Hackley  Pdblic  Library. 

The  Hackley  Public  library  waa  the  gift  of  Charles  H.  Hackley  to  that 
city.  It  is  incorporated  under  the  public  school  charter,  the  board  of  educa- 
tion acting  as  trustees.  The  comer  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  May  25, 
1889,  and  the  completed  building  opened  to  the  pubhc  October  15,  1890. 
Mr.  Hackley's  original  gift  was  8125,000.00  of  which  about  SS.OOO  was  spent 
in  the  purchase  of  books;  the  remainder,  on  the  building  and  the  furnishings. 
In  1902  a  new  stack  room  was  added  at  a  cost  of  S50,000.  The  library  is 
endowed  by  Mr.  Hackley  for  $275,000. 

NiLES  Public  Library. 

Niles  Public  Library  was,  previous  to  November  17,  1904,  a  small 
subscription  library,  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Ladies'  Library 
Association.  This  organization  applied  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a  gift  of 
$15,000.  The  amount  was  donated  after  a  site  had  been  secured  by 
subscription  of  private  individuals,  and  after  the  council  had  agreed  to 
give  $1,500  per  year  for  maintenance  of  the  library.  The  ladies'  library 
and  moat  of  the  books  in  the  school  library  were  transferred  to  the  public 
library  in  1904.  During  1906  and  1907  the  books  from  Niles  township 
and  Howard  township  libraries  have  been  added  to  the  public  library  collec- 
tion. 

Owosso  Ladies'  Library. 

The  Owosso  Ladies'  Library  Association  was  organized  May  5,  1867. 
-The  women  forming  this  association  received  from  a  former  literary  society 
a  small  sum  of  money;  and,  from  the  citizens  of  Owosso,  48  volumes.  This 
was  the  nucleus  around  which  was  to  gather  the  material  for  a  public  library. 
The  forming  of  the  association  took  place  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ebenezer 
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Gould,  and  for  a  year  she  generously  gave  the  use  of  some  of  her  rooms 
to  the  public  one  afternoon  each  week.  Later,  rooms  were  rented  in  the 
business  part  of  the  city.  Not  being  an  endowed  institution  the  associa- 
tion has  depended  entirely  upon  the  pergonal  exertions  of  a  few  devoted 
women,  who  from  the  beginning  of  its  existence  labored  to  advance  its 
interests,  and  promote  its  aims.  Its  income  is  from  dues,  fines,  money 
received  from  entertainments,  and  interest  on  moneys  invested;  also,  annual 
gifts.  Id  the  early  history  of  the  association  Gov.  Bagley  sent  an  annual 
gift.  Later,  Mrs.  Julia  F.  Shaets,  of  Owosso;  has  given  a  stated  suip  annually. 
Gifts  of  money  have  been  received  from  other  citizens  at  various  times. 
Gov.  Bagley,  Mr.  E.  0.  Dewey,  Mesdames  Church,  Todd,  Osbom,  Shaets 
and  Gould  have  each  given  a  large  number  of  volumes  to  the  association. 
In  1870  the  library  was  grtmted  a  charter  under  the  laws  of  the  State.  At 
the  end  of  thirty  years  a  new  charter  was  granted.  In  1876  Mr.  O.  L. 
Williams  presented  the  association  with  a  fine  building  lot.  This  lot  was 
later  sold.  The  library  comprises  a  great  variety  of  books,  fiction  pre- 
dominating. The  general  literature  has  been  selected  with  care  and  embraces 
a  wide  range  of  authors  and  subjects.  During  the  forty  yeare  of  the  life 
of  this  association  many  valuable  coworkers  have  been  taicen  from  us  by 
death.  Among  those  who  were  most  prominent  for  their  services  in,  and 
devotion  to  the  library  interests  were  Mesdames  C.  H.  Hathaway,  R.  L. 
Stewart,  E.  Gould,  Rebecca  Williams,  Ella  Osbom,  V.  Graham,  A.  J,  Church, 
and  E.  A.  Todd.  These  ladies  were  unsurpassed  in  the  spirit  of  helpfulness 
and  zeal  in  the  work  of  the  association,  and  the  places  they  have  left  vacant 
cannot  be  easily  filled, 

S.tGiNAw  E.  S.  Public  Library, 

The  East  Saginaw  Public  Library  was  established  in  1862,  with  C.  K. 
Robinson  as  the  first  librarian.  In  1875  the  Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion and  the  Young  Ladies'  Library  Association  were  consolidated  with 
the  public  librar>".  The  books  of  the  combined  libraries  were  then  given 
to  the  board  of  education  on  condition  that  the  library  should  always  be 
free  to  the  public.  When  the  east  and  the  west  aides  were  consolidated 
the  name  of  the  library  was  changed  to  Saginaw  East  Side  Public  Library. 
The  school  system  was  not  consolidated;  therefore,  only  residents  of  the 
east  side  may  draw  books  from  this  library,' 

Saginaw  Hott  Pcbuc  Library. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  of  New  York,  was  much  interested  in  the  founding  and 
development  of  East  Saginaw.  When  he  died  in  1882,  he  left  a  legacy  of 
$100,000  for  a  iibrarj' — fifty  thousand  being  intended  for  "a  suitable  and 
substantial  building,"  and  fifty  thousand  for  books — stipulating  that  the 
library  should  be  organized  for  the  "lasting  benefit  of  the  people."  In  ac- 
cordance with  his  wishes  it  was  made  a  free  public  library  for  study  where 
everybody  should  be  welcome.  It  was  opened  in  January,  1891,  with  18,000 
standard  volumes.  The  first  year  19,000  volumes  were  given  out  to  stu- 
dents; and  last  year,  more  than  56,000,  showing  that  since  opening  the  use 
of  the  library  has  trebled.  The  Hoyt  family,  of  New  York,  has  generously 
added  S45,000  to  the  original  fund. 
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Schoolcraft  Ladies'  Library  Association. 

Schoolcraft  Ladies'  Library  Association  was  organized  in  1879,  and  has 
always  had  a  literary  club  in  connection  with  the  library;  in  fact,  a  great 
number  of  the  books  have  been  purchased  as  they  needed  them  in  their 
literary  work,  A  building  was  erected  in  1896.  The  entire  aum  was  raised 
by  subscription,  the  members  and  their  friends  donating  liberally.  A 
great  many  of  the  donors  were  former  residents  of  the  place.  The  late 
James  H.  Bates,  of  Brooklyn,  >.'.  Y.,  Dr.  Edward  M.  Brown,  of  Cincinnati 
University,  and  many  otheis.  Mr.  Bates  has  also  given  us  many  valuable 
books  and  pictures. 

Sturgis  Cffy  Library. 

Sturgis  City  Library — The  library  was  first  organized  as  a  private  library 
in  1871.  In  1873  it  was  donated  to  the  city  and  reorganized  as,  a  free  public 
library  for  city  and  township.  In  1885  the  city  bought  out  the  townsljip 
and  it  has  been  owned  and  controlled  by  the  city  since  that  time.  Town- 
ship residents  pay  one  dollar  per  year  for  drawing  books.  The  building  is 
rented.  Three  of  the  members  of  the  city  council  are  appointed  as  a  library 
board. 

Three  Rivers  Public  Library. 

Three  Rivers  Pubhc  Library  was  established  through  the  efforts  of 
interested  citizens  and  has  been  enthusiastically  supported  since  its  humble 
beginning  in  the  Kelsey  block,  where,  i  in  1887,  a  few  hundred  township 
library  books  were  collected.  The  librarj'  outgrew  these  rooms  and  was 
moved  to  the  second  story  of  the  State  Savings  Bank  building,  where  it 
remained  until  1905,  at  which  time  it  was  moved  to  its  present  home  on 
Main  stretet  in  a  beautiful  stone  structure,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie, 
built  on  a  centrally  located  lot,  also  a  gift  by  Hon.  W.  Willits.  The  growth 
of  the  library  and  of  library  enthusiasm  among  the  taxpayers  is  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  Hon.  E.  B.  Linsley.  president  of  the  board  of  directors 
since  the  beginningj  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  E.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Huss,  who 
have  been  untiring  in  their  zeal  and  helpfulness.  The  gift  of  (12,500  from 
Mr.  Carnegie,  which  required  ten  per  cent  of  the  gift  to  be  raised  annually 
for  maintenance,  was  no  hardship,  for  more  than  that  amount  was  being 
received  by  taxation.  The  HbVary  hours  are  from  1  p.  m,  to  9  p.  m.  each 
week  day,  excepting  legal   holidays. 

Traverse  City  Public  Library. 

Traverse  City  Public  Library  originaity  was  controlled  by  the  town- 
ship, and  finally  was  changed  to  a  city  public  library.  As  it  grew,  the 
one  room  where  it  had  been  housed  became  too  small  and  it  was  moved 
across  the  street  where  quarters  large  enough  to  accommodate  a  read- 
ing room  was  secured.  In  1904  it  was  again  moved  into  a  twenty 
thousand  dollar  Carnegie  building  on  Sixth  street.  Mr.  L.  F.  Titus  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  building,  and  the  late  Hon,  Perry  Hannah 
donated  the  site.  In  January,  1906,  a  library  institute  was  held  in  Traverse 
City.  Although  it  was  not  very  largely  attended  it  was  of  the  greatest 
help  and  benefit  to  those  who  were  present.  As  a  direct  result  of  this  meeting 
the  librarian  was  given  a  four  months'  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  Cleveland 
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for  work  and  study  there.  The  first  of  October,  1906,  a  branch  library 
was  started  in  the  Oak  Park  school  with  Miss  Delia  GiUett  in  charge.  The 
branch  is  open  every  day  from  two  to  eight  and  the  main  library  is-  open 
twelve  hours,  from  nine  to  nine.  Story  hour  work  for  the  children  was  started 
laat  fall  and  carried  through  the  school  year.  It  was  verj'  successful  and 
will  be  continued  when  school  opens  in  September. 
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LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  STATE  FEDERATION  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 
REPORT  OF  CHAIRSWN. 

Books  are  one  of  the  great  factors  in  modem  civilization.  Sir  John 
Herschel  called  books  "The  best  society  in  every  period  of  history."  It 
is  largely  through  modem  libraries  that  books  are  circulated,  and  good 
reading  furnished  the  people.  Appreciating  the  educational  value  and  the 
helpfulness  of  good  books,  men  of  wealth  have  made  large  appropriations 
from  their  fortunes  to  found  libraries.  Michigan  is  fortunate  in  having 
her  share  of  such  philanthropists  who  have  built  and  endowed  libraries, 
for  the  use  of  all  clasate  of  our  people. 

Nothing  should  appeal  more  strongly  to  members  of  literary  clubs,  than 
the  spread  of  good  reading,  and  for  this  cause  our  State  Federation  has  it« 
library  extension  committee  of  twelve  members,  one  for  each  congressional 
district  in  the  State.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee,  with  the  aid  and 
cooperation  of  the  women's  clubs,  to  extend  and  increase  the  facilities  and 
usefulness  of  all  libraries,  but  especially  of  the  free  public  libraries. 

Michigan  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  states  in  her  state  library,  in  ita 
management,  as  well  as  in  its  splendid  equipment,  and  our  club  workers 
are  freely  and  ably  assisted  from  this  fountain  head. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  our  work  suffered  great  loss  in  the  long  illness 
and  death  of  our  beloved  Mrs.  Andrews,  chairman  of  the  library  extension 
committee,  whose  work  and  worth  we  had  learned  to  prize,  but  though 
the  workers  fall  the  work  must  go  on. 

During  the  year  letters  and  circulars  were  sent  to  the  clubs  with  instruc- 
tions and  suggestions  for  looking  carefully  after  library  interests  in  the 
different  localities.  The  members  of  your  committee  have  \isited  libraries, 
interviewed  librarians,  school  officers  and  school  commissioners.  They 
have  spoken  befo're  county  institutes  wherever  possible  and  advised  with 
country  teachers  as  to  library  possibilities  in  needy  districts.  Some  of 
the  visible  results  of  this  work  are  found  in  the  reports  of  the  individual 
members  of  your  committee. 

In  the  third  district,  where  there  are  thirty  clubs,  fifteen  of  them  appointed 
active  library  committees  to  send  in  reports  of  their  work.  In  both  Hillsdale 
and  Eaton  counties  library  interests  were  discussed  before  the  county  in- 
stitutes and  much  enthusiasm  aroused.  The  member  of  the  Sixth  District 
reports  much  interest  among  the  club  women,  and  makes  special  mention 
of  the  work  of  the  Federated  Clubs  of  Lansing.  These  clubs  established 
and  maintained  three  branch  libraries  through  the  year.  The  Flint  public 
hbrary  takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  work  and  has  provided  many 
books  on  mechanical  subjects  and  trades  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  rapidly 
growing  manufacturing  interests  of  the  city.  The  club  women  of  Howell 
have  shown  their  practical  interest  in  the  work  by  presenting  a  fountain 
to  adom  the  square,  on  which  is  located  the  new  Carnegie  library  building. 
Some  good  results  from  faithful  effort  are  reported  from  the  Fifth  District. 

The  desert  places  in  library  privileges  in  our  State  are  in  remote  county 
districts,  and  in  the  frontier  counties.  Some  of  these  seem  indeed  barren 
soil,  but  they  are  not  hopeless.  Our  government  does  not  dispair  of  trans- 
forming the  sage  brush  deserts  into  fertile  farms,  and  goes  about  the  work 
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of  irrigation  with  earnestness  and  vast  expenditures  of  money  and  is  re- 
warded by  fields  of  waving  grain  and  orchards  bending  with  fruit.  Patient, 
courageous  effort  will  convert  our  wastes  of  ignorance  info  centers  of  in- 
telligence. Even  now  we  have  a  cheering  report  from  the  Tenth  District. 
Each  of  the  fifteen  counties  of  this  large  territory  has  been  covered 
and  library  conditions  reported.  Not  all  of  the  efforts  of  your  committee 
have  met  encouragement,  but  when  we  have  checked  off  the  encouraging 
and  discouraging  phases  of  our  work,  the  balance  is  largely  in  favor  of  the 
former,  and  we  recommend  a  general  advance  along  the  lines  of  library 
work.  To  this  end  your  committee  must  have  the  practical  cooperation 
of  all  the  clubs  and  we  suggest  that  early  in  the  year  every  club  appoint 
an  active  library  committee  and  that  on  the  club  calendar  an  hour  or  an 
occasional  afternoon  be  devoted  to  all  that  concerns  library  interests,  in- 
cluding reports  from  the   library  committee. 

One  of  the  vital  questions  before  us  as  a  Federation  is  the  advancement 
of  the  library  extension  work.  Every  club  women  ^ho  cares  for  the  future 
of  her  state  should  do  her  part  to  make  this  work  the  success  its  merits 
demand. 

Anna  A.  Palmkr. 

Report  op  Second  District. 

I  see  no  better  way  of  sending  in  my  report  than  to  forward  such  letters 
as  I  have  received  from  the  secretaries  of  several  clubs  in  my  district.  They 
will  express  to  you,  better  than  I  can  do  otherwise,  the  general  attitude  of 
club  women  toward  the  library  work,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
it.  The  ignorance  and  indifference  displayed  can  not  be  laid  at  my  door, 
for  I  have  sent  them  all  the  explanatory  literature,  and  written  each  in- 
dividual club  concerning  the  work,  but  I  cannot  beat  into  their  heads  just 
what  the  State  Traveling  Library  is  for.  They  all  seem  to  think  if  there 
is  a  good  public  library  in  their  own  town,  that  their  responsibility  ceases 
just  there,  and  more  of  them  seem  to  be  believers  in  "Foreign  Missions," 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  library  work.  Only  about  one  third  of  the  clubs  on 
ray  list  have  sent  any  reply  whatever  to  my  last  communication,  although 
I  asked  for  an  immediate  answer. 

The  Adrian  Woman's  club  has  done  no  work,  so  far  as  I  can  find  out, 
and  as  they  are  quite  conservative,  it  is  hard  to  stir  them  up  to  undertake 
anything  new. 

The  only  positive  information  gained,  comes,  as  you  will  see,  through 
the  Lenawee  County  Federation  Committee,  and  they  are  at  a  loss  how  to 
go  any  further,  because  of  lack  of  funds. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  cannot  send  a  better  report,  but  this  is  the 
extent  of  my  information.  You  will  doubtless  see  now  why  I  think  I  ought 
to  drop  the  work  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Mary  S.  Milleb, 
Second  District. 

Report  of-Third  District. 

It  undoubtedly  seems  to  some  as  though  the  work  of  interesting  the  public 

in  extending  the  usefulness  of  good  libraries,  was  progressing  very  slowly. 

But  I  believe  that  "constant  dropping  weais  the  stone"  and  the  efforts  of 

even  our  small  committee  are  having  a  helpful  effect. 
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During  the  past  year  a  number  of  districts  in  Eaton  county  have  added 
to  their  libraries,  good,  new  voiumes-  A  new  commiasioner,  Miss  Cynthia 
Green,  was  elected.  She  is  a  woman  of  broad  culture  and  active  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  young.  She  promises  hearty  cooperation  and  will 
keep  a  close  eye  upon  the  expenditure  of  library  money. 

In  Hillsdale  county  the  clubs  report  that  a  new  commissioner  has  en- 
couraged them  to  believe  that  he  will  help  materially.  He  plans  to  have 
an  exhibit  at  the  county  fair  and  try  to  get  a  number  of  traveling  libraries 
located.     The  matter  was  brought  before  the  county  institute  in  both  counties. 

Several  teachers  have  consulted  me  upon  proper  books  to  select.  Out  of 
thirty  clubs  nearly  one  half  have  appointed  local  committees  and  reported 
to  me.  One  rural  club  has  a  member  in  each  four  districts,  and  promises 
to  secure  a  traveling  library. 

The  Kalamazoo  County  Federation  hope  to  push  this  work  through  the 
district  schools  the  coming  year. 

Schoolcraft  L.  L.  A.  reports  SSI  expended  for  good  books  by  the  district. 
And  that  the  money  is  not  diverted  from  proper  channel.  The  club  had 
an  entertainment  and  gained  proceeds  for  placing  the  card  system  of  catalog- 
ing in  the  library. 

At  a  meeting  of  Eaton  County  Federation  of  seventeen  clubs,  a  quantity 
of  literature  was  distributed,  the  different  ladies  seeming  eager  to  get  it. 
I  would  like  to  have  literature  at  each  county  federation  the  coming  year, 
as  well  as  some  for  teachers'  associations.  With  so  many  fields  of  work 
before  the  club  women  a  general  advance  all  along  the  line  should  encourage 
them  to  further  effort. 

Respectfully, 

GERTHUnE  B,  Prindle. 

Report  of  Fifth  District. 
Have  sent  circular  letters  to  all  the  federated  clubs  and  to  two  school 
districts.  Sent  six  packages  of  literature  out  of  town,  three  to  home  factories. 
Factory  employes  do  not  seem  to  have  a  taste  for  study  and  reading.  I 
visited  one  county  convention — had  the  promise  of  time  to  present  library 
extension  work,  but  the  commissioner  forgot  to  call  for  me.  My  club  voted 
to  have  a  library  but  was  too  late  in  selecting  subjects  to  get  a  library. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Emma  Kendrick, 
Fifth  District  Committee. 

Report  of  Sixth  District. 

The  work  for  the  sixth  congressional  district  has  been  steadily  growing 
and  we  find  by  our  reports  from  the  various  clubs  that  much  good  work 
has  been  done  this  year. 

The  Lansing  Federated  Clubs  (six  in  number)  report  that  they  have  an 
excellent  library  commissioner  who  visits  the  libraries  and  knows  they 
are  in  fine  condition  and  the  books  above  reproach. 

Three  branch  hbraries  have  been  established  during  the  year  and  are 
maintained  by  the  clubs.  Some  of  the  ladies  read  a  story  every  Friday 
p.  m.  during  vacation  and  Saturday  p.  m.  during  school  year.  The  children 
gather,  eager  to  hear  them.  The  Clubs  are  planning  to  place  branch  libraries 
in  their  ward  schools,  thirteen  in  all. 

Pontiac  has  no  library  commissioner  and  has  done  nothing  toward  library 
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extension.     They  have  a  ladies'  library  containing  4,000  books.   High  school 
library  is  in  fine  condition.     The  clubs  use  the  State  Library, 

Birmingham  has  established  a  free  public  library  and  the  ladies  library 
turned  over  their  books  2,000  volumes  and  lot  and  building  worth  15,000. 
Librarian,  Miss  Daisy  Durker.  It  is  maintained  by  subscription  instead 
of  tax. 

Rochester  has  a  Ladies'  Library  and  also  uses  the  Detroit  Library. 

Flint  has  a  fine  new  Carnegie  Library.  The  Flint  Public  Library  takes 
an  active  interest  in  club  and  school  work  of  the  city.  On  account  of  the 
many  manufacturing  interests,  the  library  has  provided  books  on  mechanical 
subjects  and  trades.  There  are  10,272  books,  and  $1,000  spent  each  year 
to  boy  new  books,  magazines  and  newspapers.  The  library  is  maintained 
by  taxation.  Special  lists  are  made  for  teachers  and  club  women  to  use 
in  their  work.     The  research  club  has  no  library  commissioner. 

Howell  has  a  fine  new  Carnegie  Library  containing  3,U4  books,  besides 
magazines  and  newspapers.  It  was  opened  to  the  public  November  20, 1906. 
The  first  five  days  ending  Saturday,  193  books  were  drawn  out.  Seven 
hundred  and  sixteen  new  books  have  been  added  since  the  opening.  The 
building  site  contains  a  square  block  and  is  beautifully  laid  out.  The  lot 
and  building  is  valued  at  125,000.  The  books  about  12,000.  The  club 
women  presented  a  fountain  for  the  square. 

The  school  library  contains  1,200  volumes  and  100  books  have  been  added 
during  the  year.  Howell  womans  club  use  State  Library  prepared  especially 
for  clubs. 

I  have  15  clubs  in  my  dbtrict. 

Very  respectfully, 

Augusta  D.  Barnes. 

Report  of  Seventh  District. 

Dear  Madam — Could  your  letter  of  July  31st,  from  Portland,  have  reached 
me,  it  would  have  found  me  in  the  wilt^  of  Canada  (on  the  Saguenay)  but 
it  was  forwarded  two  or  three  times  and  when  I  returned  the  last  of  August 
I  found  it  at  my  home.  There  was  then  absolutely  nothing  for  me  to  report. 
Previous  years  I  have  tried  all  sorts  of  scbemes,  advertising  in  country  news- 
papers, in  Detroit  papers,  personal  appeals  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  county 
commissioners  reports  as  librarians  of  county  school  libraries,  etc.,  etc., 
but  the  results  were  so  meager  that  I  was  discouraged  and  asked  the  chair- 
man last  year  to  relieve  me,  but  she  did  not  and  I  have  been  very  much 
occupied  during  the  year  by  illness  in  the  family  and  have  done  nothing 
but  send   out  circulars. 

Hoping  my  fellow  workers  have  done  better. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Elsie  H.  Platt. 

Report  op  Eighth  District. 

During  the  past  year  Ubrary  interests  in  the  eighth  district  have  been 
more  carefully  looked  after  than  in  any  previous  year. 

The  county  commissioners  have  shown  a  desire  to  have  good  reading 
placed  within  reach  of  the  country  people  and  have  aroused  more  interest 
in  the  library  question  in  rural  districts.  In  some  places  more  modern 
and  readable  books  have  replaced  the  unattractive  books  of  the  old  town- 
ship libraries.     The  question  of   lodging  the  few  books  that  comprise  some 
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of  the  district  libraries  is  an  important  one.  The  citiee  and  towns  of  the 
district  are  well  supplied  with  accessible  and  worthy  libraries.  Next  year 
every  district,  village  and  town  in  the  district  will  be  thoroughly  investigated 
by  the  club  women  as  to  reading  opportunities  and  libraries. 

Anka  a.  Palmer, 
Eighth  Congressional  District, 

Report  of  Tenth  District. 

My  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  confined  to  writing  letters  to  the 
federated  clubs  and  to  the  school  commissioners,  together  with  sending  out  all 
printed  matter. 

I  am  gratified  to  report  that  I  have  received  more  replies  to  my  letters 
than  in  preceeding  years  and  that  there  are  many  evidences  of  an  awakened 
interest  in  library  matters.     I  have  had  requests  for  two  traveling  libraries. 

Emmet  county  takes  the  lead  in  township  libraries  as  our  school  com- 
missioner reports  that  every  township  is  supplied  with  one. 

Harbor  Springs  is  building  a  new  brick  building  for  library  purposes. 

There  is  general  rejoicing  in  Petoskey  among  those  who  have  worked  so 
zealously  for  a  Carnegie  library.  Matters  were  in  a  very  critical  condition 
when  Mrs.  W,  W.  Johnson,  of  this  city  most  generously  came  to  the  rescue 
and  gave  the  city  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  in  memory 
of  her  husband.  The  Methodist  church  of  our  city  gave  $1,000  for  the 
purchase  of  books  besides  several  small  gifts. 

There  are  no  federated  clubs  in  Petoskey,  except  the  Art  Study  club. 
but  all  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  appoint  a  library  committee  and  as 
none  of  the  clubs  feel  that  they  can  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  our  State 
Librarian  to  take  an  hour  each  month  for  discussing  literary  matters,  I 
have  asked  the  library  committee  to  meet  once  a  month  and  plan  for  a 
library  campaign  in  Emmet  county  and  that  each  chairman  should  report 
our  plans  and  work  at  their  several  clubs. 

I  am  hoping  that  the  remaining  clubs  in  this  district  will  take  hold  of  this 
work  and  that  something  will  be  accomplished  in  this  district.  We  owe 
it  to  ourselves,  our  State,  and  to  our  State  Librarian  who  for  so  many  years 
has  given  her  time  and  strength  to  this  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Fallass, 
Library  Commissioner  for  Tenth  District. 

Report  op  Eleventh  District. 
In  my  district  there  are  seventeen  federated  clubs,  but  it  seems  verj* 
hard  to  get  many  interested  in  the  library  work.  I  tldnk  we  may  be  able 
to  thb  year  as  we  are  taking  a  different  course  in  a  way.  The  library  con- 
ditions are  very  good  in  my  home  city  (Traverse  City).  We  have  a  Carnegie 
library  in  which  our  city  library  is  kept,  a  Ladies'  Library  Association  with 
a  fine  library  and  126  members,  and  fine  school  libraries  in  our  school  build- 
ings. I  have  placed  four  traveling  libraries  in  ray  district  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  double  the  number  the  coming  year. 

Mrs.  O.  p.  Carver. 
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Report  of  Twelfth  District, 

It  has  been  my  aim  as  far  as  possible  to  meet  the  teachers  in  the  rural 
districts,  aUo  the  smaller  towns,  as  I  feel  that  if  they  will,  they  can  help 
to  further  the  work — besides  it  is  in  the  little  towns  and  country  where 
books  are  needed.  I  met  with  our  County  Institute  in  the  early  spring^ — 
getting  the  name  of  every  teacher  and  director  in  the  county — explained 
the  method  and  purpose  as  well  as  possible ;  sent  a  circular  and  other  material 
to  the  directors,  later  by  mail,  and  hope  that  the  har%'est  may  be  good. 
Have  made  an  effort  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  federated  clubs  in  my  district, 
but  find  it  a  one  sided  correspondence  mostly.  Hancock  reports  fine  libraries, 
not  only  the  library  money,  but  much  more  being  expended  for  good 
books.     No  library  section  in  cltib. 

Menominee  also  has  a  fine  library  given  by  one  of  her  public  spirited  men 
at  a  cost  of  160,000.  Township  and  school  libraries  they  report  in  a  thriving 
condition;  have  a  library  extension  section  but  have  done  no  work  along 
that  line.  Generally  speaking,  throughout  the  district,  the  library  money 
is  slowly  dropping  into  the  ri^t  till. 

I  am  not  able  to  report  on  the  other  clubs  in  my  district,  not  hearing 
from  them  this  year.  I  wish  that  we  might  have  a  meeting  of  every  library- 
section  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  and  see  what  could  be  done  to  increase  in- 
terest. 

Lucia  D.  Strachan. 
!    Sault  Ste.  Marie,  October  8,  1907. 
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ADDRESS    ON    LIBRARIES. 

Br  HoM.  Mblvil  Dewey,  Before  the  General  Session  of  M.  S.  T.  A., 

October  25,  1907, 

Among  all  the  states  Michigan  stands  as  the  one  which  had  the  first  free 
university.  Your  State  likes  to  have  people  come  to  Michigan  and  ride 
through  the  State  and  look  out  of  the  car  windows  and  see  the  beautiful 
farms,  visit  the  schools  and  colleges.  Michigan  was  the  first  state  to  put 
money  liberally  into  a  free  university.  You  remember  that  during  the 
Franco- Pruasian  war  the  awful  defeat  France  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the 
Germans  was  not  because  of  the  German  needle  gun,  not  because  of  the 
German  soldier,  but  because  of  the  German  universities,  which  made  the 
schools  of  Germany  so  strong,  and  that  a  great  leader  in  France  said  after 
the  war,  "If  we  ever  go  to  war  with  Germany  again  we  won't  make  the 
mistake  of  not  ha\ing  spent  liberally,  lavishly  for  higher  education."  It 
is  the  key  you  seek  after  and  there  is  enough  for  all.  It  is  the  old  story 
of  the  measles  and  the  district  school — there  was  enough  to  go  around.' 

I  am  npt  coming  to  you  to  say  you  must  drop  your  work  and  take  up 
library  work.  It  is  a  very  different  problem.  We  decide  to  manufacture 
something,  it  may  be  car  wheels  or  automobiles  or  something  else,  and  the 
question  arises  as  to  the  kind  of  power  to  use,  whether  it  shall  be  water 
power,  steam  power  or  electricity.  Whatever  the  specialist  has  to  do,  he 
can  utilize  the  strongest  engine,  the  library,  for  the  printed  book  is  the 
longest  lever  human  hands  learn  to  ply.  Think  what  it  means  to  have  the 
book  which  is  so  familiar  to  us.  A  young  boy  sees  his  father  go  to  the  tele- 
phone and  call  up  someone  far  away  and  talk  with  him  and  the  boy  gives 
no  thought  to  it.  But  this  book  made  of  paper  and  covered  with  con- 
ventional marks  and  figures  is  more  wonderful  than  wireless  telegraphy, 
the  telephone,  telegraph  or  any  other  invention  of  modern  times.  You 
put  on  these  magic  glasses  and  another  world  lies  before  you;  read  the  lives 
of  men  dead  thousands  of  years,  and  as  you  read  of  these  heroes  you  thrill 
to  the  finger  tips  to  go  out  and  risk  your  life  for  a  good  cause,  simply  because 
this  piece  of  vegetable  fibre  is  before  your  eyes  covered  with  marks  and 
figures.  Nothing  in  modem  science  has  been  such  a  powerful  engine  as  the 
printed  book,  and  whatever  one  does  he  must  learn  to  use  that  great  force. 
What  are  you  trying  to  do?  What  brought  you  here?  Why  are  you  teach- 
ing school?  It  is  certainly  not  because  of  the  large  compensation;  it  is 
because  you  see  an  opportunity  for  usefulness;  you  purpose  to  serve  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  to  accomplish  the  most  possible. 

I  picked  up  by  chance  the  exact  quotation  of  Pres.  Eliot's  criticism  on 
public  schools.  You  know  that  Mr.  Eliot  is  a  believer  in,  and  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of,  our  schools;  but  he  recognizes  that  "in  spite  of  all  that  has  been 
done,  there  are  four  great  difficulties  we  must  face;  that  the  common  school 
system  does  not  deal  intelligently  with  the  awful  problem  of  drunkenness, 
nor  of  gambling,  nor  the  vice  of  the  people,  and  the  prevention  of  crime; 
that  the  reading  matter  which  the  American  people  demand  is  the  ground 
for  much  discouragement.     The  people  .seem  to  demand  vast  quantities- 
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of  daily  reading  which  ia  trifling  ami  immoral:  the  purchase  of  thousands 
of  tons  of  this  reading  goes  to  show  that  good  results  from  popular  education 
have  not  been  attained.  This  is  the  worst  tlisappoiiitmeut  of  the  common 
school  education.  This  is  a  simple  recognition  of  its  power  and  importance. 
Now,  some  of  you  know  that  this  eountrj-  is  being  flooded  witTi  a  class  of 
so-called  yellow  journalism  which  is  a  most  serious  menace  to  the  work  of 
the  public  schools  and  libraries  and  is  a  most  serious  problem  to  deal  with.  I 
am  not  here  to  cry  against  the  newspaper.  I  believe  profountUy  in  the  great 
daily,  which  circulates  a  million  copies  among  the  homes  of  the  nation  today, 
and  which  is  exerting  an  influence  greater  than  our  universities.  I  have 
profound  respect  for  what  it  does,  and  a  great  respect  for  what  some  of 
the  journals  have  done ;  but  on  the  other  hand  we  have  a  flood  of  stuff  that 
is  worse  than  useless — pernicious — which  magnifies  trifles,  makes  light  of 
things  sacred,  and  would  rather  raise  a  laugh  than  to  tell  the  truth  or  to 
serve  a  good  cause;  this  powerful  engine  is  l«ing  used  solely  as  the  means 
of  making  nioney,  tor  advertising  and  bringing  in  the  largest  returns.  One 
of  the  greatest  engines  in  the  world  is  used  sometimes  by  reckless,  irresponsi- 
ble people,  who  ought  to  be  restrained.  We  regulate  the  machine  which 
dashes  through  our  streets  and  roads  with  70  horse  power;  and  yet,  these 
forces  are  as  nothing  compared  with  the  influence  of  the  great  journal. 
The  school,  at  the  best,  in  three  or  four  to  five  years  only  gives  the  tools 
with  which  to  get  an  education.  It  is  like  the  sculptor  without  the  marble 
— no  statue  can  be  made.  The  great  purpose  of  the  school  will  serve  to  turn 
out  boys  and  girls  who  have  learned  to  read.  I  believe  that  all  the  studies 
of  the  course,  and  the  time  put  on  them,  are  not  iialf  as  valuable  to  the 
community  as  to  send  out  boys  and  girls  with  a  taste  for  reading,  which 
will  stay  with  them  all  through  life.  I  think  this  Is  twice  as  important  as 
the  whole  curriculum  put  together." 

Now  a  word  more  with  regard  to  the  newspapers.  I  stood  in  a  railway 
station  not  long  ago  and  saw  the  tons  of  newspapers  ready  to  be  sent  all 
over  the  country,  and  I  thought  of  the  influence  these  papers  had  with  the 
people  who  will  read  the  Sunday  papers,  filled  with  material  enough  to 
fill  two  volumes  and  not  worth  printing.  Men  who  ought  to  be  unwilling 
to  lend  their  names  sell  articles  to  the  paper  because  they  are  paid  liberally 
for  it,  and  articles  are  printed  written  by  men  entirely  untrustworthy  and 
filled  with  illustrations  that  the  people  believe  represent  discoveries  in  science. 
We  have,  then,  this  great  engine  of  power  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are 
irresponsible.  The  relation  of  the  school  and  library  is  that  of  two  brothers 
who  must  work  side  by  side;  this  is  one  of  the  hardest  problems  to  solve 
to  offset  the  pernicious  reading  found  in  the  newspapers. 

When  I  say  Hbrarj-  I  do  not  mean  a  mere  collection  of  books,  but  I  mean 
magazines  and  periodicals,  and  not  only  books,  magazines  and  periodicals, 
but  pictures  and  music  and  specimens  from  science  and  art,  and  all  those 
agencies  that  make  for  education  outside  the  ordinary  teaching.  Education 
is  divided  into  two  classes:  the  eiementarj'  school,  the  high  school,  and  in 
that  group,  include  the  university.  There  is  another  group  of  which  the 
library  is  the  comer  stone:  the  museum  of  art,  history  and  science,  the  help 
given  by  study  clubs,  extension  teaching,  summer  schools,  correspondence 
courses  and  lecture  courses.  These  form  another  class  which  reaches  the 
home,  the  other  side  of  the  system  of  education  without  which  we  can  accom- 
plish no  satis factorj'  results.  Few  of  our  boys  and  girls  reach  the  college 
or  go  through  high  school ;  about  four  or  five  years  of  training  and  they  are 
through;  their   life's  education   they   get   through   what   they   read.     The 
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school  should  work  heartily  with  the  library  in  putting  the  student  in  a 
position  to  utilize  these  forces.  In  the  last  thirty  years  it  has  become 
recognized  that  the  library  is  as  essential  aa  the  school  in  the  education  of 
the  child.  It  is  no  longer  said  that  it  is  a  ffood  thing  to  have  a  system  of. 
good  roads,  it  is  not  only  a  good  thing  but  it  is  an  absolutely  necessan'  thing. 
The  library  movement  has  met  with  little  opposition;  liberal  appropriations 
have  been  made  by  the  State  and  the  nation,  and  magnificent  gifts  have 
come  from  private  individuals,  and  the  library  is  recognized  as  the  greatest 
lever  that  human  hands  can  utilize  in  getting  our  learning.  A  great  state 
nill  not  stop  at  producing  the  raw  material  when  the  finished  product  will 
bring  so  much  higher  price.  Take  the  laborer  of  today,  who  earns  $1.50 
you  can  get  them  by  the  thousand  to  saw  wood,  but  when  you  want  a  man 
for  the  head  of  a  great  institution,  which  pays  t«n,  twenty,  thirty  or  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  you  have  to  hunt  sometimes  for  years.  You  can  get  a 
horse  to  do  the  ordinary  everjday  work  for  $150,  $200  or  whatever  such  a 
horse  is  bringing  in  market;  a  horse  that  will  trot  a  mile  in  two  minutes, 
will  eat  no  more  oats  nor  occupy  more  pasture,  but  he  will  bring  fifty,  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  matter  of  education  would 
correspond  to  the  ore  you  put  into  the  furnace.  You  send  the  boy  to  the 
elementary  school  and  you  put  the  pig  iron  into  the  steel  furnace  to  make 
it  into  steel;  the  next  step  is  the  high  school  and  the  college,  the  steel  bars 
are  made  into  wheels  and  different  parts  of  machinery ;  finally  men  of  ex- 
perience put  these  parts  together  to  make  a  machine  to  do  certain  work, 
and  the  man  who  has  the  education  can  get  a  compensation  a  great  deal 
larger  than  the  ordinary  laborer,  who  gets  SI  .50  a  day.  The  child  of  poor 
parents  is  likely  to  accomplish  more  than  the  idol  of  society,  so  small  is 
thenumberwhocomefromthe  wealthy  families  of  the  country  that  we  depend 
upon  a  majority  of  our  leaders  coming  from  the  humblest  homes.  You 
men  and  women  of  Michigan,  teachers  and  librarians,  urge  this  home.  You 
do  not  know  but  that  in  that  unpromising  little  chap  are  qualities  which 
will  make  him  a  leader  in  this  State  or  nation.  It  is  our  duty  to  find  these 
leaders  and  to  develop  them  into  men  who  know  that  they  know.  The 
Arabs  have  a  proverb,  "Men  are  divided  into  four  classes,  two  that  know 
and  two  that  know  not.  He  that  knows  not  and  knows  not  that  he  knows 
not  is  stupid;  shun  him.  He  that  knows  not  and  knows  that  he  knows 
not,  is  ignorant,  teach  him.  He  that  knows  and  knows  not  that  he  knows, 
is  alseep,  wake  him;  and  he  that  knows  and  knows  that  he  knows,  he  is  nise, 
follow  him."  These  leaders  are  the  boys  and  girls  you  want  to  fuid  and 
develop,  for  in  all  time  few  lead  but  many  follow.  One  locomotive  can  draw 
a  great  train  of  cars,  and  it  is  destiny  that  mast  people  follow  a  leader.  Some 
are  sleeping  cars,  others  are  notiung  but  the  brakes,  but  still  it  pays  to  develop 
whatever  may  be  in  them.  We  have  these  boys  and  girls  as  valuable  assets 
of  the  State.  Men  who  can  marshal  men,  machines  and  material  and  do 
things  for  which  the  world  is  paid  command  high  salaries.  How  shall  we 
do  it?  The  problem  of  the  school  is  not  enough:  utilize  the  librarj-;  take 
your  children  to  the  librarj" ;  or,  first,  begin  with  the  teacher  in  the  normal 
school ;  teach  the  teacher  how  to  use  books  so  he  will  be  skillful  in  using  them ; 
teach  him  what  libraries  really  mean  so  he  will  be  competent  to  ser\'e  on 
committees;  and,  more  important,  he  will  learn  how  to  teach  the  child  to 
utilize  this  great  force  when  he  goes  to  the  library,  to  understand  various 
kinds  of  reference  books,  the  card  catalog  and  the  indexes,  so  they  can  find 
the  way  themselves  and  learn  to  utilize  the  books.  Really,  the  printed 
page  stands  as  our  civilization,  just  as  much  advanced  as  the  savage  over 
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the  cannibal,  and  the  father  tells  certain  things  to  his  rhjldren  and  the  children 
tell  things  to  their  children,  but  they  continue  to  dress  in  skins  and  live  in 
caves  just  one  step  beyond  the  brute;  but  the  man  who  printed  the  book, 
put  down  his  experience  as  the  wisdom  of  the  world;  that  man  stand  head 
and  shoulders  over  his  predecessor,  and,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  is  the 
source  from  which  sprang  the  manhood  of  today.  He  builds  a  bridge  and 
battleship;  the  ship  stancU  for  the  canoe  of  the  Indian,  and  the  old  log  repre^ 
seuts  Brooklyn  bridge  spanning  rivere.  He  today  walks  on  the  bridge 
instead  of  the  log  fallen  across  the  stream  simply  because  he  is  permitted 
to  stand  on  the  shoulders  of  his  predecessors,  and  this  progress  is  all  owing 
to  some  sheets  of  paper.  We  must  train  the  children  in  the  school  to  ap- 
preciate what  books  mean,  to  respect  them,  use  them  intelligently,  to  acquire 
a  taste  for  books  that  will  cause  them  to  reflect  and  mould  their  characters. 
A  thought  comes  tome,  audit  is  this:  Wemust  learn  to  reflect;  for  reflection 
begets  action,  and  action  begets  habit,  and  habit  begets  supreme  character. 
We  study  reflection;  what  makes  you  reflect?  Something  you  have  read  or 
what  some  man  or  woman  talked  with  you  about.  Therefore,  how  necessary 
it  is  to  have  good  reading,  for  reflection  begets  action,  and  action  begeu 
character.  If  you  would  admit  a  man  to  your  room  morning  and  night 
and  have  him  tell  his  story  his  way  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  would  have 
influenced  your  life  for  the  worse.  Just  so  with  the  newspaper.  We  have 
there  a  tremendous  engine.  My  plea  is  that  you  teachers  of  Michigan  shall 
keep  constantly  in  mind  how  much  the  library  and  reading  room  means  to 
your  pupils  and  teach  the  boy  to  have  a  taste  for  good  reading. 

The  library  contains  books,  magazines,  and  the  best  newspapers;  but  the 
library  of  the  immediate  future  is  going  to  circulate  music.  The  child  says 
"Tell  hie  a  story;  sing  me  a  song;  show  me  a  picture;  give  me  a  light."  In 
time  we  will  be  just  as  much  ashamed  not  to  know  the  world's  masterpieces 
of  music  as  not  to  know  the  masterpieces  of  literature.  We  shall  know  the 
"Fifth  symphony,"  or  the  "Prayer  from  Lohengrin,"  just  as  we  know 
Hamlet's  "Soliloquy,"  or  any  of  the  great  things  in  literature.  There  is 
no  reason  why  a  boy  or  girt  should  not  go  to  the  library  and  ask  for  a  roll  of 
music  as  they  should  ask  for  one  of  Shakespeare's  plays. 

The  library  and  the  school  must  work  together;  the  men  and  women  of 
Michigan  must  train  the  hoys  and  giris,  and  look  forward,  and  not  back;  up, 
and  not  down,  and  lend  a  hand. 

A  generation  ago  the  proposition  of  having  a  reference  library  or  annotated 
catalt^ues  was  looked  upon  askance,  and  the  children's  room,  and  the  picture 
work  in  schools,  and  all  those  things  were  never  dreamed  of;  but  these  are 
now  known  by  all  wide  awake  librarians  of  the  world. 

There  are  two  or  three  things  I  think  it  would  be  well  enough  for  librarians 
to  take  care  of, — one,  care  for  the  fanners;  they  need  and  can  do  the  most 
with  good  reading,  and  have  time  to  digest  what  they  read  better  than 
people  in  the  cities.  The  only  reason  the  farmers  have  not  had  more  reading 
is  the  difficulty  in  reaching  them;  but  this  condition  is  rapidly  changing 
through  the  traveling  libraries  and  the  public  libraries;  another  thing  is 
the  hopeful  signs  of  the  city  going  back  to  the  country.  The  people  under 
the  stress  and  strain  of  modem  life  are  looking  more  and  more  to  the  country 
and  are  buying  farms  and  building  homesteads  outside.  The  librarian 
should  recognise  this  movement  and  try  to  adjust  himself  to  it.  During 
the  long  winters  they  have  time  for  reading,  and  through  the  traveling 
library  and  the  telephone  means  for  education  and  culture  are  afforded. 
In  times  gone  by  when  we  had  business  in  Chicago  we  took  a  trip  down 
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there  and  were  gone  for  a  week.  Now,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  the  business 
man  calls  up  long  distance  and  does  the  business  in  three  or  five  minutes 
instead  of  thinking  it  over  as  he  went  back  and  forth.  A  man  goes  into  his 
office  and  gets  a  blow  as  from  a  trip  hammer,  and  it  kills.  It  is  so  now  with 
the  librarian,  there  is  so  much  to  be  done  that  after  a  few  years  the  delicate 
machinery  is  entirely  worn  out.  It  is  harder  for  the  hbrarian  than  the 
teacher,  for  the  teacher  has  the  long  vacations;  although  so  much  has  been 
done  in  library  work  in  the  past  thirty  years,  yet  men  and  women  have  gone 
down  under  the  strain. 

Libraries  and  schools  shoiild  work  together,  but  never  under  the  same 
adminbtration,  though  sometimes  good  work  can  be  done  that  way.  The 
school  should  be  under  the  board  of  ediication,  the  school  being  the  supreme 
thing.  The  library  should  be  under  the  charge  of  another  board.  The 
library  and  the  school  are  two  different  forces  and  they  cannot  work  under 
one  administration.  They  must  work  out  the  problems  together  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  they  are  a  little  nearer  their  ideals  about  which  they  have 
all  dreamed  and  for  which  all  have  hoped.  You  must  work  together;  and, 
when  the  right  moment  comes,  step  in  and  strike  hard,  else  the  waiting  will 
have  been  in  vain.  Be  patient  and  faithful,  but  when  the  right  time  comes 
strike  fiard  for  the  interests  of  the  library. 


THE   LIBRARY   AS   AN    EDrCATIONAL   FORCE. 
Paper  Read  Before  the  Countv  Commissioners'  Section  of  M-  S,  T.  A. 
BY  Mary  Eileen  Ahern,  Editor  of  Pdblic  Libraries,  Chicago.     ' 

For  the  past  few  years  it  has  been  very  evident  to  both  teachers  and 
librarians,  that  an  important  work  was  waiting  to  be  done  in  a  field  which 
neither  one,  working  alone,  couid  occupy.  A  great  number  of  pupils  were 
leaving  the  school-room  at  a  formative  period  in  their  lives,  without  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  which  make  for  higher  intelligence,  make  life 
broader,  more  hopeful,  which  would  lead  them  in  green  pastures  and  beside 
still  waters.  Librarians,  for  the  past  30  years,  have  been  working  out  a 
system  which  would  lead  away  from  the  old  notion  of  a  keeper  and  a  handler 
of  books.  The  best  minds,  the  most  sympathetic  hearts,  the  most  unselfish 
energies  have  been  directed  toward  the  selection  of  books,  their  arrangement 
and  annotation,  toward  making  books  the  best  of  their  kind  in  every  field 
of  knowledge,  daily  companions  of  every  child,  pointing  out  where  the  ripest, 
sweetest,  most  wholesome  material  couid  be  obtained  for  the  uplifting, 
comfort,  help  and  inspiration  of  all  who  would  come  within  their  cireie  of 
influence.  But  at  this  point,  librarians  feel  their  powers  are  too  limited 
to  satisfactorily  reach  the  very  ones  whom  they  had  in  their  minds  in  pursu- 
ing this  work — the  teachers  and  the  children.  With  the  innumerable  duties 
which  crowd  the  hours  of  the  average  school  teacher  who  has  charge  of  the 
average  boy  and  girl,  who  are  the  ones  for  whom  much  of  these  things  are 
provided,  there  remains  no  time  in  which  to  adequately  direct  the  outside 
culture  of  these  same  boys  and  girls.  But  in  the  new  order  of  things  the  old 
inanities,  from,  "I  see  a  cat"  up  to  "We  must  educate,  we  must  educate, 
or  short  will  be  our  race  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave"  are  giving  way  before 
the  natural,  inspiring,  interest-begetting  hterature  suited  to  the  age,  with 
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the  wholesome  milk  of  the  "Word"  contained  in  it.  It  is  the  recognized 
province  of  the  teacher  to  introduce  the  children  committed  to  her  care, 
to  these  things,  but  beyond  this  she  can  scarcely  go  alone,  since  treading 
on  the  heels  of  one  group  comes  another,  eager,  wide-awake,  ready  to  enter 
in  where  their  feet  have  not  yet  learned  to  go.  What  shall  be  done  with 
or  for  those  who  have  gone  far  enough  to  recognize  the  ]>osaibilities  which 
He  before  them  in  their  further  research?  Shall  they  l>e  left  to  their  own 
resources?  Shall  they  be  allowed  to  drift,  to  lose  that  heavenly  spark 
which  haa  already  lighted  up  the  meaning  of  life  for  them?  Right  here 
lies  the  field  which  is  to  be  occupied  by  joint  marshaling  of  the  forces  of  both 
schools  and  libraries.  The  true  librarian,  assisted  by  those  higher  resources 
which  he  in  bibliography,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  librarj'  science— the 
product  of  his  wise,  thoughtful,  sympathetic  co-workers — in  counsel  with 
the  teacher,  in  personal  contact  wit-h  thestudcnt.grasps  the  idea  of  education, 
takes  up  the  work  which  the  teacher  has  begun,  and  holding  fast  the  bond 
of  sympathy  in  the  product  of  lofty  thought  well  expres.sed,  already  formed 
in  the  mind  of  the  boy  and  girl,  leads  them  front  heights  to  heights  even 
unto  the  perfect  day.  But  to  bring  about  thi.s  ideal  condition  which  will 
be  mutually  helpful,  there  must  be  cooperation,  active,  earnest,  sincere, 
between  the  schools  and  libraries,  between  the  teacher  and  the  librarian. 
To  make  this  an  intelligent  cooperation  having  a  common  interest  and  a 
common  end,  there  must  l>e  a  l>etter  understanding  on  the  part  of  each 
concerning  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  work  of  the  other.  It  is  impassible 
that  the  work  of  the  teacher  shall  have  the  lasting  effect  that  it  should  have, 
unless  the  librarian  meet  the  teacher  half  way,  receiving  the  pupil  in  the  same 
spirit  of  helpfulness  that  ha,s  animated  the  work  of  the  conscientious  teacher. 
Therefore  the  wisdom  of  meetings  between  librarian  and  teacher  is  apparent. 
The  Dial,  February  1,  1906,  said  editorially  in  discussing  the  subject  of 
relation  of  libraries  and  schools: 

A  school  can  do  nothing  more  valuable  than  thus  to  accustom  its  students 
to  the  intelligent  handling  of  books.  The  watchword  of  the  last  generation 
was  an  appeal  to  get  away  from  hooks  and  into  direct  contact  with  things. 
This  was  justifiable  in  so  far  as  it  meant  the  getting  away  from  text-books, 
and  into  contact  ^^ith  the  real  materials  of  knowledge,  and  the  appeal  has 
been  fully  vindicated  in  the  case  of  the  scientific  subjects.  Sow  in  the  case 
of  history  and  literature,  it  must  be  remembered,  the  books  themselves 
are  the  things — not  the  student's  own  text-books,  which  may  here  be  as 
much  of  an  obstacle  or  a  nuisance  as  it  was  in  the  other  case,  but  the  books 
that  are  used  for  investigation,  for  comparison,  for  criticism,  and  for  the 
training  of  judgment  and  logical  faculty.  There  is  no  respect  in  which 
work  done  with  books  in  this  sense  may  not  prove  as  effective  for  the  ultimate 
purposes  of  education  as  work  <lone  with  the  microscope  and  the  balance. 
We  regard  this  as  an  understatement  of  the  truth,  ami  would  not  hesitate 
to  make  a  much  larger  claim. 

When  we  consider  how  much  the  education  that  i.s  continued  after  school- 
time  is  over  depends  upon  the  right  use  of  l>ooks,  we  can  hardly  l>e  too  em- 
phatic in  asserting  that  something  of  that  use  should  be  learned  in  the  school. 
Yet  almost  nothing  of  the  sort  really  is  learned.  The  average  student  in 
a  high  school  does  not  know  the  difference  between  a  tabic  of  contents  and 
an  index,  does  not  know  what  a  concordance  is,  does  not  know  how  to  find 
what  he  wants  in  an  encyclopaedia,  does  not  even  know  that  a  dictionary 
has  any  other  uses  besides  that  of  supplying  definition.-*.  Still  more  pitiful 
is   his   naive  assumption  that  a  hook  is  a  book,  and  that  what  hook  it  is 
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does  not  particularly  matter.  It  is  the  commonest  of  all  experiences  to 
hear  a  student  say  that  he  has  got  a  pven  statement  from  a  book,  and  to 
find  him  quite  incapable  of  naming  the  book.  That  the  source  of  his  in- 
formation, as  long  as  that  information  is  printed  somewhere,  should  be  of 
any  consequence,  is  quite  surprising  to  him,  and  still  more  the  suggestion 
that  it  is  also  his  duty  to  have  some  sort  of  an  opinion  concerning  the  value 
and  credibility  of  the  authority  he  thus  blindly  quotes.  If  the  school  librarj-, 
and  the  instruction  given  in  connection  with  it,  should  do  no  more  than 
impress  these  two  eleiuentan,'  principles,  upon  the  minds  of  the  whole  student 
body,  it  would  go  far  towards  accounting  for  iL«e!f  as  an  educational  means. 
That  it  may,  and  should,  do  much  more  than  this  is  a  proposition  of  which 
we  do  not  see  how  the  essential  reasonableness  may  be  gainsaid. 

If  the  library  is  the  successor  and  continuator  of  the  work  of  the  school, 
-  it  is  also  its  indispensable  helpmate,  and  in  it^  turn  should  ever  work  together, 
recognizing  reciprocal  responsibilities  and  reaping  reciprocal  advantages. 
For  what,  after  all,  is  the  utmost  we  can  hope  to  confer  on  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  come  under  school  influence  and  training,  and  who  in  a  fen- 
years,  a  very  few  years,  are  no  longer  scholars  but  breadwinners?  It  is  not 
that  we  are  able  to  impart  to  them  much  information  that  will  help  them 
in  their  lives,  or  endow  them  with  culture,  but  that  we  can  put  them  in  the 
way  of  acquiring  both  of  these;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  enabhng  them 
to  read.  And  by  reading  I  mean,  not  that  they  shall  be  able  to  pronounce 
words  and  decipher  printed  pages,  but  that  they  .shall  be  able  to  comprehend 
what  is  put  before' them  and  take  it  in  no  mechanical  way,  nor  immediately 
and  unquestioningty  as  they  necessarily  take  in  the  words  delivered  to  them 
from  the  lips  of  their  teachers,  but  with  a  certain  deliberation  and  reflection. 
This  is  to  read  intelligent  ly^l  he  only  true  and  proper  reading. 

The  public  school  teacher  seems  to  me  to  be  preeminently  qualified  by 
his  position  and  the  nature  of  his  work  to  assume  this  duty.  Every  school 
should  have  for  daily  u.se  of  its  pupils  a  collection  of  books  of  the  distinctly 
reference  order — encyclopaedias,  handbooks,  atlases,  gazetteers,  and  dic- 
tionaries of  various  kin<ls,  which  are  each  of  them  separate  libraries  in  them- 
selves, and  inexhaustible  sources  of  infonnation  to  those  who  know  how 
to  use  them  aright.  But  this  is  a  knowledge  that  is  acquired  only  by  in- 
struction and  experience,  and  for  that  reason  I  claim  a  place  for  it  in  the 
education  of  the  school.  It  is  given  to  no  one  to  know  everything  in  these 
days,  but  it  is  possible  to  put  it  into  the  power  of  any  one,  by  the  proper 
ase  of  such  works  as  1  have  mentioned,  to  obtain  quickly  and  unerringly 
all  desirable  information  on  well  nigh  everything  that  concerns  life's  interests. 
This  is  indeed  to  impart  a  good  practical  education,  and  it  is  one  that  can 
be  acquired  by  all  who  are  trained  in  the  art  of  using  rightly  all  such 
encyclopaedic  and  bibliographic  aids  to  knowledge  a^  I  have  just  indicated. 
In  this  respect  the  public  library  occupies  a  special  place  in  the  educational 
world,  exercising  an  influence  which  is  increasing  with  the  increase  of  the 
intellectual  demands  of  the  community.  How  great  and  rapid  is  that  increase 
is  now  a  matter  of  common  observation,  and  that  not  only  from  the  general 
rise  of  mental  culture,  but  also  and  quite  as  much  from  the  spread  of  scientific 
ideas  into  ever>-  sphere  of  industry  and  art.  By  reason  of  this  it  now  happens 
that  many  of  those  who  earn  their  daily  bread  in  pursuit  of  these  are  impelled 
more  and  more  to  follow  out  new  studies,  and  for  them,  or  at  least  for  the 
great  mass  of  them,  there  is  no  school  nor  any  university  except  such  as  is 
to  be  found  within  the  walls  of  the  public  Hbrarj-.  But  if  he  has  not  learned 
how  to  use  these  books,  a  great  handicap  hampers  him  'in  his  wwt.  ~  o "  ^ 
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No  one  has  ft  deeper  sense  timn  I  have  of  the  weakening  and  liewildering 
effecta  on  the  ordinarj-  human  brain  of  an  excessive  amount  of  indiscriminate 
reading.  But  it  is  because  of  this  ver\'  sense  that  I  am  prompted  to  ask  for 
help  from  thase  who,  by  position  and  training,  are  best  fitted  to  guide  the 
reading  of  the  multitude  around  them  into  right  channels  and  to  definite 
ends.  Reading,  save  purely  recreative  reading,  has  its  true  place  a.s  an 
adjunct  to  educational  work,  and  the  shaping  of  it  belongs  of  right  to  those 
who  have  the  guiding  of  that  work.  Education  we  look  at  it  here  in  a  three  . 
fold  view.  The  library  in  the  school  as  a  necessar>-  piece  of  its  equipment, 
its  place  in  the  normal  .school  and  the  pubhc  hbrary  for  all  in  school  and  out. 

First  as  to  the  school  library.  This  in  its  makeup  should  l)e  not  alone 
a  collection  of  books,  but  in  everj'  sense  a  selection  of  books.  Every  volume 
in  it  should  be  chosen  with  a  distinct  and  definite  puri>ose  in  view.  Two 
classes  of  use  will  be  provided  for — collateral  and  supplementary  reading. 
The  first  may  be  used  to  further  the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge;  the 
latter  to  cultivate  the  habit  of  reading,  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  that  literature 
which  will  enrich,  refine  and  beautify  life.  It  will  be  made  up  o£  what  may 
be  called  here,  books  of  knowledge  and  books  of  power.  There  shall  be 
in  this  library  text-books  the  best  of  their  kind,  well  written  by  those  who 
are  competent  to  speak,  well  illustrated  by  one  or  several  hands  whose  artistic 
skill  is  undisputed,  continually  revised  and  kept  abreast  of  the  advance  of 
knowledge,  reference  books,  books  of  facts,  handbooks,  dictionaries,  cyclo- 
paedias and  the  like.  The  school  librarj'  will  have  places  for  pictures,  for 
maps,  for  lantern  slides,  for  various  kinds  of  illustrative  material  with  well 
directed  references  where  in  other  libraries  or  museums  these  may  be  sup- 
plemented and  fallowed  up.  This  material  too,  will  need  to  be  selected, 
not  merely  collected.  As  the  various  subjects  are  presented  there  will  be 
different  versions  of  the  same  material,  ex|janded,  illuminated,  related. 
The  child  will  thus  be  taught  to  look  into  the  various  authorities  at  hand 
and  to  know  where  and  when  to  look  further,  to  think  and  to  weigh  for  himself. 
Given  an  incentive  to  read  seriously  and  with  a  purpose,  the  child  will, 
from  the  first,  learn  to  turn  to  books  as  a  delight,  and  not  as  a  task.  All 
thb  for  the  collateral  reading,  in  the  supplementarj-  reading  will  be  books  of 
travel,  of  biography,  of  discover}',  of  invention,  of  description  of  men  and 
places,  of  people  and  powers,  of  comparison  and  measure.  When  the  child 
is  familiar  with  all  theise,  he  will  read  between  the  lines  of  his  text  book  of 
a  hundred  interesting  things  of  which  the  author  has  not  written  one  word. 
And  to  teach  a  child  to  use  these  books  with  intelligence,  is  to  give  him  a 
power  that  will  remain  with  him  long  after  he  has  forgotten  all  the  processes 
of  cube  root  and  the  niles  of  the  fourth  declension. 

The  use  of  these  books  and  material  will  enrich  and  enlarge  the  school 
course  with  the  glow  of  romance  and  the  warm  touch  of  life.  The  choice 
and  use  of  books  by  children  up  to  14  years  of  age  when  the  faculties  of  reason 
and  analysis  are  suppo.'ied  to  begin  to  assert  themselves,  should  come  under 
the  province  of  the  school,  either  directly  or  in  coo|wration  with  the  special 
<iepartment  for  children  in  the  public  librarj-.  To  the  school  the  pupil 
should  be  accountable  for  what  he  reads  and  how  he  reads  it.  From  it  he 
should  get  the  adyice,  the  inspiration,  the  foundation  of  taste,  which  will 
make  him  a  wise  and  careful  reader  and  prepare  him  for  the  freedom  of  the 
public  library  under  right  conditions.  He  will  have  developed  a  knowledge 
of  the  simpler  tools,  indexes,  catalogs,  etc.,  and  will  have  absorbed  such 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  use  of  books  that  the  awakened  powers  of  analysis 
-will  find  ready  a  fund  of  book  knowiedge  that  will  feed  him  unUl  he  grows 
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self-sustaiTung.  He  will  know  where  to  find  the  books  he  needs  for  pleasure 
or  profit  and  will  become  acquainted  with  the  sources  of  book  distribution 
provided  in  the  community. 

Beyond  and  more  import^ant  than  the  assistance  which  reading  gives  to 
the  work  of  the  school,  is  the  formation  here  of  the  reading  habit.  If  the 
child  leaves  school  acquainted  with  a  number  of  good  books  and  a  love  for 
good  books,  he  has  a  precious  possession  worth  more  to  him  than  any  study 
in  the  curriculum,  something  that  will  not  only  help  him  in  his  daily  work 
but  will  throw  a  safe-guard  about  his  leisure.  The  province  of  the  school 
is  to  teach  a  variety  of  definite  things,  but  the  aim  and  end  is  the  development 
of  character,  it  has  been  urged  that  the  public  school  should  fit  ita  pupils 
to  earn  a  living.  This  demand  igi>ores  real  education.  The  aim  should  be 
character,  not  livelihood.  It  should  fit  its  pupils  to  live  a  life,  not  merely 
earn  a  living.  A  well  lived  life  always  earns  a  living.  The  school  should 
teach  handicraft  to  develop  the  intelligent  and  moral  use  of  the  hand,  teach 
science  to  place  the  truth  in  its  proper  relation,  teach  history  and  geography 
not  to  make  commercial  travelen^,  but,  all  these  things,  to  enable  the  pupil 
to  took  oul  over  the  whole  world  and  see  it  crowned  with  life  and  beauty. 

To  those  of  us  who  recall  the  furtive  reading  of  an  interesting  book  belund 
our  large  "gogerfy, "  the  following  view  of  a  prominent  school  superintendent 
is  interesting  as  an  indication  of  the  distance  we  have  come: 

"It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  enumerate  benefits  to  the  pupils  in  the  schools 
to  be  derived  from  more  intimate  relation  with  the  public  library,  yet  I 
am  sure  that  its  value  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  public.  Other- 
wise more  active  interest  would  be  manifested  and  larger  appropriations 
granted  for  this  work.  Even  the  school  teachers  I  fear  sometimes  allow 
the  multiplicity  of  details  of  school  work  to  obscure  these  broader  interests 
of  the  pupil's  thought  life.  In  the  complex  industrial  and  social  life  of 
today  the  demands  made  upon  the  school  have  become  excessive  and  often 
unreasonable  and  teachers  and  school  authorities  often  shrink  from  assuming 
new  responsibilities.  It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  to  assume  that  the 
introduction  of  abundant  reading  matter  for  the  general  culture  of  the 
pupil  would  prove  a  burden.  On  the  contrary  I  beheve  it  tones  up  the  general 
intelligence  and  intellectual  acumen  of  the  pupil  and  consequently  improves 
the  quality  of  his  work  in  the  set  subjects  of  the  curriculum.  It  is  a  maxim 
in  the  work  for  social  lietterment  that  'the  way  to  keep  a  boy  out  of  evil 
is  to  keep  evil  out  of  the  boy.'  If  his  leisure  hours  are  filled  with  reading 
good  books  instead  of  idleness  and  loafmg  on  the  street  comers,  if  his  mind 
is  occupied  with  thoughts  suggested  by  wholesome  literature,  he  is  better 
protected  from  evil  than  he  would  be  if  an  army  of  policemen  guarded  every 
street  and  alley.  Although  the  benefits  from  the  school  library  often  fail 
to  reveal  their  source  to  the  superficial  observer,  they  are  none  the  less 
genuine  and  important  and  they  have  a  function  which  the  school  as  at  present 
constituted  and  equipped  does  not  and  can  not  perform." 

Statistics  show  that  only  10  per  cent  of  those  who  enter  the  primary 
grades  of  the  public  school  ever  reach  the  high  school,  and  not  all  that  10 
per  cent  go  through,  and  shall  we  call  even  those  educated?  Where  are  the 
other  90  per  cent?  What  shall  be  done  for  them?  Not  all  leave  the  school 
voluntarily;  stem  necessity  often  makes  a  breadwinner  of  him  who  fain 
would  follow  paths  of  pleasantness  in  the  field  of  learning.  Lack  of  judgment 
on  the  part  of  the  student,  but  more  often  on  the  part  of  the  parent,  sends 
out  another  who  has  not  tasted  of  the  "Sweet  food  of  sweetly  uttered  know- 
ledge."    But  for  both  alike  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  days 
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that  will  follow,  when  like  the  wanderer  of  old,  they  will  come  to  them- 
selves and  learn  that  life  is  full  of  opportunities  for  those  who  are  ready  to 
meet  them,  when  they  realize  that  for  them  "books  are  the  most  steadfast 
friends."  Education  does  not  consist  of  a  store  of  accumulated  knowledge 
gained  in  a  few  years  coning  of  text  books.  It  is  a  process  that  continues 
through  life  and  through  every  phase  of  life.  While  there  may  be  room 
for  a  vain  regret  to  always  linger,  that  no  college  or  university  has  given 
one  the  right  to  claim  relationship  on  account  of  degrees  conferred  for 
accomplished  work,  still  every  day's  experience  proves  that  not  all  the  best 
minds  have  received  their  training,  not  all  the  results  attained  in  the  broad 
field  of  life's  battles  have  been  the  result  of  matriculation  in  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

It  is  not  the  contents  of  the  text-book  which  one  uses  in  school  that  serve 
the  purposes  of  life  in  the  real  business  of  living.  These  things  for  the  most 
part  serve  only  as  a  means  of  discipline  or  drill  by  which  the  power  of  the 
mind  is  developed.  Other  things  may  take  their  places,  and  very  often 
do.  But  when  a  taste  for  reading  has  been  awakened  by  one  appeal  or 
another,  to  the  curiosity,  to  a  taste,  to  a  desire  to  accumulate  knowledge, 
to  an  ambition  to  excel,  whatever  it  may  be,  the  turning  point  has  been 
reached  in  the  career  of  that  individual.  Life  never  again  means  to  him 
what  it  did  before.  If  at  this  time  books  easy  of  access  are  within  the  reach 
of  that  individual  his.  limitation  is  bounded  only  by  eternity  and  the  edge 
of  infinity.  The  whole  world  of  letters,  art,  science  and  rehgion  is  open 
to  his  touch. 

To  the  public  library  of  today  belongs  a  large  share  in  placing  before 
those  upon  whom  it  will  rest  to  take  up  the  burdens  of  the  future,  the  mat«rial 
that  mW  help  to  prepare  them  for  the  work.  But  to  the  schools  belong 
the  work  of  arousing  the  interest  that  will  bring  them  to  the  library.  The 
public  schools  in  the  past  were  enough  perhaps  for  the  work  which  was  in 
their  day  to  be  done,  but  the  day  and  times  have  greatly  changed. 

No  longer  is  the  pouring-in  process  the  measure  of  the  teacher's  activity 
just  as  a  keeper  of  books  is  no  longer  the  true  position  of  the  librarian. 
Teachers  are  expected  now  to  be  living,  vital,  spiritual  men  and  women,, 
intent  on  not  how  many  facts  can  be  crammed  into  the  minds  committed  to 
their  care,  but  rather  to  develop  within  the  living  soul  an  appreciation  of 
truth  wherever  found  in  science,  religion,  history,  art  or  literature  and  to 
create  the  divine  unrest  which  shall  lead  its  possessor  to  seek  the  fountain 
sources  of  the  best  products  of  the  best  minds  of  all  ages.  He  can  not  do 
this  without  the  cooperation,  sympathetic  and  unbounded,  of  the  librarian, 
and  those  schools  which  are  showing  the  best  results  in  turning  out  well 
equipped  thinking  boys  and  girls  are  those  which  are  in  close  relation  and 
close  proximity  to  the  live,  up-to-date,  active  public  library.  In  vivid 
contrast  to  the  mental  pictures  which  many  of  us  carry  of  our  school-day 
tasks  in  history,  geograpny  or  literature,  is  the  groups  of  boys  and  girls  in  the 
room  of  the  public  library  prepared  for  their  use,  with  the  teacher,  or  special 
attendant,  giving  them  the  beautifully  illustrated  volumes  relating  to  the 
ancientmannersand  customs,  or  the  beautiful  pictures  of  the  places  of  interest 
in  the  world,  creating  distinct  ideas  of  what  the  study  means,  talking  of 
why  ancient  rulers  and  people  arose,  ruled  and  ruined,  and  drawing  there- 
from wisdom  for  their  own  day.  All  this  is  now  the  custom  rather  than 
that  of  setting  the  task  of  committing  the  bare  facts  like  so  many  bones  of 
a  skeleton  stripped  of  every  vestige  of  life  and  light  and  intelligence.  Horace 
Hano  said  if  a  boy  read  of  the  friendship  of  Damon  and  IVthias,  the  integrity 
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of  Aristides,  the  perseverance  of  Franklin,  the  purity  of  Washingt6n,  he  will 
think  differently  all  the  remaining  days  of  his  life. 

To  those  of  us  who  are  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  public  thought 
in  this  era  of  mental  activity,  the  question  of  the  channel  through  which 
the  mind  shall  act  is  an  all  important  one.  On  those  of  us  who  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  living  in  this  day  and  age  in  the  best  part  of  this  great  middle 
west  teeming  with  life  and  energy,  with  spirit  and  hope,  possessing  a  glorious 
heritage  from  the  best  of  clear  brains  and  sound  bodies,  there  is  a  responsi- 
bility resting  to  show  large  returns  and  in  giving  to  our  day  and  generation 
in  the  same  measure  as  has  been  given  to  us.  And  now  that  the  material 
stress  is  well  nigh  over,  and  we  are  passing  out  of  the  period  of  foundation 
and  physical  development  and  are  entering  upon  an  era  of  intellectual  activity 
and  culture,  as  society  settles  down  to  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  old 
communities,  more  and  more,  attention  will  be  turned  to  study,  to  reflection 
and  to  literary  effort,  and  society  will  demand  in  the  future  a  broader 
culture,  even  in  small  communities,  than  it  has  required  In  the  past. 

The  problems  which  confront  the  people  of  today  require  a  strength  of 
intellect,  a  knowledge  of  the  past  and  the  demands  of  the  future,  a  mind 
trained  and  equipped  to  meet  the  conditions  of  an  intellectual  development 
the  like  of  which  has  not  been  known  before,  the  day  of  mere  physical  power 

-  and  endurance  has  gone  by. 

The  education  wluch  was  well  enough  a  generation  ago  will  not  satisfy 
the  need  of  a  generation  to  come.  As  the  knights  of  old  went  forth  armed 
and  clad  with  armor  to  meet  the  enemy  who  threatened  his  domain,  or 
the  power  that  was  used  for  the  ill  doing  of  mankind,  so  the  youth  of  our 
day  must  go  out  in  this  world  of  the  20th  century  not  essentially  different 
from  the  old  day  except  in  so  far  as  more  knowledge  has  made  more  power, 
and  he  must  be  clad  with  the  knowledge  of  the  world's  progress  and  needs 
so  that  as  opportunity  arises  he  may  be  ready  to  take  hia  place,  sustain  his 
part,  defend  his  inalienable  rights,  with  a  knowledge  that  will  make  him 
a  power  for  good. 

The  library  of  today  as  a  working  foree  is  such  a  different  thing  from  what 

-  it  was  even  a  few  j-ears  ago,  that  only  those  in  the  trend  of  literary  work 
realize  what  a  powerful  engine  for  good  it  has  become. 

The  library  of  the  past  had  only  a  very  small  part  in  educational  matters, 
but  today  it  is  by  far  the  moat  far-reaching  and  powerful  of  all  the  forces 
at  work  to  bring  the  benefits  of  a  liberal  education  to  the  great  army  of  wage- 
earners  who  can  not  go  to  the  colleges  and  universities,  but  must  have  them 
brought  to  them. 

Instead  of  being  the  great  storehouse  for  education,  the  librar>'  has  become 
the  great  fountain  of  knowledge  whose  streams  feed  every  attempt  to  develop 
and  train  the  human  mind  and  better  the  intellectual  condition  of  mankind. 

There  is  with  each  of  us,  as  I  take  it,  a  somewhat  lofty  spirit  that  impels 
us  to  try  and  do  some  little  good  in  our  day  and  generation,  and  that  not 
from  any  hope  of  reward  or  glor\',  else  our  labor  would  be  in  vain ;  but  from 
the  desire  that  some  few  of  those  about  us  may  be  made  wiser  and  happier. 
If  we  have  this  spirit  then,  in  casting  about  for  an  outlet,  we  shall  assuredly 
do  well  to  remember  that  we  can  confer  no  greater  or  more  enduring  boon 
than  a  taste  for  good  books,  and  the  capacity  to  read  them  aright. 

The  discussion  of  this  paper  was  opened  by  Miss  G.  Quigley,  Children's 
Librarian  of  the  Grand   Rapids  public  library, 
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Mias  Quigley:  It  seems  to  me  that  all  I  can  do  is  to  say  over  again  a 
few  of  the  many  good  things  Miss  Lyman  has  juat  told  us. 

Primarily,  the  object  of  the  story  is  to  give  joy,  for  the  story  is  a  work  of 
art  and  its  greatest  use  to  the  child  is  its  everlasting  appeal  of  beauty  by 
which  the  soul  of  the  child  is  quickened  to  new  preceptions.  Miss  Lyman 
names  for  us  three  or  four  stories  which  are  prime  favorites  with  the  children 
and  why — for  the  simple  reason  that  "much  happens"  in  these  stories. 
Every  step  in  the  story  is  an  event.  There  is  no  time  spent  in  explanfition 
and  description.  The  stories  tell  what  people  did  and  what  they  said. 
There  are  no  gaps  and  no  complications  of  plot.  You  will  also  notice  that 
each  event  presents  a  distinct  picture  to  the  imagination.  The  element*, 
then,  of  which  these  stories  are  composed,  are  very  simple.  This  same 
simple  progressive  action  may  be  found  in  the  myths  of  the  Norseland. 
Simplicity  is  the  key  note  of  all  these  stories.  To  sum  up,  we  ought  to  find 
in  a  good  story  these  three  characteristics — action,  familiar  images,  and 
some  repetitions. 

In  order  that  we  may  develop  an  atmosphere  of  beautiful  thought,  let  us 
also  tell  some  of  the  famous  stories  found  in  the  worid's  great  literature. 
The  myths,  fables,  fairy  tales,  as  well  as  some  of  the  great  poems  all  contain 
untold  treasures  for  the  child.  Let  us  tell  them  that  they  may  ^ve  joy. 
After  the  story  has  been  told  do  not  begin  to  dissect  it.  Whea  you  do  that 
you  have  robbed  it  of  its  beauty.  A  few  days  ago  a  teacher  told  me  this 
story — "One  day  I  said  to  my  pupils — When  you  get  your  work  done  I 
will  tell  you  a  story.  The  children  did  not  seem  to  enthuse  very  much 
and  finally  a  small  boy  said,  '  Do  we  have  to  write  it? '  '  No,  not  this  time,' 
was  the  reply.  The  children  were  happy;  they  were  to  hear  a  story  and 
not  be  obhged  to  reproduce  it  for  a  language  lesson  the  next  hour.  Let  us 
tell  more  stories  that  give  joy,  more  stories  just  for  fun.  Too  many  stories 
of  the  information  order  are  told. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  will  only  tell  some  of  the  stories  from  the  world's 
best  literature  the  children  will  surely  be  growing  up  under  the  influence 
of  high  ideals,  and  these  high  ideals  will  have  the  same  effect  as  did  the 
Great  Stone  Face,  which  the  boy  saw  each  morning  from  hia  cottage  door^ 
it  expressed  to  him  that  which  was  best  in  human  character. 


A  PLEA  FOR  INSTRUCTION  IN  THE  CHOICE  AND  USE  OF  BOOKS. 

Paper  Read  Before  the  High  School  Section  op  the  M.  S.  T.  A.  bt 
Florence  M.  Hopkins. 

It  b  a  happy  day  for  the  Michigan  library  Commission  when  it  has  been 
recognized  by  the  Michigan  Teachere'  Association  as  an  educational  factor 
to  be  seriously  considered  by  the  teachers  of  the  State.  The  school  and 
the  library  are  destined  to  draw  closer  together  as  the  field  of  education 
broadens.  Their  relationship  has  already  been  nationally  recognized  by 
both  the  American  Library  Association,  with  its  School  department  and 
the  National  Educational  Association,  with  its  library  department.  The 
education  of  the  future  will  come  almost  as  much  directly  through  the  library, 
as  through  the  schools.    The  library  ie  already  trying  to  reach  J^<^  who 
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cannot,  or  do  not  care  to  take  the  path  through  the  schools;  its  claims  for 
scholarly  and  sympathetic  understanding  and  management  are  increasing 
yearly.  The  degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Master  of  Library  Science  are  scarcely 
known  to  those  not  directly  interested.  The  best  school  for  library  training, 
at  Albany,  N.  Y,,  now  admits  only  college  graduates,  and  requires  two  years 
of  post-graduate  work  before  granting  the  first  degree.  Special  training 
for  a  children's  librarian  is  beginning  to  be  demanded,  and,  some  day,  will 
be  as  generally  expected  as  is  now  preparation  for  kindergarten  work.  Our 
hope  is  that  library  bi^rds  and  boards  of  education  will  recognize  the  desira- 
bility of  introducing  into  the  high  school  curriculum  a  course  in  the  choice 
and  use  of  books.  The  subject  is,  as  yet,  unformed  and  vague,  but  that 
it  can  come  before  a  body  of  high  school  teachers  for  discussion  is  a 
bright  promise. 

No  high  school  should  be  willing  to  send  its  pupils  to  the  university  without 
giving  them  the  power  of  self-direction  in  the  use  of  ordinary  reference  tools, 
such  as  a  card  catalog,  indexes  to  sets  of  books,  periodical  indexes,  or  even 
the  intelligent  use  of  an  ordinary  dictionary  with  its  appendix.  If  the 
high  school  pupil  who  is  to  continue  his  education  under  direction  in  college, 
needs  this  training,  how  much  more  valuable  should  it  be  to  the  pupil  whose 
guidance  ends  with  his  high  school  course,  and  who  must  be  wholly  dependent 
upon  self-direction  for  his  future  education.  The  helplessness  of  even 
intelligent  people  to  use  a  library  independently  is  a  common  complaint 
among  all  libraries.  A  very  shght  effort  on  the  part  of  our  high  schools 
could  do  much  toward  remedying  this  defect. 

Could  a  more  valuable  tool  be  given  a  young  person,  desiring  an  education, 
than  the  intelligent  use  of  any  library  which  may  be  at  his  hand  in  his  future 
life?  And  where  could  a  person  fitted  to  give  such  training  be  placed  to 
better  advantage  than  in  a  high  school?  There  the  cooperation  of  a  great 
system  could  be  utilized,  the  interest  of  teachers  generally  secured,  and  an 
unconscious  familiarity  with  the  use  of  books  be  gradually  built  up.  If 
nothing  more  than  a  homelike  feeling  among  books  were  the  result,  a  very 
great  power  for  pleasure  and  profit  has  been  gained.  Our  public  libraries 
are  making  a  great  efTort  to  give  this  opportunity  of  handling  books  to  as 
wide  a  range  of  patrons  as  it  is  within  their  power  to  reach.  Branch  libraries, 
open  shelves,  delivery  stations,  supplementary  reading  sent  to  schools  in 
graded  boxes,  etc.  are  so  widely  scattered  as  to  cause  teachere  to  complain, 
often  justly,  that  the  pupils  have  too  much  reading  rather  than  too  little. 
Whether  or  not  it  is  an  advantage  to  live  near  a  circulating  library,  depends, 
as  every  thing  else  does,  on  the  person.  Too  much  reading  is  an  evil  to  be 
guarded  against  with  almost  more  rigor  than  too  little.  Dissipated  power 
has  no  more  force  than  inherent  wealtnesa,  and  the  first  is  a  sin  while  the 
second  is  a  condition.  One  illustration  will  serve  to  make  plain  my  point: 
An  unusually  bright  high  school  boy,  having  free  access  to  a  convenient 
branch  librart-,  with  open  shelves,  became  enamored  with  the  current  novel 
of  the  harmless  Janice  Aferedith  type,  and  spent  all  of  his  spare  time  in  reading 
of  this  character.  One  of  his  teachers,  discovering  iiis  ability  and  his  habits, 
told  him  that  he  could  easily  take  up  another  study  with  the  time  he  was 
spending  in  such  useless  reading.  After  much  persuasion  he  followed  her 
advise.  Later,  in  his  college  life  be  had  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the 
wise  penetration  of  this  teacher.  Again  comes  the  plea  for  some  one 
competent  to  train  the  pupil  in  the  choice  of  reading,  in  the  method  of  handling 
a  book  for  reference,  in  a  taste  for  the  best.  Once  develop  a  taste  for  really 
good  books  in  a  young  person,  and  he  is  as  immune  agunst  the  cuR«nt  Ojoyel 
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or  the  padding  of  the  newspapers  or  magazines,  as  is  a  cultivated  ear  for 
music  immune  against  the  rag-time  tunes  of  the  street.  Teachers  will  say 
that  work  in  literature  and  history  are  doing  this  very  thing.  So  they  are, 
to  be  sure;  but  while  one  pupil  may  be  taught  to  so  love  his  Wordsworth, 
as  to  be  forever  protected  against  an  Alfred  Austin,  another  pupil  may  be 
longing  for  some  insight  or  inspiration  on  a  subject  not  taught  in  the  school 
at  all,  and  the  satisfying  of  which  might  lead  to  his  life  work.  Biography 
has  proved  to  us,  over  and  over  again,  that  the  best  is  apt  to  come  through 
some  such  avenue,  and  not  always,  by  any  means,  through  conscious  direction. 

Might  not  rich  returns  be  the  reward  of  a  course  of  lessons,  required  and 
credited,  in  the  handling  of  good  books,  most  carefully  selected,  without  set 
readings,  simply  browsing  among  them,  with  no  more  definite  aim  than  that 
of  enlarpng  the  pupil's  horizon,  or  of  impressing  him  with  the  power  of  self- 
education  and  direction  along  the  lines  of  individual  bent?  Such  work 
would  give 'the  student  the  advantage  of  having  at  least  one  study  which 
would  he  free  from  the  academic,  forced  through  no  ruts  of  another  person- 
ality, and  would  oiler  a  l^ge  probability  of  discovering  what  the  real  tBst« 
of  one's  nature  was,  if  it  had  any  strong  bent.  Some  universities  are  now 
offering  what  they  call  "Enjoyment  couraes," — are  not  these  the  real  culture 
courses,  and  if  so  the  real  educational  courses?  Fact  is  not  all  of  education; 
atmosphere  has  quite  as  much  value.  Of  course  such  a  privilege  would  have 
to  be  carefully  guarded,  but  so  do  all  school  interests.  Is  it  not  time  that  our 
schools  gave  serious  thought  to  the  good  pupil,  who  really  wishes  to  make  the 
very  best  use  of  his  time,  and  give  him  opportunities  to  go  beyond  the  standard 
demanded  by  the  lazy  or  troublesome  boy,  or  even  the  stupid  pupil?  The 
danger,  however,  is  not  always  on  the  side  of  the  pupil,  there  is  quite  as 
much  from  the  teacher  or  librarian.  Not  long  ago,  I  Iteard  of  a  teacher 
in  one  of  the  Chicago  public  schools,  who  announced  to  her  eighth  grade  class 
in  United  States  history,  who  were  learning  for  the  first  time  of  Burgoyne 
and  Comwallis  and  Bunker  Hill,  that  she  had  no  respect  for  the  pupil  who 
did  not  cons\ilt  a  least  four  different  books  in  the  preparation  of  the  lesson. 
Frequently  in  my  work,  I  have  questions  from  young,  immature  high  school 
pupils,  who  scarcely  know  the  leading  historical  events  by  name,  something 
like  the  following:  Was  the  reformation  directed  against  creed  or  form? 
Which  was  the  more  profitable,  a  short  article  on  ■the  development  of  the 
papacy,  slave  or  free  trade?  How  many  words  did  Gladstone  have  in  his 
vocabulary?  Why  does  a  dog  bark?  Or,  the  date  that  Moses  went  up  Mf. 
Sinai,  as  a  reference  to  interpret  the  allusion  in  Lowell's  beautiful  poem, 
The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal. 

"Daily  with  souls  that  cringe  and  plot, 

We  isinais  climb,  and  know  it  not." 

Better  no  library,  and  a  good  text-book,  than  such  assigned  lessons,  or  such 

an  impression  of  the  place  of  a  library  in  education.     But  because  an  oppoiv 

tunity  may  be  abused  by  some,  should  it  therefore  be  withdrawn  from  all? 

One  side  of  the  many  possibilities  of  a  high  school  library,  has  been  ex- 
perimented with,  in  a  limited  way,  in  the  Detroit  Central  High  School. 
An  effort  has  been  made  to  train  pupils  in  the  handling  of  reference  books, 
by  teaching  a  few  general,  simple  principles  of  indexing,  cataloging,  etc. 
The  plan  of  this  work  is  exceedingly  simple,  and  the  practical  working  of  it 
out  possible  for  almost  any  school.  It  does  not  require  as  much  time  as 
would  at  first  seem  necessar>',  neither  does  it  require  a  large  library.  If 
the  school  possesses  nothing  more  than  a  Webster's  Dictionary,  it  would 
more  than  pay  to  spend  an  hour  in  learning  the  reference  power  of  the  ap- 


116  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMBtKBIONERS. 

pendix,  and  how  to  use  it  quickly  and  intelligently.  Almost  any  English 
teacher  would  be  glad  to  give  an  hour  to  the  subject,  for  it  would  rebound 
in  the  pupil's  ability  to  look  up  desired  dates,  abbreviations,  phrases,  and 
general  allusions  in  her  own  work.  The  publishers  of  Webster's  Dictionary 
have  prepared  for  our  school  a  little  pamphlet  of  sample  pages  of  the  appendix, 
which  serves  exceedingly  well  as  an  illustration  of  the  full  dictionary. 

In  our  school  the  work  is  graded  to  correspond  with  the  regular  grading 
of  the  Englbh  courses.  When  we  began  we  had  eight  courses,  but  owing 
to  a  change  in  the  English  work,  we  have  now  only  six.  Library  talk,  course 
one,  is  given  to  all  pupils  taking  English  one;  course  two,  to  those  taking 
English  two,  etc.,  throughout  the  six  English  courses  required  in  the  high 
school  curriculum.  To  illustrate:  all  pupils  who  are  enrolled  in  English 
one,  reciting  the  first  period  Monday,  for  example,  are  united  at  some  con- 
venient time  during  the  term  in  a  single  section  for  the  library  talk.  Books 
illustrating  the  points  to  be  explained  are  transferred  to  the  room,  and  forty- 
five  minutes  given  in  an  attempt  to  make  clear  a  few  principles  of  indexing, 
etc.  The  class  is  then  given  a  set  of  printed  questions  to  be  looked  up  in  the 
library  for  the  next  lesson.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  each  pupil 
to  handle  the  books  explained.  These  questions  are  given  to  the  English 
teacher  at  the  next  recitation,  are  gone  over  in  class,  and  credited  as  a  required 
lesson.  The  work  thus  becomes  systematized,  is  required,  and  a  certain 
independence  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  in  the  use  of  an  index  can  be  assumed. 

The  points  explained  and  illustrated  in  course  one  are:  The  use  of  a 
simple  index;  different  indexes  in  the  same  volume;  index  to  sets  in  more 
than  one  volume;  use  of  a  concordance;  index  to  an  atlas;  city  maps;  street 
guides;  and   Poole's   Index  to   Periodical  literature. 

Course  two  illustrates  and  explains  the  use  of  a  card  catalog  and  the  general 
arrangement  of  books  upon  the  shelves,  together  with  such  reference  books 
as  the  Century  Cyclopaedia  of  names.  Appendix  to  Webster's  Kctionary, 
■Brewer's  Reader's  Handbook,  classical  dictionaries,  Lippincott's  Biographical 
dictionary,  Gazetteers  of  the  world,  etc. 

Course  three  is  mainly  devoted  to  indexes  of  current  magazines,  through 
the  Reader's  Guide,  the  Annual  Literary  Index,  The  Library  Index,  etc. 

Course  four  is  devoted  to  annuals,  such  as  the  World's  Almanac,  State- 
man's  Yearbook,  Who's  Who,  State  manuals,  city  reports,  etc. 

Course  five  gives  a  brief  explanation  of  some  of  the  reference  books  of 
the  U.  S.  Government,  such  as,  the  Abstract  of  the  Census,  the  Congressional 
Directory,  Statistical  Atlas,  Labor  Bulletin  Reports,  Document  Catalog,  etc. 

Course  six  is  a  review  of  the  preceding  courses  with  drill  work  in  the  use 
of  all  books  in  the  previous  talks. 

The  following  are  a  few  sample  questions,  ^ven  in  couise  six,  the  last 
course,  to  pupils  just  completing  their  third  year  of  high  school  work: 

In  what  books  would  you  find  references  of  the  following  general  character? 

Who  is  the  present  governor  of  Ohio? 

Two  sources  for  characters  in  fiction. 

Present  members  of  Congress. 

Abbreviations, 

Portraits  of  prominent  men  published  in   magazines. 

Authors  of  familiar  quotations. 

Brief  life  of  prominent  living  men. 

Condensed  report  of  the  last  census  by  table. 

Condensed  report  of  the  last  census,  by  color.  ,-.  , 

Dignz.d  by  Google 
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Name  good  reference  books  imder  the  following  heads: 
Classical  dictionary. 
Gazetteers  of  the  world. 
Recent  encyclopaedias. 
Atlas  of  the  world. 

Three  sources  for  familiar  allusions  in  general  reading. 
What  are  indexes  for  material  of  the  following  character? 
Magazine  indexes;  current  numbers;  magazines  of  earlier  issue;  yearly 

supplements  to  the  last. 
Index  to  a  library-. 
Index  to  novels. 

Catalog  of  good  books  on  leading  subjects. 
Current  events. 
These  questions  with  others,  were  given  the  last  time  to  190  pupils.     The 
average  per  cent  of  the  class,  after  careful  correction,  was  94  per  cent.     The 
average  number  of  minutes  required  for  doing  the  work  was  22.     Forty-two 
pupils  were  100,  and  only  four  were  below  80  per  cent. 

When  results  of  this  grade  can  be  secured,  without  overwork,  by  giving 
for  it,  only  one  recitation  period  a  term,  two  hours  a  year,  six  hours,  one 
week  and  one  day,  in  three  years,  it  would  seem  that  the  work  is  well  worth 
doing  and  that  the  experiment  had  proved  its  right  to  be  accepted — and  that 
the  average  pupil  of  high  school  age,  is  perfectly  capable  of  grasping,  and 
using  to  advantage,  simple  reference  principles.  Almost  any  high  school 
could  do  this  work,  even  if  it  does  not  have  a  separate  library.  The  price 
of  books  used  in  the  outline,  exclusive  of  encyclopaedias  and  dictionaries, 
does  not  exceed  $100.  If  the  school  cannot  afford  the  books,  no  doubt  the 
public  library  of  the  town  could  be  interested ;  indeed,  in  many  towns,  the 
public  library  takes  the  initiative,  and  begs  for  the  opportunity  to  work 
with  the  pupils. 

The  value  of  work  of  this  nature,  appeals  more  to  the  bright,  alert  pupil, 
naturally,  than  to  the  plodding,  text-book  nature,  who  is  apt  to  find  it  more 
or  less  of  a  bore.  The  need  of  it  is  seen  more  from  the  librarian's  point  of 
view,  than  from  the  teacher's.  The  teacher  generally  deals  with  a  definite 
subject,  with  definitely  assigned  tasks.  The  librarian  sees  the  helplessness 
of  self-directioji  and  the  need  of  education  in  the  use  of  ordinary  guides, 
and  simple  indexes. 

A  number  of  normal  schools  are  now  beginning  to  require  a  certain  amount 
of  training  in  the  use  of  a  library,  in  reading  of  children's  books,  etc.,  before 
granting  a  diploma.  A  s[>ecial  pamphlet  in  this  subject  was  prepared  last 
year  by  the  library'  department  of  the  N.  E.  A.  In  the  preface  of  this  report, 
the  committee  suggests  that  "Not  less  than  ten  lectures  or  class  periods 
be  given  to  this  work,  with  two  hours  practice  work  for  each  period,  30  hours 
in  all. "  And  adds  that  to  "  Double  this  time  would  be  belter."  The  body 
of  the  report  claims  that  "Instruction  in  the  most  efficient  use  of  a  library 
should  form  as  important  a  part  of  the  curriculum  as  instruction  in  language 
or  history."  The  report  further  claims  that  "such  instruction  will  exert 
more  influence  in  the  pupil's  future  career  than  any  two  subjects  in  the  course 
of  study."  "The  library  rather  than  the  school,"  the  report  continues  to 
say,  "makes  possible  and  probable,  a  continuation  of  intellectual  activity 
and  progress  after  school  life  is  finished." 

From  another  report  by  the  Oregon  Library  Commission,  on  "What  a 
School  Library  Means,"  please  permit  me  to  quote  the  following:  "When 
we  consider  how  much  of  the  education  that  is  continued  after  school  time 
is  over,  depends  upon  the  right  use  of  books,  we  can  hardly  be  too  emphatic 
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in  asserting  that  something  of  their  use  should  be  learned  in  the  schools; 
yet  absolutely  nothing  of  the  sort  really  is  learned.  The  average  student  in 
the  high  school  does  not  know  the  difference  between  a  table  of  content^ 
and  an  index,  does  not  know  what  a  concordance  is,  does  not  know  how 
to  find  ^hat  he  want^  in  an  encyclopaedia,  does  not  know  that  a  dictionary 
has  very  many  other  uses  beside  that  of  supplying  definitions.  If  the  school 
library,  and  the  instruction  given  in  connection  with  it,  should  do  no  more 
than  to  impress  these  eleraentarj'  principles  upon  the  minds  of  the  whole 
student  body,  it  would  go  far  toward  accounting  for  itself  as  an  educational 
means.  That  it  may  and  should  do  much  more  than  this,  is  the  proposition 
we  have  sought  to  maintain,  and  we  do  not  see  that  its  essential  reasonable- 
ness may  be  gainsaid."  "Teaching  not  as  educating,  but  as  the  setting  of 
the  young  in  the  way  of  education,  as  starting  them  on  a  course  of  self- 
culture,  which  they  will  pursue  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  with  no  willingness 
to  turn  back." 

Miss  Hopkins'  paper  was  discussed  by  Miss  Agnes  Jewell,  assistant  librarian 
of  the  public  school  library,  Adrian,  and  Miss  Lucy  A.  Sloan,  head  of  the 
department  of  Englbh,  Central  Normal  School,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Miss  Jewell :  "  I  don't  like  crackers  and  I'm  glad  I  don't  for  if  I  liked  them 
I'd  be  eating  them  all  the  time,  and  I  don't  like  them."  That  is  the  attitude 
of  the  average  student  toward  the  card  catalog,  the  magazine  indexes  and 
the  various  keys  which  unlock  the  golden  treasury  of  the  public  library. 
They  don't  like  reference  books  and  they  are  glad  they  don't  for  if  they  liked 
them  they  would  be  using  them  all  the  time  and  they  don't  like  them.  To 
them  the  card  catalog  ia  not  an  index  to  the  libraTy,  but  an  obstacle  set  up 
by  the  librarian  to  prevent  them  from  getting  to  the  books  themselves. 

This  need  of  sj'stematic  instruction  is  much  more  evident  to  the  librarian 
than  to  the  teacher.  You  send  a  child  to  the  library  to  look  up  about  Damon 
and  Pythias.  You  are  satisfied  if  he  reports  next  day.  You  know  that  he 
found  the  material,  the  librarian  knows  that  along  with  some  fifty  other 
youngsters,  each  with  a  different  want,  he  plunged  into  the  !ibrar>'  at  three 
o'clock  and  that  while  she  was  bringing  order  out  of  the  seeming  chaos  he 
was  wandering  aimlessly  from  one  book  stack  to  another  and  that  finally 
when  his  turn  came  she  found  him  in  the  history  section  turning  the  leaves 
of  a  history  of  New  York  because  he  knew  the  events  occurred  in  Syracuse. 
You  think  he  used  five  minutes  looking  for  the  material,  the  librarian  knows 
that  he  also  lost  half  an  hour  and  that  doubtless  he  cha^d  that  half  the  rest 
of  the  day  and  never  caught  up  with  it. 

"Yes,"  you  say,  "but  there  is  a  culture  which  comes  with  the  mere  hand- 
ling of  the  books  themselves."  He  loses  something  when  he  goes  to  Brewer's 
Readers'  handbook  for  a  review  of  the  book  he  is  supposed  to  read.  True, 
but  there  is  also  a  satisfaction  in  getting  the  greatest  amount  of  information 
with  the  least  expenditure  of  time. 

If  the  student  is  to  use  the  library  long  years  after  his  school  life  b  over, 
if,  as  Mr.  Dewey  says,  "the  library  is  a  tool  with  which  he  may  carve  out 
an  education,"  then  it  rests  with  us  as  teacher  and  librarian  to  determine 
how  good  a  tool  we  place  in  his  hands.  It  is  not  enough  that  you  teach 
the  boy  to  understand  Lowell;  it  is  not  enough  that  we  help  him  to  find 
how  and  when  and  where  Moses  climbed  Mt.  Sinai;  together,  we  must  teach 
him  to  love  good  hterature  with  a  soul  that  neither  cringes  nor  plots. 

Over  in  a  neigliboring  town  the  matter  of  paving  was  being  agitated. 
A  German  in  the  council  thought  he  saw  an  opportunity  for  his  countrymen 
to  secure  a  needed  improvement  in  their  ward;  and,  to  that  end,  he  mwie 
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his  muden  speech  before  his  fellow  aldermen.  He  said:  "Us  Germans 
must  together  stick,  together  we  must  stand  side  by  each,  our  heads  we  must 
together  put  and  a  block  pavement  make." 

Miss  Hopkins  has  not  come  with  a  pet  theory  but  with  a  definite  plan 
well  worked  out.  She  doesn't  think  it  may  be  done;  she  knows  that  in 
Detroit  it  is  done.  If,  as  she  says,  it  takes  but  a  few  hours  each  year,  shall 
we  not  "our  heads  together  put"  and  ^ve  it  a  practical  test? 

Miss  Sloan :  What  both  librarians  and  teachers  are  seeking  is  to  find  and 
do  the  thing  that  shall  be  of  the  most  help  to  the  student.  Miss  Hopkins 
has  set  forth  very  clearly  her  belief,  arising  from  her  experience  as  a  librarian, 
that  even  a  small  amount  of  training  in  the  use  of  the  so  called  library  tools 
would  be  of  great  help  to  them,  whether  they  pass  from  the  high  school 
to  higher  institutions  of  learning,  or  go  directly  out  to  their  work  in  life. 
She  has  given  many  of  the  reasons  which  lead  her  to  believe  this  work  so 
necessary,  and  has  shown  a  definite  way  in  which  some  of  it  may  be  done.  A 
paper  coming  as  this  does  from  actual  experience,  and  suggesting  so  clearly 
a  helpful  line  of  work  is  valuable  for  us  all. 

It  has  undoubtedly  been  too  freely  assumed  by  teachers  in  general  that 
in  their  ordinary  contact  with-  books  in  the  library  and  elsewhere,  pupils 
would  absorb  enough  of  this  knowledge  to  meet  their  actual  needs.  But 
the  fields  of  human  knowledge  have  rapidly  broadened,  the  making  of  books 
has  multiplied  to  an  astonishing  degree.  The  art  of  handling,  arranging, 
and  deahng  them  out  is  a  profession  in  itself  requiring  years  of  training. 
The  library,  on  its  informational  side,  is  a  gre^t  reservoir  of  strictly  classified 
knowledge.  He  who  would  taste  the  "Pierian  spring"  must  first  be  sure  that 
he  knows  just  the  kind  of  information  he  wants,  and  then,  tap  the  channel 
which  leads  to  that  particular  well-spring.  Information  of  one  kind,  as  of 
persons,  comes  through  one  channel,  that  of  another  sort,  as  of  places,  through 
another.  Reference  books,  general  and  particular,  yield  their  stores  readily 
only  to  the  trained  hand  and  brain,  he  who  seeks  the  stores  of  up-to-date 
information  to  which  Poole's  Index  furnishes  the  cunningly-warded  keys, 
must  either  have  a  wide  knowledge  of  magazines  to  begin  with,  or  else  consult 
frequently  the  key  to  their  abbreviations.  In  the  awe-inspiring  presence 
of  these  masses  of  information  and  the  rather  intricate  channels  through 
which  they  must  come,  even  the  trained  and  self-reliant  intelligence  must 
concentrate  itself  to  a  determined  efEort.  Librarians  could,  if  they  would, 
tell  tales  of  pedagop  themselves,  of  helplessness,  time  wasted,  and  odd 
mistakes  in  attempts  to  get  at  some  particular  piece  of  desired  knowledge. 
The  teacher,  too,  may  be  supposed  to  go  to  the  library  with  a  clear  idea  of 
the  particular  kind  of  information  he  wishes  to  obtain,  and  an  anxiety  on 
his  own  part  that  it  shall  be  accurate  and  quickly  obtained.  The  high  school 
student  usually  goes  at  the  direction  of  some  one  else,  and  frequently  has 
vague  ideas  of  just  what  he  is  expected  to  find  out.  Of  course  he  wastes 
time,  gets  meager  results,  and  worst  of  all,  gets  a  dislike  for  library  research. 

A  class  of  50  students,  most  of  them  high  school  graduates,  a  few  of  them 
with  a  year  of  college  work  after  high  school,  many  of  them  with  a  year  or 
two  of  experience  in  teaching,  and  all  preparing  to  teach,  had  occasion  to 
make  themselves  intelligent  regarding  the  meaning  of  these  lines  from  one 
of  Whittier's  poems. 

"The  turf's   red  stain  is  yet  undried. 
Scarce  have  the  death-shot  echoes  died,  , 

Along  Sebago's   wooded  side."  t^i'lc 

With  the  idea  of  ascertaining  whether  they  knew  the  most  sure,  reasonable 
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and  direct  place  to  get  infonnation  about  Sebago,  they  were  asked  to  tell 
what  they  found  out  about  it,  where  they  looked  for  it  and  where  they 
finally  found  it.  One  of  the  class  happened  to  know  without  looking  that 
it  was  the  name  of  a  lake  in  Maine,  eight  went  to  the  best  source  of  information, 
Lippincott'a  Gazetteer  of  the  World,  twelve  to  the  next  best  source,  the 
gazetteer  of  the  dictionary,  the  others  groped  about  in  encyclopaediaSr 
atlases,  geographies.  Brewer's  Readers'  Handbook,  Whittier's  complete 
poems,  six  reported  themselves  unable  to  find  it  at  all  even  after  search, 
and  one  of  the  flock  went  completely  astray  in  the  fog  and  discovered  Sebago 
to  be  a  governor  of  some  islands  near  Scotland.  The  same  thing  tried  on 
these  lines  from  Snow  Bound, 

"Whereof  his  fondly  partial   pride. 
The  common  features  magnified. 
As  Surrey  hills  to  mountains  grew. 
In  White  of  Selbome's  loving  view." 
showed  practically  the  same  results.    Such  information  as  was  obtained 
was  gained  through  round-a-bout  and  time  wasting  processes.    Ten  or 
lifteen  questions,  the  answers  to  which  were  all  in  Webster's  dictionary, 
sent  them  on  a  laborious  seareh  through  encyclopedias  and  handbool^, 
most  of  them  being  unaware  that  the  information  was  all  given  in  the  dic- 
tionary. 

All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  through  lack  of  having  our  attention  called 
to  it,  we  have  been  placing  our  students  at  a  disadvantage,  and  causing  them 
to  waste  time. 

An  experienced  librarian  says,  "Students  come  to  the  library  with  such 
vague  ideas  of  where  to  look  for  information  that  they  waste  hours  without 
accomplishing  anything.  If  some  definite  class  of  instruction  could  be  given 
in  the  high  school  in  the  use  of  reference  hooks,  catalogs,  etc.,  it  would  be  a 
distinct  gain  for  the  student.  They  learn  to  use  the  card  catalog  very  quickly, 
but  when  they  are  confronted  with  a  whole  caae  of  reference  books,  they 
pull  out  one  book  after  another  at  random,  turn  the  leaves  vaguely  looking 
for  the  information  they  desire,  then  give  up  in  despair." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  too-well  edited  English  Classics  may 
be  partly  responsible  for  the  difficulty  students  have  when  face  to  face 
with  the  classified  reference  books  of  the  library.  In  their  classics  they  are 
accustomed  to  finding  all  sorts  of  allusions,  historical,  scriptural,  geographical, 
classical,  explained  for  them  in  footnotes,  and  they  go  to  the  library  apparently 
expecting  to  find  there  miscellaneous  volumes  of  footnotes,  alphabetically- 
arranged. 

The  teaching  of  English  in  the  schools  has  sometimes  been  accused,  perhaps 
justly  80,  of  indefiniteness.  It  would  be  singular  indeed  if  it  were  not  in- 
definite in  view  of  the  various  arts  and  crafts  that  the  teaching  of  I^glbh 

It  is  related  of  Holmes  that  in  the  earlier  days  of  Harvard,  when 
even  a  Harvarcl  professor  had  sometimes  to  teach  more  than  one  subject, 
or  at  least  more  than  one  phase  of  a  subject,  some  friends  congratulated 
him  on  occupying  a  chair  on  the  Harvard  faculty.  "Oh  yes,  my  friend," 
said  Holmes,  "much  more  than  a  chair,  I  occupy  a  whole  settee." 

So,  fellow  teachers  of  English,  here  seems  to  offer  a  golden  opportunity 
of  adding  another  section  to  our  settee,  and  giving  at  least  a  few  very  definite 
and  helpful  lessons.  Two  rewards  well  worth  having  seem  to  offer  them- 
selves for  the  work — one  is  the  possibility  of  relieving  tlie  boys  and  girls 
of  confusion,  embarassment   and   discouragement,  the  othei  in   lessening 
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the  difficulties  of  one  of  the  moet  difficult  parts  of  the  study  of  literature, 
namely,  the  gaining  of  an  illuminating  knowledge  of  its  setting,  historical 
background,  and  allusions. 

Either  of  these  rewards  is  well  worth  having,  and  if  here  really  offers  an 
added  opportimity  to  serve,  I  am  sure  that  we  have  enough  of  the  true 
teaching  spirit  to  hail  it  with  joy,  for  of  the  true  teacher  it  may  always 
be  said: 

"They  keep  step  with  progress 
From  duty  ne'er  swerve. 
With  this  their  proud  watchword, 
I  serve,  and  I  serve." 
The  excellent  paper  read  by  Professor  C.  H.  Gumey,  of  Hillsdale  College, 
on  "The  college  student  and  the  college  library,"  was  not  available  for  pub- 
lication.    Professor  Gumey  argued   for  a  more  systematic  use  of  books 
and  helps  within  the  student's  reach.     To  get  anything  out  of  books  the 
student  must  use  them,  compare  them,  and  trust  them;  books  are  tools, 
and  high  schools  and  colleges  are  the  place  to  learn  to  handle  them. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  LIBRARY  SECTION  OF  THE 

STATE  TEACHERS'   ASSOCIATION  AT  BATTLE   CREEK 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  25th   1907. 

The  meeting  was  calle<l  to  order  at  two  o'clock  in  the  Assembly  Room 
of  the  Willard  Memorial  Library  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  chairman.  Mrs. 
Spencer  made  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  important  place  the  library  question 
had  on  the  program ,  this  being  the  first  time  that  such  a  section  meeting  had 
been  held  in  the  State;  that  there  was  every  reason  to  think  the  innovation 
was  welcomed  by  the  teachers  of  the  association.  She  then  resigned  the 
chair  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Ranck  who  spoke  of  the  pleasure  the  State  Association 
of  Librarians  had  in  welcoming  close  affiliation  with  the  Teachers'Association. 
"The  school  educates  the  child,  the  library  furthers  this  education.  The 
school  teaches  the  child  how  to  get  ideas  from  the  printed  page,  the  library 
furnishes  the  printed  page,  and  aids  in  this  understanding." 

Miss  Ahem  of  Chicago,  editor  of  "Public  Libraries"  was  then  introduced, 
and  read  a  paper,  "Place  of  Library  in  School  Plans."  A  few  extracts  are 
given ;  , 

"It  was  unknown  for  a  long  time  the  help  the  libraries  could  give  the 
schools;  but  teachers  are  awakening  to  the  fact  and  text-book  teaching  is 
becoming  a  back  number.  The  responsibility  of  education  does  not  rest 
on  schools  alone:  but  associated  with  the  school  are  the  home,  the  church 
and  the  library.  To  correlate  all  these  influences  to  make  the  child's  life  a  unit 
is  the  hard  problem.  Books  and  their  choice  belong  to  the  child's  mental 
life  and  the  library  enters  as  a  factor." 

Miss  Ahem  then  considered  the  library  in  three  phases.  "First,  the  library 
in  the  schoolroom,  not  only  a  collection,  but  also  a  selection  chosen  for  the 
purpose  of  collateral  and  supplementary  reading.  This  collection  should 
contain  pictures,  maps,  lantern  slides,  books  of  knowledge  and  books  of  power 
that  will  teach  the  child  to  think  and  act  for  himself  and  to  turn  to  books 
with  delight.     This  power  will  remain -with  him  after  educational  processes 
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have  been  forgotten.  The  aim  and  end  of  all  education  is  character.  That 
is  the  problem  of  both  school  and  library,  to  teach  a  child  to  live  a  life,  not 
merely  earn  a  living. 

"Second,  the  normal  school,  which  is  the  root  of  the  whole  matter.  To 
carry  out  the  foregoing  the  public  school  teacher  must  understand.  The 
normal  library  should  contain  all  that  the  other  has,  and  more.  It  should 
have  a  model  children's  library  with  which  the  students  should  be  intelligently 
familiar.  Indiscriminate  use  of  books  has  often  been  a  ground  of  complaint 
against  teachers.  Teachers  themselves  should  have  read  and  enjoyed 
the  best  of  the  children's  classics,  and  also  books  about  children  which  will 
give  them  a  better  insight  into  childhood.  It  is  through  a  teacher's  influence 
that  the  children  should  learn  to  read  books  and  the  best  books.  Therefore 
normal  schools  should  give  place  of  importance  to  study  of  children's 
literature.  The  text  books  with  their  value  for  knowledge  and  the  general 
books  with  their  value  for  character,  also  what  constitutes  a  book,  how  it 
is  made,  the  paper,  cover,  title  pages,  indexes,  etc.  should  be  studied  and 
understood.  They  should  know  what  books  are  in  the  world,  how  to  procure 
them  and  use  them,  and  have  an  intelligent  care  in  choosing  friends  among 
books. 

"  Third,  the  public  library,  which  is  both  these  and  more.  It  has  a  broader, 
deeper  and  higher  extension  in  offering  to  every  man,  woman  and  child 
the  means  for  a  university  education.  The  librarian  should  be  in  close 
sympathy  with  all  the  schools;  and  it  is  well  that  the  school  libraries  should 
be  branches  of  the  public  library,  which  is  in  the  position  to  take  charge  more 
easily  of  the  necessary  routine,  mending  and  rebinding.  'This  extension  of 
school  system  at  public  expense  adds  to  the  intellectual  wealth  of  the 
community,'  says  Mr.  Dana." 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  Supt.  E.  P.  Cummings,  of  Lansing,  who 
spoke  more  on  the  general  topic  than  on  the  points  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
paper.  He  said,  "Teachers  and  librarians  play  an  important  part  in  an 
immense  work  among  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  With  these,  opportun- 
ities to  commune  with  the  best  thoughts  is  very  necessary;  and  laboratories 
of  every  kind  should  be  used  to  their  greatest  extent.  There  should  be 
intimate  connection  between  librarians  and  teachers  with  a  careful  study 
of  books.  There  are  several  methods  of  using  the  library  which  may  be 
mentioned  for  general  discussion.  First,  the  direct  use  of  the  library  itself, 
where  there  should  be  a  proper  supply  of  suitable  books,  not  only  the  best 
books,  but  books  that  will  interest  the  boys  and  girls,  and  which  will  lead 
them  up  to  better  reading.  This,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  necessary  to  any 
library,  or  the  possibilities  for  good  are  not  as  great  as  they  otherwise  would 
be.    The  books  should  be  available  on  open  shelves  if  possible- 

"  Second,  the  use  of  branch  libraries  situated  near  the  schools.  These 
books  should  be  carefully  selected  by  the  branch  librarian  who  should  keep 
in  touch  with  the  teachers."  Supt.  Cummings  then  gave  some  statistics 
in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  branch  libraries  in  Lansing.  ' 

"Third,  the  use  of  grade  libraries.  This  selection  should  be  made  with 
the  greatest  care;  different  grades  should  be  furnished  with  complete  sets. 
Teachers  must  see  that  the  books  are  discussed  by  the  pupils,"  Results 
of  tests  made  in  Lansing  on  these  grades  libraries,  were  read,  showing  clearly 
the  good  effect  the  libraries  had  had  on  the  reading  of  the  children.  Upon 
the  conclusion  of  Supt.  Cummings'  talk,  Mr,  Ranck  spoke  of  the  school  library 
plans  of  Grand  Rapids,     In  that  city  every  new  school  building  has  a  regular 
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room  set  aside  for  library  purposes  which  is  also  for  the  general  use  of  the 
neighboring  public. 

Miss  Edna  Lyman  of  Oak  Park,  III.  waa  introduced  and  read  a  paper  on 
the  "Child  and  the  Library."  She  said  in  substance.  "The  work  ia  hard 
to  define.  The  attitude  of  the  public  library  toward  the  public  has  altered 
and  it  now  makes  the  first  advances  and  has  become  an  important  factor 
ill  social  betterment.  In  the  children  too  it  inspires  a  love  for  books.  What 
we  make  the  children  love  and  desire  is  more  important  than  what  we  make 
them  learn.  First  we  must  teach  them  to  use  the  library  and  then  to  know 
and  love  the  best  books. 

"For  right  influence  of  books  there  should  be  freedom  in  their  use;  but 
the  library's  effort  is  to  take  the  middle  ground  between  allowing  a  child 
to  browse  as  it  pleases  and  dictating  every  book  to  be  read.  We  should 
have  a  wide  range  of  choice  in  realm  of  subjects  and  keep  the  standard  of 
quality  high.  One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  the  chijdren's  department  is 
the  education  and  cultivation  of  fine  tastes  and  the  fostering  of  love  of  the 
best  books.  For  this  the  library  needs  the  cooperation  of  the  home  and  the 
school.  Failure  of  parents  and  teachers  to  do  their  duty  makes  the  work 
harder  and  less  efifective;  but  compulsory  reading  does  not  give  the  same 
results  as  voluntary^  and  the  advice  should  come  from  a  comrade,  not  a 
dictator.  For  this  there  must  be  personal  contact  with  the  children  in  order 
to  gain  their  friendship.  The  librarian  must  also  know  the  characteristics 
and  qualities  of  her  books.  She  will  then  be  able  to  see  connecting  links, 
she  will  understand  what  appeals  to  a  child  in  a  certain  book  and  be  able  to 
find  the  same  quality  of  attraction  in  another  and  better  book. 

Discrimination  in  pushing  and  introducing  books  must  be  used.  For  this 
there  are  two  methods,  the  purpose  of  which  is  the  same;  the  picture  bulletin 
more  likely  to  be  bad  than  good,  and  the  story-hour.  The  story-hour  is 
comparatively  new  in  libraries  and  is  a  good  thing  if  a  good  grade  of  story- 
telling is  upheld,  drawn  from  classics  and  standard  fairy  tales.  In  the  work 
with  the  schools,  visits  should  be  made  to  the  schools,  sometimes  stories 
told  to  excite  interest,  pictures  and  supplementary  reading  should  be  sup- 
plied: and,  wherever  necessary,  the  librarian's  knowledge  of  her  books 
should  be  utilized. 

"  And  in  alt  one's  endeavor  one  has  for  satisfaction  and  reward  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  minds  one,  has  in  charge  and  the  warm  companion- 
ship of  the  children  themselves."  Miss  Lyman  interspersed  her  paper  with 
many  incidents  and  personal  experiences  that  added  greatly  to  its  interest 
and  value. 

Miss  Mary  Conover  opened  the  discussion  by  speaking  of  the  necessity 
of  teaching  the  child  reverence  for  books  as  precious  and  worthy  of  all  care. 
She  also  thought  that  librarians  were  too  impatient  with  the  child's  develop- 
ment, and  tried  to  make  him  read  what  he  could  not  yet  thoroughly  under- 
stand and  enjoy.  "A  frequent  point  of  contact  with  a  child  comes  from 
that  desire  of  a  child  to  make  and  do  things.  It  is  certainly  very  desirable 
that  such  tastes  should  be  gratified ;  and  lack  of  material  of  that  sort  for  the 
girls  has  been  a  long  felt  want.  The  power  to  use  one's  own  faculties  is 
very  necessary  to  everyone;  and  this  should  be  considered  in  all  work  with 
children.  The  atmosphere  of  good  children's  stories  is  their  most  beneficent 
quality.  Technical  workmay  be  compared  to  roadmaking;  and  the  children's 
road  should  be  kept  in  good  order,  as  it  leads  to  this  treasure  house  of  books 
where  we  give  the  best  we  can,  the  best  the  child  can  receive  and  the  best 
we  can  make  the  child  desire."  D3riziiL.;>  ^lOOQlC 
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Mr.  Gould,  of  Pinconning,  asked  Misa  Lyman  if  she  would  place  W.  J. 
Long's  books  in  the  library.  Miss  Lyman  replied,  "Yes,  not  as  science, 
but  as  literature — not  stories."  Miss  Conover  remarked  that  the  children 
cared  more  for  Seton's  books.  Mr.  Gould  answered  that  he  thought  Mr. 
Long  was  way  ahead  of  most  of  his  detractors.  Mr.  Wallace  of  Hasting 
suggested  that  the  grade  libraries  sent  to  the  schools  be  offered  in  sets  that 
there  might  be  enough,  also  that  there  were  usually  not  enough  books  for 
reference  use  among  them.  Miss  Quigley  of  Grand  Rapids  asked  Miss 
Lyman  if  she  approved  of  admitting  grown  people  to  the  story-hour.  Miss 
Lyman  answered  that  she  thought  it  a  mistake  to  admit  grown  people  to 
the  story-houra,  that  it  changed  the  atmosphere  and  did  away  with  the 
factor  of  companionship. 

Mr.  Ranck,  in  a  happy  little  speech  acknowledged  Mr.  Dewey's  many 
services  to  the  libraries  of  the  country,  introduced  turn  as  the  next  speaker. 
Mr.  Dewey  said: 

"This  is  the  day  of  greater  libraries.  A  generation  ago,  the  reference 
librarian,  the  catalog,  the  children's  room,  pictures,  work  with  the  schools, 
were  looked  at  askance.  Still  with  all  these  there  are  a  few  movements, 
tendencies  we  should  watch  and  anticipate.  First,  care  for  the  rural  popula- 
tion. They  need  and  can  do  most  with  good  reading;  and  yet,  less  than 
one  percent  of  library  gifts  went  to  the  rural  parts  of  the  country.  The 
world  is  learning  the  desirability  of  getting  closer  to  the  soil.  City  life  has 
become  more  dangerous,  business  transactions  keep  up  too  swift  a  pace. 
People  under  the  strain  of  our  modem  life  are  buying  farms  and  placing 
their  homes  outside  of  the  cities.  The  rural  free  delivery,  the  telephone, 
the  trolley,  the  traveling  library  all  help  to  make  such  residence  desirable. 
The  librarian  should  recognize  and  use  this  tendency."  Mr,  Dewey  sounded 
strongly  the  danger  of  overworking,  asserting  that  physical  health  was  the 
first  requisite  of  efficient  service  and  therefore  care  for  that  the  first  duty, 

"Second,  besides  this  tendency  toward  country  life  there  is  a  musical 
tendency  to  be  noted.  The  pianola  and  other  mechanical  musical  instruments 
make  it  possible  for  all  to  hear  and  enjoy  the  best  musical  compositions. 
To  supply  these  is  as  much  in  the  province  of  the  public  library  as  the  picture 
work  now  being  done  and  is  as  greatly  needed.  Many  persons  think  that 
they  appreciate  music  when  their  auditory  nerve  is  pleased  with  a  succession 
of  harmonious  sounds.  But  let  them  understand  the  spiritual  side  of  music 
and  their  pleasure  is  a  hundred  fold  greater  and  their  taste  better.  The 
average  boy  does  not  care  for  a  great  picture,  he  would  rather  hear  a  hand 
organ  than  a  Beethoven  symphony;  but  seeing  and  hearing  better  things 
he  grows  in  appreciation."  Mr.  Dewey  then  showed  a  musical  repertoire 
made  up  on  the  A,  L.  A.  catalog  plan  with  the  name  of  the  composer,  short 
biography,  list  of  works,  appreciative  and  critical  notes.  He  told  how  this 
might  be  used  in  preparation  for  concerts  and  for  reminiscence  afterwards 
if  the  music  could  be  easily  procured  at  such  a  place  as  the  public  library." 
It  is  a  whole  world  to  annex  and  comes  within  our  province  just  as  properly 
as  pictures,  novels  and  poetn,'. 

"Third,  there  is  the  new  movement  for  home  economics.  This  does  not 
mean  food,  shelter,  but  a  scientific  study  of  the  home.  Most  universities 
have  made  appropriations  for  this  science,  and  have  established  chairs; 
the  movement  is  growing.  The  home  has  a  vital  connection  with  the  library 
in  recreation,  in  education,  with  books  and  pictures  and  music,  therefore 
the  library  should  be  prepared  for  this  new  movement." 

Mr.  Dewey  made  several  other  general  suggestions,  speaking  of  the  desira- 
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bility  of  young  readers  keeping  an  outline  of  books  read,  also  prising  the 
book  mark  idea,  the  bookmark  to  contain  apt  quotations.  In  regard  to  the 
work  with  the  schools  he  considered  that  the  two  should  work  together 
but  never  under  the  same  administration;  as,  to  do  effective  work,  each  must 
consider  itself  the  more  important.  "The  library  and  the  school  then  should 
be  two  organisations,  under  two  boards,  each  deserving  public  support, 
uniting  in  the  work  of  education  and  each  year  coming  nearer  to  their  ideals. 
All  cannot  be  accomplished  at  once  but  when  the  right  moment  comes  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  it.  The  man  or  woman  who  cannot  see  far  ahead 
is  not  safe  for  a  leader." 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  a  number  of  children  were  brought  up 
from  the  children's  room  and  Miss  Lyman  told  them  a  Robin  Hood  story 
that  received  much  appreciation  from  the  adult  part  of  her  audience  as  well 
as  being  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  younger  ones. 

This  closed  the  session  of  the  Library  Section. 

Eliza  E.  Townsbnd, 

Secretary. 


THE  CHILD  AND  THE  LIBRARY. 

Paper  Read  Before  the  Library  Section  of  the  M.  S.  T.  A.  bt  Miss 
Edna  Lyman,  Oak  Park,  III. 

"Could  I  but  n-rite  the  things  I  see, 
My  world  would  haste  to  gaze  with  me." 

So  must  one  ever  feel  who  tries  to  say,  in  few  or  many  words,  what  the 
librarian's  work  with  children  attempts  to  be,  or  really  is. 

If  you  could  but  take  your  place  behind  the  desk  where  she  sits,  and  look 
and  listen,  it  would  afford  an  idea,  a  far  clearer  idea,  than  any  words  can  do, 
what  children's  work  in  a  library  means  to  a  community. 

Whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary  by  an  occasional  adverse  critic, 
it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  public  library  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
social  betterment  of  town  and  country  life,  that  it  is  doing  a  work  which 
is  not  covered  by  any  other  institution,  and  that,  in  spite  of  some  undesirable 
features,  its  influence  is,  in  the  main,  helpful  and  uplifting. 

Its  attitude  toward  the  public  has  materially  altered  in  the  last  half  century ; 
it  no  longer  waits  for  them  to  come  to  it,  but  it  makes  the  first  advances, 
and  goes  out  to  attract  and  urge  attention  to  all  it  has  to  offer.  No  sooner 
was  such  a  spirit  adopted  as  the  policy  best  fitted  to  reach  the  desired  ends, 
than  the  leaders  in  the  movement  recognized  the  desirability,  not  only  of 
making  advances  to  the  mature  mind,  but  they  also  realized  that  there  was 
no  place  where  the  problems  of  inspiring  a  love  of  reading,  and  cultivating 
a  taste  for  books  really  worth  while  could  be  so  well  solved  as  among  children. 

We  cannot  begin  with  the  grandfathers  no  matter  how  desirable  it  would 
be;  the  grandfathers  seem  impossible  where  it  is  a  case  of  training,  so  we 
must  turn  once  more  to  the  children. 

Every  children's  librarian  who  is  worthy  of  the  name  holds  the  following 
quotation,  at  least  in«pirit,  as  the  foundation  of  her  librarian's  code;  first 

"He  who  helps  a  child,  helps  humanity  with  a  distinctness,  with  anim- 


126  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  UBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

mediateneas,  which  no  other  help  given  to  human  creatures  in  any  other 
stage  of  their  human  life  can  possibly  give  again; "  and  second 

"What  we  make  children  love  and  desire  is  more  important  than  what 
we  make  them  learn." 

There  are  two  djstinct  aims  of  the  children's  work;  consequently,  two 
distinct  lines  of  work  which  the  librarian  attempts.  The  first  aim  is  to 
prepare  the  child  to  use  the  adult  library  easily  and  well  through  his  famili- 
arity with  the  children's  department;  second,  to  so  guide  his  reading  that 
he  will  learn  to  know  and  love  the  best  books. 

One  has  only  to  look  back  into  his  own  experience  to  realize  how  much 
dread  and  uncertainty  fills  even  the  average  intelligent  person  at  the  thought 
of  using  the  public  library.  It  is  all  a  maze,  the  catalog  is  a  white  elephant> 
the  books  difBcutt  of  access,  and  the  red  tape  visible  everywhere  seemingly 
intended  to  prohibit  rather  than  encourage  the  use  of  the  books. 

This  same  feeling  is  often  in  the  mind  of  the  child,  but  he  finds  it  no  stranger 
than  many  other  things  in  a  strange  world,  and  so  he  is  glad  to  leam  how 
to  get  at  the  things  he  wants  to  know.  Sometimes  these  things  are  taught 
during  visits  to  the  stihools,  sometimes  in  groups  of  children  who  come  to 
the  library,  perhaps  by  grade,  for  the  purpose  of  instruction,  often  by  in- 
dividual work  with  children  as  they  come  making  specific  request*. 

It  takes  a  child  sometime  to  leam  to  use  a  catalog,  to  find  who  wrote  a  book, 
or  what  other  books  than  the  one  he  knows  have  been  written  by  an  author, 
or  what  books  will  tell  him  about  some  given  subject;  and,  most  difficult  of 
all,  to  make  the  symbol  on  the  card  in  the  catalog  really  tell  him  where  to 
find  his  book;  but  when  these  things  are  once  learned,  the  knowledge  is  at 
his  service  through  life,  and  he  is  no  longer  helpless  and  dependent. 

No  one  so  surely  as  the  teacher  can  appreciate  how  much  easier  it  is  to 
find  a  thing  yourself  than  to  teach  the  child  to  do  it,  evwi  when  he  has  a 
clear  idea  of  what  he  wants  to  know,  yet  this  forms  a  part  of  the  librarian's 
work  with  children.  Beference  books  are  a  boon  if  one  has  them  in  command, 
otherwise  they  seem  designed  to  conceal  information,  and  it  is  no  easy  task 
to  teach  a  child  what  kind  of  facts  he  will  be  likely  to  find  in  various  books. 

May  I  say  a  word  to  you  as  teachers,  and  beg  that  when  in  the  future 
you  send  children  to  look  up  subjects,  it  is  quite  clear  to  their  minds 
what  is  wanted? 

A  child  often  requires  for  Ihe  most  general  subject,  instead  of  the  specific, 
an  English  history,  or  even  a  history  of  the  world,  where  close  questioning 
reveals  the  fact  of  his  wish  to  find  the  length  of  time  a  member  of  Parliament 
serves.  Their  ideas  seem  wonderfully  hazy  by  the  time  they  have  reached 
the  library,  and  so  one  concludes  that  often  there  was  some  of  the  same 
quality  before  they  left  the  schoolroom. 

It  is  certainly  "precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line"  in  this  matter  of 
doing  good  reference  work  with  children;  and  yet,  it  is  a  most  important 
element  in  the  training  of  these  boys  and  girls  If  they  are  to  be  intelligent 
readers  as  men  and  women. 

I  remember  early  in  my  experience  as  a  children's  librarian,  I  oA-erheard 
a  small  boy  say  at  the  main  desk  one  day,  when  I  stepped  out  of  my  room 
for  a  moment,  and  he  found  it  empty,  "The  Children's  Room  isn't  in,  is 
it?"  and  I  think  I  have  never  felt  more  subtle  flattery  than  that.  "The 
essence  of  that  remark  is  the  atmosphere  which  a  librarian  should  strive 
to  have  about  her,  the  atmosphere  of  welcome  and  hospitality,  the  guardian- 
ship merely,  not  the  ownership  of  what  belongs  to  the  children.  It  is  in 
this  atmosphere  that  we  hop>e  to  make  the  first  impression  on  the  childrem 
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A  child's  responsiveness  to  his  environment  is  like  the  sensitiveness  of 
the  pfete  of  the  camera,  and  the  atmosphere  of  beauty  is  the  ideal  for  every 
children's  room,  because  it  helps  to  awaken  the  aesthetic  nature  and  prepares 
the  way  for  the  appeal  of  the  beautiful  in  literature. 

-The  influence  of  books  has  never  been  denied,  but  almost  every  position 
has  been  held  with  regard  to  the  freedom  children  should  have  in  their  use. 
Charles  Lamb  held  that  the  child  should  be  turned  loose  to  browse  among 
books  of  all  kinds,  because  in  that  way  he  would  find  the  food  his  mind 
■  craved.  This  bxtreme  has  been  met  in  modern  days  by  the  opposite  attitude 
which  would  dictate  every  book  and  leave  the  child  no  choice.  The  only 
tenable  position  seems  the  middle  ground,  which  is  that  for  which  the  library 
strives  to  stand.  Kemembering  the  libraries  of  our  day  are  not  those  of 
Lamb's  time,  we  attempt  to  furnish  a  wide  range^for  choice  in  the  realm  of 
subjects,  but,  at  the  same  time  keep  the  standard  of  quality  so  high  that 
the  child  will  naturally  become  familiar  only  with  the  best. 

This  second  aim  of  children's  work,  to  foster  a  love  of  the  best  books, 
is  so  large  a  field  it  can  never  be  successfully  covered  without  the  active 
cooperation  of  home  and  school.  The  failure  to  find  this  spirit  of  helpful 
interest  and  sym[>athy  in  many  homes -and  schools,  has  made  the  work 
much  harder  and  less  effective,  but  we  must  take  things  as  they  are  and 
rouse  the  latent  interest  wherever  it  is  possible. 

Compulsory  reading  can  never  bring  the  results  that  voluntary  reading 
will,  and  there  lies  the  great  opportunity  of  the  librarian  who  must  become 
the  child's  friend,  then  her  suggestions  are  the  suggestions  of  a  comrade, 
not  of  a  dictator.  The  feature  of  personal  contact  with  the  children  is  the 
one  which  is  of  most  importance,  for  no  child  brooks  interference  from  an 
outsider,  but  the  friendship  of  an  older  person  may  be  the  medium  through 
which  he  becomes  acquainted  with  great  riches  and  unknown  treasures. 

The  books  are  the  librarian's  tools,  and  she  must  know  them,  every  one, 
backward  and  forward,  so  they  are  familiar  friends  whose  charms  she  can 
readily  make  known. 

The  child's  first  question,  "What  is  it  about?"  must  be  met  by  no  vague 
answer,  or  generalization.  She  must  have  the  story,  or  some  characteristic 
incident,  at  her  tongue's  end,  for  only  in  that  way  can  she  make  any  book 
attractive  and  worth  reading.  She  must  know  the  characteristics  of  the 
books,  so  that  she  will  recognize  what  quality  it  is  which  has  appealed  in  a 
given  book,  and  be  able  to  furnish  another  of  like  charm. 

When  the  child  has  been  over  reading  along  a  certain  line,  she  must  be 
able  to  find  the  connecting  link  between  that  line  and  some  other  of  more 
depth  or  breadth,  on  which  to  set  him  exploring.  Perhaps  it  is  the  endless 
cry  for  adventure  from  the  boy,  then  there  is  her  opportunity  to  open  up 
the  adventures  of  the  real  pioneers  as  well  as  those  he  would  be  more  likely 
to  find  for  himself  in  storyland. 

Perhaps  the  girl  longs  for  a  love  stor>',  and  she  can  open  to  her  the  love 
stories  of  some  of  Shakespeare's  heroines  if  she  knows  her  Shakespeare,  or 
Lamb's  Tales  sufficiently  to  make  them  really  live.  It  is  never  the  idea 
to  impose  her  personal  taste  upon  the  child,  only  to  0[>en  to  him  the  possi- 
bilities which  lie  within  the  covers  of  these  books. 

Children  are  far  more  discriminating  than  we  sometimes  think,  as  I  was 
made  to  realize  by  a  boy  who  asked  me  for  a  story  of  Robin  Hood.  My 
first  thought,  naturally,  was  of  Howard  Pyle's  delightful  version,  but  as 
that  was  not  in,  I  suggested  a  version  of  the  ballads  done  in  proee  by  Eva 
Tappan.    He  looked  at  it  for  a  moment,  then  shook  his  head,  "No,"  he 
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said,  "I  want  the  one  about  the'real  man."  There  is  exactly  that  difference 
between  the  books,  and  he  waa  quick  to  feel  the  artificial  in  the  one,  the 
reality  of  the  other. 

A  knowledge  of  the  development  of  the  child's  mental  life  is  as  necessary 
to  the  librarian,  as  to  the  teacher,  for  without  it  her  recommendations  will 
be  made  at  random  with  no  definite  purpose,  and  the  good  seed  thus  sown 
will  fall  on  ground  unprepared  for  its  maturing.  It  makes  comparatively 
little  difference  whether  the  mature  mind  finds  a  given  book  of  verse  this 
year  or  next,  except,  perhaps,  a  delayed  inspiration,  but  the  child  who  is 
ready  for  certain  fairy  tales,  or  hero  stories,  and  is  deprived  of  them  can 
never  quite  make  up  the  loss.  There  is  a  high-tide  for  the  appeal  of  every 
book,  and  it  is  the  librarian's  business  to  bring  the  child  and  the  book  together 
at  just  this  time.  There  is  one  objection  to  so  many  of  the  edited  classics 
for  children,  they  are  prepared  for  children  not  really  ready  for  the  original, 
and  much  of  the  strength  and  vitality  is  lost  in  the  doing,  when,  if  we  would 
curb  our  eagerness  and  wait  the  ideal  time  for  presentation,  no  phase  of 
infiuence  would  be  lost. 

Here  lies  such  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  teacher  to  help  in  this  great 
work,  for  the  child  is  ever  ready  to  listen  if  some  one  will  only  read,  and  he 
will  eagerly  accept  something  so  selected,  which  he  would  never  choose  for 
himself.  There  is  no  need  to  inspire  children  to  read  The  Wizard  of  Oz 
because  they  have  it  fairly  thrust  upon  them,  but  they  may  never  find  the 

Byous  nonsense  of  Edward  Lear,  the  charm  of  The  Garden  Behind  the 
oon,  or  learn  to  know  the  noble  knights  of  Arthur's  Round  Table  unless 
some  one  introduces  them. 

It  is  this  introduction  which  the  librarian  studies  in  every  way  to  accom- 
plish. Sometimes  she  lures  the  unwary  with  an  appeal  to  the  eye  and  a 
picture  bulletin  appears  which  suggests  new  books  to  read,  or  makes  an  old 
one  a  source  of  curiosity  by  some  welt  selected  quotation,  or  invites  a  trial 
of  some  hitherto  undiscovered  country.  If  the  bulletin  is  properly  handled 
it  will  delight  the  eye  as  well  as  prove  an  incentive  to  read,  and  give  something 
to  the  child  who  never  goes  beyond  it. 

Another  method  which  some  librarians  have  adopted  to  reach  the  children 
is  the  story-hour.  This  is  differently  developed  according  to  the  resources 
at  command,  but  the  purpose  is  practically  the  same  to  make  the  book 
give  up  its  treasures  in  such  a  way  that  they  are  the  joy  all  real  books  should 
be.  Sometimes  the  children  are  gathered  together  and  some  one  reads  to 
■  them;  sometimes  there  are  story-groups  and  a  story-teller  makes  more  real 
the  tales  of  long  ago.  I  am  surprised  that  we  have  been  content  to  do  so 
Uttle  with  poetry,  either  in  the  library  or  in  the  schools.  We  are  more  genei^ 
ous  with  the  little  children,  but  later  we  let  our  efforts  lapse  and  then  wonder 
why  it  is  children  are  so  indifferent  to  poetic  form. 

One  is  reminded  of  the  girl  who  waa  asked  if  she  liked  poetry,  "No," 
she  said,  "It  is  so  stupid."  When  some  one  read  her  the  Forsaken  Merman 
she  was  delighted,  and  when  reminded  that  she  did  not  care  for  poetry  she 
said,  "I  don't,  but  that  is  not  poetry,  its  interesting." 

We  have  failed  to  keep  the  child  in  touch  with  what  he  considers  interest- 
ing, and  appalled  by  the  poetic  form,  he  misses  all  the  joy  of  ballad  and 
heroic  tale  in  verse,  which  are  often  so  full  of  the  fire  and  action  which  he 
dearly  loves.  In  school  we  parse  jind  analyse  all  the  beauty  out  of  the  stray 
poems  we  may  come  across,  and  there  seems  no  chance  to  read  poetry  for 
the  joy  it  gives.  Such  an  opportunity  is  afforded  by  the  story  hour  and 
time  may  prove  we  have  not  been  unappreciative  of  it.  (     ruiolp 
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All  who  have  been  in  a  position  to  watch  results,  are  more  than  interested 
in  what  story  telling  is  accomplishing.  It  is  new  as  applied  to  librerians. 
but  as  an  educational  force  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  The  increase  in 
the  circulation  of  the  classics  and  the  standard  fairy  tales  where  story  telling 
has  been  devoted  to  these  subjects  shows  what  may  be  done  if  the  work 
is  well  handled.  A  poor  grade  of  story  telling,  either  in  school  or  library, 
will  soon  result  in  a  reaction  and  a  lost  opportunity. 

Not  the  least  of  what  the  librarian  does  for  the  children  lies  along  the  line 
of  her  school  work.  This  includes,  in  a  properly  organized  library,  visits 
to  the  schools  and  talks  to  the  children  about  the  library  and  the  books, 
sometimes  story  telling  systematically  done  to  open  up  the  resources  of 
libraries  of  books  sent  to  the  school  rooms  for  use  there,  or  for  home  circula- 
tion, as  may  seem  best  in  a  given  community,  and  last  but  not  least,  the  hold 
upon  the  children  through  their  teachers.  This  means  that  the  librarian 
must  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  schools, 
and  be  able  to  make  useful  suggestions  for  supplementary  reading,  books 
to  be  read  to  the  children,  and  books  and  pictures  which  will  be  helpful 
both  to  the  teacher  and  the  pupils.  This  phase  of  library  work  is  very 
important,  Iwcause,  through  it,  the  librarian  multiplies  efforts  through 
every  teacher  and  exerts  an  influence  as  she  touches  and  influences  the  thought 
of  the  teacher. 

One  who  looks  on  as  an  observer  can  hardly  realize  the  attention  to  detail, 
the  technical  skill,  the  power  of  disciphne  which  are  necessary  adjuncts 
to  the  qualifications  already  mentioned,  as  elements  of  successful  library 
work  for  children.  But  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  work  is  never  done,  and 
sometimes  oppresses  one  with  its  greatness,  there  are  infinite  compensations 
in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  minds  one  has  in  charge,  and  the 
warm  friendship  and  companionship  of  the   children. 

Jliss  Lymans'  paper  was  discussed  by  Miss  Marj'  Conover,  Children's 
Librarian,  Detroit  Public  Library. 

Miss  Conover:  The  subject,  "The  Child  and  the  Library,"  has  been  pre- 
sented so  broadly  and  comprehensively  and  with  such  admirable  expression 
that  I  hesitate  to  add  anything  to  what  has  already  been  so  well  said. 
To  the  children's  librarian  there  is  always  a  welling  up  of  the  perennial 
spring  of  interest  when  the  relation  of  the  child  and  the  library  is  under 
discussion.  The  opportunity  to  tell  of  her  aspirations  which  bear  her  along 
over  obstacles  and  discouragements,  and  the  plans  and  methods  of  her  work, 
in  a  sympathetic  atmosphere  is  heartily  embraced. 

The  opportunity  offered  by  the  library  to  the  children  becomes  the  teacher's 
responsibility;  to  help  them  realize  this,  and  in  some  degree  to  meet  it,  is 
one  of  the  librarian's  duties.  The  sense  of  stewardship — on  both  sides — 
(heir  being  common  custodians  of  treasure  is  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  offices  of  the  hbrary  toward  the  child  should  be  based. 

We  all  remember  no  doubt,  certain  ceremonies  of  hand  washing  and  good 
Ijehavior  which  earned  the  right  in  our  childhood  to  look  at  certain  valued 
pictures,  to  handle  and  to  read  books  prized  by  our  childish  taste,  and  thus 
we  grew  to  hold  the  books  themselves  in  great  esteem,  precious,  worthy  of 
all  care.  Many  of  the  children  who  come  to  the  library  have  no  such  early 
training  and  without  something  of  the  kind,  the  reverence  for  books,  which 
is  part  of  our  heritage  will  never  be  theirs.  Lacking  this  reverence  books 
will  not  Ije  the  means  of  culture  they  might  have  been.  In  a  true  sense 
the  opening  of  books,  which  are  books,  admits  one  to  consecrated  ground. 
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Clean  hands,  quiet  demeanor,  careful  handling  are  essential  to  the  proper 
relation  of  the  child  and  the  library. 

It  is  difficult  to  instil  this  wholesome  regard  for  books  from  the  very  first, 
when  you  begin  with  children  too  young  to  read  anything  but  pictures  or 
the  verj-  easiest  words.  We  are  obliged  to  put  picture  books  and  easy 
reading  where  little  ones  can  help  themselves,  and  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  supervise  the  handling  of  each  book  nith  the  resources  at  our  command. 
Yet  so  important  is  the  training  that  we  feel  the  younger  it  is  begun  the  better. 
In  helping  children  to  acquire  this  reverential  attitude  of  mind  toward  the 
printed  work  of  the  intellect  we  are,  indeed,  helping  humanity. 

The  library  is  truly  a  handmaid  of  the  schools,  but  its  work  is  quite  dis- 
tinctive and  not  simply  supplementary.  Teachers  are  prone  to  for^t 
this,  especially  since  they  have  labored  so  strenuously  to  correlate  studies 
into  one  harmonious  scheme,  as  a  teacher,  fresh  from  an  eastern  school  said 
to  me,  "There  is  a  reaction;  the  books  that  are  recommended  for  out  of 
school  reading  are  several  grades  behind  those  used  for  reading  in  schools." 
They  are  then  coming  to  realize  that  "What  we  make  children  love  and 
desire  is  more  important  than  what  we  make  them  learn,"  We  are  too 
impatient  with  the  slow  development  of  children's  tastes;  we  rilust  allow 
them  to  think  as  children,  to  apprehend  as  children  until  they  grow  normally 
into  maturity. 

Fairy  tales  have  their  place,  many  of  the  animal  stories  might  be  classed 
in  a  similar  category  as  well  as  the  myths  and  legends,  and  the  highest  ethical 
ideals  may  be  set  forth  in  stories  of  the  heroes  of  the  old  time.  As  to  the 
influence  of  fairy  tales  I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  announcement 
of  a  book  published  by  Harper  Brothers,  a  volume  of  favorite  fairy  tales, 
the  childhood  choice  of  representative  men  and  women.  Extracts  from 
the  letters  expressing  their  various  preferences  are  interesting  reading.  Mr. 
Grover  Cleveland  had  few  fairy  tales  or  none  in  his  childhood,  but  peeped 
into  fairyland  with  his  children;  Mr.  John  Burroughs  read  no  fairy  tales 
until  passed  middle  life.  He  enjoyed  Andersen  n-ith  his  children.  Perhaps 
if  otherwise  he  woukl  not  have  found  the  point  of  view  of  Mr.  Long  and 
Thompson-Seton  so  impossible.  President  Woodrow  Wilson  liked  thera 
alt,  being  a  voracious  reader  of  fairy  tales.  Was  there  a  foreshadowing 
of  the  future  in  Mark  Twain's  preference  for  Sinbad  the  Sailor?  These 
tales  delight  the  imagination,  give  lightness  and  glow  to  the  mind  if  not 
indulged  in  exclusively  or  in  too  large  a  measure.  I  have  sometimes  thought 
we  have  to  heed  Ibsen's  warning  sounded  in  Peer  Gynt.  The  world  of  fancy 
and  speculation  the  purely  intellectual  must  connect  with  life;  we  must 
bring  the  unusual  into  everyday  and  lift  the  ordinary  into  the  realm  of  poetry. 
In  the  life  of  a  child  every  action  and  taste,  thought  and  habit  count  largely 
in  moral  and  spiritual  growth— work  and  play  and  vagrant  fancy,  these  are 
all  important.  If  the  librarian  can  become  aware  of  these  as  shown  in  the 
individual  child  she  is  in  possession  of  the  opportunity  so  forcibly  dwelt 
upon  by  the  writ«r  of  the  paper  just  listened  to.  The  point  of  contact  often 
comes  through  the  desire  of  the  -boy  or  girl  to  make  and  do  things.  When 
one  has  learned  that  the  treasures  of  the  world's  experience  are  at  one's 
disposal  through  the  pages  of  a  printed  book,  an  important  step  has  been 
taken  in  the  knowledge  of  what  a  library  means  to  daily  life.  One  reason 
so  many  working  men  and  women  consider  a  library  as  a  thing  entirely  apart 
from  their  interests  is  the  lack  of  any  place  where  they  feel  the  printed  page 
touches  their  own  affairs.  To  give  children  with  mechanical  tastes  a  training 
which  shall  make  them  count  the  library  their  most  useful  friend  all  their 
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days  is  most  desirable.  Our  little  collection  of  books  on  electricity,  engineer- 
ing, mech&nical  carpentry  and  experimental  science  is  quite  as  well  worn 
with  use  as  those  In  the  main  library.  Beard's  Handy  Books,  Hall's  Boy- 
Craftsman,  Scientific  American  Boy,  and  others,  which  direct  to  a  com- 
bination of  work  and  play,  have  their  own  place  in  this  training.  I  wish 
books  came  more  often  which  touch  with  girla'  lives  and  duties,  with  the 
same  illuminating  contact.  Some  tendency  I  have  observed  to  foreake 
the  perpetual  story  is  the  occasional  demand  for  Mrs.  Burrell's  admirable 
little  books  on  cooking  and  housekeeping,  books  on  cats,  Miss  Beard's  Hand 
Books  on  Music  and  Art,  surely  indicating  a  wholesome  movement  toward 
growth.  The  new  methods  of  studying  geography  and  history  constantly 
make  new  openings  for  helping  children  in  the  library,  from  the  kindertot 
who  hears  about  the  Seven  Little  Sisters,  to  the  older  boys  and  girla  looking 
into  the  laws  which  govern  the  world's  markets  and  the  reasons  for  the 
particular  development  of  nations  and  races.  When  a  girl  finds  out,  as 
Carpenter's  Industrial  Reader  suggested  to  me  she  might,  that  food  does 
not  mean  simply  bread  and  coffee  or  pork  chops  and  potatoes,  representing 
the  drudgery  of  daily  life,  but  is  connected  with  history  and  geography, 
health  and  happiness,  the  well  ordered  lives  of  the  favored,  in  short,  has  to 
do  with  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  civilization,  it  will  become  a  broadening 
influence  in  her  life  instead  of  a  narrowing  one,  an  interest  that  requires 
something  beyond  a  cookery  books  to  satisfy, 

The  name  Industrial  Reader  marks  advance  in  the  effort  to  connect  the 
library  with  daily  life;  as  long  as  the  world  stands  the  workers  wit)  largely 
constitute  the  army  of  occupation  in  the  battle  for  higher  civilization.  The 
boys  and  the  girls  of  today  will  soon  be  in  the  front  rank,  their  work  we  use 
as  a  point  of  contact  from  which  to  lead  on  to  the  world's  vast  heritage 
of  intellectual  treasure.  It  is  our  part  to  provide  for  the  interest  awakened 
in  certain  subjects  by  the  school,  but  it  is  an  even  more  imperative  duty 
to  anticipate  and  be  ready  for  help  along  the  lines  into  which  these  widen. 
If  boys  were  more  self  conscious  it  might  afford  them  some  amusement  to 
see  the  school  teacher  diligently  searching  for  stories  of  cowboys,  ranch  life 
and  pioneer  days  to  recommend  for  supplementary  reading,  asking  lists  of 
stories  to  give  atmosphere  to  what  is  taught  about  foreign  lands  and  different 
localities  in  our  own  country.  Teachers  often  ask  for  stories  of  endeavor 
to  read  aloud,  and  if  the  boys  and  girls  overheard  the  request  they  must 
have  felt  that  their  love  for  Alger  Books  was  receiving  some  justification. 
There  is  also  a  turning  back  to  the  story  with  a  moral. 

The  atmosphere  of  children's  stories  is  their  most  lx!neficent  quality  aside 
from  the  enjoyment  they  afford.  When  I  hand  Miss  Alcott's,  Miss  Richards' 
Miss  Leonard's  books  to  girla  I  feel  a  distinct  glow  of  pleasure  that  I  am 
able  to  introduce  them  to  such  wholesome  friends  and  give  them  intimate 
glimpses  of  delightful  homes  with  high  ideals  and  sweet  courtesies  of  domestic 
life.  In  a  recent  editorial  in  the  Library  Journal  all  the  technical  part  of 
library  work  was  spoken  of  as  "road  making."  The  conceit  is  a  pleasing 
one,  especially  when  it  is  asserted  that  the  library  furnishes  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  royal  road  to  learning.  The  roads  for  little  ones  to  travel  should 
be  kept  in  especially  good  order  and  no  provision  is  too  small  and  none  to 
great  to  receive  attention,  which  makes  the  way  to  knowledge  easy.  The 
use  of  bulletins,  stories,  pictures,  card  catalogs,  special  iibts  of  books  may 
all  be  regarded  as  road  making.  A  road  presupposes  a  destination  and  our 
road  80  thoroughly  laid  and  carefully  kept  leads  to  the  treasure  house  of 
books.     Contemplating  this  end  we  are  more  than  ever  detemuned  tltut  Ihe 
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library  must  ^ve  the  child  the  best  it  has,  the  best  it  can  get,  the  l>est  the 
child  can  retain,  the  best  we  can  make  him  desire. 


EDWARD  P.  CUMMINGS. 

The  Place  of  the  Libkarv  m  School  Plans. 

Discussion  at  M.  S.  T.  A.,  October  25,  1907,  of  Miss  M.  E.  Ahern's  paper, 
a  synopsis  of  which  is  included  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Library 
Section, 

Summary. 

Discussions  of  "papers"  now-a-days  have  come  to  be  rather  discussions 
of  subjects.  I  shall  attempt  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the  mwn  features 
of  the  subject  moie  than  to  any  of  the  particular  phases  of  the  excellent 
paper  we  have  just  heard. 

An  understanding  of  the  library's  place  in  school  plans  involves  the  in- 
formation fundamental  to  ail  ethical  an<l  pedagogical  discussion.  Life 
is  more  than  a  mere  struggle  for  existance.  It  involves  a  development  of 
the  human  pos.sibiIities.  and  whatever  contributes  to  that  end  legitimately 
may  be  given  a  place  in  educational  plans. 

There  is  no  more  melancholy  sight  than  that  of  misused  or  unused  talents, 
apparatus,  or  equipment.  A  laboratory  not  giving  to  its  students  the  full 
benefit  of  its  expensive  equipment,  or  a  library  failing  to  do  all  the  missionary 
work  within  its  power  is  to  be  deplored. 

.Since  J879,  when  S.  S.  Green,  public  librarian  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  first 
hnked  public  schools  and  public  libraries,  the  best  practices  of  today  have 
arisen.     Among  these  practices,  we  may  note: 

1.  Intimate  conference  between  hbrarians  and  teachers. 

2.  Teachers  accorded  utmost  facilities  of  the  library. 

3.  Careful  study  of  such  books  as  properly  supplement  school  instruction 
and  also  supply  proper  amusement. 

4.  The  old  time  typical  "Sunday  School  book,"  painful  in  its  morality(?), 
.superseded  by  literature  nearer  the  truth. 

Methods  of  Using  Libraries  in  School  Plans. 

1.  Direct  application  at  the  public  librarj'. 

2.  Branch  librariei:-. 

3.  Grade  libraries. 

Direct  Application  at  the  Public  Library. 

1.  As  circulating  library. 

a.  Air  of  welcome  and  willing  assistance. 

b.  Proper  .supply  of  suitable  books  for  both  instruction  and  entertain-  ■ 

ment. 
c  Availability  of  such  books  without  too  much  red  tape. 

2,  As  reference  and  reading  library. 
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Branch  lAbrariea. 

1.  Careful  selection  of  locality. 

2.  Proper  selection  of  books, 

3.  Careful  supervision  of  the  work  and  room. 

4.  Story  hour. 

5.  Local  plan  and  results  for  one  year. 

Grade  Libraries. 

1.  Careful  selection  of  suitable  books. 

2.  Sufficient  number  of  complete  sets. 

3.  Proper  reports  and  discussion  of  books  read  by  pupils. 

4.  Our  method. 

a.  Sets  of  ten  or  fifteen  copies  of  same  book  sent  to  each  grade  above 

third,  about  once  each  month. 

b.  Reading  not  compulsory  below  seventh  grade. 

c.  Reading  required  in  seventh  and  eighth. 

d.  Children  draw,  read  and  return  at  once  for  othere  to  »iae. 

e.  Great  interest  in  aU.  grades,  hardly  a  pupil  in  room  fails  to  read 

each  book. 

f.  Teachers  take  time  to  discuss  book  with  class  after  it  has  been  read, 

and  to  question  pupils  upon  it. 
A  careful  inquiry  was  made  into  the  results  secured  in  molding  children'^ 
literary  tastes  at  Lansing.  Such  care  was  taken  in  the  method  of  soliciting 
information  that  I  believe  It  is  reliable.  The  children  tell  us  what  they 
really  think,  not  what  they  think  the  teachers  want  them  to  think.  The 
results   of   this   investigation   follow: 

Grade  Fouh. 

Our   Grade   Library — Seven    Little   Sisters,    Grimm's   tales,   Andersen's 
tales,  Fifty  famous  stories. 


Both  Boys  arid  Girh. 

Black  Beauty,  Beautiful  Joe, 

Robinson  Crusoe,     ,  Five  Little  Peppers, 

King  Arthur,  ,  Kingsley's  Water  Babies, 

Swiss  Family  Robinson,  Children  of  all  nations. 

Boys.  Gvrla. 

Little  Lame  Prince,  Bible  (two  individuals), 

Fifty  Famous  stories,  Lovey  Mary, 

Robin  Hood,  Babes  in  Toyland, 

Jack  among  the  Indians,  Birds'  Christmas  Carol, 

Captain  January. 


Our  Grade  Library — Black  Beauty,  Water  Babies,  Little  Lame  Prince, 
Story  of  King  Arthur,  Alice  in  Wonderland,  King  of  the  Golden  River, 
one  miscellaneous  library. 
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Both  Boys  and  Girls. 

Black  Beauty,  Adventure  and  animal  stories. 

King  of  the  Golden  River. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Alice  in  Wonderland, 

Sara  Crewe, 

Lamb's  Tales  from  Shakespeare, 

Little  Lord  Fauntleroy, 

Seven  Little  Sisters, 

Captain  January, 

Widow  O'Callahan's  Boys, 

Louisa  M.  Alcott, 

Alice  in  the  Lookittg  Glass. 

King  Arthur  and  His  Court, 


Robinson  Crusoe, 
Little  Lame  Prince, 

(Several  boys  preferred  Oliver 
Ch>tic  and  Horatio  Alger.) 
Rve  Little  Peppere, 
Boys  in  Blue, 
Jungle  Book, 
Hans  Brinker, 
Three  Colonial  Boys, 
Daniel  Boone, 


Our  Grade  Library — Jackanapes,  The  Wonder  Book,  The  Story  of  a  Short 
Life,  Lamb's  Adventures  of  Ulysses,  the  Arabian  Nights,  Robin  Hood. 

FAVOBITES. 

Boys  arul  QirU. 

Robin  Hood.  Black  Beauty. 

King  Arthur  and  His  Knights. 


Robinson  Crusoe, 

Algers  Books, 

Stories  of  Adventure, 

Beautiful  Joe, 

The  Dog  Crusoe  and  His  Master, 

American  History  Stories, 

Henty. 


Girls. 

Polly  Oliver, 

Alice  in  Wonderiand, 

Little  Lame  Prince, 

Prince  and  Pauper, 

Little  Women, 

Little  Colonial  Series, 

Hans  Brinker, 

Little  Lord  Fauntleroy, 

King  of  the  Golden  River. 


Our  Grade  Library — Blaisdell's  Stories  from  English  History,  Rab  and 
his  friends.  Lamb's  Tales  from  Shakespeare,  Lives  and  Stories  Worth  Re- 
membering, Hans  Brinker. 

FAVORITES. 

Botk  Boys  and  GirU. 
Hans  Brinker.  Hoosier  School  Boy. 
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Boys.  Girls. 

Alger's  books,  Louisa  M.  Alcott  books. 

Henty's  Series  on  English  Wars,  Wooley's  Katydid  Book, 

Cooper's  Stories,  Five  Little  Peppers. 

Adventures,  Robin  Hood, 

Historic  stories.  Call  of  the  Wild, 

Black  Beauty, 
IJttle  Lord  Fauntleroy. 


Our  Grade  Ijbrao' — Robinson  Crusoe,  Swiss  Family  Robinson,  Bimbi 
stories,  Kingsley's  Greek  heroes,  two  miscellaneous  libraries. 

P.WORITES. 

Girla  and  Boys. 
Ivanhoe.  Recent  fiction. 

Boys.  Oirts. 

Ben  Hur,  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 

Tales  from  Shakespeare,  Louisa  M,  Alcott, 

Tom  Brown's  School  Days,  Pilgrims  Progress, 

Call  of  the  Wild,  David  Copperfield. 

Jungle  Book, 
Peck's  Bad  Boy, 
Alger's  Books, 
Travel. 

Some  Conclusions. 

1.  More  trash  found  in  seventh  and  eighth  grades  than  lower  down.  This 
is  really  encouraging,  for  these  grades  have  been  under  influence  of  the 
Grade  Library  scheme  but  two  years, 

2.  Withal,  pretty  good  selection. 

3.  Great  variety,  ranging  from  Henty,  Alger,  Oliver  Optic,  Mary  Jane 
Holmes  and  Peck's  Bad  Boy,  to  the  standard  and  approved  authors  and 
ultimately  to  Holy  Bible.  How  much  the  library  and  the  schools  are  respon- 
sible for  these  favorites  will  never  be  exactly  known,  but  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  a  great  share  of  the  credit  for  improved  literary  taste  is  due 
to  these  prominent  factors  in  the  development  of  the  child. 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COUMISSIONERS. 


UPPER  PENINSULA  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

aids  to  ubrary  work. 

Paper  Read  by  Miss  Anna  Lacbt,  Ishpemino. 

I.  Author  Pictures. 

II.  Magazine  Articles, 

in.  Special  Days. 

IV,  Lists  of  Books,  age,  locality,  nationality,  interests,  home,  ambitions. 

V.  Note  Books. 

VI.  Book  Cards. 

VII.  Poems. 

VIII.  Poem  Books. 

XI.  Love  of  Good  Books. 

Library  Reading. 

I.    Mechanical  Studies. 
II.    Culture  Studies. 

III.  Need  of  Libraries. 

IV.  Fables,  Fairy  tales,  Folk  songs,  Child  rhymes,  Lullabies,  Legends, 
Myths,  Tales  of  Chivalry,  Poetry,  Romance. 

V.  Historj',  Biography,  Science. 

VI.  Song,  Story,  Drama. 

VII.  Professional  training. 

VIII.  Children's  Literature. 

IX.  The  Presentation,  Authors. 

X.  The  Means  and  Ways. 

School  Libr.^hie8. 

The  two  fold  function  of  the  school  is  to  give  the  child  the  mechanical 
fitness  to  acquire  knowledge  and  the  spirit  of  self  development  through 
knowledge  thus  acquired.  To  acquire  this  iitness  we  have  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic  and  right  living  or  morals.  To  inspire  the  spirit. of  self  develop- 
ment, of  self  advancement,  of  self  culture,  we  have  mus|c,  drawing,  manual 
arts  and  literature.  The  library  stands  for  literature — for  the  best  literature 
— for  literature  that  elevates.  As  music  is  the  great  civilizer;  drawing 
the  great  inspirer;  and  manual  arts  the  great  developer;  so  literature,  through 
library  reading,  is  the  great  ideaiizer  influence  in  the  world,  setting  forth 
our  standards  in  all  activities  and  establishing  our  ideals. 

For  that  reason  children  should  be  surrounded  by  literature  of  the  best — 
generously  supplied  and  wisely  selected  to  suit  the  age,  the  temperament, 
the  environment,  the  ambitions,  and  the  necessities  of  the  individual.  This 
is  not  an  easy  task  nor  is  it  always  possible  financially.  All  literature  placed 
before  children  should  represent  the  various  stages  of  development  in  the 
human  race.  For  this  reason  all  libraries — large  or  small — or  for  more  class 
room  work  should  have  the  following: 

Fables,  tairy  tales,  folk  songs,  lullabies,  legends,  tales  of  chivalry,  my^lu. 
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poetry,  and  romance,  and  may  contain  history,  biography,  travel,  adventure, 
invention,  natural  science,  useful  arts,  fine  arts,  fiction.  Only  the  best 
should  be  put  before  thb  child,  or  given  to  him  through  song,  story,  or  drama- 
tization. Songs  should  be  of  the  season,  or  have  special  significance  and 
should  be  taught  expressively. 

The  dramatization  of  fairy  tales  in  the  primary  school  lays  the  foundation 
for  appreciation  of  dramatic  art  in  future  years.  The  teacher  must  enter 
into  the  spirit  and  act  the  part — small  though  it  be — if  she  wishes  to  enjoy 


The  story  must  be  well  told,  must  suit  the  time,  the  occasion,  and  the 
atmosphere  in  which  it  is  told.  It  must  be  selected  because  it  has  meaning 
and  carries  a  message  and  not  to  fill  time  or  amuse.  It  may  amuse  and 
entertain,  but  it  must  carry  some  vital  truth  to  be  worth  the  telling. 

Every  man  or  woman  who  intends  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  and 
who  hopes  for  a  fair  measure  of  success,  should  provide  himself  or  herself 
with  the  best  possible  professional  training  in  the  presentation  of  literature 
to  young  children,  and  should  acquire  an  acquaintance  with  the  best  in 
children's  literature.  We  must  read  and  know  a  book  before  we  can  safely 
recommend  it  to  a  child.  We  should  not  recommend  the  story  that  we  have 
not  read,  nor  that  has  ^iled  to  interest  us. 

In  the  kindergarten,  first,  second  and  third  grades,  all  the  work  is  done 
by  the  teacher.  The  child  memorizes,  dramatizes,  vocalizes.  In  the  third 
and  on  through  the  grades  the  child  is  able  to  read  and  to  secure  for  himself 
the  story  from  the  printed  page.  The  teacher  now  becomes  the  directing 
power.  It  is  essential  that  she  directs  the  child  to  read  by  authors  and  not 
belter  skelter,  hit  or  miss.  And  the  author  must  be  a  real,  living,  throbbing 
personality.  Must  be  introduced  to  the  child,  and  made  acquainted  much 
as  we  do  in  the  social  world.  This  may  be  done  easily  and  pleasantly  through 
portraits  of  the  author  secured  from  the  many  excellent  "author  catalogues" 
sent  out  by  Houghton  Mifflin,  Century,  Ginn  &  Co.,  Appletons,  Harpei«, 
Dodd,  Mead  and  others;  also  Perry  Picture  Co.  and  Brown  Rcture  Co, 
Magazine  articles  may  be  cut  and  mounted  on  boards  and  placed  where  the 
child  can  see  at  all  times.  Special  days  may  be  set  for  the  consideration 
of  all  matters  relating  to  an  author,  and  a  special  place  in  the  room  for  all 
pictures,  books,  etc.  An  author  bulletin  may  be  made  containing  a  picture, 
home,  study,  favorite  haunts,  and  a  well  printed  list  of  the  authors  best  stories. 
This  if  placed  in  a  conspicuous  place  for  a  few  days  will  fix  in  the  child's 
mind  the  important  facts  about  the  author,  his  books,  and  what  is  very 
desirable,  his  appearance.  Children  should  ear^y  learn  to  recognize  the  well 
known  writers  from  their  pict\ires  and  thus  become  personally  acquainted. 
Every  child  enjoys  tangible  form  to  work  performed.  He  enjoys  a  written 
spelling  lesson  better  than  an  oral  one.  Hence  while  he  is  acquiring  the 
library  habit,  he  should  be  directed  to  keep  a  list  of  books  read  and  books  to 
be  read.  This  can  easily  be  done  because  children  like  to  do  as  "grown 
ups  "  and  take  readily  and  delightedly  to  the  suggestion  of  small  note  books 
two  inches  by  three  inches  which  can  be  carried  in  the  coat  pocket.  In 
the  note  book  may  be  written  the  list  of  desirable  books.  This  list  should 
not  be  too  long — not  more,  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  books.  As'  each 
title  and  author — always  the  author — is  written,  something  of  interest  con- 
cerning the  story  or  the  author  should  be  told.  If  time  permits  a  general 
outline  of  the  story  may  be  given — always  give  an  incident  which  appeals 
to  the  child,  which  enlists  his  sympathies,  and  arouses  his  curiosity,  then 
it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  and  getting  the  book  when  he  will  read  the  story 
18 
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for  himself.  In  giving  the  list  of  books,  have  the  kind  of  stories  well 
balanced;  stories  for  boys,  for  girls,  of  animals,  hoise,  dog,  of  children,  of 
adventure,  of  invention,  of  romance,  of  the  sea,  of  war,  of  modem  times, 
of  ancient  times,  of  national  heroes,  of  travel.  When  the  book  is  read, 
time  may  not  permit  an  oral  review  of  it  from  the  child,  but  a  concise  written 
review  may  be  made  in  the  following  book  card.  This  also  serves  as  a 
memorandum  for  the  teacher. 


B00K-C.\BD. 


Book. 


Name. . 
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Title 

Author 

Time 

Scene 

Purpose 
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Along  with  library  reading,  should  go  systematic  memorizing  of  the  beet 
poetry,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the  well  known  poets,  their  home  life, 
their  pictures,  their  wellknown  poems.  In  selecting  poems  only  those 
must  be  used  that  pert^n  to  a  special  event,  carry  a  special  message,  convey 
a  deBnite  need,  point  a  morel  lesson,  or  strike  a  tender  feeling.  Only  the 
recognized  best,  very  best  should  be  given,  time  permits  none  other.  All 
senseless  jingle  should  be  entirely  eliminated. 

.  To  give  tangible  form  to  this  work  in  poetry,  attractive  note-books,  red 
leatherette,  five  inches  by  seven  inches  or  seven  inches  by  nine  inches,  50  pages, 
ruled,  may  be  kept.  Poems  can  be  written  in  the  child's  very  beat  and  be  a 
"joy  forever." 

Stories  and  poems,  to  attract  the  child,  must  be  well  read,  with  much 
dramatic  effect,  in  excellent  voice  and  in  good  spirit,  remembering  always 
that  we  are  striving  to  instil  into  the  mind  of  the  child  a  love  of  reading, 
of  good  reading.  Arnold  says,  "Culture  is  necessary;  and  culture  is  reading, 
but  reading  with  a  purpose  to  guide  it  and  with  system.  He  does  a  good 
work  who  does  anything  to  help  this.  Indeed,  it  is  the  one  essential  service 
now  to  be  rendered  to  education," 
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SOME  PRINCIPLES  OF  SELECTION  IN  PURCHASING  BOOKS  FOR 
SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

Paper  Read  Before  the  U.  P.  E.  A.  by  Edward  L.  Parmenter,  Com- 
missioner OF  Schools  op   Dickinson  County,    Iron 
Mountain,  Mich. 

Examination  of  many  school  libraries  has  led  to  the  I)elief  that  a  large 
part  of  the  money  expended  for  this  purpose  is  wasted  by  reason  of  the  selec- 
tion of  inferior  or  unsuitable  books.  It  has  well  been  said  that,  "since  the 
child  can  read  but  one  book  in  a  thousand,  bow  important  it  is  that  the 
book  chosen  for  him  be  the  best  one  in  all  the  thousand."  Hence  the  need 
of  some  principles  of  selection  as  a  guide,  especially  for  the  inexperienced 
teacher. 

To  be  entitled  to  admission  to  a  school  library,  a  book  should  pass  three 
tests:  First,  is  it  interesting?  No  matter  how  good  it  may  be,  if  it  does 
not  appeal  to  the  child's  interest,  it  will  not  be  read  and  so  will  be  worthless. 

Second,  is  it  helpful?  With  so  great  need  of  aid  in  the  development 
of  all  sides  of  his  complex  nature,  and  with  such  a  vast  number  of  good 
books,  to  select  one  that  is  not  in  some  way  helpful  is  to  offer  s  stone  to  the 
child  who  is  asking  for  bread. 

Third,  is  it  standard?  In  other  words,  is  it  recognized  as  "worthy"  by 
those  who  are  best  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  about  it?  While  a  large 
acquaintance  with  books  for  children  is  an  important  qualification  of  a  teacher, 
it  is  plainly  impossible  for  her  to  read  the  constantly  increasing  number  and 
to  become  so  well  acquainted  with  them  as  to  enable  her  to  answer  these  three 
questions  about  any  large  proportion.  But  fortunately  we  now  have  special- 
ists in  children's  books,  trained  librarians  who  devote  their  time  exclusively 
to  this  one  department  of  library  work.  It  is  the  province  of  these  to  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  best  books  published  for  children,  and  to 
test  and  correct  their  own  impressions  by  getting  the  judgment  of  other 
specialists  and  of  teachers,  parents,  and  the  children  themselves.  And  thus 
have  been  built  up  recommended  lists  of  greater  or  less  authority. 

The  greatest  waste  in  the  use  of  the  library,  and  the  consequent  far  greater 
waste  of  time  and  opportunity  by  reason  of  reading  inferior  books,  has  been 
largely  the  result  of  failure  to  select  from  a  standard  list.  The  greatest 
step  toward  reform  on  the  part  of  superintendents  and  others  who  control 
the  situation  should  be  to  see  that  books  for  school  hbraries  are  chosen  from 
these  lists,  with  such  exceptions,  in  varying  degrees,  as  the  qualifications 
of  the  different  teachers  to  judge  in  this  matter  may  seem  to  warrant. 

The  announcements  and  catalogs  of  the  different  publishers  are  made 
so  seductive  by  illustrations,  descriptions,  etc..  that  teachere  who  would 
not  be  guided  by  such  chance  influence  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  them- 
selves, are  beguiled  into  doing  so  for  their  schools.  The  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  exhibits  of  publishers  at  association  meetings,  etc.,  may  be 
more  harmful  than  helpful  if  the  teacher  allows  herself  to  make  a  decision 
from  this  superficial  acquaintance  alone.  As  a  means,  however,  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  relative  values  of  books  on  the  recommended  lists  in 
the  matter  of  binding,  illustrations,  print,  paper  and  general  attractiveness, 
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the  interested  teacher  will  make  good  use  not  only  of  such  exhibits,  but  of 
every  opportunity  afforded  by  access  to  the  libraries  of  other  schools  and 
cities,  as  well  as  to  book  stores,  etc. 

Not  alone  the  publishers  lists  but  those  of  dealers  as  well  should  be  discarded 
as  guides  in  making  a  choice.  Especially  is  this  so  when  the  dealer  is  also 
a  publisher.  The  dealer  is  interested,  primarily,  in  selling  the  books  and 
editions  that  he  can  make  the  most  profit  on,  and  the.se  are  by  no  means 
necessarily  the  ones  that  are  the  most  profitable  for  the  school  to  buy.  The 
standard  recommended  lists  specify  editions  as  well  as  publishers  of  the 
books  listed,  and  the  teacher  in  making  up  an  order  or  list  for  estimate  should 
specify,  especially  in  the  case  of  reprints  or  non-copyrighted  books,  the 
edition  or  publisher.  There  are,  for  example,  fifty  or  more  editions  of 
RobinsoQ  Crusoe.  One  at  twenty  cents  may  be  a  poorer  investment,  even 
when  the  funds  are  very  small,  than  one  at  fifty  cents,  as  the  better  binding 
of  the  latter  may  make  the  life  of  the  book  two  or  three  times  as  long.  Besides 
this,  it  may  have  better  paper  and  illustrations,  larger  type,  and  a  more 
attractive  cover.  All  of  these  things  have  influence  in  leading  a  pupil  to  read 
a  book. 

While  a  standard  list  of  safeguards  against  poor  books,  it  allows  the  teacher 
ample  scope  for  choice  within  its  limits.  Tliis  latter  is  important,  because 
the  usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  school  depends  largely  upon  the  teacher's 
acquaintance  with  and  interest  in  it.  And  this  acquaintance  and  interest 
depend  in  large  degree  upon  her  being  allowed  a  voice  in  selecting  the  books 
for  her  grade  and  room. 

But  we  must  remember  that  "the  good  is  enemy  of  the  best."  In  propor- 
tion as  the  amount  of  money  available  for  the  purchase  of  books  is  small, 
the  need  becomes  great  for  careful  discrimination  even  among  the  recom- 
mended books.  Especially  is  this  important  when  the  lists  are  lai^.  The 
teacher  should  be  sure  that  each  book  selected  is  the  best  on  the  list  in  its 
group,  to  meet  the  needs  of  her  particular  school.  The  best  twenty  per  cent 
of  any  recommended  list  is  worth  more  than  all  the  rest.  Not  only  for  the 
sake  of  getting  for  the  children  the  largest  possible  value  in  return  for  the 
money  invested,  but  as  a  help  in  making  the  library  movement  popular  in 
the  school  and  community,  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  beginnings  of 
a  library  should  be  books  of  the  greatest  interest  and  highest  value. 

It  is  the  weakness  of  even  the  best  recommended  lists  that  they  do  not 
give  definite  enough  aid  at  this  point.  The  average  teacher  with  five  or 
ten  dollars  to  expend,  enough  to  purchase  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen  books,  is 
bewildered  among  the  hundreds  of  the  standard  lists.  The  value  of  these 
lists  to  the  smaller  schools  would  be  greatly  increased  without  any  loss  to 
the  larger  ones,  if  they  indicated  what  books  are  most  desirable  as  fiiBt  choice 
and  what  as  second  choice  for  small  libraries.  In  proportion  to  the  need, 
the  library  fund  is  generally  pitifully  small.  Since  we  cannot  double  the 
amount,  let  us  double  its  value  by  the  care  taken  in  making  selections. 

The  teacher  should  seek  the  counsel  of  those  mora  experienced  than  herself 
as  to  which  books  are  the  "craam"  of  the  recommended  list.  There  are 
few  departments  of  school  work  where  a  little  knowledge  is  so  dangerous. 
Young  teachers  with  little  or  no  experience  are  likely  to  be  most  assured 
in  their  opinions  in  this  matter. 

Fortunately  for  schools  with  short  purses,  a  good  proportion  of  the  classic 
books  of  ail  ages  and  countries,  including  American  books  on  which  the 
copyright  has  expired,  are  relatively  low  priced.  But  of  course  the  generally 
hitler  price  of  copyrighted  books  should  not  exclude  them  entirely  from 
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any  list,  however  short.  Such  books  as  the  Widow  O'Callaghan's  Boys 
and  little  Lord  Faiiiitleroy,  for  example,  should  be  among  the  first  chosen 
for  any  school  librarj. 

A  large  profwrtion  of  the  books  for  a  small  library  should  themselves 
be  small.  This  is  not  only  on  account  of  the  price,  but  because  they  appeal 
more  to  children,  to  whom  larpe  books  are  generally  formidable. 

While  the  school  library  Is  primarily  for  the  school,  an  increasing  number 
of  books,  when  the  library  fund  admit  of  it,  should  be  selected  with  reference 
to  the  home  also,  and  the  "  library  extension  "  idea  should  thus  be  developed. 
But  even  with  the  smallest  collection  this  movement  may  be  begun.  And 
once  a  beginning  made,  the  interest  aroused  uill  generally  lead  to  means  for 
the  perpetuation  and  gron'th  of  the  idea.  For  example,  the  two  books 
mentioned  above,  after  they  are  read  by  the  school,  should  be  introduced 
into  every  home  where  the  teacher  can  secure  an  invitation  for  a  visit  from 
them.  And  the  teacher  who  really  appreciates  the  value  of  the  opportunity 
win  succeed  in  finding  a  way  of  making  them  welcome.  How  many  homes 
might  take  the  first  step  toward  regeneration  if  the  father  and  mother  would 
read  even  these  two  books!  How  many  mothers  would  be  led  to  do  some 
profitable  thinking  by  reading,  as  if  the  secret  to  the  character  of  Little 
Lord  Fauntleroy  were  that  "he  never  heard  an  unkind  oranuncourteous  word 
in  his  home."  How  many  boys  who  are  nagged  and  scolded  into  hating 
home  and  sometimes  running  away  from  it,  might  find  life  made  worth 
living  by  the  mother's  reading  how  the  Widow  O'Callaghan  managed  her 
seven  boys  and  reared  them  to  success  in  life  through  the  recognition  of  the 
great  principle  that  an  ounce  of  praise  and  encouragement  are  worth  an 
infinite  amount  of  scolding,  in  the  management  of  a  child ;  yes,  and  of  a 
grown  person,  tool 

Among  the  standard  lists  for  schools,  issued  by  several  states,  that  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  of  W'isconsin  is  most  highly  recom- 
mended in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion. This  list  can  be  had  free  by  addressing  the  State  Superintendent, 
Madison,  Wis,  An  experience  of  several  years  in  its  use,  in  comparison 
with  other  lists,  confirms  the  above  recommendation.  It  would  be  more 
useful  to  the  average  teacher  if  some  competent  person  would  indicate  the 
best  twenty-five  books  by  the  figure  1  placed  Ijefore  each  title;  the  next 
best  twenty-five  by  the  figure  2,  etc.  In  this  way,  more  definite  assistance 
may  be  given  in  purchasing  any  number  up  to  one  or  two  hundred  or  more. 
In  general,  the  aid  thus  extended  should  be  offered  as  a  recommendation 
rather  than  imposed  ns  a  command,  of  course. 

Not  only  should  a  large  share  of  the  books  be  related  to  the  school  studies, 
such  as  history,  biography,  geography,  science,  etc.,  but  a  fair  proportion 
should  be  maintained  lietween  the  number  selected  in  the.se  different  de- 
partments. It  Is  not  easy  to  prescribe  what  this  proportion  should  be, 
as  the  needs  of  schools  differ.  But  inasmuch  as  this  is  one  of  the  questions 
that  confronts  every  teacher  at  the  outset  in  making  up  a  school  library 
list,  and  one  concerning  which  all  thinking  teachers  feel  the  need  of  aid, 
the  writer,  in  the  absence  of  any  known  authority  on  the  subject,  will  venture 
to  make  tentative  suggestions  at  the  risk  of  being  classed  with  those  peisons 
who  rush  in  where  others  fear  to  tread.  They  will  serve  perhaps  their  most 
useful  purpose  if  they  but  lead  to  an  expres.sion  of  opinion  by  those  who 
are  better  qualified.  The  following  apportionment  is  suggested  for  a  school  - 
cont^ning  pupils  of  all  grades  up  to  and  including  the  eighth: 

D,3nz.,J.vL.OOglC 


U2  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

First  group:  Fiction,  including  fairy  stories,  myths  and  legends,  35  per 
<ent. 

Second  group:     BioKraphy,  history,  and  history  stories,  20  per  cent. 

Third  group:     Geography,  description  and  travel,  15  per  cent. 

Fourth  group:    Hcience,  nature  and  the  useful  arts,  10  per  cent. 

Fifth  group:     Poetry,  8  per  cent. 

•Sixth  group:    Collections,  7  per  cent. 

Seventh  group:     Reference  books,  5  per  cent. 

For  primar>'  departments,  the  proportion  in  the  fiction  group  will  naturally 
be  much  larger;  and  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades  it  should 
probably  be  smaller.  The  contents  of  the  "collections"  will  increaw  the 
proportion  of  some  of  the  other  groups,  especially  fiction  and  poetry. 

It  is  suggeste<l  also  that  there  be  an-even  apportionment  among  the  three 
departments:  The  primary,  including  the  first  four  grades;  the  intermediate, 
including  the  fifth  and  sixth;  and  the  grammar,  or  seventh  and  eighth. 

Any  attempt  at  establishing  and  maintaining  a  proportion  between  these 
different  subject  groups  an<l  (lepartments  will  require,  before  ordering  new- 
hooks,  an  inventoPi'  of  those  already  in  the  library,  with  a  view  to  selecting 
a  larger  proportion  for  the  deficient  groups  and  grades.  In  doing  this, 
it  is  better  Jirst  to  list  the  books  already  on  hand  according  to  the  three 
school  departments:  Primary,  intermediate  and  grammar,  noting  the 
inequalities  to  be  remedied;  then  to  classify  the  books  in  each  of  these  de- 
partments acconiing  to  the  subject  group  to  which  it  belong.  This  will 
reveal  the  inequalities  again,  and  enable  the  teacher  to  order  accordingly. 
This  work  is  highly  valuable  training  to  the  teacher  and  b  an  essential  step 
toward  making  a  library  out  of  what  is  often  a  haphazard  and  unbalanced 
collection  of  books. 

If  we  accept  DeQuincy's  twofold  classification  into  books  of  information 
and  books  of  inspiration,  we  should  be  careful  that  a  fair  proportion  of  thoee 
really  worthy  of  being  inclutletl  in  the  latter  class,  and  they  are  all  too  few, 
are  among  the  number  selected.  Great  men  of  all  times  have  testified 
that  their  achievement.?  have  lieen  due  to  the  inspiration  received  from 
some  such  helpful  book.  A  number  of  these  should  be  withheld  from  circu- 
lation for  ft  time  and  resened  to  read  aloud  to  the  school.  Who  has  not 
felt  the  influence  of  such  books  as  a  means  of  molding  character  and  of 
forming  those  purposes  and  ideals  that  determine  in  a  large  measure  success 
in  life? 

The  most  common  and  almost  universal  mistake  is  in  failing  to  select  a 
large  enough  proportion  of  books  for  the  younger  pupils.  Picture-books 
and  booklets,  various  primers,  first  readers  and  other  collections  should 
l)e  provided  for  the  beginners.  The  habit  of  reading,  like  moet  other  habits 
is  more  easily  formed  the  younger  one  begins.  Moreover,  books  suited  to 
the  lower  grades  are  generally  interesting  to  those  next  higher,  while  the 
converse  is  not  true. 

New  copies  of  l)ooks  that  have  proved  their  popularity  and  usefulness 
by  becoming  nearly  worn  out  should  be  among  those  included  in  a  new  order. 
In  the  larger  liliraries.  duplicates  of  such  should  be  ordered,  the  number 
depending  upon  the  size  of  the  library. 

The  masterpieces  of  an  author  should  be  selected,  not  his  complete  works. 

Retail  prices  should  not  be  paid  for  school  libraries.  It  is  often  desirable 
to  submit  a  list  to  two  or  more  firms  before  placing  an  order. 

Among  the  sources  of  aid  of  which  the  progressive  teacher  will  desire  to 
avail  herself,  I  will  mention  but  two.  These  are  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  National  Educational  Association  on  the  Relation  of  Public 
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Libraries  to  Public  Schools,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Instruction 
on  Ubrarj-  Administration  in  Normal  Schools.  These  may  be  had  at  ten 
cents  each  of  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Educational  Association,  Irwin 
Shepard,  Winona,  Minn.  They  not  only  cover  all  phases  of  the  school 
library  question,  but  by  means  of  lists,  bibliographies,  etc.,  point  out  the 
way  to  further  acquaintance  with  the  subject. 

Summary:     1st.  Select  from  a  recommended  list  of  recognized  authority. 

2nd.  Get  the  judgment  of  some  competent  person  as  to  which  are  the  best 
of  the  books  on  this  list. 

3d.  Ascertain  the  proportion  already  in  the  Iibrar>-  for  the  different  grailes 
of  pupils  and  in  the  diflferent  departments  of  literature. 

4th,  Establish  and  maintain  a  balance  between  the  groups  in  this  twofold- 
classification. 

5th.  Consider  the  element  of  cost  in  proportion  as  the  money  available 
is  limited. 

6tb.  Re-order  books  that  have  become  worn  out,  and  if  desirable,  buy 
duplicate  copies. 

7th,  Select  the  masterpieces  of  an  author,  not  complete  sets  of  his  works. 

8th.  Do  not  pay  retail  prices. 


THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARIES  AND  HOW 
OBTAINED. 

f    SCHOC'LS 

The  marvelous  growth  in  the  size  and  number  of  libraries  in  America 
during  the  past  two  or  three  decades  would  seem  to  render  superfluous 
discussion  in  any  large  way  as  to  the  value  of  libraries  in  general.  The 
erection  in  nearly  every  city  of  any  considerable  size,  and  indeed  in  many 
smaller  communities,  of  splendid  library  buildings  (a  movement  largely 
expedited  by  the  unprecedented  and  princely  benefactions  of  Andrew  Carnegie, 
to  whom  be  all  honor  and  credit);  the  creation  of  a  corresponding  spirit  of 
public  interest  that  leads  to  liberal  local  appropriations  and  patronage; 
the  rapid  advancement  in  the  establishment  of  state  library  commissions; 
the  advantageous  legislation  in  general — all  point  to  such  a  phenomenal 
growth  in  literary  appreciation  and  book  dissemination  that  historians  are 
already  predicting  this  shall  be  known  to  succeeding  generations  as  the  library 
era,  the  golden  age  of  book  making  and  book  circulation. 

The  latter  prophecy  would  seem  to  imply  a  possible  reaction  in  the  not 
distant  future  in  library  development,  a  consummation  devoutly  not  to  be 
desired  and  against  which  wise  endeavors  should  be  strenuously  directed. 
We  hail  the  golden  era  of  books,  but  we  would  have  that  era  ages  long, 
continuous  in  growth,  and  ever  broadening  in  its  practical  utility.  Ahead 
lie  possibilities  as  yet  scarcely  dreamed  of.  In  these  United  States  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  not  more  than  10,000,000  of  our  people  are  within  the 
fold  of  active  good  book  readers ;  the  vast  majorities  arc  either  far  out  in  the 
barren  deserts  of  illiteracy  or  are  feeding  upon  the  husks  of  sensationalism 
that  today  are  scattered  broadcast.  Thus  the  work  is  but  begun ; "  our  largest 
hope  is  unfulfilled."  With  us  and  ahead,  however,  are  danger  signals,  which, 
if  not  noted  and  duly  heeded,  may  in  effect  discredit  this  wonderful  move- 
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ment  for  library  extension.  Aa  before  implied,  the  avaricious '  printer  is 
flooding  the  market  with  literary  trash  with  far  greater  enterprise  than  we 
are  able  to  inject  into  the  good  book  movement.  Wherever  public  libraries 
are  found  librarians  are  invariably  besieged  by  popular  calls  for  almost 
every  form  of  book,  extant,  whether  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  and  this  slush 
demand  not  infrequently  emanate  from  those  of  large  local  pull  and  in- 
fluence. Thus  much  questionable  and  unwholesome  literature  nnds  its  way 
into  the  public  library.  This  tendency  unchecked,  must,  perforce,  react 
sooner  or  later  to  limit  the  real  utility  of  the  library  movement  until  the 
golden  age  is  but  a  looking  backward. 

Now  we  apprehend  that  the  surest  preventive  to  90  great  a  disaster  will 
be  found  in  the  growing  emphasis  placed  upon  the  school  library.  In  an 
able  article  on  public  libraries  that  recently  came  to  our  notice  we  find  to  a 
part  of  the  introduction  this  statement,  "The  schools  are  for  the  children; 
the  library  for  life."  We  think  we  appreciate  the  intent  of  the  author. 
With  him  we  believe  that  the  great  masses  as  we  today  find  them  must  be 
reached,  if  at  all,  largely  thru  the  public  libraries  rather  than  thru 
the  school  libraries  of  limited  extent  and  circulation;  yet  we  must  hold  his 
form  of  statement  unhappy  in  the  extreme.  The  schools  are  for  life,  not 
childhood  alone.  "  As  is  the  child,  so  is  the  man "  is  in  general  a  forceful 
truism.  The  habits  of  thought  inculcated,  the  loves  here  engendered  are  the 
sure  enibr>-os  that  develop  into  the  well-rounded  sterner  thought  and  sentiment 
of  mature  manhood  and  womanhood.  "What  is  put  into  the  first  of  life  is 
put  into  the  whole  of  life.  Start  right,"  says  one.  Hamilton  W.  Mabie 
aptly  voices  our  sentiment  in  the  following:  "  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  any  one  can  begin  to  read  at  any  time,  and  find  reading  either  interesting 
or  profitable.  Unless  people  form  the  habit  of  reading  when  they  are  young 
— that  is  to  say,  unless  they  read  frequently  and  with  a  certain  degree  of 
regularity  so  that  it  becomes  a  kind  of  second  nature  to  pick  up  a  book 
when  an  hour  of  lebure  arrives — they  rarely  form  it  later  in  life." 

It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  growth  and  maintenance  of  libraries,  whether 
public  or  school,  or  a  combination  of  the  two,  must  depend  largely  upon 
the  education,  interest,  and  enthusiasm  of  the  adult  public;  but  'tis  poor 
pedagogy  to  think  we  may  directly  assail  the  illiterate  adult  mind  with  life 
habits  largely  fixed  and  convert  one  to  love  and  appreciation  of  a  literature 
for  which  he  has  no  adequate  preparation.  Like  the  training  for  all  civic  and 
industrial  enterprises,  to  be  of  highest  permanent  value  the  foimdation  must 
be  securely  laid  in  youth. 

Thb  brings  us  to  the  affirmation  that  our  enthusiasm  for  magnificent 
city  library  structures  with  their  extensive  book  equipment  should  not 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that  the  primary  work  of  literary  culture  must  b^n 
with  the  child  and,  in  our  homogeneous  population,  largely  in  the 
public  school  room,  not  however,  merely  with  the  formal,  restricted  study 
of  the  school  classics  now  quite  general,  but  by  affording  the  child  direct 
and  easy  access  to  a  fairly  liberal  supply  of  choicest  books  for  leisure  hour 
reading,  both  in  school  and  home. 

But  two  or  three  decades  since  and  in  most  communities  a  Webster's 
Unabridged  Dictionary  with  at  best  the  addition  of  a  brief  encyclopedia 
and  a  few  historical  reference  works  were  held  an  adequate  library  equipment 
for  the  public  school.  Then  came  the  advanced  claim  for  a  larger  reference 
list,  and  to  these  might  be  added  standard  sets  of  Dickens,  Thackeray,  Scott, 
the  poets,  etc.,  books  that  while  of  highest  merit,  yet,  because  pupils  were 
generally  wholly  unprepared  for  their  right  comprehension  and  appreciation, 
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often  reposed  undisturbed  on  duet  covered  shelves  for  weeks  and  months. 
Only  recently  has  the  missing  link  of  childhood  preparation  for  the  richer 
inheritance  of  good  books  been  rightly  conceived  and  is  now  being  forged 
and  welded  into  proper  place.  Juvenile  classics  suited  to  the  varying  stages 
of  development  are  being  more  or  less  freely  supplied  in  all  progressive 
larger  schools  and  in  many  of  the  smaller  town  and  rural  schools.  The 
importance  of  this  latter  advance  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized.  Timie 
and  topic  limitation,  however,  restricts  this  discussion  to  a  brief  epitome 
of  literar>'  values  now  generally  recognized  among  advanced  educators. 

Knowledge  comes  -primarily  from  two  general  sources;  what  we  learn 
from  direct  communion  and  contact  with  men  and  things  in  our  own  im- 
mediate environment  and  "what  we  glean  from  the  rich  heritage  of  the  ages 
as  transmitted  thru  books.  The  former  at  best  gives  but  the  record  of 
a  generation  within  the  narrowed  individual  vision;  the  latter  records  the 
world  wide  experiences,  thoughts,  and  sentiments  of  the  vast  centuries. 
All  other  lines  of  schooling  thus  fall  into  insignificance  or  secondary  place 
when  compared  with  that  of  literary  culture  in  its  broadest  sense.  Ind^, 
the  mathematician,  the  historian,  the  scientist,  all  are  dependent  upon  the 
world  of  books  and  papers  for  knowledge  getting  and  knowledge  dissemi- 
nation. 

To  lead  the  soaring  child  mind  into  the  realm  of  wholesome  fable,  folk- 
lore, and  fairy  tale,  where  reigns  enchanting  goodness  crowned  with  a  halo 
of  charm  and  radiance;  to  lure  inquisitive  youth  thru  nature  story, 
myth,  and  poem  into  the  higher  concept  and  love  of  bird  and  blossom  and 
all  things  lovely  in  a  marvelous  creation,  until  \vith  the  poet  he  shall  discern 
"Lessons  in  stones,  books  in  running  brooks  and  good  in  everything;" 
to  win  love,  fidelity,  and  obedience  to  God  and  home  and  dear  ones  through 
sweet  portrayal  of  Christ  the  friend  and  Savior,  of  parental  love  and  sacrifice, 
of  filial  devotion  and  obedience;  to  inspire  in  youth  pride  and  patriotism 
through  thrilling  accounts  of  noble  and  heroic  men  and  women  and  enthuse 
with  a  burning  desire  to  emulate  the  great  and  the  good;  to  afford  extended 
information  clothed  in  artistic  literary  form  that  shall  richly  supplement 
the  daily  theme  or  recitation,  these  axe  some  of  the  functions  of  the  juvenile 
literature  in  the  public  schools.  The  development  of  a  sentiment  broad 
and  deep  that  shall  lead  in  after  years  to  a  genuine,  mature  love  and  appre- 
ciation of  such  masters  as  Longfellow,  Lowell,  Whittier,  Irving,  Hawthorne, 
Dickens,  Scott,  Goethe,  Shakespeare,  Homer,  what  an  incentive  for  higher 
living  and  what  a  heritage  for  perennial  joy  4s  here!  No  other  field  of 
school  work,  I  reiterate,  is  fraught  with  such  far-reaching  possibilities. 
With  such  a  firm  foundation  little  place  will  be  found  for  the  wishy-washy 
stuff  that  threatens  to  inundate  our  public  libraries  and  not  infrequently 
those  of  the  school.  The  future  standard  of  excellence  and  utility  in  the 
superstructure  of  the  general  library  will,  thru  these  better  trained 
rising  generations,  be  largely  insured  and  the  necessary  financial  support 
guaranteed. 

These  ideal  results,  perforce,  are  contingent,  however,  upon  habits  of 
literary  interpretation  and  discrimination  as  developed  under  skillful  and 
judicious  instruction  and 'guidance,  a  phase  of  the  library  question  more 
appropriately  discussed  imder  subsequent  topics  of  this  program. 

We  have  thus  far  emphasized  the  value  of  the  more  strictly  literary  portion 

of  the  library.     The  importance  of  the  reference  feature  is  so  well  understood 

and  so  generally  conceded  in  neariy  all  communities  outside  the  strictly 

rural  as  to  require,  perhaps,  little  mention  here.     I  take  it  that  today  few 
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teachers  are  so  limited  to  the  text-book  as  not  to  recognise  the  great  and  grow- 
ing importance  of  a  liberal  supply  of  collateral  reference  material  that  shall 
broaden,  enrich,  and  clarify  tne  student  vision  in  the  daily  recitation.  I 
apprehend  that  at  least  in  all  high  schools  there  is  a  growing  appredation 
of  the  fact  that  thoro  systematic  training  in  the  right  and  ready  use  of 
reference  books  as  a  preparation  to  college  work  is  of  highest  importance. 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  unpreparedness  of  students  in  this  direction 
has  led  to  much  waste  of  time  and  energy  in  college  life. 

Few  will  Venture  to  refute  the  claim  that  the  reference  library  for  lugbest 
utility  to  youth  should  be  largely  a  school,  yes,  a  class  room  library.  In 
no  other  way  may  childhood  and  early  youth  be  brought  into  sufficiently 
close  contact  with  it  to  make  it  readily  available  at  the  critical  moment 
for  class  room  collateral.  But  there  appears  not  a  little  divergence  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  leisure  hour  juvenile  reading  is  best  circulated  thru 
the  school  or  the  public  library.  We  find  extended  arguments  by  prominent 
educators  for  the  higher  utility  of  the  public  library  in  the  larger  cities  and 
communities.  The  plea  is  made  that  the  average  school  library  cannot 
readily  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  books  for  the  general  circulation  and 
that  the  restrictive  influence  of  the  teacher  hinders  individual  freedom  and 
voluntary  choice.  We  can  understand  how  in  many,  perhaps  most  com- 
munities this  may  be  found  to  be  measurably  true.  Large  benefactions  for 
the  school  library  are  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  for  the  public 
library;  the  specific  school  library  fund  usually  available  as  authorized 
by  law  is  inadequate.  Yet  we  have  found  that  proper  tact  and  pereeverance 
may  secure  for  moat  communities  the  essentials  of  a  good  school  library. 
In  our  own  community  we  have  been  able  thru  persistent  effort  to  secure 
for  each  city  grade  class  room  above  the  third,  collections  of  juvenile  books 
ranging  from  50  to  150  and  a  larger  proportional  number  for  the  high  school. 
Moreover,  large  freedom  in  voluntary  choice  is  afforded  and  encouraged. 
It  is  true  that  during  the  last  decade  a  marvelous  development  has  been 
made  in  the  public  library  equipment  for  juvenile  literature.  Separate 
children's  rooms  are  being  fitted  up  in  most  attractive  form  with  picture 
and  even  stereoptican  illustrations  provided  and  large  varieties  of  books 
and  magazines  furnished  for  the  delight  and  instruction  of  childhood  and 
youth.  This,  at  first  glance,  would  seem  to  point  to  an  ideal  prospect.  If 
librarians  thoroly  trained  in  the  value  and  gradation  of  juvenile  books 
could  everywhere  be  secured,  if  the  choice  of  hooks  could  be  property  re- 
strictedy  if  the  librarian  was  broad  and  wise  enough  to  know  and  judge 
each  individual  need,  or  if  such  perfect  correlation  of  school  needs  and  Ubrary 
facilities  be  devised  as  to  insure  right  adaptation,  then  we  apprehend  that, 
with  library  districts  properly  restricted  in  size,  the  public  librar>'  under 
management  distinct  from  that  of  school  may  go  far  toward  supplying  the 
ideal  needs  of  the  child. 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that  the  sphere  of  circulation  of  the  average 
public  librarj',  and  often  that  of  the  school,  is  far  too  large  in  extent  of  terri- 
torj'.  Those  nearest  in  point  of  location  have  much  the  advantage  in  point 
of  privilege.  The  city  suburbs  and  rural  sections  are  either  entirely  excluded 
or  only  partially  provided.  The  old  township  library  system  provided 
by  law  has  proved  largely  a  failure  because  of  this  inaccessibility.  A  few 
cities  like  Boston,  recognizing  this  natural  defect  and  limitation  in  library 
circulation,  are  instituting  a  remedy  by  the  establishment  of  branch  libraries 
and  the  making  of  house  to  house  deliveries  of  small  collections  and  that  at 
an  expense  many  times  that  of  the  cost  of  the  books  themselves.     AJi  this 
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but  substantiates  the  claim  for  such  immediate  contact  libraries  as  those 
the  school  may  afford. 

Agun,  and  most  important  of  all,  the  fact  remains  that  no  matter  how 
well  trained  may  be  the  public  librarian  nor  how  carefully  chosen  the  library 
books,  there  still  arises  a  demand  for  the  class  room  library  that  no  general 
library  can  supply,  as  before  implied.  There  should  be  immediately  accessible 
for  every  class  room  at  least  a  limited  number  of  choicest  books  and  magazines 
with  which  each  teacher  has  so  thoroly  familiarized  herself  that  she 
may  direct  and  inspire  each  individual  child  with  proper  ideals,  taste,  and 
appreciation  in  choicest  literature;  furnish  him  with  immediate  and  at- 
tractive collateral  as  supplemental  to  the  geography,  language,  history, 
etc. ;  supply  Ms  leisure  momenta  with  proper  food  for  reflection  and  delight ; 
and  establish  such  correct  reading  habite  that  he  shall  go  forth  to  the  larger 
public  library  equipped  for  proper  voluntary  choice. 

Moreover,  many  of  the  books  appropriated  for  the  higher  grades  are  quite 
sufficiently  mature  in  thought  to  serve  as  a  proper  basis  for  literary  develop- 
ment among  the  uncultured  adult  minds  of  the  homes  into  which  these  books 
are  circulated  by  the  pupils.  Indeed..  I  am  free  to  confess  that  not  in- 
frequently I  myself  find  much  of  profit  and  interest  in  these  juvenile  books. 
Thus  they  may  ofttimes  serve  a  popular  as  well  as  a  school  need. 

The  charge  that  the  average  teacher  is  too  narrow  and  bookish  rightly 
and  sympathetically  to  direct  the  child's  reading  into  pleasurable  as  well  as 
profitable  channels,  if  with  something  of  basic  truth,  is  yet  like  many  other 
phases  of  school  problems,  but  an  evidence  of  needed  pedagogical  reform 
within  the  teaching  corps  itself.  Every  teacher  should  be  trained  to  a  broad 
knowledge  and  the  right  use  of  juvenile  libraries.  I  conceive  the  ideal 
system  for  larger  communities  to  be  provision  for  a  supervisor  of  literary 
culture,  who  shall  train  the  teaching  corps,  if  need  be,  and  ud  in  advising 
and  directing  the  individual  pupils  to  right  choice  and  use  of  books. 

We  enter  then  a  strenuous  plea  for  the  extension  of  the  school  library 
proper.  The  city  schools  will  And  in  them  an  essential  to  best  results;  the 
rural  district  without  them  is  usually  destitute.  Massachusetts  points 
with  justifiable  pride  to  the  fact  that  every  township  in  her  commonwealth 
has  a  public  library.  We  look  with  larger  hope  to  the  day  when  every 
district  school  and  class  room  in  Michigan  shall  boast  its  carefully  selected 
library,  where  every  child,  whether  of  high  or  low  estate,  not  only  may, 
but  must  be  trained  in  such  proper  use  of  books  and  such  literary  ideals 
as  shall  lend  culture  to  the  home,  food  for  leisure  hour  reflection  and  enjoy- 
ment, and  stability  to  future  citizenship. 

We  enter  a  second  plea  for  the  extension  of  the  public  library  work,  partic- 
ularly as  regards  its  relation  to  the  work  and  needs  of  the  public  schools. 
Indeed,  the  adverse  opinion  of  many  educators  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, we  look  with  favor  upon  such  a  system  of  control  as  maintains 
in  our  neighboring  city  of  Iron  Mountun  that  merges  school  and  public 
library  into  one  unit  and  places  it  under  the  management  of  the  board  of 
education.  Yet,  whatever  the  system  of  library  control,  the  public  schools 
should  pave  the  way  for  the  free  and  ready  use  of  books;  the  public  library 
should  extend  the  book  equipment  for  youth  and  freely  supplement  the 
work  of  the  school  room.  The  interdependence  is  unmistakable  and  the 
possibilities  thereof  beyond  the  power  of  mere  words. 

A  few  thoughts  as  to  how  school  libraries  may  best  be  obtained  will  find 
their  basis  in  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  state 
laws.    Article  13,  section  12  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  provides  that 
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all  proceeds  from  fines  for  the  violation  of  penal  laws  collected  in  the  respec- 
tive counties  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  support  of  libraries,  unless 
sfud  fund  shall  be  especially  voted  for  school  purposes.  In  accordance 
with  this  constitutional  provision  statute  \&V3  have  from  time  to  time  been 
enacted  providing  for  the  establishment  of  libraries  and  making  it  obligatory 
that  the  proceeds  of  all  Enes  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws,  for  penalties 
of  criminal  proceedings,  and  for  exemptions  from  military  duty  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  townships  according  to  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty  and  applied  exclusively  to  township 
and  district  libraries.  These  funds  are,  or  should  be,  apportioned  among 
the  several  townships  before  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  year  by  the  county 
treasurer  as  directed  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
thru  the  county  clerk.    ' 

The  law  especially  provides  that  any  school  district  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
at  its  annual  meeting  may  establish  a  district  school  library  and  claim  from 
the  township  treasurer  its  due  proportion  of  the  undistributed  library  fund 
and  from  the  school  inspectors  as  a  board  of  township  control  its  due  pro- 
portion of  books. 

In  case  any  bo^rd  of  control,  either  township  or  district,  shall  fail  to  make 
annually  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  such  reports 
as  shall  be  required,  showing  the  legal  expenditures  of  the  library  fund, 
such  township  or  district  is  deprived  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  of  its  proportion  of  library  funds. 

Any  township  at  its  annual  meeting,  also  any  school  district  mfuntaining 
a  library,  may  vote  a  special  library  tax  to  be  spread  and  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  general  taxes. 

Moreover,  decisions  has  been  made  that  libraries  are  within  the  proper 
ranse   of  school   apparatus. 

These  form  an  epitome  of  t^e  present  legal  basis  for  the  creation  of  school 
libraries  in  Michigan. 

Now  experience  has  shown  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  matters  of  law, 
statute  provisions  are  rarely  effective  much  in  advance  of  public  sentiment. 
Gross  violations  of  the  law  controlling  library  funds  have  been  and  are  still 
prevalent.  Justices  have  failed  properly  to  report  fines  collected;  county, 
township,  and  district  authorities  have  misappropriated  these  funds.  Actual 
falsification  of  required  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  are  not  unknown. 
Herein,  then,  arc  implied  two  imperative  duties  resting  upon  every  friend 
of  higher  literary  culture:  First,  a  public  sentiment  for  libraries  should  be 
created  and  fostered  in  every  community,  however  small;  second,  every 
such  friend  should  be  alert  to  see  that  the  law  is  properly  enforced  and  that 
the  funds  are  rightly  appropriated. 

In  the  creation  of  library  sentiment  the  teacher  has  a  large  place.  If, 
thru  ignorance  or  penuriousness,  no  district  library  exists,  the  teacher 
may  and  should  create  a  demand  therefor.  The  enthusiastic  study  of  the 
school  classics,  the  reading  and  discussion  of  a  few  choice  books  from  one's 
private  library  or  other  available  source,  or  the  loaning  <tf  the  same  to  an 
interested  pupil;  tactfully  making  apparent  the  amolute  necessity  of 
adequate  reference  books;  the  establishment  of  reading  drcles  wherein 
such  benefits  and  necessities  may  be  made  apparent,  all  are  means  conducive 
to  the  education  of  a  better  public  sentiment  that  shall  open  the  hearts 
and  purses  of  school  officials  and  patrons.  Where  ignorance  or  stubbonmess 
still  prevails,  many  a  library  nucleus  may  be  established  by  the  giving  of 
special  entertainments.      Once  established,  the   maintenance   and  growth 


UPPER  PENINSULA  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION.  149 

is  not  so  difficult.  Where  it  is  made  apparent  to  any  community  that 
they  are  actual  financial  losers  in  the  apportionment  of  library  funds  by  not 
maintaining  a  library,  little  difficulty  should  be  experienced  in  inducing 
taxpayers  to  vote  for  the  establishment  of  a  library.  In  some  score  or  more 
of  instances  we  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  such  a  word  of 
explanation  and  admonition  has  induced  movements  for  school  libraries 
even  where  we  were  in  no  way  directly  interested.  The  advice  to  school 
officers  to  spend  a  few  dollars  for  books  under  the  head  of  apparatus  with 
the  suggestion  that  such  would  be  an  easy  means  of  showing  the  benefits 
and  later  securing  a  permanent  library,  has  not  infrequently  yielded  good 
fruitage.  In  Iron  county  such  advice  has  several  times  been  given  with 
the  distinct  knowledge  that  its  acceptance  would  curtail  the  apportionment 
for  our  own  township  of  Crystal  Falls.  The  general  good  was  held  para- 
mount. 

Where  the  township  school  system  prevails,  as  is  largely  true  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula,  the  township  library  usually  resolves  itself  into  a  general  school 
library.  Herein  again  lies  the  danger  of  inaccessibility  before  referred  to, 
where  the  temptation  is  strong  to  ignore  the  rural  subdistricts  and  monopolize 
the  whole  library  at  the  central  high  school  section,  if  such  be  maintained. 
In  such  cases  the  moral  obligation  of  justice  to  all  is  strong  and  binding  upon 
school  officers,  school  commissioners,  superintendents,  and  teachers  to  see 
that  equitable  circulation,  even  to  the  remotest  schools,  is  guaranteed. 

To  return  to  the  legalized  means  of  securing  a  library,  no  school  man 
worthy  of  his  profession  will  weaken  in  his  determination  or  desist  from 
strenuous,  tactful  endeavor  until  he  has  thoroughly  established  the  principle 
and  custom  that  every  dollar  of  the  penal  fund  due  his  community  finds 
its  way  into  a  well  chosen  library.  Yea,  more,  he  will  labor  zealously  for 
a  sentiment  that  readily  appropriates  material  additions  to  this  fund  in 
accordance  with  the  legalized  power  for  voting  special  library  taxes.  Yea, 
still  more,  experience  has  taught  us  that  dictionaries  and  other  indispensable 
reference  books  may  and  should  be  regarded  as  school  apparatus  to  be 
purchased  from  the  general  fund,  thus  conserving  the  library  fund  proper 
for  the  more  purely  literary  works.  Again,  such  mechanical  work  as  re- 
binding  secured  at  the  expense  of  the  general  fund  we  have  found  a  tactful 
means  of  saving  to  the  library  fund  of  from  440  to  $80  annually  in  our  com- 
paratively small  city. 

Incidentally  I  wish  here  to  express  my  appreciation  of  such  a  definite, 
splendid,  and  logical  plan  of  book  selection  and  book  circulation  as  that 
recently  worked  out  by  Supt.  E.  E.  Ferguson,  of  Sault  Ste,  Marie,  which 
cannot  fail  to  prove  a  large  factor  in  popularizing  and  rendering  of  highest 
efficiency  the  library  for  school  purposes. 

While  for  ourselves  we  have  not  experienced  the  necessity  of  invoking 
the  aid  of  the  Htate  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  yet  we  are  aware  that 
a  magnificent  service  is  being  rendered  by  them  both  for  school  and  for 
public  library  ext«nsion,  and  we  recognize  therein  a  fundamental  source 
of  temporary  school  libraries  as  well  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  permanent 
library  establishment.  We  are  gratified  to  know  that  one  is  present  who 
will  detail  the  splendid  work  of  this  commission. 

We  have  emphasized  the  township  and  rural  needs  and  means  in  librarj' 
extension,  as  here  doubtless  lie  the  greater  missionary  fields,  yet  the  wards 
of  the  larger  cities  present  many  analogies  to  the  rural  sections,  especially 
as  to  proper  library  availability,  and  must  not  be  lost  to  view.  We  reiterate 
the  appeal,  whether  for  city  or  rural  school,  for  individual  class  room  pro- 
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vision,  either  thru  permanent  class  room  [ibraries  or  thru  collective 
loans  from  a  central  library.  However  it  may  come,  the  sure  provision  is  the 
one  consummation  essential. 

In  conclusion,  a  word  may  be  pardoned  as  to  the  wisdom  and  efficiency 
of  the  present  laws  of  Michigan  for  library  support  and  development. ,  While 
I  know  of  no  better  use  to  which  fines  and  penalties  may  be  put,  since  fines 
and  penalties  must  be  imposed,  than  that  of  the  support  of  libraries,  yet 
this  provision  wouki  seem  all  inadequate  in  the  average  county  for  the  proper 
maintenance  of  school  libraries.  Again  the  average  teacher  in  many  localities 
will  find  it  quite  beyond  her  powers  of  persuasion  and  influence  to  induce 
a  sentiment  for  special  library  appropriation.  Would  not  these  facts  suggest 
the  wisdom  of  a  revision  of  library  laws,  so  that  there  may  be  guaranteed, 
as  in  the  state  of  Washington,  a  fractional  mill  tax  as  a  library  fund,  or  as 
in  other  states,  the  compulsory  appropriation  of  a  fixed  per  cent  of  the 
school  fund  as  a  library  fund.  Such  revised  legislation  would  aid  in  the 
unification  of  the  school  library  extension.  Incidentally  we  may  here  call 
att«ntion  to  the  apparent  fact  that  the  indefiniteness  and  uncertainty  in 
the  resources  of  several  of  our  state  educational  institutions  and  factors 
and  their  subjection  to  varying  political  and  local  whims  seems  something  of  a 
weakness  in  our  Michigan  school  laws  in  general.  Like  other  school  funds, 
the  library  fund  should  be  adequate,  certain,  absolute,  and  such  as  to  guaran- 
tee, as  fa.t'as  may  be,  equal  literary  privileges  to  every  child  of  our  splendid 
commonwealth. 

In  every  school  a  library,  select  and  ample;  in  every  child  a  reader,  intense, 
appreciative,  idealistic;  in  every  community  a  public,  responsive,  liberal 
cooperative — here,  indeed,  were  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  hoped  and 
striven  for.  Then,  instead  of  ranking  eighth  or  ninth  as  to  freedom  from 
illiteracy,  our  commonwealth  should  rank  as  first;  then  might  our  State 
motto  aptly  take  on  an  added  significance  and  from  "Siquaeris  peninsulam 
amoenam"  expand  to  "Siquaeris  peninsulam  amoenam  et  populum  cultum, 
circumgpice ; "  then  in  place  of  crowns  of  trees  and  wheats  and  fruits  aad 
minerals  merely  well  might  we  boast  the  richer  crown  of  higher  literary 
culture. 
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January  2,  1909. 
Hon.  Fbbd  H.  Warner, 

Oovemor  of  Michigan: 
Sib — ^I  ha-ve  the  honor  to  submit  the  ninth  annual  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1908. 
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David  E.  Heihbman, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

Two  meetings  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  CommisdoDers  were  held 
during  the  year  1908,  as  follows: 

Detroit,  March  3l8t. 

Detroit,  June  17th. 

At  the  meeting  in  June,  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Board  to  continue 
the  work  which  had  been  done  during  the  past  year  as  follows: 

Normal  training  classes  in  the  thr^  Normal  schools,  at  Marquette,  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  Kalamazoo. 

Continuing  the  work  of  the  County  Organizer,  which  has  been  so  successful 
during  the  past  year. 

Arranging  for  library  classes  in  the  State  Teachers'  Association  and  the 
Upper  Peninsula  Teachers'  Association. 

'The  work  was  so  thoroughly  arranged  at  the  general  meeting  that  it  has 
since  been  carried  on  through  correspondence  by  members  of  the  Board. 

County  Organizeb. 

The  present  report  contains  an  exhaustive  statement  by  R.  D.  Bailey, 
our  county  oi^anizer,  who  has  done  an  active  and  aggressive  work  in  the 
different  counties  of  the  State  in  connection  with  the  County  Commissioners 
of  Schools.  Mr.  Bailey  has  visited  a  large  number  of  counties  in  the  interior 
of  the  State  and  the  result  of  his  tabor  is  shown  in  the  greater  demand  from 
district  schools  for  help  in  buying  books,  and  applications  for  travding 
libraries.  The  work  which  has  been  done  cannot  fail  to  result  in  raising 
the  standard  of  books  purchased  for  the  libraries  in  district  schools  and 
arousing  in  the  commumty  at  large  a  desire  for  a  higher  and  better  class  of 
literature  for  the  township  and  district  libraries. 

LiBRART  Section  of  State  Teachers'  Association. 

The  Library  Section  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  was  laigely  at- 
tended and  great  interest  was  shown  in  library  work  as  detailed  by  the 
different  librarians  who  were  present. 

LiBRART  Training  in  Summer  Normal  iNSTrruTES. 

The  work  done  by  the  classes  in  Library  Methods  in  the  Normal  schools 
was  particularly  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  This  work  will  be  carried 
on  during  the  coming  year  in  a  larger  way,  and  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  presidents  of  the  Normal  schools  that  it  is  an  important  addition  to 
the  usefulness  of  the  summer  schools. 

Library  CoMurrrEB  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 

An  active  and  most  interesting  work  has  been  done  by  the  club  women 
of  the  State.    Mrs.  Anna  A.  Palmer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  has  had 
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charge  of  the  work  which  was  carried  on  and  which  resulted  in  greatly  better- 
ing the  condition  of  the  libraries  in  the  rural  districte  and  in  establishing 
free  public  libraries  in  the  smaller  cities  and  villages  of  the  State. 

While  the  work  of  library  extension  in  Michigan  is  still  in  its  initiative 
there  is  every  reason  for  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  to  feel  greatly 
encouraged  over  the  outlook.  The  awakening  of  interest  among  the  school 
officers  and  the  public  generally  is  most  encouraging.  The  new  Constitution 
of  the  State  which  compels  all  penal  fines  to  be  used  for  libraries  will  be  a 
powerful  factor  in  raising  the  standards  of  the  rural  libraries. 

M.  C.  Spenceb, 
Secretary. 


LIBRARY  NOTES. 

Mrs.  Anna  A.  Palmer,  Chairman  of  the  State  Federation  Library  Committee, 
states  the  object  of  the  library  extenmon  work  to  be  as  follows: 

One — ^To  help  the  people  to  good  reading. 

Two — ^To  ascertain  the  extent,  usefulness  and  needs  of  every  library  in 
the  State. 

Three — To  help  to  improve  the  old  and  to  establish  new  libraries  in  a  small 
way  in  country   districts. 

Four^-To  inform  the  public, in  r^ard  to  the  traveling  libraries  furnished 
by  the  State  and  to  help  place  these  libraries  where  most  needed. 

Clubs  are  advised  to  adopt  the  following  plan  in  order  to  stimulate  interest 
in  lilvary  work:  Devote  at  least  one  hour  in  each  month  to  library  matters 
— a  report  of  the  month's  work  of  the  library  committee  to  be  made  (o  the 
club,  to  be  followed  by  a  discussion  and  formulation  of  school  libraries, 
woric  for  children,  story  telling,  guidance  in  selection  of  books,  etc. 

The  legislative  reference  department,  added  by  the  last  legislature  to  the 
Michigan  State  Library,  was  an  important  factor  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
constitutional  convention.  The  work  done  in  making  a  comparative  study 
of  the  constitutions,  and  the  collection  which  has  been  made  of  references 
bearing  on  alt  subjects  which  have  been  before  the  convention  has  resulted 
in  gathering  a  large  quantity  of  material  which  will  be  of  great  use  to  future 
legislatures. 

The  constitutional  convention  unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  a  rising  vote: 

"The  State  Library',  having  rendered  substantial  assistance  to  the  members 
of  this  convention  in  the  discharge  of  important  and  painstaking  duties,  and 
having  thereby  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  people  of  this  State;  there- 
fore, be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  nine- 
teen hundred  and  seven,  do  hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  the  vfduable 
resources  of  the  library,  the  efficient  painstaking,  helpful  and  courteous 
management  of  the  same,  and  bear  witness  to  its  great  assistance  in  all 
branches  of  our  State  government,  to  the  people  at  large,  and  a  distinct 
credit  to  our  beloved  State."  c  riz=(j  ■■  ^lOOQlC 
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The  18th  annual  meeting  of  the  Michigan  Library  Association  opened 
Wednesday  night.  May  27th  in  the  public  library  auditorium  and  continued 
sessions  until  noon  May  39tb.  The  principal  address  was  delivered  by 
Henry  E.  Legler,  Secretary  of  the  state  Ubrary  commission  of  Wisconsin. 
Officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows:  President,  G.  M. 
Walton,  Ypsilanti;  first  vice  president,  Anna  A.  Pollard,  Grand  Rapids; 
second  vice  president,  Mrs.  Anna  McDowell,  Bay  City;  treasurer,  M.  Louise 
Hunt,  Lansing,  secretary,  Nina  K.  Preston,  Ionia.  Cadillac  extended  a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  association  and  provided  entertunment  for  its  mem- 
bers.    The  meeting  next  year  will  be  held  in  Saginaw. 

A  librarians'  round  table  was  held  ia  the  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  library 
in  May.  The  program  consisted  of  talks  by  Miss  Preston  on  "  How  to  interest 
people  in  the  library;"  by  Miss  Parker,  of  Sage  library,  Bay  City,  on  "Refer- 
ence books  most  used"  and  by  Miss  Walton,  of  the  Normal  library,  Ypsilanti, 
on  "Selection  and  ordering  of  books." 


A  librarians'  round  table  was  held  in  the  audience  room  of  the  Mitchell 
library,  Hillsdale,  in  October,  there  being  fourteen  librarians  and  assistants 
from  this  section,  representing  eight  libraries,  in  attendance.  Those  from 
outside  the  city  were  Miss  G.  M.  Walton,  president  of  the  Michigan  Library 
Association,  Ypsilanti;  Miss  Agnes  Jewell,  Adrian;  Miss  Havens,  Hudson; 
Miss  Esther  Smith,  Ann  Arbor;  Mrs.  Mary  Graham,  Jonesville-;  Cbas.  E. 
Rush,  Jackson. 

Miss  Walton  presided  and  gave  many  practical  suggestions  for  library 
work.  Miss  Jewell  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  picture  bulletins  in  Ubrary ' 
work,  illustrating  with  some  of  her  own  bulletin  work.  A  general  discussion 
on  library  administration  closed  the  hour. 


Michigan  has  shared  well  in  the  distribution  of  gifts  to  public  libraries, 
Adrian  has  received  an  additional  gift  of  S2,500  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
Charlevoix  has  received  S1,000  from  the  same  source,  Manistee  acknowledges 
$1,000  for  books  from  Mrs.  Thorson,  Petoskey,  $12,500  from  Carnegie  and 
$10,000  by  the  will  of  W.  W.  Johnson,  and  Sturgis  has  been  the  recipient 
of  $10,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  gifts  are  acknowledged  in  the 
American  Library  Association  Bulletin. 

Adrian. 

The  moving  of  the  Adrian  public  library  from  its  old  quarters  in  the  city 
hall  to  the  new  library  building,  the  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  was  commenced 
in  December.  The  new  building  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  until  after 
the  first  of  the  year.  The  mayor  is  desirous  of  having  sufficient  room  set 
apart,  outside  of  the  library  proper,  to  house  relics  and  objects  of  pioneer 
and  historical  importance  to  Adrian  and  Lenawee  county.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Lenawee  county  horticultural  society  in  December,  1907, 
a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  confer  with  proper  officials  relative 
to  placing  the  horticultural  library  with  the  Carnegie  library. 

Albion, 

The  annual  report  of  the  public  library  gives  a  total  of  3,349  volumes 
on  its  shelves,  newly  purchased  236  volumes,  volumes  of  magazines  bound 
31.    During  the  three  years  of  the  library,  825  cards  have  been  issued, 
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there  has  been  an  average  monthly  attendance  of  748.  The  library  ie  sup- 
ported by  an  appropriation  of  the  comtnon  council,  the  amount  asked  for 
this  year  being  four  hundred  dollars. 

Allegan. 

The  township  library  is  under  the  control  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors. 
Total  number  of  volumes  4,700.  The  library  was  classified  during  the 
year  and  a  card  catalog  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year.  Books 
issued  during  the  year,  23,195;  number  of  cardfaoldeis,  2,000;  new  r^istra- 
tion,  396. 

Ann  Arbob. 

The  university  library  fund  received  a  gift  of  $1,000  during  the  past  year 
for  the  purchase  of  medical  works. 

Baj>  Axs. 

The  Sleeper  public  library,  which  was  presented  to  the  village  by  A.  E. 
Sleeper,  the  well  known  banker  of  the  Thumb,  and  Mrs.  Sleeper,  has  been 
thrown  open  to  the  public.  Mr.  Sleeper  will  maintain  the  library  for  one 
year  and  the  village  will  then  bear  the  expense. 

CAniLLAC, 

The  Cadillac  public  library  was  opened  to  the  public  September,  1906; 
the  building  the  gift  of  a  few  of  CadiUac's  leading  citizens  and  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Two  years  from  the  date  of  opening  the  total  number  of  volumes 
is  7,175;  number  of  card  holders,  2,271.  The  records  of  the  librarian  show 
a  steady  increase  from  the  first  month  both  in  the  number  of  books  drawn 
and  in  the  number  of  new  books  purchased. 

Calumet. 

The  report  of  the  public  library  of  the  Calumet  and  Hecla  Mining  Com- 
pany for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1907,  shows  how  extensively  the 
reading  rooms  of  that  splendid  institution  are  patronized.  Total  number 
of  volumes  in  hbrary,  27,277;  pictures,  7,569;  local  photographs,  274;  clippings, 
3,271.  Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines,  141,533;  picture  circula- 
tion, 4,545;  clippings  used,  708;  registration,  7,403;  cards  issued,  2,172. 
The  following  reading  lists  have  been  issued  during  the  ^ear:  Number  12, 
Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  with  special  reference  to  the  copper  country ; 
number  13,  two  hundred  entertaining  novels, 

Cheboygan. 

In  March,  1908,  the  board  of  education  passed  resolutions  accepting  Mr. 
Carnegie's  donation  of  $15,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  free  public 
library  building,  and  agreeing  to  maintain  a  free  public  library  at  a  cost  of 
not  less  than  $1,500  a  year  and  to  provide  a  site.  Owing  to  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  location,  the  matter  was  dropped  and  up  to  September  nothing 
further  had  been  done.  The  board  have  not  given  up  the  idea  and  it  now 
rests  with  the  people  to  say  whether  they  want  a  library  or  not,  ooolr 
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Chippewa  County, 


CommiBBioDer  Thomas  R.  Easterday,  of  Chippewa,  states  that  practically 
all  of  the  district  schools  which  were  not  already  possessed  of  district  libraries 
voted  OD  the  proposition  at  their  annual  meetings  and  carried  it. 

DBTRorr. 

Public  library  (43d  report,  1907).  Added,  10,893;  total,  228,395.  Issued 
home  use,  726,982.  The  inadequate  quarters  of  the  library  is  the  subject 
for  considerable  comment  in  the  report.  Several  stations  and  one  branch 
have  been  opened  during  the  year. 

Ernest  Stather,  principal  assistant  in  the  Southwark  street  senior  mixed 
school,  Nottingham,  England,  a  member  of  the  Mosely  commission  of  1906-7, 
says  in  his  official  report  coQcerning  educational  conditions  in  the  U.  S.: 

"  In  most  places  there  is  a  close  working  connection  between  the  public 
libraries  and  the  schools.  At  Detroit,  for  instance,  a  town  about  the  size 
of  Nottingham,  the  library  contains  some  200  sets  of  graded  supplementary 
readers,  each  set  containing'  from  two  to  four  copies.  These  are  chosen 
by  a  committee  of  the  teachers  with  reference  to  the  work  of  all  grades. 
On  application,  a  set  is  sent  to  the  school  for  two  or  three  weeks  so  that  it 
may  he  read  in  class  and  taken  home  by  the  children  if  desired.  There  is 
also  a  splendid  collection  of  juvenile  literature  lent  through  the  schools. 
A  special  feature  in  this  town  is  a  juvenile  reading  and  reference  room 
presided  over  by  experts,  who  aid  boys  and  girls  in  seeking  information  bear- 
ing on  their  lessons.  Occasionally  during  school  hours,  teachers  visit  with 
their  classes  to  hear  short  lectures  on  subjects  connected  with  libraries  and 
books.  Most  high  and  some  large  elementary  schools  have  well  equipped  li- 
braries and  study  or  reference  rooms  of  their  own  in  charge  of  competent 
librarians.     They  are  often  kept  open  an  hour  or  two  after  school  hours." 

Eaton  Rapids. 

The  city  of  Eaton  Rapids  is  now  sure  of  a  Carnegie  Library.  The  council 
has  already  voted  to  maintain  the  library  on  the  conditions  named  by  Mr. 
Carnegie.     It  is  to  be  a  $10,000  building. 

Grand  Marais. 

Alger  county  will  furnish  reading  matter  for  the  county  jail  prisoners. 
Probate  Judge  Doig,  who  is  chairman  of  the  board,  has  recommended  the 

tiurchase  of  some  good  books.  The  commission  will  also  petition  the  next 
egislature  to  divert  a  portion  of  the  penal  fines  to  the  establishment  of  jail 
libraries. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Public  library  for  vear  ending  March  31,  1908.  Added,  10,116;  total, 
83,354.  Issued  home'  use,  307,448.  Reading  room  use,  203,998.  Total 
number  of  cards  issued,  5,783;  total  number  of  cards  in  force,  20,863.  Three 
branch  libraries  were  opened  during  the  year.  The  West  Side  branch  library 
is  the  fifth  to  be  established,  and  the  first  to  occupy  a  building  of  its  own. 
There  are  two  reading  rooms,  one  for  children  and  the  other  for  adults. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  series  of  lectures  and  exhibitions  to 
take  place  during  the  winter  both  at  the  main  building  and  at  the  branches. 
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In  Chftrities  and  the  Commons,  AprU  25,  1908,  is  an  article  by  May  G. 
Quigley,  librarian  for  children,  which  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
memorial  Ubraries  for  sick  and  crippled  children  in  the  Grand  Rapids  pubhc 
library, 

Habbor  Springs. 

The  new  library  building  was  dedicated  in  June.  Special  services  were 
held  in  the  new  reading  room.  Dr.  David  R.  Breed  delivered  an  address 
and  others  spoke  upon  the  history  and  financial  status  of  the  library  associa- 
tion. 

Hart. 

The  Woman's  Progressive  club  of  Hart  is  exerting  itself  to  raise  funds  to 
purchase  books  for  the  Hart  school  library.  This  is  the  weak  spot  in  the 
Hart  school,  the  teachers  feel  the  great  lack  of  a  good  working  library. 

Hillsdale. 

Through  the  generous  bequest  of  a  former  citizen,  Hillsdale  is  now  in 
possession  of  one  of  the  finest  public  libraries  in  the  State.  The  Mitchell 
library,  the  gift  of  the  late  Charles  T.  Mitchell  to  the  city  of  Hillsdale,  was 
dedicated  July  15th.  The  building  was  Mr,  Mitchell's  private  residence 
and  has  been  remodeled  into  a  most  satisfactory  library  building.  The 
work-  has  been  done  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Theodore  W.  Koch,  librarian 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  organizing  was  done  by  Miss  Mary 
P.  Farr.    Miss  Mary  Pratt  of  Hillsdale  has  been  appointed  librarian. 

HoLLT. 

The  library  of  the  Ladies'  Library  Association,  which  was  put  on  a  free 
basis  last  year  through  the  benevolence  and  public  spirit  of  a  number  of 
citizens,  who  contributed  the  greater  part  of  the  funds  to  make  the  service 
free,  is  now  being  largely  patronized  and  over  200  books  are  drawn  out  and 
returned  every  week.  The  library  contains  about  2,000  books.  The  lecture 
course  being  given  by  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  is  also  being  well 
patronized  and  is  assured  of  a  financial  success.  The  money  cleared  from 
it  will  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  library.  Miss  Lauretta 
Ostrander  now  holds  the  position  of  librarian. 

Houghton. 

Houghton  is  to  have  its  Carnegie  or  public  library.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
taxpayers  of  school  district  No.  1  of  Portage  township,  the  offer  of  Andrew 
Carnegie  to  donate  a  $15,000  library  building  was  accepted  and  the  board 
of  education  was  authorized  to  appropriate  $1,500  from  the  general  fund  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  institution.  A  subscription  list  has  been  circulated 
to  raise  funds  to  purchase  the  site. 

Houghton. 

Michigan  College  of  Mines.  A  new  library  and  mineralogical  building 
is  under  construction,  in  cost  representing  an  expenditure  of  S50,000  and  in 
equipment  $25,000  more.  The  building  will  be  130  by  50  feet,  with  large 
wing,  and  will  be  entirely  of  fireproof  construction.    With  the  basement 
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extending  above  ground,  it  will  virtually  be  three  stories  in  height.  The 
library,  located  in  the  wing,  will  have  book  stack  room  for  60,000  volumes, 
double  the  size  of  the  library  at  present. 

Ionia. 

Hall-Fowler  library.  The  annual  report  of  the  secretary,  embracing  the 
librarian's  report,  shows  a  steady  increase  in  public  interest  and  apprecia- 
tion, there  being  more  books  circulated  than  in  any  previous  year,  and 
more  readers  at  the  library.  Total  number  of  books  circulated,  19,384; 
books  added  during  year  by  purchase,  453;  books  added  by  gift,  90;  total 
number  of  individual  borrowers  (estimated),  2,400;  total  volumes  in  library, 
3,568.  The  city  library  authorities  are  planning  to  open  a  library  extension 
system.  Two  or  three  sub-stations  are  to  be  opened,  through  wUch  reading 
will  be  supplied  to  persons  on  the  flats  and  other  localities.  Reading  will 
also  be  placed  in  the  factories  for  the  use  of  employes  during  rest  hours, 
and  after  the  books  and  magazines  have  made  the  rounds  of  the  sub-stations 
they  will  wind  up  at  the  county  jail.  Persons  having  old  magazines  to  con- 
tribute should  notify  the  library. 

ISHPBHIKO. 

The  Cam^e  public  library  reports  that  the  average  monthly  increase  in  the 
circulation  of  books  for  home  use  during  the  fiscal  year  which  will  end  April 
30,  will  probably  be  1,000. 

Jackson. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  Rush,  Jackson's  new  public  hbrarian, 
a  new  set  of  rules  have  been  proposed,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  keynote  of  these  rules,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  changes  contemplated 
by  the  present  administration,  is  to  offer  to  the  citizens  of  Jackson  oppor- 
tunities for, the  freer  use  of  the  library.  The  reference  department  wiU  in 
a  short  tjme  be  brought  down  and  shelved  on  the  first  floor  where  it  mil  be 
of  easier  access. 

Lansing. 

Public  library.  44,446  volumes  were  issued  for  home  use  from  the  mun 
library,  5,239  volumes  from  the  three  school  branches,  making  a  total  circu- 
lation of  49,685.  This  is  an  increase  of  12  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year. 
Work  on  the  card  catalog  was  begun  in  March  so  the  serious  handicap  under 
which  the  library  has  been  working  will  soon  be  removed  and  more  attention 
can  be  given  to  the  further  development  of  the  hbrary.  Lists  of  books  on 
machinery  and  electricity  were  printed  and  distributed  to  the  factories, 
resulting  in  an  increased  interest  in  this  class  of  books. 

Lenawee  County. 

The  Ubrary  fund  arising  from  the  penfd  fines  is  lai^er  this  year  than  ever 
before.  The  total  number  of  children  enumerated  in  the  county  is  11,234 
and  the  amount  per  capita  is  16.52  cents.  This  fund  is  apportioned  by  the 
county  treasurer. 
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Manistee. 

The  annual  report  of  the  public  library  records  a  circulation  of  49,844; 
4,261  borrowers;  9,150  volumes  on  shelves.  Two  distributing  stations 
have  been  established  in  the  schools,  where  books  are  given  out  during  the 
summer  months  as  welt  as  during  the  school  year.  In  addition,  108  teachers' 
cards  are  in  service. 

Marquette. 

Miss  Ann  Duncan,  who  succeeds  Miss  Oleon  as  librarian  at  the  Peter 
White  public  hbrary,  commenced  her  duties  as  librarian  in  November. 

Mabshall. 

Last  June  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  decided  to  conduct  its  library 
as  a  free  institution.  The  appreciation  of  the  public  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  850  names  are  registered.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  February,  W.  J. 
Dibble  offered  $200  and  F.  A.  Stuart  S300  toward  supporting  the  free  library. 
The  association  is  hopeful  that  the  city  will  consider  the  offer  given  by  these 
gentlemen,  that  if  the  city  will  maintain  a  free  public  library  they  will  erect 
the  building.    The  association  would  donate  its  books  and  the  money  on  hand. 

Mason, 

Dr.  R.  M,  Paine,  who  moved  to  Mason  from  Chicago  about  a  year  ago, 
has  presented  over  100  books  to  the  high  school  library.  Among  them  are 
the  complete  works  of  Scott  and  Bulwer  Lytton,  and  30  bound  volumes 
of  the  Century  magazine.    The  library  now  contains  about  2,500  volumes. 

Menominee. 

October  21st  was  observed  as  library  day  by  the  Menominee  Woman's 
club.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  State  Librarian,  addressed  the  club  on  "Library 
work  in  Michigan." 


Margaret  Upleger  (Pratt  '07)  has  returned  to  her  former  position  as  librarian 
at  Mt.  Clemens. 

Neoaunee, 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  city  will  have  to  either  enlarge  the 
library  quarters  in  the  city  building  or  move  the  library  to  some  other  place, 
as  the  rooms  are  now  crowded.  The  library  has  had  a  great  growth  in  pat- 
ronage the  past  five  years,  since  it  was  reopened  along  new  Unes.  Prior  to 
five  years  ago  very  little  attention  was  paid  to  library  matters  and  there  was 
no  adequate  system.  Miss  Willett,  the  bbrarian,  has  made  a  wonderful 
change. 

There  are  now  over  5,000  volumes  in  the  library.  Of  this  number  over 
1,000  are  children's  books.  When  Miss  Willett  took  charge  there  were  no 
children's  books  and  less  than  1,000  reference  and  other  publications.  The 
books  are  now  being  recatalogued,  a  separate  catalogue  being  pr^ared 
for  the  children's  books.    The  monthly  circulation  of  the  library  dunng_the 
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five  year  period  has  increased  from  less  than  300  to  from  1,900  to  2,400. 
The  circulation  usually  reaches  at  least  the  1,900  mark,  and  several  months 
during  the  past  year  it  has  considerably  exceeded  2,000, 

\  Painesdale. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  managing  board  of  the  Fune  memorial  library  in 
September  a  report  was  presented  covering  the  circulation  for  the  past 
three  months,  a  total  circulation  during  June  O&701,  July  of  653  and  August 
of  588.  Of  the  total  circulation  a  fair  percentage  was  among  residents  of 
the  Baltic  mine  location.  In  response  to  requests  made  by  residents  of 
Trimountain  the  board  of  managers  has  decided  to  open  a  branch  library 
there,  and  arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  do  this.  The  new  branch 
will  be  established  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Trimountain  mine  ofGce  and 
will  be  similar  in  mo^  respects  to  the  branch  established  some  months  ago 
at  Baltic.  Within  a  few  days  the  rooms  chosen  will  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  carpenters,  who  will  install  shelves  and  other  needed  equipment. 

Miss  Gertrude  H.  Lockwood  was  selected  by  the  board  for  libranan  on 
account  of  her  special  HtnesB  for  the  work  in  this  section.  She  has  had 
courses  in  Harvard  and  in  the  New  York  school  of  philanthropy,  and  has 
done  considerable  work  in  investigating  factory  conditions  for  the  Consumers' 
league.  In  addition  she  has  had  the  course  for  children's  library  work  ia 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Pbtoskey. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  Petoskey's  new  Cam^e  library 
building  was  let  by  the  commission  to  the  Olson  Contracting  Co.,  of  Muskegon. 
The  contract  price  was  $13,890,  and  the  company  furnished  a  surety  bond 
of  115,000  for  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  work.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Johosoa 
gave  $5,000  to  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  a  site.  The  laying  of  the  comer- 
stone  took  place  September  25, 

Port  Huron. 

The  report  of  the  public  libraiy  shows  receipts  for  the  year  of  17,217; 
13,794  volumes  on  the  shelves;  7,000  readers  and  a  circulation  of  51,430, 

Redridqe. 

A  new  public  library  has  been  opened  in  Redridge.  The  town  has  been 
satisfied  with  traveling  libraries  for  several  years,  but  after  careful  con- 
sideration the  board  of  education  saw  fit  to  install  a  library  for  the  public, 
as  well  as  for  school  purposes. 

Richland. 

The  Ladies'  Library  Association  lost  S500  in  the  bank  failure  of  Richland. 
The  association  had  counted  on  this  money  to  complete  its  library  building 
and  ia  working  persistently  to  raise  the  required  amount  to  place  the  building 
in  [HOper  condition. 
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Rochester. 

The  Ladies'  Library  at  Rocliester,  one  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  its  kind 
in  the  State,  has  ceased  to  exist.  It  contained  more  than  500  votumes, 
which  were  circulated  to  all  parts  of  Oakland  county.  It  was  organized 
by  charter  in  February,  1S82.     The  books  have  been  sold. 

Romeo. 
By  a  vote  of  141  to  47,  Romeo  decided  in  March  to  have  a  public  library. 

Saginaw, 

The  trustees  of  the  Hoyt  library  have  decided  to  keep  its  reading  room 
open  every  day  in  the  week.  Formerly  the  library  was  closed  to  the  public 
on  Thursdays.  The  privileges  of  the  Hoyt  hbrary  and  reading  room  are 
open  to  all. 

Michigan  Employment  Institute  for  the  Blind.  An  addition  of  300 
volumes  to  the  library  has  been  announced.  The  library,  which  now  num- 
bers upward  of  1,200  volumes,  has  developed  into  one  of  the  most  important 
features  of  the  institution.  Books  are  shipped  anywhere  in  the  country 
upon  application  from  a  blind  person.  They  are  carried  free  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  mails. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  Kbrary  for  the  fiscal  year  1007-8  contains 
figures  which  show  an  unmistakable  increase  in  appreciation  by  the  public 
of  the  institution.  Volumes  added,  706;  total  number  of  volumes,  5,594; 
circulation,  29,750.  The  interior  of  the  library  has  been  decorated  and  now 
presents  an  appearance  in  keeping  with  the  artistic  architectural  d^gn 
of  the  building. 

Sturqib. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  Carnegie  library  was  laid  September  11th. 
Judge  George  L.  Yaple  of  Mendon  delivered  the  address  and  Mrs.  Sboecraft 
gave  a  short  speech  on  how  the  women's  clubs  helped  to  get  the  library. 

Traverse  City. 

The  story  hours  began  at  the  public  library  in  November  and  will  occur 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  the  main  building.  These  "story  hours" 
proved  not  only  very  attractive  last  year  but  instructive  as  well,  the  founda- 
tion for  better  reading  being  laid. 
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REPORT  OF  R.  D.  BAILEY,  LIBRARY  COUNTY  ORGANIZER. 
State  Inbtttotions. 

AsTLuu  FOR  Insane  Criuinals,  Ionia. 

Fifty^four  of  the  375  iDmates  are  women.  The  library  cootainfi  400 
volumcB,  practically  all  fiction  of  the  older  class,  and  essays.  Dewey  system 
not  used.  One  of  the  doctors  attached  to  the  inatitution  acts  as  Ubrarian. 
About  75  volumes  were  bought  last  year  at  a  cost  of  forty  dollars.  As  the 
doctor  goes  into  a  ward  twice  a  day  any  patient  may  ask  him  for  &  book. 
A  typewritten  list  of  books  is  in  charge  of  the  attendant  of  each  ward,  and 
an  inmate  may  ask  to  see  it.  No  kind  of  accession  book  is  used,  neither  are 
any  magazines  taken.  Three  or  four  papers  are  taken  and  handed  out 
among  the  inmates,  some  of  whom  take  papers  and  magazines  of  their  own. 
About  two  dozen  have  papers  from  relatives.  Three  or  four  are  received 
from  publishers.  The  library  has  been  established  ten  or  twelve  years. 
A  record  exists  of  an  appropriation  of  S200  in  1889,  of  which  quite  a  portion 
was  spent  for  the  inatitution  medical  library.  The  superintendent  selects 
and  purchases  all  books.  Doubtless  immediate  and  frequent  additions 
of  modem  books,  selected  with  title  special  needs  of  this  special  class  of  users, 
will  be  found  fitting. 

AsYLDU  FOR  Insane,  Kalauazoo. 

The  patients  here  number  875  women  and  950  men,  with  about  400  em- 
ployes. The  library  contains  2,000  volumes,  of  which  about  50  have  been 
added  during  the  past  year,  on  the  selection  of  the  assistant  superintendent. 
Thirty-two  periodicals  are  taken.  Amount  spent  for  maintenance  is  unknown 
at  the  library.  Closed  shelves  are  found  necessary.  A  small,  two-drawer 
card  catalogue  arranged  wholly  by  titles  is  in  use.  The  Dewey  system  is 
not  used.  Books  are  not  accessioned  systematically.  Men  are  allowed  one 
hour  on  Friday,  women,  one  hour  on  Saturday  of  each  week  in  which  to  draw 
books.  From  ten  to  twenty  men  and  about  fifty  women  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity.  All  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  very  small  library  room 
and  to  select  books  for  themselves  on  these  occasions. 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Newberrt. 

For  the  723  patients  there  is  a  Ubrary  of  650  volumes  and  fifteen  periodicals. 
No  new  books  have  been  added  for  about  three  years.  The  library  is  in 
neat  cases  in  the  main  hall  and  shows  evidences  of  being  well  cared  for. 
Every  other  day  patients  come  in  with  attendants  to  get  books.  A  book 
may  be  kept  a  week  without  renewal.  Attendants  use  the  library  more 
than  the  patients  who  are  largely  Scandinavian.  If  books  for  Finns,  Swedes, 
Austrians  and  Italians  were  available  the  library  would  be  more  used.  The 
attendants  feel  the  need  of  better  books.  About  75  per  cent  of  the  inmates 
are  foreign  born.  Neither  Dewey  system,  card  catalogue  nor  accession 
books   are  used.     All  books   are  covered.     The  catalogue  is  typewritten. 
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Asylum  fob  Insane,  Pontiac. 

The  institution  contains  646  men  and  6^3  women.  The  library  is  open 
Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  one  hour  for  women;  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Friday  (or  men.  One  book  may  be  drawn  at  a  time  and  kept  two  weeks. 
A  new  one  may  be  drawn  every  time  the  library  ie  open  to  that  sex.  About 
1,750  volumes  occupy  the  shelves,  divided  as  follows:  Fiction,  624  volumes; 
narrative,  description,  travel,  adventure,  125;  miscellaneous,  philosophical, 
poetical,  religious,  sociological,  226;  magazines  (bound),  363;  att^dants 
library  of  nursing,  69.  The  only  source  of  supply  now  is  gifts.  The  State 
pays  for  binding  magazines.  Periodicals  are  left  in  the  office  ten  days  then 
sent  to  the  halb;  whence  they  are  recalled  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
last  purchase  of  books  was  in  1890.  The  selection  of  books  rests  with  the 
librarian  and  the  committee  of  doctors  attached  to  the  asylum.  The  library  ia 
housed  in  a  good  room.  The  greatest  demand  is  for  fiction,  then  for  bound 
magazines. 

Asylum  tor  Insane,  Traverse  City. 

The  1,357  inmates  use  a  library  of  1,300  books,  of  which  700  are  available, 
and  most  of  which  have  been  in  use  23  years,  and  are  practically  worn  out. 
The  superintendent  says  that  new  books  are  needed;that  an  appropriation  of 
S250  is  available;  that  he  will  not  spend  it  all  at  once,  and  that  oe  will  use 
it  mostly  for  fiction  to  be  added  from  time  to  time.  He  says  that  the  claaa 
of  reading  here  must  be  tight,  bright,  attractive,  picture  books,  etc.  Tbe 
works  of  £.  P.  Roe  and  Marion  Crawford  are  in  good  demand.  The  State 
pays  for  no  periodicals  for  the  inmates ;  the  superintendent  takes  mx  primarily 
for  the  patients.  Ten  or  twelve  publishers  send  county  papers  free.  The 
superintendent  says  if  the  institution  has  20  or  25  of  the  leading  magazines 
it  would  fill  a  great  need.  Some  gifts  of  old  magazines  are  received.  Tbe 
State  pays  for  no  papers  here,  but  the  superintendent  and  staff  take  seven 
or  eight  dailies,  which  are  placed  where  the  patients  use  them.  In  library 
work  in  an  asylum  there  is  always  danger  from  destructive  patients.  The 
library  is  in  four  cases  at  the  top  landing  of  tbe  stairs,  in  charge  of  an  inmate, 
and  is  open  Saturday  afternoon  only,  though  a  patient  can  get  a  book  at 
any  time,  through  an  attendant.     There  is  no  public  reading  room. 

Detroit  House  op  Correction. 

The  number  of  prisoners  ranges  from  330  to  500.  Fifty-three  per  cent 
are  committed  for  thirty  days  or  less;  94  per  cent  for  ninety  days  or  leas. 
Thus,  only  a  very  small  percentage  have  long  sentences,  which  readers  a 
large  library  less  necessary.  The  library  contains  at  all  times  from  1,200 
to  1,500  volumes,  to  which  new  ones  are  being  added  and  from  which  old 
ones  are  constantly  discarded.  As  the  books  are  the  cheapest  editions, 
none  are  rebound,  although  repairs  to  some  extent  are  made  in  the  prison. 
Funds  are  taken  from  the  regular  earnings  of  the  institution.  The  sum  of 
$81.66  was  spent  on  the  library  during  1907.  A  few  approved  weekly, 
but  no  daily  papers  are  admitted.  The  institution  subscribes  for  25  periotU- 
cals.  Some  inmates  subscribe  for  approved  ones.  The  warden  does  not 
approve  of  gifts  of  reading  from  homes.  When  a  prisoner  is  received  here 
for  long  sentence  he  is  given  a  catalogue  and  a  card  and  told  to  make  a  list 
by  number  of  20-25  books  that  he  prefers.  The  book  of  his  choice  is  pat 
into  his  cell  during  the  day  by  the  librarian,  an  inmate  of  the  prison.    T)^ 
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warden  believes  that  good  reading  is  one  of  the  best  disciplinary  means  he 
can  use.  Inmates  need  never  be  without  reading,  unless  through  their 
own  carelessness.  The  night  watch  does  some  distributing  of  magazines 
on  his  rounds.  There  is  a  Bible  for  each  cell.  There  is  a  dearth  of  books 
for  the  PoUsh,  Hungarian,  Italian  and  Armenian  inmates.  The  library 
affords  no  reference  books.  The  books  are  nearly  all  fiction.  The  boys 
like  travel  and  adventure,  the  men  light  fiction.  Each  cell  has  electric 
light  from  dark  to  9  p.  m. 

Employment  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Saginaw. 

The  age  of  admission  is  from  18  to  60  years.  A  majority  of  the  books  here 
were  donated.  The  American  Braille  system  of  print  is  used.  Mrs.  Matilda 
Ziegler,  of  New  York  City,  furnishes  funds  to  publish  a  free  monthly  magazine 
in  the  two  point  system  which  is  the  system  current  in  America.  Also, 
the  Seventh  Day  Adventists  publish  and  furnish  free  a  monthly  magazine 
in  the  two-point  sj'stem.  The  first  half  of  the  magazine  is  interdenomina- 
tional, neither  the  sect  nor  their  teachings  being  mentioned;  the  second  half 
is  devoted  to  news.  Any  blind  subscriber  in  the  United  States  or  Canada 
may  receive  these  two  magazines  free.  The  coming  of  these  magazines 
has  reduced  the  circulation  of  books.  The  books  embossed  in  American 
Braille  print  number  676;  New  York  point,  447;  European  Braille  system, 
93;  Roman  line-letter  type,  566.  Circulation  is  about  half  as  many  in  line- 
letter  as  in  New  York  point;  about  half  as  many  in  the  latter  as  in  American 
Braille.  The  federal  statutes  allow  free  distribution  of  reading  matter  for 
the  blind  through  the  mails.  Under  certain  conditions  the  library  here 
will  send  a  book  to  blind  readers  in  other  states.  Inmates  here  may  ask  the 
librarian  for  books  any  time  they  meet  him.  One  hour  each  day  some  one 
reads  aloud  to  those  who  care  to  listen,  one-half  hour  from  papers  and  one- 
half  hour  from  works  of  literature.  The  librarian  says:  "The  needs  of 
the  adult  blind  as  to  books  have  not  been  looked  after  as  yet  to  a  sufficient  . 
extent.  Most  of  the  books  have  been  prepared  for  the  young.  The  great 
impediment  to  pubUc  hbraries  adding  many  books  for  blind  is  the  lack  of 
a  uniform  system  of  printing."  The  need  of  additional  material  is  felt 
here  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  legislature  will  be  generous.  Last  year 
300  books  were  added  at  a  cost  of  S500-t600.  Selection  is  by  the  superin- 
tendent, on  recommendation  of  the  librarian.  There  is  a  deficiency  of 
reUgious  books.  There  is  yet  no  complete  Bible  for  the  blind,  only  frag- 
ments; practically  no  fiction  for  blind;  no  dictionary  in  Braille.  An  ap- 
propriation is  asked  for  to  keep  some  one  steadily  employed  in  the  printing 
room.  "Some  religious  institution  ought  to  take  this  up."  Circulation 
of  books  here  is  about  100  per  month. 

Michigan  Reformatory,  Ionia, 

The  560  inmates  are  supplied  by  a  library  of  1,921  volumes,  to  which  65 
volumes  were  added  last  year.  Twenty-six  magazines  are  taken,  primarily 
for  the  teachers.  When  new  ones  come  the  previous  month's  numbers 
are  loaned  to  the  men.  No  great  ^ort  is  made  to  have  them  returned. 
Books  are  purchased  by  the  warden  and  the  matron,  who  hand  them  to  the 
reformatory  a  few  at  a  time.  There  is  no  systematic  growth.  Circulation 
in  June,  1908,  3,012;  last  year,  40,215;  last  two  years,  83,147.  Inmates  may 
exchange  books  every  day  if  they  nish.     In  the  regular  circulation  of  books 
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the  men  have  no  choice,  they  must  take  what  happens  to  be  issued  to  them. 
The  librarian  distributee  the  books  daily,  taking  tnem  in  turn,  as  they  happen 
to  come  and  places  one  in  each  cell.  By  making  special  request  a  prisoner 
can  get  an  extra  book.  The  library  is  divided  aa  follows:  Reference, 
20;  history,  62;  biography,  54;  poetry,  43;  science,  40;  fiction,  1,697,  There 
are  more  requests  for  histtny  than  for  fiction.  The  warden  and  the  librarian 
wish  to  modernize  the  library.  Many  of  the  prisoners  take  correspondence 
courses  and  try  to  read  along  the  line  of  study.  There  are  calls  for  books 
beyond  the  resources  of  the  library.  The  officials  in  chaise  desire  to  supply 
these  needs,  S42.35  were  spent  for  books  last  year.  This  fund  is  derived 
largely  from  the  fee  charged  visitors. 

Northern  State  Prison,  Marquette. 

For  the  316  inmates  there  is  a  library  of  4,000  volumes,  and  one  periodical. 
Four  hundred  volumes  were  added  last  year:  The  prisoners  subscribe  for 
their  own  periodicals  and  papers,  about  20  magazines  and  many  newspapers 
being  taken  thus.  Neither  the  Dewey  system,  a  card  catalogue  nor  standard 
accession  book  are  used,  but  some  form  of  substitute  has  been  evolved  by 
the  librarian,  one  of  the  inmates.  Each  prisoner  has  a  copy  of  the  printed 
catalogue,  from  which  he  selects  books  wanted.  A  new  book  may  be  had 
any  day.  There  is  electric  light  in  the  cells  from  dark  to  9  p.  m.  Fiction 
is  the  most  used.  Books  are  selected  by  the  librarian  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  warden.  There  is  not  a  Bible  in  each  cell,  but  one  is  furnished  on 
request.  A  majority  of  the  men  read.  Attendance  at  the  school  held 
winter  evenings  is  compulsory  for  all  who  cannot  read  or  write. 

School  for  Deaf,  Flint. 

The  number  of  pupils  here  averages  325,  who  have  the  use  of  5,745  volumes, 
valued  at  S3,450.  There  are  870  state  and  government  publications.  Three 
hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents  was  spent  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1908.  Two  copies  each  are  taken  of  12  magazines. 
Magazines  are  not  bound.  The  superintendent  chooses  all  books.  Five 
hundred  seventy-six  were  added  during  the  year.  The  library  has  neither 
card  catalogue  nor  accession  record  book.  Additions  are  known  only  by 
the  invoice  and  the  inventory.  The  room  is  open  all  day  for  the  five  school 
days.  A  pupil  may  have  all  the  books  be  wishes.  Efforts  are  made  to 
increase  the  use  of  the  library.  Two  hundred  fifty  dollars  worth  of  books  are 
usually  added  each  year  from  special  appropriations.  Children  under  the 
fifth  grade  do  not  use  the  library  much.  The  hbrary  presents  a  fine  appearance 
in  its  beautiful  room. 

School  for  Feeble  Minded,  Lapeer. 

There  are  412  boys  and  390  girls  in  the  institution,  not  counting  20  out 
visiting.     Average  length  of  stay  is  the  natural  life,  which  is  usually  short. 

One  hundred  twenty-five  volumes  in  verj'  cheap  binding  constitute  the 
library.  No  periodicals  are  taken.  Teachers  report  a  clamor  for  books 
from  the  several  hundred  children  whose  degree  of  mentality  is  amenable 
to  training.  The  superintendent  deeply  regrets  the  condition  of  the  library, 
and  desires  to  very  materially  improve  it  without  delay. 
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Soldiers'  Home.  Grand  Rapids. 

The  700  inmates  of  the  Home  have  the  use  of  a  library  of  3,150  volumes, 
24  magazines  and  12  newspapers,  the  latter  being  received  free  from  pub- 
lishers. To  this  are  added  maay  unsold  papers  from  the  news  stand  of  a 
certain  Grand  Rapids  hotel,  and  also  many  magazines  are  received  as  gifts. 

The  library  is  open  six  hours  every  day  for  reading.  Books  may  be  drawn 
every  week  day.  About  sijrty  books  a  day  are  issued  in  winter;  about 
thirty  a  day  in  summer.    Magazines  are  issued  like  books. 

The  library  is  a  great  consolation  to  many  who  would  otherwise  find  that 
time  hung  on  their  hands.  The  library  contuns  practically  nothing  on  science, 
art,  or  philosophy,  but  mostly  fiction;  some  history  especially  that  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  Civil  War,  and  about  100  religious  books.  There  are 
a  good  many  blind  here  whose  friends  read  to  them.  About  half  the  library 
is  fiction;  the  rest  bound  magazines,  history,  rehgion,  with  a  few  books  on 
travel  and  exploration.  Neither  the  Dewey  system  nor  the  card  index  is  used. 
The  record  of  disbursements  is  very  simple,  being  kept  in  three  old  ledgers, 
one  for  books,  one  for  magazines  and  one  for  the  names  of  citizens  who  are 
permitted  to  use  the  library.  \ot  such  a  great  dedre  is  manifested  to  read 
about  the  Civil  War  as  would  be  supposed. 

The  record  of  incoming  books  is  a  typewritten  sheet  added  to  a  loose- 
leaf  ledger,  and  the  invoice  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office.  For  references 
the  library  affords  only  an  old  set  of  Chamb^'s  Encyclopedia,  and  Larned's 
History  for  ready  reference.  The  open  shelf  system  prevfuls  practically. 
During  the  last  year  S300  was  spent  on  the  library,  including  the  hbrarian's 
salary.  Books  are  selected  by  the  librarian,  adjutant  and  commandant, 
and  purchased  by  the  adjutant. 

State  Indostrial  Houe  for  Giru,  Adrian. 

About  300  girls  are  here  at  one  time.  The  superintendent  is  very  anxious  to 
make  extensive  enlargements  in  the  library.  The  last  addition  of  books  was 
made  ten  years  ago.  The  shelves  now  contain  1,400  to  1,500  volumes.  Eight 
copies  each  of  twelve  periodicals  are  subscribed  for,  in  addition  to  ten  copies 
each  of  St.  Nicholas,  Youth's  Companion  and  Ladies' Home  Journal.  Matrons 
of  the  several  cottages  come  to  the  general  library  and  make  a  selection  of 
not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  seventy-five  volumes,  and  take  these  to 
their  cottages.  The  teachers  try  to  get  the  right  book  into  the  right  hands. 
The  library  shows  great  care  and  intelligent  use.  Books  may  be  kept  by 
a  girl  more  than  a  week  if  necessary.  Since  the  institution  started  1,573 
books  have  been  bought  for  girls  and  202  for  the  teachers'  library.  "Two 
sets  of  cyclopedias  and  one-haJf  dozen  other  books  constitute  the  reference 
library.  Almost  all  the  books  are  good  juveniles  of  ten  years  ago.  There 
is  a  sprinkling  of  good  fiction,  a  little  travel  and  many  bound  volumes  of 
St.  Nicholas,  Harper's  Young  People  and  Wide  Awake. 

State  Prison,  Jackson. 

The  763  inmates  of  the  prison  have  the  use  of  a  library  of  4,040  catalogued 
volumes  in  circulation.  No  books  have  been  added  in  the  last  five  years 
at  least.  The  librarian  reports  that  he  cannot  say  why  none  were  added. 
The  warden  is  the  purchasing  agent.  The  librarian  says:  "The  addition 
of  books  here  is  not  important  as  in  a  public  library,  as  the  inmates  are 
constantly  coming  and  going,  and  many  have  never  read  a  book  before. 
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SO  here  is  all  they  aeed.  As  sooa  as  I  see  more  are  needed  I  will  recommetid 
that  they  be  purchased,"  The  prisoners  bind  the  magazines,  rebind  the 
books  and  print  the  catalogues.  The  Dewey  system  is  not  used;  but,  instead, 
a  system  has  been  evolved  for  use  here.  Each  man  is  given  a  printed 
catalogue  in  book  form,  quite  well  sub-divided,  and  a  card  on  which  he  must 
write  the  numbers  of  twenty  books.  The  first  book  on  the  list  is  given  him, 
if  in  stock ;  if  not,  the  next.  He  is  allowed  to  keep  a  book  four  weeks,  though 
the  men  usually  get  one  a  week.  If  a  man  is  industrious  and  endeavors  to 
improve  himself  he  can  have  more  books  by  special  permission,  which  is 
gladly  given.  The  library  contains  two  sets  of  standard  encyclopedias  and 
four  standard  dictionaries.  Each  man  has  Webster's  Handy  Dictionary 
in  his  cell  all  the  time,  and  can  have  access  to  large  dictionaries  and  cyclopedias 
occasionally.  Each  cell  has  a  Bible.  If  a  book  is  wilfully  destroyed  the 
man  is  punished  and  library  privileges  are  removed.  A  man  may  finally 
be  restored  to  library  privil^es.  No  book  has  been  wilfully  destroyed  here 
in  five  years.  The  library  fund  is  a  percentage  of  gate  receipts  from  victors 
as  appropriated  by  the  board  of  control.  All  repair  work  on  the  library  is 
done  by  convicts.  Twenty-6ve  current  magazines  are  taken  and  such  daily 
papers  as  inmates  may  care  to  subscribe  for.    The  majority  of  the  men  in 

Erison  take  daily  papers  which  are  delivered  at  the  cell  each  evening.  They 
ave  electric  light  in  cells  from  dark  to  9  o'clock  in  the  evening.  While 
the  hbrary  does  not  run  strongly  to  fiction  what  is  here  is  drawn  on  heavily. 
History  is  the  next  class  most  extensively  drawn  upon. 

State  Public  School.  CoLOWATEai. 

The  children  here  live  in  commodious  and  exquisitely  neat  brick  houses 
called  cottages.  Each  cottage  contains  about  25  children,  who  range  from 
the  youngest  to  the  oldest,  the  children  not  being  placed  in  cottages  by  ages. 
An  examination  as  to  the  number  of  books  in  each  cottage  showed:  Three 
books  in  one  cottage;  nine  in  two  cottages;  five  in  one  cottage;  ten  in  one 
cottage;  nineteen  in  the  girls'  cottage.  In  the  girls'  cottage  there  were  23 
girls,  ranging  from  four  years  upwards;  only  three  were  over  twelve  years 
of  age.  The  institution  has  had  but  few  new  books  for  several  years.  The 
main  library  of  2,500  volumes  is  in  a  nice  room,  but  not  sufficiently  accessible 
to  the  children  and  the  majority  of  the  books  are  rather  too  old  for  the  young 
children  here.  They  were  not  selected  with  the  needs  of  the  little  children 
in  mind.  There  is  no  accession  book,  no  card  catalogue,  not  enough  juvenile 
papers  and  magazines.  There  is  a  lack  of  strictly  juvenile  books.  About 
150  pupils  are  enrolled  and  these  are  constantly  changing.  In  the  school 
hoiiee  Abbott's  histories  were  the  only  juvenile  library  books  in  that  room; 
in  the  room  for  oldest  children  were  forty  well  selected  books  for  young 
people.  The  library  is  open  one  hour  per  week  with  closed  shelves.  The 
librarian  is  often  away,  then  nothing  is  done  in  the  library.  When  it  is 
open  about  one-half  dozen  boys  call.  The  superintendent  is  overhauUng 
the  library  and  is  adding  an  adjoining  room  for  a  reading  room,  and  will 
add  juvenile  books,  for  which  the  appropriation  is  now  available.  He  will 
divide  the  greater  part  of  these  juvenile  books  among  the  cottages. 
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Adrian  College,  Adrian. 


About  175  students  are  enrolled.  The  library  contains  about  7,000 
volumes,  including  reports,  etc.  This  number  includes  many  old  theological 
works,  gifts  of  ministera.  A  little  less  than  100  voiumea,  including  gifts, 
have  been  added  during  the  past  year.  Books  are  selected  and  ordered 
by  the  president.  The  Dewey  system  is  not  used,  neither  is  there  a  card 
index  nor  accession  book,  "nie  present  library  room  being  crowded,  the 
president  plans  to  have  a  new  library  building  at  some  future  date.  From 
one-third  to  one>half  the  books  are  old  documents.  Closed  shelves  prevail. 
The  student  body  draws  very  largely  upon  the  Adrian  public  library.  The 
library  is  not  open  evenings. 

Albion  Colleqe,  Albion. 

The  library  of  18,618  volumes  is  in  a  separate  library  building.  Six  hundred 
voiumea  were  added  during  the  past  year  at  a  cost  of  about  S900.  One 
hundred  twenty  periodicals  are  subscribed  to.  The  Dewey  system  and  card 
index  are  used.  Four  hundred  sixty  students  use  the  hbrary.  Circulation 
outaide  the  library  was  10,000  last  year;  9,000  year  before;  7,500  the  year 
before  that.  The  open  shelf  system  Is  used.  Besides  the  day,  the  library 
ia  open  three  evenings  a  week;  other  evenings  being  reserved  for  literary 
societies  and  prayer  meetings.  The  librarian  has  two  student  assistants. 
Books  are  selected  by  the  president  of  the  college  on  recommendation  of 
heads  of  departments  and  of  the  librarian.  Library  training,  for  which 
no  credit  is  allowed,  is  given  one  hour  per  week  for  one  term.  The  last 
course  was  attended  by  ten  students.  The  hbrary  has  little  fiction,  except- 
ing the  standard  works,  is  strong  in  history,  political  economy  and  sociology. 
Not  much  has  been  added  in  science  lately.  The  greatest  deficiency  is  in 
fine  arts  and  music,  while  there  is  a  reasonably  good  supply  of  reference 
books. 

Alha  College,  Alma. 

This  institution  enrolls  276  students,  with  an  average  of  225  at  any  one 
time.  The  acceseion  book  shows  20,275  volumes  of  which  309  were  added 
last  year  at  a  coat  of  J60.  One  hundred  fifty-three  dollars  were  spent  on  the 
53  periodicals  subscribed  for.  Books  are  selected  by  heads  of  departments. 
The  librarian  now  goes  to  Cleveland  for  a  year's  work  in  the  library  school. 
The  Dewey  system,  and  the  card  catalogue  are  used  and  the  Library  Bureau 
patronized.  The  library  is  in  a  special  building  already  crowded.  The  open 
shelf  system  prevails.  Poole's  Index,  Reader's  Guide  and  Cumulative 
Index  are  used.     Circulation  last  year  was  3,485  volumes. 

;  Benton  Harbor  College,  Benton  Harbor. 

This  private  institution  has  enrolled  about  380  different  students  during 
the  year.  Not  much  of  a  feature  is  made  of  the  library  since  the  Carnegie 
library  was  established  in  the  city.  Twelve  to  fifteen  periodicals  are  taken. 
The  library  consists  of  about  500  government  reports,  150  reference  books. 
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mostly  cyclopedias  aad  cyclopediaa  of  literature  and  history.  One  hundred 
reference  text  books  for  branches  in  grades  and  in  high  school.  Neither  a 
card  syBtem  nor  a  system  of  classification  are  used. 

Benzoma  Ac\i>eht,  Benzonia. 

TMs  academy,  of  which  George  K.  Catton  is  principal,  has  a  hbrary  of 
4,000  to  5,000  volumes,  consisting  very  largely  of  gifts  of  minister's  libraries; 
consequently  it  contains  much  that  is  not  within  the  range  of  academy  life. 
While  there  are  many  good  books  along  the  lines  of  history,  essays,  travel 
and  bic^raphy,  its  few  books  on  the  various  branches  of  science  are  too  old 
to  be  entirely  reliable.  The  library  is  in  a  state  of  chaos,  books  being  placed 
upon  the  shelves  regardless  of  clsssification.  The  library  has  no  card  cata- 
logue nor  Reader's  Guides.  Mr.  Catton  is  very  anxious  to  have  an  organiser 
sent  from  the  State  Library  to  completely  overhaul  the  library,  discard 
what  was  obsolete  and  make  a  card  catalogue.  Mr.  Catton  said  he  would 
like  to  give  assistance,  and,  at  the  same  time,  have  two  assistants  from  the 
student  body  receive  some  training  also.  The  need  of  assistance  here  is 
very  pressing. 

Central  State  \ormal,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

The  city  of  Mt.  Pleasant  has  no  public  hbrary.  The  need  of  such  a  library 
is  not  kept  in  abeyance  by  the  Normal  library,  for  there  I  learned  that  it  is 
not  much  used  by  the  city  people. 

The  high  school  has  a  librair  of  1,200-1,500  volumes,  mainly  reference 
books.    The  high  school  does  not  depend  upon  the  Normal  library. 

The  hbrary  of  the  Central  State  Normal  is  divided  approximately  as  fol- 
lows: History,  2,500;  travel,  500;  literature,  2,200;  fine  arts,  300;  science, 
1,500;  education,  1,000;  philology,  200;  religion,  175;  sociology,  325; 
philosophy,  600;  cyclopedias  and  reference,  IM;  fiction,  1,200;  biography, 
1,500;  bound  magazines,  1,000. 

The  Central  Normal  hbrary  is  a  strong  working  library.  All  students 
must  use  the  library  in  the  preparation  of  lessons.  During  the  summer 
school  it  is  open  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  remains  open  all  day.  Ninety 
periodicals  are  taken.  The  Dewey  system  of  classification  and  Cutter 
book  numbers  are  used.  It  has  a  fine  card  catalogue.  The  open  shelf 
system  prevails.  Circulation  last  winter  averaged  180  volumes  per  day, 
besides  500  used  daily  in  the  library.  Books  are  purchased  from  those  recom- 
mended by  heads  of  departments.  One  thousand  two  hundred  twenty-six 
volumes  were  added  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Excepting  a  few 
lectures  per  year  by  the  librarian,  no  systematic  instruction  in  library  methods 
is  given. 

College  op  Mines   Houghton. 

The  librarian,  Mrs,  F.  H.  Scott,  contributes  to  the  data  given  below. 

This  is  strictly  a  science  hbrary,  Excepting  a  few  current  magazines 
no  effort  is  made  to  supply  any  but  boolcs  of  science  and  reference.  It  is 
rich  in  both  these  lines.  The  library  contains  22,254  volumes,  and  subscribes 
for  245  periodicals,  mostly  scientific,  many  in  French  and  German.  Seven 
hundred  volumes  were  added  during  the  last  twelve  months,  though  1,000 
is  the  usual  number.  The  souree  of  funds  is  the  general  fund  voted  by  the 
legislature.  The  library  is  crowded  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  but  will 
soon  move  into  a  beautiful  new  building  with  a  capacity  of  at  least  70,000 
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volumes.  This  building  will  be  used  also  as  sd  admioistratioD  building.  Two 
huadred  sixty-six  students  enrolled  last  year.  Mrs.  Scott,  though  not  a 
trained  librarian,  has  done  all  the  cataloguing  and  accessioning.  The  card 
catalogue  is  very  extensive  and  carefully  made.  The  library  has  some  needs 
that  it  cannot  fill.  The  State  Library  does  not  carry  what  the  Mining  Col- 
lege needs  to  borrow,  so  the  loans  are  made  from  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
from  the  John  Crerar  Library,  of  Chicago.  The  college  borrows  three  or 
four  times  per  year. 

County  Normal  Schools. 

Visits  have  thus  far  been  made  to  the  flourishing  county  normal  training 
classes  in  Kalkaska,  Mancelona,  Cadillac  and  Cheboygan;  a  sample  traveling 
library  was  shown  in  each  place,  and  in  each  the  superintendent  of  schools 
and  the  critic  teacher  gave  the  most  cordial  sumiort.  It  is  the  plan  to  get 
into  the  closest  possible  touch  with  the  41  schools  of  this  kind  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity,  as  it  is  believed  that  it  is  one  of  the  quickest  and  best 
means  of  spreading  the  spirit  of  library  extension  to  have  graduates  from 
these  classes  go  out  to  their  fields  of  work  imbued  with  the  hbrary  spirit. 

Ferris  Institute,  Bio  Rapids. 

Two  thousand  students  were  enrolled  here  last  year,  1,035  being  the  largest 
number  at  any  one  time.  The  library  contains  2,000  volumes,  mostly 
reference  and  to  supplement  class  work.  About  150  volumes  were  added 
last  year.  There  is  no  librarian;  each  teacher  acts  as  his  own.  There  is 
no  general  library  room,  the  books  on  a  topic  are  in  the  room  where  classes 
in  that  subject  recite.  Students  have  access  to  the  city  library  of  10,000 
volumes.  Books  are  selected  by  heads  of  departments.  About  $200  was 
spent  on  library  last  year.     Books  are  quite  up  to  date. 

Hillsdale  College,  HiLLaoALE. 

This  library  contains  about  16,000  volumes,  of  which  2,100,  including 
gjfts,  were  added  during  the  past  year.  About  $700  was  spent  on  library 
reading  room.  Of  the  2,100  added,  900  were  rarities;  of  the  remaining 
1,200  "some  were  valuable  and  some  were  not."  About  $240  was  s[>ent 
on  new  books.  Besides  week  days  the  library  is  open  evenings,  excepting 
Monday.  During  the  year  345  students  enroll,  while  from  250  to  260  are 
present  at  one  time.  Sixty-five  periodicals  are  subscribed  for,  and  many 
are  contributed,  making  a  total  of  nearly  100.  No  hbrary  training  is  given 
students.  Dewey  system  is  used.  It  is  the  practice  to  bind  all  periodicals, 
of  which  there  are  5,000-6,000  volumes,  used  with  Poole's  Index  and  Readers' 
Guide.     There  are  about  3,000  volumes  of  fiction. 

Hope  College,  Holland. 

For  the  300  students,  a  library  of  15,000  is  provided,  to  which  600-700  were 
added  last  year  at  a  cost  of  about  $500.  Not  over  seven  or  eight  periodicals 
are  taken. "  Books  are  selected  by  the  librarian  on  the  recommendation  of 
hea<^  of  departments.  The  library,  which  contains  but  little  fiction,  is 
strong  in  science,  history,  literature,  philosophy  and  religion,  and  is  open 
^  of  every  day,  excepting  Sunday,  the  open  shelf  system  prevailing.    A 
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crude  aystem  is  being  improved  by  the  librarian.  A  much  needed  card 
catalogue  is  being  started.  Some  years  ago  a  catalogue  was  printed  at  a  coat 
of  J300. 

Kalamazoo  Colleqe,  Kalamazoo. 

The  college  has  about  240  students.  The  library  is  in  charge  of  the  professor 
of  psychology  and  pedagogy  and  contains  12,000  to  13,000  volumes.  The 
card  catalogue  consists  of  three  cases,  one  each  of  titles,  subjects  and  author. 
Seventy-five  periodicals  are  taken.  About  600  volumes  were  added  last 
year  at  a  cost  of  about  S600.  The  librarian  truns  six  to  eight  students 
to  assist  him.  There  were  3,000  recorded  drawings  last  year,  though  this 
is  less  than  half  the  number  actually  used.  Books  are  selected  by  the  presi- 
dent and  librarian  on  recommendation  of  the  professors.  The  Dewey 
system  is  used.  No  training  in  library  policy  is  given  the  student  body. 
The  library  contfuns  no  current  fiction,  the  students  get  that  in  the  city 
library. 

Olivih?  College,  Olivet. 

This  library  impresses  the  observer  by  its  housing,  its  quality,  and  its 
arrangement.  The  325,000  volumes  are  located  in  a  large,  stone  building 
used  exclusively  for  library  purposes.  The  iron  stacks  are  two  stories  in 
height,  with  glass  floors.  AH  about  are  the  evidences  of  the  life  work  of  the 
hbrarian.  Dr.  J.  R.  Daniels,  who,  receiving  library  training  in  Y^e,  retired 
at  the  college  commencement,  June,  1907,  after  being  in  charge  here  33 
years.  System,  convenience  and  keen  sympathy  for  and  insight  into  the 
needs  of  the  student  body  are  manifest.  Seven  hundred  twenty-five  volumes 
were  added  last  year,  at  a  cost  of  about  $700.  The  library  contains  about 
2,000  volumes  of  Action  and  1,000  volumes  of  reference  books.  One  hundred 
fifty  periodicals  are  subscribed  for.  The  Dewey  system  is  used  with  a  few 
slight  modifications.  The  hbrary  affords  extensive  card  catalogues.  The 
open  shelf  system  prevails.  It  is  thought  tb&t  the  good  derived  from  this 
system  far  out  weighs  the  loss  of  books  incident  to  it.  The  library  is  rich 
in  bound  periodical  literature,  having  7,000-8,000  volumes,  all  of  which  is 
available  through  indexes.  It  is  strongly  a  working  library,  rich  in  religion 
and  sociological  magazines.  Bound  volumes  of  magazines  are  placed  on 
shelves  under  subjects  to  which  they  relate.  In  developing  the  Ubrary 
the  librarian  has  always  tried  to  realize  the  mental  attitude  of  the  searcher. 
Books  are  selected  by  the  librarian  on  the  suggestion  of  heads  of  depart- 
ments.    The  library  is  open  ten  hours  a  day,  beginning  at  7:15  a.  m. 


Miscellaneous. 
Alba. 

September  25.  Star  and  Chestonia  townships  meet  on  the  main  street 
of  Alba.  Each  maintain  a  library.  Star  having  400  volumes  kept  in  the 
bouse  of  C.  C.  Dudley,  township  clerk;  Chestonia  about  the  same  number, 
kept  in  an  ample  room  in  the  town  hall.  Chestonia  township  would  like 
to  unite,  and  probably  grant  the  Union  hbrary  a  good  room  in  the  town  hall 
in  the  heart  of  the  village,  on  Main  street.    A  strong  library  in  the  trading 
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center  of  a  well  settled  farming  region  like  this  is  much  to  be  desired.  If 
a  union  cannot  be  effected,  both  will  probably  register  with  the  State  Library. 
The  clerk  of  Chestonia  township,  F.  W.  CoUard,  says  they  can  spend  about 
$100  in  adding  to  their  library  and  is  eager  for  a  suggested  list  of  books. 

Bellaire. 

September  18-19.  Supt.  C.  L.  Taisey  has  400  volumes  in  high  school 
hbrary  which  he  will  register,  and  wishes  assistance  in  spending  S50  for  more. 
Commissioner  H.  M.  Coldren  meets  most  of  his  people  in  his  office  in  his 
furniture  store,  so  will  display  a  traveling  library  in  the  window.  He  says, 
he  will  do  anything  possible  to  help  library  extension. 

Cadillac. 

September  23.  Showed  a  traveling  library  and  spoke  before  the  Wexford 
County  Normal  of  15  students.  Supt.  McGiee  backed  up  my  remarks  with 
enthusiasm.  A  copy  of  the  Commission's  list  of  books  for  grades  1-8  will 
be  sent  the  critic  and  each  student. 

At  an  extended  conference  with  Commiseioner  Faunce  of  Wexford  county, 
he  declared  with  enthusiasm  that  be  would  do  anything  he  could  to  help 
in  our  work.  He  will  make  a  good  place  in  his  office  for  a  traveling  library, 
and  will  systematically  help  the  work  along  in  ways  that  we  agreed  upon. 

The  librarian  of  the  Cadillac  pubhc  library  tells  me  that  Evart  is  on  the 
line  between  two  townships  and  that  a  union  hbrary  will  be  established 
there;  also,  that  Sherman  is  at  the  comer  of  four  townships  and  that  it  would 
be  a  good  center  for  a  union  library. 

Calumet. 

October  13-19.  I  left  Gaylord  the  morning  of  October  13th  en  route 
to  Calumet  to  assist  with  our  exhibit  at  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educationid 
Association.  Our  exhibit  was  well  advertised  in  the  printing  issued  by  the 
association;  by  large  placards  near  the  entrances  to  the  high  school  and  in  its 
halls;  by  announcements  made  by  the  president  of  the  association  in  the 
general  sessions,  and  by  the  chairman  of  the  several  section  meetings. 
The  exhibit  received  its  due  share  of  attention  from  the  900  teachers  present. 
A  large  amount  of  printed  matter  was  taken  by  the  visitors,  and  many 
requests  were  made  for  various  forms  of  application  blanks,  which  I  mailed 
later  from  home. 

Cheboygan. 

September  30.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  offered  S15,000  towards  a  library 
here.  The  drawing  of  the  plans  awaits  the  selection  of  a  site  by  the  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Gerow  and  G.  H.  Harrison,  both  of  Cheboygan. 
Cheboygan  has  no  distinctively  school  hbrary  excepting  700-800  volumes 
scattered  through  the  many  rooms.  If  the  Carnegie  library  could  be  lo- 
cated near  the  high  school,  it  would  serve  as  a  school  librarj-;  if  located 
elsewhere  the  school  library  will  be  extended.  The  public  hbrary  is  now  lo- 
cated in  a  large,  well  kept  room  on  the  second  floor  of  a  business  block; 
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Mrs.  M.  M.  Benedict,  librarian;  Miss  Mabel  Roberts,  assistant.  Open  after- 
noons and  evenings  each  week  day.  Library  consists  of  5,000  volumes,  of 
which  250  were  added  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Ten  periodicals  are 
subscribed  for;  three  received  by  gift;  no  standard  accession  book;  card  cat- 
alogue; Dewey  decimal  system;  circulation  April  1,  813;  May,  1,358;  July, 
1,116;  August,  1,201.  Forty  per  cent  of  the  librarj'  consists  of  fiction;  forty 
of  non-fiction  and  twenty  of  juvenile.    Very  little  reference  materiai. 

Grayling. 

September  12.  Hearing  incidentally  that  a  library  building  is  being 
erected  at  Grayling,  I  stopped  off  there  on  my  return  home  and  found  the 
Mr.  R.  Hanson  is  paying  90  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  $7,000  Danish  society 
building,  the  society  paying  the  rest.  The  building  is  located  on  a  prominent 
corner,  combines  the  features  of  kitchen,  dining  room,  library  and  reading 
room  and  assembly  or  concert  room;  is  equipped  with  electric  lights  and 
modem  plumbing  and  is  nearing  completion. 

Jbnnikgs. 

September  22.  This  town  of  1,200  people,  clustered  around  some  large 
mills  in  the  midst  of  miles  of  barren,  cutover  land  has  a  township  library 
of  150  volumes,  practically  all  cheap  fiction  in  cheap  editions.  Library- 
kept  in  the  dining  room  of  a  private  house;  open  Saturdays;  seven  or  eight 
books  a  week  are  loaned  and  the  library  is  practically  dead. 

Kalkaska, 

September  18.  I  had  a  conference  with  Supt.  Frank  Jenson;  displayed 
a  traveling  library  and  spoke  before  the  county  normal,  and  arranged  a 
pltn  of  library  extension  with  Commissioner  Irene  Louise  Getty. 
Miss  Getty  is  very  anxious  to  have  library  conditions  right  in  Kalkaska 
county  and  will  do  all  she  can  to  cooperate  with  the  Commission.  In  her 
county  42  schools  have  libraries,  11  have  not;  10  have  o\-er  200  volumes. 
Most  of  the  rest  have  about  50  volumes.  Books  are  secured  by  funds  voted, 
fines  and  socials.  There  is  hardly  a  school  in  the  county  that  has  not  had 
a  social  or  entertainment  for  library  purposes.  Miss  Getty  will  display 
the  traveling  library,  and  will  systematically  refer  visiting  teachers  to  it. 
As  nearly  all  call  there  during  the  fall  it  wilt  be  well  ad\'erti3ed. 

Lake  Crrv. 

September  24.  I  returned  to  show  the  traveling  library  at  the  county 
fair,  and  felt  well  repaid  by  the  attention  given  the  exhibit.  The  officers 
showed  me  every  possible  courtesy.  Commissioner  Ezra  Hall  brought 
practically  every  teacher  on  the  grounds  to  meet  me,  as  it  was  school  day 
and  many  were  there.  Twenty-nine  persons  connected  with  school,  grange, 
reading  circle  or  township  libraries  asked  for  blanks. 

Mackinaw  Citv. 

September  30.  My  conference  with  H.  A.  McAllister  and  Principal 
Charles  B.  Hurd  will  doubtless  make  library'  matters  go  better  than  hereto- 
fore.    I  think  Mrs.  Julia  IngUs  and  daughter,  formerly  of  Frederick,  will 
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continue  in  the  school  and  village  of  Mackinaw  City  the  good  library  extension 
work  b^un  at  the  former  place.  Through  Miss  Marian  IngliB,  teacher  at 
Mullet  L^e  I  expect  Something  to  be  done  also,  i^ter  I  write  her. 

Mancelona. 

September  17-18.  I  had  a  conference  with  Supt.  P.  F.  McCormick; 
apoke  before  the  high  school;  displayed  a  traveling  library  and  spoke  before 
the  county  normal ;  4ilso  got  in  touch  with  influences  that  may  lead  to  the 
registration  of  the  township  library  located  in  Mancelona. 

McBain. 

September  22.  I  made  the  trip  from  Cadillac  after  supper  and  returned 
at  midnight.  Through  Supt.  D.  G.  Sweet  I  hope  to  touch  the  school,  Sunday 
school,  study  club  and  township  libraries.  Though  McBain  has  only  seven 
teachers  it  is  now  a  city  and  a  dispute  is  now  on  between  its  Ubrary  authorities 
and  those  of  the  township  over  the  division  of  the  books. 

Missaukee  Codnty. 

September  21.  Came  to  Lake  City,  the  county  seat,  from  Cadillac  to 
confer  with  Commissioner  Ezra  Hall.  He  reports  90  teachers  in  the  county. 
Formerly  had  a  traveling  library  which  he  placed  in  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk  for  exhibition.  There  were  several  traveling  libraries  in  the  county 
some  years  ago,  but  none  at  present.  Commissioner  Hall  will  help  library 
extension  all  he  can. 

Otsego  County  Fair. 

I  exhibited  four  libraries  here  in  a  good  location  in  floral  hall.  This 
makes  quite  an  inexpensive  way  of  bringing  library  work  to  the  attention 
of  grange  and  other  rural  people.  The  exhibit  received  an  encouraging 
amount  of  attention.     1  was  kept  busy  answering  questions. 

Roscommon. 

September  10.  At  the  request  of  the  commissioner  of  schools  I  attended 
part  of  the  institute  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  teachers  of  the  county 
about  the  work  of  the  Commission.  Library  72-10  and  case  were  placed 
in  the  room  in  which  the  institute  was  held,  and  I  spoke  twice  before  the 
teachers,  besides  private  conversation  with  many  before  and  after  sessions 
Practically  all  of  the  23-24  teachers  of  the  county  were  present.  A  gratifying 
interest  was  shown.  The  Commissioner  is  really  enthusiastic,  and  is  doing 
all  that  could  be  asked  to  further  library  interests.  We  agreed  that  she 
will  display  in  her  office,  to  which  practically  all  teachers  and  many  school 
officers  come,  as  Roscommon  is  the  only  real  trading  place  in  the  county, 
the  sample  library  that  Mrs.  Spencer  will  send  her;  that  she  will  print  and 
send  to  each  teacher  a  circular  urging  every  teacher  to  eHtablish  a  library 
or  secure  a  travehng  library'  this  fall;  that  she  will  keep  me  informed  as  to 
the  progress  of  the  work  so  I  can  write  delinquent  teachers.  I  visited  the 
township  bbrary  here.  This  librarj'  registered  some  time  ago  as  the  result 
of  my  work  a  year  ago.  The  one  hundred  books  received  from  the  State 
Library  are  very  satisfactory,  have  been  placed  in  new  sectional  book  cases. 
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and  are  closely  looked  after  by  the  librarian,  Mrs.  Bessie  Pattie.  I  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  with  the  township  librarian,  the  commiBsiooer  and  the  super- 
intendent of  schools,  making  plans  to  extend  and  popularize  library  influences. 
The  township  librarian  at  Roscommon  says  that  there  is  a  striking  lack  of  penal 
fines  as  the  justices  of  the  peace  do  not  turn  in  the  fines;  that  the  justices 
say  the  fines  are  remitted;  that  during  the  two  years  during  which  she  was 
in  the  county  treasurer's  office,  the  only  fines  turned  in  there  were  the  circuit 
court  fines.  Roscommon  township  library  contains  508  volumes,  with  a 
circulation  of  352  in  the  last  twelve  months.  The  librarian  contemplates 
reading  to  the  children  of  the  village,  grade  by  grade. 


State  Teachers'  AssocrATioN,  Saginaw,  October  27-31. 

The  time  indicated  above  was  spent  in  'connection  with  the  Teachers' 
Association  in  Saginaw.  Our  exhibit  was  situated  in  the  main  front  en- 
trance of  the  new  auditorium,  and  received  a  constant  run  of  attention  from 
the  teachers,  of  whom  there  were  nearly  5,000  present. 

TUSTIN. 

September  23.  Had  a  conference  with  Supt.  G.  V.  Fales,  whose  school 
ought  to  be  allowed  two  traveling  libraries  on  application  by  himself  and 
a  grade  teacher.     Absolutely  no  library  interests  in  town. 

Circuit  Judge  Nelson  Sharpe,  of  West  Branch,  wishes  to  see  a  union  library 
established  there,  as  conditions  are  good. 

Wolverine, 

September  29.  The  township  library  purchased  199  volumes,  titles  taken 
from  State  Library  catalogue  at  a  cost  of  SI73  and  then  registered  with 
the  State  Library  and  secured  a  loan  of  99  volumes.  The  library  is  splendidly 
located  on  Main  street,  in  a  printing  office,  in  care  of  quite  an  enthusiastic 
librarian,  Mr.  B.  E.  Thayer,  and  has  a  circulation  of  about  100  a  week.  My 
conference  with  Supt.  Carl  D,  Basler  will  perhaps  lead  him  to  have  the  high 
school  pupils  patronize  the  public  library  more.  His  use  of  the  Commis- 
sion's list  will  doubtless  cause  him  to  strengthen  his  school  library.  I  got 
into  close  touch  with  two  members  of  the  school  board,  who  will  doubtless 
urge  him  to  look  more  actively  after  the  school  Ubrary. 

Starting  for  Lansing  Jai;iuary  first,  I  worked  in  the  State  Library,  editing 
material  for  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  until 
I  left  late  on  the  sixth  for  Gladwin,  where  I  began  the  work  in  the  farmers' 
institutes  for  the  month.  During  January  I  worked  in  farmers'  institutes 
in  Gladwin,  Preaque  Isle,  Alpena,  Alcona,  Iosco,  Isabella,  Clare,  Saginaw, 
Tuscola,  Genesee,  Lapeer,  St.  Clair,  Macomb,  Ionia,  Kalamazoo,  Eterrien 
and  Cass  counties.  At  all  these  places  the  talk  on  the  traveling  library 
was  kindly,  often  eagerly,  received. 

On  my  arrival  at  a  town  where  an  institute  is  held  I  have  the  sample 
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library,  sent  with  the  least  delay  to  the  hall  where  the  meeting  is  being  held, 
arrange  the 'books  attractively  in  the  front  of  the  hall,  invite  people  to  inspect 
them  before  the  meeting  begins,  explain,  usually,  forenoon,  fjternoon  and 
evening  how  the  books  were  to  be  obtained,  and  take  names  of  people  who 
wished  application  blanks  mailed  them.  I  feel  that  the  parts  of  the  various 
counties  thus  touched  in  one  day  by  meeting  progressive  farmers  in  an 
audience  thus  automatically  gathered  for  us  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
justifies  the  effort  and  the  expense,  and  is  the  cheapest  way  of  reaching  that 
number, of  people. 

Briefly  stated,  I  found  library  conditions  as  follows: 

Gladwin — School  library  of  250  volumes.  Superintendent  is  doubtful 
about  registering  on  account  of  responsibility.     No  study  club. 

Milleraburg — No  woman's  club  or  study  club.     Very  smalt  school  library. 

Long  Rapids — ^A  farming  center,  very  appreciative;  made  twenty-seven 
applications. 

Harrisville — No  township  or  village  library  nor  study  club.  I  aided  an 
apparent  desire  to  establish  a  free  public  library.  School  library  of  169 
volumes  recently  purchased  and  fairly  well  chosen,  but  no  provisions  for 
lower  grades. 

Whittemore — Small  township  library;  school  library  of  125  volumes, 
with  no  provision  for  lower  grades.     No  study  club. 

Mt.  Pleasant — Supt.  C.  E.  White  desires  to  establish  a  free  public  library. 

Caro — ^The  critic  of  the  County  Normal  desires  to  have  all  the  graduates 
of  that  institution  go  forth  imbued  with  the  proper  library  spirit. 

Clio — School  library  consists  of  500-600  volumes,  selected  for  all  grades. 

Flint — Library  in  School  for  the  Deaf  is  in  a  beautiful  room,  but  needs 
expert  overbauUng  and  card  catalogue.     I  spoke  to  the  Ubrarian  about  this. 

Dryden — ^A  ladies'  hbrary  association  organized  thirty-seven  years  ago, 
owning  a  two  story  building  and  1,345  volumes.  Built  and  supported  by 
socials,  suppers,  sewing,  etc. 

Armada — A  remarkably  good  library  with  the  best  library  spirit  I  have 
found  in  small  places.  The  Ubrary  paid  expenses  of  librarian  while  studying 
library  methods.    The  first  glance  into  the  library  shows  the  good  results. 

Ionia — Beautifully  located  in  what  was  formerly  a  fine  residence,  right 
library  spirit. 

Climax — School  library  of  150  volumes,  a  ladies'  study  club  and  a  ladies' 
library  association,  owning  1,700  volumes.    Both  very  active. 

In  all  counties  visited  I  gave  out  privately  copies  of  the  valuable  Prentice- 
Powers  list,  sought  out  all  library  infiuences  possible,  and  put  into  motion 
all  possible  influences  that  would  lead  to  improvement  of  library  conditions 
and  especially  to  the  establishment  of  free  public  librarijes,  having  printed 
matter  on  the  latter  subject  sent  to  the  right  persons. 

February  6th  I  went  to  Petoskey  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  C.  W.  Fallae, 
Chairman  of  the  Tenth  District  of  the  State  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs. 

My  visit  was  for  the  purpose  of  advising  with  the  building  committee, 
board  of  trustees,  and  of  speaking  on  the  library  before  a  mixed  audience 
of  those  interested  in  the   library. 

I  returned  by  way  of  Boyne  City,  where  I  did  some  free  public  library 
work.  Boyne  City  is  a  good  point  to  follow  up,  for  there  is  no  free  public 
library  there,  and  there  is  quite  a  favorable  attitude  in  that  busy  city  of 
5,000  people  to  have  one. 

February  Uth  I  began  attendance  at  farmers'  institutes  for  the  month  at 
Pontiac.  Cignz.d,;  LiOOt^lC 
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InstituteB  attended  during  February  were: 

Oakland  county,  at  Pontiac; 

Ingham  county,  at  Mason; 

Barry  county,  at  Hastings; 

Jackson  county,  at  Hanover; 

Wayne  county,  at  Flat  Rock. 

While  in  Pontiac  I  went  to  Orchard  Lake  and  talked  with  Supt.  Lawrence 
Cameron  Hull,  of  the  Michigan  Military  Academy,  relative  to  strengthening 
the  library. 

Between  the  institutes  in  Jackson  and  Wayne  counties  I  attended  the  great 
meeting  at  Shelby,  securing  a  fine  list  of  applications  for  libraries.  While 
in  Shelby  I  inspected  the  school  library,  ana  the  free  public  library.  Upon 
request  I  met  with  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  librarian  of  the  Shelby 
Free  Public  Library.  As  one  result,  their  librarian  will  attend  the  library  school 
to  be  held  this  summer  in  the  State  Library. 

The  last  farmers'  institute  of  the  season  was  held  in  Flat  Rock,  Wayne 
county,  February  22. 

February  25  to  28  was  given  to  the  farmers'  institute  round-up  at  the 
Agricultural  College. 

I  went  from  the  Agricultural  College  to  Jackson,  where  I  attended  a 
school  officers'  meeting  the  last  day  of  the  month.  As  there  were  about 
150  present  at  the  meeting,  traveling  fibraries  were  thus  shown  to  representa- 
tives in  power  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

At  all  the  meetings  mentioned  I  displayed  as  attractively  as  possible  a 
sample  library  of  fifty  volumes  and  case,  I  notice  that  to  see  the  books 
and  case,  and  to  handle  the  books  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  number 
of  applications  made. 


Report  op  R.  D.  Bailey,  Library  Osganiegr,  of  a  Vispr  op  Inspection 

Made  to  the  High  Schools,  Branch,  Factory  and  Sbttle- 

HENT    Libraries    op    Dettroit,    April,    190S. 

I  was  requested  to  secure  answers  to  the  following  questions: 

Name  of  library; 

Location  and  distance  from  central  library; 

Character  of  books; 

Percentage  of  fiction ; 

By  whom  used; 

Proportion  of  reference  books; 

Source  obtained; 

Who  selects; 

Reference  or  circulating  library; 

Class  of  literature; 

Demands  unable  to  supply; 

Deficiencies; 

Suggestions  as  to  deficiencies; 

How  library  fits  in  to  work  of  school; 

What  is  being  done  to  get  pupils  to  use  the  library  more; 
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Number  in  higher  grades  having  cards  to  public  library; 

Number  using  these  cards; 

Is  use  of  library  after  graduation  emphasized? 

Trsjning  of  librarian; 

System  of  classification  used; 

Number  of  volumes  on  shelves; 

Yearly  additions; 

Miscellaneous  information. 


HIGH  SCHOOLS. 


tttme  of  llbmrisn 

Number  o(  (ndea 

Number  at  puplla 

Oimdei  uilng  library 

Cbkracter  of  book* 

PeraentMR  of  Bctkin 

Proponlon  o(  retererice  books. 

Source  obltlned 

Who  wtecla 

Referenoe  or  drcuUtlog  library . 

CUM  or  literature 

Demanda  unable  to  ■upply, . . . 

Dendendes 

Sutaeslioni  on  «ame. 

How  Ilbru7  flu  Into  work  o 

Done  to  gei  lo  use  public  iltirary 

Students  tiavjas  cuds  to  public 

Number  lislns  same 

Is  lue  of  library  urced 

IJbrarlan'a  trainlns 

System  of  classltialion. . . 
Number  volumes 

Yearly  addlltons 

Numtier  teachers 


Florence  HapMiu.. 


Supplementary     and 


Very  ckwely.. 
Pupils  utt»d. 


Same!!!^!^; 

Dupiicatee. . . 
Lack  funds, , 

Perfectly 


Poole  Index. 


2.D30  piu 


Notes  on  High  Schools. 
Central. 

Miss  Hopkins  gives  45  minute  talks  and  lessons  in  use  of  books.  She  has 
been  doing  this  for  the  last  six  years.  Miss  Hopkins  gives  one  hour  a  semester 
for  three  years.  Her  plan  has  been  spoken  of  in  the  most  complimentary 
terms  in  the  report  of  the  National  Educational  Association. 

East  Sine, 

Free  access  to  shelves  has  been  abolished  on  account  of  loss  of  books. 
Pupils  are  not  encouraged  to  use  card  catalogue,  Poole's  Index,  etc.,  which 
are  not  much  used  on  account  of  loss  of  books,  and  because  teachers  tell 
pupils  what  to  look  for. 
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Every  efEort  is  made  by  librarian  to  get  books  into  pupil'a  hands.  During 
1906-7  there  were  taken  out  4,271  books,  and  2,247  were  used  in  the  library 
of  the  high  school. 

Cass  School. 

The  principal  of  this  school  says  that  it  is  in  a  state  of  tran^tion  from  a 
grammar  to  a  high  school.  Says  that  they  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done 
under  the  circumstances.  He  was  the  one,  twenty  years  ago,  to  suggest 
the  use  of  chests  of  books  from  the  central  library  to  grammar  schools. 
Says  "My  thought  is  that  nowhere  is  the  supply  sufficient," 
No  librarian  in  Cass  school.  Library  is  in  case  in  hall,  and  consists  of 
about  150  books,  mostly  miscellaneous  reference  books.  The  principal 
hopes  to  have  more  later. 

Grammar  Schools. 

There  are  eighty-three  grammar  schools,  that  is,  schools  where  grades 
do  not  go  beyond  the  eighth. 

As  the  personal  inspection  of  each  of  these  would  have  required  consider^ 
able  time  and  expense,  I  ascertained  on  inquiry  at  the  office  of  the  super- 
intendent of  schools,  as  well  as  of  the  deputy  superintendent  of  circulating 
department  of  the  public  library,  of  the  superintendent  of  branch  depart- 
ment of  public  library,  of  the  librarians  of  the  three  high  schools,  of  principala 
of  certain  grammar  schools,  that  the  library  equipment  for  each  and  all 
grammar  schools  was  practically  the  same.  The  superintendent's  office 
supplied  me  with  an  official  list  of  "Teachers'  Desk  and  Reference  Boolffl," 
one  to  each  school  unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  superintendent. 

Miss  Jessie  C.  Chase,  superintendent  of  branch  department  of  public 
library  says  the  libraries  are  practically  the  same  in  all  grammar  schools, 
and  consist  of  cyclopedia,  dictionary,  and  the  list  named  above,  and,  in 
the  case  of  some  schools,  a  collection  of  50-100,  acquired  by  gift  from  time 
to  time,  with  the  important  addition  of  chests  of  books  sent  out  systematically 
four  times  a  year  to  each  grammar  school  through  the  branch  department 
of  the  public  library.  These  chests  contain  books  for  all  pupib  above  the 
third  grade,  and  are  provided  at  the  rate  of  one  book  to  each  five  pupils. 
The  public  library  reserves  6,000  books  for  this  purpose  alone.  Some  schools 
receive  as  many  as  four  chests.  When  teachers  suggest  books  these  are 
included.  The  books  are  admirably  suited  to  the  pupils  for  whom  they 
are  intended,  and  all  are  in  the  English  language.  The  object  constantly 
in  view  is  to  cultivate  the  reading  habit  in  children.  Books  from  these  chests 
may  be  drawn  by  pupils  and  taken  home  for  a  limited  time, 

Through  the  chest  system  the  Detroit  Public  Library  cooperates  admirably 
with  the  public  schools.  The  supplyof  books  available,  however,  for  this 
purpose  is  too  small,  on  account  of  insufficient  funds  allowed  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Estimators. 

The  work  of  the  branch  department  is  most  admirably  managed  by  Miaa 
Jessie  C.  Chase. 

Branch  Libraries. 

Last  year  branch  department  issued  4,800  cards;  99  per  cent  of  the  readers 
never  had  cards  before.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  seventeen  new  cards 
were  issued  during  first  quarter  of  1908. 
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Outlying  schools  are  the  beat  about  using  the  branches.  A  person 
prominent  in  Detroit  librarj-  work  divides  teachers  into  three  classes:  Those 
who  respond  eagerly  to  library  efforts;  those  who  do  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
mechanically;  those  who  think  it  a  bore.     The  first  class  is  rapidly  growing. 

An  increase  of  23,000  over  last  year  of  books  called  for  in  branch  libraries. 

Branch  No.  1. 

Rented  building,  located  at  1519  Woodward  Ave.,  near  Grand  Boulevard, 
three  miles  from  central  library. 

Librarian,  Miss  Millner,  trained  at  central  library.  Four  thousand  eight 
hundred  volumes,  including  2,170  fiction. 

Books  are  suggested  by  librarian  to  Miss  Chase,  superintendent  of  Branch 
Department,  and  by  her  passed  to  book  committee  of  Public  Library. 
Population  mixed.  One  of  the  good  neighborhoods  of  the  city.  Large 
foreign  element  half  mile  east.  Many  of  these  use  the  branch.  No  particular 
nationality.  Large  demand  for  books  on  mechanics.  Both  reference  and 
circulating  library.  Not  open  Sunday.  Attendance  of  mothers  growing. 
Very  good  reference  library.  Presence  of  children  does  not  repel  adults. 
Even  youngest  child  not  excluded.  Cards  issued  to  children  as  young  as 
eight  years.  Children  under  twelve  must  bring  a  written  request  from 
parents.  Use  of  card  catalogue,  Poole's  Index,  Reader's  Guides,  etc., 
taught  to  adults  and  children.  Librarian  has  gone  to  the  schools  in  the 
vicinity  and  made  rounds  of  rooms  and  announced  that  the  library  was 
located  here.  She  told  teachers  that  if  they  would  give  her  notice  the  library 
would  be  prepared  to  help  when  a  class  came  in  to  look  up  material  collate 


Branches  largely  supplement  chests  sent  to  grammar  schools.  Branches 
encircle  the  city.  Two  books  may  issue  on  one  card,  one  pure  fiction;  one 
non-fiction,  to  encourage  reading  of  non-fiction.  Found  to  be  very  stimulat- 
ing to  reading  of  non-nction.  To  correlate  with  the  idea  of  spring,  a  liberal 
supply  of  bird  books  and  a  large  bulletin  of  48  bird  pictures  were  attractively 
displayed.  Many  readers  of  periodicals  assemble  in  the  evening.  No  papers 
on  file;  42  periodicals. 

Used  in  library  in  1906:  Books,  61,330;  periodicals,  11,242.  Librarian 
says:  "More  help  will  give  more  time  for  personal  attention  to  readers." 
Teachers  and  schools  work  in  perfect  harmony  with  hbrary.  Circulation  in 
1906,  54,531. 

Branch  No.  2. 

Rented  room,  store  at  887  Gratiot  Ave.,  two  and  one-half  miles  from  mwn 
hbrary.  Librarian,  Miss  Alice  Wright,  served  seven  years  in  main  library 
and  four  here.  Assistant  librarian.  Miss  Ethel  Collins,  two  years  at  main 
and  two  here.  Five  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy-two  volumes  divided 
as  follows: 

Adult  general  literature 1 ,478 

Juvenile  general  literature 772 

German  adult 929 

Reference 69 

Adult  fiction 1,523 

Juvenile  fiction 1,081 

Selected  as  in  No.  1.  Doing  a  good  work  against  great  odds.  Large 
call  for   technical   magazines   and   books.     In   densely   populated  "typical 
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German  settlement,  most  of  these  own  their  homes.  Both  reference,  with 
large  circulating  element.  Claaa  of  literature  high.  Active  interest  taken 
in  instructing  how  to  use  library  and  helps.  Patronage  lai^ly  children. 
No  time  limit  for  children.  Expect  to  exclude  them  after  7  p.  m.  Even 
youngest  children  may  come  and  look  at  books.  All  branches  short  on  du- 
plicate copies.  Receives  notice  ahead  from  teachers  of  subjects  which  pupils 
will  come  to  look  up.  At  least  half  of  pupils  above  age  of  ten  are  card 
holders.  Mothers  draw  books.  Library  helps  manners  of  children.  Used  in 
hbrary:     Books,  99,477;  periodicals,  6,073.     Circulation,  46,924.  * 

Branch  No.  3. 

Rented  building,  store,  464  Dix  Ave.,  two  miles  from  main  library. 
Librarian,  Miss  Agnes  Savage,  trained  in  children's  department  of  main 
library.  Five  thousuid  fifty  volumes.  Circulation  third  non-fiction; 
rest  fiction.  Books  selected  as  in  Branch  No,  1.  Circulation  of  non-fiction 
increases.  Thickly  settled  with  Germans  in  humble  circumstances.  Children 
draw  for  selves  in  EngUsh ;  for  parents  in  German.  Reference  and  circulating 
library.  Many  books  for  mechanics.  These  much  used.  Librarian  in 
touch  with  contiguous  schootb.  Use  of  library  and  helps  taught.  En- 
courages and  helps  all  to  help  themselves.  People  in  neighborhood  loyal 
and  anxious  to  keep  hbrary  here.  Case  of  books  brought  daily  to  this  as 
to  all  branches  from  main  library.  Not  open  Sunday.  Helps  manners  and 
tidiness  of  children.  Forty-one  magazines  on  file.  New  readers  cu'ds 
issued  during  year,  1,824.  Used  in  library:  Books,  94,386;  periodicals, 
4,692.  Circulation,  50,140,  of  which  1,473  were  in  German  and  22,474 
juvenile. 

Branch  No.  4. 

Own  new  building  at  corner  of  Field  and  Agnes  Aves,,  three  and  one>half 
miles  from  main  library.  Librarian,  Miss  Frances  E.  Curtiss,  trained  in 
main  six  years.  Assistant,  Miss  Carolyn  Poppleton,  in  branches  five  years. 
Dewey  system.  Four  thousand  five  hundred  sixty-nine  volumes,  selected 
as  in  Branch  1.  Neighborhood  thickly  settled,  largely  German.  Library 
both  reference  and  circulating.  Circulation  one-third  non-fiction.  Can 
meet  practically  all  demands.  New  building  poorly  planned.  Library 
correlates  closely  with  contiguous  schools.  Librarian  goes  to  schools  and 
finds  out  what  will  be  studied  and  makes  out  lists  which  she  sends  to  principals. 
Teachers  send  pupils  to  her.  Much  reference  work  done  in  6-7  grades. 
Effort  made  to  elevate  mental  tone  of  young  readers.  Use  of  hbrary  by 
parochial  schools  is  astonishingly  large.  Helped  conduct  of  children.  Assist- 
ant librarian  says  a  large  majority  of  teachers  are  earnestly  and  conscienti- 
ously pushing  library  sentiment.  Twenty-six  magazines  on  file,  of  which 
four  are  in  German.  Have  300-350  German  books.  Circulation  is  3,000 
greater  than  last  year.  Four  hundred  forty  absolutely  new  cards  issued 
during  the  year,  of  which  probably  300  were  to  persons  who  had  never  bad 
cards.  Used  in  library:  Books,  91,550;  periodicals,  4,463.  Circulation, 
46,377,  of  which  3,341  were  fiction.  Five  hundred  seventy-two  volumes  a 
day  in  1907. 

Branch  No.  5. 

In  rented  building,  at  800  Grand  River  Ave.,  about  two  miles  from  main 
library.      Will  have  beautiful  new    building    this    year   in    Scripps    Park. 
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Librarian,  MIbb  Helen  M.  Ward,  trEtined  six  years  in  main  and  four  in  branch. 
Three  thousand  nine  hundred  forty  volumes,  divided  as  follows: 

Juvenile  fiction 789 

Adult  fiction 1,084 

Adult  German  fiction 104    ■ 

English  literature 1,160 

German  literature 12 

Bound  magazines 166 

Juvenile  literature 544 

Juvenile  magazines,  bound 83 

Cards  given  to  children  at  age  of  nine,  on  request.  Thirty-one  magazines 
subscribed  for.  Selection  made  as  in  Branch  1.  American  neighborhood. 
Thickly  settled  residence  district.  Reference  and  circulating  library.  Books 
of  best  class.  Close  cooperation  between  schools  and  Iibrar>-,  Librarian 
has  not  called  at  schools,  but  teachers  call  at  hbrary,  and  tell  what  will  be 
wanted.  Instruction  given  in  using  hbrary,  and  all  helps.  Lacks  Poole's 
Index,  Readers'  Guides,  but  expects  to  have  them  in  the  new  building. 
Story  hour  and  other  ideas  will  be  worked  out  in  new  building.  Another 
assistant  will  then  be  added.  Each  branch  is  equipped  with  maps  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  the  United  States.  Circulation  averages  1,006  daily,  or 
52,297  for  the  year.     Used  in  library:     Books,  83,636;  periodicals,  2,684. 

Hdrlbut  Branch. 

In  a  neat  little  special  building  in  Water  Works  Park,  owned  by  the  Water 
Board,  and  about  four  miles  from  main  library.  Librarian,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hamilton,  trained  in  all  branches  of  main  hbrary. 

Volumes,  adult,  1,412;  juvenile,  826;  total,  2,238,  to  which  Is  added  Mr. 
Hurlbut's  library  of  1,066  volumes  to  be  used  in  Ubrary  only.  Library 
includes  of  adult  fiction,  580  volumes;  of  juvenile,  450.  Open  Sunday 
from  2  to  5  p.  m.  Believed  to  do  a  good  work  on  Sunday.  Open  shelves. 
Few  foreigners  other  than  Germans.  Library  cooperates  thoroughly  with 
schools  in  reference  work.  Considerable  number  of  women  readers.  Large 
reading  room  element.  Books  selected  as  in  Branch  1.  About  500  volumes 
added  last  year.  Both  reference  and  circulating  library.  Best  of  books. 
People  loyal  to  library  and  feel  that  it  belongs  to  them.  Cases  of  books 
sent  to  sick  children.  Children  say  that  teachers  urge  them  to  use  library; 
Graduates  continue  to  come.  Used  in  library:  Books,  47,311  adult;  26,966 
juvenile.  Home  circulation:  Adult.  20,269  of  which  15,917  were  fiction; 
juvenile,  9,522;  German,  222. 

Delrat  Branch. 

In  rented  rooms,  built  for  library  purposes,  in  rear  of  new  bank  at  2223 
West  Jefferson  Ave,,  Delray.  Librarian,  Miss  Isa  Partch,  trained  in  a  Chau- 
tauqua six  weeks,  and  in  main  library'  eight  years;  has  been  in  this  branch 
since  July,  1907.  Assistant,  Miss  Faith  Blakeslee,  two  years  in  main  library 
and  branches.  Everything  new,  just  starting,  and  will  grow  rapidly.  In 
dense  settlement  of  laborers,  in  manufacturing  district,  near  Solvay  works. 
Hungarians  predominate;  then  Polish,  Germans,  French,  in  order  named. 
Germans  come  to  hbrary  most;  others  send  children.  Even  youngest  children 
are  allowed  freedom  of  the  library.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  volumes. 
One  thousand  two  hundred  forty-two,  or   about  two-thirds,  are  fiction. 
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Twenty  German  books.  Books  selected  as  in  branch  1.  Brisk  demand 
for  books  and  magazines  on  arts  and  trades.  Being  largely  a  foreign,  labor 
ing  clientage  ttiey  are  not  new-book  fiends.  Library  can  supply  all  demands 
excepting  for  books  in  foreign  languages,  and  on  mechanical  topics.  Good 
cooperation  with  schools.  Class  of  literature  good.  Interior  arrangement 
of  room  good,  but  location  not  the  best.  Children  of  foreign  parentage 
take  out  a  good  class  of  books.  Instruction  given  in  use  of  library.  Circular 
tion  ranged  from  1,271  in  August,  1907,  to  3,395  in  March,  1908. 

Settlements. 

In  the  settlement  and  factory  work  carried  on  personally  by  Miss  Aniela 
Poray,  in  addition  to  her  duties  as  deputy  superintendent  of  the  circulating 
department  of  the  miun  library,  we  see  an  example  of  self-sacrifice,  and  of 
a  needed  work  ably  carried  on.  Miss  Foray  speaks  Polish,  French  and 
English  fluently.  This  ability  enables  her  to  come  into  touch  with  a  wide 
range  of  people.  She  conducts  the  library  in  two  settlements,  the  Frankhn 
St.,  at  No.  519,  and  the  East  Side,  at  101  Superior  St.  Both  are  about 
two  miles  from  the  main  library.  That  at  Franklin  St.  is  in  a  mixed  settle- 
ment, and  develops  slowly.  That  on  the  East  Side  is  largely  Polish, 
with  some  Germans  and  Negroes,  and  developes  very  rapidly,  increadng 
the  circulation  of  books  from  1,664  in  the  first  ten  months  to  1,772  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1908.  Polish  books  circulate  more  rapidly  than 
others.  Children  allowed  to  draw  one  Polish  and  one  English  book  on  the 
same  card.  Parents  read  that  in  Polish;  the  child  reads  both.  Miss  Poray 
selects  the  books,  and  submits  her  list  to  the  Library  Board.  Preponderance 
of  requests  are  for  fiction.  Supply  is  from  books  specially  purchased,  and 
those  from  shelves  of  main  library.  Open  all  the  year  two  evenings  and 
one  afternoon.  The  factory  and  settlement  work  take  practically  all  of 
Miss  Foray's  noons  and  evenings.  In  settlements  about  300  card  holders. 
Very  few  permanently  discontinue  the  use  of  cards.  The  Jewish  people 
very  much  alive  to  the  material  advantages  of  education.  In  proportion 
to  the  number  of  books,  foreign  books  circulate  far  more  freely  than  those 
in  English.    I  visited  the  East  Side  settlement  from  7:30  to  9  p.  m. 

Factort  Libraries. 

Conducted  as  are  the  settlement  libraries,  by  Miss  Poray  in  person.  Four 
in  Dumber. 

Finck  Mfg.  Co.,  on  Gratiot,  near  Mt.  Elliott,  employing  mostly  prla. 

Larned  and  Carter,  comer  of  Howard  and  Eighth,  making  overalls.  Em- 
ploying mostly  girls. 

Hamilton  and  Carhart,  comer  Tenth  and  Michigan. 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  at  Second  and  Amsterdam,  employs 
75  to  100  women;  the  rest  men.  Here  the  women  read  more  books  than  the 
men. 

One  factory  is  three-fourths  mile  from  main  library;  one,  one  mile;  two, 
two  miles. 
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Washington  Street  Normal. 

This  echool  is  for  the  purpose  of  training  teachers  for  the  grades  of  Detroit 
schools. 

MisB  Clara  Beverly,  head  of  elementary  training  department,  says  that 
the  superintendent  emphasizes  that  teachers  should  take  time  to  introduce 
pupils  to  books,  and  to  start  the  reading  of  books;  that  a  growing  number 
of  teachers  look  upon  the  library  as  a  necessity. 

No  library  room  here.  Needs  a  good  library  in  normal  assembly  room 
80  student  teachers  can  use  spare  moments  with  books. 

General  Notes. 

Branch  libraries  encircle  the  city.  They  greatly  extend  the  use  of  books; 
without  them  the  work  of  the  eighty  grammar  schools  would  be  very  seriously 
crippled. 


LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 
KALAMAZOO  WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Esther  Bralby.  Instrcctor.  '    ' 

The  third  class  in  elementary  library  methods  in  the  Western  State  Normal 
School  enrolled  with  a  membership  of  twenty  at  the  opening  of  the  sununer 
term,  of  whom  fifteen  completed  the  course. 

Two  sections  were  formed,  each  of  which  gave  one  hour  of  work  daily, 
with  as  much  outside  reading  as  possible. 

The  model  and  graded  libraries  were  shelved  in  a  recitation  room,  so  that 
when  they  were  not  being  used  by  the  Ubrary  classes,  all  the  students  in- 
terested in  children's  reading  and  good  editions  of  children's  books,  could 
examine  them. 

Practical  work  was  begun  at  once  with  the  accessioning  of  selected  books. 
Before  instruction  in  this  was  completed.  Miss  Massee  of  the  children's 
department  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  gave  seven  lectures  on  children's 
reading,  which  were  attended  by  many  students  not  enrolled  in  the  class. 

Work  in  accessioning  was  finished  and  the  study  of  classification  taken 
up,  but  not  completed  until  after  the  nine  lectures  given  by  Miss  Price  on 
reference  work.  The  most  useful  reference  books  were  described,  examined 
and  reported  upon,  the  students  taking  sufficient  notes  to  make  an  annotated 
bibhography  for  their  own  use. 

Classification  was  taken  up  again,  and  with  it,  the  1, 2,  3  and  Cutter  systems 
of  book  numbers.    Cataloguing  filled  the  remainder  of  the  time. 

The  class  was,  as  a  whole,  well  prepared  for  the  work  and  shon'ed  interest 
and  appreciation  for  both  the  cultural  and  practical  values,  but  class  and 
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instructor  felt  than  one  hour  a  day  was  too  short  a  time  to  do  thoroughly 
both  the  technical  and  educational  work  necessary.  The  problem  in  this, 
aa  in  every  normal  school,  is  for  students  who  are  workii^  for  certr6cates, 
to  find  it  possible  to  give  time  to  courses  not  directly  required;  and  if  they 
are  able  to  take  the  course,  they  must  lose,  because  of  the  pressure  of  r^jular 
work,  the  most  helpful  part,  the  acquaintance  with  the  books  discussed  in 
class,  which  can  come  only  from  personally  reading  and  examining  the  books 
themselves. 

MICHIGAN  SUMMER  SCHOOL  FOR  LIBRARY  TRAINING. 

The  State  Board  of  Library  Commiseioners  decided  to  hold  during  the  year 
1908  a  Summer  School  for  Library  Training,  The  school  was  intended  to 
give  technical  instruction  in  library  methods  to  the  untrained  librarians 
and  library  assistants  of  the  State  who  are  unable  to  go  away  for  a  course 
of  one  or  two  years  in  one  of  the  regular  library  schools.  The  value  of  such 
summer  schools  in  raising  the  standard  of  library  efficiency  in  the  State 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  schools  established  by  several  of  the  State 
commissions. 

The  course  was  free  to  those  holding  library  positions  in  the  State  and 
those  under  definite  appointment  to  such  positions.  No  entrance  examina- 
tions were  required  but  students  were  expected  to  have  a  high  school  educa- 
tion or  its  equivalent. 

The  first  session  of  the  school  waa  held  in  the  capitol  at  Lansing,  June 
29  to  August  7.  The  Commission  was  given  the  use  of  the  senate  chamber 
and  two  adjoining  rooms.  These  quarters  were  not  only  unusually  luxurious 
but  also  very  convenient  because  so  near  the  State  Library,  the  resources 
of  which  were  constantly  drawn  upon  by  both  instructors  and  students. 
Twenty-six  students,  representing  sixteen  different  towns,  registered. 
Thirteen  of  these  took  the  full  course,  thirteen  special  subjects.  At  the  end 
of  the  course  certificates  were  presented  to  eleven  students  who  had  satis- 
factorily completed  the  course  and  passed  the  examinations  given. 

The  course  was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs,  Marj-  C.  Spencer,  State  Librarian 
and  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  The  head 
instructor  was  Miss  M.  Louise  Hunt,  librarian  of  the  Lansing  Public  Library, 
a  graduate  of  the  Drexel  Institute  Library  School  and  formerly  instructor 
in  library  economy  at  that  school.  Miss  Hunt  gave  the  instruction 
in  reference  work  and  several  minor  subjects. 

Miss  Effie  L.  Power,  instructor  in  library  use  and  juvenile  literature  at  the 
Cleveland  Normal  School,  had  charge  of  the  course  in  children's  work.  Miss 
Power  is  a  graduate  of  the  Training  School  for  Children's  Librarians  at 
Pittsburg  and  was  formerly  director  of  the  children's  department  of  the 
Cleveland  Public  Library. 

,  The  course  in  cataloging  was  given  by  Miss  Kuth  M.  Wright,  cataloger 
at  the  State  Librarj-,  Miss  Wright  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Li- 
brary School,  was  for  two  years  a  cataloger  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
has  had  considerable  experience  in  organizing  small  libraries. 

Miss  M,  Alice  Matthews,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois  Library 
School,  now  assistant  librarian  of  the  George  Washington  University  Library, 
gave  the  courses  in  classification,  book  selection  and  minor  subjects. 

In  all  subjects  where  possible  the  lectures  were  followed  by  practical 
work  which  was  carefully  revised.  Each  student  was  thereby  aJjle  to  take 
away  with  her  corrected  samples  of  the  various  library  records.^ 'OO^J  I C 
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During  the  oouise  instruction  was  given  in  the  following  subjects: 

Cataloging  Note-taking  and  library  handwriting 

Classification  Statistics 

Ref«%nce  work  AJphabeting 

Childien's  work  Accessioning 

Book  selection  and  buying  Withdrawals 

Book  numbers  Public  documents 

Shdf  list  and  inventory  Administration 

Loan  systems  Mechanical  preparation  of  books 

Binding  Mending 

Periodicals 
B«alizing  the  particular  need  throughout  the  State  for  more  technical 
knowledge  of  library  work  nitb  children,  the  Commission  decided  to  make 
that  subject  a  special  feature  of  this  session  of  the  school.  Miss  Effie  L. 
Power  of  the  Cleveland  Normal  School  was  engaged  to  give  a  five  weeks' 
course  of  twenty-two  lectures.  The  Commission  was  especially  fortunate 
in  obtaining  one  so  well  equipped  in  training  and  experience.  Of  great 
value  in  this  course  was  the  library  of  500  volumes  chosen  by  Miss  Power 
for  the  Commission,  as  a  first  selection  of  children's  books  for  a  small  pubhc 
library.  The  students  were  thus  able  to  become  familiar  with  the  different 
editions  by  actual  use  of  the  books. 

Four  special  lectures  were  given  during  the  session.  Miss  Alice  B.  Kroeger, 
director  of  Drexel  Institute  Library  School,  spoke  on  the  Efficient  Librarian. 
Samuel  H.  Ranck,  librarian  of  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library,  addressed 
the  class  on  Essentials  and  Non-essentials  in  Library  Administration.  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Spencer,  State  Librarian,  gave  a  talk  on  State  Aid  to  Libraries. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Chamberlin  of  Detroit  spoke  on  Library  Equipment. 

MARQUETTE  NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
Grace  E.  SALisBUKr.  Instructor. 

On  June  twenty-ninth  the  Summer  Session  of  the  Northern  Normal  School 
opened  with  a  registered  class  in  Library  Methods  numbering  ten.  Six 
members  of  the  class  entered  the  twelve  weeks  credit  course,  two  entered 
the  six  weeks,  and  two  members  who  were  compelled  for  personal  reasons 
to  be  somewhat  irregular  in  attendance,  also  entered  the  six  weeks  course, 
but  without  attempting  to  work  for  credit.  Of  the  ten  registered  in  the 
class  all  but  three  were  active  teachers,  one  was  a  librarian,  and  two  were 
students. 

A  very  encouraging  interest  in  the  course,  and  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
introduced  was  shown  in  the  large  attendance  on  the  special  lectures  offered 
from  time  to  time.  Both  the  faculty  and  students  In  the  school  seemed 
to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  work.  Commissioners  of  the  Upper  Peninsula 
were  anxious  for  their  teachers  to  gain  all  possible  benefit  from  the  lectures, 
■wad  also  from  the  examination  of  the  books  and  pictures  on  exhibition. 
<^e  commissioner  assigned  work  to  his  teachers  on  the  books  in  the  model 
library  that  they  might  become  better  acquainted  with  the  books  found 
therein. 

The  six  weeks  credit  course  attempted  to  take  up  rural  school  problems, 
giving  in8tructi(Hi  in  the  need  of  a  library  in  a  school,  how  to  procure  such 
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a  library,  how  to  use  the  books,  and  how  to  get  others  to  use  thetn.  Book 
selection  was  dwelt  on  at  length. 

The  twelve  weeks  credit  course  attempted  in  addition  to  the  work  above 
mentioned  to  give  technical  instruction  in  book  classification,  accesaioning, 
and  simple  cataloging. 

Talks  were  given  to  both  classes  on  the  structure  of  the  book,  book>binding 
and  repairing,  work  with  pictures  in  the  school,  and  work  with  stories. 

Special  lectures  were  given  by  Miss  Price,"  of  Merrill,  Wisconsin,  on 
"Reference  books,"  and  by  Miss  Massee  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  on  "Children's 
literature."  The  attendance  at  the  lectures  varied  somewhat  according 
to  the  demands  of  the  school  along  other  lines,  but  it  ranged  from  fifty  to 
a  hundred  much  of  the  time. 

Mrs.  Spencer  spent  some  days  in  the  city  inspecting  the  work  in  the  school 
and  giving  advice  and  encouragement  to  those  talcing  the  course.  She 
gave  a  very  helpful  and  enthusiastic  talk  to  the  student  body  in  the  Assembly 
ball.  In  this  talk  she  presented  the  work  being  attempted  by  the  State 
Library  for  the  benefit  especially  of  schools  in  the  poorer  and  more  scattered 
sections  of  the  State.  She  presented  very  forcibly  the  great  work  of  the 
traveling  Ubraries. 

In  the  lecture  room  there  were  in  addition  to  the  model  or  working  library 
sent  out  from  Lansing,  a  collection  of  children's  books  in  attractive  editions 
suitable  for  school  use  from  the  Children's  room  of  the  Bufffdo  public  library, 
a  collection  of  Braun-Clement  photographs  suitable  for  school  room  decora- 
tion from  Lansing,  a  collection  of  mounted  pictures,  of  all  kinds  suitable 
for  the  daily  work  of  the  school  together  with  catalogs  from  the  various 
picture  dealers,  and  a  collection  of  the  best  lists  and  other  aids  in  book 
selection,  and  work  in  school  libraries. 

These  exhibits  proved  of  much  value  to  others  than  members  of  the  library 
classes,  as  they  were  open  practically  all  day  for  examination  and  reference. 

The  growing  interest  of  the  ten  members  of  the  library  class  was  indicated 
in  the  large  amount  of  time  they  voluntarily  spent  on  the  work,  and  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  they  all  agreed  to  act  as  missionaries  of  the  school 
library  during  the  year  to  come. 

That  this  interest  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  class  was  shown 
daily  and  was  exceedingly  encouraging  in  its  promise  for  the  future. 


MT.  PLEASANT  CENTRAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
Flora  B.  Roberts.  Ethel  R,  Sawyer,  Instbuctohs. 

The  term  opened  June  29,  but  as  the  class  was  slow  in  forming,  work 
did  not  begin  until  July  1.  Nine  students  elected  the  course;  they  ranged 
from  rural  school  teachers  to  superintendents.  During  the  course  one  student 
dropped  out  when  the  work  grew  heavy,  while  a  second  dropped  out  of  one 
recitation  a  day,  and  therefore  earned  the  credit  for  only  six  weeks'  work. 
You  will  find  attached  a  schedule  of  our  work  from  day  to  day,  with  a  sum- 
maiy.  Also  the  names  of  those  completing  the  course,  with  the  grades 
which  are  recorded  with  the  Registrar  of  the  Central  Normal  School. 

The  work  met  with  the  enthusiastic  support  of  the  class,  and  though  the 
numbers  were  few  we  felt  the  effort  was  not  in  vain.  We  missed  the  presence 
of  Miss  Converse,  the  librarian  of  the  Normal.  Another  year  no  doubt  her 
interest  and  infiuence  will  aid  in  bringing  together  a  much  larger  clu@. 
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As  soon  as  teachers  realize  the  value  of  the  course  to  their  work  the  classes 
will  be  filled  to  overflowing. 


w  estern  state  normal  school. 
Esther  Brainy,  Instructor. 

As  in  the"  preceding  years  of  1906, 1907  and  1908,  the  course  in  elementary 
library  methods  will  be  given  in  the  Western  State  Normal  School,  by  the 
power  and  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  ComimisBiorierB. 

Each  year  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  more  directly  to  the  teachers 
taking  the  course,  the  specific  help  that  will  be  of  most  practical  and  im- 
mediate benefit  to  them  in  the  problems  of  their  daily  school  life;  a  general 
view  of  the  resources  at  their  command  in  small  school  libraries,  and  the 
simple  methods  by  which  this  material  may  be  made  effective. 

The  instructor  in  charge  gives  the  more  technical  work  relating  to  the 
arrangement  and  administration  of  a  school  library;  classification  of  books, 
simple  cataloguing,  and  various  library  processes,  and  the  generosity  of  the 
Library  Commission  makes  it  possible  to  have  the  advantage  of  special 
lecturers  on  the  subjects  of  the  use  of  reference  books,  the  selection  of 
children's  books  and  story  telling  in  the  school. 

The  most  valuable  criticism  of  the  course  has  come  from  the  students 
who  have  done  the  work;  they  feel  that  they  have  been  put  in  possession 
of  an  ability  to  help  themselves  by  means  of  a  systematized  knowledge  of 
sources  of  information  of  which  they  had  not  known.  The  realization 
by  teachers  of  the  common  purpose  of  the  school  and  the  hbrar}',  and  the 
close  relation  between  them,  as  well  as  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  collection 
of  books  in  the  school  itself,  is  what  the  course  aims  to  accomplish  in  ad- 
dition to  its  more  special  work. 


STATE  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 
Report  of  Chairman  of  Library  CoiiMirrEE, 

Library  conditions  differ  so  widely  in  different  sections  of  our  State,  that 
it  is  no  easy  task  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  library  committee  systematically 
and  at  the  same  time  effectively. 

It  is  evident  that  the  same  plan  cannot  be  followed  in  the  city,  where  good, 
well  stocked  libraries  are  as  free  as  air,  and  where  magazines  and  papers 
are  so  cheap,  as  to  be  practically  within  the  reach  of  idl,  as  in  the  remote 
places  where  scarcely  a  book  of  any  kind  is  to  be  found,  or  in  the  older  settled 
country  districts,  where  school  and  township  libraries  have  been  established, 
but  which  need  improving  and  enlarging,  to  furnish  reading  that  wiU  appeal 
to  or  interest  the  farming  communities  in  which  they  are  situated. 

We  believe  that  the  rural  school  is  the  bottom  round  in  the  educational 
ladder,  and  that  here  is  the  widest  field  for  hbrary  work,  and  your  committee 
has  sought  to  get  into  touch  with  these  schools  which  are  the  foundation 
of  our  common  school  system.  Early  in  the  year,  the  chairman  of  your 
committee  prepared  a  concise,  circular  letter,  inquiring  into  library  c^Qditions 
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in  country  districts,  and  asking  for  advice  and  cooperation  in  working  for 
their  betterment.  Copies  of  this  letter  were  sent  to  all  of  the  county  school 
commissioners  of  the  State,  and  as  I  write  this  report,  on  my  desk  lie  more 
than  a  dozen  letters  received  in  reply  to  this  circular  letter.  Every  one  of 
these  replies  congratulates  the  club  women  on  their  interest  in  the  work, 
and  promises  hearty  cooperation,  while  some  of  them  contain  sound  advice 
and  useful  suggestions.  One  oomnusBioner  writes:  "We  are  right  after 
library  conditions  in  this  county  this  year,  every  township  has  its  hbrary, 
some  large,  some  small  as  yet,  and  most  of  our  school  districts  have  school 
libraries  too."  'The  penal  fines  furnish  the  cash  and  the  commiaeioner 
sees  that  it  is  properly  spent.  Have  used  $2,500  this  year."  And  this  is 
from  the  northern  peninsula.  Another  writes:  "The  teachers  do  not  yet 
appreciate  the  value  of  the  school  library  nor  know  how  to  use  it."  We 
believe  this  to  be  true  of  only  a  part  of  the  rural  teachers  in  country  districts. 
The  teachers  in  our  cities  and  towns  have  long  valued  the  school  library 
in  their  work,  and  have  been  most  intelligent  and  efficient  helpers  in  the 
extension  of  good  reading,  especially  among  the  young  and  we  must  continue 
to  look  to  our  public  school  teachers  as  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  promoting 
the  spreading  of  good  boolcs  among  the  people. 

The  several  members  of  your  committee  have  been  both  active  and  diligent. 
Nothing  asked  of  them  has  been  left  undone,  and  they  close  the  year  with 
love  and  enthusiasm  for  the  work.  A  considerable  report  of  a  part  of  their 
work  follows:  All  cities  and  rillagea  in  the  second  district  are  well  suppUed 
with  circulating  libraries,  while  most  of  the  school  districts  have  school 
libraries.  One  hundred  fifteen  districts  in  Washtenaw  county  have  about 
7,000  volumes. 

In  the  third  district,  twenty  clubs  appointed  library  committees,  and  a 
lively  interest  in  library  work  was  stimulated.  In  Charlotte  the  committees 
of  two  clubs  held  a  Joint  meetii^  and  the  work  was  apportioned  among  the 
several  members.  The  work  of  one  member  was  to  see  that  the  State  Library 
laws  were  published  in  the  county  newspapers.  A  dozen  traveling  Ubraries 
are  in  use  this  year.  At  the  Calhoun  county  fair,  a  State  traveling  library 
was  exhibited  and  attracted  much  attention. 

In  the  fourth  district  there  are  27  women's  clubs,  all  interested  in  library 
work.  A  free  public  hbrary  was  voted  at  Caaeopolia  last  spring.  The  club 
women  worked  at  the  polls  to  secure  votes  for  this  object.  The  committee 
in  this  district  did  good  work  through  the  county  normal  school. 

The  report  from  the  fifth  district  gives  libraries  in  four-fifths  of  the  schools. 
In  May,  a  Library  Round  Table  was  held  in  Ionia,  from  which  the  libraries 
in  the  vicinity  acknowledged  much  help.  Some  club  women  in  this  district 
collected  and  sorted  old  magazines  and  used  them  for  a  circulating  library 
among  the  very  poor  who  were  wholly  destitute  of  any  reading  material. 

In  the  sixth  district,  Birmingham,  Howell  and  Williamston,  have  good 
libraries.  Most  of  the  rural  schools  lue  provided  with  libraries,  in  which 
there  has  been  much  improvement  in  the  selection  of  books. 

In  the  seventh  district,  the  earnest  member  pubUahed  at  her  own  expense 
in  a  weekly  newspaper,  a  half  column  article  on  the  usefulness  of  the  State 
traveling  library,  and  distributed  100  copies  where  she  thought  they  would 
do  the  most  good. 

The  eighth  district  has  many  good  libraries  and  some  interested  sebool 
commissioners.  In  Saginaw  county  the  school  commissioners  took  the  trouble 
to  compile  a  very  complete  report  of  aU  of  the  libraries  in  the  county,  tocher 
with  a  classification  of  the  books  contained  in  them,  and  sent  to  the  ehainaan 
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of  your  committee.     Tliie  report  is  found  to  be  valuable  and  useful  for 
reference. 

In  the  luiith  district  your  committee  report  forty-five  new  libraries  estab- 
lisbed  last  year.  The  Ladies'  Literary  Club  of  Hut  raised  S33  for  the  town 
library. 

The  Newaygo  county  districts  are  agitating  the  question  of  using  State 
loan  libraries.  In  Muskegon  county  nearly  all  of  the  school  districts  are 
taking  freeh  interest  in  libraries. 

The  tenth  district  reports  a  slight  increase  along  library  lines.  This 
district  of  fifteen  counties,  some  of  the  sparsely  settled  has  been  most  faith- 
fully looked  after  by  your  committee  member,  with  the  result  that  the  work 
there  has  made  a  most  promising  beginning. 

The  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  through  its  earnest,  efficient 
secretary,  has,  as  in  previous  years,  been  ever  ready  to  assist  us  in  our  work 
by  advice,  suggestions  and  material  aid,  all  of  which  we  greatly  appreciate. 

When  the  public  library  is  more  valued,  the  rural  library  better  equipped 
and  the  library  facilities  offered  by  the  State  better  known,  we  shall  have 
a  more  intelligent  and  better  informed  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anna  A.  Palmeb, 
Chairman  Lituraiy  Committee, 
Michigan  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  LIBRARY  SECTION  OF  THE 

STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION  AT  SAGINAW  FRIDAY, 

OCTOBER  30th.  1908. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  a  few  minutes  after  two  in  the  Manual 
Training  School  by  the  chairman,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer.  After  a  few  ap- 
propriate remarks  concerning  the  place  which  should  be  held  by  libraries 
in  educational  work,  Mrs.  Spencer  resigned  the  chair  to  Miss  Alta  Stansbury 
of  Port  Huron  who  presided  over  the  meeting. 

As  the  first  number  on  the  program  Mrs.  Spencer  told  of  the  work  done 
by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  teachers.  She  stated 
that  the  Board  and  the  State  Library  worked  together  in  the  interest  of  library 
extension  and  gave  a  brief  resum^  of  what  had  been  accomplished.  The  use 
ol  the  travelling  libraries  has  spread  resulting  in  a  circulation  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  volumes.  The  State  Library  has  one  hundred  special  libraries, 
such  Ubraries  being  sent  on  request  for  six  months.  It  also  loans  to  schools 
large  prints  of  famous  paintings,  valued  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars,  one 
hundred  such  being  now  placed.  Registered  libraries,  ownership  of  one 
hundred  books  entitling  membership,  may  receive  from  the  State  Library 
a  collection  of  one  hundred  volumes. 

Mrs.  Spencer  also  explained  the  Legislative  Reference  Department,  which 
by  means  of  newspaper  clippings,  magazine  cuttings  and  books,  coUeets  an 
immense  amount  of  material  for  the  use  of  legislatorii.  In  order  to  make 
this  department  most  effective  circulars  are  sent  to  legislatftrs  asking  for 
information  concerning  bills  to  be  presented  at  the  coming  session.  Then 
the  material  is  ready  when  needed.  The  State  Library  has  over  two  thousand 
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copies  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  recent  constitutional  convention 
which  will  be  distributed  to  libraries  upon  request. 

Mr.  Ranck  of  Grand  Rapids  by  a  timely  question  disclosed  the  fact  that 
between  sessioos  the  Legislative  Reference  Department  could  be  used  from 
outside.  He  also  recommended  the  proceedings  and  debates  to  librariea 
as  well  worth  while  particularly  if  the  constitution  were  adopted.  Mr. 
Ranck  then  read  his  paper,  "How  to  make  the  library  of  more  service  to 
students  of  school  age."  His  able  paper  is  given  in  full  elsewhere;  but  he 
said  in  part : 

"The  subject  is  of  such  great  importance  that  it  should  be  well  considered. 
The  large  majority  of  our  people  leave  school  before  the  age  of  thirteen, 
and  the  knowledge  of  reading  is  the  most  important  possession  for  character 
and  efficiency.  In  considering  ways  and  means,  tne  work  and  influence 
of  the  teacher  is  the  most  important,  since  the  teacher  knows  the  child  better 
than  the  librarian  possibly  can.  This  teacher  should  have  sympathy, 
comprehension  and  a  knowledge  of  children's  books.  The  library  can  aid 
in  sending  a  select  collection  to  the  schools." 

Mr.  Ranck  described  in  detail  the  well  worked  out  plan  used  in  Grand 
Rapids,  the  keynote  of  which  is  to  get  pupils  in  touch  with  the  library, 
"  In  this  effort  the  personatity  of  the  librarian  and  teacher  is  of  the  utmost 
importance.  Visits  of  librarian  to  school  buildings,  story  hours  introducing 
children  to  great  hterature,  illustrated  lectures,  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
catalog  and  reference  books,  all  help  to  bring  the  schools  in  touch  with  the 
library.  In  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  they  must  work  together  and  each 
know  more  of  the  work  of  the  other," 

Mr.  W.  F.  Lewis  of  Port  Huron  opened  the  discussion.  He  contended 
that  as  the  average  child  attends  school  only  six  years  the  main  function  of 
the  school  should  be  to  teach  him  to  read  with  ease  and  rapidity,  and  have 
a  taste  for  reading.  For  this  a  great  abundance  of  books  is  needed,  the 
personality  and  equipment  of  the  teacher  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
an  ability  to  tell  stories  well  absolutely  necessary.  Teachers  also  need  to 
know  books.  A  broad  knowledge  of  the  subject  nill  bring  about  the  true 
teaching  which  arouses  a  child's  interest  and  makes  him  desire  to  carry  the 
subject  further.  The  librarian  should  place  a  set  of  books  in  the  schools 
and  change  frequently,  from  this  the  teacher  should  select  the  books  she  can 
best  use.  By  the  time  the  sixth  grade  is  reached  the  reading  habit  should 
be  formed.  Mr.  Lewis  considered  that  the  township  library  makes  too  large 
a  limit,  that  each  district  school  should  have  its  library. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Cummings  of  Lansing  continued  the  discussion.  Mr.  Cununings 
thought  that  the  work  should  begin  even  earlier  than  in  the  schools,  in  the 
home  itself.  But  in  the  school  children's  tastes,  both  moral  and  physical 
are  often  formed  by  the  teacher.  Let  this  teacher  then  give  him  ideas  from 
the  best  in  literature  and  history.  In  this  the  librarj'  can  aid  by  welcoming 
the  child,  occasionally  giving  half  an  hour  for  story-telling  by  some  one  who 
knows  how,  and  by  equipping  schools  with  books.  In  Lansing  a  complete 
set  is  sent  to  each  grade  and  kept  a  few  weeks  to  circulate  among  the  children ; 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  this  reading  is  compulsory  with  very  good 
results.  Concerning  the  teachers  reading  to  children,  Mr.  Cummings, 
sounded  a  warning  that  the  very  best  must  be  chosen  or  the  opportunity 
was  wasted.  The  library  can  give  the  teachers  special  privilege  cards,  can 
talk  to  the  children  in  their  school  rooms,  and  whenever  possible  explain 
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the  use  of  the  card  catalog,  dictionarieB,  etc.,  in  order  the  child  may  learn 
to  get  what  he  desires  intelligently  and  easily. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Cummings'  tfdk  Mre.  Spencer  announced 
that  in  order  the  teachers  might  be  sure  of  the  list  from  which  to  select 
reading  the  State  Library  would  send  to  any  teacher  interested  the  list  known 
as  "The  children's  library"  compiled  by  Miss  May  H.  Prentice  and  Miss 
Effie  L.  Power. 

The  chairman  then  introduced  Miss  Power  of  Cleveland  who  read  the  next 
paper,  "Selection  of  a  school  library  by  teachers  and  practical  methods  of 
directing  students'  reading," 

Hiss  Power  gave  basis  for  selection,  emphasizing  books  that  lead  onward 
and  upward.     Her  interesting  and  suggestive  paper  is  given  in  full  elsewhere, 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Cogshall  of  Grand  Rapids  opened  the  discussion  by  saying, 
"No  one  who  knows  and  loves  children  can  fail  to  appreciate  the  influence 
of  noble  thoughts  and  high  ideals  upon  children.  In  the  homes  there  is  a 
sad  n^lect  of  reading  culture.  Teachers  fail  if  pupils  are  not  led  to  know 
what  to  read  and  where  to  get  it,  if  they  do  not  create  an  appetite  for  books 
for  librarians  to  gratify.  Books  of  information  selected  along  the  lines  of 
science,  history  and  industry  should  be  purchased  at  any  price.  Inspirational 
books,  travel,  art  and  fiction  should  be  selected  from  the  standpoint  of  pure 
literature.  At  Grand  Rapids  a  teachers'  conference  meeting  is  held  at  the 
library  every  year  to  discuss  children's  books.  This  conference  naturally 
solves  many  problems. 

"The  best  books  for  the  child  are  those  which  will  widen  his  world,  broaden 
his  outlook  and  increase  his  store  of  valuable  knowledge.  A  person  must 
receive  in  childhood  that  which,  when  grown,  will  make  him  full  of  resources 
and  the  joy  of  living.  For  this  the  story  hour  will  help  if  the  story  teller 
has  both  sympathy  and  discrimination.  All  effort  must  be  made  that  when 
children  go  out  into  life  they  may  go  to  the  library  and  not  away  from  it 
for  further  education." 

Mr.  Henry  N.  Loud  of  Au  Sable  made  a  few  suggestions  regarding  choice 
of  books,  that  they  should  be  attractive  and  not  bought  in  sets  but  rather 
the  few  best  of  any  given  author.  He  suggested  that  the  teacher  should 
include  in  the  list  the  twenty-five  books  found  in  the  university  catalog  as 
required  reading.  He  also  thought  that  school  Ubraries  might  be  profitably 
exchanged,  different  books  being  bought  and  rotated  from  county  to  county. 

Mr.  Bavid  E.  Heinemann  of  Detroit  was  called  upon  by  the  chairman 
and  spoke  for  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  asking  for  the 
cooperation  of  all  the  teachers  in  the  work  of  the  Board,  stating  the  importance 
of  the  work  since  the  library  is  to  the  teacher  what  a  laboratory  is  to  the 
scientist. 

Miss  Stansbury  then  resigned  the  chair  to  Mrs.  Spencer  who  conducted 
the  business  part  of  the  meeting,  during  which  Mr.  W.  F.  Lewis  was  elected 
chairman  and  Mr.  David  E.  Heinemann,  secretary  of  the  section.  The 
meeting  of  the  Library  Section  for  1908  was  then  adjourned. 

Eliza  E.  Townsend, 
Secretary. 


Dignz.dbyGoO'^le 
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PAPERS  READ  AT  STATE  TEACHERS'  AS30CUTI0N. 

How  TO  Make  the  Library  of  Greater  Service  to  the  Student  op 
School  Age. 

The  problem  of  connecting  the  libruy  -with  school  work  and  with  the 
students  in  school  is  one  that  has  been  receiving  more  and  more  atten- 
tion during  the  past  few  years,  both  on  the  part  of  teachers  wid  on  the  part 
of  librarians.  The  importance  of  the  subject  is  worthy  of  aU  of  the  thought 
that  is  given  to  it.  The  public  Bchool  deals  with  the  child  of  from  five  to 
twenty  years  of  age,  though  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  large  majority  of  children 
in  this  country  are  out  of  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  For  the  rest  of  their 
lives  public  educational  influence  comes  in  contact  with  these  people  largely 
or  entirely  through  the  public  library.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
therefore,  that  the  library  should  connect  with  the  children  while  they  are 
yet  in  school. 

In  spite  of  all  the  things  that  have  been  added  to  our  school  curricuhims 
in  the  past  generation  and  the  varied  emphasis  placed  on  these  diffasnb 
subjects,  it  still  remains  a  fact  that  reading  is  the  most  important  thing  the 
school  can  teach  the  child.  The  ability  to  gain  ideas  from  the  printed  page, 
to  translate  the  printed  characters  into  ideas,  thoughts,  motives,  fictioiis, 
which  make  for  character  and  for  eftictency  is  the  greatest  thing  anyone 
gets  from  school,  for  this  opens  up  and  makes  possible  the  gaining  of  luiowledge 
on  any  subject  which  one  may  desire  to  take  up  in  after  life  and  ena1:rieB  him 
to  feel  through  books  the  influence  of  the  greatest  personalities  in  the  world's 
history.  If  the  school  and  library  fail  in  giving  the  child  this  ability,  the 
loss  to  the  child  is  one  that  he  can  never  fully  overcome.  To  permit  such  ft 
failure  is  nothing  less  than  to  commit  a  crime  against  the  child. 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  subject  further,  but  shall  take  it  for  granted 
that  everj'one  here  believes  that  reading  and  the  use  of  l)ooks  and  the  library 
is  an  important  part  of  the  child's  education.  My  purpose  is  to  <Hbcubs 
more  particularly  some  of  the  ways  and  tneans  for  bringing  about  this  desired 
result,  that  is  to  say,  the  closer  cooperation  of  the  library  and  the  school  with 
reference  to  the  pupils  while  they  are  still  in  school. 

First  in  importance  in  this  whole  matter,  is  the  work  and  the  influence  of 
the  teacher.  The  teacher  knows  the  characteristics  of  the  child's  mind  ia 
a  way  that  the  librarian  cannot,  and  is,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  inflaenee 
the  child's  reading  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  library  may  be  the  means 
for  supplying  much  of  the  reading  matter,  but  in  many  instances  this  problem 
is  solved  more  or  less  successfully  without  the  aid  of  the  pubHc  Hbraiy. 
However,  where  the  library  and  the  school  are  working  together,  side  by 
aide,  there  is  a  great  advantage  to  everyone  concerned. 

For  the  teacher's  influence  in  this  direction  to  count  with  the  child,  the 
first  requisite  is  a  knowledge  of  books  that  appeal  to  children,  accompanied 
as  it  must  be  with  sympathy  for  the  child  and  child  nature.  Another 
essential  is  that  the  teacher  should  be  firmly  convinced  that  the  greatest 
service  the  school  can  do  for  the  child  is  to  send  it  out  into  the  world  with 
both  the  ability  and  the  desire  to  get  ideas  from  the  printed  page.  It  is 
right  here  that  so  many  of  our  teachers  and  schools  fail ;  but  that  is  not  a 
part  of  my  story.     Where  there  is  a  librarian  in  the  school  building  part 
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of  this  work  which  ordinarily  fftUs  to  the  teacher  can  be  taken  over  by  the 
librarian,  but  even  then  the  work  aad  influence  of  the  teaeber  in  this  direction 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  or  negleeted.  It  is  much  easier  and  more  sfttis- 
faototy  for  one  teacher  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  reading  tast«a  and  the 
inteUeetual  and  moral  needs  of  aome  forty  pupils  than  for  a  librarian  to  keep 
ia  touch  with  five  hundred  or  a  thousand.  The  advantage  of  the  teacher, 
therefore,  com^  from  dealing  with  a  smiUter  group  of  persons. 

In  this  connection,  by  way  of  concrete  ilhmtration,  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  refer  briefly  to  how  acme  of  these  problems  are  being  worked  out  in  Grand 
Hapids  in  cooperation  with  the  Board  of  Education.  In  every  one  of  the 
public  school  buildings  in  the  city,  except  a  few  which  are  near  the  main 
librwy  building,  there  is  a  collection  of  from  three  to  eight  hundred  books 
selected  and  maintained  by  the  library,  except  that  the  records  of  circulation 
are  under  the  control  of  the  principals  or  the  teachers.  Card  catalogues  of 
these  eoltectioOB  are  also  being  made  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  children. 
The  helpfulness  of  such  a  school  coUeetion  to  the  children  is  univeraally 
recognized  in  otir  city.  A  similar  plan  is  in  vogue  in  otbu*  cities,  notably  in 
Mitwankee  and  Buffalo. 

In  addition  to  these  school  libraries,  the  library  sends  to  the  scbotrfs,  as 
requested  for  class  room  work,  a  selection  of  books  on  topics  under  discuedon 
or  study,  in  its  system  of  trav^ing  library  boxes.  These  boxes  hold  from 
thirty  to  ^y  volumes  according  to  the  size  of  the  books,  which  may  be 
selected  by  the  teacher  or  by  the  litn-ary  atone  the  tinee  suggested  by  the 
teacher,  both  methods  being  foUowed.  This  box  service  adds  immensely 
to  the  interest  of  the  larger  pupils  in  the  subjects  they  are  studying  by  giving 
them  a  wider  range.  The  books  are  used  in  the  school  room,  or  are  taken 
home  by  the  pupils  for  additkaial  study  or  supplementary  reading.  These 
boxes  are  sent  out  for  a  period  of  four  weeks,  but  they  may  be  exchanged 
oftener  if  desired. 

The  most  interesting  development  of  the  relation  between  the  hbrary 
and  the  schools  in  Grand  Rapids  is  the  establishment  of  branch  hbraries 
in  school  buildings  for  the  use  both  of  the  pupils  in  the  school  and  for  the 
people  of  the  whole  neighborhood.  The  Board  of  Education  for  such  branches 
supplies  the  heat,  light,  and  janitor  service  and  equips  the  room,  and  the 
tibrary  supplies  the  books,  the  periodicals  and  the  librarian.  Two  dozen 
current  periodicals  including  a  daily  newspaper  from  Chicago,  are  kept  on 
flle,  and  in  each  of  these  collections  there  are  at  least  1,000  volumes,  new 
books  being  added  from  time  to  time  at  about  the  rate  of  ten  a  month. 
The  collections  are  more  or  less  of  a  general  nature,  about  half  of  them  being 
for  children,  but  this  winter  we  are  placing  into  four  of  these  branch  libraries 
200  volumes  which  have  been  chosen  wholly  with  reference  to  the  work  in 
the  schools.  These  will  be  known  as  school  reference  books.  They  have 
been  selected  with  the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  principals  and  the 
library.  They  will  not  circulate  except  during  the  vacation  periods.  At 
other  times  they  will  always  be  in  this  library  for  the  use  and  special  benefit 
of  the  school  children.  In  this  way  there  will  be  in  each  of  these  school 
buildings  from  three  to  four  hundred  reference  books,  more  than  half  of 
which  relate  directly  to  the  school  work,  besides  1,000  or  more  volumes 
for  general  circulation.  Many  books  in  the  school  reference  collection  are 
duplicated,  and  thus  available  for  circulation.  Just  how  this  plan  will  work 
out  we  are  not  yet  able  to  determine,  but  we  believe  that  it  will  strengthen 
the  teaching  work  of  the  school  immensely,  and  that  it  is  a  legitimate  function 
of  the  librarian  to  take  charge  of  the  work,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  get 
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the  pupils  while  in  school  in  touch  with  the  library,  so  that  the  Ulwary  may 
bold  OD  to  them,  &s  it  were,  after  they  leave  school. 

In  all  of  this  work  the  perBonality  of  the  librarian  who  works  with  the 
school  children  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  not  only  in  making  the  library 
and  the  books  of  the  greatest  aerviiie  to  the  child,  but  also  in  creating  the 
desire  to  continue  the  use  of  books  in  the  right  way  in  after  life.  Indeed, 
in  all  work  for  children  too  much  emphasis  can  not  be  placed  on  the  personality 
of  both  the  librarian  and  the  teacher. 

Other  ways  of  making  the  library  of  service  to  the  children  of  school  age, 
which  we  are  using  in  Grand  Rapids,  is  for  the  children's  librarian  to  visit 
the  schools  throughout  the  city,  both  public,  parochial  and  private,  and 
address  the  pupils  on  the  use  of  the  library  and  the  use  of  books;  to  have 
these  children  come  to  the  library  in  classes  with  their  teachers  to  receive 
instnictioo  in  its  use  with  particular  attention  to  the  classification  and  use 
of  the  card  catalogue;  the  giving  of  weekly  "story  hours"  conducted  by  the 
library  at  six  different  points  in  the  city  to  which  the  children  come  only 
because  they  enjoy  the  stories  told — ^the  stories  being  designed  to  serve  as 
an  introduction  to  the  masterpieces  of  literature  or  to  some  particular  book 
or  books;  the  giving  of  illustrated  lectures  under  the  auspices  of  the  hln'ary 
in  the  school  buildings  where  branch  libraries  are  maintained,  the  subjects 
of  which  are  frequently  of  special  interest  to  the  school  work  of  the  child; 
the  reserving  of  books  from  the  circulation  department  of  the  main  library 
on  the  shelves  in  the  reference  department  on  subjects  being  studied  in  school, 
for  the  special  use  of  the  children  and  the  teachers.  All  of  these  efforts  help 
to  bring  the  child  directly  in  contact  with  the  library  and  serve  to  introduce 
him  to  it.  The  instruction  work  we  regard  as  of  very  great  importance, 
and  we  already  find  that  children  of  eight  to  twelve  yeus  undra^tand  the 
card  catalogues,  and  can  use  reference  books  and  the  whole  library  much 
more  satisfactorily  and  uoderatandingly  than  a  large  proportion  of  the  adults. 
In  short,  we  are  endeavoring  to  train  the  whole  rising  generation  to  be  in- 
telligent readers,  and  students  and  workers  on  their  own  account.  This 
instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library  is  also  done  for  the  high  school  students, 
the  emphasis  there  being  placed  on  the  use  of  Poole's  Index  and  other 
reference  books  in  the  reference  department  of  the  library.  The  value  of 
all  this  work  to  the  child  as  a  student  in  school  is  a  factor  of  no  small  im- 
portance, for  the  teachers  universally  admit  that  the  children  who  read  good 
books  are  getting  much  more  out  of  their  school  work  than  those  who  read 
bad  books  or  nothing  at  all. 

Another  feature  of  the  work  of  connecting  the  library  with  the  child  and 
the  school  is  the  fact  that  the  principals  in  the  public  schook  return  to  the 
library  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  those  who  leave  school  permanently. 
These  are  followed  up  by  the  library  with  a  personal  letter  to  each  in  the  effort 
to  get  them  to  continue  their  education  through  that  institution.  Accom- 
panying the  letter  from  the  librarian  is -a  leaflet  entitled  "The  Right  Start; 
or.  Don't  be  a  Quitter,"  telling  why  it  is  worth  while  for  a  boy  or  a  girl  to 
continue  to  use  the  library  after  he  leaves  school. 

To  sum  up,  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  that  the  library  and  the 
school  should  cooperate  in  every  possible  way  in  this  work  of  making  the 
library  of  greater  service  to  the  child  of  school  age.  This  cannot  be  done 
satisfactorily  by  each  working  alone.  Both  must  learn  to  know  more  of  the 
work  of  the  other.  The  teacher  must  learn  more  of  the  best  ways  to  use 
books  and  libraries — a  knowledge  by  the  way,  which  too  many  teachers 
lack;  the  librarian  must  understand  the  problem  of  the  school,  a  problem 


MICHIOAN  STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION.  81 

about  which  most  of  us  librarians  have  much  to  learn.  And  finally  the 
librarian  and  the  teacher  must  know  each  other.  For  this  better  under- 
standing we  have  been  holding  for  a  number  of  years  an  annual  conference 
on  children's  reading.  In  this  conference,  teachers,  parents  and  librarians 
always  t«Jte  part.  We  must  work  together,  and  to  do  this  to  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  a  number  of  details  must  be  adjusted  so  that  the  routine  of  the 
two  institutions  do  not  conflict  with  each  other.  This,  however,  is  a  matter 
of  detul  and  not  a  matter  of  principal.  But  it  can  be  done;  it  is  being  done; 
and  it  will  be  done  more  and  more  as  we  are  gripped  with  the  idea  that  the 
welfare  of  the  child  is  the  one  thought  that  all  of  us  must  always  keep  to 
the  front. 

Samuel  H.  Ranck, 
Librarian  Public  Library, 
,n     Grand  Raipds. 

The    Selection    op  A  School  Librart    by    Teachers  and    Practical 
Mbthods  of  Directing  Students'  Reading. 

Let  UB  think  of  a  children's  library  as  being  made  up  of  reference  books, 
readable  books  of  information  in  science,  the  arts,  travel,  bic^aphy  and 
history,  and  books  of  imaginative  literature  such  as  fiction,  poetry,  myths 
and  fury  tales. 

The  reference  book  is  for  quick  use  in  gaining  information.  It  should 
be  accurate,  logically  arranged,  fully  indexed,  in  good  clear  type  and  well 
illustrated.  Since  most  reference  books  become  out  of  date  ana  need  to  be 
replaced,  the  number  should  be  kept  to  the  actual  need,  and  the  public  library 
where  there  is  one,  should  be  asked  to  supply  all  books  for  temporary  use. 

The  readable  book  of  information  is  for  the  child's  home  reading  and  is 
intended  to  extend  the  interest  aroused  in  the  school  room.  It  may  range 
from  fact  to  fancy  but  should  never  be  misleading.  This  class  of  books  is 
difficult  to  select  because  it  is  written  in  a  form  easily  imitated  by  mediocre 
writers  who  like  a  certain  Irishman  have  "a  moind  to  spake  but  nothing  to 
say."  Their  sugar  coated  pills  dull  the  tfiste  and  have  no  healing  power  at 
the  heart.  A  study  of  Carpenter's  Geographical  Readers  will  help  to  fix 
a  standard  of  judgment  for  this  type  of  children's  book,  Mr.  Carpenter 
selects  essentials;  he  keeps  close  to  the  life  and  activities  of  the  people  he 
describes,  and  he  shows  a  remarkable  knowledge  or  intuition  of  children's 
interests  in  placing  his  emphasis.  Most  books  of  travel  are  n-ritten  with  the 
evident  purpose  of  instruction  and  presuppose  too  many  interests.  They 
are  made  after  one  pattern:  A  family  of  children  with  an  abnormal  thirst 
for  knowledge  take  a  trip  with  some  older  person  who  hves  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  answer  questions.  Such  books  will  be  read  by  pupils  who 
already  have  a  live  interest  in  the  subject  presented  but  it  is  more  abundant 
life  and  not  mere  information  that  they  demand.  If  there  is  no  life  in  the 
book  it  must  be  supplied  from  the  outside  through  the  personality  of  the 
teacher.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  writer  rather  than  the  unusual  experience 
related  which  leads  the  boy  to  read  the  ponderous  volume  of  Nansen's 
"Farthest  North."  'The  same  is  true  of  Peary's  "Snow  Baby."  The  fact 
that  the  latter  is  about  a  child  has  very  little  influence  with  the  children. 
Then  there  is  the  author  of  travel  and  history  who  writes  with  more  power 
but  who  does  not  present  essentials.  He  fills  page  after  page  nith  accounts 
of  Indian  massacres  and  is  inclined  to  put  undue  emphasis  upon  child  life. 


M  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COHHISaONERS. 

He  introducea  Lief  Erioson,  a  Viking  among  VikingB,  ae  a  mere  babe.  The 
child  may  be  taught  custom  through  child  life;  he  may  be  given  idetu  of 
morality  through  child  life;  but  he  needs  men  and  women  with  primitivo 
minds  who  act  from  impulse  and  learn  to  reason  if  he  is  ever  to  realize  and 
imitate  the  heroic.  The  boy  deaires  to  act  rightly  in  the  present  but  the 
dreams  which  fashion  his  life  are  far  beyond.  Hia  first  ideal  is  a  man  of 
physical  courage.  We  wish  to  lead  him  to  a  man  of  moral  courage.  It 
is  here  that  the  folk  tales  and  mjrths  are  of  great  aid.  They  have  more  than 
the  so-called  cultural  value;  they  create  ideals  and  make  for  charact^. 
Id  the  simplest  form  of  folk  tale  the  prinoes  and  phnoessee  arc  child  like 
men  and  women.  They  are  good  and  therefore  beautiful.  They  do  right 
in  the  right  way  and  live  happily.  All  folk  tales  follow  a  common  law 
which  can  be  learned  from  reading  the  German  tales  by  the  Brothers  Grimm. 
The  stories  are  world  stories  and  no  author  should  be  apparent.  When  you 
find  personal  comments  and  reflections  such  as  "  He  held  her  in  his  arms, 
as  a  lover  should,"  you  may  be  sure  you  have  a  fiction  treatment.  In  the 
myths  the- hero  has  more  motive.  He  has  to  prepare  and  wait  for  manhood 
before  he  can  venture  out  to  slay  the  dragon  which  is  devastating  his  country. 
Interest  in  Perseus  begins  when  he  answers  Pallas  Athena.  "If  there  is  so 
foul  a  thing  in  the  world  it  were  a  noble  thing  to  kill  it."  Hawthorne  give. 
Perseus  very  little  motive,  and  makes  Pandora  and  f^maetheas  chilo&en, 
but  he  states  clearly  in  his  preface  to  the  Wonder  Book  that  he  only  aims 
to  present  moral  stories.  If  you  want  Greek  stories  which  inspire  hero 
worship  use  Charles  Kingsley's  versions.  He  uses  a  good  many  proper 
names  which  makes  him  £fficult  reading,  but  his  spirit  and  dramatic  style 
are  truly  childlike. 

The  heroes  of  the  Norse  myths  are  men  of  huge  axe  who  fight  at  great  odds 
and  endure  to  the  end.  In  general,  beware  of  too  simple  veruons.  The 
stories  have  a  vigorous  spirit  which  does  not  lend  itself  to  adaptation.  Any 
attempt  at  interpretation  limits  the  meaning  and  changes  the  atmosphere. 
We  find  phrases  like  the  following  in  some  of  our  best  versions:  "Just  as 
the  crowd  outside  the  awning  does  at  a  wedding,  nowadays."  "A  pudding 
with  plums  as  large  as  footballs." 

In  presenting  the  heroic  in  real  hfe  it  is  quite  possible  to  begin  with  child- 
hood and  lead  to  manhood.  Stoddard's  Boy  Lincoln  is  a  good  example 
in  recent  biography.  Through  the  life  of  the  bov  the  author  conveys  an  taea 
of  pioneer  life  which  prepares  the  reader  to  understand  the  subject,  but  the 
center  of  interest  is  tne  man,  of  conviction  and  action. 

Most  science  books  are  planned  for  reference  use  and  should  be  judged 
from  the  standpoint  of  reference  books.  Paine's  "Little  Garden  Calendar" 
illustrates  a  literary  treatment  of  nature  interest,  and  is  what  has  been 
termed  a  readable  book  of  information.  Nature  bcraks  as  a  claae  are  largely 
informational  through  pictorial  illustration  and  it  is  well  to  inchide  an  extra 
copy  of  such  books  as  Miss  Keeler's  Our  Native  Trees,  Dr.  Holland's  Butterfly 
Book  and  some  of  the  Doubleday  bird  books  for  picture  book  use.  Even 
little  children  should  have  some  adult  books  and  such  books  as  Brook's 
"True  Story  series"  in  biography  and  Parkman's  "Oregon  Trail,"  with  the 
Remington  drawings.  These  may  be  used  with  Palmer  Cox's  Brownie 
books,  Lear's  Nonsense  Stories,  L^Iie  Brook's  Picture  books  and  the  simple 
books  in  color  by  Caldecott,  Crane,  Kate  Greenaway  and  Boutet  de  Monvel. 

There  is  no  road  to  the  selection  of  fiction  but  actual  reading.  It  is  true 
that  there  are  a  number  of  books  which  have  become  classic  but  we  need 
to  read  them  again  and  again  to  keep  our  b^ias  of  judgment  in  selecting  the 
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(vdioary  book.  Wide  reading  and  experience  in  the  u«e  of  books  with 
children  brings  the  ability  to  see  relatioiu  among  booke  and  it  la  in  this 
direction  that  the  librarian  can  be  of  most  service  to  the  busy  teach^  who 
is  specializing  along  many  lines.  We  are  inclined  to  use  the  term  "stepping 
stone"  to  indicate  a  t}'pe  of  sensational  fiction  when  in  reality  all  books 
are  stepping  stones.  In  our  practical  work  we  ask  the  pupil:  "What  have 
you  read  that  you  liked?"  We  ask  ourselves:  "What  shall  I  give  him 
next?"  80  the  important  queetion  in  all  book  selection  is:  "What  is  the 
comparative  value  of  this  particular  book  and  what  does  it  tend  toward?" 
With  this  thought  in  mind  let  us  considw  a  few  books  of  fiction  which  may 
.  serve  as  types.  "Pelham  and  his  friend  Tim"  by  Allen  French  is  a  sensa- 
tional treatment  for  a  purpose.  It  is  a  story  of  a  strike  in  a  mill  town  which 
should  lead  boys  to  think  and  read  about  the  labor  problem.  Henty's 
books  are  not  always  true  to  fact  and  his  American  stories  are  not  true  in 
spirit,  but  Henty  in  moderation,  followed  up  by  teacher  or  librarian,  will 
create  an  interest  in  history  and  lead  to  more  serious  reading. 

Kipling's  "Captains  Courageous"  has  an  improbable,  if  not  impossible 
plot,  but  it  presents  a  picture  of  life  among  the  fishing  banks  of  New 
Foundland  which  will  remain  in  the  reader's  mind,  when  the  story  has  long 
been  forgotten. 

The  Jack  series  by  Grinneil  and  some  of  Munroe'a  stories  are  largely  in- 
formational and  arouse  interest  in  science  and  history.  On  the  other  hand 
the  Barbour  books  are  well  written  and  present  ideas  of  honor  in  athletics 
which  give  them  a  place  in  a  school  library;  but  so  far  as  I  can  see  they  do 
not  extend  the  student's  reading  in  any  definite  direction. 

The  standard  of  approval  for  girls'  books  is  necessarily  low.  Little  Women 
has  never  been  superseded  and  few  of  our  present  writers  approach  Miss 
Aloott  in  writing  thi»  type  of  story.  We  must  buy  a  number  of  every  day 
stories  for  girls  and  when  we  ask,  "what  does  each  lead  to,"  we  turn  away 
in  despair.  Certainly  few  of  them  lead  to  standard,  adult  fiction.  Th« 
stories  we  accept  for  the  most  part  present  every  day  girl  life  Mid  are  merely 
moral. 

George  Madden  Martin's  "Abbie  Ann"  is  a  good  book  of  this  type.  It  is 
a  school  story  of  more  than  usual  merit.  The  plot  is  slight  and  the  character- 
ization a  little  elaborate  for  giris,  but  it  is  interesting,  and  on  the  whole  has 
quite  a  little  literary  quality. 

Merrylips  by  Beulah  Maria  Dix,  is  a  recent  historical  story  which  will 
interest  girls  in  EngUeh  history.  A  little  daughter  of  a  Cavalier  ie  shut  up 
in  a  castle  with  Roundheads.  She  reaches  her  home  after  many  adventures 
and  decides  that  while  fighting  is  glorious,  to  be  "Father's  little  lass"  is 
better.  It  is  a  story  of  action  and  sentiment  and  should  be  popular.  In 
this  connection,  let  me  mention  Kipling's  "Puck  of  Pook's  hill"  for  both 
boys  and  girls.  It  is  an  unusual  book  but  one  which  few  children  will  read 
l^  themselves.  Puck  is  the  spirit  of  English  history  who  appears  to  two 
children  in  the  meadow  on  a  midsummer  eve.  He  can  think  for  centuries 
at  a  time  and  in  truly  fanciful  fashion,  tells  stories  of  how  England  was  born. 
The  stories  have  remw-kable  poetic  quality  and  each  is  introduced  by  a 
poem. 

There  are  certain  books  which  have  an  element  of  mysticism  in  them 
which  growing  girls  will  read  with  little  help.  I  refer  to  Mrs.  Ewing's  stories, 
George  McDonald's  "  At  the  back  of  the  north  wind  "  and  some  of  Andersen's 
stories  and  tales.  There  are  othera  of  this  type.  They  have  a  note  which 
cannot  be  analyzed  but  whieh  can  be  conveyed  through  manner,  in  oral 
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preseDtation.  Girls  will  not  read  theiu  in  any  coOBider&ble  number,  but 
they  may  be  eupplemented  by  stories  from  Chaucer,  Spenser,  The  Ballads, 
the  legends  of  Arthur,  of  Charlemagne,  and  other  pure  romance.  These 
lead  to  poetry  and  fine  and  delicate  fiction,  such  as  Dr.  Brown's  Rab  and 
his  friends,  Mrs,  Caskell's  Cranford  or  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Wakefield. 

In  selecting  books  of  poetry  the  rule  is  to  buy  collections  rather  than 
individual  authors.  This  does  not  mean  that  Pupils  are  not  to  make  their 
own  selection  from  such  poets  as  Longfellow,  Wbittier,  and  Tennyson  but 
that  one  good  collecUon  often  contains  the  best  from  a  number  of  writers 
of  medium  worth.  The  Posy  Ring  and  Golden  Numbers  by  Mrs.  Wiggin 
and  Nora  Smith  serve  to  illustrate  my  idea  of  a  good  collection.  They 
contain  narrative  poems,  lyrics,  nature  poetry  which  is  rich  in  imagery  and 
few  reflective  poems.  The  selection  seems  to  have  been  made  from  the 
standpoint  of  idea  embodied  and  beauty  of  embodiment  rather  than  of 
author. 

Collections  of  prose  as  a  rule  are  poor  and  expensive  and  have  no  place 
in  a  school  library  where  teachers  have  the  opportunity  to  interest  children 
in  original  sources.  Volume  after  volume  appears  in  the  same  binding 
and  no  story  has  the  individuality  it  has  in  its  original  setting.  Books  in 
uniform  edition  have  no  character  and  the  sight  of  them  carries  no  association. 

As  soon  as  our  library  is  selected  come  questions  of  its  use.  The  value 
of  a  school  library  to  pupils  depends  very  largely  upon  its  administration. 
Good  toots  avail  little  in  the  hands  of  ^  poor  workman.  The  assistant  in 
charge  should  be  both  librarian  and  teacher;  one  who  knows  the  world  of 
books  and  the  school  world.  Since  the  use  of  a  school  library  is  necessarily 
crowded  into  a  few  hours  each  day,  the  machinery  of  administration  should 
be  kept  in  order  and  well  oiled.  There  should  be  some,  one,  logical  arrange- 
ment of  books  which  the  teachers  should  understand  and  help  the  students 
to  understand.  It  is  usually  better  to  follow  the  Dewey  system  since  it 
has  been  generaUy  adopted  by  public  libraries.  A  shelf  list  makes  a  good 
catalog,  is  useful  in  taking  inventory  and  ia  easily  kept  up.  A  complete 
catalog  by  author,  title  and  subject  is  desirable  if  time  and  funds  will  permit. 
The  books  should  be  kept  in  good  repair.  The  library  room  should  conv^ 
the  atmosphere  which  invites  to  study  but  allows  leisurely  reading  and 
browsing  for  pleasure.  The  distinction  between  the  use  of  books  of  informa- 
tion and  books  of  imaginative  literature  should  be  kept  clearly  in  mind  in 
the  administration  of  the  library  and  in  the  presentation  of  particular  books 
in  the  school  room.  Each  class  of  books  has  its  purpose  and  use.  Pegasus 
as  a  pack  horse  is  a  common  and  pitiful  sight  and  more  crimes  have  been 
committed  in  the  name  of  Robinson  Crusoe  than  the  world  knows  of.  True 
correlation  of  literature  Is  an  art  rather  than  a  science  and  is  diflicult  to 
direct.  My  opinion,  formed  from  observation,  is  that  beat  results  are  obtained 
when  the  grade  teacher  is  allowed  to  make  her  own  choice  from  a  number 
of  titles  selected  by  the  supervisor.  The  teacher  must  know  her  book  and 
feel  its  life  giving  power  if  she  is  to  transmit  it  to  other  lives.  The  influence 
of  personality  subtle  and  deep  lies  at  the  heart  of  all  our  teaching.  Books 
are  dead  things  to  the  little  child  until  mother  or  teacher  through  song  or 
story  relates  them  to  life.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  this  thought  that  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  expresses  the  wish — 

"That  every  child  who  hsts  my  rhyme 
In  the  bright,  fireside,  nursery  clime 

May  hear  it  in  as  kind  a  voice  ,-.  . 

As  made  my  childish  days  rejoice."L„  izHd^yCiOOQlC 
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''  Story  telling  and  oral  reading  have  proved  the  most  practical  means  of 
directing  students'  reading  and  have  largely  takea  the  place  of  talks  about 
books  and  authors  in  all  the  grades.  I  have  suggested  methods  of  use  in 
connection  with  selection.  There  are  three  points  which  I  wish  to  emphasize 
under  oral  presentation.  First,  That  there  are  some  books  which  need  to 
be  read  aloud  to  convey  their  spirit.  The  humor  of  Lear's  Nonsense  rhymes, 
Kipling's  Just  So  stories  and  Harris's  Uncle  Remus  turn  on  a  play  of  words. 
The  same  is  true  in  part  of  Alice  in  Wonderland.  Fancy  the  slow  reader 
sitting  alone  in  the  corner  with  "The  Walrus  and  the  Carpenter!"  He  sees 
no  pictures.  It  is  no  wonder  that  he  turns  to  Buster  Brown  and  finds  him 
interesting.  Tennyson's  "Sweet  and  Low"  makes  its  appeal  to  the  emotions 
through  the  ear  and  this  appeal  is  lost  when  the  child  has  to  work  it  out  for 
himself.  He  may  master  the  words  and  come  to  like  it  but  it  will  mean 
more  to  him  if  it  first  reaches  his  ear  as  art.     We  are  apt  to  think  that  our 

Eupila  read  too  much  fiction  but  when  we  stop  to  consider  the  matter  we 
now  why  the  child  who  has  not  been  led  to  poetry,  drama  and  the  essay 
through  oral  presentation  confines  his  reading  to  books  of  plot  and  action. 
My  second  point  is  that  the  selection  made  to  lead  pupib  to  read  a  book 
for  themselves  shall  represent  the  book  as  a  whole.  To  illustrate:  It  is 
possible  to  interest  children  in  George  and  Maggie  Tulliver  before  they  are 
ready  to  enjoy  "The  Mill  on  the  Floss." 

Lastly,  oral  work  in  story  telUng  when  intended  to  direct  reading  should 
be  planned  with  a  clear  and  de&iite  ides  of  sequence.  The  story  hour 
outlines  in  Greek  and  Norse  mythology,  Shakespeare  and  the  Ballads  which 
have  been  published  in  the  Kttsburg  Library  Bulletin  are  very  suggestive 
and  can  easily  be  adapted  to  different  conditions.  Other  Ubraries  have 
outUnes  which  are  available.  A  series  of  historical  stories  from  Parkman 
should  appeal  to  Michigan  children  and  have  a  far  reaching  influence. 
Practical  work  in  any  direction  will  open  up  new  sources. 

Teachers  will  find  Sara  Cone  Bryant's  "How  to  tell  stories  to  children" 
a  help  in  method  and  suggestive  as  t«  lines  of  work. 

Effie  L.  Power, 
Public  library,  Cleveland. 
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The  Use  of  ive  Librart. 
reab  by  w.  h.  french  in  !«£  hlofl  school  section  at  caluubt  and 

SAGINAW. 

The  fouoders  of  our  state  apineciated  the  value  of  good  reading  by  pro- 
vidiog  in  the  state  cooatitution  that  tlw  proeeeds  htitu  aH  penal  fines  should 
be  distributed  among  the  aeveral  cities  and  townships  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
tuning  lilvwieB.  Under  this  otmstitutional  provision  the  legislature  has 
provicted  for  at  least  one  library  in  every  township,  the  said  Ubrary  to  be 
the  property  of  Ae  people  sod  open  for  pubhc  use.  Provision  has  also 
been  made  for  the  establishioeQt  of  school  district  libraries  and  in  this  way 
money  has  been  set  apart  for  the  special  purpose  of  providing  a  good  working 
refwence  library  for  every  high  school. 

The  people  of  our  state  are  just  begianiog  to  value  their  great  State  Library 
and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  State  Libruian,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Spencer  fw  her  indefatigable  labors  in  behalf  of  public  libraries.  A  system 
of  circulating  libraries  has  been  established  and  made  available  tor  school 
districts,  granges,  farmers'  clubs  and  other  <»'gaaiaations.  Thus  placing 
within  their  reach  at  a  minimum  cost  the  best  of  the  worid's  literature. 
These  libraries  may  be  called  the  traveling  library  as  they  travel  from 
community  to  community  and  they  have  become  real  educational  forces. 

The  work  of  the  public  school  is  to  provide  training  for  every  boy  andevery 
girl  so  tiiat  we  shall  have  a  citizenship  of  the  highest  possible  charact^*. 
Less  than  ten  per  cent  of  our  young  people  are  able  to  attend  college  and  not 
over  twenty  per  cent  even  graduate  from  the  college.  Statistics  show  us 
that  at  leaat  fifty  per  cent  of  the  children  who  enter  the  public  school  are 
lost  to  its  influences  eStor  the  si;rth  grade,  and  the  great  educational  problem 
of  today  is  how  to  reach  and  educate  this  large  percentage  of  our  young  people 
who  go  out  into  the  world  without  adequate  preparation  for  life's  ^tiies. 
I  submit  that  the  only  possible  way  by  which  they  can  be  made  available 
for  the  world's  work  is  through  the  proper  use  of  books.  They  have  learned 
to  read  and  thus  possess  the  key  to  the  world's  knowledge  and  the  world's 
knowledge  is  made  available  by  the  library.  In  books  we  find  theories,  facts, 
conclusions,  and  judgments.  These  are  valuable  and  if  our  school  districts 
and  townships  will  provide  trained  librarians  who  can  select  wisely  the 
reading  material  for  the  people  of  the  community  we  shall  have  a  real  working 
educational  force  that  shall  ultimately  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
public  school  lift  the  great  body  of  our  people  up  to  the  proper  plane  of  citizen- 
ship. 

In  books  we  meet  the  wisest  and  greatest  of  men  and  women.  No  one 
questions  the  power  of  an  iodlvidual  life.  Character  as  developed  in  certain 
men  and  women  stands  out  as  a  beacon  light  to  guide  those  who  are  less 
fortunate  in  the  world  over  toward  a  haven  of  knowledge  and  safety.  If 
individual  lives  are  a  power  in  the  world's  history  what  can  we  say  of  books. 
It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the  reading  of  bad  literature  has 
destroyed  mentally  and  morally  thousands  of  our  young  people.  On  the 
other  hand  the  use  of  good  books  has  lifted  thousands  up  into  an  atmosphere 
of  purity  and  nobility.     The  work  of  the  trained  librarian.  In  a  large  measure. 
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is  to  prevent  the  use  of  bad  literature  and  to  stimulate  the  study  of  good 
literature. 

The  BuperiDtendents  of  schools  and  teachers  of  public  schools  have  s 
great  duty  to  perform  in  connection  with  the  school  library  as  their  judgment 
is  practically  nnal  in  the  selection  of  books.  The  school  library  should  contain 
stories,  histories,  biographies,  travels,  and  what  may  be  called  classical 
literature.  The  library  should  also  contain  standard  works  on  art,  science, 
mathematics,  agriculture,  mining,  engineering,  forestry,  civics  and  economies. 
No  high  school  library,  m  my  judgment,  is  worthy  of  the  n^ne  unless  these 
books  are  found  on  its  shelves. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  teachers  to  teach  the  academic  subjects  of  the  school 
curriculum,  but  their  greatest  work,  in  my  judgment,  Kes  along  other  lines. 
First,  the  life  they  live  before  the  students  and  the  inspiration  and  enthusiasm 
they  bring  to  the  work  will  practically  shape  the  results  obtained  from 
academic  teaching.  Second,  in  directing  the  reading  of  the  students  they 
perform  a  service  no  less  important. 

The  chief  criticism  to  be  made  upon  the  library  work  in  high  schools  today 
is  that  under  the  departmental  system,  each  teacher  being  a  specialist,  too 
much  outside  work  is  required.  The  teacher  of  literature  gives  her  references 
for  reading  as  if.  that  were  the  only  subject  taught  in  the  high  school.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  teacher  of  rhetoric,-  of  science  and  of  mathematics.  I 
know  of  one  instance  where  the  teachers  met  and  compared  notes  as  to  the 
amount  of  supplementary  work  they  were  requiring  and  to  their  surprise 
they  found  that  the  sum  of  the  number  of  hours  of  outside  reading  required 
each  day  was  eighteen.  If  that  were  done  by  the  students  they  would  have 
only  six  hours  in  which  to  go  to  school,  have  their  recreation,  and  sleep. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  high  school  teachers  should  be  required  to  compare 
notes  frequently  as  to  the  reference  work  required  so  that  there  may  be  a 
proper  balance  mwntained  between  the  several  departments.  We  often 
find  that  a  student  is  given  a  subject  for  an  essay.  The  subject  would  re- 
quire reading,  research  and  thought  and  yet  he  is  expected  to  hand  in  his 
essay  on  the  following  day.  The  result  is  that  the  teachers  are  responsible 
for  training  up  a  set  of  literary  thieves.  These  poor  students  are  not  given 
time  to  read  properly,  digest  the  material,  evolve  their  own  thoughts  and 
produce  an  article  which  measures  up  to  the  limit  of  their  intellectual  and 
literary  ability.  I  submit  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  have  no  outside 
work  done  at  all  rather  than  have  it  done  in  such  a  manner.  The  high  school 
library  is  established  for  careful  use  to  produce  thought,  to  develop  character, 
and  therefore,  those  in  charge  of  it  should  recognize  this  fact  and  direct  its 
use  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  good  sense  and  good  judgment. 

The  use  of  the  high  school  library  should  produce  the  reading  habit,  and 
a  habit  attached  to  good  material  is  therefore  a  good  habit.  -The  purposes 
for  which  high  school  libraries  are  established  are  three:  First,  to  secure 
information;  second,  to  produce  mental  action;  third,  to  demand  moral 
action.  The  reading  of  the  high  school  should  touch  the  community  life, 
should  stimulate  to  activity,  should  purify  and  ennoble  the  indi^ndual,  and 
produce  in  our  young  men  and  women  the  masterful  spirit. 
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'  THE  CARE  OF  BOOKS. 

Our  library  schools  give  too  little  attentioQ  to  tbe  can,  protectioo  and 
preservation  of  books.  Librarians  ^ould  be  not  n^rely  custodiana  of 
hooka,  but  lovers  of  them,  and  constantly  watchful  with  regard  to  their 
safety  and  condition. 

The  proverbial  "ounce  of  prevention"  iB  especially  applicable  to  the  eve 
of  books,  and  a  stitch  in  time  saves  many  times  nine, 

Our  iirst  duty  to  a  book  that  comes  into  the  library  is  to  see  that  it  m 
jjroperly  pr^wred  for  the  shelves.  This  includes  not  only  the  mechanical 
processes  of  opening,  cutting,  stamping  and  labeUng,  but  also  the  technical 
operations  of  accessioning,  classifying  and  catalq^ng.  It  is  with  the  mechan- 
ical preparation  of  books,  and  their  care,  protection  and  repair  that  we  shall 
now  concern  ourselves. 

New  books  should  first  be  examined  for  imperfections.  Guard  against 
missing  signatures  and  check  off  all  maps  and  plates  called  for  by  the  table 
of  contents.  Since  imperfect  copies  may  always  be  returned  to  the  publishers, 
even  after  marks  of  ownership  nave  been  added,  it  is  not  necessary  to  collate 
any  but  the  most  valuable  books. 

Careful  opening  of  a  new  book  aiQ  prolong  its  usefulness.  To  open  a 
book,  hold  the  book  with  its  back  on  a  smooth  surface,  let  the  covers  down, 
holding  the  leaves  in  one  hand  while  ypu  open  a  few  leaves  at  the  back, 
then  at  the  front,  and  so  on,  gently  pressing  open  the  sections  until  you 
reach  the  center  of  the  volume.  A  very  stiff  book  should  have  this  procesa 
repeated  several  times.  If  the  volume  is  opened  violently  or  carelessly 
in  any  one  place,  the  back  is  apt  to  be  brok^i,  and  early  rebinmng  will  become 
necessary. 

Every  new  book  or  magazine  added  to  the  library,  if  uncut,  should  be 
carefully  cut  with  a  paper-knife  before  being  given  to  &  reader.  If  you 
nc^ect  this,  you  may  find  torn  and  ragged  edges,  made  by  people  who  are 
barbarous  enough  to  tear  open  the  leavas  with  their  fingers,  in  the  absence 
of  a  more  convenient  instrument.  A  flat  bone  or  ivory  paper  knife,  having 
a  blunt  point  ^ould  be  used.  A  diarp  knife  or  metal  cutter  is  likely  to  cut 
into  the  margins  and  damage  the  book.  Hdd  the  kniCe  nearly  parallel 
to  the  fold  to  be  cut.  and  be  sure  that  it  cuts  to  the  very  back  edge  of  the  top 
fold  of  the  signatures. 

The  mark  of  ownership  may  be  a  perforating,  embossing  or  rubber  stamp. 
The  perforating  stamp  is  the  best,  but  most  expensive;  the  embossing  stamp 
is  satisfactory  and  inexpensive;  the  rubber  stamp  is  cheapest,  easiest  to  use, 
and  satisfactory  if  properly  made.  It  should  be  small  and  neat,  bearing 
the  official  name  of  the  library,  place  and  state.  The  type  used  should 
be  plain  and  business  like.  Stamp  the  verso  of  the  title  page,  the  las*  page 
and  one  other  page  selected  for  that  purpose  as  an  aid  in  identifying  lost  or 
stolen  books.  Important  plates  and  illustrations,  if  unpaged,  should  be 
stamped,  care  being  taken  not  to  mar  the  illustration.  Always  stamp  straight 
across  the  page. 

If  a  book  plate  is  used  it  should  be  of  convenient  size  to  go  into  both  large 
and  small  books.  It  should  be  printed  in  clear,  not  ornamental,  type, 
with  the  name  of  the  library,  and  space  for  the  name  of  donors  of  books,  and 
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call  aumber  if  desired.  Paste  the  book  plate  neatly  and  smoothly  in  the 
center  of  the  inside  of  the  front  cover. 

The  book  pocket  should  be  folded  over  a  book  card,  then  pasted  on  the 
inside  of  the  back  cover  near  the  center.  If  a  date  slip  is  used,  It  should  be 
tipped  in  on  the  fly-leaf  opposite  the  book  pocket. 

Select  Denniaon's  plain  white  gummed  labels  for  the  outside  of  the  books, 
using  the  round  ones  for  fiction.  Paste  them  at  a  uniform  distance  from 
the  bottom  of  the  book,  say  one  inch,  if  this  can  be  done  without  covering 
essential  parts  of  the  lettering.  For  the  very  thin  books,  it  is  necessary 
to  paste  the  labels  on  the  side,  instead  of  on  the  back.  Labels  stick  better 
if  the  place  where  they  are  to  be  pasted  is  moistened  with  a  solution  of 
anmionia  and  water  to  remove  the  varnish.  Cut  a  hole  the  size  of  the  label 
in  a  piece  of  celluloid  and  use  as  a  marker.  After  the  call  number  has  been 
written  in  plain  figures  with  India  ink  on  the  labels,  varnish  them  with  a 
thin  solution  of  shellac  in  alcohol.  This  keeps  them  clean  and  legible  and 
makes  them  stick  better.  Remove  old  labels  by  soaking  pieces  of  blotting 
paper  the  exact  size  of  the  labels  in  water  and  pressing  them  firmly  upon 
the  old  labels,  removing  after  ten  minutes,  when  the  label  will  come  off 
with  the  blotter.  If  the  labels  have  been  varnished,  apply  ammonia  before 
using  the  blotting  paper.  Children's  books  and  others  in  light  covers  may 
be  varnished  the  same  as  labels,  making  it  possible  to  wash  them  when 
soiled. 

Dr.  Spofford  in  his  "  Book  for  all  readers  "  tells  us  that  "the  books  in  every 
library  are  beset  by  dangers  and  enemies.  Some  of  these  are  open  and 
palp^le,  others  are  secret,  illusive,  little  suspected  and  come  unlooked  for 
and  without  warning.  Some  of  these  enemies  are  impersonal  and  immaterial, 
but  none  the  less  deadly;  others  are  personally  human  in  form  but  most 
inhuman  in  their  careless  and  brutal  treatment  of  books." 

How  may  the  librarian  forestall  and  prevent  these  enemies?  Of  the 
inanimate  enemies  of  books,  the  worst  perhaps  is  dust.  For  this  reason 
libraries  should  not  be  built  close  to  the  street,  carpets  and  rugs  should  not 
be  used  on  the  floors,  and  sweeping  should  be  carefully  done.  Cork  carpet 
or  similar  floor  covering  is  recommended,  because  it  is  easy  to  keep  clean  as 
well  as  noiseless.  Careful  dusting  should  be  insisted  upon  each  day,  and 
at  intervals  there  should  be  a  thorough  library  housecleaning.  The  books 
must  then  be  taken  from  the  shelves,  shaken  thoroughly  and  wiped  with  a 
soft  cloth,  the  shelves  being  washed  at  the  same  time.  This  process  need 
not  be  done  at  a  stated  time,  but  might  extend  throughout  the  year,  a  few 
shelves  being  done  each  week— ^a  progressive  shelf  cleaning  as  it  were. 

Coal  smoke  is  another  enemy,  the  effects  of  which  are  seen  in  the  black 
deposit  covering  books  in  libraries  where  soft  coal  is  used. 

Nothing  is  more  injurious  to  books  than  dampness.  It  softens  the  glue 
or  paste,  the  leather  becomes  mildewed,  and  the  leaves  decay.  Do  not  place 
books  in  a  damp  basement  or  near  outside  walls. 

Another  enemy  is  heat.  If  books  are  kept  in  a  high  temperature,  their 
covers  warp,  the  paper  is  injured,  the  leather  becomes  dry,  and  cracks  or 
crumbles.  Keep  your  library  well  ventilated  and  at  a  temperature  of  about 
sevraity  duress  if  you  wish  to  preserve  your  books.  The  heat  and  exhala- 
tions from  gas  burners  are  also  harmful.  Electric  fights  should  be  used 
whenever  possible. 

Fire  may  be  reckoned  the  most  deadly  enemy  of  books,  since  it  often 
totally  destroys  them.  The  best  saf^uard  against  this  danger  is  fire  proof 
building  construction.  ,    .,.,.,1., 
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Insects  and  vermin  conatitute  another  danger.  The  worst  of  these  are 
book  worms,  cockroaches  and  mice.  Book  worms,  which  are  not  worms 
at  all,  but  insects,  are  very  rare  in  American  libraries.  The  cockroach  eats 
the  bindings  to  get  at  the  paste,  while  the  Croton  bug  confines  its  ravages 
to  the  outside  of  cloth  books,  never  troubling  the  leaves.  Mice  are  fond 
of  paste  and  will  gnaw  fresh  bindings  to  get  at  this  food.  Some  good  insect 
powder  and  a  few  mouse  traps  or  a  library  cat  will  destroy  these  enemies. 

The  active  human  enemies  of  books  are  usually  the  people  who  patronize 
the  library.  One  of  the  worst  offences  and  the  hardest  to  detect  is  the 
mutilation  of  books.  Plates  and  maps  or  whole  pages  will  be  torn  from 
books  and  articles  cut  from  newspapers  and  magazines  to  save  the  trouble 
of  copying.  A  posted  notice  warning  readers  that  mutilation  of  books  is 
a  peofu  oRence  will  prevent  much  of  this.  If  no  such  law  exists,  see  that 
one  is  made.  Encourage  readers  to  feel  a  personal  interest  in  the  cleanlineea 
and  preservation  of  the  books,  because  the  public  hbrary  belongs  to  one 
member  of  the  community  as  much  as  to  another. 

\ever  allow  one  book  to  be  piled  upon  another  while  open.  Forbid  the 
careless  use  of  ink,  and  prohibit  writing  upon  the  margins  of  books.  Provide 
narrow  slips  of  soft  paper  as  markers  that  readers  may  have  no  excuse  for 
turning  down  the  leaves  to  keep  the  place.  Nothing  thicker  than  a  sheet 
of  paper  should  be  put  between  the  leaves  of  a  book.  Do  not  permit  a  book 
to  be  turned  down  on  its  face.    It  we^eus  the  book  and  soils  the  leaves. 

Insist  as  far  as  possible  upon  clean  hands,  especially  among  children. 
Provide  plenty  of  water,  soap  and  towels  as  a  sef^uard.  It  is  said  that 
Fouquet,  a  learned  book  collector  of  France,  allowed  no  visitor  to  enter 
his  library  until  he  had  put  on  a  p^r  of  white  gloves  which  were  kept  in  an 
anteroom  for  that  purpose. 

I>o  not  let  books  fall  or  pull  them  from  the  shelves  by  their  headbands. 
Many  torn  or  broken  bindings  are  caused  by  such  carelessness. 

Books  of  moderate  size  should  stand  upon  the  shelves  and  lai^e  books 
may  be  laid  upon  their  sides,  that  the  weight  of  the  leaves  may  not  loosen 
the  bindings.  Never  permit  books  to  sag  or  lean  over  on  the  shelves,  but 
keep  them  upright  by  a  support  at  one  end  if  they  do  not  fill  the  shelf.  Do 
not  crowd  the  books  on  a  shelf,  or  put  them  mto  a  shelf  too  short  or  too 
small  for  them. 

The  question  of  restoring  books  which  have  been  lost  or  injured  is  an 
important  one,  since  it  means  either  waste  or  economy  for  a  hbrary.  A 
librarian  should  husband  every  dollar  that  can  be  saved  and  keep  the  books 
in  such  condition  that  they  will  not  need  frequent  rebinding.  A  few  hours 
spent  in  a  good  bindery  learning  how  a  book  is  put  together  will  aid  in  deciding 
questions  of  repair.  Stormy  days  may  be  utilized  in  mending  damaged 
books,  and  odd  moments  of  leisure  used  in  replacing  worn  labek,  mending 
torn  leaves,  or  fastening  loose  plates.  Gaylord  Brothers  of  Syracuse,  New 
York,  furnish  mending  materials  at  reasonable  rates. 

When  a  book  looks  dilapidated,  ask  the  following  questions.  Is  it  worth 
repairing?  Should  it  be  covered?  Should  it  be  rebound?  Should  it  be 
discarded?  Repair  books  the  minute  they  need  it,  but  do  not  attempt 
anything  but  slight  repairs  in  books  which  are  worth  rebinding.  "Mend 
sparingly;  rebind  early.  Parsimony  in  rebinding  is  a  library  thief,"  says 
Mr.  Dana. 

If  a  machine  bound  book  has  a  broken  back  or  its  cover  is  beginning  to 
part  from  the  back,  it  is  economy  to  send  it  to  the  binder  at  once.     Judgment 
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should  be  used  in  deciding  whether  a  book  ie  worth  reblnding.    It  is  Bome- 
timea  cheaper  to  replace  it  with  a  new  book  or  discard  it  entirely. 

Pamphleta  may  be  preserved  in  manilla  envelopes  or  loosely  classified 
in  pamphlet  boxes.  Those  of  special  value  may  be  bound,  or  quicldy  adjusted 
in  Gaylord  binders.  This  whole  question  may  be  summed  up  in  one  general 
statement.  Common  sense  and  good  housekeeping  methods  are  as  important 
qualifications  of  a  good  librarian  aa  mere  "book  learning." 

The  true  book  lover  respects  his  books  and  will  not  have  them  desecrated. 
He  hkes  to  see  them  well  dressed,  carefully  handled,  and  preserved  to  a  good 
old  age,  and  he  knot's  that  this  desire  can  be  attained  only  by  eternal  vigilance 
and  loving  care.  His  attitude  may  be  expressed  in  the  following  sentiment, 
found  on  a  private  book  plate: 

"Treat  me  kindly  for  I  have  a  eoul; 
Return  me  shortly,  for  I  have  a  lover." 

M.  AucG  Maithewb, 
Geoi^e  Washington  University  Lilvary, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  David  E.  Hbinbsian,  Detroit. 

President. 
3Ir.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  LanBing. 
Me.  Hbnby  Nelson  Ix)uDj  Au  Sable. 
Mr.  Fbe!dsbick  J.  Baldwin,  Coral. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Spbncbr.  Lansing. 

Secretary. 


LETTER  OP  TRANSMITTAL. 

January  2,  1910. 
Hon.  Fred  M.  Warnbb, 

Governor  of  Michigan: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  tenth  annual  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1909. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  E.  Hbindhan, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

While  no  nevr  plans  bave  been  formulated  during  tfae  past  year  bj 
the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  the  work  already  established 
has  been  continued  most  successfully.  The  coimty  commissioners  of 
schools  have  shown  great  interest  in  the  betterment  of  the  school 
libraries.  The  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  have  been  active 
through  their  Library  Committee.  A  growing  interest  is  manifested  in 
library  extension,  the  selection  of  books  and  the  more  intelligent  nianage- 
ment  of  school  libraries. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  worked  in  connection  with  the  county  commissioners, 
and  has  done  a  most  conscientious  and  active  work  in  the  county  in- 
stitutes, county  normal  schools  and  granges,  to  whom  he  has  presented 
the  various  methods  through  which  the  State  Library  and  the  Commis- 
sion are  helping  the  people  of  the  state.  From  September  15  to  January 
1,  Mr.  Bailey  has  attended  58  meetings  and  traveled  4,657  mites.  A 
detailed  statement  of  his  work  appears  in  this  report. 

The  library  section  of  the  State  Teachers'  Aaaociation,  held  in  Saginaw, 
October  29,  was  well  attended  and  much  interest  was  shown  by  the 
audience  composed  hirgely  of  teachers.  The  address  of  Miss  Edna 
Lyman,  of  Chicago,  was  particularly  instructive. 

Teachers'  classes  in  library  economics  were  conducted  in  the  normal 
schools  at  Marquette,  Mount  Pleasant  and  Kalamazoo.  The  work  will 
be  continued  the  coming  summer. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  AJina  A.  Palma-,  chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  shows  the  appreciation 
of  library  extension  by  the  women  of  the  state. 

It  is  a  matter  of  r^ret  that  there  was  uot  a  more  general  response  to 
the  request  for  library  statistics  from  the  counties  of  the  state,  only 
eighteen  counties  returned  the  blanks  which  were  sent  to  them  by  the 
connty  commissioners  of  schools. 

MARY  C.  SPENCER, 

Secretary. 
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LIBRABY  NOTES. 

The  uineteenth  annual  sesBion  of  the  Michigan  Library  AeBOciation 
was  held  in  t^aginaw,  October  0  and  7,  at  the  Hoyt  Library.  Mr,  James 
B.  Peter,  of  Saginaw,  made  the  opening  address,  which  was  responded 
to  by  Mr.  H.  51.  Utley,  of  Detroit,  The  reports  of  the  officers  showed 
the  association  to  be  in  a  Batisfactory  condition.  The  following  officers 
were  elected:  Miss  Nina  K.  Preston,,  librarian  Hall-Fowler  Memorial 
Library,  Ionia,  president;  Miss  Harriet  Ames,  Hoyt  Library,  Saginaw, 
vice-president ;  Miss  M.  Louise  Hunt,  public  lihrai^,  Lansing,  treasurer. 


According  to  the  bulletin  for  1908  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Education,  giving  statistics  of  the  public,  society  and  school  libraries 
of  the  United  States  having  5.000  volumes  and  over,  in  Michigan,  the 
Detroit  librarj'  heads  the  liMt  with  726,183,  the  Grand  Rapids  librarv  is 
second,  with  307,448;  the  Calumet  library  was  third,  with  125.184  ;*the 
Jackson  library  was  next,  with  83,622;  Kalamazoo  was  fifth  with  80,475; 
Muskegon  was  next,  with  65.002;  Adrian  was  seventh,  with  63,710, 
Ishpeming's  circulation  was  56,556.  with  11,806  volumes.  The  circula- 
tion for  the  year  ending  the  first  of  last  May  was  64,757. 

There  were  only  2.298  libraries  in  the  United  States  reporting  5,000 
volumes  and  over  in  1908,  In  the  table  of  statistics,  the  name  and  loca- 
tion of  each  library,  name  of  librarian,  number  of  volumes,  classification, 
circulation  statistics,  receipts  .ind  expenditures,  including  cost  of  build- 
ings, etc.,  are  given.  Tlie  table  also  shows  the  source  of  income  and 
the  amount  received  from  each  source,  the  purposes  of  expenditures  and 
the  amount  exi>ended. 

The  officers  of  the  bureau  report  that  the  statistics  were  secured  only 
after  three  inquiries.  Many  of  the  librarians  were  slow  in  furnishing  the 
data,  and  others  did  not  seem  inclined  to  give  them.  The  data  concern- 
ing the  salaries  of  labor  and  employes,  also  certain  collections  in  con- 
nection with  libraries,  were  so  incomplete  that  the  bureau  was  unable 
to  summarize  tbem. 


The  total  of  Andrew  Carnegie's  library  gifts  to  date  is  115,965,903.  ' 
Michigan  has  40  of  these  libraries,  costing  |l,471,7O0  as  follows:  Adrian, 
Albion,  Ann  Arbor,  Belding,  Benton  Harbor,  Birmingham.  Cadillac, 
Charlevoix,  Charlotte,  Cheboygan,  Detroit,  Dowagiac,  Eaton  Rapids, 
Escanaba.  Flint,  Grand  Haven.  Houghton,  Howell,  Hudson,  Iron  Moun- 
tain, Ironwood,  Isbpeming.  Jaclison,  LaGrange  township,  Cassopolis, 
Lansing,  Ludington.  Manistee,  Mendon.  Morenci,  Mount  Clemens,  Niles, 
Petoskey.  Port  Huron,  Portland,  St.  Joseph,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  South 
Haven,  Sturgis,  Tecumseh,  Three  Rivers,  Traverse  City.  |^    ,.,_,     CiOOQlC 
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Eaton  Rapids. 

By  vote  of  tbe  library  board  the  old  Vau^au  House  site  at  Main  and 
Eoight  streete  has  been  selected  as  the  site  on  wbidi  to  build  the  new 
110,000  Carnegie  library.    The  location  ie  one  of  tbe  best  in  the  city. 


REPORTS  OF  LIBRARIANS. 

ADRIAN  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
MARGARET  P,   JBWBLL,  LIBRARIAN. 

February,  1909,  the  library  moved  into  its  new  Came^fie  building, 
which  cost  about  fSS.OOO  including  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  of  |27,500.  Aside 
from  the  usual  ten  per  cent  the  library  income  is  augmented  by  the 
Amos  Baker  endowment  of  fS.OOO  and  the  school  tax.  The  library  is 
classified  by  the  Dewey  system,  has  open  shelves  and  a  dictionary  cata- 
logue. Five  hundred  and  ninety-two  books  were  added  during  the  year, 
making  a  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  of  20,056. 


ANN  ARBOR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

NELLIE  8.  LOVING,  LIBRARIAN. 

The  .\nn  Arbor  Public  Library  moved  into  its  new  home,  the  gift  of 
the  generous  donor  of  library  buildings,  Mr.  Andrew  Cam^e,  on  May 
1.  1907.  The  first  year  was  devoted  especially  to  putting  the  machinery 
of  administration  into  the  best  possible  condition,  which  included  a  new 
charging  and  registration  system,  and  the  banning  of  a  new  card  cata- 
log of  the  books  for  adults.  With  the  opening  of  the  second  school  year 
we  had  the  valuable  addition  to  the  staff  of  a  trained  librarian  for  the 
children's  department,  who  visited  all  the  schools  giving  short  talks  in 
many  of  the  rooms,  and  evinced  a  sincere  desire  to  interest  and  aid 
every  child  whom  ^e  could  reach.  A  story  teller  tells  stories  to  the 
chiidren  every  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  children's  department.  The 
teachers  of  the  wards  were  invited  by  grades  to  the  library  and  enter- 
tained by  the  librarian,  so  they  might  meet  all  the  staff  and  realize  that 
they  have  a  library  and  helpers  in  it  who  are  interested  and  ready  at 
any  call.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the  building  the  first  year  was 
67,694;  the  second  year  (closing  Mav  31.  1909)  was  77,497;  circulation 
of  books  and  magazines  was  32,037 "in  1907-08;  37,103  in  1908-00,  of 
which  numbers  6,151  ( 190708)  and  10,859  (1908-09)  were  given  out  from 
thd  children's  department.  A  homo  library  club  was  organized  by  the 
children's  department  in  a  part  of  the  city  distant  from  the  Gamete 
building,  and  was  conducted  three  or  four  months  by  the  lady  who 
offered  her  home  and  services  in  the  good  cause,  and  had  an  average 
attendance  of  11  members  and  a  total  circulation  of  135  books.    Since 
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the  beginDing  io  October  last,  distributioD  of  books  ha»  been  made 
every  week  from  tlie  school  building  in  one  of  the  distant  wards,  and 
now  we  are  doing  it  in  three  wards — a  total  of  220  or  more  books  being 
given  out  each  week.  The  teachers  are  much  interested  and  cooperate 
heartily,  furnishing  practical  and  efficient  assistance.  The  library  is 
continuing  its  usual  sen'ice  to  the  high  school,  having  had  the  past 
fiscal  year  an  attendance  of  2<>,203,  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  124.  "So  record  is  attempted  of  the  books  used  in  the  building  as 
the  stacks  are  open  to  all,'  and  as  regular  reference  work  is  required 
of  the  students,  by  many  of  the  teachers,  these  books  are  placed  where 
tbey  may  be  consulted  readily  and  are  in  use  by  students  during  the 
whole  time  the  building  is  open — 13  hours  a  day,  except  Sunday,  9  a.  m. 
to  9  p.  m. 

On  May  Slst  last,  11,556  volumes  had  been  accessioned  and  710  vol- 
umes withdrawn,  (lost  or  injured  or  worn  out)  leaving  the  actual 
number  of  volumes  in  library  of  10,816.  The  additions  for  the  latest 
fiscal  year  were  857  volumes  of  which  number  369  volumes  were  dupli- 
cates, 44  were  public  documents  of  Michigan  and  the  United  States 
and  444  volumes  were  new  titles.  Eight  thousand  nine  hnndred  and 
ninety-eight  volumes  in  the  general  library  and  one  thousand  ei^t  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  volumes  in  the  children's  department.  Fiction  is  2S% 
of  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library.  Of  the  periodicals  received 
r^ularly,  26  monthlies,  8  weeklies  and  3  dailies  are  subscribed  for,  and 
18  monthlies,  8  weeklies  and  2  dailies  are  gifts. 

The  r^stration  records  show  a  total  of  4,70C  cards  taken  out  in  the 
two  years  since  the  new  system  was  started,  3,537  in  the  general  library 
and  1,269  in  the  children's  department.  The  line  of  division  is  the  High 
School ;  with  the  completion  of  the  eighth  grade,  the  child  is  transfwred 
to  the  other  department  of  the  library  and  registers  again. 

On  the  evening  of  Xov.  26,  1909,  the  librarian  and  staff  were  "at 
hoipe"  in  the  children's  room,  which  is  not  open  evenings,  to  the  board 
of  education  and  their  wives,  and  the  high  school  teachers  and  the 
special  teachers,  and  a  goodly  number  attended.  New  books  fresh  and 
dainty  were  exhibited  and  a  book  game  decided  partners  for  refresh- 
ments which  were  sen-ed  on  the  low  round  tables. 


ARMADA  PITBUC   LIBRART, 

BLIZABBH^   POMBBOY,   LIBRARIAN. 

The  library  has  been  gaining  in  osefulness  and  influence  during  the 
past  year,  particularly  in  the  help  given  the  schools.  By  special  arrange- 
ment of  the  teachers  and  librarian,  the  students  of  literature  have  been 
enabled  to  spend  an  afternoon  each  we^  in  the  lilH^ry  doing  supple- 
mentary reading,  which  has  been  of  greet  benefit  to  them  and  increased 
the  popularity  and  influence  of  the  library  as  well.  A  collection  of 
curios  is  being  made,  a  show  case  having  been  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  people  are  invited  to  loan  or  give  any  articles  of  interest 
they  may  wish.  The  number  of  books  circulated  during  the  year  was 
5,878,  a  gain  of  513  over  the  previous  year.     Current  magazines  wa« 
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circulated  freely,  the  borrower  niaking  his  own  record  of  llie  same. 
lA'Uile  no  very  striking  advance  has  been  made  we  feel  that  for  a  town 
of  less  than  nine  hundred  inhabitants  the  librarj-  is  doing  good  work 
with  a  promise  of  greater  usefulness  during  tbe  coming  year. 


BENTON  HARBOR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

EMMA    U.    COLE,    LIBRARIAN. 

The  amount  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  the  library  if  $2,500. 
Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  books  were  adde^  in  1809.  making  a  total 
of  (i,300  volumes  in  the  librarj-.  Circulation,  35,232,  Three  people  are 
employed.  In  the  summer  an  exhibition  was  given  of  drawings  made 
by  the  pupils  in  tbe  public  schools.  We  have  a  collection  of  signed 
pictures  of  authors,  cartoonists,  etc.,  of  the  following:  John  McCutcheon, 
Roland  C.  Bowman,  George  Barr  McCutcheon,  Charles  Major,  Roy 
Rolfe  Qilson,  Ben  King,  Bess  Hoover.  Clara  Louise  Buroham;  also  a 
collection  Oif  minerals  and  Alaskan  curios.  Gifts  were  received  of  the 
Copley  prints  of  Sargent's  "The  Prophets"  and  a  book  case. 


DETROIT   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
IIBNRT   M.    UTI.BY,  LIBRARIAN. 

Late  in  the  year  the  library  board  again  agitated  the  matter  of  a 
new  and  adequate  central  library  building  for  which  the  electors  of  the 
city  have  twice  witbin  a  year  voted  favorably  for  issuing  bonds  of  the 
city  to  the  amount  of  f750,000.  The  bonding  limit  being  so  nearly 
reached  that  these  bonds  cannot  at  preeent  be  issued  tbe  city  officials 
are  taking  steps  to  increase  the  bonding  limit.  Tbe  board  of  commence 
have  taken  active  interest  in  the  subject  and  have  secured  from  Mr, 
Oamegie  a  renewal  of  his  offer  to  the  city.  The  board  of  commerce  has 
organized  a  library  alliance  to  awaken  public  sentiment  to  the  necessity 
for  a  new  building  and  have  started  on  a  campaign  to  secure  the  accept- 
ance by  the  common  council  of  the  Carnegie  offer. 

The  principal  activities  of  the  library  during  the  year  have  been  in 
the  line  of  branch  libraries.  A  new  branch  building,  secured  largely 
through  a  bequest  of  the  late  James  E.  Scripps,  was  opened  on  tbe  1st 
of  July.  This  building  is  situated  in  a  beaintiful  park,  which  when 
completed,  will  be  one  of  the  ^ow  places  of  the  city.  The  building 
itself  is  attractive,  and  has  a  reading  room,  circulating  and  children's 
departments,  and  in  the  second  story  a  large  lecture  hall  and  study 
rooms.  This  second  story  is  not  yet  finished  but  the  common  council 
will  be  asked  to  appropriate  (5,000  to  finish  this  part  of  the  building. 
An  appropriation  of  |24,000  was  made  for  a  new  branch  building  on 
Gratiot  avenue,  corner  of  Pulford,  to  take  care  of  a  branch  already 
established  and  this  building  is  now  in  course  of  construction.  No 
new  branch  was  established  during  the  year  but  a  large  petition  for 
one  to  be  located  at  West  Warren  avenue  and  the  Boulevard  was  pre- 
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fiented  and  the  common  conncil  adopted  a  resolution  asking  the  library 
board  to  submit  an  eatimate  for  a  building  and  branch  there.  If  the 
appropriation  is  allowed  a  branch  will  be  put  into  conunissioD  earlj 
in  the  coming  year.  Late  in  the  year  the  branch  at  Delray  was  moved 
into  larger  and  more  attractive  rented  quarters.  Eight  branch  libraries 
were  in  operation  throughout  the  year  and  together  they  circulated  more 
books  than  did  the  central  library.  The  figures  for  home  circulation 
were:  Central  librarv,  363,248;  branch  libraries,  364,048;  schools  about 
100,000. 
'  Tlie  principal  activity  during  the  year  was  in  the  direction  of  what 
is  known  as  library-  extension.  Four  new  stations  were  opened:  Id 
January  in  San  Telmo  cigar  factory,  in  March  in  the  Italian-American 
Institute,  in  April  in  the  8tate  Telephone  Exchange,  and  in  August  in 
the  Jewish  Institute.  This  makes  altogether  eleven  stations  now  in 
operation  and  attended  by  one  of  the  library  assistants  on  certain  desig- 
nated days.  The  work  at  these  stations  is  largely  among  foreigners.  At 
Han  Telmo  over  40  per  cent  are  Polish.  Sixty  polish  books  circulated 
over  1,200  times.  The  Italian  institute  is,  as  might  be  inferred,  wholly 
Italian.  A  number  of  new  Italian  books  were  bought  for  the  purpose 
and  have  proved  very  popular.  At  the  Jewish  Institute  the  books  are 
largely  Yiddish  and  the  supply  of  fliese  books  was  increased  during  the 
year.  This  work  now  requires  the  services  of  three  library  assistants 
part  time  and  can  be  extended  indefinitely  with  the  necessary'  additional 
assistance.  TTie  work  is  thought  to  be  well  worth  doing.  It  brings  into 
contact  with  the  library  people  who  would  otherwise  never  know  of  it 
and  it  is  helpful,  inspiring  and  uplifting,  especially  among  the  working 
classes  and  people  of  foreign  birth  or  i>arentage.  The  circulation  of 
1909  shows  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent  over  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year.    The  figures  are  worth  quoting: 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  works 1,137 

East  Side  Settlement -. 6,541 

Finck  factory   1,930 

Franklin  Street  Keftlement 1,676 

Hamilton  Carhart  factory  2,362 

Italian-American  Institute 539 

Jewisli  Institute 1^61 

Lamed  &  Carter  factory  2,415 

State  Telephone  Exchange   3,041 

San  Telmo  factory   2,880 

^Vineman  Settlement  170 

Total   23,952 


Dig,, z.d  by  Google 
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DETROIT  CENTRAL  HIQH  SCHOOL. 

PLOBBNCD    U.    HOPKINS,    LIBBABIAN. 

The  Central  Higb  School  library  of  Detroit  is  a  reference  library  of 
aboat  6,000  volumes,  conftned  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  and  teachers  of 
the  school,  not  being  open  to  the  public  at  all.  Papils  are  instructed  in 
the  use  of  reference  boohs,  card  catalogues,  indexes,  etc,  as  a  part 
of  their  regular  required  school  work,  and  as  a  training  for  self-direction 
in  their  future  education. 


DOWAQIAC  LADIES'  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

O&ACE    RHBHOBB,    LIBRARIAN. 

The  Ladies  Library  Association  was  organized  in  1872  and  loaned 
books  to  the  public  continually  until  1903,  when  at  the  request  of  that 
body  the  city  council,  by  resolution,  agreed  to  furnish  tfie  necessary 
ten  per  cent  for  the  support  of  a  Cam^e  public  library.  They  then 
organized,  classified  and  catalogued  tbeir  books  under  the  Dewey  system 
and  loaned  them  to  the  city.  The  school  board  did  the  same  with  part 
of  its  library  and  in  1904  the  Dowagiac  Public  Library  was  opaied  to 
the  public  with  3,500  volumes  on  the  shelves  and  about  45  periodicals 
on  the  reading  tables.  Books  and  periodicals  have  since  been  circulated 
six  days  in  each  week.  Stories  have  been  told  to  the  children  Saturday 
afternoons  during  the  winter  months.  Over  2.500  readers'  cards  have 
been  issued.  The  library  has  been  open  for  reading  and  the  drawing  of 
books  eight  hours  each  day.  The  following  statistics  show  the  circulation 
for  1(109:  Juvenile.  5,043;  non-fiction,  3,747;  periodicals,  1,388;  refer- 
ence, (used  in  building)  2,809;  fiction,  13,828;  periodicals  sutmcribed  for, 
39;  periodicals  donated,  9.  The  books  are  loaned  to  non-residents  on 
the  payment  of  |1.00  per  year.  There  were  923  new  books  added  during 
year,  making  the  number  of  volumes  in  library  6,089. 


BSCANABA  CARNEGIE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

HELEN  D.  GORTON,  LIBRARIAN. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  decided  progress.  The  circulation  has 
been  unusually  good,  not  only  have  more  books  been  drawn  from  the 
library,  but  there  has  been  quality  as  well  as  quantity,  more  non-flction 
books  having  been  read  than  ever  before.  The  story  hour,  which  was 
established  a  year  ago,  is  doing  as  much  as  any  other  library  influence 
to  interest  childr^i  in  good  reading.  In  selecting  stories,  those  that 
formed  the  basis  of  our  best  literature  were  chosen.  The  children  who 
have  attended  the  story  hour  will  abide  by  the  selection  of  books  made 
for  them  by  a  member  of  the  library  staflF  much  more  readily  than  will 
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the  children  who  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  attending  these  Saturday 
morning  tailu.  A  room  in  the  baeetnent  has  been  fitted  up  by  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Co.  to  be  used  as  a  mechanical  de- 
partment of  the  library.  The  library  contains  a  good  collection  of 
mechanical  books  which  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  members  of  this  class. 


GRAND  HAVEN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

ISABEL  THOMSON,  LIBRARIAN. 

The  school  library  was  removed  from  the  school  building  to  rented 
rooms  in  business  portion  of  city,  September  1,  1908.  Since  then  it  has 
been  kept  op«i  to  the  public  every  afternocm  and  evening  (Sundays  and 
legal  holidays  excepted).  The  circulation  of  the  books  has  greatly  in- 
creased and  a  number  of  the  best  magazines  are  subscribed  for.  These 
are  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  patrons  of  the  reading 
room.    More  new  books  are  soon  to  be  added. 


GHAND  RAPIDS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
SAMUEL    H.    RANCK,    LIBRARIAN. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library  for  1909  proceeded 
along  the  same  general  lines  as  in  previous  years.  One  new  branch 
library  was  opened  during  the  year:  namely,  in  the  Hall  Street  school 
building,  where  library  work  was  befrun  on  March  15.  This  branch  is 
twice  as  lai^  as  the  branch  libraries  in  other  school  buildings,  and 
it  is  so  arranged  that  lectures  may  be  given  in  the  same  room.  About 
350  persons  can  be  seated  at  the  lectures. 

On  November  30  the  branch  library  which  was  originally  in  Bissell 
House,  a  social  settlement  house,  was  moved  into  the  new  Coldbrook 
School  building  in  the  same  neighborhood.  The  library  room  here  is 
not  quite  so  lai^  as  the  one  at  Hall  Street,  but  it  is  considerably 
lai^r  than  the  libraries  in  the  other  school  huildingst 

The  library  suffered  very  seriously  during  the  year  from  the  curtail- 
ment of  its  book  funds.  Tbere  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  fine  moneys,  so  that  the  amount  available  for  the  purchase  of  books 
was  between  forty  and  ftfty  per  cent  less  than  in  1908.  This  has  handi- 
capped the  work  of  the  library  all  through  the  year,  and  is  reflected  in 
the  statistics  of  the  books  issued  for  home  use,  where  there  was  a  slight 
decrease.  All  other  departments  of  the  library  showed  increased  use. 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  set  of  books  added  during  the  year  was 
a  large  collection  of  helps  for  foreigners  in  learning  the  English  lan- 
guage. 

The  usual  exhibits,  lectures,  etc.,  were  given. 

There  was  more  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff  last  year  than 
perhaps  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  library.  The  library  lost  one 
member  by  death,  two  by  resignation  to  go  to  other  institutions  (one 
to  become  an  instructor  of  cataloguing  in  a  library  school,  laiid/thap 
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Other  to  become  the  cataloguer  id  another  library),  one  by  resignatloD 
to  retire  from  librarj-  work,  and  two  by  marriage.  Among  the  foregoing 
was  the  reaignation  of  the  saperioteadent  of  circulatioa,  Mibb  Ida  L. 
Rosenberg,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  library  for  many  years. 
This  vacancy  wa«  filled  by  transferring  Mise  Adah  C,  Canfield,  head  of 
the  catalogue  department  to  become  the  head  of  the  circulation  depart- 
ment, and  the  promotion  of  Miss  Eleanor  II.  Hickin  to  acting  head  of 
the  catalogue  department. 


HOUGHTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

G[t,ACE)  A.    WHJtBE,    LIBRARIAN. 

Seven  years  ago  the  library  facilities  in  Houghton  consisted  of  a 
township  library  in  the  high  school  building  and  a  small  library  main- 
tained by  the  Women's  Library  association.  The  former  was  used  only 
by  school  children  so  our  first  step  was  to  make  the  school  library  at- 
tractive to  the  public,  which  we  did  by  secnring  a  room,  enclosing  the 
shelf  space  with  grill  and  arranging  the  books  according  to  the  Dewey 
system.  From  tbe  senior  class  in  the  high  school  we  secured  a  librarian 
who  kept  the  library  open  four  afternoons  a  week.  The  board  of  educa- 
tion spent  as  much  money  as  was  available  in  the  purchase  of  new 
books  so  that  we  soon  had  a  collection  of  two  thousand  volumes.  It  was 
fonnd,  however,  that  tbe  public  did  not  make  use  of  this  library  because 
of  the  fact  that  they  considered  it  a  school  library  and  also  because 
it  was  on  the  third  floor  of  the  school  bnilding.  The  next  step  was  to 
secure  a  separate  library  building,  which  we  did  through  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  Carnegie.  After  several  years'  endeavor,  we  purchased  a  lot 
in  the  heart  of  the  village  for  five  thousand  dollars  and  secured  a  pledge 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  from  Mr.  Cam^e  for  the  building.  We 
secured  the  cooperation  of  the  Women's  Library  association  to  the 
extent  that  they  would  place  their  collection  of  books  in  the  library  as 
soon  as  tbe  building  should  be  completed.  Thtf  building  is  now  open 
to  tbe  public.  To  begin  with,  we  have  a  collection  of  4,500  books  housed 
in  a  bnilding  well  adapted  to  library  purposes  and  in  charge  of  a 
competent  librarian  of  nine  years'  experience. 

There  is  one  feature  which  we  believe  will  work  out  well  for  the 
interests  of  all  concerned  and  that  is  the  fact  that  tbe  library  is  oi^n- 
ized  under  tbe  board  of  education  which  gives  us  a  more  direct  oversi^t 
over  library  affairs  and  enables  us  to  secure  a  better  cooperation  between 
the  school  and  the  library,  a  factor  which  is  of  much  importance  in 
some  villages  and  cities  where  the  reading  public  is  not  large.  The 
work  must  be  educational  to  a  great  extent  and  we  believe  that  we  can 
do  more  with  the  children  than  we  can  with  the  older  folks. 
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HUDSON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

MUSS    MAMIE    HAVBN8,   LIBKARIAN. 

Daring  the  last  year  the  circulation  of  books  in  the  library  was 
13^87  adult  and  7,804  juveoile.  The  reading  rooms  are  well  patronized, 
also  the  children's  room,  and  we  have  a.  story  hour  for  the  children  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  pupils  of  the  schools  and  the  teachers  also 
nae  the  library  a  great  deal  and  it  is  much  used  by  the  club  women. 
Ko  new  work  bas  been  taken  up  during  the  year,  but  the  library  is  grow- 
ing in  usefulness,  and  the  appreciation  of  it  on  the  part  of  the  people 
has  increased  very  much. 


IONIA  HALL-FOWLBE  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY. 

NINA    K.    rRBSTON,   LIBOARtAN. 

Talks  given  to  teachers  and  studaits  have  meant  increased  use  of  the 
library  by  the  schools  and  more  intelligent  use  of  the  cataJ<^ue8. 
The  duplicate  catalogues  of  juvenile  books  bas  been  completed  and 
placed  in  the  juvenile  room.  A  gift  by  a  citizen  of  27  volumes  of  techni- 
cal books  has  been  of  great  aid  in  interesting  a  certain  class  of  readers 
who  had  held  themselves  aloof  from  the  library.  Fer8(»ial  help  has 
been  given  to  students  taking  correspondents  courses.  Growth  in  the 
reference  department  waa  such  that  more  room  was  a  necessity,  so  a 
partition  was  taken  out  and  two  rooms  thrown  together. 


•  ISHPEMINO   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

During  last  year  the  circulation  of  books  at  the  Carnegie  library  was 
more  than  61,000,  exceeding  that  of  the  jwevious  year  by  about  11,000. 
Data  is  being  prepared  for  a  new  catalogue.  New  steel  stacks  will  be 
installed  in  the  spring. 
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JACKSON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


CHARLES  R.   RL'SH,  LIBRARIAN. 


The  followinf;  summary  of  the  more  important  changes  and  special 
features'  added  during  the  year  may  be  of  interest:  An  entirely  new 
set  of  lil)era]  and  progressive  rules  formulated;  all  shelves  on  the  first 
floor  opened  for  the  free  use  of  all  renders;  the  reference  collection 
brought  dowTi  from  the  second  Itoop  and  given  special  attention;  several 
hundred  old.  superseded  and  little-used  books  relegated  to  the  second 
floor  stacks;  simple  and  more  accurate  cataloging  rules  adopted;  eon- 
flidcrable  headway  made  on  the  long  and  important  task  of  recataloging 
the  entire  collection  of  books;  Library  of  Congress  cards  used  whenever 
it  is  possilde;  club  room  fitted  up  where  some  thirty-five  meetings  were 
held;  special  lighting  system  installed  in  the  art  gallery  which  has  no 
equal  in  this  section  of  the  countrj;  a  convenient  i-oom  in  the  basement 
furnished  as  a  men's  reading  and  smoking  room;  general  reading-room 
changed  to  contain  more  serious  i-eading  matter  and  less  fiction;  dupli- 
cate collection  of  rental  books  established;  system  of  extension  started 
by  locating  a  drug  store  station ;  collections  of  books  placed  in  fire  engine 
houses;  apprentice  system  of  library'  instniction  begun;  deliverv  depart- 
ment entirely  reorganized  and  new  routine  methods  adopted;  special 
lists  of  books  on  special  subjects  published;  exhibitions  of  books  and  of 
works  of  art  held;  artistic  calendar  advertisements  placed  in  the  major- 
ity of  the  homes  of  the  city;  the  entire  works  of  seven  undesirable 
juvenile  authors  witlidrawn;  moderate  use  made  of  the  story  hour  in 
work  with  the  children;  very  best  materials  and  methods  demanded  on 
a  new  binding  schedule;  large  amount  of  reference  work  done  for  the 
various  clubs  of  the  city;  new  by-laws  for  the  board  of  directors  drawn 
up  and  adopted;  special  instruction  on  library  worfe  given  to  members 
of  the  staff;  an  afternoon  off  each  week  and  twelve  days'  sick  leave  per 
year  g^ven  to  the  staff  assistants ;  holophane  light  shades  adopted  through- 
oot  the  building  and  successful  experiments  made  with  the  Tungsten 
lamp ;  considerable  notice  work  given  to  the  city  newspai>er8  and  courte- 
ously used  by  them,  etc.  Other  less  important  points  will  be  noted  later 
under  the  reports  of  the  various  departments. 
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LANSING   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 
KI,I7,.\llETn   DAIGH,  LIBRABIAN. 

The  Public  Lihrarv  of  Lanaiiij;,  Mioliignn,  contained  15,134  volnmes 
on  r)cceiiil>er  1st.  lM()fl.  During  the  year  1,330  volumefl,  including  gifts 
and  bound  majiaKinea  were  .idded.  Tlie  library-  has  tliree  branches  all 
located  in  public  schoolB  and  in  praparing  to  open  a  fourth.  During 
the  past  year  tiie  circulation  from  the  main  library  for  home  ubc  was 
45,664.  In  addition  to  this  4.295  volumes  w^re  sent  to  the  schools  as 
grade  libi-aries,  jmd  3,967  books  circulated  from  the  branches.  The  percent- 
age of  fiction  issued  was  70.0.  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  readers  cards  were  issued,  malcing  a  total  of  5,685  cards  in  force. 
The  cataloging  of  the  library  began  under  the  librarianship  of  Miss 
Ixiuise  Hunt  in  1907.  and  was  Qnifihed  tlie  first  of  this  year.  We  now 
have  for  the  first  time  in  tlie  history  of  the  library  a  regular  author, 
title  and  subject  catalogue.  The  main  library  is  open  weeli  days  from  8 
a.  ui.  to  y  p.  m..  and  on  Sundays  from  2:30  to  5:30.  Books  do  not 
circulate  on  Wimdays,  The  branches  are  open  from  3:30  to  5:30  one 
afternoon  and  from  6:30  to  8:30  one  evening  each  week. 


LUDINGTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

.MISS   KATE  8.    IIL'TCHINS,  L1BR.\RI.\N. 

The  library  contains  7,000  books.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 
1.937,  loan  cards  in  circulation;  16,126  volumes  were  issued  for  home 
use  during  the  year;  18,265  readers  used  the  reading  rooms  and  470 
books  were  used  in  the  reference  room;  253  books  were  received  as  gifts. 


NILES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

HELEN    Rt'TII    Wo60BrFF,  ACTIXO    LIBRABrAN. 

The  year  ending  December  31,  1909.  shows  a  steadily  increasing  in- 
terest in  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  public,  as  each  succeeding  year 
has  done.  The  reading  and  reference  departments  are  appreciated 
equally  by  women  and  men.  girls  and  boys,  as  shown  by  statistics.  The 
percentage  of  non-fiction  borrowed  is  greater  each  year,  and  more  study- 
ing is  done  in  the  library.  The  library  has  an  unusually  good  file  of 
local  newspapers,  dating  from  the  year  1838.  consulted  by  people  from 
all  over  the  state.  The  pamphlet  collection  and  back*  numbers  of 
magazines  are  in  constant  circulation.  Those  of  the  periodicals  which 
are  bound  or  indexed  are  of  course  not  circulated.  A  collection  of 
clippings  and  one  of  pictures  have  been  started;  these  proved  such  a 
help  to  teachers  and  club  women  that  they  hare  deiwsited  much  of  their 
own  like  materini  in  the  library.  The  children  need  no  encouragment  to 
patronize  all  departnients  of  the  library;  teachers  and  librarians  co- 
oiierate  in  teaching  them  the  best  use  of  the  books.     Picture  bulletins 
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and  8tory  Iionrs  have  iKrtli  been  put  to  use  to  this  end.  The  librarian, 
Miss  Orrill  Coolidge.  a  graduate  of  the  Illinois  Htate  Library  School, 
was  granted  a  year's  leave  of  alMience  in  the  spring,  owing  to  illness. 
The  board  appointed  Miss  Helen  Woodruff,  a  gi-adnate  of  Drexel  Insti- 
tute Library  School,  acting  librarian  until  Miss  Coolidge  was  able  to 
resume  her  duties.     Miss  Ix>uise  Wilbur  acts  as  substitute. 

Many  fine  sets  of  reference  books  have  Iteen  acquired  during  the  year, 
and  a  new  set  of  cases  built  in  the  reference  department  to  accomodate 
them.  Other  improvememta  of  a  material  nature  have  been  made,  a  new 
trpe-wTiter  and  several  electric  fans  being  installed,  among  other  things. 

Statistics  for  year  ending  December  31,  190i>. 

Bound  volumes  on  shelves • 6,602 

Bound  volumes  not  accessioned '. . . .  1,000 

Books  added  during  year 581 

Periodicals  subscribed  for  and  donated,  including  news- 
papers    53 

Yearly  circulation   20,605 

Number  of  borrowers,  February  l!)iO 2,137 


PETOSKEY   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 
AMY  LrSK.  LIBRARIAN. 

The  Petoskey  pubiic  library  was  established  in  1904;  annual  income 
until  1009,  J300;  present  income.  |1,250.  which  is  received  from  taxa- 
tion. The  new  Carn^ie  building  was  opened  to  the  public  in  October, 
1909.  Total  nunilier  of  volumes.  2,046.  The  club  room  in  the  basement 
is  used  regularly  by  six  women's  chibf*.  The  children's  story  hour  is 
held  there  every  Saturday  afternoon.  Miss  Lusk,  the  iibrarian,  attended 
th«>  meeting  of  the  Michigan  Librarv  .\ssociatioQ  held  in  Saginaw, 
October,  1909. 


SAGINAW   PUBLIC   AND   SCHOOL.  LIBRARY. 
MISS  AN'XA  BKNJAMIX,  LIBRARIAN. 

The  past  year  ims  been  a  very  busy  one.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
work  of  the  library,  a  card  catalogue  is  being  made.  Miss  Ethel  Sawyer 
was  engageij  to  do  the  work,  and  began  it  on  the  19th  of  October, 
1908,  but  was  called  back  to  the  State  Library  on  the  12th  of  December. 
Miss  Valeria  Fettennan  was  engaged  to  succeed  her  and  she  arrived 
and  began  work  March  23,  1909.  The  catalogue  is  progressing  finely, 
but  will  require  two  or  three  more  months  of  Miss  Fetterman's  time 
before  it  will  i-each  a  stage  where  it  can  be  finished  in  a  reasonable 
time  by  the  regular  librarian.  The  money  of  the  book  fund  was  appro- 
priated to  pay  the  salary  of  the  cataloguer,  so  only  a  limited  number 
of  books  were  purchased  this  vear.    Two  huudi-ed  and  twentv-three  books 
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were  added  to  the  library  during  the  year  and  74  of  this  num- 
lOer  were  gifts,  52  by  magazines  bonnd  and  97  by  purchase.  Two  hun- 
dred aud  sixty  books  have  been  rebound  and  170  withdrawn.  Th»e 
have  been  244  new  borrowers  added  during  the  year. 

The  librarv  has  beeu  oijen  221  davs  and  the  total  book  service  to  the 
public  was  25,329. 


STURGIS  CITY  LIBRARY. 

ALIDA   PATTERaON,  I.IBBABIAX. 

The  two  reading  rooms  in  the  Rbrary  liave  been  well  patronized  and 
the  chibs  and  schools  use  the  librari'  in  their  study  work*  and  appreciate 
it;  ifSm  books  have  circulated  this  year;  41  volumes  have  been  pur- 
chased and  21  magazines  and  8  newspapers  have  been  subscribed  to. 


THREE  RIVERS  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
SUB  IMOGENE  8ILLIMAN,  LIBKARIAX. 

Tlie  library  has  accessioned  its  10,575  volumes  and  has  had  an  active, 
prosperous  year;  the  reference  department  being  especially  aclive  in 
literature,  history  and  genealogy.  Many  excellait  works  have  been 
added  in  these  classes,  and  for  the  workers  in  genealogyj  besides  pur- 
chasing many  volumes  the  librarian  visited  the  State  Library  and 
thnmgh  its  excellent  collection  assisted  in  solving  many  of  the  genealogi- 
cal problems  filed  at  the  reference  desk.  Xew  steel  stacks  in  the  delivery 
room  have  given  us  better  shelving  facilities  and  the  prospect  of  a  sepa- 
rate room  for  the  cliiildren  foreshadows  happiness  for  our  juvenile 
readers.  The  only  Bi)ecial  work  attempted  has  been  the  loan  collections 
sent  to  the  rural  schools. 


UNIVERSITY   OF   MICHIGAN    LIBRARY. 
THBODORE    W.    KOCH,    HBE.\BIAN, 

During  the  past  year  the  library  of  the  University  of  Michigan  added 
approximately  18,000  volumes,  of  which  about  3,000  volumes  were 
periodicals  and  contin nations.  The  library  is  making  a  special  effort 
to  complete  its  sets  of  both  learned  and  i>opu!ar  periodicals.  The  formep 
are  a  first  requisite  for  research  work,  while  the  latter  are  most  help- 
ful to  the  undergraduates.  Many  popular  periodicals  have  been  received 
from  other  libraries  by  exchange  of  duplicates.  The  library  has  also 
lieen  bringing  its  various  files  of  state  documents  up  to  date.  This  de- 
partment of  the  library  was  deemed  worthy  of  special  attention  at  this 
time  owing  to  the  publication  of  Miss  Hasse's  Index  to  Economic  Ma- 
terials in  state  i-eports.  Several  hundred  maps  were  received  from 
various  railroads,  state  railroad  commissionei-s  and  foreign  govemment^C 
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YPSILANTI   LADIES'  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 
LUCY  B.   LOOMIS,  LIBRARIAN. 

Tables  have  been  purchased  and  a  mut-li  needed  reading  room  estab- 
lished in  the  library  this  year.  Electric  lighting  ha^  also  been  added, 
greatly  to  the  convenience  of  librarians  and  patrons.  By  the  will  of 
the  late  James  Bassett  the  library  was  enriched  by  the  gift  of  337 
volumes,  mostly  books  of  value.  About  300  books  by  purchase  have 
been  added  also.  Last  but  not  least  is  the  children's  story  hour  which, 
started  by  one  of  the  kindergarten  teachers,  who  is  willing  to  devote 
her  time  to  the  little  ones  every  Saturday  morning,  has  proven  quite 
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REPORT  OF  WORK  DOXE  IN  THE  FIELD. 


January*  6th  I  met  the  board  of  pchool  ihapecfors  at  Pelleton.  Emraet 
county,  at  their  request,  but  was  unable  to  make  any  definite  arrange- 
ments, because  the  township  library  was  nearly  exhausted  by  various 
school  districts  demanding  their  share  of  the  books,  and  the  members 
of  the  board  expect  to  vacate  the  office  at  the  spring  election,  so  do  not 
care  to  take  up  any  new  work.  Tliey  plan  to  give  the  remaining  books 
to  a  school  district,  and  close  out  the  library.  If  the  library  should  be 
continued  aifter  election  it  will  be  with  everything  new  and  good.  I 
accomplished  more  definite  good  at  the  high  school,  where  I  met  the 
superintendent  and  principal  and  interested  them  in  the  best  ways  to 
arrange  their  library  in  the  fine  room  set  aside  for  a  library;  in  the 
proper  catalt^niing  and  classification  of  their  books;  also,  the  use  of 
book  lists  from  the  State  Library.  The  superintendent  was  a  student 
in  the  library  course  offered  last  summer  at  Mt.  Pleasant  normal. 

At  Fremont.  Newaygo  county,  at  the  request  of  the  commissioner  of 
sehoola,  I  visited  the  county  normal  class  of  fourteen  members,  showed 
the  sample  library,  and  addressed  the  class, 

January  9th  I  attended  the  Institute-Association  all  day,  exhibited 
a  50  volume  library,  and  spoke  twice.  A  gratifying  number  of  applica- 
tion blanks  were  asked  for. 

Some  time  throughout  January  was  spent  in  arranging  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  twelve  gift  libraries  in  several  counties. 

January  28tb,  I  went  to  Cheboygan,  on  request  of  the  commissioner  of 
schools.  I  showed  a  library  and  spoke  before  an  all-day  session  of  the 
school  oflBcers'  association.  I  believe  that  library  interests  were  helped 
by  presenting  the  matter  in  a  light  new  to  many  of  the  officers.  J  at- 
tended a  meeting  of  the  normal  class  that  evening.  The  next  day  and 
until  noon  the  day  after,  I  showed  a  sample  library  and  spoke  to  one 
of  the  finest  gatherings  of  teachers  ever  assembled  in  the  county. 

February  3rd.  I  started  for  the  great  Hesperia  meeting,  at  the  request 
of  the  commissioner  of  schools.  February  4th,  I  presented  the  matter 
of  traveling  libraries  at  the  high  school.  At  the  meeting  held  that  eve- 
ning, three  sessions  the  next  day  and  the  same  the  next,  I  'exhibited  a 
library  and  six  framed  pictures  from  the  loan  collection  of  the  State 
Library.  This  unique  meeting  htis  attended  by  hundreds  of  men,  women 
and  children  for  miles  around,  and  library  interests  must  have  received 
a  great  imjietus;  excepting  while  the  program  was  in  session  there 
was  always  an  interested  crowd  around  the  ^hibit.  Many  application 
blanks  were  asked  for,  for  use  in  rural  schools,  granges,  and  reading 
cii-cles. 

September  8th  and  10th  respectively  I  attended  the  State  Teachers' 
Institute  at  both  Rosconinion  and  Petoskey  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
missioners of  schools  in  each  county. 
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In  BosconuDOD,  the  commiesioBer  makes  an  earnest  effort  to  overcome 
apathy  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  patrons  and  last  year  induced 
seven  schools  to  send  for  traveling  libraries.  One  of  these  schools  sent 
for  a  second  one,  thus  bringing  eight  sets  into  this  sparsely  settled 
county. 

At  this  institute  I  showed  my  usual  sample  set.  There  are  twenty- 
eight  schools  in  the  count,!.  Thirty-one  teachers  were-  present.  Thus 
all  were  reached,  I  carefully,  bnt  plainly  showed  that  as  there  were 
twenty-eight  schools  in  the  county,  and  only  seven  secured  the  libraries 
last  year,  three  out  of  four  schools  went  without,  and  that  boys  and 
giria  went  out  of  these  twenty-one  for  the  last  time,  in  many  instaocee, 
without  the  helpful  influences  of  the  libraries. 

I  explained  the  circular  relative  to  library  money,  and  urged  teachers 
to  secure  it  all  promptly,  J  also  urged  building  up  a  small  working 
library  belonging  to  each  school.  "Hiere  are  a  number  of  gift  libraries  in 
this  county.  The  township  library  at  Roscommon,  has  been  r^i^stered 
with  the  State  Library  two  years,  and  has  eujoyed  the  use  of  the  100 
Hooks  borrowed  on  this  registration.  Prof.  Beddow  of  Central  State 
formal  conducted  the  institute  and  devoted  nearly  his  whole  time  in  a 
masterful  way  to  the  subject  of  reading. 

Petoskey.     Seventy-six  enrolled,  all  active  teachers, 

I  had  never  spoken  of  the  libraries  before  the  teachers  of  Emmet 
county,  but  my  reception  here,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patteagill  and  Commis- 
sioner Babcock,  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Incidentally  I  looked  up 
the  people  who  secured  a  Carnegie  library  for  Petoskey,  The  city  has 
a  fine,  brick  library  building  with  complete  library  furniture  ordered, 
and  a  thousand  dollars  to  spend  for  books  at  once.  They  have  a  new 
librarian  in  the  person  of  Miss  Amy  Lnsk,  who  studied  library  methods 
in  the  University  this  summer  with  Dr.  Koch. 

From  Big  Rapids  I  drove  with  Commissioner  B.  L.  Ford  to  Chippewa 
Ijike.  Mecosta  county,  to  attend  a  teachers'  association  for  that  portion 
of  the  county.  The  little  village  church  was  filled.  This  opportunity 
was  used  in  an  effort  to  show  that  library  extension  is  the  proper  thing, 
and  that  every  village,  school,  grange,  farm  neighborhood,  and  Sunday 
school  should  have  its  library.  Two  sessions  of  the  association  were 
held  next  day,  at  which  twenty  teachers,  and  several  parents  and  older 
pupils  were  present.  Xearly  every  teax:lier  asked  for  an  application 
blank,  and  one  grange  and  one  literary  society  asked  for  same. 

Returning  to  Big  Rapids,  I  showed  a  traveling  library  before  the 
county  normal  of  18  students.  I  called  at  Pheliw  Public  Library,  Big 
Rapids,  housed  in  a  fine  residence  projwrty  on  a  large  corner  lot, 
bequeathed  by  Sirs.  Phel{>s,  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the 
support  of  the  library.  Unfortunately,  the  property  is  in  litigation 
with  the  heirs,  and  the  trustees  do  not  feel  warranted  in  pushing  the 
librar>'  as  it  might  be.  The  [>eople  of  Big  Rapids  are  thus  the  losers, 
though  a  fine  use  is  already  made  of  the  library  by  citizens.  Use  of 
the  librarj'  by  Ferris  Institute  students,  and  by  pupils  in  the  public 
schools,  is  rapidly  increasing.  One  {terson,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Robinson  does 
practically  alt  the  work  alone,  including  cataloguing  and  correspond- 
ence.    The  school   Itbrarv  of  424  volumes  was  moved  here  in  19(^;  it 
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now  numbers  1,709  volunios.  and  is  kept  strictly  separate  from  the 
general  libt-ary,  and  lias  a  seiiarate  acreaaion  book— The  schooi  board 
gives  about  $300  a  yeav  towards  its  support,  Phelps  library  proper  con- 
tains 3,584  volnmes,  and  prows  slowly,  ns  only  fines  for  books  kept 
overtime,  and  aljout  ?2(l  a  year,  or  a  total  of  only  f70  annually  is  avail- 
able—Mapizine  fund  of  about  J40  a  year  is  raised  by  subscription. 

At  Ree<l  f'ity  request  was  made  for  application  blanks  for  library 
for  the  lodfre  of  Knights  of  I'ythias. 

At  Evart  I  showed  a  traveling  library-  l>efore  the  county  normal  of 
12  stadeuts.  Supt.  Jerome  of  Evart  asked  for  blanks  to  register  the 
high  school  library. 

At  the  institute  in  Clare,  eighty-five  teachers,  practically  all  in  the 
county,  wei-e  in  attendance.  In  my  remarks  I  made  clear  the  law  about 
library  money,  and  gave  out  about  twenty-five  application  blanks,  and 
these  to  those  persons  only  who  asked  for  them. 

The  lists  of  best  books  that  we  distribute  to  those  who  call  for  them, 
muBt  be  of  great  assistance  to  hundreds  of  teachers,  particularly  those 
in  rural  schools,  and  to  school  officers  in  the  selection  of  the  most  fit- 
ting books  to  be  bought  with  their  little  funds  which  have  arisen  from 
penal  fines,  and  socials,  and  which  never  exceed  a  few  dollars,  and  for 
that  reason  should  be  invested  the  more  carefully. 

I  attended  the  State  Teachers'  Institute  at  Bad  Axe,  October  Ist  and 
2ud. 

At  the  Bchool  Offlcters'  meeting  at  Roscommon  I  met  a  very  responsive 
little  audience.  Seventeen  out  of  a  possible  twenty-eight  districts  were 
represented. 

At  the  Teacher's  Association  in  Cheboygan,  October  9th,  one  hundred 
were  present,  and  a  liberal  supply  of  printed  matter,  including  aj^li- 
cations,  was  taken. 

Upper  Peninsula  Educa.tional  Association,  at  Ishpeming,  October  12th 
to  16th,  We  here  exhibited  a  collection  of  fram^  and  unframed  pic- 
tures, several  traveling  libraries,  and  a  "Model  500  Volume  Library"  for 
the  grades.  All  attracted  much  attention,,  especially  the  model  library 
before  which  there  was  gathered  a  group  of  people  much  of  the  time. 
Many  examined  it  systematically,  and  were  glad  it  was  shown  as  an 
object  lesson.  Superintendents,  members  of  the  faculty  of  Marquette 
Normal,  and  some  fine  teachers  in  the  grades  gave  much  time  to  it. 
Much  of  onr  printed  matter  was  called  for.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
I  loaned  the  framed  pictures  to  one  school,  the  unframed  to  another, 
the  several  traveling  libraries  to  others,  and  shipped  the  model  litHHry 
to  the  State  Library.  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill  specie  to  an  enthosiastic 
audience  on  "Books  and  Reading." 

State  Teachers'  Association,  Saginaw,  October  26-30.  Tbe  exhibit 
here  consisted  of  three  traveling  libraries,  and  the  "Model  500  Volume 
Library."  We  were  very  advantageously  located  in  the  armory,  in  the 
rear  of  the  auditorium,  and  have  every  reason  to  feel  gratified  at  the 
attention  given  the  exhibit  by  visiting  teachers.  A  large  supj^y  of 
oivelopes  containing  onr  printed  matter  was  asked  for;  the  booto  were 
bandit  and  examined,  and  qnestions  asked  to  a  gratifying  degree.  The 
library  section  of  the  Association  was  crowded;  again  Hon.  H.  B. 
Pattengill  explained  the  work  of  the  Commission,  ,  , 
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Xovembep,  Proceeding  dii-ti't  from  Saginaw  to  Iobco  County,  I 
visited  the  one-room  school  at  Emery  Junction,  where  I  was  chang- 
ing cara,  and  told  teacher  and  pupils  of  tlie  joy  tliey  would  lind  in  a 
case  of  bright,  fresh  books.  I  cstlled  at  the  coiintrT  store,  and  interested 
the  clerk  in  the  idea  of  a  librar^-to  be  kept  there  for  the  little  commu- 
nity.   Of  course,  I  left  an  application  blank  at  both  places. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  showed  my  sample  library  at  the  county  normal 
in  Tawas  City,  where  the  attitude  of  the  critic  ajid  of  the  students  is 
very  encouraging.  Joining  Hon.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  and  Commissioner 
J.  A.  Campbell,  I  showed  the  library,  urged  the  value  of  the  books  in 
the  life  of  the  young,  and  gave  out-  large  quantities  of  applications  and 
envelopes  of  printed  matter  at  Hale,  Whittemore,  Tawas  City,  Grant 
town  hall.  Wilbur  town  hall.  Alabaster,  and  a  gathering  at  a  rural 
school.  Commissioner  Campbell  was  very  helpful;  he  gave  me  a  cordial 
introduction  to  each  audience;  said  good  words  for  my  work  wherever 
possible,  and  kept  with  him  a  bunch  of  applications  of  which  he  gave 
out  about  twenty-flve. 

I  went  direct  from  Tawas  Oty  to  Ypsilant^,  with  a  stop  enroute  at 
leasing  for  consultation  with  Mrs,  Sj^neer.  At  Ypsilanti,  I  spc^e  at 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  school  and  grange. 

November  12th,  I  arrived  at  Manton,  Wexford  county,  where  I  met  a 
body  of  twenty-ftve  teachers  on  the  13th.  I  was  gratified  to  notice  the 
sign  "Public  Reading  Room"  on  a  millinery  store  here,  and  to  find 
within  traveling  library'  number  76. 

Beginning  an  "Institute  on  Wheels"  in  Mecosta  county,  Monday  morn- 
ing, November  15th,  and  closing  Saturday  night,  when  we  reached  the 
hotel  at  Big  Rapids  at  11  p.  ni..  after  a  thirty  mile  drive,  covering 
115  miles,  betiides  some  travel  by  rail,  held  seventeen  meetings,  met 
at  least  1,700  people,  gave  out  much  printed  matter,  aroused  library 
sentiment,  came  into  touch  with  teachers,  pupils,  and  patrons  of  at 
least  thirty  school  districts. 

C'ommJssioner  B,  J.  Ford  deserves  great  praise  for  his  help  during 
the  whole  trip.  He  provided  transportation  for  me  and  my  library, 
some  meals,  and  the  most  cordial  introduction.  He  states  that  ten  or 
twelve  libraries  have  come  into  the  county  as  a  result  of  the  meeting  at 
Chippewa  Lake,  Mecosta  county,  September  25th,  At  that  meeting  I 
gave  each  visiting  tea<'her  an  application  blank,  and  ComrndssioDer  Ford 
aftem'ards  followed  up  each  one  with  a  personal  lett«-,  asking  what 
the  teacher  had  done  in  the  matter.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
missioner caused  a  large  percentage  of  the  teachers  to  attend  to  the 
matter. 

December  1-2.  I  started  a  farmer's  meeting  at  Gaylord. 

December  2,  I  started  for  Hudson  to  attend  the  Lenawee-Hillsdale 
Teachers'  Association,  December  3rd,  at  which  about  400  teachers  were 
present.  I  met  a  hearty  welcome,  and  was  obliged  to  mail  back  many 
envelopes  of  printed  matter  in  addition  to  the  generous  supply  that  I 
took  to  the  meeting.    Probably  not  less  than  sixty  were  called  for. 

December  10th,  I  stopped  in  West  Branch,  wliile  enroute  to  Bay 
City,  where  I  attended  a  round-up  institute  for  Bay  county.  I  have 
never  seen  sixty  of  our  envelopes  snapped  up  as  quickly  as  at  the  latter 
place.    Again,  I  lacked  some  and  mailed  thnn. 
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December  14-17,  inclusive,  I  represeDted  the  OommissiOQ  in  the  exhibit 
in  the  Lecturer's  lieadquarters  at  the  State  Grange  in  Ti-averse  City. 
Miss  Jennie  Buell,  Lectui-er  of  the  8tate  Grange,  had  aeked  that  I  be 
sent  to  tlws  meeting  and  gave  nie  every  opfwrtunity  to  display  my 
library  well,  and  to  meet  many  lecturers  and  members  of  subordinate 
granges  from  widely  sejrarated  portions  of  the  state.  Miss  Bueli  and 
many  subordinate  lecturers  feel  that  the  traveling  library  will  be  a 
great  adjunct  to  the  life,  growth  and  usefulness  of  the  grange.  As  many 
grangers  are  school  officers  I  was  able  to  interest  many  in  the  library 
for  schools  as  well  as  for  grange  halls  and  neighborhoods. 

At  Harrietta,  Wexford  county,  December  ISth,  I  addressed  a  meeting 
of  teachers. 

At  Elmira,  Otsego  county,  December  20-21,  I  attended  the  State 
Farmer's  Institute. 

ISince  beginning  the  work  for  the  commission,  I  have  worked  in  the 
following  counties;  in  many  of  them  twice,  and  in  not  a  few  three  to 
five  times.  Besides  the  counties  mentioned.  I  feel  that  I  have  in  a 
certain  sense,  worked  in  all  of  those  of  the  Upper  Peninsula;  for,  while 
stationed  about  one  month  at  Marquette  Xormal,  I  was  in  constant 
touch  with  the  commissioners  of  every  county  of  that  peninsula.  I  met 
many  superintendents,  and  received  th^ir  assurances  of  int^^st  and 
help.  I  met  400  teachers,  spoke  in  chapel  to  all  in  attendance  at  the 
Kormal,  and  was  for  a  large  portion  of  each  day  in  the  room  where  the 
course  iu  library  methods  was  given: 


Alcona. 

Gladwin. 

Mecosta. 

Alpena. 

Grand  Traverse. 

Missaukee. 

Antrim. 

Grattot. 

Montcalm. 

Arenac. 

Hillsdale. 

Newaygo. 

Barry. 

Houghton. 

Oakland. 

Bay. 

Ingbam. 

Oceana. 

Berrien. 

Ionia. 

Ogemaw. 

Benzie. 

loeco. 

Osceola. 

Branch. 

Isabella. 

Otsego. 

Calhoun. 

Jackson. 

Ottawa. 

Caas. 

PreBque  Isle. 

Charlevoli. 

Kalkaeka. 

Roscommon. 

Cheboygan. 

Kent. 

Saginaw. 

Clare. 

Lapeer. 

St.  Clair. 

Clinton. 

Lenawee. 

Tuscola. 

Crawford. 

Luce. 

Van  Buren. 

Delta. 

Mackinac. 

Washtenaw. 

Eaton. 

Macomb. 

Wayne. 

Emmet. 

Marquette. 

Wextord. 

Geneeee. 

Mason. 

Summary  of  work 
September  15th.  1909, 


Cheboygan   (twice). 

Clare. 

Clinton. 

Emmet. 

Bay. 

Mecosta  (twice). 

Marquette. 

Osceola. 


done  bv  R.   D.   Bailey, 
to  Febnmry  15th,  1910. 

Counties  visited. 
Huron. 
Roscommon. 
Grand  Traverse. 
Oakland. 
Saginaw, 
loeeo. 

Washtenaw. 


Library  Organizer,  from 


Wexford  (twice). 
Lenawee. 
Shiawassee. 
Otsego  (twice). 
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Bii;  Rapids. 

Evart. 
Tawaa  City. 


Clare. 
i^ad  Axe. 
Roecommon. 
Petoskey. 
Hudson. 
Hale. 

Whtttemore. 
Bay  City. 
Tawaa  City. 


Farmers'  institutes  attended. 

lys.  Gaylord,  two  days.  Imlay  City,  two  meetings. 

County  normals  visited  and  library  shown. 

Lapeer.  Ionia. 

Owosso. 

St.  Johns. 

Teacliers'  Institutes  attended,  and  library  shown. 


Chippewa  Lake. 


Big  Rapida. 
Isbneming. 
Cadillac. 
Manlon. 


Clieboygan. 

Grant  Town  Hall. 

Wllber  Town  Hall. 

Grand  Rapids, 

Stan  wood,  two  meetings. 

Mecosta,  two  meetings. 

Morley. 

Mlltbrook. 


Paris. 

Remus,  two  meetings. 

Barryton,  three  meetings. 

SyWeeter,  two  meetings. 

Slierman.  two  meetings. 

Pogy, 

Iosco. 

Mecoeta.  • 


Orange  meetings. 
Wlsom.  Ypsllantl. 

Farmers'  club.  i 

Wtxom. 

Schools  visited. 
Emery  Junction.  Rural  actiool  in  Iosco  Co. 

Teachers'  associationt. 
Cheboygan. 

State  teachers'  assactationa. 
Ishpemlng. 

Reading  circles. 
Manton.  Henrietta. 

School  officers'  meeting. 
Roscommon. 
Public  libraries  visited. 


Flint. 

Jackson. 

Hudson. 

Petoskey, 


Saginaw, 
Traverse  City. 
Cheboygan. 
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LIltUARY  TRAINING  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

THE   SUMMER    LIBBAEY    SCHOOL  AT   THE    UXn-EHSITY    OP    MICHIGAN. 

Some  yesTB  ago  a  young  woman  who  had  just  graduated  from  the 
Universit.v  of  Michigan  announred  her  intention  of  going  to  the  New 
York  State  Library  Hchool.  A  professor  in  the  University  hearing  of 
her  plans  said  sneeringly:  "So  you  are  going  to  ieam  how  to  dust 
books?"  The  remark  is  indi<'ative  of  the  repute  in  which  many  professors 
hold  library  training.  As  a  sequel  to  the  above  mentioned  incident,  I 
might  say  that  after  two  years  of  study  at  the  New  York  State  Library 
School  the  young  lady  in  question  came  back  to  the  University  as  an 
assistant  in  the  [ibrar\'  and  is  now  one  of  our  most  helpful  workers. 
As  fate  would  have  it,  the  sarcastic  professor  must  now  frequently  go 
to  that  assistant  for  infomiation.  in  regard  to  the  books  he  wishes  to 
use  both  for  himself  and  bis  class. 

Five  or  six  years  ago,  Professor  John  O.  Reed,  then  Dean  of  the  Sum- 
mer School,  had  become  convinced  of  tbe  decided  demand  existing 
throughout  the  State  for  at  least  some  elementary  instruction  in  library 
methods.  My  predecessor.  Professor  R.  C.  I>avis,  was  the  pioneer  in 
this  country  in  giving  bibliographical  instruction  to  college  students. 
His  course,  offered  for  the  first  time  in  1879,  has  been  given  regularly 
ever  since,  to  the  great  benefit  of  a  largo  number  of  students,  some  of 
whom  later  took  up  library  work.  In  the  Summer  Session,  however, 
nothing  Iiad  ever  been  offered  either  in  bibliography  or  librari-  methods, 
and  Dean  Reed  endeavored  to  have  these  subjects  represented  in  the 
Summer  Session  of  1904.  A  careful  report  on  summer  library  schools 
was  made  at  the  time  by  the  Reference  Librarian,  Mr.  Finney,  giving 
statistics  of  such  schools  in  other  states  and  recommending  the  estab- 
lishment of  similar  courses  at  this  University.  Owing  to  the  appear- 
ance of  obstacles,  which  need  not  be  discussed  here,  the  coarse  was  not 
given  at  the  time.  Later  it  was  hoped  that  a  course  might  be  offered 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  State  Library  Commission  and  the  Uni- 
versity, but  this  too  failed  to  materalize.  Then  in  1906,  the  State 
Library  Commission  b^ian  to  give  elementary  instruction  in  library 
methods  to  teachers  in  the  summer  courses  at  the  various  state  normal 
schools.  When  Professor  EffingCr,  in  1907,  succeeded  to  the  Deanship 
of  the  Summer  Session,  he  asked  me  whether  I  would  favor  a  summer 
library  course,  but  as  the  State  Library  Commission  had  already  an- 
nounced such  a  course  to  be  given  at  leasing  in  the  summer  of  1908,  I 
felt  that  the  ground  would  be  well  covered  and  that  it  would  be  useless 
for  uH  to  du])licate  the  work.  Lsist  winter,  however,  the  question  caiue 
up  again  and  as  at  that  time  the  plans  of  the  State  Library  Commission 
in  regard  to  the  matter  were  tmcertain,  we  decided  to  announce  a  course 
to  run  throughout  the  full  eight  weeks  of  the  Summer  Session. 

Of  course  there  are  summer  schools  and  summer  schools.     I  recently 

Dignz.d  .;>L.OOg[e 


LIBRARY   TRAINING  IN   SUMMER  SCHOOLS.  31 

read  of  one  in  England  which  stHrted  on  June  4th  and  closed  June  6th, 
No  wonder  that  the  poet  of  the  '■I'seudonynis,"  a  club  of  English  librar- 
ians was  moved  to  write  his  "Outiander'a  yong," 

When  I  left  school  my  father  oald: 
'■What  will  you  do  to  earn  your  bread? 
You  have  the  church,  the  law,  the  sea." 
Quoth  I:    "A  library  for  me." 

My  education  was  so  good 

That  every  art  I  understood. 

Id  all  the  "ologles"  I'd  crammed, 

And  what  I  didu't  know  I  shammed. 

I  went  to  certain  Summer  Schools, 
And  there  met  several  other  fools. 
I  studied  hard,  and  spared  no  paioa; 
The  lecturers  supplied  the  brains. 

I  learned  to  claBslfy  a  book 

Where  none  would  ever  think  to  look. 

To  catalogue  I  would  engage. 

And  never  turn  a  title-page. 

The  first  librarians  In  the  land 
(The  rest  don't  count)  took  me  In  hand. 
And  what  tbey  taught.  I  heard  with  awe; 
And  when  they  cried:    "D'ye  see?" — r  saw. 

I  did  the  things  I  ought  to  do; 

And  Bwore  by  Indicators  too. 

I  shrank  In  horror,  struck  quite  dumb 

Prom  aught  that  waa  not  Rule-of-Thumb. 

I  left  the  School  a  spick  and  span 
Machine-made  full  librarian. 
Quoth  I:    "I'll  get  a  place,  and  then 
I'll  draw  my  pay  and  suck  my  pen." 

But  sooner  aald  than  done,  I  found, 
Commttteee  I  could  not  get  rmind. 
Despite  my  manners,  air  and  weight, 
My  frock-coat  and  certificate. 

Now,  what  to  do  to  earn  my  bread 
I  do  not  know;   my  tund<i  are  nped. 
Llbrarlanship's  a  fraud — that's  clear; 
For  Africa  I'll  volunteer. 

T  hope  that  the  author  of  these  lines  would  be  convinced  from  a 
study  of  our  curriculum  that  the  University-  of  Michigiiu  Summer  School 
did  not  belong  to  Ihe  above  mentioned  class  of  K<-bools.  I  feel  sure  that 
if  he  had  attended  our  course  he  would  not  have  gone  to  South  Africa. 
In  addition  to  the  Librarian,  who  acted  as  Director  and  gave  lectures 
on  the  jihysical  side  of  the  book,  librarv  administration,  library  build- 
ings, book  selection,  etc.,  the  following  memliers  of  the  regular  staff 
assisted  in  the  work  of  instruction:  Mr.  F.  L.  D,  Goodrich,  Accessioning, 
ClaKNificaliOQ,  Loan  systems:  Miss  Esther  Smith,  Catalc^iing  and 
Shelf   listing:    Mis*;    Fredericka    B.    Gillette.   Reference   work.     Sir.  F. 
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V.  Jordan  gave  two  introductorr  talks  on  the  principles  of  classifica- 
tion; Mr.  B,  A.  Finney,  four  on  dictionaries,  eDcyclopedias  and  public 
documents;  and  Miss  Gertrude  Woodard,  of  the  University  Law  Library, 
a  talk  on  law  books  and  law  libraries.  I'rofessor  Davis,  Librarian  Emeri- 
tus, gave  a  lecture  on  mannscripts;  and  a  series  of  five  lectures  on  library 
work  with  diildren  was  given  by  Miss  E.  51.  Goodrich,  formerly  of  the 
University  Library,  but  now  Children's  Librarian  of  the  Ann  Arbor 
Public  Library.  Mr.  W.  C.  Hollands,  the  University  binder,  gave  a  most 
instructive  and  practical  course  in  bookbinding,  -  unique  in  that  the 
students  were  instructed  in  the  essentials  of  good  library  binding  and 
were  taught  to  do  the  actual  work  of  binding  various  kinds  of  books. 

As  visiting  lecturers,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  the  foUowing, 
many  of  whom  donated  their  servites: 

Miss  N,  J.  Beadle,  Battle  Creek  Public  Library.    Book  mending. 

Mr.  W.  E.  r.*wis.  Manager,  Library  Bureau,  Chicago.  Library  furni- 
ture and  equipment. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Banck,  Librarian.  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library.  (1) 
The  functions  of  a  public  library.  (2)  The  toork  of  a  city  library  as  illus- 
trated by  th&t  of  the  Qrand  Rapids  Public  Library. 

Miss  Josephine  Rathbone,  Pratt  Institute  Library  School.  (1)  WJiat 
a  library  school  can  do  that  a  summer  sdiool  cannot.  (2)  The  fiction 
problem.     (3)    Homemade  reference  material. 

Mr,  II.  JI,  Utiey,  Librarian,  Detroit  Public  Library.  Manag&netit 
and  operation  of  a  branch  library. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Walter,  Vice  Director,  New  York  State  Library.  The  Xew 
York  State  Library  and  its  Library  ScImoI. 

Miss  G.  M,  Walton,  Librarian  State  Normal  College,  Tpsilanti.  The 
work  and  scope  of  the  yormal  College  Library, 

Seventeen  students  took  the  full  course.  Twelve  of  these  came  from 
Michigan,  and  one  from  each  of  the  following  states:  Colorado,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  New  York,  and  Ohio.  Five  were  college  graduates  and  four 
were  or  had  been  collie  students.  Nine  of  the  class  had  had  library 
experience  and  two  others  had  been  appointed  to  library  positions  and 
came  to  the  school  to  get  some  preliminary  training. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  Ann  Arbor  Public  Library,  where  the  students 
had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  some  special  features  of  public  library 
work;  the  Normal  College  Library  at  Ypsilanti,  a  "small  large  library," 
as  Miss  Walton  described  it;  and  the  Detroit  Public  Library  with  Its 
newest  branch,  named  after  the  late  James  L.  Scripps.  A  full  day  wa» 
given  up  -to  the  Detroit  trip  and'included  a  visit  to  the  Detroit  Free 
Press,  where  we  were  shown  over  the  plant  and  had  the  various  phases 
of  newspaper  making  explained  to  us  by  Mr.  A,  Mosely,  the  literary 
editor,  after  which  the  class  had  a  most  enjoyable  lunch  at  the  main 
building  of  the  Public  Librai-y,  and  flni^ed  the  afternoon  by  a  visit  to 
the  private  library  of  Mr.  Clarence  M,  Burton,  with  its  wealth  of  Ameri- 
cana. 

"The  visits  to  other  libraries,"  said  one  of  the  students  at  the  comple- 
tion of  the  course,  "were  sources  of  inspiration  as  well  as  instruction, 
and  went  far  toward  developing  a  professional  spirit  and  instilling  the 
fraternal  feeling  which  so  characterizes  the  true  librarian.".  '"I  came 


LIBRARY  TRAINING   IN  SUMMER  SCK03LS.  33 

home  from  the  Detroit  trip,"  wrote  another  library  acsiatant,  "with  an 
impatient  desire  to  get  into  the  real  work,  and  trj-  to  put  into  practice 
a  few  of  the  many  helpful  things  which  have  been  given  ub." 

Judging  from  the  comments  of  the  studentH  they  seemed  well  satis- 
fled  with  the  course  as  planned  and  carried  out  This  was  gratifying  to 
the  instructors  who  had  some  misgivings  about  the  possibility  of  flnding 
the  riglit  plane  on  which  to  build  the  course.  The  class  had  in  it  so 
many  students  with  Tarying  preparation  that  it  was  at  times  hard  to 
say  what  could  be  taken  for  granted  and  what  bad  to  be  gone  into  from 
the  beginning.  "I  took  the  course  to  get  a  broader  look  at  library 
work,  not  for  the  detailed  information,"  said  one  student,  and,  she 
added,  "it  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  deliglitful  and  profitable  sum- 
mers I  have  ever  spent." 

One  librarian  of  a  small  high  school  who  Itad  struggled  along  for  sev- 
eral years  without  any  library  training  took  the  work  and  found  it  most 
profitable.  "The  course  as  given,"  said  she,  "has  far  more  than  fulfilled 
the  expectations  of  one  who  came  to  get  instruction  in  classifying,  cata- 
loguing, bookmending,  etc..  to  be  put  to  practical  use  in  a  small  library, 
yet  fully  expecting  that  a  large  part  of  the  course  would  be  way  heyond 
the  scope  of  her  work  and  so  of  little  practical  value.  But  the  work 
in  every  department  has  been  made  very  practical  to  one  whose  work 
is  even  very  limited;  none  of  it  luaa  l>een  beyond  one  who  came  with  the 
most  limited  .preparation;  and  at  the  same  time  it  has  opened  up  a 
much  wider  view  of  library  wort,  a  broader  conception  of  its  possibili- 
ties, and  has  inspired  an  entliusiasm  that  sends  one  away  with  anticipa- 
tions of  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the  daily  work  of  the  year  to  come." 

The  question  has  frequently  been  asked  us,,  and  more  often  since  be^Q- 
ing  this  new  work,  whether  we  were  planning  eventually  to  establish 
a  regular  library  school  with  a  full  year  course.  Our  answer  has 
usually  been  that  we  were  not  yet  ready  for  that  step,  that  we  do  not 
at  present  have  the  requisite  amount  of  room  in  the  library  building, 
nor  could  we  spare  from  the  working  time  of  our  present  staff  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  days  and  hours  to  proi>erly  look  after  such  a  school, 
and  that  the  whole  matter  is  one  for  the  University  authorities  to  de- 
cide. To  IIS  it  would  seem  to  be  the  final  logical  outcome  of  the  sum- 
mer course,  which  we  feel  has  already  justified  its  existence  in  the 
University,  but  we  would  be  loath  to  urge  bninching  out  into  more  am- 
bitious fields  until  ample  ]>roviRion  could  be  made.  If  the  University  of 
Michigan  is  ever  to  have  a  full  course  library  school,  none  but  the  highest 
ideals  should  satisfy  us.  That  such  a  training  school  is  needed  in  the 
state,  no  person  familiar  with  library  conditions  in  Michigim  would 
dispute. 

Theodore  W.  Kocu. 
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KALAMAZOO  WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

ESTHER  BR.\LEY,  IXSTHUCTOE. 

The  course  in  elementary  library  methods  for  teachers  iu  the  Summer 
School  of  the  Western  State  Normal  School  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
was  given  for  the  fourth  time  during  the  Rix  weeks'  session  of  1909. 
The  work  was  varied  somewhat  in  arrangement,  two  courses  were  offered, 
one  dealing  with  general  library  instruction — the  make  up  of  books,  use 
of  reference  books  and  problems  illustrating  them,  etc.,  and  the  other 
giving  technical  instruction  in  simpler  library  methods.  No  one  was 
admitted  to  course  2  who  had  not  had  course  1  or  its  equivalent. 

The  class  of  16  was  made  up  of  one  superintendent  of  schools,  one 
principal  of  a  grade  school,  one  high  school  teacher,  three  sixth  ajid 
seventh  grade  teachers,  one  second  grade,  one  sub-primary  and  one  kinder- 
garten teacher,  four  teachers  of  rural  schools,  including  the  head  of 
the  Model  Rural  School,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Normal 
School,  and  three  students  of  the  school.  The  varied  interests,  prob- 
lems and  points  of  view  made  the  work  of  the  class  unusually  intereat- 
ing  and  profitable. 

A  week's  lectures  on  children's  books,  by  Miss  Massee,  of  the  chil- 
dren's department  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library,  were  of  great  value. 
The  class  gained  not  only  authorative  information,  but  an  understanding 
and  delight  in  the  atmosphere  of  beautiful  books. 

Talks  on  the  use  of  pictures  and  on  the  work  of  the  Library  Commis- 
sion completed  the  course,  which,  from  the  point  of  view  of  general  in- 
terest and  appreciation,  was  the  best  of  the  four  years. 


MARQUETTE  NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 

GRACB  E.   SALISBL'KY,  INSTRUCTOR, 

The  course  in  librai-j'  methods  offered  in  the  Northern  Normal  School, 
Marquette,  Mich.,  through  the  interest  and  effort  of  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Spencer,  of  the  State  Library,  has  been  met  with  cordial  interest  and 
co-operation  in  the  school.  Two  accredited  courses  have  been  offered. 
One  has  been  a  six  week's  lecture  course,  which  has  included  lectures 
on  the  organization  and  use  of  school  libraries,  book  selection,  the  use 
of  the  individual  book,  story  telling,  reference  books,  work  with  pictures 
in  the  school,  and  children's  literature. 

The  second  course  offered  has  been  a  12  weeks'  credit  course,  includ- 
ing all  the  work  of  the  first  course  and  also  six  weeks  of  technical  work, 
classifying,  catiili^ng,  etc.     Iu   this   latter  course  practical  work  has 
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been  required  from  the  studentf  clectiog  it.  Eight  students  have  been 
taking  the  second  course,  and  12  have  been  tnking  the  six  weeks'  credit 
course.  Among  those  electing  this  work  have  he*n  active  teachers  and 
two  school  princiiials. 

Great  interest  and  enthusiasm  lias  been  shown  by  the  members  of 
the  class,  and  the  outlook  for  school  libraries  and  intelligent  library 
work  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  seems  verj-  hopeful.  Not  a  little  of  the 
success  of  the  course  has  been  dne  to  the  active  co-operation  of  the  presi- 
dent and  teachers  of  the  Marquette  school.  Miss  Grace  E.  Salisbury,  of 
Whitewater,  Wis.,  has  had  charge  of  the  course,  and  has  given  the 
general  lectures  and  lectures  on  storv-telling,  picture  work  and  chil- 
dren's literature.  Mr.  Walter,  vice-director  of  the  library  school  at 
Albany,  N,  Y,,  has  given  the  course  in'reference  books. 

Many  of  the  lectures  have  been  attended  by  students  not  electing  the 
course,  from  50  to  3(H)  attending  the  special  lectures,  according  to  the 
popularity  of  the  subject  treated. 

A  model  library  of  500  books  was  furnished  by  the  State  Library  for 
the  work,  as  was  also  a  good  working  library  and  an  exhibit  of  pictures 
from  their  loan  collection.  A  large  collection  of  pictures  illustrating 
everyday  picture  work  in  tlie  school  was  brought  from  Whitewater. 


MT.  PLEASANT  CENTRAL  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

BVaZL  a.   SAWYER,   INSTRUCTOR. 

The  fourth  year  of  the  course  in  Library  methods  for  school  teachers 
given  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissionera 
was  held  June  2><th  to  August  fith.  inclusive.  The  object  of  the  course 
was  to  help  teachers  in  the  rural  and  graded  schools  who  have  school 
libraries  to  buy  in  the  selection  of  the  best  books.  Instruction  in  the 
principles  of  selection  was  given,  and  a  j?reat  deal  of  time  was  spent  in 
the  examination  and  criticism  of  a  model  library  of  500  books  provided 
for  this  purpose  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  Techni- 
cal work  in  simple  cataloging,  classifying,  etc.,  vrsia  provided  for  those 
who  had  libraries  to  administer.  These  courses  had  a  r^ular  place  on 
the  school  curriculum  and  credit  was  giveu  to  students  satisfactorily 
completing  the  work. 

Although  the  number  of  students  actually  enrolled  in  these  courses 
was  small,  we  have  come  into  closer  touch  with  a  greater  number  of 
students  this  year  than  ever  before.  Two  of  the  English  teachers  gave 
up  their  regular  class  room  work  for  a  week,  and  during  that  time  their 
students  took  a  brief  course  in  children's  literature  given  by  Miss  May 
Massee,  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library,  and  an  outline  of  the  best  school 
reference  books,  given  by  the  regular  instructor  in  Library  methods. 
These  lectures  were  veri'  well  receiveil,  and  the  students  expressed  them- 
selves as  much  interested  and  greatly  heli»ed  by  the  work.  In  this 
way  between  40  and  50  students  have  been  reached,  besides  others  who 
have  been  interested  in  looking  over  the  model  library.,  (^,OOQlC 
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STATE  FEDEBATroX  OF  WOMEX'K  fLUBS. 

REPOBT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

At  the  opening;  of  the  present  club  year,  your  chnirmnn  arldressed  a 
letter  to  the  head  of  the  Library  coniiiHttee  of  the  General  Federation 
of  Women's  ClubB,  ankinc  fop  snugestionn  and  plans  to  carry  on  a  more 
extended  and  succesafiil  work.  A  part  of  her  reply  was  as  follows: 
"It  seems  to  me  that  no  more  valnable  work  could  be  done  than  that 
you  are  undeilnldng  in  your  state,  of  extending  the  use  of  traveling 
libraries  and  coming;  into  closer  contact  with  the  rural  schools."  And 
your  committee  has  followed  tliese  lines  of  work,  viz:  To  aim  to  have 
rural  school  libraries  extended  and  better  equipped  and  the  library  aid 
offered  by  the  state  better  known.  Our  motto  has  been  "Good  reading 
for  all  of  tlie  people."  We  have  urged  the  clnba  to  ap|>oint  library  com- 
mittees, we  have  sent  letters  to  county  school  commissioners  in  behalf 
of  libriipies  in  rural  school  districts  and  we  have  given  talks  al>out 
State  Library  aid  when  occasion  appeared.  Tliat  some  advance  has  been 
made  is  shown  by  the  reports  of  the  commitiee,  a  brief  summary  of 
which  is  all  our  time  allows, 

Tn  ^he  second  district  all  of  the  cities  and  towns  are  well  supplied 
with  firoulating  libraries  and  most  of  the  rural  districts  have  good 
school  libraries.  At  the  county  fair  in  Kalamazoo,  a  traveling  library 
was  shown  and  the  plan  of  its  use  explained. 

In  the  third  district  the  county  school  conmiissioncrs  have  taken  more 
than  usual  interest  in  snpplying  the  rural  schools  with  good  books. 
Several  district  teachers  liave  placed  traveling  libraries  in  their  schools 
for  use  during  the  winter. 

Your  committee  of  the  fourth  district  reports  having  communicated 
with  everv-  club  in  her  territory  with  good  results.  Some  cluhs  have 
taken  interest  in  helping  the  district  school  libraries,  and  some  are  using 
the  state  traveling  libraries  in  their  club  study  work.  The  reports 
from  the  county  school  commissioners,  too,  have  been  satisfactory.  The 
officers  in  country  districts  are  awakening  to  the  fact  tliat  the  public 
money  cannot  be  diverted  to  other  uses,  and  in  some  districts  they  are 
voting  from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  extra  for  library  books. 

Your  committee  of  the  fifth  district  was  honored  by  being  elected 
president  of  the  State  Association  of  Libi-arians  at  its  recent  meeting 
in  Saginaw.  Under  her  sui>ervi8ion  and  advice  the  school  library  in 
Ionia  has  been  well  catalogued  and  thus  made  of  more  use  to  both 
teachers  and  students.  She  has  several  instances  furnished  lists  of  de- 
sirable books  for  small  libraries  and  in  various  ways  has  sought  to  in- 
spire that  spirit  and  enthnsiasm  in  librai-j-  work  which  she  says  cannot 
be  measured, 

A  very  complete  reiiort  from  the  sixth  district  shows  substantial  gains 
in  library  interests.  The  larger  towns,  Lansing,  Flint,  Pontine  and 
Howell   are   supplied   with    good    libraries   which   are   well   patronized. 
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Genesee.  Oakland  and  Livingston  counties  have  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  distriut  libraries,  with  an  average  of  ninety-seven  books  each.  This 
committee  has  given  two  addresses  at  tlie  request  of  clube  on  State 
Library  aid. 

The  school  commissioners  in  the  eighth  district  are  interested  in  bet- 
tering the  condition  of  rural  district  librariea  and  have  shown  the  club 
women  much  appreciation  in  their  library  work. 

Your  conmiittee  of  the  ninth  district  reports  circular  letters  sent 
to  all  of  the  county  school  commisBioners  in  the  district  with  replies 
received  from  six  who  state  tbat  library  conditions  have  improved  in 
their  rural  districts  during  the  year.  The  clubs  have  generally  re- 
sponded to  the  request  to  appoint  library  comniiftees.  The  Hart  Women's 
Progressive  Club  raised  forty-two  dollars  for  the  Hart  high  school  li- 
brary. The  Ladies  Literary  Club  of  Hart  contributed  thirty  dollars 
and  one  hundi-ed  volumes  to  the  rural  schools  in  the  district.  In 
Muskegon  county  seventy  district  schools  out  of  ninety-four  maintain 
libraries. 

Your  committee  of  the  tenth  district  had  an  opportunity  to  speak-on 
traveling  libraries  before  representative  women  from  every  township  in 
Emmet  county.  Petoskey  has  a  new  Carnegie  library  building  completed 
and  ready  for  the  furnishing. 

The  ninth  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 
came  into  my  hands  a  short  time  ago.  Wome  of  the  papers  contain  ex- 
cellent and  helpful  suggestions  and  advice  for  the  care  and  use  of 
libraries,  the  selection  of  books,  etc.  1  wish  a  copy  of  this  report  could 
be  sent  to  every  teacher  and  every  librarian  in  the  state. 

Evervwhere  is  emphasized  the  fact  that  in  the  schools  and  among 
the  young  is  where  the  energy  of  library  work  should  be  most  expended, 
for  it  is  the  habit  of  reading  good  books  in  youth  that  does  most  to 
form  the  character  and  influence  the  life.  By  reading  good  books  the 
plastic  natures  and  flexible  opinions  of  the  young  are  molded  into  that 
intelligence  that  means  the  best  citizenship.  We  urge  every  woman's 
club  to  adopt  the  motto  "Good  rending  for  all  of  the  peojjle"  and  to 
do  its  full  share  in  the  work  of  library  extension. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNA  A.  PALMER, 
Chairman  Library  Extension  Committee. 
M.  S.  F.  W.  0. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  TEACHEKS'  ASSOCIATION. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MKETING  OF  THE  LIBRARY  SECTION  OF  THE    STATE    TEACHERS' 
ASSOCIATION  AT  SAGINAW,  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  29.  1909. 

Riipt.  W.  F.  Ijcivis,  of  Port  Huron,  presided  over  the  section,  the  at- 
tendance at  whkh  overtaxed  the  room. 

The  first  address  was  given  by  Miss  Edna  Lyman,  of  Chicago,  the  well- 
known  specialist  in  the  art  of  ston'-telling,  entitled  "The  purpose  and 
results  of  tellin)^  stories  to  children,  and  the  gain  to  the  children  from 
different  types  of  stories."  At  the  conclusion  of  her  address,  Miss  Lyman 
told  two  stories  illusti-ative  of  some  of  the  features  of  her  remarks. 

MisB  G.  M.  Walton,  of  Ypsilanti.  then  made  an  address,  choosing  for 
her  subject  "What  the  library  can  do  for  the  teacher." 

Miss  Florence  Hopkins,  of  Detroit,  followed  with  a  paper  on  "What 
the  library  can  do  for  the  high  school  pupil."  This  paper  was  discussed 
by  Miss  Elsie  DeLamarter,  of  Lansing. 

Mr.  H,  R,  Pattengill  took  the  place  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Bailey  on  the  program 
and  s[M)ke  of  the  gi-eat  library  work  outside  of  the  schools  and  of  the 
work  done  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  He  dwelt 
largely  on  the  traveling  libraries  and  special  libraries  sent  out  from  the 
State  Library  to  the  nooks  and  corners  of  the  state,  whenever  and  where- 
ever  requested,  at  a  merely  nominal  exi>ense. 

Supt.  E.  E.  Ferguson,  of  Sault  Stc.  Marie,  was  called  upon  to  give 
some  experiences  with  children's  nse  of  books.  One  incident  where 
"Tom  Brown's  school  days"  was  largely  read  for  a  time  when  made 
compulsori'  and  neglected  the  rest  of  the  year  prove<i  to  bis  satisfaction 
that,  the  children  were  not  mature  enough  for  the  l>ook.  There  is  some- 
thing wrong  when  the  children  take  from  the  library  one  prescribed 
book  and  another  taken  from  choice. 

Mr.  Samuel  U,  Ranck,  librarian  of  the  Public  Library,  Grand  Rapids, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  very  often  the  reading  prescribed  for  children 
was  beyond  their  intellect  and  consaiuently,  appreciation.  There  is 
also  a  great  difference  in  the  rapidity  wherewith  different  children  read. 
One  child  will  read  six  times  as  rapidly  as  another  and  get  more  out 
of  it..  We  should  be  prompted  by  this  to  develop  rapid  and  accurate 
reading.    This  can  be  done  onlj-  by  exjierience. 

Mr.  Pattengill  cited  the  idea  of  Supt.  Ferguson,  of  Sanit  Ste.  Marie, 
of  furnishing  each  child  with  a  little  book  inscribed  with  his  name, 
in  which  the  titles  of  the  books  he  reads  are  noted.  This  leads  to  pride 
in  reading,  in   selection  of  books,  and  makes  a  record  of  his  reading 


E.  E.   Fei^son,  of  Sault  Ste.   Marie,  was  elected  president;  David 
E.  Heineman,  of  Detroit,  was  elected  secretary. 

DAVID  E.  HEINEMAN, 

Secretary. 
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"THE  PURPOSE  AND  RESULTS  OF  TELLING  STORIES  TO  CHIL- 
DREN AND  THE  GAIN  TO  THE  CHILDREN  FROM 
DIFFERENT  TYPES  OF  STORIES." 

MISS   EDNA   LYMAN,  CHICAGO, 

T  am  liere  to  present  no  nevr  tlienie,  for  I  realize  that  it  is  long  since 
the  educational  journals  began  to  present  the  subject  of  story-telling 
in  its  varied  phases. 

It  is,  rather,  because  I  fear  the  novelty  has  worn  off,  that  I  would 
speak  to  you  as  one  who  stands  outside  the  schoolroom,  yet  bas  often 
stood  within  it,  and  would  gladly  do  somewhat  to  encourage  the  belief 
in  storytelling,  either  in  school  or  out. 

We  often  take  up  a  new  idea  with  eagerness,  then  we  read  about  it, 
and  hear  about  it,  and  our  belief  in  it  increases,  but  we  are  eager  for 
results,  and  we  do  not  see  them  at  once,  so  our  enthusiasm  wanes,  and 
doubt  creeps  in,  the  vag\ie  uneasiness,  lest  we  have  taken  up  a  fad, 
something  whicb  has  sprung  up  without  root  and  will  perish  with  the 
hot  rays  of  the  sun. 

So  I  like  to  remind  you  of  the  words  of  Henry  VaA  Dyck  which,  while 
spoken  of  life  might  equally  well  have  been  spoken  of  work,  words  which 
hold  within  them  the  source  of  continued  power:  "In  every  life  worth 
writing  about,"  he  says,  "there  is  a  ruling  passion,  the  very  pulse  of  the 
machine.  Unless  you  touch  that,  vou  are  groping  round  outside  of  real- 
ity." 

If  we  ai-e  to  use  storj'tclling  as  the  art  it  is,  and  through  art  reach 
the  hearts  of  humanity  it  will  be  because  we  ourselves  are  controlled 
by  the  ruling  passion. 

Both  the  school  and  the  library  have  taken  the  book  as  the  medium 
through  which  the  truth  may  call,  but  have  we  not  forgotten  often  what 
the  real  value  of  the  book  is,  and  been  led  into  believing  that  there  was 
some  value  in  the  act  of  reading,  itself? 

What  we  really  want  is,  that  the  printed  page  shall  s{)eak  to  the 
child  and  become  a  living  thing,  and  that  life  a  i>art  of  himself.  There 
is  no  way  that  can  so  perfectly  accomplish  this,  as  to  take  the  story  out 
of  the  mechanical  diCaculties  of  the  book  and  set  it  free  in  the  form  of 
oral  presentation.  Then,  all  that  is  Iwst  and  noblest  goes  unhampered 
to  the  heart  of  the  listening  child. 

As  a  result  of  a  personal  attempt  to  solve  the  problem,  how  can  the 
librarian  make  the  book  a  vital  thing.  And  a  practical  trial  of  the  use 
of  stories  in  the  school  room,  I  have  come  to  feel  toward  the  question, 
"What  is  the  value  of  storytelling  for  children?"  very  much  like  the 
dormouse  in  Alice  in  Wonderland. 

They  were  discussing  drawing  and  the  dormouse  said,  "Let's  draw 
things  beginning  with  M."  "Why  with  M?"  said  Alice.  "Why  not?" 
aaid  the  dormouse. 
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The  reason  for  storytelling  seem  bo  obrioUB,  that  one  is  almost  in- 
clined to  demand  a  defense  for  not  employing  story-telling,  rathar  than 
a  plea  for  its  nse. 

No  work  is  great  beyond  tlie  greatness  of  its  aim.  No  child  lives  a 
life  beyond  the  limits  of  bis  ideals.  The  library  and  the  school  are  both 
responsible  to  a  large  degree  for  his  ideals  of  literature  and  of  life — they 
are  the  things  he  desires  to  read  and  to  be  and  the  two  are  so  interlaced 
they  are  like  the  warp  and  the  woof  of  cloth, 

Mr.  Hervey  says,  "The  deepest  thing  a  teacher  does  is  to  form  taste. 
But  all  taste  grows  slowly,  by  unconscions  accretion. 

The  Chinese  money-changer  sets  his  apprentice  at  work  handling  good 
money  only.  For  ten  years  be  touches  nothing  else.  He  can  then  detect 
a  counterfeit  coin.  How?  Perhaps  he  cannot  tell  how.  His  way  is 
surer,  deei>er.    He  feels  it.    He  has  taste." 

All  this  care  and  training  merely  to  be  able  to  detect  the  true  from 
the  false  in  a  commercial  medium  of  exchange!  Is  it  less  worth  while 
to  train  the  menial  touch  till  it  can  chooi<e  between  the  false  and  the 
true,  the  gold  and  the  dross? 

And  this  training  must  be  of  the  same  character  as  that  of  the  money- 
changer. The  best,  the  be»t  until  that  becomes  the  child's  wily  natural 
standard  of  judgment.  Kince  judgment  develops  so  late,  we  must  act  as 
.  judgment  to  a  certain  extent,  giving  him  opportunity  to  become  saturated 
with  the  best  in  literature,  in  art,  and  in  the  spiritual  relations  of  life. 

Elizabeth  llcCracken  gives  an  experience  with  a  book  in  the  tenements 
of  New  York  which  seems  apropos. 

"One  rhriatmas,"  she  says,  speaking  of  a  woman  she  knew  in  the 
slum  district  of  New  York,  "I  gave  her  little  girl  a  copy  of  Grimm's 
fairy  tales.  The  next  time  I  met  the  mother  I  inquired  whethw  the 
child  had  been  interested  in  the  stories.  "Yes,  she  was  that,"  was  the 
reply,  "She  got  a  lot  o'  pleasure  outer  that  book^ — an'  "  she  added  with 
a  shy  smile,  "so  did  I."  "I  suppose  you  read  it  to  her?"  I  said.  "No," 
answei-ed  the  woman,  "I  didn't;  I  read  it  to  myself  after  she  was  in 
bed,  which  was  the  only  time  1  got  a  chauce  at  it,  so  took  up  was  she 
reading  it  herself,  5Iaybe  it  was  silly"  she  continued,  "but  I  did  enjoy 
them  stories.  One  night  I  felt  awful  discouraged  an'  kinder  blue,  an' 
I  read  Kome  o'  'em,  'bout  kings  and  princes  with  ev'rything  so 
goreous,  and  they  s^ort  o'  siKirkled  my  feelings  till  I  felt  heartened  up. 
If  I'd  a  kuowed,"  she  said,  "what  a  'mount  o'  pleasure  books  has,  I'd  er 
took  to  readin'  'em  long  before  I  did." 

The  situation  of  the  average  child  is  identical  with  that  of  this  woman ; 
if  he  had  any  idea  the  amount  of  pleasure  there  is  in  the  fine  old  books 
all  about  him  nothing  would  keep  him  from  reading  them.  Nothing 
does  hold  him  back,  when  he  discovers  he  goes  on  with  determination 
in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  such  is  the  dynamic  form  of  desire. 

As  Oellett  Burgess  says  in  his,  "Are  you  a  bromide?"  No  class  of 
people  in  all  the  world  desire  to  do  as  the  crowd  does,  to  wear  what 
they  wear,  and  read  what  they  read,  none  are  so  unwilling  to  try  an- 
usual  things  as  children.  Catch  the  first  sheep,  so  to  speak,  with  a 
story,  send  him  over  the  fence  and  all  others  will  follow. 

This  is  the  experience  of  e^■ery  one,  I  think,  who  has  put  thought  and 
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jBtiidy  Qpon  the  sobject,  and  what  more  natural  way  to  create  desire 
ttian  to  reply  to  one  -already  expressed  by  every  child  ? 

I  sometimes  feel  that  we  grown  folk  can  never  do  more  than  look  over 
the  wall  which  divides  the  land  of  childhood  from  our  own;  we  have 
forgotten  their  language,  we  do  not  understand  their  customs,  we  cannot 
remember  the  significance  of  their  festivals— in  a  word,  we  are  intrudere. 

And  yet — is  that  a  hidden  spring  I  feel  in  this  dividing  wall,  is  there 
perchance  a  secret  gate  to  enter  for  those  who  know  the  magic  touch? 
If  so,  it  is  the  gate  of  "Once  upon  a  time,"  no  other  password  will  ever 
give  admittance. 

If  I  were  a  teacher,  I  should  consider  one  of  my  greatest  assets  was 
the  subtle  ))ower  which  lies  in  stori- -telling  to  create  the  bond  of  friend- 
ship, the  atmosphere  of  comradeship  which  makes  your  standards  and 
the  children's  one,  and  gives  to  all  relations  a  new  breadth  and  under- 
standing based  on  a,  point  of  contact  entirely  outside  the  sense  of  some- 
thing to  be  learned.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  one  refusing  to  tell  a 
story  because  the  children  had  been  disobedient,  but  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  there  might  be  times  when  a  bit  of  fun  in  the  form  of  ai  story 
would  more  satisfactorily  accomplish  a  desired  reform  than  any  amount 
of  discipline. 

But  quite  apart  from  the  schoolroom  atmosphere,  which  we  see  so 
quickly  changed  by  the  relaxing  of  the  little  bodies  in  the  sense  of  en- 
joyment in  a  good  story  well  told,  aside  from  the  high  standards  we 
may  give  by  which  the  children  may  unconsciously  judge  their  own 
stories,  and  the  man'elous  storehouse  of  literature  which  may  be  dis- 
covered to  them  through  story-telling  there  are  other  things  which  this 
great  art  stands  ready  to  give  or  to  develop. 

There  is  one  thing  which.  I  feel  we  are  particufarly  prone  to  forget  in 
the  school-room,  and  that  is  the  function  of  all  art.  The  purpose  of  all 
art  is  to  give  joy,  the  joy  in  line,  in  color,  in  form,  in  sound,  in  interpreta- 
tion, in  representation,  it  makes  no  difi'erence  what  medium  it  uses, 
the  desire  is  to  waken  tlie  sense  of  pleasure  in  the  soul  of  man. 

So  let  ns  keep  storj'-telling.  even  in  the  schoolroom,  in  its  proper 
realm,  and  let  it  be  a  delight  to  the  children. 

I  know  story-telling  is  much  valued  for  the  possibility  it  offers  for 
a  return  from  the  child  in  the  form  of  reproduction ;  that  has  its  place, 
but  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  usurp  all  storytelling,  Some  stories 
ought  to  be  told  just  for  the  joy  they  give,  and  not  pulled  out  and 
dissected  the  very  nest  time  opportunity  offers. 

What  would  a  symphony  or  a  drama  mean  to  you,  if  some  one  stood 
ready  to  make  you  repi-oduce  it  ?  Would  you  not  come  to  di-ead  what  once 
had  been  a  pleasure? 

There  are  things  ai  child  cannot  express,  which  would  much  better  be 
left  as  an  inspiration  and  an  enjoyment,  rather  than  robbed  of  their 
real  value  in  an  effort  to  find  out  what  be  knows  about  them.  There  is 
much  material  which  can  be  wisely  utilized  for  retelling,  for  dramatiza- 
tion, or  illustration,  but  let  him  feel  there  are  some  things  just  to  be 
loved,  and  not  to  be  ultimately  used  as  tasks. 

We  will  find  that  the  nnoonscions  influence  of  a  beautiful  story  will 
show  itself  in  ways  we  least  expected,  and  will  develop  the  nature 
of  the  child  as  the  sunlight  brings  color  to  the  petals  of  the  flower. 
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The  great  thought  of  the  day  recognizes  the  fact  that  educatioD  is 
not  merel.i-  to  teach  men  to  know,  but  to  teach  them  to  live,  and  so  it 
is  far  more  important  that  the  story  shall  be  used  for  that  purpose  than 
for  the  purpose  of  impnrting  information. 

Incidentally,  we  find  that  children,  whose  thoughts  are  like  the  thistle- 
down, now  here,  now  there,  gain  the  power  of  concentration,  held  by 
the  power  of  the  story-teller. 

In  the  same  way,  sound  has  an  opportunity  to  win  its  way  to  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  child  through  the  oral  rendering  of  literature,  and  so 
he  is  influenced  in  the  use  of  language.  You  know  how  much  more 
rapidly  the  child  gains  his  vocabulary  from  what  he  hears  than  he  does 
from  his  books.  Hearing  an  expression,  he  makes  it  his  own  and  this 
is  no  more  true  of  what  he  hears  in  the  home  and  on  the  street,  than 
it  will  be  of  the  stories  to  which  be  gives  his  undivided  and  enthralled 
attention.  It  is  only  hearing  and  repeating,  hearing  and  repeating 
pure  English  that  will  ever  offset  the  influence  of  the  poverty  of  good 
English  in  the  many  homes  and  the  influence  of  foreign  tongues  upon 
our  language. 

We  cannot'afford  to  be  less  rigid  in  our  demands  for  beautiful  diction 
than  are  the  French  who  prize  their  language  so  hi^ly  that  those  who 
cannot  speak  it  with  purity,  elegance  and  fluency  are  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  teaching,  no  matter  what  their  ability  in  the  latter  direc- 
tion. We  have  spoken  of  the  power  to  create  a  standard  of  literature 
whichstory-telling  has.  We  must  remember  that  in  presenting  the  old 
fairy  and  folk  tales,  the  fables  and  hero  stories  thus,  we  are  restoring 
to  them  all  the  original  charm  which  was  theirs  and  which  has  been  very 
largely  lost  in  enslaving  them  in  the  printed  book.  Analyzing  them, 
we  can  but  marvel  at  the  combination  of  strength,  beauty,  humor  and 
imagination  which  they  contain,  and  realizing  the  full  value  of  these 
qualities,  we  shall  see  at  once  that  they  cannot  fail  to  influence 
the  mind  of  the  child.  Think  of  the  limitations  of  the  average  child's 
environment  into  which  such  stories  may  be  brought,  and  one  cannot  fail 
to  see  how  much  the\-  must  waken  interest  in  a  world  of  things  outside 
himself  which  he  has  never  known.  Many  thiugs  which  he  fancied  he 
cai-ed  nothing  for,  l)ecame  fascinating  fields  of  interest  when  he  has 
had  his  attention  held  by  a  story  of  them.  It  is  not  difficult  to  live  the 
life  of  another  to  understand  his  joys  and  sorrows  if  we  have  learned  to 
use  our  imaginations.  Children  never  learn  by  preaching,  but  a  con- 
crete example  appeals  to  the  inner  self,  be  it  imaginary  or  real,  with  a 
force  which  stimulates  to  action. 

This  age  is  far  too  material,  too  given  over  to  the  commercial  aspect 
of  life,  too  little  appreciative  of  the  world  of  art  and  nature,  of  beauty 
and  poetrj-  and  music.  In  the  extremities  of  life  it  not  the  material 
world  Vhich  brings  us  comfort,  but  the  world  of  thought,  of  ideas. 

Unless  we  early  bring  children  to  appreciate  these  things,  their  tastes 
will  be  formed,  set  beyond  the  possibility  of  remodeling. 

We  are  so  new  a  country  that  we  have  no  background  of  music,  no 
folklore  which  is  the  peoples,  and  the  schools  must  make  up  as  nearly  as 
possible  for  the  loss  to  the  nation  in  the  lack  of  such  cultural  influences. 

I  might  mention  the  I'alue  which  storytelling  has  of  presenting  the 
laws  of  cause  and  effect  which  operate  in  daily  life,  the  longing  for  the 
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unusual  wbich  it  Batiafies,  the  appreciation  of  delicate  humor  which  it 
creates,  and  many  another  result,  but  you  Icnow  them  as  well  as  I. 

The  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  these  things  do  not  happen 
in  a  moment  One  should  not  expect  modifications  of  character,  or 
acquisitions  of  taste  in  one  storj'  honr.  Such  things  as  taste,  literary  dis- 
crimination and  appreciation  are  only  fully  acquired  by  slow  changes. 

That  such  changes  take  place  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  with  the 
use  of  the  Kobin  Hood  stories  in  the  slums,  of  King  Arthur  and  William 
Tell,  of  Tigurd  and  Sir  Roland  and  countless  other  heroes  among  the 
children  of  all  classes.  Environment  and  heredity  seem  to  make  no 
essential  difference  in  the  appeal  of  a  hero  to  the  child's  desire  to  imitate. 
Such  things,  of  course,  are  possible  only  through  artistic  work,  not  of  all 
telling  of  stories. 

Too  much  story-telling  is  almost  entirely  lacking  in  purpose,  and  seems 
to  consist  for  the  most  part  of  the  repetition,  verbatim,  of  a  few  stories 
which  have  little  or  no  relation  to  the  life  of  the  cMld  and  less  to  art. 

To  those  who  are  in  touch  with  the  '"ruling- passion"  story-telling  will 
tnean  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  years  of  childhood,  a  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  literature  as  related  to  children,  training  in  the 
art,  and  a  deep  consciousness  of  its  significance. 


"WHAT  THE  LIBRARY  CAN  DO  FOR  THE  TEACHER." 

MIS8   O.    M.    WALTON,    LIBR.\RIAX   ST.VTB    XORMAL    COLLEGE,    YPSILANTI,    MICH. 

I  have  always  been  conservative  in  all  things,  including  eilucational 
methods,  and  so  have  held  that  learning  rules  by  rote  was  not  such  a 
bad  practice  after  all,  for  there  always  cornea  a  time  when  your  prob- 
lems will  be  solved,  and  you  will  then  have  a  peg  to  hang  your  knowl- 
edge on ;  and  when  I  sat  down  to  write  on  the  subject  assigned  to  me  by 
your  chairman,  and  my  friend  of  many  years,  Mr.  Lewis,  one  of  those  old 
formulae  came  to  my  rescue:  "Invert  the  terms  of  the  divisor  and  pro- 
ceed as  in  multiplication."  Now  my  whole  experience  in  library  work 
has  been  seeing  what  the  teacher  can  do  for  the  library — so  today  I 
will  simply  invert  my  tenns  and  pi-oceed  according  to  the  even  tenor  of 
my  professional  ways,  and  as  my  knowledge  has  been  generously  multi- 
plied through  intercourse  with  teachers,  I  will  endeavor  to  still  further 
enrich  myself  by  giving  you  what  I  can  on  the  subject  before  vs. 

The  phrasing  of  the  subject  leaves  the  librarian  out  of  the  equation 
and  it  also  leaves  out  the  school — but,  as  the  librarian  is  the  instru- 
ment in  the  library  responsible  for  much  that  it  may  do  for  the  teacher, 
and,  as  the  teacher  wants  quite  as  much  help  for  his  school  as  for 
himself,  we  will  give  the  broadest  meaning  to  both  terms,  library  and 
teacher. 

The  dictionary  says  that  a  library  is  a  collection  of  books  not  for 
sale,  and  that  a  teacher  is  one  that  instructs;  and  Pr.  Johnsou  tells 
us  there  are  two  kinds  of  knowledge:     one,  to  know  a  thing  and  the 
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other  to  know  where  to  find  a  thing.  Shall  we  not  therefore  say  that 
the  teacher  knows — and  the  librariaa  knows  where  to  find;  and  thus 
realize  at  once  the  vital  necessity  for  the  closest  intercourse  and  inter- 
dependence between  the  two. 

First,  just  what  is  our  problem  regarding  libraries?  We  hare  the 
large  public  library,  like  Detroit  and  Grand  Rapids ;  the  reference  library, 
like  the  Normal  College  and  tbe  Hojt  Library  of  Saginaw,  where  a 
niagniflcient  example  has  been  set  forth  for  years  of  what  the  library 
can  do  for  the  teacher.  Next  we  have  the  smaller  town  with  its  small 
library,  then  the  school  library;  generally  a  high  school  library,  and 
in  too  few  cases  we  have  the  class  room  library,  and  finally  the  teachers' 
private  library;  each  has  its  several  and  separate  functions,  but  also 
each  has  the  one  great  oflice  to  the  teacher,  namely,  to  help  him  to 
broader  fields  of  usefulness  through  a  larger  preparation  for  his  work. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  is  the  problem  re^rding  the  teacher?  My 
work  has  been  largely  with  three  kinds  of  teachers :  First,  teachers  who 
are  masters  of  their  subjects,  and  know  what  they  want  their  students 
to  read,  and  who  siaiply  need  my  assistance  in  finding  the  material  as- 
signed. These  great  teachers  of  our  Michigan  State  Normal  College, 
both  as  scholars  and  as  teachers,  are  held  in  profouodest  esteem,  and 
they  have  made  the  library  in  which  I  serve,  tiiough  their  selection  of 
its  books;  may  I  name  but  three?  Prof.  Daniel  Putnam,  Prof,  Julia 
King,  and  Prof.  Strong. 

Hecond,   The  yonnger  members  of  our  faculty,  who  have    had    fine 
academic  training,  but  fewer  years  of  teaching — and  last,  the  great  body  . 
of  students  who  are  teaching  id  onr  training  school,  always  over  two 
hundred  each  term, — making  over  six  hundred  during  the  year. 

With  these  several  classes  of  teachers  I  find  that  in  almost  exact  pro- 
portion to  the  frankness  with  which  they  come  to  me  regarding  their 
work  and  their  wants,  I  am  able  to  be  of  service  to  them — so  I  would 
say  that  in  the  largest  sense,  the  answer  to  '■'How  the  Library  Can  Help 
the  Teacher"  is,  through  a  close  and  friendly  professioual  intercourse. 
There  may  be  good  methods  and  machinery  for  getting  the  books  from  the 
library  into  tbe  hands  of  the  teacher,  but  only  when  the  librarian  under- 
stands the  work  and  the  problems  of  the  individual  teacher,  can  this 
work  be  done  heartily  and  with  sure  promise  of  success.  We  must  know 
each  other  better,  and  like  each  other  far  better  than  we  do,  for  we 
are  almost  absolutely  dependent  upon  each  other;  each  haa  a  stock  in 
trade  which  is  of  imparative  necessity  to  the  other. 

What  have  we  that  you  want : 

1.  Books — Is  there  a  half  hour  in  the  day  that  you  do  not  need  one 

for  yourself  or  for  a  student? 

2.  Magazines — With  their  wealth  now  easily  available  through  periodi- 

cal indexes. 

3.  Training,  more  or  less  adequate,  in  searching  for  all  kinds  of  ma- 

terial for  your  use. 

4.  Book  lists  and  biblit^raphies  on  special  subjects: 

Helps  in  story  telling. 

Lists  for  special  day  programs. 

Halloween — Ghost  stories. 

Nature  study — Birds.  ^ 
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Bcx^s  that  lup:b  Bchool  girls  like. 
'  Graded  lists,  fiction  lists,  class  room  libraries  for  public  schools 
listed  by  grades. 
Indexes  to  stories. 
Lists  of  new  books. 

These  and  many  more  are  always  waiting  for  you  in  any  average 
library — and  there  is  far  more  that  yon  can  get  for  the  asking..  For 
example:  First,  help,  both  dii-ect  and  indirect — with  particular  chil- 
dren. The  librarian  sees  quite  a  different  side  of  the  child  often  from 
that  known  to  the  teacher, — and  can  be  of  infinite  service,  for  the 
teacher  generally  must  see  him  in  the  group,  while  the  librarian  can 
touch  the  individual.  I-ku'h  has  a  certain  advantage-— each  needs  the 
help  of  the  other. 

Second,  the  specific  books  you  want,  for  which  the  librarian  is  only  too 
glad  to  liave  your  aid  in  book  selection. 

Third,  a  special  place  reserved  for  the  use  of  teachers,  where  often 
books  and  papers  may  be  in  readiness  for  you,  if  you  make  known  your 
wish. 

Fourth,  short  talks  from  the  librarian  to  your  classea,  either  in  the 
library  or  in  the  class  room.  Very  often  young  people  rather  .dread 
going  to  the  library,  when  they  do  not  know  much  about  it. 

Fifth,  special  regulations  regarding  the  nuiiit>er  of  books  you  may 
take  or  have  transferred  for  a  time  to  your  class  room. 

Hixth,  assistance  from  the  librarian  in  knowing  the  resources  of  the 
library,  its  general  and  special  reference  books,  the  catalog,  the  periodi- 
cal indexes,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  books. 

Test  this  last  the  next  time  .vou  go  to  your  library,  by  saying  to 
the  librarian,  "I  wish  you  would  just  give  me  enough  time  to  make  me  a 
little  more  independent  in  finding  what  I  want,  so  I  would  have  to  go 
to  you  only  as  a  last  resort." 

These  are  some  of  the  specific  services  that  the  library  may  render  the 
teacher,  but  they  are  only  the  small  details  of  the  greater  and  fuller 
meaning  which  should  be  read  into  those  words — Teacher,  Library. 

The  teacher  is  not  the  mere  instructor  of  facts — You  each  know  what 
you  feel  is  yonr  work  in  those  hours  of  zeal  and  illumination  which  come 
to  ail  of  us  when  we  reach  out  toward  the  attainment  of  what  is  great 
and  good  and  really  worth  while  in  life,  if  haply  we  may  find  it. 

The  library  is  not  merely  a  coilectioa  of  books.  It  is  the  mi^ty  voice 
of  knowledge  and  wisdom  calling  out  to  you — and  the  true  function  of 
the  Library  is  to  temper  and  strengthen,  with  knowledge,  and  power, 
the  zeal  of  the  Teacher. 
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'•WHAT  THK  LIBRARY  CAS  DO  FOR  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  PUPIL." 

MI8S     FLORENCE     HOPKIXB.    CENTRAL    HIGU     SCHOOL,    DETBOIT. 

When  we  look  Imck  over  the  history  of  the  library  movement  in 
America  nnd  see  i^hat  has  been  accomplished  within  tlie  past  30  years, 
haTC  we  not  reason  to  expect  many  plans  for  further  development? 
Not  more  than  a  generation  ago,  we  were  contented  with  one  library  for 
each  larjre  rity,  with  the  boolts  behind  the  liars,  no  adequate  catalog, 
no  duplicate  copies,  no  scholarly  director.  Now  we  expect  a  library, 
as  we  expect  a  school,  in  every  village  and  hamlet.  We  have  travelling 
libraries,  branch  libraries,  school  libraries,— with  open  shelves,  dupli- 
cate copies,  and  a  hundred  other  aids.  One  thing  we  lack.  howe\-er, 
seriously  lack,  and  that  is  systematic  instruction  in  the  use  of  reference 
boohs  and  reference  guides,  as  a  part  of  school  requirement. 

It  is  practically  within  the  past  30  years  that  children's  literatiire  has 
received  any  worthy  attention ;  now  almost  every  classic,  in  whatever 
language,  has  been  adapted  and  arranged  for  children's  reading,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  books  of  nature,  of  art,  of  travel,  of  even  children's  refer- 
ence books.  Indeed  the  field  of  juvenile  literature  has  grown  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  require  the  seiTices  of  a  specialist  in  this  line  of  library 
work  in  all  of  our  large  public  libraries,  and. many  of  our  public  schools 
as  well.  Hiese  results  are  very  largely  due  to  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  National  Educational  Association,  and  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation. The  National  Educational  Association  has  devoted  ranch 
thought  to  the  question  of  raising  the  standard  of  general  reading  among 
school  children,  while  the  Ammcan  Library  Association  has  done  all 
within  its  power  to  supply  books  easily  and  cheaply,  being  true  to  its 
motto,  "The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  numl»er  at  the  least  cost." 
what  a  contrast  to  the  barren  text  book  routine  of  our  day ! 

The  effect  of  this  wealth  has  been  a  sudden  enlargement  of  the  horizon 
of  the  4Rs,  No  wonder  this  sudden  enlargement  has,  for  a  time,  dazed 
us  and  detracted  from  the  good  old  method  of  drill.  We  have  gone  to 
the  extreme  of  giving  too  much  reading  to  young  minds  and  expecting 
them  to  digest  beyond  their  powers.  Our  schools  suffer  here,  while  our 
libraries  pride  themselves  on  their  increased  circulation. 

If  our  wealth  has  become  dissipation,  we  must  suffer  from  it  as  we 
do  from  any  dissipation.  To  over  read  or  study  is  as  injurious  as  it  is 
to  over  eat  or  over  train  the  body.  Humanity  has  ever  suffered  from 
the  extreme  and  intense  interpretation  of  good.  Witness  the  distortions 
in  the  name  of  even  religion,  man's  higliest  good.  The  over  conscienti- 
ous Puritans  must  needs  bnrn  the  witches  for  their  souls'  sake.  Many 
a  martyr  has  suffered  for  truth  at  the  hands  of  authority  which  earnestly 
believed  itself  compelled  to  inflict  the  torture  for  truth's  sake.  The 
abuse  of  a  good,  then,  is  no  pi-oof  that  the  good  should  be  withdrawn. 
Rather  let  us  understand  its  relations,  and  use  it,  not  banish  it.  If 
easy  access  to  the  multitude  of  current  novels,  magazines,  even  good 
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reading  of  a  mediocre  grade,  has  detracted,  for  a  time,  from  the  mastery 
of  tlie  fundamental  facts,  let  us  not  banisli  supplementary  reading,  but 
endeavor  to  place  it  in  a  wiser  relationship  to  the  text  book,  laying  a 
foundation  of  drill  upon  which  can  be  erected  a  desire  for  further  study 
for  tbe  pure  love  of  study  itself.  Now  no  department  of  education  can 
miuister  to  this  interest  as  can  the  library,  if  brought  within  the  power 
of  the  pupil  to  use.  A  student  who  has  learned  .from  his  text-book  of 
Homer  and  Plato,  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  impressed  by  seeing  their  com- 
plete works  in  the  various  translations.  I  venture  to  say  that  a  large 
percentage  of  high  school  students  have  never  seen  complete  editions 
of  even  Shakespeare's  plays,  with  leisure  to  browse  over  them  aud  absorb 
the  dfelicate  delight  which  comes  from  the  mere  handling  of  good  books. 
Our  commercial  world  has  recognized  that  if  the  public  are  to  become 
acquainted  with  new  products  they  must  be  seen  and  handled.  Book 
stores  place  the  new  stock  where  it  can  be  looked  over,  even  at  great 
risk.  More  and  more,  libraries  are  beginning  to  open  their  shelves  to 
the  public,  and  accepting  the  loss  as  a  part  of  the  investment.  We  are 
no  longer  satisfied  with  books  behind  the  bars,  but  are  seeking  for  the 
best  methods  of  releasing  them  and  helping  them  to  do  their  full 
amount  of  work  in  the  world.  In  fact  the  library  is  the  college  of  the 
public,  which  no  one  can  outgrow,  and  from  which  no  one  can  be 
graduated.  If  formerly  school  was  a  port  of  life,  now  all  of  life  is  a 
school.  The  school  days  never  end;  the  good  old  aim  to  "get  an  educa- 
tion" has  exceeiled  our  grasp  and  advanced  into  eternity.  We  can  never 
"get  an  education."  Even  the  specialists  despair  of  ever  knowing 
thoroughly  one  little  branch.  Science  has  revealed  the  infinity  of  the 
atom  as  well  as  of  the  stars. 

What  does  all  of  this  growth  in  the  field  of  reference  work  and  cultured 
reading  and  study  argue  but  added  opportunity  and  responsibility  on 
the  part  of  our  public  schools?  We  need  an  instructor  in  this  labora- 
tory of  books.  Our  schools  and  colleges  have  kept  pace  witL  progress  in 
almost  every  line  except  in  that  of  training  pupils  to  use  intelligently 
and  independently  the  ordinary  guides  in  reference  work.  How  many 
of  our  colleges,  even,  give  systematic  instruction  in  the  choice  and  use 
of  books?  Students  know  books  which  happen  to  be  needed  in  their 
own  line  of  work,  but  they,  in  general,  lack  the  power  to  find  and  sift 
material  on  subjects  in  which  they  have  not  been  specially  trained.  Now 
the  plea  which  the  American  Library  Association  and  the  National 
Educational  Association  are  making  is  for  organized  instruction  in  this 
rapidly  growing  field  of  books — for  training  in  the  power  to  handle  refer- 
ence books  rapidly  and  intelligently,  to  make  wise  use  of  all  index  guides, 
special  bibliographies,  card  catalogs,  etc.  It  is  not  a  most  reasonable 
and  desirable  request?  Listen  to  a  few  of  their  arguments,  taken  from 
a  special  report  on  "Instruction  in  Library  Administration  in  NoiToal 
Schools,"  published  in  May  of  1906,  "Instruction  on  the  most  efficient 
use  of  a  library  should  form  as  important  a  part  of  the  curriculum  as 
instruction  in  language  or  in  history.  It  will  exert  more  influence  on 
the  pupil's  future  career  than  any  two  subjects  in  the  course  of  study. 
The  library',  rather  than  the  school,  makes  possible  and  probable  a  con- 
tinuation of  intellectual  activity  and  prc^^ress  after  school  life  is  finished." 
'The  committee  suggests  that  not  less  than  10  lectures  or  class  jieriods 
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be  given  to  this  wort,  with  two  hours'  practice-work  for  each  period — 
3ft  UourB  (minimum)  in  all.  Double  this  time  would  be  better."  And 
again,  from  the  report  of  '99.  "Knowing  how  to  consult  books  for 
information  is  often  of  more  value  than  the  facts  themselves.  How  to 
use  books  is  of  prime  importance  in  education — hence  the  value  of  refer- 
ence book's,  and  the  importance  of  carefnl  and  s.vsteniatic  training  in 
their  use.  •  •  •  Pupils  should,  while  in  school,  be  trained  to  know 
and  to  love  good  literature,  to  use  reference  books,  to  economize  time  in 
reading  through  the  table  of  contents,  page  headings,  etc."  Edward 
Everett  Hale  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  "The  difference  between  an  edu- 
cated i>erson  and  one  not  educated  is  that  the  first  one  knows  how  to 
find  what  he  wants,  and  the  other  does  not."  In  Mies  Kroner's  Guide  to 
the  Studv  of  Reference  Books,  she  quotes  Justin  Winsor  as  saying, 
"I  have  long  knon-n  how  mnch  books  of  reference  fail  of  all  the  good 
they  might  accomplish,  simply  from  ignorance  of  them,  or  inability  to 
use  them  intelligently."  and  from  James  Chalmers,  "The  ability  to"  use 
reference  hooks  repeatedly  and  with  the  minimum  loss  of  time,  is  Jne 
of  the  chief  evidences  of  scholarly  equipment,  and  pupils  should  early 
be  trained  in  this  most  important  branch  of  their  education," 

Is  there  a  better  period  in  our  whole  educational  system  to  begin 
this  work  than  in  the  high  school?  At  high  school  age  the  pupil  is  be- 
ginning to  have  a  desire  for  other  fields  to  conquer.  He  is  ready  for  all 
interests  except  possibly  the  jjrescribed  interest  of  the  text-book.  He  is 
anxious  to  find  subjects  for  debates,  ways  of  making  electrical  apparatus, 
proofs  for  the  endless  interests  of  a  normal  boy  of  16,  If  this  interest  is 
met  and  developed,  we  have  added  to  his  natural  inclination  the  power 
to  search  out  things  for  himself  and  to  find  quickly  and  intelligently  the 
material  which  may  be  in  the  library  at  hand  on  the  subject  in  which  he 
is  interested.  Is  it  not  as  necessary  to  train  him  in  the  laboratory  of 
books  as  it  is  in  the  chemical  or  physical  laboratory?  How  many  high 
school  students,  who  have  not  been  trained  in  the  use  of  reference  books, 
conld  nse  a  card  catalog  intelligently,  or  the  different  magazine  indexes, 
or  an  index  to  a  work  in  more  than  one  volume,  or  an  index  to  an  atlaa. 
or  a  concordance,  or  even  the  appendix  to  a  Webster's  dictionary?  Should 
an.^-  higli  school  feel  satisfied  which  graduates  students  unable  to  use 
such  simple  tools  as  these?  And  yet  statistics  prove  that  this  has  been 
done  almost  universally  in  the  past.  I  have  seen  many  a  college 
graduate  fail  to  nse  an  index,  intelligently,"  especially  when  the  work  is 
more  than  one  volume.  And  yet  the  strange  part  of  it  all  is  that  this 
is  the  easiest  of  subjects  to  teaeb.  It  is  not  as  expensive  as  gymnasium 
apparatus,  or  cooking,  or  machinery.  It  requires  much  less  time  and  is 
farther  reaching  in  its  results  for  it  touches  all  possible  interests — 
music,  literature,  commerce,  business.  Everj-  high  school  in  the  United 
States  has  a  Webster's  dictionary  «nd  yet  I  venture  to  say,  with  little 
fear  of  exaggeration,  that  not  50  per  cent  of  the  pupils  can  use  it  and 
its  appendix  to  the  fullest  capacity.  Now  one  recitation  of  good,  syste- 
matic teaching  would  remedy  this.  Is  there  any  school,  anywhere,  which 
could  not  spare  this  amount  of  time  for  such  results?  Add  to  this  time 
one  recitation  period  a  term  and  the  results  willbe  most  revealing. 

To  bring  the  nmtter  to  a  focus,  suggestions  are  herewith  made  for  a 
course  of  ei^t  simple  lessons.     By  giving  one  lesson  a  term,  this,  or 


MICHIGAN  STATE  TEACHERS'   ASSOCIATION.  49 

a  similar  outline,  could  be  covered  during  tbe  four  years  of  the  tdgk 
school  course.  An;  one  of  these  lessons  can  be  giv^i  in  an  average 
recitation  period  of  40  minntes,  if  the  lessons  are  taken  in  order.  The 
lessons  include  about  30  standard  reference  books,  a  fair  range  for  high 
school  pupils,  certainly  a  much  wider  range  than  they  would  have  if 
left  to  themselves.  A  similar  plan  has  been  incorporated  in  the  English 
course  of  the  Detroit  Central  High  school  for  over  seven  years.  It  has 
also  been  adopted  by  the  five  high  schools  of  Cleveland,  the  Girls'  High 
school  of  New  York,  the  High  School  of  Jackson,  the  Central  High  of 
Grand  Rapids,  and  is  in  the  formative  stage  in  many  other  schools. 
More  extended  courses  are  being  introduced  largely  in  Normal  colleges 
and  universities. 

This'  is  by  no  means  a  suggestion  of  introducing  a  new  course  of 
study.  It  is  simply  a  plea  for  eight  40-mlnute  leesons  during  the  four 
years  of  high  school  work,  with  the  hope  of  enlarging  the  pupil's  horizon 
and  revealing  the  possibilities  of  self-direction  in  education  through  the 
intelligent  nse  of  libraries. 

Will  yon  not  listen  to  the  outline  critically  to  determine  whether  or 
not  any  one  lesson  is  too  long  or  too  difficult  for  the  average  high  school 
student  ? 

Each  course  should  be  illustrated  by  any  available  books,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  definite  sot  of  questions  carefully  planned  by  teacher  or  li- 
brarian. 


An  ordinary  simple  index. 

Different  indexes  in  the  same  volume. 

Common  abbreviations  used  in  indexes,  such  as  ib.,  sq.,  ff. 

Dash  between  prominent  pages. 

An  index  to  a  work  in  more  than  one  volume. 

An  index  to  an  atlas. 

Difference  between  an  index  and  a  table  of  contents. 

The  value  of  a  preface. 

Name  of  publisher,  and  date  of  publication. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  train  pupils  to  use  an  index  than  at  first  ap- 
pears. They  insist  on  using  the  table  of  contents  even  after  repeated 
instruction,  and  almost  never  think  of  using  an  index  to  a  work  in  more 
than  one  volume. 

LESSON    II.       MOKB   COMPLEX    INDKXES. 

Use  of  a  concordiince:  illustrated  by  some  good  concordance  to  Shakes- 
peare, such  as  the  Itartlctt  or  Clark;  a  concordance  to  quotations,  such 
as  tbe  Iloyt,  Cyclopaedia  of  quotations,  or  the  Bnrtlett,  Familiar  quota- 
tions a  concordance  to  the  Bible,  Cruden  or  Strong. 

Use  of  a  card  catalog,  together  with  a  brief  explanation  of  the  classi- 
fication of  books  used  in  the  local  public  library. 

A  trip  to  the  local  public  library  would  be  most  suggestive  when 
possible  to  arrange  for  it.     Few  pupils  ever  have  the  opportunity  to 
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move  ID  and  out  among  the  shelves  of  a  large  collection  of  books.  To 
be  instructed  in  their  sirangement,  and  then  to  find  a  book  from  the 
guide  in  the  card  catalog,  is  an  experience  which  will  awaken  interest 
in  the  average  boy.  If  in  addition  to  this,  a  trip  could  \}e  taken  to  some 
printing  establishment,  where  the  marvel  of  modern  printing  bj  type 
formed,  as  needed,  directly  from  molten  lead  could  be  seen,  no  lack  of 
interest  in  the  subject  of  the  history  of  printing  and  book-making  would 
be  likely. 

LESSON  III.      DICTI0NAKIE8  AND  SISIFLB  HANDBOOKS  OP  EBPBBBNCB. 

A  thorough  lesson  in  the  use  of  Webster's  International  dictionary, 
witli  all  the  reference  points  given  in  the  appendix. 

Same  for  the  Standard  dictionary. 

Same  for  the  Century  dictionary,  including  the  Tolume  of  names  and 
the  atlas,  together  with  the  explanation  that  abbreviations,  foreign 
phrases,  etc.,  come  in  tlie  body  of  this  dictionai?. 

The  Sfurray,  new  dictionary  of  the  English  language,  should  be  ra- 
plained  as  the  most  exhaustive  dictionary,  not  yet  complete. 

The  following  handbooks  of  reference  should  be  known:  Brewer — 
Readers'  Handbook;  Wheeler — Familiar  Allusions;  Harper — Book  of 
Pacts. 

It  is  strange  how  difiScnlt  it  is  to  train  pupils  to  use  the  appendix  to 
a  dictionary.  They  will  cheerfully  walk  blocks  to  a  public  library  to 
find  a  reference  point  which  could  be  found  in  a  few  moments  by  the 
intelligent  ase  of  a  dictionary. 

LESSON  IV.      ENCYCLOPAEDIAS,  GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL,  TOGBTHBB  WITH  A  FEW 
VALUABLE  COLLECTIO.VB   OF   ENCYCLOPAEDIC  ABRANQEMENT. 

A  thorough  lesson  in  the  arrangement  of  an  encyclopaedia,  explaining 
indexes,  abbreviations,  cross-references,  bibliographies  at  the  end  of  ar- 
ticles, etc. 

The  old  standard  encyclopaedia  should  be  known  by  name,  such  as  the 
Chambers,  Johnson's  Universal  encyclopaedia,  and  especially  the  Britan- 
nica,  with  its  general  index  for  the  different  editions,  and  the  index  of 
long  articles  at  the  end  of  the  articles. 

The  Nelson  loose-leaf  encyclopaedia  should  be  explained  as  a  revolntion 
in  book-binding,  making  it  possible  to  keep  an  encyclopaedia  up  to  date. 

The  two  comparatively  recent  American  eucyclopaJedias,  the  Ameri- 
cana and  the  New  International,  including  names  of  fiction,  should  be 
explained. 

A  helpful  clue  of  reference  work  is  the  fact  that  almost  every  import- 
ant subject  has  a  special  encyclopaedia  or  dictionary  of  that  subject 
only,  such  aa  medicine,  law,  engineering,  etc.  An  illustration  of  a  few 
of  the  most  important  reference  books  of  this  character  will  be  sug- 
gestive, for  example:  Dictionary  of  Music,  Grove,  4  vols.;  Cyclopaedia 
of  Agriculture,  3  vols.,  and  of  Horticulture,  4  vols.,  Bailey;  Dictioniiry 
of  Biography,  and  Gazetteer  of  the  World,  Lippincott,  1  vol.  each: 
Cyclopaedia  of  Social  Keform,  Bliss,  1    vol.;    Cyclopaedia    of    United 
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States  Hititory,  10  vols.,  Harper;  and  as  many  others  as  time  and  oppor- 
tunity will  permit. 

A  number  of  valuable  collections  of  encyclopaedic  arrangement  Bhould 
be  known,  to  illustrate:  Warner,  Library  of  the  World's  Best  Litei'ature; 
Larned,  History  for  Ready  Reference;  Brewer,  Library  of  the  World's 
Best  Orations;  Historians'  History  of  the  World;  and  as  many  others 
as  possible. 

LESSON   V.      MAUAZINE  INDBXES. 

Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature  (giving  subject  only).  The  full 
edition  in  six  large  volumes  nnd  the  abridged  edition  in  one  volume. 

The  annual  library  index,  being  a  yearly  supplement  to  Poole,  index- 
ing also  reportf  of  prominent  societies,  state  bulletins,  etc. 

The  Readers'  guide  to  periodical  literature,  indexing  by  author  as  well 
as  subject  the  best  magazines  from  1900  to  the  current  month. 

Familiarit>'  with  these  magazine  indexes  is  almost  indispensable  to  any 
intelligent  worker  in  a  library.  Surely  a  reference  index  which  unlocks 
the  best  magazine  literature  for  over  100  years,  including  the  current 
month,  should  be  understood  by  high  school  pupils. 

IJtSaON  VI.      ANNUALS,  AND  A   FEW  SPECIAL  INDHXES. 

The  World's  Almanac ;  The  Statesman's  Year  Book ;  Who's  Who, 
Special   indexes:     Baker,  Guide  to  best   Action;  Granger,   Index  to 

poetry  and  recitations;  A.  L.  A.  Catalog  of  8,000  vols. 

To  introduce  a  boy  to  the  fund  of  information  to  be  found  in  the 

World's  Almanac  in  almost  sure  to  quicken  his  interest,  and  lead  him 

to  look  up  points  outside  of  the  class-room. 

LESSON  VII.      A  VERY  FEW  REFERENCE  BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  T(iE  UNITED 
STATES    OOVEBNJIBNT. 

Document  catalog,  being  a  general  index  to  government  publications, 
issued  each  congress  since  1895. 

Congressional  Directory;  Congressional  Record;  Year  Book  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture;  Consular  Reports. 

A  few  points  about  government  publications  in  general  would  be  most 
helpful.  The  use  of  government  publications  is  confined  altogether  too 
generally  to  the  specialist.  The  Document  catalog  unlocks  the  pamphlets 
of  the  government  for  the  inexperienced,  as  the  magazine  indexes  unlock 
periodical  literature.  It  is  therefore  almost  as  necessary  to  know  this 
index  as  it  is  to  know  the  Poole's  index  or  the  Readers'  guide. 

LBSSON  VIII.      A  REVIEW  OP  THE  WHOLE  SUBJECT,  WITH  CAREFULLY  SELECTED 
REFERENCE  QUESTIONS   TO   BE   TESTED. 

Schools  which  have  introduced  work  of  this  character  have  proved  that 
high  school  pupils  can  be  easily  trained  to  use  simple  reference  books. 
They  should  be  able  to  handle  intelligently  and  rapidly,  indexes  to  £ets 
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of  books,  tables  of  contents,  cross-references,  foot-notes,  g^ieral  and 
special  encyclopaedias,  and  ordinary  hand-books  6f  reference.  They 
should  be  able  to  trace  the  best  magazine  articles  on  a  desired  subject 
from  1802  to  the  current  month,  or  to  find  what  books  a  library  contains 
on  the  desired  subject,  or  what  are  the  best  books  to  purchase,  and 
whether  or  not  the  United  States  Government  or  any  ])roniinent  society 
h^ve  published  pamphlets  on  the  subject.  They  should  be  able  to  find 
<'urrent  statistics  of  importance,  names  of  men  who  hold  prominent  posi- 
tions, current  events,  etc.  In  fact  they  should  be  able  to  help  themselves 
in  finding  information  on  ordinary  topics,  and  have  a  homelike  familiar- 
ity in  the  atmosphere  of  a  library. 

If  the  high  school  cannot  possess  all  of  the  books  mentioned  no  doubt 
arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  local  i>ublic  library  for  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  more  expensive  sets,  and  in  the  use  of  liie  card  catalog. 
In  many  cases  the  public  library  solicits  an  opportunity  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  high  school  pupils.  The  need  of  such  instruction  is  seen  mnch 
more  clearly  by  the  librarian  than  by  tlie  teacher.  The  librarian  sees  the 
helplessness  of  the  pupil  when  trying  to  find  information  which  lie 
wants  independently,  while  the  teacher  sees  the  difficulty  of  getting  him 
to  do  work  that  is  directed. 

It  is  very  safe  to  state  that  schools  which  have  introduced  simple 
lessons  in.i-eference  work  would  not  consider  for  a  "moment  the  abolish- 
ing of  them.  I^t  us  hope  that  the  plan  will  grow  in  favor  until  the  full 
resources  of  a  library  are  at  the  command  of  every  citizen  and  life  be- 
comes proiiortiona lly  more  capable  of  self-expression. 


DISCUSSION. 

MISS   ELSIB  DELAMARTEn — DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGLISH,  LANSING   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

The  subject  of  the  relation  of  the  Public  Library  and  the  High  School 
has  been  treated  so  comprehensively  and  so  often  that  to  suggest  any 
new  phase  of  the  question  is  almost  impossible. 

The  (juery,  "What  ran  the  Library  do  for  the  High  School  student?" 
liaM  l>een  variously  answered.  One  need  only  to  consult  the  reports  of 
llie  library  section  meflin^is  for  the  last  two  years  to  find  records  of 
the  valuable  experience  of  teachers  and  librarians  in  this  matter  of 
library  and  school  co-ojieration.  The  mere  mention  of  the  establishment 
of  branch  libraries;  of  the  instruction  of  students  in  the  use  of  index, 
card  catalogue,  and  reference  book:  of  the  guiding  of  students  in  re- 
search work — conjure  up  visions  of  your  own  successes  in  using  the 
library.  Those  particular  links  lietween  school  and  library  are  no  longer 
novel  ideas;  they  have  become  incorporated  into  our  practical  use  of 
the  library.  But  are  we  accomplishing  our  real  purpose?  Are  we  de- 
veloping a  generation  of  book  in<er8  and  hook-lovers?  I  believe  the  vital 
qiieslion  for  us  is  "What  is  the  llbrai-y  doing  for  the  High  School 
student  ?" 
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A  few  veek8  a^  I  nndertocA  a  sudden  canvass  throughout  our  Eng- 
lish department.  Each  student  was  requested  to  write  upon  a  slip  of 
paper,  without  eigning  his  name,  the  names  of  the  books  he  had  drawn 
from  the  library  for  his  personal  use  during  the  past  two  weeks.  My 
own  classes  of  third  year  students  were  horrified.  Only  one  or  two  had 
been  in  the  library  during  those  two  weeks.  So  I  extended  my  require- 
ments, and  asked  for  the  names  of  all  the  books,  magazines,  and  news- 
papers from  which  they  had  read  anything,  in  the  given  time.  Here  are 
some  of  the  results: 

Out  of  88  students,  and  these  are  students  of  the  third  year  Eng- 
lish, remember, — 16  had  read  absolutely  nothing;  37  had  read  magazines, 
or  magazines  or  newspapers  only ;  the  remaining  35  had  read  a  variety 
of  books  and  papers,  ranging  from  St.  Elmo  and  Truzton  King  to  Rud- 
der Orange  and  the  Testing  of  Diana  Mallory.  Of  the  magazines  that 
constituted  the  mental  pabulum  of  37  boys  and  girls  for  two  weeks,  • 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  and  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  were  the 
prime  favorites,  varied  occasionally  by  the  mention  of  one  of  the  local 
papers,  a  Detroit  paper, — for  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  baseball  news, — 
Munsey's,  Everybody's,  The  Bed  Book,  and  the  Youth's  Companion. 

Statistics  are  pliable,  to  be  sure,  but  even  from  data  so  apparently 
haphazard,  some  conclusions  may  be  drawn:  First,  our  students  are 
meagre  readers;  Second,  what  they  read  is  of  little  value.  Should  we 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  deplorable  state,  we  should  find  students 
affirming,  and  parents  pleading  that  there  is  "so  little  time;"  and  the 
statement  must  be  accepted.  The  average  high  school  student  has  four 
subjects.  Each  of  his  teachers  under  the  irritating  hallucination  that 
he  is  neglecting  her  one  particular  subject  for  the  other  three,  increases 
her  requirements  so  that  she  may  have  her  full  share  of  his  time.  Be- 
sides the  preparation  of  his  four  lessons,  our  high  school  student  has  a 
multitude  of  interests  confronting  him  and  claiming  a  share  of  his 
time.  There  is  the  strong  pnll  of  alhletics — a  place  on  the  football — the 
basketball, — the  baseball, — or  the  track-team;  there  is  leadership  in  class 
affairs;  work  on  the  staff  of  the  whool  paper  or  the  annual;  member- 
ship is  one  of  the  literary  societies,  or  the  Oerman  Club,  the  Science 
Club  or  the  Classical  Club;  a  part  in  the  dramatic  productions  of  the 
school;  the  management  of  or  )Hirticipation  in,  the  school  social  func- 
tions, and  memliership  in  the  school  fraternities  and  sororities.  If  one 
adds  the  city  attractions, — the  moving  picture  shows,  the  Bijou  theatre, 
and  the  skating  rink,  what  time  is  left  for  the  student  to  spend  in  i-ead- 
ing? 

The  other  cause,  which  is  partly  an  outgrowth  of  the  first  one,  is  the 
fact  that  the  reading  of  niaguzines  is  supplanting  the  reading  of  books. 
We  are  startled  at  the  meutice  of  a  long  novel.  How  nmny  peo|)Ie  do  yon 
think  would,  of  their  own  volition,  sit  down  to  a  leisurely  enjoyment  of 
Tom  Jones?  Fi-om  how  many  jieople  have  you  recently  heard  the  sole 
comment  upon  Thackeray,  or  (Jeorge  Kliot*  Meredith,  or  DeMorgan, 
that  he  is  "Interminahle."  Let  a  hasty  glance  tell  us  that  the  end  of 
the  novel  is  on  jwige  Hil.  and  we  turn  to  the  magazines  on  the  library 
table.  I  believe  we  arc  hastening  the  death  of  the  noble  art  of  reading. 
And  our  students?     Thev  are  even  more  susceptible  to  diversion  and 
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There  must  be  some  remedy — at  any  rate  some  correction.  My  own 
methods  lire  siniple  eootigb  end  probably  familiar  eaoagh  to  you  all. 
I  believe  that  to  help  the  student  to  an  acquaintance  with  contemporarj'  ' 
history,  for  instance  he  should  be  seat  occasionally  to  the  library  for 
a  resume  of  some  one  current  event,  I  recommend  him  to  the  Outlook, 
the  Literary  Digest,  the  World's  Work,  the  Review  of  Reviews.  He 
comes  to  class  and  gives  an  oral  report  on  what  he  has  read.  Thus  he 
gains  something  of  a  personal  interest  in  affairs,  a  little  further  practice 
in  oral  oom|>osition.  and  another  degree  of  intimacy  with  the  library. 

Then  there  is  our  elaborate  and  general  system  of  supplementary 
reading  to  be  done  by  the  pupils  at  homa  The  system  needs  no  explana- 
tion, thanks  to  the  University  requirements  that  make  it  inevitable  in 
every  listed  high  school. 

I  am  coming  more  and  more  to  believe  that  if  we  can  fill  the  student's 
spare  time  with  the  reading  of  books  of  universal  value  and  vital  inter- 
est, then  have  them  generally  discussed  in  class  for  the  recognition  of 
special  bits  of  excellent  art,  throbbing  interest,  and  lofty  stimulus, — 
our  students  at  the  end  of  their  high  school  course  will  have  read  a 
minimum  of  twenty  of  the  "books  of  all  time."  If  the  teacher's  faith  be 
strong  and  her  hope  great,  she  may  rejoice  a  very  Jittle  that  her  boys 
and  girls  do  know  the  "open  sesame"  of  the  King's  Treasures  that  may 
he  found  behind  the  doors  of  the  Public  Libmrv, 
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HUNDEEDBOOK  LOANS  TO  REGISTERED  LIBRARIES. 
Dec.  1908— Dec.  1909. 

COUNTIES.  LIBRABIES. 

Antrim Maiicelona  Public  School. 

Berrien Bridpnan  Public  School. 

Coloma  Public  School. 

Branch Quincy  Public  Seliool, 

Clinton ,  Wacousta  Higli  School. 

Cheboygan Mackinaw  City  Public. 

Nunda  TownKliij). 

Chippewa Di-umnioud  Public. 

Clinton Klsie  Public  School. 

Genesee - <'lio  High  School. 

Fenton,  Phillips  Library. 

Gogebic Wakefield  Public  School. 

Gratiot St.  Louis  School. 

Houghton Quincy  Mining  Co. 

Huron Port  Austin  School. 

Ingham Aurelius  Twp.  Dist.  1. 

Ionia Muir  Ladies'  Library  Club. 

Jackson  Grass  Lake  Public  School. 

Macomb Romeo  Free  Public. 

Menominee Xadeau  Board  of  Education. 

Midland Posyville  School  District. 

Missaukee I>ake  City  Public  School. 

Modderville  Public. 

Riverside  Twp.  Dist.  2.  fractional  Public. 

Montcalm Coral  Public  School. 

Oceana New  Era  School. 

.     Shelby  Public. 

Shelby  Twp.  Dist.  6. 

Roscommon Roscommon,  Higgins  Twp. 

St  Joseph Barr  Oak  Village. 

Sanilac Croswell  Public  School. 

Shiawassee Laingsburg  Free  Public. 

Tnacola Milliugton  School. 

Unionville  Public  School. 

Washtenaw Manchester  Public  Library  Association. 

Wayne Belleville  Public  School. 

Wexford Sherman  Public  School. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

January  2,  1911. 
Hon.  Chase  S.  Osbobn, 

Oovemor  of  Michigan: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  eleventh  aoDual  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Library  CommissioDerB  for  the  year  ending  Deeenil)ep 

81,  1910. 

Very  respeetfully, 

Febdbrick  J.  Baldwin. 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

The  courses  in  eletnentarj  library*  training  given  at  the  summer  nor^ 
mal  schools,  which  convened  the  27th  of  Jnne  and  closed  the  6th  of 
Angust ,  1910,  have  been  the  most  successful  of  any  which  have  been  car- 
ried on  since  the  commencement  of  the  work. 

The  object  of  the  course  wan  to  give  a  training  for  teachers  with 
special  reference  to  those  teaching  in  the  rural  schoolB.  The  instruction 
was  simple  and  practical,  the  idea  being  that  the  libraries  wliich  come 
under  the  charge  of  these  teachers  will  range  from  50  to  500  volumes. 
The  classes  were  conducted  at  the  following  points: 

Normal  School,  Marquette,  Normal  School,  Kalamazoo,  and  the 
Ferris  Institute,  Big  Rapids.  The  work  at  Ferris  Institute  was  especiallj 
appreciated.  45  students  having  taken  the  coursa  Twenty-five  enrolled 
at  Kalamazoo  and  twelve  at  Marquette.  This  does  not  include  the 
attendance  at  the  general  lectures,  but  simply  those  who  took  the  techni- 
cal work  covering  accessioning,  classification  and  cataloguing,  selection 
of  children's  books  and  reference  work.  The  instructors  were  Miss 
Esther  Braley,  librarian  of  Kalamazoo  Normal  School;  Miss  Mabel  C. 
True,  cataloguer  in  the  Michigan  State  Library  and  Miss  Josephine 
O'Flynn,  instructor  in  library  work  in  the  Detroit  Public  Library. 
Special  lectures  were  given  by  Mr,  F,  K.  Waiter,  Vice-Director  of  the 
State  Library  training  school,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Miss  May  Mnssee, 
head  of  the  children's  department  of  the  I*ublic  Library  at  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.  The  lectures  of  these  well  known  instructors  were  lately  attended 
and  the  utmost  interest  was  shown,  especially  in  the  work  connected 
with  children.  A  very-  complete  display  of  library  tools  and  the  model 
library  of  500  books,  together  with  a  library  of  books  suitable  for  the 
use  of  teachers  in  the  rural  schools,  were  placed  in  the  class  room. 
This  material  was  examined  by  a  large  number  of  students  and  others. 
It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  state  that  Michigan  is  a  pioneer  in  this 
important  educational  work. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  work  more  imi>ortant  and  far  reaching  in  its  re- 
sults than  that  which  has  been  done  at  the  meetings  of  the  tesiehers' 
associations  both  in  the  Upper  and  Ijower  Peninsulas.  In  Negau- 
nee,  a  very  complete  display  was  made  of  material  and  bo<»ks 
connected  with  library  work.  The  greatest  interest  was  manifested  in 
this  display  and  many  teachers  sjient  a  portion  of  their  time  examining 
the  books  and  making  notes.  The  lists  of  500  best  books  for  children 
were  freely  distributed  which  will  surely  result  in  a  larger  appreciation 
of  good  books  and  a  better  selection  for  rural  school  libraries.  These 
results  have  already  been  clearly  seen  as  shown  by  the  statement  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  At  this  meeting  it  was  decided 
by  the  executive  committee  to  place  a  librarj-  section  in  the  schedule  of 
work.     This  decision  on  the  part  of  the  committee  is  the  result  of  the 
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growing  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  library  a»  connected  with 
the  school  and  the  neceSBity  of  instruction  along  the  elementary  line» 
of  library  economics. 

The  library  section  at  Bay  City,  of  which  Mr.  Heineman  as  member 
of  this  board  was  Secretary,  was  very  successful.  Mr.  Wyche,  s  story 
teller  of  national  reputation,  gave  a  lecture  on  his  art  accompanied  by 
Illustrative  stories.  Mrs.  Emma  Mont  McRae,  Purdue  University,  Indi- 
ana, gave  a  most  interesting  address  on  "The  Book  as  a  Force  in  Edu- 
cation," and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  teachers  at  this  meeting. 
An  exhibit  made  by  the  Commission  was  also  well  attended. 

Mr.  Bailey's  report  shows  hard  work  done  in  the  various  counties 
in  connection  with  grange  and  school  work  of  the  state,  he  having 
visited  45  places  from  January  11th,  to  December  17th,  1910.  His 
statement  appears  in  this  report.  Mr.  Bailey's  efforts  have  also  largely 
increased  the  requests  for  the  ti-aveling  and  registered  libraries,  and  the 
stimulating  influence  of  these  meetings  has  resulted  in  the  application 
from  school  officers  for  book  lists  and  other  helps  in  establishing  dis- 
trict school  libraries.  In  a  number  of  cases  the  secretary  has  forwarded 
these  lists  to  eastern  firms  and  has  been  able  to  purchase  books  much 
more  cheaply  than  could  be  done  by  the  school  officers.  The  largest 
and  most  important  part  of  this  plan  cannot  be  put  into  written  form. 

(Jreater  than  anything  which  can  be  shown  by  written  word  is  the 
influence  which  has  been  exerted  by  continued  activity  along  these  vari- 
ous lines.  The  instruction  with  regard  to  the  selection  and  purchase  of 
books,  the  value  of  child  training  along  all  lines  of  literature,  the 
culture  and  refinement  which  comes  from  the  constant  handling  of 
books  attractive  in  binding  and  illustration,  all  go  to  create  a  taste  for 
the  best  in  literature. 

6IARY  C.  SPENCEB. 

Secretary. 
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STATE  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE: 

The  club  woman  of  the  city,  within  easy  access  of  a  well-equipped 
public  library,  can  hardly  know  what  Library  Extension  means,  or  why 
there  should  be  an  active  library  committee  in  evei-y  club.  If  she  would 
\i8it  the  small  town,  the  village  and  rural  districts,  it  would  soon  be 
evident  that  much  could  be  done  to  better  their  reading  privil^es. 

"The  only  true  life  is  the  life  of  giving  to  others"  and  what  more 
helpful  or  far-reaching  gift  can  be  bestowed  than  the  taste  for  good 
reading  and  the  means  for  gratifying  it? 

The  Federation  works  through  a  general  committee  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, one  in  each  congressional  district.  These  district  chairmen  en- 
deavor with  the  aid  of  the  clubs  in  their  districts  to  create  library  senti- 
ment, establish  free  libraries  in  small  towns  and  urge  the  rural  school 
districts  to  establish  libraries,  thereby  securing  their  share  of  the  pub- 
lic library  funds.  They  also  help  in  placing  circulating  libraries  from 
the  state  library. 

It  is  only  by  comparing  conditions  of  today  with  those  of  ten  years 
ago  that  any  idea  can  be  gained  of  the  improvement  in  library  matters. 
One  of  the  most  important  advances  is  the  recognition  of  the  child  as  a 
beneficiary  of  the  public  library.  Every  library  should  be  provided  with 
a  children's  room — and  quantities  of  children's  books  and  magazines. 

Many  clubs  fail  to  report  their  efforts  in  this  direction  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  correctly  estimate  the  influence  the  clubs  really  wield.  All 
olub  presidents  have  been  asked  to  appoint  local  library  committees. 
Less  than  half  report  such  committees,  but  most  of  these  show  an  active 
interest. 

School  commissioners  all  over  the  state  have  been  urged  to  help  the 
rural  conditions.  Many  responded  by  sending  circulars  to  the  teachers, 
aiding  the  wise  expenditure  of  the  library  money  and  suggesting  proper 
books  to  be  chosen. 

Teachers  should  confer  with  commissioners  before  buying  and  thus 
insure  a  wise  selection.  In  one  instance  during  the  past  year,  several  dol- 
lars were  expended  in  Mary  J.  Holmes'  and  the  Alger  books. 

In  several  instances  teachers'  county  associations  have  been  addressed 
on  library  extension.  The  most  effectual  means  possible  of  reaching 
the  rural  children  is  by  interesting  their  teachers  in  this  direction. 

Several  cities  having  more  than  one  club  formed  joint  committees. 
This  plan  economizes  effort.  One  club  took  advantage  of  the  offer  of 
the  State  Library  and  secured  the  loan  of  several  pictures  for  its 
high  school.  Every  club  wonld  do  this  I  am  sure,  if  the  members 
realized  what  it  would  mean  to  children  who  so  often  sit  in  rooms  with 
bare  walls,  or  at  the  best  a  cheap  chromo  or  two. 

The  club  women  of  Lansing  have  been  conducting  a  children's  read- 
ing hour  at  the  city  library  and  its  branches.  It  was  very  popular, 
over  one  thousand  attending  the  five  readings.  There  is  a  general  de- 
mand all  over  the  state  for  more  good  juvenile  books  in  the  libraries. 
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The  toTvnship  library,  if  carcfulty  chosen,  can  be  most  belpful.  If 
placed  with  a  competent  librarian,  who  realizes  the  value  of  good  bookB, 
it  may  serve  many  needy  districts.  There  is  one  in  Eaton  county  which 
could  well  be  used  as  a  model.  It  is  in  a  room  of  the  librarian's  house, 
open  at  all  hours,  and  supplied  with  several  good  magazines.  Eacb 
school  in  the  town  has  the  privilege  of  borrowing  sets  of  ten  books  for 
several  weeks,  and  then  exchanging  them  for  another  set.  The  books 
ure  most  carefully  chosen. 

T'nder  the  registered  library  plan  the  state  generously  loans  to  any 
library  having  a  hundred  volumes  the  use  of  as  many  more.  Many 
small  libraries  should  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity.  Communi- 
ties where  there  are  no  libraries  may  take  advantage  of  the  traveling 
librarj-  system.  Twenty  clubs  report  gifts  of  money  or  books  to  their 
local  libraries.  Many  clubs  have  been  instrumental  in  securing  public 
libraries.  Home  clubs  owning  libraries  of  their  own,  have  opened  them 
to  the  public.  One  club  placed  its  books  in  the  high  school  as  :■ 
central  place  for  reference.  Rooms  have  been  provided  or  furnished  for 
reading  purposes  by  some  clubs.  County  federations  reach  the  rural 
schools  by  placing  circulating  libraries  and  do  much  to  advance  this 
cause. 

Kalamazoo  clubs  exhibited  a  state  traveling  library  at  the  county 
fair.  Your  chairman  wishes  to  urge  more  earnest  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  every  club.  There  is  something  for  each  to  do.  Because  your 
personal  needs  are  met,  do  not  think  your  responsibility  ends.  The 
true  club  woman  must  look  beyond  selfish  or  personal  standpoint  and 
work  with  the  forces  that  are  helping  the  world  to  a  higher  plane. 
GEBTRUDE  PBINDLE, 
Chairman  Library  Extension  Committee,  M.  8.  F.  \V.  C. 

October,  1910. 

The  following  circular  has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  the  clubs  for 
the  present  year. 

Dear  Club  President : 

In  the  belief  that  every  club  will  be  glad  to  help  in  library  extension 
work  if  it  is  better  understood  and  they  know  how  and  where  to  "take 
hold,"  the  following  list  of  questions  has  been  prepared  as  suggestive 
to  this  end.  Please  see  that  they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  li- 
brary committee. 

Take  up  the  work  that  lies  nearest  to  hand.  Whatever  individual 
clubs  can  do  in  library  extension  work  will  always  receive  the  hearty 
endorsement  and  co-operation  of  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Spencer,  State  Libra- 
rian, who  sees  in  the  women's  clubs  of  the  state  a  powerful  means  to 
carrj'  out  her  lai^er  ideas  of  the  use  and  value  of  the  State  Library 
and  of  the  local  libraries  throughout  the  state. 

BUGOEBTIVB    QUEBTIOSS    FOR    USB    OF    LIBEAKY    COMMITTEES     IN    CLfBS. 


1-Have  you  an  active  library  committee? 
2-Have  you  a  club  library? 
3-Do  you  use  a  traveling  library-? 
4-Ib  it  in  care  of  a  librarian? 
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5-l3  it  fitted  to  the  needs  of  children? 
fi-Are  the  shelves  open  to  patrons? 
7-DoeB  your  library  committee  inspect  the  books? 
8-Do  surrounding  schools  have  any  loan  privileges  from  your  library? 
9-Would  your  library  be  improved  by  the  state  loan  of  one  hundred 
books? 

lO-Are  you  actively  interested  in  the  condition  of  libraries  in  nearby 
rural  schools? 

11-Have  these  schools  voted  to  establish  libraries? 
12-Where  libraries  are  established  do  they  continue  to  buy  books  of 
standard  quality? 

13-Do  they  use  the  traveling  libraries? 

14-Will  you  secure  the  loan  of  pictures  for  one  or  more  rural  schools 
this  year? 

15-Report  promptly  your  committee's  efforts. 

Any  questions  regarding  the  work  will  receive  the  prompt  attention 
of  either  your  district  chairman  or  the  general  chairman,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Bates  Prindle,  whose  address  during  the  school  year  will  be  Potter- 
vitle,  Michigan,  although  mail  addressed  to  Charlotte  will  reach  her. 
The  complete  list  of  district  chairmen  is  given  in  the  new  Federation 
Manual. 
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REPORT  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  FIELD  IN  1910. 

BT   B.  D.   BAII^Y. 

January  11,  I  attended  8  county  grange  meeting  at  Pontiao.  I  at- 
tended both  the  meeting  of  a  study  clnb  and  of  a  farmers'  club  that 
same  evening.  The  next  day  attended  a  grange  meeting  in  the  Bame 
hall.  The  work  done  in  that  little  village,  the  center  of  a  beautiful 
farming  country.  Las  borne  good  fruit. 

January  17,  attended  two  sessions  of  a  farmers'  institute  at  Imlay 
City.  While  here,  a  pleasant  meeting  with  the  editors  of  the  papers 
published  at  Lapeer  and  Imlay  City  resulted  in  the  publication  in  both 
papers  of  copious  extracts  from  the  traveling  library  catechism, 
thus  a  wide  circle  of  readers  received  exact  information  relative  to 
the  plan  of  the  state's  free  traveling  libraries.  Many  editors  have 
taiien  a  kindly  interest  in  the  whole  plan,  and  print  extracts  from  the 
library  catechism  left  with  them  with  the  request  that,  when  a  news 
item  r^arding  the  library  is  printed,  it  be  in  the  exact  language  of 
the  catechism,  thus  heading  off  erroneous  statements. 

January  18,  visited  the  county  normal  at  Lapeer;  the  19th,  the  nor- 
mal at  Owosso  and  St.  Johns;  the  20th,  the  normal  at  Ionia;  the  2l8t, 
the  teachers'  institute  at  Ionia;  and  the  22nd,  the  teachers'  institnte 
at  Grand  Bapids. 

January  27-38]  institute  at  Cheboygan. 

For  some  time  in  Febmary,  was  compiling  statistical  reports  for  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners. 

February  16-17,  visited  county  normal  and  attended  teachers'  in- 
stitute at  Standish. 

From  February  21  to  24,  attended  the  farmers'  institute  round-up, 
at  the  Agricultural  College.  From  the  24th  to  26th,  attended  the  great 
annual  meeting  of  teachers  and  patrons  of  schools  for  Oceana  county, 
at  Shelby,  and  spoke  on  the  program  with  Governor  Chase  8.  Osbom. 
Arrangements  have  already  been  perfected  for  my  attendance  at  a  simi- 
lar meeting  at  Hart,  Febraary,  1911. 

March  18,  attended  a  county  grange  meeting  at  Herrington,  Ottawa 
county;  19th,  teachers'  institute  at  Paw  Paw;  22nd,  visited  county 
normal  at  Manistee;  23rd  and  24th,  teachers'  institute  at  Luther;  25th, 
teachers'  institute  at  Frankfort;  27th,  at  Cadillac,  attending  to  corre-- 
spondence. 

Beginning  at  this  time,  I  attended  a  series  of  lecturers'  conferences, 
held  bv  Miss  Jennie  Buell,  lecturer  of  the  State  Grange,  as  follows: 

March  ^,  Lansing;  29,  Grand  Rapids;  30,  Big  Rapids;  31,  Cadillac; 
April  1.  Clare;  2,  Bay  City;  5,  Port  Huron;  6,  Flint. 

April  1516,  attended  teachers'  institute  at  Scottsville,  Mason 
county. 

April  22-23,  was  at  Powers,  Menominee  county,  to  attend  a  teachers' 
aBSoriation,  but  a  violent  storm  so  delayed  trains  that  it  was  impossible 
to  hold  the  meeting. 
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April  30,  I  attended  a  very  responsive  teachers'  aeeociation  at  Ne- 
waygo. 

May  7,  attended  a  teachers'  association  at  Coldwater. 

May  12,  attended  the  Rural  Progress  Conferraice  at  Kalamazoo  nor- 
mal. It  seemed  very  fittiaf;  that  a  sample  of  good,  free  traveling  li- 
braries for  the  rural  home  should  be  shown  at  this  conference. 

Beginning  June  23,  I  spent  seventeen  days  in  a  trip  to  Marquette 
\orraaI,  where  I  prepared  the  classroom  and  the  working  outfit  for  the 
Hummer  School  of  Library  Methods,  and  did  some  work  in  creating  a 
«<mtiment  favorable  to  the  libnirj'  work. 

September  1-2,  was  again  at  Coldwater  at  a  teachers'  institute. 
■  September  20-23,  exhibited  two  libraries  at  the  Otsego  county  fair. 

September  29,  visited  the  County  School  of  Agriculture  at  Menominee. 
Here  I  found  one  of  our  libraries,  and  was  assured  by  the  director 
that  the  libraries  are  much  appreciated  by  the  students  in  this 
splendid  school.  I  suggested  some  ways  in  whioh  the  libraries 
might  be  made  to  mean  more  to  the  students.  I  was  particularly 
pleased  to  find  a  library  here,  as  the  students  come  from  farm  bomes, 
some  of  them  ver>-  unpretentious,  and  they  will  probably  return  to  the 
farm,  to  uplift  the  life  there  with  the  new  spirit  imbibed  at  this  school, 

Por  several  days  attended,  with  Miss  Jennie  Buell,  lecturer  of  the 
State  Grange,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Seward,  the  State  Master's  deputy  for  the 
Upper  Peninsula,  n  series  of  county  grange  meetings,  covering  a  wide 
range  of  territory,  as  follows: 

September  30,  Carney;  October  1,  Vulcan;  3,  Wetmore;  4,  Chatham; 
5.  EJscanaba;  6,  Skandia;  7.  Manistique;  8,  McMillan;  10,  Dafter;  11, 
Pickford;  here,  the  series  closed. 

Early  the  next  morning  was  enroute  to  Negaunee  to  look  after  onr 
exhibit  at  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association,  r^nained  there 
three  days.  Here,  a  model  library  of  500  books  for  the  first  eight  gradra, 
an  adult  traveling  library,  and  a  collection  of  pictures  were  shown, 
and  a  large  amount  of  advertising  matter  distributed. 

An  exhibit  similar  to  the  above,  was  exhibited  at  the  Bay  City  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

On  the  Ifith  of  November,  attoided  a  county  grange  meeting  in  the 
country,  five  miles  from  Bockford,  Kent  county.  Here,  a  splendid  audi- 
ence of  men  and  women  discussed  books,  school  problems,  school  l^is- 
iation,  and  farm  topics  in  a  very  thorough  way.  This  meeting  showed 
the  writer  what  the  grange  might  be  to  every  farm  neighborhood.  I 
found  one  of  the  best  of  our  libraries  in  that  grange  hall. 

Borland,  Mecosta  county,  is  but  a  little  flag  station  of  one  small  store, 
one  house,  some  potato  warehouses,  and  a  grange  hall,  in  tbe  midst  of 
a  great  area  of  well-developed  farm  land.  Here,  I  met,  on  the  17th, 
with  the  county  grange,  school  officers  and  represwitatives  from  granges 
in  various  parts  of  the  county  asked  for  application  blanks.  In  the 
forenoon,  went  with  the  Commissioner  of  Schools  to  the  distant  rural 
school,  each  carrying  an  armful  of  books  likely  to  interest  tbe 
ehiidren.  Tbe  books  were  shown  and  passed  around,  and  Commissioner 
Pord  arranged  right  there  to  have  the  freight  money  raised  by  the 
children.  In  the  afternoon,  the  teacher  brought  all  her  pupils  to  the 
grange  hall,  and  judiciously  guided  their  inspection  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.     The  Commissioner  reports  that  a  library  has  been 
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secured  in  this  school,  in  the  grange,  aud  in  other  schools  and  granges 
as  a  result  of  that  day's  work.  While  waiting  at  the  little  store  that 
serves  as  a  depot  also,  I  saw  ten  young  men  idling  there.  The  proprietor 
agreed  to  care  for  and  circulate  a  gift  of  books  among  that  class  of 
young  people.  The  librarian  of  a  certain  city  having  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal a  large  box  of  discarded  books,  I  Boon  Hent  mure  than  half  of 
them  to  the  store  at  Borland,  and  was  recently  gratified  at  receiving 
a  letter  of  heartfelt  appreciation  from  the  proprietor,  who  tells  of  the 
good  already  done  with  the  gift. 

Thus,  the  work  goes  on,  often  in  this  obscure  way.  The  day's  work 
at  this  station  touched  probably  a  hundred  lives. 

These  experiences  are  often  repeated  in  my  travels,  as  at  Skandia,  a 
dag  station  boasting  only  a  small  station  without  an  agent,  and  the 
section  foreman's  bouse,  where  the  Swedes,  Norwegiane,  and  Finns  are 
making  good  homes  and  want  advanced  things  for  their  children. 

At  Fremont,  Newaygo  county,  the  library  was  shown  at  a  teachers' 
institute.  Commr.  Isabella  Becter -always  gives  the  traveling  library 
every  possible  chance,  and  asks  to  have  it  shown  at  all  her  teachers' 
meetings. 

The  next  day  was  spent  at  the  institute  at  Muskegon. 

At  nearly  every  institute  some  lecturer  from  University  or  State  Nor- 
mal says  very  kind  things  about  the  value  of  the  traveling  library. 

At  Manistique,  December  8  and  d  the  library  waa  shown  to  a  fine  per- 
centage of  the  teachers  of  Schoolcraft  county,  the  Commissioner  having 
asked  that  I  be  sent.  This  visit  was  really  the  outgrowth  of  an  ac- 
quaintance formed  with  Commissiouer  Cornell,  while  at  Marquette  Nor- 
mal last  summer,  when  I  bad  opportunity  to  explain  the  system  to  him. 

The  week  of  December  12-17  was  spent  with  an  exhibit  at  the  State 
Grange  at  Traverse  City.  Many  delegates  from  both  Peninsulas  called 
at  the  exhibit. 

Places  visited  during  1910. 

r  Townt. 

Bay  Cit^. 

BigRapida. 

Boriana. 

Cadillac. 

(%eboygaD. 

Clare. 

Coldwater. 

Datter. 

Eaat  Lansiog,  M.  A.  < 

Eacanaba. 

Flint. 

Frankfort. 

Fremont. 


Agricultural  College, 
Imlay  City. 

Kalamazoo. 


Graod  Rapida. 

N^aunee. 

Gaylord. 
Ueniogton. 
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Jackson. 

Piokford. 

Kalamazoo. 

Pontiac. 

Lansing. 

Port  Huron. 

Luther? 

McMillan. 

Rockford. 

Manistee. 

Shelby. 
Skandia. 

Marquette,  St.  Normal. 

Standish. 

Muskegon. 

Traverse  City. 

Newaygo. 

Vulcan. 

Wetmore. 

InglUuies. 

ManUtee. 

St.  Johns. 

Menominee. 

Standisb. 

Marquette, 

Traveree  City. 

Owosso. 

Wixom. 

t  miles  during  1910  in  the  service  of 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

BRANCH  COUNTY. 

JAUBS    SWAIN,    COMMISSIONER. 

We  have  used  in  Branch  county  this  year  a  number  of  the  state 
traveling  libraries.  The  people  using  them  are  well  pleased  with  the 
hooks.  One  hundred  (en  of  our  one  hundred  twenty-six  districts  have 
what  we  call  a  school  library,  consisting  of  books  suitable  for  children 
to  read,  from  twenty  to  two  hundred  fifty  volumes;  also  there  are  four 
township  libraries  with  many  very  good  books  for  reference  and  older 
people.  I  think  we  need  to  plan  to  place  more  books  before  the  chil- 
dren that  appeal  to  child  life.  I  feel  sure  tbey  will  respond  with  pleas- 
ure. 

CASS  COUNTY. 

WM.    C.    HALE,    COMMISSIONER. 

During  the  year  1909-1910,  the  interest  in  regard  to  libraries  has  been 
good  in  Case  county.  New  libraries  have  been  started  in  many  of  the 
rural  schools,  and  old  libraries  have  been  increased.  The  work  in 
many  cases  has  been  carried  on  by  the  teachers  holding  socials,  and 
adding  the  money  made  in  this  way  to  the  regular  library  money.  In 
many  cases  libraries  are  first  established  by  means  of  socials,  after 
which  the  district  gives  aid  by  purchasing  library  cases. 

Nearly  all  the  libi-aries  are  kept  in  the  school  room  in  the  care  of  the 
teacher.  I  had  considerable  trouble  to  get  the  libraries  into  tfae  school 
rooms  in  some  cases.  The  directors  always  kept  them  and  very  few 
children  ever  drew  a  book. 

CHARLEVOIX  COUNTY. 

J.    H.    MILFOBD,    COMMISSIONER. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  during  the  past  twr*  or  three 
years  in  regard  to  school  libraries. 

About  two-thirds  of  our  rural  schools  now  have  well  selected  libraries. 
Four  or  five  of  these  libraries  are  the  result  of  energetic  work  on  the 
part  of  some  good  teacher  and  the  otbem  have  heea  legally  established 
by  the  district  in  which  tiie  library  is  located. 

From  inquiries  that  have  reached  me  lately  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
nearly  all  districts  now  without  libraries  will  take  steps  to  establish 
same  this  coming  annual  meeting. 

CHIPPEWA  COUNTY. 

T.    B.    EAflTEROAY,   COMMISSIONER. 

I  have  been  commissioner  more  than  1.^  years.  Have  used  all  reason- 
able efforts  to  induce  even,'  school  in  this  county  to  establish,  eqnip  and 
maintain   a   library   for   its   community.     In   about   two-thirds   of  our 
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Bchools  there  are  libraries  and  iriy  corps  of  teachers  is  doing  good  work 
along  this  line.  We  have  in  this  county  still  a  few  commuaitics  where 
the  bare  idea  of  the  smallest  increased  taxation  incites  bitterest  and 
most  unreasonable  opposition.  Time  will  soon  heal  all  this.  The 
younger  generation  we  can  train  to  think  and  act  intelligently.  As 
these  older  ones  die,  we  say,  ''Requieecat  in  pace." 

DICKINSON  COUNTY. 

EDWARD   L.    PARMBNTBB,   COMMISSIONER. 

Reports  from  the  schools  show  that  there  are  about  fourteen  Michigan 
state  traveling  libraries  in  this  county.  The  transportation  io  most 
cases  has  been  jmid  by  the  boards  of  education.  This  is  prolmbly  twice 
as  many  as  we  have  ever  had  the  privilege  of  using  before.  Their  help- 
fulness and  the  pleasure  that  they  have  given  to  pupils  and  families  in 
our  isolated  communities  have  made  them  an  educative  influence  second 
only  to  that  of  the  schools  themselves,  and  one  that  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  in  the  communities  to  which  they  have  gone.  We  all  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  the  state  of  Michigan  and  its  splendid  provision  for 
this  "school  extension"  feature,  as  well  as  to  the  Board  of  l(il>rary  Coni-- 
mit'sioners  for  its  energy  and  efficiency  in  bringing  this  privilege  to  the" 
attention  of  the  schools  and  the  people. 

Art  all  schools  in  this  county  are  under  the  Township  Unit  System, 
the  township  and  school  libraries  in  every  case  are  combined,  and  nearly 
all  lil>rary  money  is  used  for  the  purchase  of  librarj-  books  suitable  for 
public  school  pupils.  Most  boards  of  education  supplement  the  librarj- 
fund  by  the  appropriation  of  an  equal  amount  from  school  funds.  These 
libraries  are  kept  at  the  schoolhouses,  and  the  teacher  in  every  case  ia 
the  librarian. 

In  addition  to  these  libraries,  about  one-third  of  the  school  communi- 
ties have  availed  themselves  of  the  valued  privilege  of  using  state  travel- 
ing libraries,  a  large  proportion  being  juvenile  libraries.  Boards  of 
education  in  nearly  all  cases  pay  the  ex|>enses  of  transporting  travel- 
ing libraries. 

An  exchange  of  both  school  libraries  and  traveling  libraries  witliin 
each  township  has  been  worked  out,  by  which  they  are  exchanged  in 
rotation  in  a  given  direction  at  intervals  of  three  months  or  more. 
Thus  each  school  in  turn  gets  the  beneflt  of  the  libraries  belonging  to  all 
other  schools  in  the  township.  In  purchasing  hooks,  this  plan  of  ex- 
change is  borne  in  mind,  and  each  school  avoids  duplicating  any  book 
purchased  by  any  of  the  other  schools  in  the  township.  Complete  di- 
rections governing  the  puixhase  and  exchange  of  school  libraries  are 
furnished  to  each  township  superintendent  under  whose  8U|>ervision  the 
plan  is  carried  out. 

These  instructions  call  for  the  selection  of  all  books,  in  the  case  of 
the  smaller  schools,  from  the  Michigan  state  list;  and  by  lai^er  schools 
from  this  and  other  lists  approved  by  the  county  commissioner. 

Each  school  is  provided  with  Parmelee's  Library  Record,  in  which 
u  page  or  more  is  apportioned  to  keeping  a  record  of  the  books  read  by 
each  pupil.  Pe\-erai  schools  are  provided  with  Superintendent  Fergu- 
son's "Ouide  to  <iood  Reading"  which  has  been  found  a  valuable  a!di|c 
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Many  boards  of  education  also  make  an  appropriation  for  juvenile 
periodicals  for  the  reading  tables  of  their  schools. 

The  importance  of  cultivating  a  love  for  books  is  frequently  impreBsed 
upon  teachers,  together  with  suggestions  as  to  how  to  accomplish  this 
end. 

EATON  COirNTT. 

CYNTHIA  A.  OKBEM,  COMMISSIONER. 

Library  conditions  throughout  the  county  are  gradually  improving. 
The  library  money  of  the  districts  is  expended  generally  in  carefully 
selected  books. 

EMMET  CWUNTY. 

U.  S.   BABCOCK,  COMMrSSIONER. 

Concerning  library  conditions  in  Emmet  county,  will  say  I  tliink  a 
great  deal  of  care  is  being  exercised  in  the  selection  of  library  books  in 
this  county.  Nearly  all  of  the  schools  have  a  start  for  a  library  and 
these  are  being  increased  by  careful  selection  each  year.  The  books 
are  nearly  always  selected  from  the  approved  Hats. 

GRAND  TRAVERSE  COUNTY. 

GEO.   L.  CKI9P,  COMMISSIONER. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1910,  considerable  activity  was 
manifested  by  those  engaged  in  school  work  in  the  matter  of  establish- 
ing and  building  up  school  libraries.  This  activity  resulted  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  six  new  district  libraries  and  a  great  many  more  school 
libraries  which  were  unauthorized  by  the  required  vote  of  the  voters 
at  a  district  meeting.  It  also  resulted  in  the  addition  of  several  hun- 
dred new^  volumes  to  old  libraries.  The  city  and  society  libraries  in 
Traverse  City  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  each  serving  to  a  wide 
circle  of  patronage.  The  year  has  witnessed  a  growing  tendency  to 
discard  the  old  time  township  library  in  favor  of  the  smaller  and  more 
effective  district  organization. 

HILLSDALE  COUNTY. 

HAKVBY    MCCI-AVB,  COMMISSIONER. 

Pursuant  to  the  data  you  require  for  statistics,  will  say  that  we  have 
in  Hillsdale  county  160  school  districts,  and  nearly  every  one  of  them 
possesses  a  pretty  good  working  library.  The  books  as  a  rule  are  se- 
lected by  the  teacher,  and  are  made  up  of  the  library  publications  of 
the  different  hook  concerns,  such  as  (iiun  &  <Jo.,  American  Book  (.'om- 
pany,  Houghton  Mifflin  <'o.,  and  D.  A.  Wright.  Most  libraries  contain 
from  fifteen  to  two  hundred  books.  These  books  are  not  only  read  by 
the  pupils,  but  we  are  making  a  strong  effort  to  have  the  pupils  take 
books  home  and  try  to  interest  the  whole  family  in  this  literature. 
Teachers  tell  me  that  this  plan  is  working  out  very  satisfactorily,  and 
the  -'little  red  sclioolhouse  on  the  hill'  is  becoming  more  «nd  i^ore  the 
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literarj'  center  of  the  community  through  the  influence  exerted  by  the 
school  library. 

IONIA  COUNTY. 

HARVEY    H.    LOWEBV,    COM  MI  SSI  ONES. 

Ionia  connty  has  done  much  the  last  few  years  in  establishing  ju- 
venile district  libraries.  About  nine-tenths  of  the  districts  hare  sucb 
libraries.  They  have  been  a  great  help  to  the  school  work,  and  the 
teachers  are  very  much  interested.  Borne  of  our  rural  schools  have  made 
use  of  the  traveling  libraries,  also,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  patrons 
and  pupils. 

The  teachers  usually  have  charge  of  the  libraries  and  the  children 
are  given  access  to  the  books  whenever  they  can  make  use  of  them  in 
their  work  or  have  time  to  spend  from  their  usual  school  work. 

JACKSON  COUNTY.  \ 

T.    M.    SATTLBB,    COMMISBIONEH. 

Regarding  library  work  in  Jackson  county:  I  can  say  that  the  county 
is  being  supplied  rapidly  with  district  libraries.  We  have  193  teachers 
at  work  and  all  but  about  a  dozen  have  access  to  fair  and  good  district 
libraries.  We  are  trying  to  build  the  fair  ones  into  good  ones,  and 
those  that  have  none  into  good  ones.  Then  all  the  good  ones  into  ex- 
cellent ones. 

KALAMAZOO  COUNTY. 

SHERIDAN     M.^PBS,    COMMISSIONER. 

Regarding  school  libraries  of  this  county,  about  eight  out  of  nine 
schools  have  libraries  established  with  an  average  of  eighty-flve  volumes. 
Some  have  many  volumes  of  little  value  to  the  school,  depending  largely 
on  whether  tbey  were  selected  by  the  teacher  or  by  some  one  of  the  dis- 
trict for  use  in  that  community. 

KALKASKA  COUNTY. 

IRKNE     LOOISB    GET-rV,    COMMISSIONBE. 

I  am  glad  to  stale  that,  library  conditions  in  Kalkaska  county  are 
steadily  improving. 

In  1901  we  had  but  eight  school  libraries  in  the  county  if  I  remember 
correctly;  in  1910  we  had  48,  All  of  our  school  libraries  are  growing 
and  developing  year  by  year  in  both  quality  and  quantity  in  a  very 
satisfactory  way. 

Our  teachers  are  awake  to  the  value  of  tlie  library  and  are  taking  ad- 
vantage to  some  extent  of  the  state  traveling  libraries;  interest  is  grow- 
ing and  I  look  for  their  use  in  greatly  increased  numbers  next  year. ' 

Your  representative  Mr.  Bailey,  visited  us  twice  recently  and  his 
work  is  bearing  fruit. 
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KEWEENAW  COUNTY. 

r.    M.   BRAD9HAW,  COMMISSIONER. 

.  I  consider  the  library  conditions  in  this  county  ae  excellent.  Every 
Kcbool  has  a  library  of  aome  sort.  Most  of  the  children  of  the  county 
lire  in  few  schools,  and  in  these  schools  are  found  good  libraries.  I 
find  tlfce  school  authorities  of  the  county  very  free  to  spend  money  for 
library  purposes, 

MACOMB  COUNTY. 

O.    D.    THOMPSON,   C0MMI88I0NEB. 

I  have  nothing  to  write  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  printed  report; 
but  I  will  say  that  I  feel  very  greatly  disappointed — when  I  was  elected 
OommisBioDer,  one  of  the  thin^  that  I  placed  at  the  head  of  my  sheet 
was  that  "I  would  get  a  library  in  every  school."  I  have  learned  that  there 
are  school  boards  that  will  not  allow  a  library  to  be  placed  in  their 
school  house.  I  know  that  in  one  instance,  at  least,  the  Pioneer  set  of 
over  3fl  vol.  has  been  used  for  starting  the  fire.  One  more  difficulty, — 
the  boards  that  do  have  a  library  insist  on  buying  the  cheapest  books 
|K>ssible.  for  example  a  "ten  cent  vol.  of  Uncle  Tom", — poor  paper,  poor 
binding,  a  shabby  concern  through  and  through. 

But  don't  think  we  are  not  making  prepress.  I  have  placed  your 
little  volume  of  library  books  in  every  district  and  a  few  are  getting 
good  books. 

Excuse  this  long  drawn  out,  that  says  nothing,  but  believe  me  Ma- 
comb county  schools  are  going  to  have  libraries. 

MANISTEE  COUNTY. 

U.    J.    L.EIOHTON,    COMM18SIONBB. 

The  library  conditions  have  improved  very  materially  within  the  last 
few  years.  New  libraries  have  been  organized,  the  grange  has  taken 
up  the  matter  of  the  traveling  Jibrary  and  we  now  have  several  in  the 
county.  The  talk  by  Prof.  B.  1>.  Bailey  at  the  big  institute  at  Bear 
r^ke  had  much  to  do  with  awakening  farmers  and  teachers  to  the 
value  Of  a  library  as  an  educational  factor. 

MARQUETTE  COUNTY. 

A,   B.   STERNE,  COMMISSIONER. 

T  think  we  can  claim  a  just  interest  in  the  results  and  work  done  in 
libraries  and  for  libraries  in  this  county.  We  have  the  township  unit 
system  and  In  the  larger  townships  the  accessions  and  general  care  of 
the  libraries  are  all  that  can  be  expe<ted. 

The  use  of  the  circulating  libraries  in  the  smaller  townships  ba» 
l>een  limited  only  in  your  ability  to  supply  them.  These  excellent  li- 
braries are  w«ll   founded   and  completely  established. 
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MASON  COUNTY. 

C.    A.    BINEHART,    COMMISSIONER. 

Libraries  and  reading  tables  are  becouiiog  more  and  more  useful  and 
used  tJiroughout  the  county.  Nearly  every  rural  school  has  its  library, 
though  some  are  not  "legafly  adopted."  A  few  are  still  using  the  towo- 
t^bip  library.  Books  are  generally  purchased  through  the  assistance  of 
teachers,  commiaeionera  and  state  superintendeut's-  lists. 

Traveling  libraries  have  not  been  used  much — schools  are  encouraged 
to  purchase  their  own  libraries.  The  discarded  libraries  given  a  few 
schools  have  been  of  great  help. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

JAMES    J.     KELLEYj    COMMISSIONEB. 

Our  schools  received  about  thirty  cents  for  each  child  in  schopl  this 
year.  We  endeavor  to  secure  good  books  on  travel,  science  and  history. 
The  children  find  them  more  interesting  than  the  "mushy"  stories  in 
some  of  our  old  books. 

OAKLAND  COUNTY. 

A.    h.    CRAtT,   COMMISSIONER. 

About  80%  of  the  schools  of  Oakland  county  are  fairly  well  supplied 
with  libraries.  Some  have  well  selected  libraries,  while  nearly  all 
schools  have  small  libraries  and  are  adding  to  these  each  year.  I  find 
several  schools  well  supplied  with  magazines  and  periodicals  for  the 
reading  tables.  Conditions  along  this  line  have  improved  considerably 
in  the  last  year. 

OCEANA  COUNTY, 

MAROl'EBITE    LUX,    COMMISSIONER. 

About  three-fourths  of  the  districts  in  my  county  have  now  estab- 
lished school  libraries.  All  have  collections  of  books,  more  or  less  valu- 
able, purchased  from  time  to  time  by  teachers  with  money  earned  by 
socials,  etc.  Many  of  my  districts  have  as  you  know  made  use  of  the 
State  traveling  library.  The  unusual  interest  in  library  affairs  evi- 
denced the  last  two  years  in  this  county,  has  been  lately  due  to  the 
good  work  of  your  assistant,  Mr.  B.  D.  Bailey,  who  has  been  with  us 
at  our  Mid-Winter  Rallies.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
the  four  "discarded"  libraries  placed  in  this  county.  They  were  re- 
ceived by  struggling  new  districts  and  have  done  much  good. 

OGEMAW  COUNTY. 

JOSEPHINE    WOODS,    COMMISSIONER. 

There  are  fifty  school  districts  in  Ogemaw  county,  thirty-three  of 
which  have  voted  school  libraries.  A  few  of  the  remaining  schools  have 
access  to  the  township  libraries  of  which  there  are  3  in   the  county. 
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Others  have  no  librai->'  advantages.  A  few  gftt  librarieB  from  the  State 
Library  have  been  distributed  in  the  county. 

The  numl>er  of  books  in  the  school  libraries  vary  from  10  to  200. 
Ab  these  libraries  are  mainly  Bnpported  by  penal  fines,  the  number  of 
Iwoks  added  each  year  depends  upon  the  amount  of  such  fines  which 
is  usually  very  small.  I^st  year,  1010,  about  (415  wtis  distributed 
throiighont  the  county  in  fines,  and  this  is  used  for  library  pufposea 
only. 

The  people  are  taking  a  more  active  interest  in  establishing  school 
district  libraries  and  procuring  books  for  the  same,  due  somewhat  to 
the  assistance  rendered  by  the  State  Library  in  sending  out  lists  of 
books  BuitabTe  for  school  libraries. 

There  remains  yet  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  for  the  library 
movement  in  this  county. 

ONTONAGON  COUNTY. 


Mncli  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  county  the  past  few  years  in 

school  libraries.     In  the  southern  part  the  libraries  are  quite  small, 

but  the  books  are  well  selected  by  the  teachers,  and  board^  of  edaca- 

lion.     In  the  northern  part  there  are  quite  large  libraries  as  follows: 

Ontonagon  library  has  1,000  volumes,  spent  this  year  for  Iraoks    f60 

Rockland  library  has  1,300  volumes,  spent  this  year  for  books. .       50 

Greenland  library  has  1,341  volumes,  spent  this  year  for  books. .      90 

OTTAWA  COUNTY. 

M.    M.    UEOEAPF,   COMMISSIONER. 

Nearly  all  of  our  district  schools  have  established  a  library  and  are 
adding  good  books  from  year  to  year;  of  the  122  districts  in  Ottawa 
county  107  of  them,  I  think,  have  established  libraries. 

The  traveling  library  plan  is  meeting  with  approval  from  all  sections 
of  the  county  and  several  districts  have  taken  advantage  of  this  plan 
this  year. 

I  am  sure  more  use  will  be  made  of  these  libraries  from  year  to  year 
as  the  people  learn  their  value. 

ROSCOMMON  COUNTY. 

ELLEN    HCCBEA,    COMMISSIONER. 

Roscommon  county  has  but  few  libraries  bnt  conditions  are  banning 
to  improve. 

We  have  but  four  township  libraries,  the  largest  on©  containing  500 
books,  the  smallest  285..  There  are  10  district  libraries  ranging  from 
13  to  115  books.  Many  of  the  districts  have  library  money  on  hand 
and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  its  expenditure. 

Several  traveling  libraries  have  been  secured  during  the  past  year 
and  are  very  favorably  regarded  by  most  of  the  people. 
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'  SAGINAW  COUNTY. 

BOETON   3,  TEFFT,  COMMISSIONER. 

The  library  department  of  our  school  work  and  the  interest,  except 
in  a  few  inBtances,  are  not  what  I  desire.  This  seems  to  be  the 
neglected  portion  of  the  school  problem.  I  find  102  districts  reporting 
libraries  in  1910  and  88  districts  reporting  libraries  in  1909,  or  a  net 
gain  of  14  schools  reporting.  The  number  of  volumes  reported  in  these 
districts  in  1910  is  12^30  and  the  number  of  books  added  in  1909-10 
is  approximately  2,323  volumes,  including  old  and  recently  established 
libraries.  Add  to  the  above  libraries  about  ten  to  fifteen  of  the  state 
traveling  libraries  or  50  volumes  each  and  this  will  give  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  books  available  to  the  pupils  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Saginaw  county. 

However,  not  a  small  proiwrtion  of  these  books  is  made  up  of 
poorly  selected  subjects  and  authors.  For  example  I  found  in  one  li- 
brary a  copy  of  "Newton's  Principia"  and  in  others  a  lai^  number  of 
old  copies  of  authors  and  title  long  obsolete,  t^ome  of  abstract  themes. 
In  another  library  in  school  I  found  a  good  oak  sectional  book  case. 
whose  only  contents  were  a  lot  of  paper  bound  novels,  "Wedded  and 
No  Wife,"  etc.  These  books  bad  been  very  kindly  donated  to  the  school 
by  a  philanthropic  patron  of  that  calibre. 

But  in  many  cases  I  have  found  teachers  putting  forth  much  effort  in 
this  direction  and  getting  some  good  results  in  interest  both  in  school 
and  in  the  district.  Good,  wholesome  reading  is  being  put  into  these 
libraries  and  a  fondness  for  good  books  is  being  created  in  the  schools. 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  much  more  can  and  should  be  done  to  estab- 
lish the  reading  habit  in  children  and  to  direct  their  present  and  future 
reading  and  by  so  doing  we  will  greatly  influence  the  thoughts  and  ac- 
tivities of  our  pupils. 

ST.  CLAIR  COUNTY. 

E.    T.    BLACKNEY,    COMMISSIONER. 

In  St.  Clair  county  nearly  every  rural  school  maintains  a  district  li- 
brary. 

The  district  libraries  of  the  county  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  the 
ordinary  school  library  books  and  with  sufficient  supplementary  reading 
books. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  district  libraries  have  in  them  larger  reference 
works  and  it  has  been  our  aim  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  to 
have  all  districts  provide  for  these  also. 

In  general,  our  libraries  are  well  provided  and  cared  for. 

SANILAC  COUNTY. 

CHARLES    G.    PFTNEY,    COMMISSIONER. 

We  have  155  districts  in  the  county,  26  townships.  3  cities.  Tliere 
are  78  libraries  in  the  county  varying  in  size.  In  the  schools  having 
those  libraries  there  are  7,9Hi  children  of  school  age.  One  township, 
Watertown.  has  not  even  one  library. 
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SHIAWASSEE  COUNTY. 

H.    S.    SLOCUM,    COUMiaSIONEB. 

To  be  brief,  I  wish  to  say  that  library  conditions  were  never  better 
ill  Shiawassee  county.  Library  moneys  are  used  onl\'  for  books  and 
boards  of  education  are  using  these  funds  as  they  should. 

VAK  BUREN  COUNTY. 

V,    B,     HUNOEKPMU),    COMMISSIONER. 

With  a  very  few  exceptions  the  districts  of  this  county  are  supplied 
with  school  libraries.  Many  of  the  libraries  have  well  selected  books 
while  others  bear  unmistakable  evidence  of  having  been  selected  by 
some  i»erson  who  wished  to  satisfy  his  taste  for  trashy  stuff  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.  We  are  correcting  as  fast  as  possible  that  con- 
dition by  circulating  the  list  of  books  published  by  the  State  and  also 
getting  school  officers  and  teachers  to  consult  the  commissioner  before 
selecting  books. 

Each  year  we  remind  the  directors  of  the  amount  of  library  money 
in  their  respective  districts  and  urge  them  to  purchase  some  books. 

A  few  teachers  and  school  officers  are  becoming  interested  in  the 
traveling  libraries,  and  I  am  sure  more  will  be  done  along  that  line 
next  year. 

WASHTENAW  COUNTY, 

KVAN   KSSERT,  COMMISSIONER. 

Exclusive  of  Ann  Arbor,  Ypsilanti,  Chelsea,  Dexter,  Manchester, 
Milan  and  Haline,  there  are  140  districts  that  have  legally  established 
libraries. 

In  these  140  libraries  there  are  12,080  volumes.  The  books  are  largely 
for  general  reading  and  were  selected  in  the  main  for  the  children  of 
the  schools.  There  are  reference  books  in  geography,  history,  and  gen- 
eral subjects. 

The  libraries  are  in  the  school  houses  and  are  in  charge  of  the  teach- 
ers. 

The  penal  flues  are  used  for  library  purposes.  Last  year  the  fines 
were  six  cents  per  capita,  much  less  than  usual. 

There  is  a  number  of  teachers  who  raise  money  for  library  purposes 
by  means  of  school  socials. 

I  have  found  two  traveling  libraries  in  rural  schools.  Many  teachers 
have  been  urged  to  make  use  of  these  libraries. 

It  has  been  one  of  my  ambitions  to  see  a  library  in  each  of  the  160 
rural  districts.     We  are  getting  nearer  to  it  everj-  year. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 


I  have  during  my  administration  made  the  school  library  one  of  the 
important  features  of  my  work,  I  found  at  fii-st  that  the  library  hooks 
were  unsuited  to  pupils  of  school  age.     This  defect  has  largely  been 
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I'^medied  by  Bending  out  lists  of  re<»nuuend«l  books  and  by  influencing 
the  sfliool  directors  to  allow  the  teachers  to  purcfaaHe  bookn.  We  have 
now  in  nearly  all  the  rural  schools  of  the  county  good  working  libraries, 
ronsisting  of  hintopical,  geographical  and  mythological  stories.  Teach- 
ers are  eacouRiged  to  interest  pupils  in  the  library  work. 

Teachers  have  been  informed  from  this  office  by  bulletins  how  to 
secnre  the  extension  libraries  from  Lansing.  Many  of  them  have  taken 
Advantage  of  the  opportunity. 

WEXFORD  COUNTY. 

W.    U.    KdUNCB,    COMMISSIONER. 

I  wish  to  report  as  folloT«-s  concerning  library  conditions  in  Wexford 
connty: 

During  the  past  year  as  in  the  year  preceding  the  library  extension 
work  in  Wexford  county  has  been  pushed  forward  with  unusually  good 
results.  There  are  eighty-one  school  districts  in  this  county.  Sixty-- 
four  of  these  reported  district  libraries^  Three  years  ago  there  were 
only  thirty-two  in  the  county.  Eight  of  the  townships  still  maintain 
township  libraries.  These  ton-nship  libraries  are  in  every  way  a  hind- 
rance to  school  libraries  and  they  generally  do  not  do  the  good  expected 
of  tbem. 

The  books  in  these  libraries  are  often  of  a  poor  trashy  kind  or  the 
libraries  are  filled  with  ponderous  reference  works  that  are  seldom  used. 
This  same  condition  is  sometimes  found  in  the  school  libraries  but  more 
often  the  books  have  been  well  selected  and  most  of  the  library  money 
is  now  spent  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher  for  books  that  are 
readable  for  the  average  boy  and  girl  and  at  the  same  time  supplemental 
to  the  sohotd  work. 

Cadillac  maintains  one  of  the  best  Carnegie  libraries  in  the  State. 
It  is  popular  especially  among  the  young  people  and  its  influence  is  8 
stnjng  educational  factor  throughout  the  city.  Six  thousand  dollars 
in  improvements  are  now  being  expended  under  the  direction  of  a  li- 
brary expert. 

The  village  of  Manton  also  has  a  good  sized  library  which  is  liberally 
used  by  its  citizens.  Many  state  traveling  libraries  have  been  used  by 
i^chools  and  organizations  of  various  kinds  during  the  year,  and  are 
becoming  more  popular  as  people  fiud  out  how  easy  it  is  to  get  one 
and  how  valuable  they  are  to  those  who  enjoy  well  selected  reading. 

It  is  our  aim  in  this  county  to  have  a  library  in  every  school  and  to 
have  every  teacher  trained  to  use  the  library  to  its  fullest  advantage. 
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LIBRARY  TBAINIJJG   IN   SUMMKK   SCHOOLS. 

FERRIS   INSTITUTE. 

JOSEPHINE  o'i'LYNN,  INSTRUCTOR. 

The  Slimmer  Bchool  of  lltlO,  opened  July  "tth,  48  students  enrolling 
in  the  library  course.  15  of  these  took  the  peneral  and  3'.i  the 
technical  course.  In  the  matter  of  sex,  the  classes  were  unevenly 
divided,  there  being  S7  women  to  11  men.  Ressions  were  held  daily 
hotb  morning  and  afternoon.  During  the  week  of  duly  18th,  Miss 
-  Massee,  head  of  the  juvenile  room  in  the  Buffalo  public  library,  gave 
talks  on  children's  books,  which  were  attended  hy.  a  number  of  people 
outside  the  classes.  These  talks  were  most  instructive  and  her  truly  de- 
lightful art  of  story  telling  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Through  the  generosity 
of  the  State  Librarian,  a  library-  of  over  500  volumes  was  sent  to  the 
Institute.  This  collection  was  shelved  in  the  large,  well-lighted  quarters 
provided  by  Prof.  Ferris  and  used  as  a  reading  room,  open  during  the 
entire  day  and  free  to  all.  The  number  who  availed  themselves  of  this 
ptrivilege,  both  students  and  members  of  the  faculty,  well  repiiid  any 
extra  labor  involved.  Both'  the  size  of  the  classes  and  the  satisfactory 
results  obtained  were,  I  feel,  largely  due  to  the  hearty  cooperation  of 
Prof.  Ferris  and  his  staff  with  Mrs,  Spencer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Library  Commissioners,  in  her  efforts  to  provide  instruction  in  ele- 
mentary library  methods  for  teachers.  The  summer  school  came  to  a 
close  August  i2th,  with  a  request  from  Prof.  Ferris  to  return  next  year. 
I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  very  courteous  treatment  accorded  me  at 
the  Ferris  Institute  and  also  the  beautiful  souvenir  my  pupils  presented 
me,  accompanied  by  a  poem  written  by  a  member  of  the  class. 


MARQUETTE   XORTHEBS    STATE   NORMAL   SCHOOL. 

MABEL  C.   TRUE,   ISSITtUCTOR. 

The  5th  annual  summer  library  course  was  held  at  the  Northern 
normal  from  June  27th  to  August  5th.  1910. 

There  were  two  courses  offered,  general  and  technical.  The  general 
was  designed  for  teachers  in  rural  schools  where  no  libraries  exist,  and 
aimed  to  give  them  some  idea  of  school  libraries.  Id  this  course  book 
selection,  reference  work  and  children's  literature  were  taken  up.  The 
purpose  of  the  technical  course  was  to  give  the  teachers  instructicMi  in 
putting  their  hooka  into  shape  after  getting  them.  A'ery  simple  in- 
struction was  given  in  accessioning,  classifying  and  cataloging. 

In  the  school  there  was  a  complete  set  of  tools.  There  were  the  regu- 
lation supplies  and  a  working  library,  which  consisted  of  reference  books 
one  would  suggest  for  a  school  library  and  other  books  used  in  illus- 
trating various  points.  The  Commission  furnished  a  library  of  500 
volumes,  following  the  list  made  by  Miss  RiBe    Power,    instructor    in 
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children's  literature,  Cleveland  Normal  school,  1903-08.  There  were 
»ls(>  pictures,  framed  and  nnframed.  suggestive  of  the  work  done  along 
that  line  by  the  State  Ubrary.  The  Library  Bureau  placed  in  the 
school  an  exhibit  of  a  complete  set  of  supplies  necessary  to  put  a  small 
library  in  shape. 

July  7th  to  8th,  Mrs.  Mary  C  Spencer,  State  Librarian  and  Secretary 
of  the  Boai-d  of  Library-  rommiasioners  visited  the  school  and  gave  many 
helpful  suggestions.  The  week  of  July  10th.  Mr.  F.  K.  Walter,  vice- 
director  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Library  school,  gave  10  lectures  ou  reference 
work,  and  the  week  of  July  25th,  Miss  May  Massee,  of  the  children's 
department  in  the  Buffalo  Public  library-,  gave  five  talks  on  children's 
literature. 

The  nine  students  who  took  the  work  were  earnest,  intelligent  work- 
ers and  the  interest  manifested  by  faculty  and  students  not  taking  the. 
course  was  most  gratifying.  Not  only  have  the  stadents  attending  the 
course  been  reached'  but  many  others.  Every  day  of  the  term  saw 
many  visitors  and  during  Mr.  Walter's  and  Miss  Massee's  stay  from 
30-50  visitors  came  each  day.  What  the  Conunission  has  aimed  to  do. 
has  been  to  reach  the  teachers  and  through  them  to  reach  the  boys  and 
girls  in  the  schools.  It  has  performed  its  mission  if  these  teachers  be- 
come  its  missionaries. 


KALAMAZOO  WESTERN  STATE  NORMAIv  SCHOOL. 

ESTHER   BRALEY,   INSTBUCTOR. 

The  course  in  elementary  library  methods  for  teachers  was  given  to 
the  lai^est  and  most  appreciative  class  of  the  five  years  during  which 
the  work  has  been  in  prioress.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  unusually 
high  average  of  ability  of  the  students,  and  partly  to  the  greater  l«ngth 
of  time,  the  division  of  the  course  into  two  parts,  technical  and  general, 
making  it  possible  to  give  time  to  the  more  scholarly  development  of 
the  work. 

The  class  of  24  was  composed  of  2  superintendents  of  schools;  18 
teachers,  of  which  number  9  were  rural  teachers;  3  Normal  students; 
and  one  librarian  of  a  public  library. 

Miss  Massee's  five  lectures  were  of  great  interest  and  profit,  and  Mr. 
Walter's  ten  lectures  were  not  only  of  practical  and  immediate  good, 
but  of  an  equal  value  in  the  view  they  gave  the  students  of  scholarly 
methods  and  definite  helps. 

,  N.   v.,  SPECUI< 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  my  work  as  lec- 
turer on  reference  books  at  the  State  Normal  Schools  at  Marquette  and 
Kalamazoo.  , 

At  each  of  the  schools  ten  regular  lectures  were  given.  At  Mar- 
(juette  eight  appointments  were  duplicated  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  the  students  concerned,  making  in  all  eighteen  appointments.  Two 
of  the  talks  were  general  platform  talks.    At  Kalamazoo  all  ten  lectures 
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were  strictly  on   technical  subjects  to  students  in  the  library  course 

only.  The  subjects  of  the  lectures  at  Marquette  were  as  follows: 

1.  Dictionaries. 

2.  Cyclopedias. 

3.  History,  geography  and  civics. 

4.  Literature. 

5.  Fine  arts. 
♦),  Science. 

7.  Debating. 

8.  Public  documents, 

9.  Uses  of  periodicals. 
10.  Books  as  tools. 

The  last  two  were  platfonn  talks.  At  Kalamazoo  instead  of  the 
last  two  subjects  given  above,  technical  talks  on  literary  handbooks  and 
biography  were  substituted.  Considerable  variation  in  treatment  was 
given  to  meet  the  different  conditions  in  the  two  schools. 

In  general.  I  think  the  courses  are  effecting  what  you  want.  At  Mar 
quette  especially  I  noticed  an  increased  interest,  particularly  in  the 
faculty.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  great  desideratum  which  will 
eventually  bring  in  students  to  the  library  courses.  At  Kalamazoo  the 
interest  was  good,  though  perhaps  less  marked  among  the  faculty.  It 
was  greater  among  the  students.  - 

I  have  become  so  much  interested  in  your  work  with  the  schools  and 
in  its  success  that  I  hope  you  will  call  upon  me  at  any  time  in  the 
future  that  I  can  be  of  any  use  whatever  to  any  one  who  may  have 
tills  in  cha'rge. 


MICHIGAN    STATE   TE.\CHERS'   ASSOCIATION. 


The  Library  Section  of  the  Michigan  State  Teachers'  Association  was 
held  in  Bay  City,  Friday  afternoon,  October  28.  Superintendent  R.  E. 
Ferguson  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  vras  chairman,  and  David  E.  Heineman 
of  Detroit,  secretary.     The  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  at  least  300. 

The  first  address  was  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wyche.  of  New  York  City. 
Hie  address  on  stories  and  story  telling  was  delightful  and  attracted  a 
large  audience.  Mr.  Wyche  is  president  of  the  National  Story  Tellers' 
League  of  America.  He  emphasized  the  place  of  the  stor^'  in  teaching, 
for  when  rightly  used  it  would  give  to  the  teacher's  work  the  sense  of 
reality,  whereas  otherwise  the  teacher  is  likely  to  degenerate  into  a 
mere  hearer  of  lessons.  The  story,  however,  is  no  less  imimrtant  when 
used  as  an  introduction  to  literature,  for  after  all  the  story  preceded 
the  book.  Hence  its  use  by  libraries,  Sunday  school  teachers,  etc.  Mr. 
Wyche  illustrated  his  remarks  by  telling  the  stori-  of  Beowulf,  one  of 
the  Uncle  Remus  stories,  and  several  others. 

Mrs.  Emma  Mont  McRae.  of  Purdue  University,  I^fayette,  Indiana, 
addressed  the  audience  on  the  subject  of  "The  book  as  a  force  in  edu- 
cation." 


i.vL.ooglc 
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Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  state  librarian,  explained  the  work  of  the 
State  Library  with  B{iecial  reference  to  the  traveling  library  service  in 
connection  with  rural  sofaooU.  A  full  display  of  books  and  library-  utili- 
ties was  made  in  the  public  school  library.  It  was  unfortunate  that 
this  display  was  in  a  way  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  meeting  and  for " 
that  reason  was  not  inspected  by  as  many  people  as  it  wonld  have  been 
if  more  centrally  located.  The  library  of  500  selected  books  for  chil- 
dren was  exhibited  and  a  large  amount  of  printed  material  was  dis- 
tributed. At  the  next  meeting  of  the  association  this  display  will  be 
placed  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  library  section,  in  this  way  being 
brought  more  closely  to  the  attention  of  the  teachers. 

In  the  selection  of  officers  of  the  section  for  the  coming  year  Samuel 
H.  Kanck,  of  (irand  Bapids,  was  elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Heiueman 
was  re-elected  secretary. 


-    THE  BOOK  AS  A  FORCE  IX  EDUCATION. 

Synoitsis  of  address  by  Urs.  Emma  Mont  McRae.  teacher  of  English. 
Purdue  University. 

The  definition  of  book — an  expression  of  life — a  work  of  art.  because 
it  is  the  interi>retation  of  one  or  more  phases  of  life  as  felt  and  seen  by 
one  who  has  the  gift  of  penetrating  the  very  souls  of  men,  and  the 
things  pertaining  to  life  itself. 

The  definition  of  education — a  process  of  growing  to  the  lai^r,  the 
fuller,  the  more  effective,  the  more  joyous,  the  more  nearly  ideal  life. 

As  a  means  of  culture,  external  nature  compared  with  the  book; 
contact  with  men  and  women,  with  the  activities  of  life  compared  with 
the  book — the  limitations  and  the  advantages  of  the  book. 

The  function  of  literature  in  the  process  of  education:  The  gaining 
of  knowledge;  the  enlargement  of  sympathy  through  more  thorough  un- 
derstanding; the  heightening  of  ideals;  the  giving  of  a  sense  of  conduct. 

The  comparative  value  of  biography,  history,  fiction,  poetry, — 

Biography  stimulates  because  it  is  a  recital  of  actual  attainment. 

Historj-  gives  setting  for  individual  life,  and  gives  one  a  sense  of 
being  part  of  the  world  progress  as  the  stream  is  traced  from  far-away 
sources  through  the  various  wanderings  and  mistakes  of  struggling, 
striving  human  effort  toward  the  open  sea. 

Fiction  gives  fancy  and  imagination  vim  until  the  child  is  able  to 
people  his  own  world  with  i-ealities — through  it  he  sees  his  own  being 
iind  motives  as  he  has  not  seen  them  before.  The  creatures  of  fiction 
are  able  to  reveal  the  inmost  springs  of  life  as  no  actual  i>erson  could 
bring  himself  to  do — in  the  persons  of  the  story  the  reader  finds  a 
revelation  of  himself  and  is  made  to  realize  his  own  aspirations  through 
a  recognition  of  human   possibilities. 

Poetry  lifts,  illuminates  and  soothes,  it  reaches  the  spirit^"The 
poets'  song  is  of  what  the  world  will  be  when  the  years  have  died  awjM ," 
"The  poet  was  born  in  a  golden  clime,  dowered  with  the  hate  of  hate, 
the  scorn  of  scorn,  the  love  of  loves.  He  sees  through  life  and  death, 
through  his  own  kouI.  He  multiplies  truth,  freedom  is  reared,  wisdom 
is  traced  in  flame,  and  by  her  name  all  evil  dreams  of  power  are  shaken. 
One  poor  poet's  scroll  may  shake  the  world,"  The  poet  leads — follows 
the  gleam  and  in  turn  l>ecomes  the  gleam. 
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The  function  of  the  teacher  id  process  of  education  through  the  Book: 
To  teach  in  so  far  as  teaching  helps,  not  hinders — examples  of  over- 
teaching. 

To  inspire  appreciation  by  his  owTi  appreciation  of  the  trutli  and 
l>eaut.v  of  the  literature.  To  seek  to  nuderstaad  the  individual  pupil,  so 
us  to  lead  him  to  something  good  though  it  iua,v  not  be  such  as  the 
teacher  finds  most  appealing  to  himself. 

To  realize  that  the  living  world  of  today  compels  the  attention  of  live 
boys  and  girls — that  looks  are  not  all  of  life. 

To  keep  in  mind  that  literary  culture  means  far  more  than  aesthetic 
appreciation,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  forget  that  the  incidental, 
suggestive,  ethical  bearing  of  true  art  is  far  more  likely  to  take  bold 
u|H>u  the  heart  of  the  pupil. 

The  teachers'  chief  function  is  to  secure  a  love  for  the  best  literature. 

"Heaven-up-histedness" — is  the  expression  that  Henry  VanDyke  puts 
into  the  mouth  of  an  old  woodman  of  the  Adirondacks'  as  exprensiug  the 
feeling  that  came  to  him  whenever  be  could  climb  to  the  top  of  a  cer- 
tain mountain.  This  is  an  uncouth,  but  eloquent  phrase  to  describe  the 
function  of  a  great  book. 

We  need  the  books  that  help  us  out  of  despair  and  frivolity,  out  of 
incessant  mirth,  into  the  religion  of  thouglitfulueHs  where  we  can  see 
the  real  splendor  of  life,  the  way  to  triumph  over  it  all.  where  we  can 
gather  together  the  sti-ength  net-essary  to  live  courageously,  to  learn 
to  know  what  it  means  to  be  guid^  by  the  stem  '"Daughter  of  the  Son 
of  God,"  samtitii'd  by  the  benediction  of  love — duty  and  love,  the  two 
leaders  coni|)elling  ever  onward  into  the  realm  of  jwace.  Toward  this 
path  the  best  books  are  ever  pointing — ^if  heeded  they  illuminate  the 
pathway  which  leads  to  that  "beauty  which  is  truth,  to  that  truth  which 
is  beauty." 
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A  most  interesting  and  instructive  exhibition  of  books  and  library 
utilities  was  made  by  the  Board  at  the  r[)per  Peninsula  Educational 
Association,  held  in  Xegaunee.  Oct«»ber  13.  14  and  15.  One  room  in  the 
beautiful  school  building  in  that  city  was  devoted  to  this  exhibit  and  the 
greatest  iutercist  manifested  by  the  membei's  of  this  association  and  by 
general  visitors.  The  secretary  of  the  lK)ard  and  the  county  or- 
ganizer were  in  attendance,  and  large  quantities  of  hel))ful  material  were 
distributed.  The  interest  was  so  great  at  the  meeting  of  this  association, 
that  a  library  section  was  added  to  the  program.  Miss  Lydia  E.  Steele 
was  chosen  by  the  executive  connniltee.  as  chairman,  and  Mrs  Mary  C. 
Spencer,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  secretary. 
A  special  effort  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  Boanl  to  secure  de- 
sirable speakers  for  this  section,  and  a  full  display  of  books  and  equip- 
ments will  be  exhibited.  It  will  be  well  worth  while  for  all  the  teachers 
to  visit  this  display,  as  the  help  they  will  receive  by  coming  in  contact 
with  advanced  library  methods  and  the  examination  of  the  books  which 
will  be  shown,  will  be  exceedingly  helpful  to  them  in  their' school  work. 
If  possible  the  display  will  be  in  the  room  where  the  sectipu  vrill  be 
held.  D.i,,zs<i;yV.OOglL 
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SOME  SUGGESTIONS  ON   SCHOOL  LIBRARIES    WITH    RECOM- 
MENDED LIST. 

E.    W.   YOST,  COMMISSIONER  OF  SCHOOLS,  DKTBOIT,   MICH, 

Dr.  Johnson  is  quoted  as  Rayinf;  that  "much  may  be  done  with  a 
Scotchman  if  he  is  caught  young."  The  same  maj  be  said  of  an  Ameri- 
can. And  the  best  lure  with  wliich  to  catch  and  hold  him  is  a  good 
book.  Give  a  bo,v  a  love  for  good  books  and  you  liave  not  only  safe- 
guarded him  against  vice,  but  yon  have  given  him  the  means  of  con- 
tinuing his  edncation  long  after  his  school  days  are  over;  you  have  pot 
into  his  hands  the  best  means  of  forming  character,  purposes  and  ideals, 
and  thus  determining  in  large  measure  his  success  in  life.  Greiit  men 
of  all  times  have  testified  that  their  achievements  have  been  due  to  the 
inspiration  received  from  some  helpful  book  or  books. 

The  best  means  of  interesting  pupils  in  books  is  by  reading  aloud  to 
them.  A  number  of  new  books  should  be  withheld  from  circulation  for 
awhile  and  reserved  for  this  purpose.  "When  you  cannot  read  more 
than  one  book  in  a  thousand,  how  important  that  the  one  you  choose  is 
the  best  in  all  the  thousand." 

The  value  of  reading  aloud  is  multiplied  when  interspersed  with  fre- 
quent questions  by  the  teacher  and  discussions  by  the  pupils  of  the 
characters,  actions  and  events  of  the  story.  Thus  they  are  led  to  char- 
acterize the  [>er8on8  and  actions  involved  as  good  or  bad;  to  commend 
and  imitate  the  good,  and  to  condemn  and  avoid  the  evil.  Thoughtful 
preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  for  this  is  a«  important  as  for 
any  other  school  exercise. 

"Shall  I  let  pupils  read  library  books  in  school  hours,  after  their  les- 
sons are  learned?"  is  often  asked.  A  strong  teacher  can  sometimes  do 
so;  but  in  any  case,  watchfulness  is  needed.  In  general,  this  privilege, 
if  allowed,  should  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  ^oks  related  to  their 
studies. 

The  teacher's  familiarity  with  the  contents  of  the  library  will  be  in 
large  degree  the  measure  of  its  usefulness,  for  this  will  determine  ber 
ability  to  intelligently  assist  pupils  in  choosing  Iwoks  and  to  assign 
parts  of  different  books  related  to  the  daily  lesson  in  geography,  history, 
reading,  etc.,  to  be  looked  up  by  designated  members  of  the  class.  This 
will  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  recitation. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  the  teacher  should  have  a  voice.  Where  the 
amount  at  the  disposal  of  the  school  is  small,  the  relative  prices  of  dif- 
ferent books  will  naturally  I>e  a  large  factor  in  making  up  the  list. 

Boards  of  education  are  expressly  authorized  by  law  to  make  appro- 
{iriations  for  school  libraries.  The  amounts  received  from  the  apportion- 
ment of  penal  fines  are  not  enough.  They  should  be  supplemented  by 
annual  appropriations,  ^^'here  the  board  is  backward  about  doing  this, 
a  petition,  signed  by  teacher,  pupils  and  parents  will  often  help.  Among 
other  means  successfully  employed  for  increasing  the  library  fund  are 
subscriptions,  box-socials,  paid  entertainments,  etc.  Enterprising  teach- 
er. ,zJi..=X-OOQTC 
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era  Hotnetimes  Becure  the  promise  of  the  board  to  appropriate  as  much 
additional  as  the  school  will  raise.' 

Only  books  durably  bound  and  with  good  print  should  be  purchased. 

A  common  error  is  in  not  selecting  a  large  enough  proportion  for  the 
lower  grades.  Books  that  are  suited  to  one  department  are  generally 
read  with  profit  and  interest  by  the  ones  above. 

New  copies  of  books  that  have  proved  their  popularity  and  usefulness 
by  becoming  worn  out  should  be  included  when  ordering  again. 

When  books  are  received,  they  should  be  carefully  checked  on  the  in- 
voice, and  their  titles  entered  alphabetically.     Each  book  should  have 

written  or  stamped  on  the  inside  cover  the  words  "Property  of 

Township,  No ,"  the  number  referring  to  the  book. 

The  teacher  should  supervise  the  drawing  of  books,  and  see  that  the 
children  keep  them  clean  and  free  from  injury.  They  should  be  care- 
fully inspected  when  returned.  They  should  not  be  kept  longer  than 
two-  weeks.  In  general,  pupils  should  be  required  to  pay  for  any  dam- 
age done  to  them. 

The  larger  libraries,  sucli  as  contain  books  suitable  for  general  circu- 
lation in  the  community,  can  be  made  most  useful  by  means  of  printed 
lists  distributed  to  the  homes.  Where  these  cannot  be  afforded,  written 
lists,  made  by  pupils,  will  answer. 

The  loan  of  a  state  traveling  library  can  be  secured  free  of  charge.  A 
number  of  our  teachers  have  been  enterprising  enough  to  get  them.  For 
particulars,  address  the  Commissioner,  or  the  State  Librarian,  Jjansing, 
Mich. 

The  usefulness  of  the  library  in  small  schools  is  increased  by  keeping 
in  separate  groups  or  on  separate  shelves  the  books  suited  to  the  pri- 
mary, intermediate  and  higher  grades.  A  label  on  the  back  of  each  vol- 
ume showing  to  which  group  it  belongs  will  help.  Children  are  some- 
times prevented  from  forming  a  taste  for  reading  by  drawing  at  first 
books  that  are  too  difficult  for  them. 

In  schools  of  more  than  one  department,  each  room  should  be  provided 
with  a  bookcase,  which  should  contain  the  books  suited  to  the  use  of 
that  room.  Not  only  does  this  promote  acquaintance  with  books  and  a 
desire  to  read  by  making  them  easily  accessible,  but  as  pupils  are  ad- 
vanced from  room  to  room,  they  are  brought  in  turn  into  familiar  rela- 
tions with  new  books  corresponding  to  their  advancement.  The  law  re- 
tguires  Iwards  of  education   to   furnish  a  bookcase  for  every  school. 

The  last  half-hour  Friday  afternoon  can  he  devoted  profitably  to  dis- 
cussing liooks,  interesting  the  children  in  reading  and  allowing  them  to 
draw  books  to  take  home.  The  best  way  to  get  children  to  read  a  book 
for  themselves  is  to  read  part  of  it  aloud,  stopping  in  an  interesting 
place. 

A  sj'stem  of  exchange  among  the  schools  of  the  same  tonnehip  each 
year  will  multiply  the  usefulness  of  libraries. 

In  the  accompanying  list,  it  will  be  noted  that  under  each  group  books 
suited  to  the  lower  grades  are  listed  first.  Where  libraries  and  appropri- 
ations are  small,  selections  should  be  made  from  this  list.  ^\Tiere  larger, 
we  will  furnish  on  request  the  recommended  list  issued  by  the  State 
Superintendent. 

Three  tests  of  a  book  for  children  are:  First,— Is  it  interesting? 
Second, — Is  it  helpful?     Third, — Is  it  standard  literature? 
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In  the  following  list,  a  single  star  indicates  books  that  are  recom- 
mended to  be  read  aloud  to  pupils. 

"Ref."  Indicates  reference  books,  etc.,  for  the  uae  of  teacher  or  pnpils. 
These  should  be  retained  in  exchanging  libraries. 

''P*'  indicates  books  suited  to  primary  pupils,  including  the  first  four 
grades;  "I,"  to  the  fifth  and  sixth,  or  intermediate  grades;  and  "G"  to 
the  grammar  grades.  A  comparatively  small  number  are  mariied  "G," 
as  most  of  those  classified  as  intermediate  are  equally  suited  to  the 
grammar  grades,  The  books  under  most  groups  are  divided  into  two 
lists,  "A"  and  "B,"  those  under  list  "A"  being  recommended  for  pur- 
chase first  on  acei»unt  of  being  more  desirable  or  lower  in  price,  etc. 

An  extra  copy  of  this  book-list  is  sent  to  each  teacher.  She  will  save 
herself  much  work  as  well  as  danger  of  mistakes  by  putting  a  check 
mark  (v)  before  each  book  wanted,  and  sending  the  Hat  as  marked  to 
the  Secretary  at  the  proper  time.  If  the  titles  are  copied,  however,  care 
should  be  taken  to  specify  the  editors  and  prices  named.  Most  of  the 
books  can  be  secure<I  through  our  large  Detroit  book  stores  at  about  the 
alwve  (pioted  yirices. 


Anderson's   Stories.   Riverside   Ed PI     .35 

♦Birds'  Chriatmaa  Carol,  Wiggin P  .34 

♦Little  Lord  Fauntleray,  Burnett P  .85 

Black  Beauty,  Sewell I  ,23 

Beautiful  Joe,  Saunders - I  .25 

Five  Little  Peppers,  Lothrop. .  - I  .24 

Grimm's  Household  Tales. - 1  .30 

Heidi,  Spyri I  ,35 

A  charming  story  of  Swiss  life. 

Robinson  Crusoe.  Defoe,  Stephens  Ed.,  Am.  Book  Co I  .45 

Toby  Tyler;  or  Ten  Weeks  with  a  Circus,  Otis I  .40 

Tanglewood  Tales,  Hawthorne I  .35 

♦Widow  CCallaghan'a  Boys,  Zollinger I  .85 

Wonder-Book,  Hawthorne,  Riverside  Ed I  ,30 

Rebecca  of  Sunnybrook  Farm,  Wiggin G  .88 

Tom  Brown's  School  Days,  Hughes,  Riverside  Ed G  .40 

Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.  Stowe G  ,45 

The  Page  Story  Book,  Spaulding,  Chiis.  Scribner's  Sons .    G 

FICTION — LIS'?   B. 

Adventures  of  a  Brownie,  Craik,  Ed.  Pub.  Co PS  .30 

Fairy  Stories  and  Fables,  Baldwin P  .32 

Letters  from  a  Cat,  Jackson P  .84 

■  Alice  in  Wonderland,  Carroll I  .33 

Cuore:  The  Heart  of  a  Boy,  DeAmicis,  - I  .34 

Dog  of  Flanders,  Rame,  Sara  D.,  Jenkins  Ed I  .25 

HansBrinker:     A  Story  of  Holland,  Dodge 1  .45 

Hoosier  Schoolboy.  Eggleston .  . . ,  - I  .45 

Jungle,  Book,  KiplingTThe  Century  Co I  1 .00 

Little  Men,  Alcott I  .95 

Little  Women,  Alcott I  .95 

Nights  with  Uncle  Remus,  Harris I  1 .05 

Tales  from  Shakespeare,  Lamb,  Riverside  Ed I  .40 

Uncle  Remus:     His  Songs  and  His  Sayings,  Harris I  1.40 

Water  Babies,  Kingsley.  McMillan  Co I  .40 

Arthur  Bonnicastle,  Holland , G  .45 

cSX'^S'H^r.h     jOi*™     In...v.l..H,M.Co 0  .a 

Ivanhoe.  Scott,  Riverside  Ed L-.^.-i^i'ir  ^>-L(t.10Qw 
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Jean  Mitchell's  School,  Wray G 

Though  written  especially  for  teachers,  it  will  interest  pupib  also. 

Numbere  Stove,  Rame,  Maynard,  Merrill  4  Co G 

Last  of  the  Mohicans.  Cooper G 

More  fiction  in  the  fonn  of  short  stories,  especially  for  primary  grades,  will 
be  found  in  the  "Collections," 

BIOOiUPHY,     BIBTORY     AND     HISTOEY     8T0BIES — LIST    A. 


Stories  of  American  Life  and  Adventure,  E^ieston P 

Stories  of  Great  Americans  for  Little  Americans,  Eggleston  ■ .- P 

Ten  Boys  Who  Lived  on  the  Road  from  Long  Xgo,  Andrews P 

Old  Stories  of  the  East,  Baldwin P 

American  Indians,  Starr I 

•How  Success  Is  Won,  Bolton I 

Brief  biographies  of  eminent  men. 

♦Young  Cititen,  Dole I 

American  Authors  for  Young  Folks,  Harris,  Lathrop  Pub.  Co I 

LIST  B. 

Four  American  Inventors:    Fulton,  Whitney,  Morse,  Edison PS 

Four  American  Patriots:    Henry,  Hamilton,  Jackson,  Grant P 

Four  American  Naval  Heroes:     Jones,  Perry,  Farragut,  Dewey P 

Old  Greek  Stories,  Baldwin P 

Benjamin  FrankUn,  The  True  Story  of,  Brooks 

Four  American  Pioneers:     Boone,  Clarke,  Crockett,  Caraon 

Four  American  Poets:    Bryant,  Longfellow,  Whittier,  Holmes . 

Lincoln,  Child's  Life  of,  Putnam. .    

When  Michigan  Was  New,  Holland 

Stories  of  Colonial  Children,  Pratt 

McMasier's  Primary  History  of  the  U.  8 

Stranire  Peoples,  Starr 

Girls  Who  Became  Famous,  Bolton 

Story  of  the  English,  Guerber G 

C. ,.^_n ^.._L_.  Q 


Up  from  Slavery,  Booker  T.  Washih^n - G      1 

An  inspiring  autobiography. 
Young  American,  Judson G 

GEOGRAPHY,  DESCRIPTION   AND  TBAVBL — LIST  A. 

Around  the  World,  Carroll,  First  Book P  $ 

Around  the  World,  Carroll,  Second  Book P 

Big  People  and  Little  People  of  Other  Lands,  Shaw P 

Seven  Little  Sisters,  Andrews , P 

Our  Country:  East 

Our  Country:  West 

A  Little  Journey  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  George .  . 
A  Little  Journey  to  Hawaii  and  the  Philippines.  .  . 
A  Little  Journey  to  Mexico  and  Central  America .  . 

A  Little  Journey  to  Alaska  and  Canada 

Around  the  World,  Carroll,  Book  Three 

South  America,  Carpenter's  Geographical  Readers . 

Europe,  Carpenter's  Geographical  Headers 

Wild  Life  Under  the  Equator,  DuChaillu 

Little  Journey  to  Turkey  and  Greece 

Little  Journey  to  Russia  and  Austria 

Little  Journey  to  Norway  and  Sweden 

Little  Journey  t«  China  and  Japan,  George 


Little  Journey  to  England  and  Wales . ■ .1 

Little  Journey  to  Holland,  Belgium  and  Denmark E:.-  rz^r.-;;  '.i_iOO'?l 


36  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  UBRARY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Little  Journey  to  Iceland  and  Scotland 1  .40 

Little  Journey  to  France  and  Switierland I  ,40 

Little  Journey  to  Spain  and  Portugal I  .40 

Little  Journey  to  Geraiany I  .40 

Stoddard's  Glimpaes  of  the  WorW All  1 .75 

Two  Years  before  the  Mast,  Dana G  .23 

Michigan  Book,  Silas  Farmer  &  Co.,  Detroit G  .50 

A  minature  cyclopedia  of  facta  about  Michigan. 

BCIBNCB  AND   NATURE. — UST  A. 

Aunt  Martha's  Comer  Cupboard,  Kirby P$  .27 

Book  of  Catfl  and  Dogs,  Johonnot P  .16 

Boy  on  a  Farm,  Abbott P  .41 

Lobo,  Rag  and  Viien,  Thompson — -Seton P  .45 

Three  of  the  bmt  stories  from  "Wild  Animals  I  Have  Known." 

Through  the  Farmyard  Gate - P  .85 

Stories  and  rhymes  about  pets  and  animals.     Beautifully  illustrated. 

Primer  of  Forestry,  Pinchot,  Part  One I 

Primer  of  Forestry,  Pinchot,  Part  Two I 

These  two  beautifully  illustrated  and  interesting  books  can  be  had  free 
of  charge  by  addressing  tne  Bureau  of  Forestry,  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  stating  that  they  are  for  a  school  library. 

Short  Stories  of  Our  Shy  NeighborB,  Kelley II  ,45 

American  Boys'  Handy-Book,  Beard I  1 ,40 

First  Principles  of  Agriculture,  Goff  and  Mayne G  .72 

Should  De  read  by  all  fanners'  boys. 
Call  of  the  WUd 

LI9T  B. 

Among  the  Farmyard  People,  Pierson P$  .90 

Delightful  nature-stones  about  domestic  animals. 

American  Inventions  and  Inventors,  Mowry I  ,59 

Biography  of  a  Grizzly,  Thompson— Seton I  1 .05 

First  Book  of  Birds,  MlUer I  .54 

Talks  about  Animals I  .48 

Boys'  Book  of  Inventions,  Baker G  1.40 

POKTSy. 

Denslow's  Mother  Goose.     Beautifully  Illustrated ■ PS1,05 

Book  of  Nursery  Rhymes,  Welch P  ,25 

Child-Rhymes,  James  Whitcomb  Riley I  .80 

Love  Songs  of  Childhood,  Field I  .75 

Longfellow's  Complete  Poems,  Cambridge  Ed G  1.25 

Ladv  of  the  Lake,  Scott.     Am.  Book  Co G  .28 

A  Cnild's  Garden  of  Verses,  Robert  Louis  Stevenson G 

Additional  poetry  will  be  found  in  the  nest  group,  "Collections," 

COLLECTIONS — LIST  A. 

Choice  Literature,  Williams,  Book  One,  Primary PI  .21 

Choice  Literature,  Williams,  Book  Two,  Primary P  .23 

Folk-Lore  Readers,  Primer P  .30 

Folk-Lore  Readers,  Book  One P  .30 

Folk-Lore  Headers,  Book  Two P  .40 

Fifty  Famous  Stories  Retold,  Baldwin P  .32 

Graded  Memory  Selections,  Educational  Pub.  Co.     For  all  grades P  .25 

Heart  of  Oak  Book9,First  Book P  .19 

Rhymes  and  jingles  for  youn^t  children. 

Choice  Literature,  WiUiams.  Book  One,  Intermediate I  .26 

Choice  Lit«rature,  Williams,  Book  Two,  Intermediate I  .32 

Peerless  Reciter Ref.  .  56 
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COLLBCnONB — LIST  B. 

Hiawatha  Primer,  Holbrook P  ♦     .38 

Graded  Literature  Headera,  Third  Bobk P  .45 

Graded  Literature  Readers,  Fourth  Book P  .45 

Heart  of  Oak  Books,  Second  Book P  .32 

Fables  and  nursery  tales. 

Lincoln  Literary  Collection .90 

Best  literature  for  speaking.  memoriEing,  special  day  exercises,  etc. 

Choice  Literature,  Williams,  Book  One,  Grammar  Grades G  .36 

Choice  Literature,  Williams,  Book  Two,  Grammar  Grades G  .45 

"The  selections  in  these  books  are  from  the  best  in  literature." 

BOOKS    FOR    REPERENCS,    TEACHBBS'    USE,    ETC. — LIST    A. 

Lessons  on  Manners,  Lee  and  Sbepard Ref..  S     .30 

Should  be  used  by  the  teacher  as  a  handbook  for  teaching  this  subject 
in  every  school.     The  outlines  in  the  Manual  (pp.  14&49)  are  from  this  book. 

Young  Folks'  Cyclopedia  of  Common  Things,  Champlin Ret.      1.75 

Young  Folks'  Cyclopedia  of  Persons  and  Places,  Champlin Ref.      1.75 

Every  schoolroom  but  the  primary  should  be  supplied  with  these  books. 

Plan-Books,  George,  Primary  Grades,  Vol.  1:  Autumn Ret.  1 .00 

Plan- Books,  George,  Primary  Grades,  Vol.  2:  Winter Ref,  1. 00 

Plan-Books,  George,  Prunary  Grades,  Vol.3:  Spring Ref.  1.00 

The  Plan-Bocks  should  oe  on  every  t«acher's  desk. 

Gaynor'8  Songs  of  the  Child-World Ret.  .80 

Among  Country  Schools,  O.  J.  Kem Ref.  1 .00 

LIST  B. 

Plan- Books,  Intermediate  Grades,  Vol.  1:  Autumn Ref.  $  1 .00 

Plan-Books,  Intermediate  Grades,  Vol.  2:  Winter Ref.      1  00 

Plan-Books,  Intermediate  Grades,  Vol.  3;  Spring Ret.       I  00 

Hill's  School  Library  Encyclopedia,  4  vols Ref.     10.25 

Franklin  Square  Song  Collections,  Nob.  1  to  8,  McCoskey  Ed Ref.  .  55 

PERIODICALS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL. 

Ofosei.v  connected  with  the  subject  of  libraries  for  children  is  the 
matter  of  periodicals.  These  are  often  the  best  introduction  to  and 
means  of  ioteresting  children  in  books.  The  same  principles  apply  in 
(electing  them. 

Where  possible,  a  reading  table  for  periodicals  should  be  provided. 
Room  for  it  can  often  be  made  by  removing  uuused  seats  from  a  corner  of 
the  room. 

Some  boards  of  education  apportion  a  few  dollars  for  this  pnrpose 
when  asked.  Where  they  do  not,  the  same  means  of  raising  money  as 
suggested  for  books  are  at  the  teacher's  command. 

The  periodicals  can  be  made  much  more  useful  by  allowing  pupils  to 
lake  them  home  over  night. 

The  following  papers  and  magazines  are  recommended  for  schoolroom 
use.  Where  several  different  ones  are  to  be  subscribed  for,  lower  prices 
can  be  secured  through  a  subscription  agency.  Six  months'  subscrip- 
tions can  be  made  for  half  of  the  price  named. 

Little  Folks'  Magazine,  Salem.  Mass.,  fl.OO-  Monthly.  Six  months' 
trial  subscription,  twenty-five  cents. 

The  Youth's  Companion,   Boston,  Mass.,  tl.75.     W'eekly. 
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St.  NictiolaB,  'Sew  York  City.  Through  eubscription  agencieB  f2.65. 
Monthly.     New  York  City. 

The  American  Boy,  Detroit,  Mich.,  ILOOt  Monthly. 

The   Moderator,   Lansing,   Mich.,   f2.00,   Weekly. 

Our  Dumb  Animals,  Boston,  Mass.,  Free  to  Schools.     Monthly. 

For  particulars  address  Geo.  T.  Angell,  19  Milk  8t.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Training  pupils  to  read  and  to  lore  good  literature  is  by  far  the  most 
important  work  done  in  schools. — Child-Study  Monthly. 

How  many  dull  and  indolent  youths  have  been  stirred  with  nobler 
purposes  by  the  reading  of  a  single  book!  How  many  discouraged  and 
sidetracked  sonis  hare  had  new  hope  aroused  in  them,  have  absorbed 
new  courage  and  have  won  success  through  the  inspiration  of  one  book! 
— Success. 

A  book  that  makes  us  want  the  better,  kindlier,  truer,  to  make  more 
of  our  life,  to  do  more  for  our  fellows,  to  walk  nearer  to  God*,  is  a  good' 
book,  whether  it  be  a  novel  or  a  volume  of  sermons. — Forward. 

Give  a  child  a  taste  for  good  books  and  the  means  of  gmtifying  it, 
and  you  can  hardly  fail  in  making  him  a  happy  man. — Sir  John  Her- 
schel. 

What  we  lead  a  child  to  love  and  desire  is  more  than  what  we  make 
him   leam, — ^^Anon. 

A  teacher's  chief  work  is  to  bring  children  into  contact  with  good 
things  in  nature,  literature,  art  and  society. — F,  J.  Cooke, 

No  youth  can  be  truly  educated  who  is  not  taught  to  read  and  to  love 
the  b^t  literature. — John  McDonald. 
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CHILDREN'S  READING  IN  THE  HOME. 

BY   ANNA   8.    HAEBINOTON,  LANSING. 

I  choofie  to  limit  my  sabject  to  reading  in  tbe  borne  chiefly  because 
I  believe  that  the  home  is  the  true  cradle  and  uouriBher  of  all  culture. 
To  state  at  once  the  essence  of  this  matter,  I  will  remind  you  of  the 
nursery  rhyme: 

"Now  parents  that  have  children  dear, 
And  eke  you  that  have  none, — 
If  you  would  keep  them  safe  abroad. 
Pray  keep  them  safe  at  borne." 

It  is  a  common  error  to  consider  tbe  reading  a  child  does  at  home 
as  of  no  serious  importance.  On  the  contrary  it  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance and  the  home  powers  should  guide  and  guard  the  child  as 
carefully  in  his  entrance  into  the  company  of  books  as  they  do  into 
that  of  playmates  and  companions. 

It  is  that  which  a  child  reads,  not  as  a  task,  but  as  a  pleasure  that 
will  lead  him  on,  through  the  ramifying  paths  of  human  knowledge  and 
human  experience,  to  ever  wider  horizons.  Can  teachers  and  librarians 
give  him  the  clew  to  the  ci-owded  world  of  books?  They  do  their  part 
well,  but  how  limited  is  their  time  and  opportunity!  Is  he  likely  to 
discover  it  for  himself?  We  all  know  that  tbe  world  of  books  is  as 
vast  and  as  impenetrable  to  inexperience,  as  little  to  be  viewed  as  a 
whole,  as  little  to  be  traversed  without  guidance  with  any  surety  of 
arriving  at  a  desirable  goal,  as  is  some  great  forest. 

1  find  many  statements  from  men  wliose  business  is  education,  to  the 
effect  that  schools  alone  do  not  and  can  not  give  tbe  foundation  on 
which  a  knowledge  and  love  of  good  reading  is  based,  that  an  established 
habit  of  reading  is  worth  more  to  a  student  tliau  all  the  English  courses 
in  a  college  curriculum;  that,  as  one  man  puts  it,  "the  best  read  under- 
graduates are  those  who  read  as  they  breathe,  without  benefit  of  fac- 
ulty." 

Another  writer  gives  some  appalling  examples  of  the  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  our  young  college  men  of  matters  absolutely  essential  to  any 
kind  of  an  education  that  deserves  to  be  called  liberal.  Prof.  Wilbur 
Y,  Cross,  of  Yale,  gives  a  striking  illustration  of  that  ignorance  in  the 
case  of  the  English  Bible.  "Not  long  age,"  he  says,  "to  recall  an  ex- 
treme case,  not  one  of  forty  students  under  my  instruction  could  quite 
place  Judas  Iscariot." 

"Tbe  Oreek  and  Latin  classics  are  in  a  like  case  and  the  best  part 
of  English  literature  is  fast  growing  unintelligible  even  to  those  of  our 
young  readers  who  have  enjoyed  what  is  euphemistically  called  "edu- 
cational advantages." 

Upon  this  point  I  quote  Prof.  Grant  Showermnn  of  Wisconsin,  who 
informs  us  of  students  wbo  have  told  him  that  "The  C^nt^^ur^  |  t^nd 
Chimeras  were  Cemian  tribes  ( 


have  told  him  that    "The    Centaurs  .  t^nd 
i  conquered  by  Augustus,"    '*-'*^)^«eljrd- 
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ing  to  one  of  them  "Pilgrim's  Progress'  was  one  of  the  Bonrces  of  New 
England  History."  A  single  set  of  examination  papers  yielded  the 
edifying  information  that  Penelope  was  the  Muse  of  History,  the  wife 
of  Achilles,  the  Trojan  Helen  stolen  by  Agamemnon,  the  goddess  of 
wine,  mirth  and  the  like,  the  mother  of  Proserpine,  one  of  the  Muses 
who  presided  over  lyric  poetry  and  a  kind  of  wine  jar." 

Prof.  Hhowerman  thinks  it  would  be  unjust  to  fix  the  responsibility 
for  this  state  of  things  upon  the  colleges.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  "The 
lo«'«r  schools  come  in  for  some  share  of  the  censnre.  and  the  parents 
for  some  further  share.  But  the  evil  mnst  be  in  a  large  measure  as- 
cribed to  the  genera)  conditions  of  American  life,  to  the  ideals  which 
are  in  the  air,  to  the  prevailing  incentive  of  commercialism,  and  to  the 
countlesii  influences  that  encourage  the  frivolous  dispositions  of  the 
young  and  discourage  the  development  of  their  serious  aptitudes. 
Against  the  pressure  of  the  spiritually  enervating  atmosphere  to  which 
our  youth  is  everywhere  exposed  it  is  little  more  than  a  vain  resistance 
that  can  be  offered  by  the  school  or  the  college.  •  •  •  The  moral  of 
it  all  seems  to  be  that  our  modem  society  has  sought  to  relieve  itself 
of  educational  responsibility  by  multiplying  the  mere  machinery  of  edu- 
cation, forgetting  all  the  time  the  all-important  fact  that  the  ordering  of 
the  daily  life,  most  of  which  is  spent,  perforce,  outside  of  academic 
walls,  is  the  controlling  factor  in  the  shaping  of  intellect  and  character 
alike." 

In  bis  authoritative  work  on  "AdolescenBC,"  Htanley  Hall  says  that 
"the  heart  of  education  is  the  vernacular  literature  and  language."  He 
expresses  gi'eat  dissatisfaction  with  the  methods  by  which  these  are 
commonly  taught  and  urges  a  radical  change  of  base  in  the  pedagogy 
relating  to  these  subjects.  In  this  book  the  poor  teacher,  professor,  and 
text-book  writer  come  in  for  all  the  blame,  while  home  influences  are 
ignored.  Parents  are  excluded  from  his  censure  in  a  way  which  appears 
positively  slighting.  Doubtless  this  work  is  addressed  primarily  to 
teachers,  but  what  the  author  says  on  this  subject  as  v>e\\  as  upon  many 
others  is  of  vital  interest  to  parents,  suggestive  and  encouraging,  letting 
in  the  light  where  we  groi>e  in  semi-darkness. 

Xow,  where  is  the  vernacular  language  acquired  but  in  the  family 
iind  among  playmates,  and  where  is  an  intimate  acquaintance  made 
with  the  literature  of  our  own  tongue  but  in  the  home?  Much  evidence 
exists  to  show  that  it  is  also  among  playmates  and  in  the  home,  and 
not  in  school,  that  a  knowledge  and  command  of  language  and  a  love  of 
literature  receive  their  greatest  growth  and  enrichment.  It  would  ap- 
I>ear,  then,  that  our  children's  reading  habits  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance if  they  are  to  acquire  a  liberal  education  and  to  become  men  and 
women  of  culture.  It  would  appear  also  that  these  habits  and  tastes 
can  not  safely  nor  fairly  lie  left  to  teachers  and  librarians,  and  to 
chance. 

For  the  fathers  and  mothers,  who  have  to  face  this  situation,  it  is  a 
comfort  to  find  that  the  specialist  in  children's  literature  exists  in 
goodly  numbers  and  several  varieties.  He  is  at  hand  with  his  first  aid 
to  i>erplexed  parents,  indeed,  in  my  ignorance  I  was  surprised  to  find 
how  many  are  offering  advice  on  this  subject. 

Book  lists  contain  such  titles  as  these: — "Finger  Posts  to  children's 
Reading,"  "A  Mother's  IJst  of  Books  for  Children,"  "A  child's  Guide  to 
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ReadiDg,"  "Literary  Laudmarkn, — A  Uuide  to  Good  Keadin^  for  Young 
People."  A  number  of  our  best  publishing  houses  issue  special  cata- 
logues of  children's  books,  some  of  thein  with  excellent  critical  and 
descriptive  notes.  The  best  which  I  have  seen  is  the  one  issued  by  D. 
C,  Heath  &  Co.  The  Riverside  series  of  classics  is  known  to  alt  of  you. 
Heath's  children's  classics  follow  a  somewhat  diflferent  plan  and  are 
even  better  suited  to  children  below  the  teens.  Other  Anns  publish 
many  of  the  best  liooks  for  children  in  cheap  but  not  mean  editions.  It 
is  surprising  for  what  a  small  sum  one  can  secure  real,  lasting  treasures 
for  a  child's  library. 

Of  the  books  intended  to  serve  as  guides  to  inexperienced  parents 
and  other  interested  i«rsona,  I  read  only  two,  and  one  of  these  supplies 
a  good  deal  of  the  matter  which  follows.  Tbis  book  is  "Finger  Posts  to 
Children's  Beading,"  by  Walter  Taylor  West.  It  is  a  likeable  book,  for 
altbo'  it  is  full  of  good  advice,  it  never  puts  on  the  least  ajr  of  superi- 
ority. It  is  written  with  engaging  si-mpathy  and  enthusiasm,  and  best 
of  all,  perhaps,  its  recommendations  might  be  carried  out  in  an  ordi- 
nary family. 

"Children,"  says  Mr.  West,  in  his  chapter  upon  "The  influence  of 
books."  "must  be  out  in  the  world  and  grow  up  among  their  fellows. 
Freedom  gives  them  strength  and  self  reliance;  but  at  an  age  when 
impressions  are  so  quickly  and  so  indelibly  made, — the  child  needs  an 
antidote  for  the  poison  of  bad  companionship,  and  that  antidote  is  to 
be  found  between  the  covers  of  a  good  book.  •  "  •  *  To  the  child 
a  story  is  a  very  real  thing.  Did  you  never  seize  a  clothes  pole  for  a 
lance  and  the  cover  of  a  barrel  for  a  shield  and  go  out  before  breakfast 
to  rescue  an  imprisoned  princess?  And  did  you  not  scorn  all  mean- 
ness for  an  hour  at  least, — until  you  had  foi^otteu  Bichard.  and  the 
Knight  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  the  princess?  •  •  •  Ah,  these  book 
heroes  have  done  more  to  touch  the  sense  of  honor  in  children  than 
fathers'  talks  and  mothers'  entreaties." 

"The  induence  of  good  books,"  he  continues,  "is  felt  along  two  lines, 
the  aesthetic  and  the  moral,  affecting  the  taste  and  character,  but  these 
two  lines  ran  parallel  and  are  not  far  a  part.  If  we  can  get  our  eyes 
open  to  the  beautiful  and  noble  pictures  which  the  great  writers  have 
painted  for  us,  and  our  ears  attuned  to  the  music  of  their  words,  we 
shall,  I  think,  not  only  have  broadened  our  appreciation;  but,  by  a  sort 
of  spiritual  induction  have  broadened  our  sympathies  as  well." 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  moral  influence  of  books,  Mr,  West  has  a  good 
deal  to  say.  He  asserts  that  "If,  during  the  first  twelve  years  of  a 
child's  life  he  is  made  familiar  with  the  best  literature  that  is  adapted 
to  his  widening  range  of  thought,  there  need  be  no  fear  that  he  will 
ever  read  unworthy  books."  As  for  the  neglected,  unguarded  child,  he 
claims  that  nickel  libraries  stories  of  low  life  after  uigbt-fall  in  our 
great  cities,  such  publications  as  the  "Jesse  James  Boys  Weekly"  and 
our  yellow  newspapers,  nay,  many  of  our  so-called  family  newspapers, 
are  directly  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  juvenile  crime  and  delin- 
quency. Mr.  West  considers  the  newspaiwrs  to  be  replete  with  danger, 
especially  for  the  immature.  Can  we  blame  him  when  we  contemplate 
the  daily  menu  it  serves  up  to  old  and  young  of  murders,  suicides  and 
indecencies,  crimes  and  vulgarities  of  every  sort?  Not  to  miss  any  op- 
portuni^',  the  Sunday  edition  comes  out  with  a  comic  supplement.     In 
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uine  i:aseti  out  of  ten  the  humor  in  the  so-called  funny  pictures  rests 
upou  somebody's  inisfortnne.  The.v  directly  teach  that  deceit,  mean- 
ness and  brutality  are  funny,  that  to  see  somwne  get  hurt  is  something 
to  laugh  at,  while  all  the  time  we  are  trying  to  teach  them  something 
quite  the  contrary.  It  would  be  well  then,  to  discourage  much  news- 
paper reading  and  particularly  to  teach  children  to  pick  out  the  news 
of  real  value  and  interest  and  to  shun  the  rest.  The  reading  of  a  weekly- 
newspaper  as  a  substitute  for  the  daily  one  is  recommended,  ^reral 
of  these  are  published,  of  which  the  "IJittle  Chronicle"  is  probably  the 
best. 

"The  reading  of  newspapers  and  magazines  by  children  as  well  as 
adults  is  operating  against  the  reading  of  books  and  the  forming  of  li- 
braries. The  magazine  has  its  place,  but  it  has  also  its  limitations,  and 
we  should  lead  the  children  to  understand  that,  after  all,  the  vital  and 
permanent  literature  is  that  preserved  for  them  in  books." 

The  subject  of  periodical  literature  leads  to  a  point  that  is  very 
significant,  namely,  that  children  do  not  constantly  reqaire  fresh  read- 
ing matter,  and  that  a  book  once  read  is  not  necessarily  finished.  When 
you  tell  a  story  to  a  child  he  will  often  exclaim  before  the  last  word 
has  fairly  left  your  lips,  "Tell  it  again !"  tHie  same  thing  is  tme  with 
reading.  It  is  no  unusual  thing  for  children  to  beg  for  the  fourth  or 
fifth  reading  of  a  book.  I  know  a  little  boy  who  had  read  to  himself 
a  book  which  his  mother  bad  bought  to  read  aloud.  When  reproached 
for  spoiling  the  reading  aloud  he  replied :  "Ob,  I  want  to  hear  you  read 
it  just  the  same.  I  have  to  read  a  book  three  or  four  times  before  I 
get  interested."  Yet  this  boy  can  give  a  good  account  of  the  contents 
of  a  book  after  one  reading. 

This  characteristic  of  children  certainly  points  to  a  need,  the  need 
for  repetition,  allowing  for  the  enjoyment  over  and  over  again  of 
scenes  and  characters  which  the  vivid  imagination  of  childhood  make 
real  and  objective  and  always  as  fresh  as  if  newly  encountered.  It  is 
nature  indicating  thro'  this  desire  that  the  child  needs  time  and  repeti- 
tion that  he  may  make  thoroughly  bis  own  the  new  scenes,  new  charac- 
ters and  new  ideas.  "Indeed,"  says  the  author  of  "Finger  Posts,"  "the 
strong  intellects  of  history  have  been  nourished  in  childhood  npon  a 
few  good  books — read  and  reread  until  the  thought  and  style  became  a 
part  of  the  reader's  permanent  possession." 

Among  those  who  testify  to  the  utility  and  rightness  of  the  practice 
of  reading  and  re-reading  is  George  Brandes,  who  says:  "In  the  do- 
main of  reading — if  in  no  other — once  is  no  time  at  all,  a  man  who  re- 
stricts himself  to  one  reading  of  a  good  book  knows  very  little  abont 
it.  The  books  I  value  I  have  frequently  read  ten  times;  indeed,  in  some 
cases  I  could  not  possibly  tell  how  many  times.  One  does  not  really 
know  a  book  until  one  knows  it  almost  by  heart."  Frederic  Harrison 
is  equally  sure  that  there  is  great  gain  in  reading  the  same  thing  over 
find  over.  He  says,  "A  man  can  hardly  be  said  to  know  the  12th  Mass 
or  the  9th  Symphony  by  virtue  of  having  heard  them  played  ten  years 
ago;  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  take  air  and  exercise  because  he  took  a 
country  walk  last  autumn.  And  so  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  know 
Scott  or  Shakespeare,  Moliere  or  Cervantes,  when  he  once  read  than 
since  the  close  of  his  school  days.  The  immortal  and  universal  poets  of 
our  race  are  to  be  read  and  re-read  until  their  music  and  their  spirit  are 
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a  pai-t  of  our  nature,"  In  closing  the  chapter  on  "The  Influence  of 
Books,"  Mr,  ^'est  says  that  we  give  our  boys  and  girls  a  great  many 
books  to  read  that  are  neither  very  good  nor  very  bad.  On  the  whole 
we  think  them  quite  useful  and  instructive,  but  in  reading  them  the 
children  are  losing  the  opportunity  of  becoming  thoroughly  grounded 
in  tbe  world's  great  books.  Buskin  has  said  the  final  word  about  this 
kind  of  reading:  "Have  you  measured  and  mapi)ed  out  this  short  life 
and  its  possibilities?  Do  you  know  that  if  you  read  this  you  can  not 
read  that?  That  what  you  lose  today  yon  cannot  gain  tomorrow?  Will 
you  go  and  gossip  with  your  stable  boy  when  you  may  talk  with  kings 
and  queens?" 

At  the  beginning  of  his  chapter  in  "Beading  in  the  Home.". Mr.  West 
expresses  the  same  opinion  which  I  have  quoted  from  other  sources, — 
namely :  that  "It  is  in  the  borne  that  the  child  forms  the  most  permanent 
elements  of  his  character.  Here  his  familiarity  with  books  should 
begin,  and  here  he  should  get  bis  literary  aspirations," 

Proceeding  now  to  particulars  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we  give 
tbe  baby  to  begin  with  a  book  of  pictures,  and  of  colored  pictures.  Ap- 
prehension lest  we  hare  erred  is  again  laid  at  rest  when  we  are  told 
that  one  of  the  picture  books  will,  of  course,  be  "Mother  Goose,"  and 
that  "the  parent  will  repeat  to  tbe  little  one  the  old  jungles  that  have 
for  centuries  soothed  the  infant  world  to  sleep  and  dried  its  tears."  In 
the  following  step  moat  of  us  will  still  find  ourselves  on  safe  ground, 
for  the  classic  nursery  tales  come  next: — "Cinderella,"  "Little  Bed  Bid- 
ing Hood,"  "The  Three  Bears"  and  others, — but,  mark  you,  not  read, 
but  told  in  the  parents'  own  words. 

Children  would  much  rather  hear  a  story  told  than  read.  One  reason 
for  this  is  that  it  is  far  easier  to  dx  tbe  attention  upon  what  is  related 
than  upon  what  is  read.  Another  important  reason  is  that  when  you 
tell  a  story  to  a  child — if  you  are  any  sort  of  a  story  teller — he  feela 
that  you  are  giving  him  something  at  first  hand,  that  you  are  interested 
as  well  as  he,  and  sharing  the  delicious  suspense  and  delightful  thrills 
which  the  story  gives  him,  Plato  regarded  the  telling  of  stories  to 
children  as  of  sncb  importance  that  he  would  have  none  told  but  such 
as  had  been  approved  by  censors,  so  early  was  the  great  influence  of  the 
spoken  story  recognized.  And  here  I  cannot  forbear  referring  to  a  little 
book  entitled  "How  to  tell  Stories  to  Children"  by  Sara  Cone  Bryant, 
^n  enthusiast  upon  tbe  subject  of  telling  stories  to  children,  she  gives 
good  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in  her,  A  story,  she  says,  "is  essenti- 
ally a  woi^  of  art,  and  fts  chief  fnnction  should  be  sought  along  the 
lines  of  the  uses  of  art.  •  "  "  Its  part  in  the  economy  of  life  is 
to  give  joy.  And  the  purpose  and  working  of  that  joy  is  found  in  the 
quickening  of  the  spirit  which  answers  every  perception  of  the  truly 
beautiful  in  the  arts  of  man.  To  give  joy,  and  in  and  thro,  that  joy  to 
stir  and  feed  the  life  of  the  spirit, — is  not  this  the  legitimate  function 
of  the  story  in  education? 

"Now  the  story-teller  who  has  given  the  listening  children  such  pleas- 
ure as  I  mean  may  or  may  not  have  added  a  fact  to  the  content  of 
their  minds, — she  has  inevitably  added  something  to  the  vita!  powers 
of  their  souls,  She  has  given  a  wholesome  exercise  to  tbe  emotional 
muscles  of  the  spirit,  has  opened  up  new  windows  to  the  imagination, 
and  added  some  line  or  color  to  the  ideal  of  life  and  art  which  is  always 
taking  form  in  the  heart  of  a  child." 


44  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  COMMISSrONERS. 

This  states  so  well  the  worth  not  only  of  the  tale  told  to  a  little  child, 
but  the  worth  of  all  true  literature  that  it  serres  to  clarify  our  vision 
ns  we  return  once  more  to  the  inevitable  details. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  tell  stories  to  children,  and  most  persons 
will  find  it  necessary  to  expend  some  time  and  patience  before  thev 
can  tell  good  oneB.  If  the  parent  lacks  material  he  will  find  plenty 
of  sources  to  draw  from.  Let  him  refresh  his  memory  of  the  perennially 
facinating  old  fairj-  tales  whose  names  are  house-hold  words  to  most  of 
us.  Mythology,  legend,  history  and  nature  lore,  from  all  these  fields  can 
be  gathered  riches  to  be  passed  on  to  small  expectant  ones,  who  form 
the  most  grateful,  appreciative  audiences  most  of  us  are  ever  likely  to 
address. 

By  the  story-telling  path  tbe  child  is  lead  into  the  pleasant  land  of 
story  books.  His  power  of  attention  will  soon  develop  so  that  he  can 
fully  understand  and  enjoy  what  is  read  to  him,  and  before  long  comes 
the  momentous  step  when  he  is  at  last  able  to  read  for  himself.  But 
the  parent's  share  in  his  child's  reading  does  not  end  here.  Before  very 
long,  to  be  sure,  one  ceases  to  read  to  the  child,  bnt  only  because  one 
had  come  to  read  \c-ith  him.  Thro'  the  simple  act  of  patiently  repeating, 
"Peter.  Peter.  Pumpkin  Eater,"  and  "The  Three  Bears,"  one  has  secured 
something  not  always  easy  to  get  or  to  hold,  a  medium  of  delightful, 
hympathetic  intercourse  with,  ones'  children  and  a  bond  of  companionship 
and  mutual  helpfulness.  To  illnstrate  this  point,  Mr.  West  says,  "I 
know  a  father  who  is  reading  a  course  in  history  several  nights  a  we^, 
with  his  sons,  now  young  men.  It  would  be  diflScnlt  to  express  the  sym- 
pathy, the  joy  and  the  inspiration  that  they  are  finding  in  this  work." 

In  order  to  get  the  pleasure  and  benefit  so  easily  to  be  derived  from 
reading  with  children  a  definite  plan  should  be  followed.  A  certain 
hour  or  half  hour  should  be  set  aside  for  it  each  day.  The  most  im- 
portant point,  however,  is  to  so  choose  and  arrange  what  is  read  that  it 
shall  be  related  to  certain  centers  of  interest.  As  an  example  of  what 
is  meant  here,  Mr.  West  suggests  that  the  reading  of  the  Angevin 
Period  in  Dickins'  "Child's  History  of  England,"  or  any  good  elementary 
English  history  will  make  a  child  want  to  know  more  about  the  heroes 
of  those  old  days.  With  this  cue  you  may  give  him  stories  of  the  Cru- 
saders, Scott's  "The  Talisman."  and  "Ivanhoe,"  Yonge's,  "Richard  the 
Fearless"  and  Miss  Porter's  "Scottish  Chiefs,"  Edward  Everett  Hale's 
"In  His  Name,"  Sidney  Lanier's  "The  Boy's  Froissart,"  and  so  on, 
"supplying  a  wealth  of  historical  material  of  the  greatest  interest  and 
of  deep  meaning  at  this  time,  because  he  sees  it  in  its  proper  setting 
and  thus  understands  it.  No  college  course  in  history  can  ever  give  one 
quite  so  clear  and  permanent  an  impression  as  that  gained  in  childhood 
by  tbe  boy  or  girl  who  reads  history  in  this  way." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  importance  of  coherence  in  reading  might 
well  have  been  still  further  emphasized.  Desultory  reading,  reading  a 
little  of  this  and  a  little  of  that  without  especial  interest  in  or  con- 
centration upon  what  is  read  is  so  general.  In  this  respect  we  walk 
iimong  pit-falls  laid  for  us  by  the  newspapers,  the  magazines  and  the 
publishers'  advertisements  as  well  as  by  our  own  indolence  and  indif- 
ference. But  to  one  who  has  formed  in  childhood  habits  of  concentra- 
tion and  intelligent  selection,  everything  is  gain.  The  mind  in  which 
active  centers  of  interest  exist  is  like  a  magnet,  attracting  to  itself  ma- 
lerial  which  it  holds,  the  mind  in  which  a  desultory  habit  prevails  is 
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largely  n^ative,  very  little  of  all  it  comes  in  contact  with  contributea 
much  to  its  mental  or  spiritual  growth. 

In  respect  to  stimnlative  and  corrective  reading  it  is  suggested  by 
Mr.  West  that  reading  matter  may  be  so  cboseu  as  to  round  oat  a  child's 
range  of  interests  and  strengthen  the  weak  spotB  in  his  moral  or  mental 
malie-up.  But  he  wisely  remarks  that  there  is  no  sadder  sight  than  a 
child  who  is  being  pumped  full  of  eomething  he  does  not  want,  and 
that  there  is  no  surer  way  of  making  him  dislike  books  of  whatever  sopt. 
"Your  theory  of  what  he  ought  to  like  will  be  shattered  many  times 
by  the  fact  that  he  does  not  like  it,  and,  after  all,  it  is  more  important 
that  he  should  acquire  the  reading  habit  and  the  love  of  books  than 
that  he  should  be  informed  on  any  given  subject.  He  should  first  be 
given  the  books  he  likes  provided  only  they  are  good  and  wholesome, 
for  every  worthy  book  is  a  round  on  the  ladder  upon  which  he  mounts 
to  an  appreciation  of  stronger  and  greater  books, — ^to  a  broader  view  of 
the  pleasant  fields  and  pasture  lands  of  literature." 

Mr.  West  appmaches  the  subject  of  liste  of  books  with  the  modesty 
of  a  wise  man  and  the  good  sense  of  a  practical  one.  He  does  not  be- 
lieve that  a  perfect  list  of  best  books  is  possible,  yet,  he  nays,  "there 
are  certain  great  and  abiding  hooks  which  should  form  the  framework 
of  every  course  of  juvenile  reading.''  A  list  of  some  two  hundred  books 
follows  in  which  the  author  aims  to  outline  a  course  "full  enough  to 
offer  opportunity  for  selection,  and  which  contains  all  the  great  books 
which  every  child  should  love  to  know,  together  with  other  and  better 
writings  which  represent  the  best  of  our  modern  children's  literature." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  list  is  arranged  according  to  a  definite 
plan.  The  principle  aim  is  to  interest  the  child  and  to  make  him  a 
lover  of  good  reading.  .\ll  the  elements  of  literature  for  children  are 
included;  folk-lore  (including  fairy  tales,  myths,  fables  and  legends), 
nature  stories,  history,  and  biography,  fiction  and  poetry.  These  are 
arranged  so  as  to  give  the  child  at  a  certain  age  the  class  of  literature 
that  is  suited  to  his  present  mental  development.  He  is  led  naturally 
from  "Hop  o'  my  Thumb,"  to  "King  Arthur."  from  the  "Peterkin 
Pi!j>ers,"  to  "Innocents  Abroad,"  from  "Mary  Had  a  Little  Lamb,"  to 
the  "Rhyme  of  the  .Vncient  Mariner."  Fairy  stories  lead  to  myths, 
myths  to  legends  and  they  in  turn  to  biography  and  history.  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  reading  for  the  tenth  year  centers  about  Greek 
history  a  step  beyond  the  myths  of  the  old  Greek  heroes.  In  the  eleventh 
year,  it  centers  about  Roman  history  and  in  the  twelfth,  brief  histories 
of  France  and  England  for  young  people  are  read,  together  with  poetry 
and  fiction  relating  to  the  lives  and  deeds  of  their  ancient  heroes  and 
kings,  such  as  Roland  and  Charlemauge,  Arthur  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table,  King  Alfred,  William  the  Conquerer,  Robin  Hood  and 
Richard  of  the  Lion  Heart.  At  the  same  time  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  too  mnch,  even  Qf  a  good  thing,  is  a  bore.  Without  contrast  and 
variety  interest  flags,  and  a  change  must  be  made  in  the  menu  if  a  keen 
appetite  is  to  be  kept  up.  Thus,  in  the  twelfth  year,  together  with  the 
history  and  historical  poetry  and  romance  which  forms  the  main  part 
of  the  years'  reading,  Mr.  West  recommends  the  reading  of  the  travels 
of  Marco  Polo,  of  Charles  Kingsley's  "Madam  How  and  Ij&dy  Why," 
which  is  an  introduction  to  geology,  and  some  of  Maria  Edgworth's 
charming  old-fashioned  tales,  LiOO'jIC 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  in  this  list  no  distinction  is  made 
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between  books  for  girls  and  books  for  boys,  "Literatore,"  as  our  autbor 
says,  "is  universal  in  its  interests."  As  literature,  the  long  series  of 
books  written  expressly  for  boys  and  expresBly  for  girls  do  not  take 
a  high  rank.  The  books  for  boys  are  crammed  full  of  adventures  and 
incidents  of  the  most  thrilling  kind.  True,  they  often  impart  informa- 
tion and  illustrate  the  noblest  virtues,  but  at  the  same  time  they  are  so 
full  of  "ginger"  that  clear  sparkling  spring  water  tastes  insipid  to 
one  accustomed  to  this  spicy  beverage.  As  for  the  many  series  of  books 
written  for  girls,  these,  like  the  boys'  books,  are  often  open  to  the 
charge  of  mechanical  inv^tton  and  a  poor  literary  style,  which  tends 
to  destroy  a  child's  sensitiveness  to  the  beauty  of  a  good  style  and  a 
pure  diction.  While  quite  possibly  instructive  and  morally  good  in  tone, 
they  are  often  over-sentimental  and  a  great  many  of  thein  may  be 
classed  among  those  'good'  books  which  are  better  left  nnread  because 
they  crowd  out  better  ones.  Even  our  dear  Louisa  M.  Alcott  erred  a 
little  on  the  side  of  sentimentality,  especially  in  her  later  work.  But  as 
long  as  boys  are  boys  and  girls  are  girls  we  can  not  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  many  books  which  are  especially  attractive 
to  boys  and  many  quite  different  books  which  are  especially  attractive 
to  girls.  They  should  have  a  fair  chance  to  satisfy  their  individual  tastes 
and  needs,  only  with  a  gentle  check  and  guidance  by  a  sympathetic  but 
somewhat  critical  parent. 

tn  this  connection  a  suggestive  fact  comes  to  our  notice,  the  fact  that 
with  a  few  ^ceptions  the  best  books  for  children  were  not  written  for 
children  at  all.  There  are  "Aesops'  Fables,"  the  "Arabian  Nights."  and 
the  great  mass  of  folk-lore,  fairy  tale,  myth  and  legend,  which  took 
form  about  the  hearth  flres  of  a  younger  day.  Altho'  now,  for  the  most 
part  relegated  to  the  childr^is'  book  shelves,  these  tales  as  they  grew, 
hundreds,  some  of  them  thousands  of  years  ago,  embodied  the  religion 
and  science,  the  history,  fiction  and  poetry  of  the  men  and  women  of 
those  far  off  times.  To  speak  of  modern  books,  let  me  ask  you,  whether 
"Robinson  Crnsoe"  was  written  for  bctys,  or  "Gullivers'  Travels"  op 
"Ivanhoe"  or  the  "Talisman"?  Was  "Hiawatha"  written  for  children, 
or  "Snow  Bound,"  or  "John  Gilpin's  Ride,"  or  "The  Lady  of  the  Lake"? 
Yet  to  whom  can  they  yield  more  of  that  joy  and  stirring  of  the  spirit 
that  in  some  deep  and  subtle  way  moulds  mind  and  heart? 

Tlie  plan  which  we  have  been  considering  thus  far,  following  the  sug- 
gestions of  Itfr.  West's  little  book,  was  designated  to  serve  for  the  child 
up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  At  about  that  time,  according  to  compet- 
ent authoritieSi  "comes  the  deluge,"  in  the  matter  of  reading.  Stanley 
Hall  in  the  second  volume  of  his  book  on  adolescence,  gives  a  scimtiflc 
and  professional,  as  well  as  very  human  treatment  of  the  reading  of  chil- 
dren during  the  period  of  adolescence.  It  is  a  well  established  fact 
that,  as  the  process  of  maturing  begins,  there  is,  in  most  children,  a  great 
increase  in  the  desire  to  read.  Omniverous,  often  indiscriminate  read- 
ing is  characteristic  of  this  period.  This  authority  on  child  nature  and 
child  culture  would  allow  this  book-hunger  to  satisfy  itself,  only  safe- 
guarding the  youth  by  providing  freely  a  wide  range  of  good  reading. 
Stanley  Hall  always  considers  content,  or  subject  matter,  as  of  higher 
value  than  style,  and  the  goal  he  keeps  always  in  view  is  the  creation 
of  character,  character  possessing  the  domestic,  the  civic,  and  the  patci- 
otic  virtues.  For  the  purpose  of  such  development  there  are  certaiA^ 
kinds  of  reading  which  he  considers  of  paramount  value.    These  are: — 
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dramatic  literature,  tbe  literature  of  the  romantio  legends  of  Western 
Europe,  the  Bible  as  literature,  and  history. 

I  Rhonld  like  to  (jive  you  a  digest  of  what  he  says  of  the  value  of 
the  drama  in  the  education  of  yontb,  not  only  for  literature,  but  for 
life.  It  is  too  big,  however,  and  dwells  rather  upon  the  great  cultural 
value  of  tbe  drama  as  acted  and  witnessed,  rather  than  read.  This 
-  much  I  will  quote:  "We  are  often  reminded  that  the  Greek  theatre 
was  a  place  of  worship;  that  entrance  was  free,  paid  for  out  of  the 
public  treasury;  that  relaxation  and  even  amusement  can  just  as  well 
he  secured  on  a  high  intellectual  plane,  and  that  even  recreation  can  be 
made  to  elevate  taste,  spread  knowledge  and  dignify  ideals." 

Perhaps  if  we  read  some  good  plays  with  our  children — there  are 
many  modern  plays  that  make  most  entertaining  reading,  we  might  put 
them  in  a  more  critical  and  appreciative  attitude  toward  the  stage. 
This  might  even  help  to  elevate  the  public  taste,  that  state  of  affairs 
for  which  managers  are  only  waiting  before  they  begin  to  elevate  the 
stage. 

"Tbe  Bible,"  says  Stanley  Hall,  "is  coming  to  be  understood  as  a 
library  which  justifi'eB  its  supreme  title  by  its  merits.  It  is  marveloualy 
adapted  to  successive  ages;  the  earlier  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  for 
childhood,  the  Prophesies  and  the  Xew  Testament,  with  its  message  of 
love,  for  adolescence.  Progressive  ignorance  of  it  is  amazing,  especially 
as  its  literary  form  an  well  an  its  content  is  adapted  to  the  nature  and 
needs  of  youth  like  nothing  else." 

The  problem  of  how  to  use  the  literary  and  moral  treasures  contained 
in  the  Bible,  for  the  benefit  of  our  children  is  one  of  those  modem  prob- 
lems which  did  not  worrc  our  forebears  of  even  two  generations  back. 
The  Bible  was  read  as  a  matter  of  course  in  those  days,  at  least  so  we  are 
led  to  believe.  It  is  the  exception  now  when  children  read  the  Bible  at 
nil.  Those  who  learn  something  about  it  in  church  or  Sunday  school 
are  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole,  even  among  good  and  intelli- 
gent |ieople.  This  explains  how  it  came  about  that  not  one  out  of  forty 
C()ll^e  students  could  quite  place  Judas  Iscariot.  Ivooked  at  from  a 
imrely  cultural  view  point  such  a  state  of  things  is  deplorable.  Better, 
perhaps,  take  the  Bible  in  our  great  grandfathers'  way — whole — than 
not  at  all.  But  now  we  realize  that  it  ie  not  a  suitable  book  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  children  to  read  from  cover  to  cover.  Ortain  parts, 
as  Stanley  Hall  says,  are  suited  to  certain  ages.  The  diBftculty  pre- 
sented to  parents  is  selection  and  adaptation.  I  attempted  to  do  this  my- 
self as  an  experiment  with  my  own  children,  reading  every  Sunday 
afternoon  one  winter,  ae  long  as  they  were  attentive  and  interested. 
I  read  from  the  King  James'  version,  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  only, 
as  my  children  are  at  the  age  when  myth,  legend,  adventure,  hero 
stories  <ind  war  and  wonders  appeal  very  strongly.  There  you  have  them 
all,  told  in  the  most  ideally  picturesque  language.  Take  each  etory 
which  you.  consider  suitable  as  a  whole  and  just  skip  any  parts  which 
might  be  tiresome  to  a  child,  or  which  relate  what  is  improper  for  the 
ears  of  childish  hearers.  The  performance  had  all  the  excitement  of 
a  game  for  me.  and  the  children  listened  as  eagerly  as  if  these  wonder- 
ful and  exciting  stories  had  been  the  latest  tawdy  invention  of  an  L. 
Prank  Baum.  .\ltho'  a  skillful  skipper  can  steer  a  safe  course  among 
many  difiicult  passages. — the  better  way  woul^  be  to  have  this  work 
done  for  us  by  some  one  who  brought  more  skill  and  time  to  the  work 
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than  parents  can  supply.  There  are  Bible  stories  Id  one  syllable  pub- 
lished, but  I  would  not  have  theRe  as  a  gift,  the  language,  so  "simple, 
pictureeque  and  free"  being  one  of  the  characteristics  which  make  the 
book  so  valuable.  There  are  other  selected  tales  to  be  had  in  Biblical 
language.  An  edition  of  the  Bible  is  pablished  by  the  Century  Co. 
called  "The  Bible  For  Yoang  Folks,"  which  Mr.  West,  the  author  of 
"Fingerposts"  calls  an  "Ideal  children's  Bible."  Hnlbert's  "Story  of 
the  Bible,"  published  by  J.  C.  Winston  &  Co.,  of  Qiicago.  is  also  ad- 
mirable. 

In  respect  to  the  reading  of  history,  Stanley  Hall  believes  that  at 
this  time  of  life.  i.  e., — in  youth, — "history  shoald  both  follow  and 
guide  the  social  instincts, — that  social  organizations  and  spiritual  and 
ethical  direction  should  be  the  prime  ends  sought,  and  that  the  appeal 
to  the  heart  should  only  slowly  and  late  give  place  to  the  intellect." 
But  here  is  a  field  where  home  influence  and  home  inspiration  could 
well  come  into  play.  History,  at  this  time  of  life,  our  author  believes, 
should  start  with  here  and  now,  "Heroes  with  biographical  elements 
prominent,  decisive  events,  great  institutions,  movements  with  a  unity 
of  their  own,  are  felt  long  before  the  unity  of  history  as  a  whole,  and 
the  method  and  standpoint  of  chroniclers  and  the  idealizing  literary 
treatmaits  precede  much  appeal  to  scientific  treatment,"  It  would  ap- 
pear, then,  that  the  parent  who  guides  the  child  to  such  reading  as  good 
historical  novels,  biographies  and  the  poetry  of  patriotism  and  historic 
deeds  and  events  is  really  playing  an  important  part  in  his  educa- 
tion. 

What  Stanley  Hall  has  to  say  of  the  literatnre  which  he  describes 
as  that  of  the  early  mythic  period  of  Western  Europe,  causes  one  to 
look  upon  those  tales,  more  or  less  familiar  thro'  many  sources,  with 
a  new  respect  and  interest.  Tliey  are  the  tales  of  chivalry,  of  Kin<r 
Arthur  and  his  knights  and  the  Sangrail.  of  Parsifal,  Si^fried,  Brun- 
hilde,  Roland,  the  Cid,  Beowulf,  Robin  Hood,  and  others. — a  quarry 
from  which  Chaucer,  Spencer,  Rcott  and  Wagner  and  scores  of  artists 
in  various  lines  have  drawn  subject  matter.  "We  have  here,"  he  writes, 
■'«  vast  body  of  ethical  material,  characters  that  are  almost  colossal  in 
their  proportions,  incidents  thrilling  and  dramatic  to  a  d^ree  that  stir 
the  blood  and  thrill  the  nerves."  It  teaches  the  highest  reverence  for 
womanhood,  piety,  valor,  Io.yaIty,  courtesy,  munifiCMice,  justice  and 
obedience.  The  very  life  of  chivalry  is  heroism.  Here  we  find  the 
origin  of  most  of  the  modern  ideas  of  a  gentleman,  who  is  tender,  gen- 
erous and  helpful,  as  well  as  brave,  the  spirit  which  has  given  us  Bayard 
and  Sir  Philip  Sidney  as  well  as  the  ideal  spotless  knight,  Sir  Galahad. 

"I  am  persuaded,"  says  Stanley-  Hall  that  "Quintiliau  was  right  when 
he  said  that  the  simple  reading  of  great  works  such  as  national  epics, 
ivill  contribute  more  to  the  uufoldraent  of  students  than  all  the  treatises 
of  all  the  rhetoricians  that  ever  wrote."  The  simple  reading  of  great 
books, — does  this  not  bring  us  around  to  onr  starting  point,  the  home 
lamp  and  the  fireside? 

After  all  the  scoffers  at  book  knowledge  and  book  culture  have  had 
their  i^iy,  there  remain  good  books,  and  the  eloquent  testimony  of  the 
great  and  the  humble  to  the  vital  contribution  which  good  books  make 
to  the  livableness  of  life.  Let  us  do  what  we  can,  then,  to  put  our  chil- 
dren in  the  way  of  getting  from  them  the  beet  they  have  to  yield,  and  to 
secure  for  our  boys  and  girls  and  the  men  and  women  they  are  to  be^ 
an   inexhaustible  source  of  joy,  of  growth,  and  of  inspiration. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

A  review  of  the  work  done  by  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commis- 
Kioners  during  1911  sliows  a  most  gratifying  progress  in  library  activities. 

The  teachers'  classes  io  library  economics  conducted  in  connection 
with  the  normal  summer  schools  were  largely  attended,  eighty-flve  teach- 
ers having  enrolled.  The  general  lectures  were  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  faculty  and  students.  A  very  complete  equipment  of  library  tools, 
books,  etc.,  was  placed  in  the  class  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  students 
as  follows:  500  children's  boobs;  books  on  school  management,  public 
and  school  hygiene,  nature  study,  folk-lore  and  picture  books;  working 
library;  lists  of  Ikk^b;  library  supplies;  framed  and  unframed  pictures; 
12  colored  pictures  illustrative  of  British  history,  published  by  Long- 
mans, Green  &  Co. 

The  advance  step  in  the  past  year  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  library 
section  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association.  The  session 
of  this  section  was  held  in  the  beautiful  Carnegie  library  at  Houghton 
and  was  lai^ly  attended.  The  addresses  were  made  by  Mrs.  Gudmn 
Thome-Tbomsen,  of  the  Chicago  University,  and  Miss  Edna  Lyman,  story 
teller  and  lecturer  on  children's  work,  Oak  Park,  III.,  followed  by  a 
most  interesting  discussion. 

Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature 
of  1911  the  extension  work  of  the  board  for  the  current  year  has  been 
greatly  reduced.  Mr,  Bailey's  report  shows  much  hard  work  and  en- 
couraging results. 

Using  as  a  means  of  distribution  the  wheat  and  soil  train  soit  out 
by  the  State  Millers'  Association  and  the  Agricultural  College,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  board  and  the  field  man  spent  ten  days  in  southern  Michi- 
gan, making  C6  stops,  at  which  points  a  large  amount  of  library  material 
was  distributed,  a  cotleotiou  of  pictures  loaned  by  the  state  and  the 
traveling  libraries  were  exhibited.  Short  talks  were  given  as  the  visitors 
filed  through  the  baggage  car  in  which  the  exhibit  was  placed.  Twelve 
thousand  people  were  reached,  and  as  a  direct  result  of  this  effort 
seventy-five  applications  for  traveling  libraries  were  received  during  the 
following  month.  The  work  of  library  growth  in  Michigan  is  slow  but 
sure,  and  the  results  of  the  work  of  1911  show  that  the  time  and  effort 
rapeuded,  often  under  discouraging  circumstances,  have  certainly  re- 
sulted in  more  than  average  success. 
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fSTATK  FKDKRATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 
REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF   LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMIITEE. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  club  women  there  hast  been  a  large  work 
done  in  library  extennion  this  year  in  Michigan.  In  several  inataiiceH 
reading  rooms  have  been  opened  by  the  cinbe,  who  used  their  libraries 
as  a  nuclens.  Donations  of  books  followed  and  such  an  interest  devel- 
oped tliat  the  library  was  made  a  permanent  one  under  the  care  of  the 
manicipal  anthoritiea.  The  library  associations  can  start  this  movement 
in  many  cases  most  successfully. 

Holly  voted  at  the  spring  election  to  establish  a  library  largely  tbrongh 
the  efforts  of  the  Oakland  county  club  women. 

The  Lake  Odessa  club  is  working  earnestly  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Thirty  club  of  Buchanan  raised  one  hundred  dollani  for  juvenile 
books  for  the  townshin  library.  There  is  great  need  for  suitable  books 
for  the  children. 

The  Scott  club  of  South  Haven  mounted  and  classified  S,300  pictures 
for  use  in  the  public  schools. 

The  Cadillac  clubs  report  gifts  of  money,  books  and  magazines  to 
twelve  district  schools.  Also  the  gift  of  128  pictures,  some  framed, 
copies  of  famous  pictures  for  school  use. 

Cassopolis  also  reports  the  loan  of  pictures  to  schools. 

Allegan  history-  class  reports  an  earnest  effort  toward  interesting 
schools  in  establishing  libraries. 

A  Grand  Rapids  club  collected  magazines  for  rural  schools. 

By  the  laws  of  our  great  state  there  are  funds  provided  by  which  the 
smallest  school  district  may  each  year  add  a  few  volumes  to  its  librarj". 
The  only  i-equirement  is  that  the  district  vote  at  its  annual  me«ting  to 
establish  a  library  and  so  report. 

The  county  school  commissioners  are  in  a  position  to  aid  the  schools 
in  this  matter. 

In  the  smnller  cities  and  towns  which  have  no  library,  a  lai^  field 
awaits  the  rhib  woman.  Create  library  sentiment  until  one  has  been 
established.  Many  times  rooms  will  be  donated  for  this  purpose  if  a 
supply  of  books  can  be  secured. 

The  library  at  Salem  I>egan  by  calling  for  donations.  The  gift  of  one 
suitable  volume  made  the  donor  a  member  for  one  year.  The  number 
reached  500  the  tirst  year. 

The  fourth  district  chairman  addressed  the  teachers'  institute  of  Itarry 
county  in  regard  to  the  state  loan  of  pictures. 

The  Hastings  club  has  started  a  collection  of  its  own  for  loan  pur 
poses. 

The  elcvenlh  district  cliaimian  made  the  most  enthusiastic  rejwrt  of 
the  year,  stating  that  four  out  of  the  six  commis-aionere  of  that  district 
were  making  practical  efforts  toward  the  extension  of  school  librarieti 
throughout  their  counties. 

Nearly  every  township  has  a  librarj-.    Did  your  committee  visit  those 
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near  by?  Could  you  add  to  the  convenience  of  the  room  in  wliich  it  is 
kept?  Yonr  interest  would  probably  resnlt  in  securing  a  soitable  li- 
brarian who  could  wisely  direct  the  choice  of  books  especially  by  the 
young,  and  an  improved  grade  of  books.  If  your  clnb  is  in  a  city  where 
you  have  a  free  public  library  under  an  eflScient  librarian,  perhaps  a 
children's  story  hour  could  be  arranged.  In  this  way  an  interest  and 
taete  for  the  best  can  be  developed. 

Your  chairman  would  recommend  that  the  library  committee  be  re- 
duced in  size,  in  order  to  curtail  the  correspondence  and  avoid  a  con- 
fusion on  the  part  of  the  clubs  as  to  the  proper  one  to  consult. 

Gebtrcde  Prindlb, 
Chairman  Library  Extension  Committee, 
M.  S.  F.  W.  C,  October,  1911. 


REPORT  OF  R.  D.  BAILEY. 

January  13  a  half  day  was  spent  with  the  county  normal  class  at 
Flint. 

The  forenoon,  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  18th  was  devoted  to  a 
session  of  the  Pomona  grange  at  McCords.  Representative  farmers  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  were  present. 

Visits  were  made  to  farmers'  institutes  at  Clare,  Ovid,  Baldwin,  Gray- 
ling, Gladwin,  and  the  county  normals  at  Ionia,  Hastings,  Grand  Haven 
and  the  "Hesperia"  meeting  at  Hart. 

Teachers'  institutes  at  Elk  Rapids,  Bonth  Boardman,  and  Pomona 
grange,  Kalkaska,  consumed  the  time  to  the  beginning  of  the  farmers' 
institute  at  the  .Agricultural  College,  from  February  28  to  March  3, 
inclusive. 

The  county  normals  at  New  Baltimore  and  Pontiac  were  visited  March 
6  and  8. 

The  two  following  days  were  spent  with  Pomona  grange  at  Sparta  and 
Nonica. 

From  there  I  visited  the  county  normals  at  Hastings,  Allegan,  Cadillac 
and  Dowagiac  and  the  State  Y.  M.  C.  A.  meeting  at  Battle  Creek. 

A  teachers'  association  was  attended  at  Cheboygan  while  I  was  en 
roote  to  Harrisville  to  attend  a  teachers'  institute,  followed  by  a  teach- 
ers' association  at  Burt. 

Visits  to  teachers'  institutes  at  East  Jordan,  Charlevoix  and  Ionia 
were  then  made,  followed  by  the  Pomona  grange  at  Bellaire. 

June  24  to  July  B  I  was  in  attendance  at  the  summer  school  of  library 
methods  at  Marquette. 

From  July  28  to  August  12  I  was  occupied  in  assisting  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  exhibit  of  the  work  of  the  IJbrary  Commission  to  occupy  three- 
quartere  of  a  car  in  the  "Wheat  and  Soil"  special  run  by  the  Agricul- 
tural College  and  the  State  Millers'  Association. 

August  14-19  was  occupied  by  a  trip  to  Pentwater  to  attend  a  meeting 
similar  to  the  '"Hesperia"  meetings,  which,  originally  held  at  Hesperia, 
are  now  also  held  at  Hart,  Shelby  and  Pentwater. 

September  2  I  appeared  l)efore  the  teachers  of  Isabella  county. 

September  20  to  Octobef2,  visited  the  Upper  Peninsula  with  two  State 
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Grange  officers ;  many  of  the  most  pix^pessive  farmers  of  northern  Michi- 
gan were  met  at  these  meetings. 

The  week  following  was  spent  at  Houghton  in  attendance  at  the  Upper 
Peninsnla  Educational  Aesociatioo. 

October  Sl-November  S,  was  a  busy  week  in  connection  with  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  at  I>etroit,  where  we  had  an  exhibit  to  be  proad 
of,  in  the  main  corridor  of  the  Central  high  school. 

A  visit  to  tbe  county  normal  of  Mecosta  county,  a  meeting  of  the 
school  officers  nnd  of  the  teachers  of  that  county  occupied  my  time  to 
the  middle  of  the  month. 

Miss  Jennie  Buell,  lecturer  of  State  Grange,  having  invited  us  to  ex- 
hibit at  her  lecturers'  headquarters,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  opiwr- 
tuuity  December  11-16. 

All  that  I  was  able  to  accomplish  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month 
was  a  trip  to  the  two-days  Boys'  Com  Growing  Contest  in  Cadillac,  and 
the  farmers'  institute,  two  days,  at  McBain. 


REPORT  OF  MI8S  CONaTANCE  BEifENT,  ORGANIZER. 


The  Lapeer  high  school  library  was  organized  in  March,  The  library 
contained  1,500  well  selected  volumes,  and  these  were  accessioned,  classi- 
fied, catalogued  and  shelf-listed.  New  shelving  was  put  in  to  provide 
for  growth,  and  an  informal  charging  system  was  installed.  The  library 
is  open  every  school  day  from  8  to  10  and  from  2  to  4.  Miss  Nina  Brown 
is  the  librarian. 


The  Quincy  free  public  library  was  organized  in  October.  The  build- 
ing, the  gift  of  Mr.  Charles  Bennett  of  Coldwater,  is  small,  but  very 
complete.  It  is  well  furnished  with  standard  library  furnishings,  and 
is  very  attractive  in  every  way.  The  library  contains  about  1.700 
volumes,  1,000  of  which  were  given  by  the  Quincy  ladies'  library  asso- 
ciation. The  books  were  accessioned,  classified  and  catalogued,  and  a 
simplified  Newark  charging  system  was  installed.  There  are  about  100 
children's  books  and  these  were  shelved  separately  in  one  comer  of  the 
children's  room.  The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  the  first  of  No- 
vember with  formal  exercises.    Mrs.  Maud  S.  Bames  is  the  librarian. 
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UPPER  PENINSULA  LIBKAKIEW. 
REPORT  BY  MISS  ADELIA  REID,  ASSISTANT  STATE  LIBRARIAN, 

The  time  from  t^eptembei"  5  to  September  15,  1911,  was  spent  viKiting 
the  librariefl  in  the  Upper  Peninsula.  In  all  the  work  is  progi-eesive  and 
enthusiastic. 

At  Sault  Ste,  Marie,  the  Camegie  librarj-,  yisited  September  5,  is  in 
cliarge  of  Miss  Adah  Shelly  who  was  called  to  fill  the  vacancy,  March 
1,  1911.    Good  co-operative  work  is  done  with  the  schools. 

The  library  contains  7,731  volumes  besides  documents  and  the  circula- 
tion for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  39,534. 

The  Peter  White  public  library  of  Manjuette  was  visited  September 
6.  Miss  Anna  Stuart  Duncan,  the  librarian,  was  at  Cedar  Point,  and 
the  first  assistant.  Miss  Bennett,  gave  the  report.  The  library  contains 
21,202  volumes  and  employs  two  assistants. 

A  story  hour  is  conducted  twice  a  week  from  October  to  May,  by  the 
supervisor  of  city  kindergartens. 

Libraries  are  sent  out  in  September  to  the  schools  of  the  city  to  be 
held  for  the  school  year.  These  are  made  up  from  lists  submitted  by 
teachers,  of  books  suitable  for  their  grades.  A  special  fund  is  set  aside 
for  this  work.  Four  study  clubs  depend  upon  the  library  for  their 
material. 

The  Carnegie  library  of  Ishj^ming,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Bray- 
ton,  was  visited  September  7.  With  15,000  volumes  the  circulation  last 
year  was  72,000. 

No  definite  work  with  the  schools  is  done,  the  high  school  having  a 
good  working  library.  Books  are  loaned  to  residents  of  adjacent  mining 
rocationa  just  as  to  residents  of  the  city  and  are  bought  freely  for  the 
work  of  the  stndy  cinbs. 

Miss  Be7*rine  E.  Willett  baa  charge  of  the  N^aunee  public  library, 
visited  September  7.  It  is  housed  in  the  city  hall,  contains  8.000  volumes 
and  is  open  to  the  public  afternoons  and  evenings  and  Saturday  morn- 
ings.    No  assistant  is  employed. 

Although  very  much  crowded  for  room  the  library  is  steadily  growing 
and  good  work  is  being  done  in  raising  the  standard  of  juvenile  reading, 
A  new  building  is  greatly  ncedwl  and  the  interest  is  awake  for  it — so  it 
will  probably  come  in  the  near  future. 

The  Camegie  pnblic  librai-y  at  Houghton  was  visited  September  8. 
It  contains  B.OOO  volumes  and  under  the  management  of  Miss  Grace  A. 
Whare  is  doing  splendid  work,  extending  its  privileges  to  the  outlying 
mining  locations. 

This  work  is  carried  on  by  means  of  a  special  fund,  set  aside  for  the 
purpose,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  school  board  of  the  city. 

A  story  hour  and  illustrated  travel  talks  are  given  once' a  week. 

The  pnblic  school  library  of  Hancock,  visited  September  8.  is  located 
in  the  high  school  building  and  under  the  management  of  Snpt.  Eugene 
LaRowe.  It  contains  4,000  volumes  and  is  free  to  the  publif,  although 
the  work  is  largely  with  the  schools  of  the  city,  '" 
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At  PaiaeBdale,  visited  September  9,  the  principal  town  of  Adams 
township,  is  located  the  Sarah  K.  Paine  memorial  library,  in  charge  of 
Miss  Etbel  Kellow.  This  is  also  the  seat  of  the  township  high  echool, 
special  trains  operated  by  the  Copper  Range  Consolidated  Mining  Co., 
bringing  the  pupils  each  day  from  the  other  locations  of  the  township. 
In  this  way  the  work  of  the  library  is  extended  to  other  mining  locatitms. 

The  library  provides  a  smoking  room,  free  baths  and  a  fine  anditorinm. 
Its  use  as  a  social  center  is  a  very  large  and  valnable  part  of  the  work. 

Present  use  is  being  made  of  the  state  traveling  libraries,  the  Paine 
memorial  library  eerviug  as  a  distributing  renter  for  the  various  mining 
locations  of  the  township. 

The  C.  &  H.  Mining  public  library.  Mi*.  Marie  F.  Grierson.  librarian, 
was  visited  September  9,  It  is  the  dintrift  library  for  school  district  No. 
2.  which  embraces  Calumet,  T^anrium,  Red  Jacliet  and  several  other  min- 
ing locations.  A  great  effort  is  made  to  reach  even  the  most  ontlying 
of  the  company's  employes.  Free  baths  are  furnished,  6,000  being  the 
record  for  last  year. 

This  library  boys  generounl^v  of  iHHtks  in  foreign  languages  to  supply 
the  large  percentage  of  foreign  populatiou. 

Miss  Helen  D.  Gorton  has  charge  of  the  Oamegie  library  at  Escanaba. 
With  8,407  volumes,  the  circulation  last  year  was  38,101. 

Work  with  the  schools  was  accomplished  last  year  for  the  first  time. 
At  present  the  spirit  of  co-operation  is  strong  in  the  schools  aiod  madi 
is  being  done  to  bring  the  library  to  the  pupils  and  teachers.  A  st4»7 
hour  is  conducted  weekly.  From  a  delivery  station  established  at  the 
North  Escanaba  school,  there  were  circulated  last  year  more  than  a 
thoosand  books.     This  library  was  visited  September  11. 

The  Manistique  public  school  librarv,  visited  September  12,  contains 
neariy  2,000  volumes.  It  is  housed  in  the  high  school  building  with  Miss 
Edith  Fnller  in  charge,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  school  tward.' 

But  one  small  i-oom  is  devoted  to  the  library'  and  no  assistant  is  em- 
ployed.   Much  more  work  could  be  done  with  better  conveniences. 

Iron  Mountain  has  a  Carnegie  library  of  10.000  volumes  under  the 
managemeut  of  Miss  Alexandrine  La  Tourette.  The  members  of  the 
school  board  serve  as  library  trustees,  and  the  offices  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  and  (secretary  of  the  school  board  are  in  the  building. 
This  uses  room  which  is  badly  needed  for  n  children's  room,  and  may 
be  remedied  when  the  new  high  school  which  is  now  being  built  is  com- 
pleted. 

One  assistant,  who  is  also  secretary-  to  the  superintendent  of  schools 
gives  the  afternoon,  and  two  of  the  city  teachers  assist  each  an  eveoiog 
a  week.    The  library  is  oiien  from  9  fo  !)  daily,  except  Sunday, 

The  city  has  a  large  fordgn  element,  and  the  library  contains  a  few 
books  in  foreign  languages.    This  library  was  visited  September  13. 

The  Spies  public  library  of  Atcuominee,  visited  September  11,  contains 
about  8,000  volumes.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Lois  A.  Spencer, 
with  one  assistant.  Miss  Spencer  filled  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mrs.  O.  B.  Munger,  and  under  her  management  the  library 
promises  to  do  very  efScieut  work. 

An  especially  helpfnl  feature  is  the  organization  of  a  patrol  of  Boy 
Scoots  through  whom  she  hopes  to  reach  all  juvenile  readers. 

The  librarv  is  splendidly  equipped  and  should  fill  a  large  place  in  the 
life  of  the  city.  l.,  ,z...;,  LiOOgrC 
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Home  of  "Adrian  story  tellers'  league,"  a  club  of  50  teachers  and 
othei-B  who  meet  in  the  librarj-  monthly  to  discuss  stories  and  to  tell 
them.  The  club  conducts  a  story  hour  each  week  of  vacations,  but  none 
except  in  schoolroom  duping  school.  The  members  are  in  demand  as 
entertainers  and  aid  in  forming  literary  standards  in  city,  and  the  club 
is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  children's  room  activities.  No  restrictions  are 
placed  on  the  number  of  books  teachers  may  draw  nor  the  length  of  time 
they  may  be  kept.  Edna  T\'hiteman,  of  Cleveland,  lectured  to  teachers 
in  library  and  gave  a  number  of  8tor7  hours  for  children  in  June,  1911. 


ALBION  LADIES  PUBUC  UBRARY. 

This  year  we  are  having  our  books  catal<^ued  by  Miss  Woodward, 
who  is  at  work  now.  We  have  never  had  an  up-to-date  system,  but  hope 
to  have  things  in  running  order  soon.  Our  membership  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. We  are  gradually  adding  books  for  reference  work  for  the 
schools  and  clubs  of  the  city. 


ALLEGAN  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

Six  portable  book  cases,  each  containing  eight  or  nine  new  and  up- 
to-date  books  of  the  best  literature  were  presMited  to  the  library  for  the 
use  of  "shut-ins."  They  are  in  constant  circulation.  The  235  pupils 
of  the  high  school  b4ve  visited  the  library  for  instruction  in  the  use  of 
its  tools.  They  came  in -classes  of  twenty-five  or  thirty,  with  their  teach- 
ers, during  the  forenoon  when  the  library  was  not  open  to  the  public. 
They  gained  something  of  an  understanding  of  the  use  of  the  card  cata- 
logue and  the  different  magazine  indexes,  which  has  proved  of  lasting 
benefit.  The  normal  class  of  twenty,  with  its  teacher,  came  to  the  library 
one  forenoon.  We  had  arranged  on  the  dififerent  tables,  for  the  examina- 
tion of  its  members,  one  hundred  good  books  for  a  country  school.  We 
gave  them  each  a  typewritten  list  of  the  books,  giving  the  author,  title, 
publisher,  price  and  grade  for  which  each  book  was  suitable.  The  normal 
class  also  spent  one  forenoon  learning  how  to  use  the  library. 


ALMA  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  library  work  among  the  college  professors 
and  students  special  effort  has  been  made  to  encourage  the  high  school 
pupils  to  use  the  librarj-  and  the  result  has  been  very  gratifying^ 
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BATTI£  CREEK  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 
The  work  in  the  children's  room  has  heen  very  extensive.  Children's 
librarian  going  into  the  schools  to  tell  the  stories,  not  particularly  as 
a  professional  story  teller,  but  to  teach  the  teacher  how  to  tell  a  story 
from  the  literary  standpoint.  The  teacher  is  supposed  to  carry  on  the 
work  be^n  by  the  librarian.  For  instance,  we  have  outlines  for  King 
Arthur,  Robin  Hood,  the  Norse  stories,  the  Greek  stories,  connected  or 
continuous.  The  librarian  tells  one,  the  teacher  tells  the  others.  Some- 
times stories  are  told  at  the  library,  but  they  are  not  so  satisfactory, 
because  cme  must  adapt  his  story  to  a  mixed  group  of  children.  We 
put  out  books  on  subjects  for  teachers  or  send  same  to  their  rooms.  The 
reference  librarian  has  classes  from  the  high  school  to  teach  the  use  of 
reference  books.  All  the  history  and  Knglish  classes  take  advantage  of 
this.    Our  specialty  is  work  for  the  schools. 


BENTON  HARBOR  PUBUC  UBRARY. 
To  July  1,  1911,  the  circulation  was  37,205.  Collection  of  pictures  of 
local  celebrities  include  Roy  K.  Monlton,  Bessie  R.  Hoover,  Charles  Major 
and  Ben  King,  Roland  C.  Bowtnm  and  Clara  Louise  Bumham.  Alter- 
nate Saturdays  have  story  hour  and  free  mnsic  recitals.  Exhibit  of 
public  school  work  all  grades  hang  in  the  library,  also  exhibit  from 
manual  training  department.  Librarian  explained  uses  of  library  to 
the  first  grade  high  school  students,  taking  them  in  groupt;  of  fifteen, 
meeting  them  Saturday  mornings. 


BIRMINGHAM  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  volumes  given  out  increases  every  year.  One  interest- 
ing feature  of  the  children's  reading  is  the  technical  books  taken  by  the 
boys.  They  have  made  toy  aeroplanes,  box  kites,  dynamos,  induction 
coils  and  other  electrical  apparatus,  from  the  directions  given  in  the 
book. 

CALUMET  AND  HECLA  MINING  COMPANY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Circulation  of  books  for  past  year,  14C,4S5;  magazines,  2S,490;  pic- 
tures, 9,730;  clippings,  1,547.  Readers  in  reading  rooms,  64,216.  Cir^ 
culation  of  foreign  books.  9,269.  Story  hour  for  children  every  Satur- 
day afternoon  from  October  to  April,  with  large  attendance.  Ninety- 
five  games  were  used  in  the  homes  by  1,152  children.  Most  cordial  and 
helpful  relations  exist  between  the  library  and  the  schools.  Many  of 
the  teachers  make  use  of  schoolroom  libraries  of  twenty  books.  A  great 
deal  of  reference  work  is  done.  A  collection  of  10,000  mounted  pictures 
was  very  useful  in  the  schools  and  clubs.  Fifteen  sets  of  the  Underwood 
travel  tours  with  stereoscopes  are  in  constant  use  by  the  public  and 
are  very  much  enjoyed.    No  charge  is  made  for  any  of  the  privileges  of 
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CHARLOTTE  FREE  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

We  are  very  glad  to  say  that  our  libraFj  ib  ia  a  flourisbitig  condition  at 
the  present  time.  We  have  been  adding  some  valuable  books  in  the  way 
of  reference  books,  which  is  a  great  help  to  the  students  of  our  school 
who  are  doing  good  work,  which  iB  very  encouraging.  Also,  our  circula- 
tion is  steadily  increasing. 


DETROIT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Special  libraries  numberiug  17,000  twokB  are  sent  into  750  Bchoolrooms 
in  83  schoolhonses.  In  the  8  branch  libraries  clubs  are  organized  among 
the  girls  and  boys  drawn  from  the  nearby  schools  which  make  systematic 
study  of  topics  of  permanent  importance.  Dejmeit  stations  are  now  in 
active  operation  in  some  20  factories  and  social  settlemflits  as  well  as 
in  the  social  centers  in  the  scboolhouses  operated  under  the  authority 
of  the  board  of  education. 


DOWAGIAC  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Story  hour  used  during  the  winter  months  with  both  local  and  pro- 
fessional story  tellers.  We  have  duplicate  copies  of  magazines  which  we 
circulate.  Children's  room  has  ten  periodicals  on  reading  tables  and 
1,000  volumes  for  circulation  on  the  shelves.  Teachers  have  for  school 
use  special  cards  so  that  any  number  of  books  needed  can  be  bad  for 
school  use  and  kept  from  four  to  six  weeks.  We  make  use  of  the  rental 
plan  for  new  and  popular  fiction,  and  think  it  is  a  success.  We  pay  for 
from  75  to  100  volumes  a  year  in  that  way. 


EAST  LANSING  MICHIGAN  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 

The  use  of  the  library  is  freely  accorded  to  the  residents  of  East  Lan- 
sing. We  have  no  children's  room  and  very  little  literature  suitable  for 
children.  We  are  especially  rich  iu  our  scientific  and  literary  periodi- 
cals, many  sets  being  complete. 


ESCANABA  CARNEGIE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Teachers  are  given  special  privilege  cards.  This  gives  each  teacher 
eight  books  for  a  period  of  eight  weeks.  Many  teaciiers  use  the  telephone 
when  material  on  certain  subjects  is  desired,  and  that  material  is  ready 
when  students  arrive.  Talks  were  given  the  first  year  high  school  pupils 
on  a  few  of  the  most  important  reference  books,  including  the  use  of 
periodical  guides.  These  talks  were  followed  by  practical  problems  illus- 
trating the  points  brought  out.  During  the  past  year  the  interior  of  the 
building  has  been  remodeled  and  redecorated,  so  that  the  supervision  of 
the  entire  building  is  possible  from  the  loan  desk.  A  lecture  room  is 
being  fitted  up  in  the  bataement  and  when  completed  we  hope  to  hold 
exhibits,  ston-  honrs  and  invite  the  different  clubs  and  organizations  to 
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FLINT  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 

Miss  Etniua  Willson  gave  fifteen  story  hours  last  year  with  an  attend- 
ance of  1,353  children.  She  also  made  a  dictionary  catalogue  for  the 
children's  room,  and  we  are  now  making  a  new  dictionary  catalogue  for 
general  works.  Our  present  catalogue  is  a  subject  catalogue,  with  also 
one  section  by  author,  one  by  title  and  individual  biography  separate. 
I  have  asked  the  superintendent  of  schools  to  send  nie  the  sixth,  seventh 
and  ughth  grades  for  instruction  in  using  reference  books.  I  can  tell  you 
about  the  result  next  year. 

GRAND  HAVEN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  the  city  |12,500  towards  a  library 
building,  which  will  probably  be  bnilt  in  the  spring. 

GRAND  RAPIDS  PUBUC  UBRARY. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  things  done  by  the  library  was  the  publi- 
cation in  the  July  bulletin  of  a  list  of  its  books  <hi  &fichigan  exclusive 
of  state  and  public  documents,  maps  and  atlases,  periodicals,  all  material 
in  the  medical  library,  manuscript,  clippings,  programs,  and  other  small 
items  of  historic  interest.  This  bulletin  contained  36  pages.  In  the 
October  bulletin  the  library  published  an  outline  of  the  coarse  of  study 
on  vocational  guidance  in  the  Central  high  school,  t<^ether  with  a  list 
of  books  in  the  library  arranged  by  subject.  In  Kovember  the  library 
exhibited  at  the  First  Michigan  Land  and  Apple  Show  In  Grand  Bapids 
its  collection  of  books  and  magazines  on  horticulture,  about  1,000 
volumes,  and  issued  in  connection  therewith  a  leaflet  describing  the 
activities  of  the  library.  This  exhibition  attracted  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion, and  there  have  been  many  requests  for  books  seen  at  this  exhibit 
since  then. 

HARBOR  SPRINGS  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

Teachers  and  students  use  the  library  a  great  deal  for  reference  and 
study.  The  children's  comer  is  provided  with  suitable  papers  and  maga- 
zines. Periodicals,  etc.,  are  sent  to  counlry  homes  and  camps  and  dis- 
tributed generally.  The  young  people  especially  appreciate  the  nse  of 
the  association  rooms  for  social  woi-k.  Reading  clubs  frequently  meet 
at  the  library.  A  new  piano  has  been  installed  and  will  be  used  during 
certain  hours  and  evenings  for  social  work. 

HOUGHTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

The  story  hour  is  conducted  by  teachers,  librarian  and  out  of  town 
talent.  Average  attendance  90  children.  Reading  lists  sent  to  schools 
by  grades-picture  bulletin  and  reading  posters.  Art  exhibits,  Thurber 
Art  Co.,  Chicago,  and  Miss  Mame  Powell.  T,ake  Linden.  Drama  study 
club  meetings  at  library.  Books  purchased  by  the  library  and  traveling 
library  from  the  State  Library.     The  library  owns  and  has  in  circnla- 
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tioD  12  traveliDg  libraries  of  40  books  each  at  the  fotlowing  stationa: 
Huron  Town,  Otter  River,  South  Elo,  Beltry,  Elo,  Tapiola,  Askel,  Pil- 
grim (2),  Isle  Bojal  stamp  mill,  Superior,  Dodgeville. 

HUDSON  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

The  library  is  much  used  by  teachers  and  pupils.  During  the  past 
winter  a  great  deal  of  material  was  furnished  for  the  debates  in  the 
Friday  aftemon  lyceums.  Much  reference  is  also  called  for  in  connec- 
tion with  the  regular  work.  During  the  year  some  instruction  was  given 
to  high  school  classes  in  the  use  of  the  library.  A  story  hour  for  the 
children  is  held  on  Saturday  morning  daring  the  winter  months. 

IRON  MOUNTAIN  CARNEGIE  PUBUG  LIBRARY. 

Seven  hnndred  forty-seven  volumes  were  added  during  the  pest  year, 
making  a  total  of  nearly  11,000  now  in  the  library.  The  circulation  was 
over  35,000,  making  a  gain  of  2,500  over  the  previous  year.  About  48 
per  cent  of  the  circulation  was  juvenile.  Two  hundred  twenty-one  new 
borrowers  enrolled,  making  a  total  of  nearly  3,000  now  on  the  register. 
The  library  now  subscribes  to  75  periodicals,  four  of  them  being  foreign, 
and  eight  duplicates  for  circulation.  Four  hundred  boc^s  were  rebound 
during  the  year  and  113  magazines  were  bound.  Steps  were  also  taken 
to  complete  the  sets  of  bound  periodicals  by  purchase  of  missing  volumes. 
The  library  now  has  nearly  1,000  volumes  of  bound  periodicals.  The 
aim  of  the  library  is  to  remove  all  unnecessary  restrictions  and  borrow- 
ers are  allowed  to  draw  as  many  books  as  desired,  within  reasonable 
limits.  Teachers  may  retain  books  for  six  weeks  in  connection  with  their 
school  work.  A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  instructing  school 
children  In  the  use  of  the  library,  by  having  them  come  to  the  library 
in  groups,  for  talks  by  the  librarian.  Woi^  with  the  children  is  ham- 
pered by  crowded  quarters,  but  by  another  year  we  hope  to  have  a  larger 
and  more  convenient  children's  room,  and  to  be  able  to  start  a  story 
hour.  With  nearly  half  of  our  circulation  juvenile,  we  feel  that  this 
side  of  the  work  shonid  not  be  neglected. 

I8HPEMING  CARNEGIE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Our  circulation  for  year  ending  October  1,  1911,  was  75,257.  The 
inhabitants  of  Ishpeming  number  about  12.000.  The  public  schools  have 
a  good  and  quite  large  library  at  the  high  school  building.  Therefore 
onr  special  work  in  their  behalf  Is  conflne<l  to  the  more  expensive  refer- 
ence books  and  bound  magazine  articles.  The  story  hour  is  not  success- 
ful because  of  the  immense  number  of  miners'  children  of  mixed  national- 
ity and  different  ages.  It  is  hard  to  get  story  tellers  to  interest  all  and 
keep  order.  The  time  of  the  library  force  is  taken  up  by  routine  work. 
Stories  are  i-ead  in  the  grade  schools.  The  Underwood  travels  by  stereo- 
scope recently  purchased  for  the  library  are  at  present  interesting  many 
children  under  the  direction  ot  the  teachers.  Our  work  here  goes  along 
very  smoothly,  which  I  feel  is  quite  remarkable  when  handling  a  mining 
town  population  and  the  large  number  of  patrons,  as  shown  by  our  elp 
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cnlation.    We  have  both  card  and  pamphlet  catalf^ues.    Sopplements  to 
pamphlet  pablisbed  each  year. 

JACKSON  PUBUC  UBRARY. 

Additions  for  the  year  ended  Jane  .tO,  1911,  3,072  volumes;  total  in 
library  on  that  date,"36,5S7.  Circulation  for  the  year  104,956,  increase 
of  18  per  cent  over  preceding  year.  Fiction  percentage  75.66,  a  decrease 
of  3.9  per  cent.  Small  collections  of  children's  books  were  put  into  the 
rooms  of  the  lower  grades  of  the  outlying  schools  for  home  use  by  the 
children.  Weekly  story  hour  for  the  children  was  held  by  Miss  Todd 
from  October  to  May;  an  aggr^ate  of  over  5,500  children  were  present. 
Sixteen  standard  ma^zines  were  added  to  our  subscription  list  for  home 
circulation.  A  complete  set  of  Underwood  &  Underwood  stereographic 
travel  tours  was  purchased  and  put  into  circulation.  The  furnishing 
of  the  auditorium  was  completed  and  a  1911  model  stereopticon  and  re- 
flectoscope  added  to  the  equipment. 

KALAMAZOO  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

The  children's  librarian  conducts  a  story  hour  in  her  department,  has 
charge  of  a  boys'  club,  and  visits  the  schools  and  tells  stories  there.  We 
have  two  branch  libraries  that  are  located  in  the  school  buildings,  and 
of  course  such  work  is  done  with  the  schools  in  connection  with  these 
branches. 

LANSING  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

During  the  past  year  1,535  readers'  cards  were  issued,  making  6,220 
cards  in  force.  From  the  central  library  there  were  circulated  67,060 
volumes,  and  from  the  four  branches  in  the  school  buildings  8,679,  mak- 
ing a  total  circulation  of  65,639  volumes,  an  increase  of  32.3  per  cent 
over  the  preceding  year.  The  circulation  from  the  rental  collection 
was  1,706  volumes :  1.423  volumes  were  added,  381  of  which  were  juvenile, 
making  a  total  of  19,568  volumes  in  the  library.  Sets  of  from  10-20 
volumes  each  are  sent  to  all  the  grades,  from  the  third  to  the  eighth,  in 
the  public  schools  six  times  each  year.  Prom  October  1  to  June  1  a 
story  hour  is  held  in  the  library  each  week.  The  lecture  room  is  also 
used  for  lectures  and  exhibits  from  time  to  time,  and  by  the  women's 
clubs  of  the  city.  The  floor  of  the  children's  room,  reading  room  and 
lobby  has  been  covered  with  cork  carpet.  Tungsten  lamps  are  now  used 
throughout  the  library,  giving  much  better  light  at  less  cost. 

LUDINGTON  CARNEGIE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  library  is  patronized  extensively  by  the  teachers  and  children. 
Owing  to  our  limited  income  we  are  unable  to  hire  an  assistant,  hence 
the  "story  boar"  has  not  been  started,  as  the  librarian  is  only  equal  to 
taking  chai^  of  the  reference  department,  the  reading  room,  the  chil- 
dren's room  and  the  loan  desk.  We  hope  some  day  to  get  the  "story 
hour"  in.    The  reference  department  is  in  great  demand,  , 
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MANISTEE  PUBUC  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

The  library  ie  now  simply  a  reference  library  for  school  work.  When 
the  Came^e  public  library  was  opened  here  about  five  years  ago  the 
greater  number  of  the  books,  about  5,000,  were  transferred  to  that 
library. 

MARQUETTE  PETER  WHITE  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 

During  the  winter  mooths  we  have  an  extra  assistant  whose  work  is 
to  take  charge  of  the  story  hour.  She  spends  two  hours  every  afternoon 
in  the  library.  Two  days  in  the  week  she  tells  stories  and  the  other  days 
assists  the  children  to  find  the  best  literature.  We  have  twenty  selected 
libraries  placed  in  various  schoolrooms.  The  books  from  these  libraries 
are  circulated  by  the  teachers  and  a  report  is  sent  to  the  library  each 
month  npoD  this  circulation. 

MENDON  TOWNSHIP  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  last  two  years  has  marked  a  great  change  in  our  library,  in  the 
use  the  teachers  and  children  make  of  the  library,  especially  the  refer- 
ence department. 

MENOMINEE  SPIES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  library  made  a  change  in  librarians  in  July,  so  that  this  report 
refers  only  to  activities  since  then.  We  have  a  story  hour  on  Thursdays. 
A  reading  club  for  the  boys  has  been  started  and  the  meetings  are  held 
on  Tuesdays.  The  members  of  the  library  board  with  their  wives  and 
the  library  staff  gave  a  reception  to  the  teachers  at  the  library  October 
13.  It  is  bearing  fruit  in  the  greater  use  of  teachers'  books.  Visits  to 
the  schools,  during  which  the  librarian  explains  the  arrangement  of 
books  and  their  use,  sometimes  adding  a  story  for  the  primary  grades, 
are  being  made.  A  Iwy  scouts  oi^nization  has  been  started,  using  the 
librarj'  for  headquarters.  The  librarian  has  been  asked  to  join  two  of 
the  clubs  and  has  used  the  opportunity  given  to  bring  the  library  and 
the  clubs  into  closer  touch. 


MUSKEGON  HACKLEY  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

Number  of  books  in  library  June  30.  1911.  47.956.  Books  added  dur- 
ing year,  2,109.  Books  issued  for  home  use.  78,507.  Books  issued  at 
library,  12,349.  Readers  in  reading  and  reference  rooms,  4fl,0.'>2.  To 
the  teachers  we  issue  a  special  card  in  addition  to  the  regular  one,  on 
which  five  books,  not  fiction,  may  be  drawn  for  four  weeks.  Boxes  of 
hooks  are  sent  regularly  to  the  high  school  and  the  Hackley  manual 
training  school  for  stated  periods,  and  to  the  other  schools  for  limited 
time  on  request.  Having  no  children's  room,  we  have  no  story  hour, 
but  are  planning  for  the  winter  a  series  of  talks  for  the  sixth  grades  in 
all  schools,  these  talks  to  include  books,  their  physical  make  up,  care, 
etc.,  the  library,  arrangement  of  rooms,  use  of  catalogues,  etc.,  each  talk 
to  end  with  a  short  story.    A  new  art  building  standing  n^t  to-jfiid 
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to  be  administered  as  part  of  the  library,  is  now  ia  process  of  construc- 
tion. The  materials  used  are  high  grade  pressed  bricli  and  Bedford 
stone.  Floors,  veHtibule  and  main  staircase  will  be  marble,  the  roof 
glass  with  best  lighting  obtainable.  In  addition  to  galleries,  offices, 
cloak  rooms,  etc.,  there  will  be  an  auditorinm  54  by  dO  feet,  with  elevated 
stage  and  balcony.  The  architect  is  B.  S.  Beman,  of  Chicago.  Eieren 
paintings  and  a  set  of  Amndel  prints  have  already  been  purchased  for 
the  permanent  collection,  from  the  fl50,000  fnnd  left  by  Charles  H. 
Hackley  for  that  purpose. 

NILES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Graded  lists  of  books  in  library  are  made  out  for  use  of  teachers  and 
pupils.  Teachers  are  allowed  an  unlimited  number  of  books  for  an 
indefinite  time.  Teachers  are  also  asked  to  make  suggestion  in  regard 
to  selction  of  books  for  their  grades.  Picture  bulletins  are  used  for 
holidays  and  special  days. 

OUVET  COLLEGE  LIBRARY. 

The  library  is  mainly  used  for  departmental  work  under  the  direction 
and  guidance  of  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  college.  To 
this  extent  the  work  is  technical  in  its  nature.  The  reading  room  is 
largely  a  feeder  for  the  library. 


PORT  HURON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

During  1910  all  the  nationalities  represented  in  the  city  were  invited 
to  give  something  typical  of  their  nation  to  the  library,  either  in  a 
statue,  bas-relief  or  picture.  Mine  nationalities,  the  German,  French. 
American,  Gredt,  Italian,  Irish,  Hebrew  and  English  responded,  and 
in  March,  1911,  we  had  an  evening  for  the  "unveiling."  Thirteen  busts, 
pictures  and  stataes  were  presented.  It  was  a  delightful  occa^on,  our 
library  is  made  most  attractive  and  it  has  aroused  a  new  interest  in  the 
town.  We  have  never  had  as  many  gifts  as  we  have  had  this  past  year. 
We  also  purchased  a  Victrola  last  year  and  hare  (pven  concerts  of  the 
finest  records  we  could  get  of  singers,  violinists  and  orchestras.  We 
give  one  to  the  public  once  a  month  and  to  the  school  every  Friday,  the 
teachers  coming  with  their  classes.  They  have  been  very  much  enjoyed. 
We  hope  to  give  stereopticon  talks  to  the  children  of  the  upper  grades 
this  year. 

SAGINAW  EAST  SIDE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

We  began  to  reoi^nize  the  library  the  first  of  August  by  improving 
the  appearance  uf  the  library,  instituting  open  shelf  system,  separating 
the  children's  books  and  catalogue  from  adult,  marking  and  rearranging 
books,  uRing  a  bulletin  board  and  the  daily  papera  for  advertising,  etc. 
The  work  is  naturally  not  completed,  but  well  under  way.  We  are  jnst 
starting  a  small  branch  in  one  of  the  school  buildings.  As  the  Hoyt 
library  supplies  reading  room  and  reference  facilities  we  do  not  attempt 
to  compete  but  would  surely  have  a  children's  room  if  it  were  possible. 
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SAGINAW  HOYT  LIBRARY. 


Dnring  the  last  year  the  Hoyt  library  was  used  by  28,000  students, 
22,000  adults  and  0,000  school  children.  Over  60,000  volumes  were  given 
out  for  study  and  150  periodicals,  Engliab,  American,  French  and  Ger- 
man, were  free  to  every  one  who  wished  to  consult  them.  The  art  and 
literary  clubs,  eight  in  number,  make  constant  use  of  the  library. 

8AULT  STE.  MARIE  CARNEGIE  PUBUC  UBRARY. 

We  have  not  had  a  story  hour,  nor  any  special  work  with  the  smaller 
children,  but  hope  to  have  this  year,  ^(e  do,  howeirer,  a  great  deal  of 
reference  work  with  the  school  children,  especially  from  the  high  school, 
as  their  library  was  given  to  us.  They  come  here  to  study  in  their  vacant 
study  hours,  having  a  r^^lar  library  permission  slip  which  we  fill  ont 
with  the  time.  We  keep  special  books  renewed  for  their  use  and  have 
their  list  of  references  and  required  readings  posted  for  use.  Wb  also 
allow  the  teachers  a  practically  unlimited  number  of  books  for  two 
month  periods  on  a  special  card.  We  also  keep  the  books  for  the 
Women's  Beading  Olub  separated  for  their  use,  and  occasionally  secure 
material  from  outside  sources  for  than.  We  also  keep  a  record  of  re- 
quests and  buy  what  we  can,  especially  for  the  teachers  and  club  ladies. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  each  teacher  is  sent  a  circular  letter 
explaining  her  privileges  at  the  library  and  soliciting  her  patronage  and 
recommendations. 

SCHOOLCRAFT  LADIES  UBRARY  A830CTATI0N. 

The  library  is  a  private  one  in  connection  with  a  woman's  literarj' 
cinb.  Most  of  the  books  have  been  purchased  with  reference  to  work 
done  by  this  cInb.  Only  members  are  entitled  to  draw  boc^s.  The  inero- 
bers  granted  the  free  use  of  this  library  to  the  mioisters  and  teachers 
of  the  town.  During  vacation  a  reading  contest  was  inaugurated  for 
the  purpose  of  interesting  young  girls  in  good  literature  and  to  teach 
them  to  search  for  the  real  meaning  of  the  book.  The  method  employed 
was  to  require  the  contestants  to  read  three  books  selected  by  a  com- 
mittee, and  then  in  a  written  paper  of  about  1,500  words  to  state  purpose 
of  the  author,  the  motives  of  the  principal  characters,  and  her  personal 
opinion  of  what  she  had  read.  The  contestants  were  divided  into  two 
grades  according  to  age,  and  first  and  second  prizes  were  offered  for 
best  and  second  best  papers. 

TECUM8EH  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

The  librarian  took  the  summer  library  course  io  Simmcms  college  and 
is  now  classifying  the  library  and  will  then  catalogue  it.  There  is  no 
need  of  a  story  hour.  The  librarian  visits  each  schoolroom  and  the  teach- 
ers cooperate,  so  that  almost  every  child  uses  the  library.  Number  of 
books  issued  for  home  use  from  July  1,  1910,  to  July  1,  1911,  15,115. 
Number  of  cards  issued  since  March,  1908,  1,611.  A  gift  of  450  books 
was  received  last  fall  from  a  former  Tecumseh  man  in  memory  of  lUs 
little  daughter.  ^■■■-  '=^'   -  ^-OOglL 
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TRAVERSE  CITY  PUBLIC  UBRAEY. 

Banning  with  the  first  Tuesday  in  November  we  hare  the  "story 
hour"  for  the  children  at  four  o'clock  every  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  will 
continue  this  nntil  the  spring  vacation.  We  add  many  books  of  fiction 
to  the  library  from  the  "rectal  collection."  We  loan  the  iKxriis  at  fire 
cents  per  week  with  two  cents  a  day  fine  if  kept  overtime.  As  soon  as 
a  book  pays  for  itself  it  is  placed  in  the  general  collection. 

YPSILANTI  PUBUO  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

The  reference  department  is  ijsed  by  the  high  school  pupils  to  supple- 
ment their  daily  class  work,  especially  in  history  and  English,  and  is 
used  less  extensivelv  bv  teachera  and  pnpila  of  the  grades  throughout 
the  i;ity. 
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LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 
FERRIS  INSTITUTE,  BIG  RAPIDS. 

J03BPHINE1    o'fLYNN,    INSTRDCTOE, 

Th«  library  class  at  the  li^rris  Inatitate  opened  witb  a  membership 
of  forty-one,  twenty-three  of  whom  took  the  technical  coarse. 

The  special .  collections  on  nature  study,  school  management  and  school 
hygiene,  fairy  tales  and  folklore  were  widely  consult^, 

Mr.  Ford,  the  connty  school  inspector,  considered  the  folklore  collec- 
tion of  snch  valne  that  he  required  the  Mecosta  connty  teachers  to  answer 
qnestions  concerning  it  for  their  examination. 

Miss  Massee's  week  of  delightful  story  telling  and  instruction  in  chil- 
dren's books  was  greatly  appreciated. 

The  beautiful  collection  of  books  and  pictures  which  has  been  sent 
here  for  two  years  now,  has  been  widely  productive  of  good  to  a  large 
number  of  teechere  in  the  state,  who  before  were  unaware  of  the  help 
the  State  Library  was  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  give  them. 

WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  KALAMAZOO. 

ANNA   L.    PBBNCH,   INSTBUCTOE. 

The  classes  in  library  training  for  the  summer  of  1911  were  made  up 
«f  nine  students  in  the  first  course  and  eight  in  the  second,  five  students 
taking  the  full  two  hours  work.  The  majority  were  rural  teachers,  with 
one  school  superintendent  and  several  grade  teachers.  The  work  was 
divided,  as  last  year,  into  two  courses ;  the  first,  or  general  one,  includ- 
ing the  use  of  books  as  tools,  book  selection  and  reviews  and  discussions 
of  the  books  in  the  children's  library;  the  second,  or  technical  one,  in- 
cluding simple  accessioning,  classification  and  cataloging,  adapted  to 
small  school  libraries.  Both  classes  had  the  special  lectures  by  Miss 
Massee  on  children's  books  and  reading,  as  well  as  the  reference  lectures. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  phases,  and  most  far  reaching  in  its  in- 
fluence, was  the  use  made  of  the  collection  of  children's  books  by  students 
ontside  the  library  classes.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  members  of 
the  faculty,  especially  tboee  in  the  rural  department,  many  students  were 
allowed  to  give  considerable  time  to  the  examination  of  the  bocAs  and 
the  making  out  of  lists  for  small  school  libraries.  Miss  Massee's  lectures 
were  especially  enjoyed  by  these  students. 

Miss  Balcb  of  the  art  department  of  the  normal  school  gave  a  helpful 
talk  on  the  use  of  pictures,  illustrated  by  a  set  from  the  State  Library. 

NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  MARQUETTE. 

MABBL  C.  TBUB,   INSTBUCTOR. 

The  six  weeks'  course  in  library  methods  at  the  Northern  State 
Normal,  Marquette,  was  held  June  26-August  4,  1911.  The  class  of 
twenty  was  the  largest  since  the  establishment  of  this  work  in  1906. 

In  addition  to  the  500  children's  books  and  reference  book^  several 
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nev  collections  hare  been  added,  aacb  as  a  collectioa  of  books  on  pQblic 
and  school  hjgien^  natnre  stud;,  school  management  and  folkl(H«  and 
mythology. 

Lists  of  these  special  collectjons  have  been  prepared,  which  help  to 
call  attention  to  students  not  taking  the  conrse,  to  available  material. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  summer  echool,  a  complete  file  of  these  lists  was 
mailed  to  each  student. 

Six  framed  pictnres  were  s«it  from  the  State  Library  to  decorate  the 
walls  and  also  to  call  attention  to  the  woi^  this  institntion  is  doing  with 
pictures. 

Besides  these  there  were  two  portfolios  of  unframed  pictnres  and  a 
set  of  twelve  colored  prints  illustrating  British  history.  This  last  men- 
tioned set  is  published  by  Longmans,  Oreen  &  Co.,  and  is  especially  in- 
tended for  schools. 

The  wedc  of  July  27th  Miss  Massce,  children's  librarian  in  the  Buffalo 
public  library,  gave  a  course  of  lectures  on  children's  literature  to  the 
class  and  many  visitors.  She  also  gave  one  general  lectnre  in  assembly 
hall. 

Miss  Spanlding,  head  of  the  art  department  in  the  normal,  gave  two 
lectures  on  pictures.  The  first  was  an  illustrated  stereopticon  lecture 
on  the  history  and  development  of  pictures  and  the  sec<xid  a  general  talk 
on  pictures  for  varions  grades,  etc. 

The  very  perceptible  increaBed  interest  among  faculty  and  students 
since  last  year,  is  very  gratifying.  Almost  without  exception  each  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  visited  the  library  methods'  rown  and  many  referred 
their  students  there.  Many  students  visited  the  place.  The  added  num- 
ber and  growing  interest  are  both  encouraging. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN,  ANN  ARBOR. 

THBOnOBEi  W.   KOCH,  DIRBCTOB. 

The  summer  school  class  in  library  methods  of  1911  exceeded  in  siie 
those  of  previous  years,  having  an  attendance  of  twenty-two.  The  &i- 
rollment  compares  favorably  with  the  other  summer  library  courses  given 
throughout  the  country,  as  Columbia  university  library  school,  with  its 
thirty  students,  is  the  only  institution  which  has  the  advantage  in  the 
size  of  its  class  roll.  This  may  in  some  measure  be  due  to  the  attrac- 
tions which  New  York  offers  not  only  as  a  summer  resort,  but  as  one 
of  the  leading  cities. 

Of  the  nine  states  represented  by  those  twenty-two  students  Michigan 
heads  the  list,  haviug  twelve  names — over  half  of  the  class.  The  oUier 
states  contributing  members  were  California,  Colorado,  District  of 
Columbia,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin. 

None  of  the  students  had  had  previous  library  training,  though  thir- 
teen of  them  had  bad  some  experience  in  libraries.  Seven  teachers  took 
the  work  with  a  view  to  entering  all-year  schools  and  adopting  librarian- 
ship  as  a  profession. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  proportion  that  had  had  academic 
training,  since  the  course  requires  for  admission  only  a  high  echool 
preparation.  Twelve  members  had  had  university  work,  and  five  of  titese 
'  held  degrees.    Only  two  of  the  class,  however,  took  the  coBrB&for^CBBdlt, 
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the  Others  were  intent  only  tipon  the  knowledge  of  library  methods  that 
they  might  glean  from  it. 

Besides  the  r^fular  class  room  and  laboratory  work  the  class  had  the 
beneflt  of  talks  by  visiting  lecturers.  Miss  Edna  Whiteman,  of  the  Cleve- 
land pnblic  library,  gave  a  Beries  of  five  lectures  on  "Library  Work  With 
Children." 

Visits  to  other  libraries  also  formed  a  part  of  the  course.  Not  only 
did  the  students  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  apprentice  work  in  the 
Ann  Arbor  public  library  and  thus  of  learning  something  of  the  inside 
workings  of  a  pnblic  library,  in  addition  to  what  they  had  been  taught 
about  the  administration  of  a  university  library,  but  by  visiting  other 
libraries  in  the  state  they  were  enabled  to  compare  the  systems  used  by 
different  libraries. 

The  class  spent  one  whole  day  in  Detroit,  starting  in  with  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  main  building  of  the  Detroit  public  library,  th^  proceeded 
to  the  Gratiot  avenue  branch,  where  Mr.  H.  M.  Utley  talked  to  them  on 
the  administration  of  branch  libraries.  After  luncli  they  were  shown 
through  the  building  of  the  Detroit  Journal  and  had  demonstrated  to 
them  the  various  stages  of  the  making  of  a  newspaper.  The  Spmnk 
Engraving  Company  opened  their  plant  to  the  class  and  one  of  their 
staff  explained  the  making  of  half  tones,  zinc  etchings  and  lithography. 
The  trip  was  finished  with  a  trip  to  Mr,  C.  M.  Burton's  private  librair, 
which  contains  a  splendid  collection  of  Americana. 

Later  in  the  course  trips  were  made  to  the  Vpeilanti  normal  collie 
library,  where  Miss  Walton  gave  a  short  talk  on  the  administration  of 
a  small  college  library,  and  to  the  Jackson  public  library,  an  excellent 
example  of  the  smaller  pnblic  library. 

It  was  generally  felt  that  the  eight  weeks  had  beoi  profitably  spent. 
The  cordial  feeling  between  faculty  and  students  was  expressed  in  sev- 
eral iufonnal  social  gatherings,  the  most  elaborate  of  which  was  a  bau- 
quet  given  to  the  faculty  by  the  students  at  the  close  of  the  session,  at 
which  an  exceedingly  original  and  clever  scheme  of  entertainment  was 
carried  out.  The  toasts  were  bibliographical  in  style  aud  gave  an  amus- 
ing resume  of  the  course. 

MICraGAN  STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOQATION. 

LIBRARY    SECTION. 

The  library  section  met  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Detroit  Museum  of 
Art  at  2  o'clock  on  Friday,  November  3.  This  admirable  room,  designed 
especially  for  lecture  woi*,  was  filled  at  the  opening  hour.  Mr.  Samuel 
H.  Ranck,  librarian  of  the  Grand  Rapids  public  library,  the  chairman 
of  the  section,  opwied  the  session  with  a  few  words  of  welcome. 

The  first  address  was  by  Supt.  E.  E.  Fei^son,  of  Bay  City,  the  topic 
being  "The  effect  of  school  work  on  the  child's  reading,  as  shown  from 
a  statistical  study  of  several  hundred  children  during  a  period  of  yeara." 
He  showed  by  charts  the  observation  he  had  made  on  seven  individual 
students,  especially  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  grades,  out  of  a  class 
of  thirty-five,  noting  first  the  standing  of  each  pupil  and  then  the  read- 
ing done  by  such  pnpil  and  the  good  or  ill  effect  of  the  reading.  It  was 
apparent  that  an  uncertainty  .in  the  kind  of  reading  occurred  m^r^e 
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papils  at  the  time  of  adolescence.  This  was  the  critical  period  wheie 
direction  was  especially  vital.  In  many  instances  he  was  satisfied  that 
without  reading  Qf  the  right  kind,  the  pupils  would  not  have  attained 
some  of  the  higher  grades.  In  all  instances  the  futare  of  the  pupil  was 
kept  in  view  as  the  important  thing,  to  finally  note  whether  the  pnpil 
was  "safe,"  and  whether  apart  from  that,  ambition  and  a  saccessfol 
school  rating  was  achieved.  The  speaker  donbted  if  the  variety  of  read- 
ing done  by  the  children  was  as  great  as  should  be,  and  this  he  deduced 
from  the  number  of  titles  covert  by  100  children. 

The  paper  was  briefly  discnssed  by  Mr.  W.  Millard  Palmer,  ex-mayor 
of  Qrand  Rapids,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Oommis- 
eioners.  Id  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the  number  of  books  read  by  chil- 
dren, Supt.  Ferguson  gave  his  opinion  that  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
children  read  too  many  books,  citing  one  case  of  a  boy  who  over-read 
"stories"  and  got  very  little  from  his  reading. 

The  next  address  was  by  Miss  Mary  Oonover,  of  the  Detroit  public 
library,  "Story  telling  to  children  as  an  incentive  to  good  reading." 

Miss  Eleanor  Bawlinson,  of  the  staff  of  the  Sigsbee  school  in  Grand 
ftapids,  presented  her  paper  on  the  subject  of  "^Die  use  of  the  libraiy 
in  the  grades." 

Miss  Mary  E.  Hall,  librarian  of  the  Girls'  high  school,  Brooklyn,  N. 
y.,  was  introduced  by  the  chairman  as  the  "live  wire  of  this  subject." 
Miss  Hall  was  given  a  warm  welcome  and  in  addition  to  her  paper  "The 
opportunity  of  the  high  school  library,"  spoke  estemporaneoosly  on 
kindred  topics  touching  her  work. 

Miss  Florence  M.  Hopkins,  of  the  Central  high  school,  Detroit,  in 
discussing  the  topic,  made  a  plea  for  the  inclusion  of  such  woric  as  the 
paper  treated  of  as  regular  curriculum  work  jnet  as  any  other  work.  Mr. 
Finney,  of  the  University  library  at  Ann  Arbor ;  Mr.  Helneman,  of  the 
State  Board  of  Library  Oommissioners ;  Miss  Laura  D.  Thompson,  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Miss  Hall,  of  the  high  school  of  the  same  place;  the 
chairman.  Miss  Foray,  of  Detroit,  and  Miss  King,  of  Jackson,  discussed 
the  question. 

Miss  Florence  M.  Ifof^ins,  of  Detroit,  librarian  and  teacher  of  the 
use  of  books  in  the  Detroit  Central  high  school,  was  elected  as  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  David  E.  Heineman,  of  Detroit,  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  was  elected  secretary  of  the  section, 

Mr.  Pinney,  of  Ann  Arbor,  moved  that  it  be  the  sense  of  the  section 
that  cultural  use  of  hocks  on  the  same  standard  as  other  studies  such 
as  algebra  or  Latin,  be  recommended  as  part  of  the  high  school  cur- 
riculam.    The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

David  E.  Heii4buan,  Secretary. 
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STORY  TELLING  TO  CHILDREN  AS  AN  INCENTIVE  TO  GOOD 


BT    MISS    MARY    CONOVEB,  DETROIT    PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Story  telliog — good  reading,  either  subject  is  worthy  of  the  deepest 
attention.  I  should  like  to  consider  story  telling  as  an  art  and  as  a 
vehicle  of  instruction  bnt  I  mnst  leave  that  to  such  writers  as  Sara 
Cone  Bryant,  Edna  Lyman,  Richard  Wyche,  E.  P.  St.  John  and  Louise 
Seymour  Houghton. 

Good  reading — it  is  so  mnch  to  be  desired  that  some  guide  or  prin- 
ciple should  be  found  that  will  lead  us  to  unerring  judgments  in  select- 
ing books  for  children,  that  many  thoughts  crowd  upon  me  for  expres- 
sion; I  must  leave  this  subject  also  to  the  guides,  treatises,  lists,  which 
consider,  advise,  discuss,  dictate  books  for  children  to  read.  I  will  stick 
to  my  text.  Theexcelleuce  of  story  telling  and  good  reading  as  separate 
propositions  being  thus  establisbed  it  only  remains  for  me  to  show  their 
possible  relation  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  central  thought  for  us  then  is  children.  Stories  for  children — 
good  reading  for  children.  "Make  demands  on  the  powers  of  children," 
says  Ellen  Key,  "proportionate  to  the  special  stages  of  their  develop- 
ment, neither  greater  nor  lesser  demands  than  on  adults.  But  respect 
the  joys  of  a  child,  his  taste,  work  and  time  just  as  you  would  those 
of  an  adult."  It  is  no  shame  to  a  child  to  be  childish,  it  is  his  right. 
Books  that  interest  children  because  of  a  spontaneous  reaction,  however 
poor  in  themselves,  are  worth  serious  consideration ;  they  show  us  what 
children's  own  notions  of  a  good  book  are.  A  small  boy  once  said  to 
me  sententiously,  '■!  like  good  books,"  I  began  to  glow  with  joy,  he  went 
on  "Alger  books  are  good  books,"  Such  stories  as  the  Alger  boohs  are 
liked  by  boys  and  girls  and  the  fact  is  full  of  signiflcance,  it  offers  the 
point  of  contact  so  valuable  in  any  dealings  with  children.  These  stories 
open  amid  every  day  surroundings  and  lead  out  into  a  freer  successful 
life.  The  nnderlying  idea  of  all  of  them  is  true  to  human  nature  the  joy 
of  getting  the  best  of  things,  of  coming  out  on  top — even  if  the  method 
is  as  had  as  can  be  and  the  working  out  as  untrue  as  it  is  possible  for 
anything  to  be.  Literature  and  life  are  inseparably  connected;  true 
standards  of  living  are  closely  interwoven  with  standards  of  literary 
taste.  The  value  of  a  book  to  any  of  us  is  what  we  can  get  out  of  it 
in  amusement,  uplift,  or  increased  eGBciency.  This  is  equally  true  of 
children's  reading ;  a  poor  t>ook  that  means  something  to  him  is  of  more 
real  value  to  a  child  than  a  good  book  to  which  he  makes  absolutely  no 
response.  If  a  child  always  reads  what  he  is  told  he  ought  to  read,  he 
is  not  likely  to  be  a  reader  at  all  when  he  is  no  longer  under  the  direc- 
tion or  influence  that  controlled  him.  He  must  have  some  initiative  and 
choose  what  to  read  before  a  permanent  taste  begins  to  grow.  For  young 
children  we  can  select  stories  to  meet  this  general  desire  for  tales  of 
brave  deeds  and  mighty  achievements.    Fairy  tales  and  wonder  stories 
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answa-  to  this  liking,  also  the  narratives  of  Bible  heroee.  The  classics 
too  offer  a  fvind  of  material  adapted  to  meet  this  requirement:  "they 
are  profound  and  simple  at  the  same  time  •  •  •  follow  the  main 
carrents  of  life  and  action  •  •  •  and  strike  chords  common  to  the 
soul  of  all  mankind." 

The  stories  told  in  the  librai?  or  school  should  in  themselves  be  finger- 
posts to  correct  taste  by  always  having  characteristics  inherent  in  the 
best  litenitQre  and  arousing  a  true  pleasure  in  it.  This  quality  should 
be  80  plain  as  to  create  only  clear  mental  pictures  and  true  ethical 
standards.  8uch  story  telling  should  help  a  child  find  himself.  An 
agent  for  the  set  of  books  called  "The  Children's  Hour"  told  me  that 
in  a  certain  city  stories  from  some  volumes  of  this  work  were  told  with 
such  success  that  the  demand  created  for  these  books  could  not  be  met. 
She  thought  this  was  o  wonderful  tribute  to  the  power  of  the  stories. 
It  seems  to  me,  however,  a  superficial  reenlt.  If  any  children,  hearing 
these  stories,  had  been  impelled  by  some  stirring  of  mind  or  heart  to 
ask  for  more  of  the  thing  offered,  more  of  the  authm^s  work — that  would 
have  been  a  response  for  which  the  story-teller  might  indeed  be  gratefnl. 
Individual  choice  growing  out  of  personal  wants  and  needs  is  the  only 
pledge  of  a  permanent  taste  for  reading.  I  felt  sorry  to  hear  a  man 
who  has  the  oversight  of  a  large  number  of  boys  aay  "I  want  to  control 
their  reading,"  althon^  it  may  be  that  he  really  did  not  mean  just  that 
but  something  better  for  the  boys.  The  opportunity  to  choose  and  thus 
form  opinions  upon  which  right  judgments  may  be  tmsed  is  indispensable. 
Life  is  self-activity;  it  is  (Mily  by  moral  and  intdlectnal  self -activity  that 
the  mind  and  aonl  will  reach  a  vigorous  and  well  ordered  existence. 

If  we  can  induce  children  to  turn  to  books  to  satisfy  the  craving  for 
something  ontside  themselves  and  to  find  pleasure  and  solace  there,  we 
have  rendered  them  an  inestimable  service;  whatever  cultivates  fancy 
and  imagination  may  famish  material  for  mental  food  and  spiritual 
sustenance.  Fairy  and  folk  tales  with  their  quality  of  amusing  serve 
well  at  first  but  when  this  fantastic  literature  is  outgrown  the  work  of 
the  librarian  requires  the  nicest  skill.  The  boy  wants  trolls  and  dragons 
and  wicked  kings  translated  into  incidents  that  satisfy  an  insatiable* 
appetite  for  adventure.  His  daily  life,  uneventful  as  it  seems  to  grown 
people,  is  in  reality  filled  with  excitement.  His  constant  endeavor  to 
do  things  and  be  things  often  amid  adverse  circumstances  creates  a 
mental  state  to  which  no  book  is  adequate  unless  filled  with  action  swift 
and  constant.  With  girls  the  fancy  that  was  delighted  With  Prince 
Charming,  fairies  and  princesses,  se^s  satisfaction  in  terms  which  ex- 
press the  dominant  social  interest.  Our  girls  do  not  always  demand 
love  stories  per  se  at  this  time  but  they  want  to  read  of  groups  of  people 
in  their  various  relations.  Th^  take  pleasure  for  this  reason  in  stories 
of  boarding  school  life,  tales  of  family  fortunes,  of  clubs,  camps,  etc. 
It  is  a  logical  reaching  out  for  a  guide  in  the  new  relationships  which 
appear  from  day  to  day;  the  horizon  which  once  bounded  their  home 
and  school  has  broadened  and  the  new  outlook  shows  them  to  be  a  part 
of  something  vast,  strange  and  bewildering — the  ongoing  tide  of  human 
life  to  which  they  belong.  The  sense  of  responsibility,  often  vague  indeed, 
which  comes  with  this  vision,  finds  a  strong  appeal  in  stories  of  pathos 
or  of  unhappy  environment.  A  girl's  life  has  usually  been  filled  with 
petty  details,  dolls,  honsehold  tasks,  dancing  school  and  the  like,  and 
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her  taste  in  reading  follows  these  limited  lines  of  interest.  She  finds  it 
a  task  to  read  history  no  matter  how  delightfully  told;  science  has  few 
charms  when  presented  in  books,  even  birds  and  bees  and  growing  things 
are  not  worth  reading  about.  Occasionally  biography  interests  girls, 
but  there  are  few  biographies  written  in  a  manner  to  edify  the  imma- 
ture. The  story  should  help  here  following  logically  the  legendary  and 
heroic  tales  of  an  earlier  stage.  It  reqaires  great  skill  to  see  the  essential 
qnalities  of  a  man  or  woman  and  select  such  life  events  as  will  present  the 
pictnre  nnblnrred  and  life  size;  to  nse,  in  Carlyle's  phrase,  the  gift  of 
portraitnre.  To  bnild  np  and  tell  a  life  story  is  a  great  achievement. 
Nothing  helps  one  more  in  such  presentation  than  a  stndy  of  the  Bible 
heroes.  The  story  of  a  life  is  quite  different  in  its  construction  and  par- 
pose  from  a  biograi^y. 

I  find  that  girls,  and  boys  too,  may  learn  their  lessons,  show  special 
interest  in  certain  subjects  at  school,  evince  enei^  in  reference  work 
for  school  tasks,  debate,  or  English,  yet  fail  ntt^ly  to  connect  all  this 
with  pleasure  in  books.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  a  Polish  writer  calls 
reading  a  sixth  sense,  a  most  apt  characterization;  a  sixth  sense  gath- 
ering up  and  interpreting  what  reaches  the  mind  and  heart  through  the 
five  senses, 

A  young  working  man  came  to  me  in  distress  because  his  young  brother 
of  thirteen  years  had  no  love  for  reading  and  chooses  the  literature  of 
the  "nickel  library"  on  the  rare  occasions  when  he  does  read.  The  classic 
writers  in  the  Polish  and  RuRsian  tongue  he  himself  had  learned  to  love 
at  school  from  a  teacher  with  such  burning  enthusiasm  for  them  that 
his  pupils  caught  his  fire  and  carried  into  mature  life  an  appreciation 
and  love  for  the  highest  and  best  in  literature.  He  wanted  his  little 
brother  to  read  Cooper's  Decrslayer  but  after  careful  examination  pro- 
nounced its  language  "too  sumptuous  for  him — ^yet."  "The  boy,"  he 
said,  "has  had  nothing  at  school  to  prepare  him  for  it;  there  is  no 
seriousness  in  his  school  or  daily  life:  the  'shows'  he  attends  make  no 
earnest  appeal;  his  amusements  are  trifling."  He  describes  a  condition 
with  which  we  have  to  reckon.  Beading  with  enjoyment  means  effort, 
it  cannot  be  had  in  a  crowd,  it  does  not  call  one  into  the  brilliant 
kaleidoscopic  variety  of  a  city  street. 

When  I  took  chaise  of  our  children's  room  more  than  fifteen  years 
ago,  few  other  agencies  offered  diversion  to  children,  now  there  are  so 
many  kinds  that  we  have  to  carefully  foster  a  love  of  reading  or  it  will 
become  a  negligible  quantity  in  the  life  of  our  yonng  people.  Yet  the 
children  might  say  in  the  striking  phrase  of  the  yonng  man  already 
quoted,  "After  we  leave  school  reading  is  almost  the  only  means  we 
have  of  growing  spiritually  and  intellectually." 

The  ideal  state  of  affairs  is  the  cultivated  family  life  where  books  have 
their  established  place,  the  mental  atmosphere  is  stimulating  and  the 
intellectual  outlook  is  as  far  back  as  the  beginning  of  things  and  as 
wide  as  the  world  of  thought  and  letters:  where  the  children  are  given 
mental  food  convenient  for  them  and  words  of  wisdom  and  knowledge 
are  rightly  divided  to  each  child  severally.  Few  children  live  in  this 
blessed  state  and  it  becomes  the  office  of  the  library  to  supply  in  some 
degree  a  substitute  for  all  we  can  reach  in  the  habit  forming  years. 
While  it  is  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  furnish  reading  and  information 
upon  subjects  occupying  the  for^round  in  the  schools  and  to  aif^fy 
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any  demands  thus  awakened,  I  feel  that  onr  best  effort  ought  to  be  di- 
rected to  aronsing  fresh  and  indepeident  intepests;  the  school  subjects 
furnish  us  a  good  starting  point.  We  are  to  touch  that  underlying 
faculty  which  responds  to  noble  words  and  inspiring  thoughts  and  find 
worthy  exercise  for  it.  A  story  that  has  the  power  to  touch  children  by 
the  beautiful  and  ennobling  ideals  jH-esented;  in  the  glowing  visions  and 
wholesome  mental  pictures  awakened,  gives  them  an  impetus  toward 
the  best  books.  Dean  Hodges  calls  personality  the  vernacular  in  which 
ideals  speak  to  children — "what  we  wish  is  that  the  persons  of  whom 
our  children  think  moat  often  and  most  admiringly  shall  be  inspiring 
patterns  of  high  character."  The  books  children  read  are  thus  trans- 
lated into  their  lives.  This  makes  the  three  great  faults  of  bocAs  written 
for  them  appear  lamentable.  Most  conspicuous  is  lack  of  vigor,  of 
thought,  feeling  and  style,  next  confusion  in  regard  to  standards  of  ethi- 
cal aod  economic  ideals,  and  absence  of  clearness,  simplicity  and  dis- 
tinction in  writing.  Some  of  these  failings  appear  in  all  juvenile  Action. 
ev&x  the  best  is  not  free  from  them.  The  suitable  well  .prepared  story 
told  with  force  and  beauty  may  become  not  only  the  strongest  incentive 
to  good  reading  but  an  admirable  corrective  by  which  what  is  poor  shall 
yield  to  something  better.  It  is  only  the  well  chosen  well  told  story 
that  is  of  any  real  value — then  all  its  qualities  count:  subject,  interest, 
purpose  and  form. 

Books  we  are  told  are  broadly  speaking  of  two  kinds:  books  of  knowl- 
edge and  books  of  power.  Books  of  knowledge  deal  with  the  outside  of 
things  giving  facts  and  s:tating  laws  and  axioms:  they  are  of  passing 
value  and  must  be  multiplied  indefinitely.  Books  of  power,  however, 
administer  to  the  development  of  character,  appeal  to  the  spiritual  and 
intellectual  needs  of  mankind  and  are  of  constant  worth  increasing  in 
value  as  they  acquire  added  qualities  from  their  influence  upon  the  deep 
things  of  life.  Such  is  the  Bible  answering  to  the  profoundest  needs  of 
human  nature  from  age  to  age.  Such  are  also  the  classics  which  had 
their  beginning  in  the  finite  questioning  the  infinite,  the  search  for 
causes  t>eneath  the  beautiful  and  awe-inspiring  phenomena  of  nature 
and  life.  Such  are  Shakespeare's  works  in  which  the  unending  drama 
of  human  life  is  set  forth ;  great  novels  and  essays  and  poems  which 
speak  to  the  realities  of  mind  and  heart. 

We  want  children  to  rightly  value  books  of  knowledge,  it  is  with  these 
most  of  their  school  years  are  occupied;  we  want  them  to  reach  out  for 
more  and  more  knowledge  and  to  gain  in  this  way  more  ladders  upon 
whic^  to  mount  to  the  heights.  History  can  never  become  a  power  in 
the  life  and  judgment  of  any  one  until  he  has  seen  it  lived  by  breathing, 
rejoicing,  suffering  human  kind  along  the  highway  of  the  passing  yeais. 
Stories  of  significant  events  and  of  great  men,  which  giving  children  a 
'clue  that  they  may  follow  through  some  bewildering  maze  of  the  past, 
or  which  vivify  for  them  some  dry  bones  of  history,  light  for  th^  a 
pathway  to  the  best  reading. 

The  thirst  for  knowledge  leads  to  the  desire  to  do,  by  doing  judgment 
comes.  We  purpose  by  story  telling  to  give  children  the  wider  vision 
by  which  comes  an  eager  desire  to  understand  and  the  patient  discrim- 
inating reading  to  satisfy  it.  We  want  to  teach  them  through  the  li- 
brary to  mix  the  doing  of  their  daily  tasks  with  brains;  to  use  in  fac- 
tory, household  and  farm  the  wisdom  that  is  the  result  of  knowledge. 

D.3nz.i.,>L.OOglC 
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Hiss  AddamB  in  her  "Spirit  of  Youth  in  the  CSty  Streets"  has  an  in- 
teresting chapter  npon  this  subject.  I  heard  of  a  boy  whose  maddeoiug 
dailj  task  it  was  to  make  in  endless  repetition  one  little  knob  that  fitted 
into  a  piece  of  machinery.  One  day  in  a  desperation  born  of  the  weari- 
some monotony  he  made  it  upside  down;  ignorant,  in  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge, of  the  disastrous  results. 

"The  Educator,"  says  Ellen  Key,  "wants  the  child  to  be  finished  at 
once."  Librarians  hare  nothing  to  do  with  finishing,  oar  work  with 
children  is  to  patiently  bring  to  light  inherent  needs  and  draw  out  char- 
acteristic desires,  and  in  this  task  the  story  may  become  a  powerful 
factor,  as  well  as  in  leading  to  the  l>ooks  that  can  meet  them;  books  that 
answer  to  individnal  needs. 

Our  children's  departments  must  be  more  than  laboratories  for  ele- 
mentary schools  although  we  try  to  fill  that  office  well.  Our  most  im- 
portant concern  then  is  securing  to  our  children  an  acquaintance  with 
literature  and  a  love  of  it  is  set  forth  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Henry  Van 
Dyke  in  a  recent  article:  (N.  Y.  Times  Supplement,  Oct.  22,  1911)  "It 
is  wise  in  studying  literature  to  begin  at  the  beginning.  Now  the  real 
beginning  is  the  art  of  reading:  that  is,  the  ability  to  read  with  imag- 
ination, with  sympathy,  with  pleasure  •  •  •  what  children  need 
first,  is  to  learn  to  read  good  books  and  to  like  them  better  than  poor 
ones,  though  they  may  not  yet  be  able  to  tell  why."  The  printed  word, 
he  further  says,  is  a  symbol,  the  real  word  is  spoken  and  heard.  The 
story  and  reading  aloud  may  furnish  this  real  word  and  become  effective 
elements  in  securing  appreciation  of  iiteratnre.  If  in  our  choice  and 
telling  of  stories  we  show  (I  quote  again)  "the  elements  of  power  in 
books  •  •  •  tjie  secret  of  permanence  in  their  art  •  •  •  the 
ethical  and  social  influence  of  books"  we  will  surely  strengthen  "the 
faculties  of  perception  and  taste  and  judgment  through  the  experience 
of  intelligent  and  discriminating  pleasure"  and  secure  for  our  children 
through  our  story  telling  some  degree  of  culture  which  is  "tie  habit  of 
being  pleased  with  the  best  and  knowing  why," 

BOOKS  ABOUT   STORY  TELLING. 

How  to  Tell  stories  to  Children,  by  Sara  Cone  Bryant  (Bost.  Hough- 
ton fl.OO)  contains  a  very  good  chapter  on  the  selection  of  stories,  with 
some  examples  of  stories  suitable  for  different  school  grades.  She  also 
discusses  the  way  to  adapt  stories  to  the  story-teller's  purpose  and  gives 
an  extended  list  of  books  from  which  materials  may  be  drawn. 

Storytelling:  What  to  Tell  and  how  to  Tell  it,  by  Edna  Lyman 
(Chic,  McClurg  75  cents)  besides  discussing  the  whole  subject  has  an 
excellent  chapter  on  programs  of  stories  containing  suggestions  and 
giving  samples  of  a  Japanese  program  with  seven  stories  and  one  for 
spring  with  six  stories,  A  chapter  on  bit^aphical  stories  su^iests  sub- 
jects and  gives  a  list  of  books  where  they  may  be  found.  Appended  to 
the  volume  is  a  list  of  books  suggested  for  the  story-teller's  use. 

Stories  and  Story-telling  in  Moral  and  Religions  Education  by  Edward 
Porter  St.  John  (Bost.,  Pilgrim  Press,  60  cents)  has  chapters  entitled; 
The  Educational  Value  of  the  Story;  What  a  Story  Really  .is;  Some 
Vital  Characteristics  of  Good  Stories;  Learning  to  Tell  a  Story — The 
Story  Interests  of  Childhood,  of  Early  Adolescence,  of  Later  Adolescence; 
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The  Bources  of  the  Story's  Power;  'Wliere  to  Mnd  Stories— all  nmpl^ 
full,  practical.    The  lists  of  books  giren  are  annotated. 

Some  Great  Stories  and  How  to  Tel!  Them  by  Richard  T.  Wyche 
(N.  Y.,  NewBon  &  Oo.,  <1.00  net)  considers  story-telling  in  its  varioos 
uses  in  library,  Sunday  school,  playground,  kindergarten,  etc.,  Rirea 
some  examples  of  great  stories  and  dlacuBSeB  the  art  and  equi^Hnent  of 
the  story-teller.  The  most  valnable  contribction  of  the  boofc  is  in  what 
he  says  about  great  epic  stories.  The  bibliography  of  story  material  is 
exceedingly  practical  and  differs  in  many  respects  from  those  given 
abore. 

Besides  these  books  there  are  many  lists  of  stories.  A  bibliogrsi^y  of 
these  may  be  fonnd  in  Helps  in  Library  Woi^  with  Children,  which  may 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  by  application  to  the  State  Board  of  Ednca- 
tion.  The  Capitol,  Hartford,  Conn. 

A  list  of  good  stories  to  tell  the  children  under  twelve  years  of  age 
is  pablisbed  by  Cam^e  Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  fire  cents. 

In  preparing  biographical  and  historical  stories  a  careful  reading 
of  A  Stndy  of  Qreatness  in  Men,  by  J.  N.  Lamed,  will  be  fonnd  of 
advantage; 
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A  certain  Baptist  preacher  in  the  days  when  loyalty  meant  adhemioe 
to  the  particnlar  tenets  of  one's  own  denomination  once  gave  out  his  text 
and  the  divisions  of  his  sermon  thus,  "I  have  chosen  for  my  text  this 
morning  the  words  found  In  the  third  chapter  of  Genesis,  ninth  verse, 
'Adam,  where  art  thon?'  I  will  divide  my  discoaise  into  four  heads: 
li^rstly,  where  Adam  was ;  secondly,  where  Adam  was  not ;  thirdly,  where 
Adam  ought  to  have  been,  and  fourthly,  baptism  by  immersion."  But 
in  these  days  one  may  not  with  impunity  foist  his  sectarian  or  individual 
beliefs  onto  his  hearers  without  lowing  a  somewhat  closer  connection 
with  the  main  subject.  Every  derice,  every  method,  every  theory  most 
make  its  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question,  "How  far  can  that  project 
the  soul  on  its  lone  way?"  So  one  may  not  even  consider  so  obvious  a 
subject  as  the  place  of  library  wort  in  the  schools  except  in  the  light  of 
the  purpose  of  the  schools,  or,  what  amounts  to  much  the  same  thing, 
the  business  of  the  teacher.  Time  has  been  when  that  was  considered 
to  be  the  hearing  of  lessons.  The  pupil  making  a  glib  recital  of  words 
which  were  verified  by  the  open  page  before  the  teacher,  satisfied  the 
inspector  that  the  teacher  was  "keeping  a  good  school."  It  was  a  dis- 
tinct advance  in  pedagogy  when  tbe  pupil  told  the  facts  contained  in 
the  lesson,  and  tbe  teacher  with  closed  book  and  some  professional  pride 
was  able  to  say  whether  or  not  he  had  recited  correctly.  Bnt  that  con- 
ception too  has  long  been  outgrown.  Neither  is  it  any  longer  held  that 
a  teacher  fulfils  bis  mission  if  he  acts  as  an  instructor,  that  is,  in  the 
sense  of  imparting  knowledge;  though  to  refrain  from  that  is  often  a 
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diflBcult  thing.  I  remember  once  doing  aome  tntoriog  with  a  boy  who 
was  slow  iu  arithmetic.  He  was  Btm^lmg  with  an  example  in  multipli- 
-cation  and  was  caught  on  seren  times  eight.  I  was  anxiotisly  watching 
him  work  out  his  own  salvation  and  he  had  almost  arrived  when  an 
elderly  relative  of  the  boy  who  was  in  the  room,  evidently  oat  of  patience 
with  a  tutor  who  helped  so  little,  told  the  boy  that  seven  times  eight  is 
fifty-six.  So  that  effort  was  abortive  and  the  slow  process  had  to  begin 
over. 

We  will  probably  agree  that,  in  its  academic  aspect,  oar  business  is 
to  teach  children  to  think — leading  them  to  observe,  experiment  and  draw 
conclusions ;  helping  them  to  gather  material  and  oi^nize  it  discrim- 
inatingly ;  to  appreciate  values  and  to  see  from  various  points  of  view. 

It  seems  on  the  face  of  it  contradictory  to  b^in  a  talk  on  the  use 
of  tbe  library  by  saying  that  books  should  be  the  last  resort,  yet  I  hold 
with  Jack  Senhouse  that  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  if  a  child  never  saw 
a  book  before  he  is  fifteoi.  But  that  would  be  under  ideal  conditions 
of  study  and  not  those  that  hamper  us.  If  every  teacher  could  be  a 
master,  as  the  few  iu  all  ages  have  been,  and  there  conld  be  enoagh  of 
them  to  go  around  so  that  each  child  might  have  a  fourth  of  his  atten- 
tion instead  of  a  fortieth  of  it,  then  to  walk  and  talk  with  him  might 
be  the  sum  of  a  child's  needs  in  education.  With  all  out  of  doors  for  a 
laboratory,  to  lead  his  pupils  to  see  things,  to  compere,  to  experiment 
withoQt  too  much  waste,  to  draw  conclusions,  to.  find  their  own  problems, 
and  set  them  on  their  way  to  solving  them — this  would  be  the  master 
teacher's  happy  work.  The  child  would  think  his  own  thoughts  and 
not  rethink  those  out  of  books — to  be  sure  they  might  not  be  new 
thoughts  bat  they  would  be  his  own,  however  often  they  had  been  thought 
before.  The  world's  great  epics  he  would  get  "by  heart"  in  the  real  sense 
of  that  expression,  for  he  would  hear  them  told,  as  earlier  peoples  did, 
by  a  master  story-teller.  With  what  appreciation  a  child  thus  taught 
would  at  last  go  to  the  books  so  long  withheld,  bringing  to  them  ideas 
and  experiences  of  his  own  by  which  to  interpret  those  which  he  found 
between  the  covers. 

But  this  is  visionary  if  not  prophetic  and  we  have  to  come  from  dream- 
ing of  ideal  conditions  to  those  which  exist  at  present  and  to  consider 
how  we  can  best  make  shift  with  the  means  at  band. 

Concretely  then  our  questitm  is:  How  can  the  library  help  in  the 
work  of  the  grades?  That  is,  how  can  it  help  the  teacher  in  his  business 
of  training  the  pnpil  to  think?  And  here  we  come  to  the  point  that 
while  a  ungle  book,  especially  a  text  book,  which  is  necessarily  bad, 
may  be  stultifying  to  thouf^t,  a  large  number  of  books  has  quite  a  con- 
taiy  effect.  The  child,  yes,  even  the  grown  person,  who  uses  a  single 
book,  has  toward  it  the  attitude  of  the  little  girl  toward  her  mother 
when  she  said  to  a  playmate,  "My  mama  says  it's  so,  and  if  she  says 
it's  BO,  it's  BO  whether  it's  so  or  not."  That  is,  a  book  being  a  printed 
thing  and  coming  from  he  knows  not  where,  is  an  absolute  authority 
which  it  does  not  occur  to  him  to  question  and  he  swallows  statements 
of  fact  and  opinion  whole.  These  bwome  his  beliefs,  not  from  any  think- 
ing process,  but  in  the  old  blind  way  of  faith.  A  child's  credulity  is  so 
great  that  an  unprincipled  person  might-  well  be  tempted  to  practice 
upon  it.  He  believes  what  the  books  say  simply  because  they  say  it  and 
not  because  he  knows  the  statements  are  made  on  good  authority.    Ques- 
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tion  a  child  who  comes  to  yon  from  a  school  where  a  single  text  is  used, 
in  history  for  example.  He  will  tell  yoa  the  color  of  the  ImhA  perhape, 
and  certainly  how  -many  pages  he  has  "been  over,"  but  rarely  indeed 
the  name  of  the  author.  "It  says  so  in  the  'jography,'  be  will  maintain, 
quite  as  be  might,  "It  says  so  in  tbe  Bible."  §o  bigotry  is  perpetuated. 
For  cbildren  are  naturally  intolerant,  jnst  as  they  are  natnrally  cred- 
nlooB,  and  the  second  comer  stands  little  chance  with  his  ideas,  which 
are  generally  spomed  without  consideration. 

With  the  nse  of  many  books  these  difficulties  are  obviated.  When 
a  child  finds  that  the  "doctors  disagree"  he  is  at  first  nonplussed  and 
helpless  bnt  with  the  proper  guidance  he  is  soon  set  on  a  search  for 
tmtb.  Apparently  conflicting  statements  can  often  be  harmonized,  if 
hunted  down  to  their  sources,  or  discarded  as  unimportant  details.  The 
other  day  a  teacher  told  me  that  ber  class  became  quite  excited  because 
the  text  that  one  child  was  using  spoke  of  a  certain  navigator  as  a 
Genoese;  while  that  of  another  called  him  a  Venetian.  This  led  to  some 
research  and  the  discovery  that  he  had  lived  in  both  cities,  and  also  to 
the  conclusion  that,  the  author's  point  in  each  case  being  that  be  was 
an  Italian  though  in  the  service  of  another  country,  the  particular  city 
of  which  be  was  a  native  was  a  matter  of  no  moment,  except  to  pre- 
cisions. So  a  very  noimportant  detail  may  be  made  the  point  of  de- 
parture which  shall  start  the  children  into  tbe  search  for  authorities. 
Tbe  idea  is  often  new  to  them  that  the  author  of  their  particular  text 
is  a  common  living  man,  often  a  teacher  in  some  university,  and  that 
he  writes,  not  by  inspiration  as  one  having  authority,  but  by  consulting 
the  sonrces  where  available  and  more  often  by  consulting  those  who  have 
consulted  the  sources;  that  possibly  he  may  be  mistaken  in  his  conclu- 
sions and  that  the  student,  even  though  a  child,  is  at  liberty  to  differ — 
that  is  if  be  has  himself  been  to  the  sources.  Perhaps  this  brings  an 
author  down  from  his  pedestal  for  the  children.  I  remember  the  wide- 
eyed  wonder  and  awestruck  tone  of  a  little  child  who  had  pointed  out 
to  her  a  lady  who  sometimes  wrote  stories  for  the  Youth's  Companion. 
It  is  a  far  cry  from  that  to  the  nonchalance  with  which  a  not  over-bright 
girl  in  my  room  a  few  years  ago,  regarded  the  author  of  Pioneers  of  tbe 
UiBSissippi  Valley.  We  bod  used  the  book  quite  largely  in  studying  the 
explorations  of  LaSalle  and  supplemented  it  with  a  library  copy  of  Park- 
man  who  was  evidently  used  as  authority  in  preparing  this  volume.  A 
map  in  the  little  book  failed  in  some  particular  to  harmonize  with  Park- 
man's  text,  and  the  children  suggested  that  we  follow  our  usual  plan 
of  writing  to  the  author  about  our  difficulty.  It  chanced,  however,  that 
Dr.  McMurry  was  to  be  in  our  city  shortly  to  deliver  some  lectures 
and  I  told  the  children  that  I  would  a^  him  personally,  if  possible,  about 
tbe  seeming  discrepancy,  thinking  that  would  make  an  author  more  real 
to  them  than  even  the  letters  we  bad  received  from  those  to  whom  we 
had  had  occasion  to  write.  By  good  fortune,  Mr.  McHurry  visited  as 
while  be  was  in  the  city  and  thecbildren  then  had  tbe  opportunity  of 
themselves  stating  their  difficulty  to  him.  The  next  day  many  of  the 
cbildren  mentioned  this  circumstance  in  their  weekly  journals  that  each 
child  wrote,  and  tbe  pupil  in  question  said  in  hers,  "Dr.  McMurry  was 
up  to  our  school  yesterday  to  see  what  fault  it  was  we  found  with  his 
book."    But  ordinarily  this  familiarity  with  books  as  the  .written  ideas 
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of  real  i)eople  gives  th'e  cbild  an  intelligent  respect  for  writers  while  it 
destroys  their  blind  subservience  to  them. 

With  the  knowledge  of  how  books  are  written  comes  an  understand- 
ing of  values.  A  class  is  at  first  enrprised,  in  reading  several  anthora 
on  one  subject,  to  find  in  two  different  books  a  paragraph  or  a  page 
worded  almost  exactly  the  same.  But  when  he  has  answered  the  ques- 
tions: Which  book  was  written  first?  Then  if  the  other  relied  on  the 
first  for  his  text,  which  is  likely  to  be  nearer  the  sources,  be  is  ready  to 
intelligently  eliminate  one  of  them.  Unfortunately  source  material  ia 
still  rather  scarce  in  our  libraries  although  it  is  becoming  more  common. 
Even  here  there  are  discrepancies.  So  the  pupil  must  learn  that  the 
original  manuscripts  are  often  all  but  obliterated -or  exist  only  as  copies 
with  two  copies  varying.  As  he  advances  he  learns  to  estimate  the  rela- 
tive value  of  say,  a  letter  written  long  after  the  event  and  a  journal  kept 
at  the  time.  "In  a  book  I  have  at  home,"  he  will  sometimes  say  at  first, 
"it  says  thus  and  so  about  the  habits  of  the  squirrel."  But,  who  wrote 
the  book?  and  what  is  the  author's  standing  among  naturalists?  etc., 
will  bring  him  to  a  more  careful  consideration  of  a  contrary  statement 
in  another  book.  If  it  leads  to  a  patient  observance  on  his  own  part 
of  the  habits  of  the  squirrel  to  see  which  is  correct,  it  will  have  done  its 
perfect  work  and  his  tolerance  will  be  still  further  increased  by  the  difil- 
culty  of  arriving  at  any  sure  conclusion. 

The  pupil's  altitude  towards  the  teacher  is  often  changed  in  this  way. 
Instead  of  asking  the  teacher  to  settle  a  point  be  will  ask  for  the  teach- 
er's opinion  and  value  it — as  an  opinion,  but  also  feel  free  to  differ.  In 
a  new  class  this  fall  I  overheard  a  little  girl  sitting  down  in  front  whisper 
to  the  one  next  to  her  that  she  didn't  agree  with  what  I  said.  "Why 
don't  you  say  so  aloud,  Minnie?"  I  asked,  and  she  falteringly  replied 
that  she  didn't  dare.  That  feeling  is  soon  changed  with  the  use  of  many 
books  and  a  cbild  will  feel  free  to  say.  "I  don't  see  how  it  can  be  as  you 
think,"  a  sign  of  thinking  on  his  part  and  an  excellent  opening  for  dis- 
cussion. 

The  children's  attitude  toward  each  other  changes  from  brutal  intol- 
erance to  respectful  interest  in  each  others  opinion  and  his  reasons 
for  it.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Nellie  says  thus  and  so.  Kenneth 
replies,  "Tain't  either,"  and  Nellie's  only  argument  is  "'tis  too."  But 
before  the  end,  trained  in  this  way,  Kenneth  expresses  an  opinion  and 
Nellie  rises  and  says,  while  Kenneth  listens  with  interest,  "I  don't  agree 
with  you,"  and  tells  why.  Next  day  Nellie  begins  the  recitation  with 
"I  have  been  thinking  over  what  Kenneth  said  yesterday  and  I  believe 
he  is  right  after  all." 

Then  the  child's  own  opinion  becomes  also  of  value  to  him.  Every 
teacher  is  familiar  with  the  pupil  who  comes  up  to  him  with  a  problem 
in  arithmetic  which  he  has  worked  out  and  says,  "Is  it  right?"  You 
a^  him  to  explain  his  process  step  by  step,  halting  him  here  and  there 
for  a  reason  or  a  rule.  When  he  finishes,  instead  of  being  satisfied,  he 
says  "Then  is  it  right?"  Your  word  for  it,  and  not  his  belief  in  the  rea- 
soning being  his  necessity.  But  as  he  becomes  accustomed  to  holding 
a  writer  responsible  for  his  statements,  he  begins  to  have  some  confidence 
in  his  own  ability  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which  be  is  ready  to  give 
reasons  for. 

Mr.  Ranck  has  asked  me  to  tell  some  of  the  ways  in  which  we  Jiaye 
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used  the  librarj.  We  are  constantly  being  surprised  that  children  know 
80  tittle,  that  IB,  man;  things  which  are  so  familiar  to  ns  that  they  are 
merely  matters  of  fact,  and  therefore  which  we  take  it  for  granted  every 
one  knows,  have  never  been  bronght  to  the  child's  attention.  The  nnit 
of  the  library  is  the  book  and  the  commonest  things  abont  it  childreo 
are  often  unfamiliar  with.  Why  should  they  be  handicapped  by  not 
having  the  use  of  this  tool  thoroughly  taa^t  to  them?  When  they  come 
in  with  new  books  one  lesson  may  well  be  devoted  to  the  proper  way  of 
opening  a  new  book — tnming  down  a  few  leaves  at  a  time  at  front  and 
back  alternately.  While  they  are  all  doing  this  and  learning  the  where- 
fore— to  keep  the  back  from  breaking — some  in  the  class  are  getting  {heir 
first  lesson  on  treating  books  with  respect  and  perhaps  are  a  little  less 
likely  to  fill  in  the  o's  solidly  and  disfigure  the  pages  in  other  familiar 
ways.  We  took  the  time  one  year,  and  I  rather  think  it  paid,  for  in- 
specting all  the  text  books  of  the  class,  once  a  month,  to  see  how  neat 
they  were  kept.  Many  a  book  which  was  seeing  service  with  the  third 
or  fourth  member  of  the  family  had  such  a  cleaning  up  and  pasting  in 
of  pages  as  it  had  never  hoped  to  see,  and  I  think  no  other  class  that 
I  have  known  has  ever  handled  the  furnished  readers  as  carefully  as 
that  one  did.  One  finds  that  the  average  child  does  not  know  how  to 
find  what  a  book  contains  on  a  given  snbjeet  even  when  a  book  is  pnt 
into  his  hands.  He  will  more  likely  turn  to  the  table  of  contents  than 
the  index,  if  he  does  not  helplessly  flounder  in  the  text,  A  little  practice 
with  the  text  books  will  make  him  familiar  with  this  key.  "Find  all 
the  references  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation."  "Is  there  any  other 
page  on  which  there  are  examples  in  percentage?"  Does  this  grammar 
mention  object  complements  elsewhere  also?"  This,  of  course,  being 
incidoital  to  the  lesson  which  is  thereby  helped.  The  comprehensiveness 
of  the  table  of  contents  will  l>e  brought  home  to  the  class,  if  in  beginning 
the  work  in  a  text  book  a  lesson  is  spent  in  discussing  the  table  and  con- 
sidering which  of  the  subjects  treated  are  to  be  studied  during  the  term. 
The  personality  of  the  author  can  be  emphasized  by  not  always  speaking 
of  "the  geography,"  but  by  such  expressions  as  "Get  out  your  Prye 
and  turn  to  page  so  and  so,"  or  "Dodge  says,  etc."  They  will  learn  the 
function  of  the  publisher  in  some  of  the  language  lessons  on  letter 
writing  when  the  problem  is  to  order  copies  of  one  of  their  text  books. 
So  far  the  work  can  be  done  entirely  with  their  own  single  text.  The 
preface  of  a  text  book  is  generally  addressed  to  the  teacher  and  so  is 
not  fit  reading  for  the  children.  That  as  well  as  tbe  ofDce  of  translator, 
editor  and  illustrator  will  probably  need  to  be  left  until  more  books  are 
accessible. 

We  were  especially  fortunate  in  having  located  in  our  school  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  public  library  with  a  regular  librarian  in  charge 
afternoon  and  evening.  During  the  forenoon  the  library  is  not  open  to 
the  public.  We  felt  that  this  was  an  opportunity  to  familiarize  the  chil- 
dren with  using  books  of  reference.  We  began  by  going  there  once  a 
week  to  study  the  current  events  lesson.  For  this  study  tbe  class  was 
divided  into  groups  of  six  or  more,  each  with  its  leader.  Each  group 
was  assigned  its  topics  from  the  current  events  paper  we  were  using  and 
was  to  be  prepared  to  give  to  the  class  in  recitation  time  any  information 
called  for  by  them  in  connection  with  the  topics  assigned.  To  my  war- 
prise  I  found,  after  a  few  trials,  almost  the  only  books  used  .wu»  the 
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dictionaries  and  cyclopaedias.  There  were  r^erence  books  of  all  kinds, 
atlases,  ancient  and  modem,  biograpliies,  bistories,  Bometbing  on  every 
science  and  indoBtry,  nature  books,  and,  of  coarse,  a  liberal  amount  of 
literatnre.  Bnt  the  children  seemed  not  to  know  how  to  use  them.  So 
I  prepared  a  list  of  books,  any  of  which  might  be  usefal  as  a  reference, 
and  gave  to  each  child  a  card  containing  the  title  and  anthor  of  one  of 
the  books.  He  was  to  find  his  book,  look  carefully  over  the  table  of  con- 
tents, read  up  some  one  topic  in  it,  and  report  to  the  class  the  nature 
of  the  book,  the  subjects  it  dealt  with,  and  what  it  had  to  say  about  one 
of  the  snbjects  to  show  the  method  of  treatment.  When  he  was  ready 
to  report  he  was  to  hand  in  bis  card.  We  spent  one  period  together  in 
the  library  after  the  cards  were  given  ont,  to  get  the  work  started.  After 
that  each  was  to  find  his  own  time  to  complete  the  work.  As  soon  as  the 
cards  began  to  come  in  reports  were  given  to  the  class.  After  a  few 
bad  been  given  they  were  kept  fresh  in  mind  by  asking  from  time  to 
time  such  qnestions  as,  "If  yon  wished  to  look  up  the  smelting  of  iron 
what  book  would  you  consult?"  "Where  would  we  be  likely  to  And  the 
average  wages  paid  to  railroad  workers?"  "Go  to  the  library  and  look 
up  the  formation  of  sand  dunes.  What  book  will  you  use?"  "Tbe  class 
is  in  doubt  as  to  which  of  these  sprays  of  evergreen  is  spruce  and  which 
flr.  Will  you  find  out  for  them  and  tell  us  what  book  you  intend  to  con- 
Hult?"  "Some  one  says  there  is  an  ordinance  against  snow  balling  on 
our  streets.  Where  will  you  find  out  if  this  is  true?"  etc..  etc.  In  this 
way  they  become  more  independent  of  help,  more  able  to  find  for  them- 
selves the  information  sought. 

It  is  an  interesting  experiment  to  have  the  class  compile  a  list  of  the 
books  and  selections  tbey  have  enjoyed  reading,  in  school  or  elsewhere; 
then  to  have  them  give  their  opinion  as  to  which  of  these  might  properly 
come  under  tbe  bead  of  literature  and  which  are  mere  books,  stories 
generally,  enjoyable  to  read  but  not  classics.  One  class  after  doing  this 
tried  to  formulate  a  definition  of  literature.  They  felt  what  it  meant 
but  could  not  well  express  it.  So  they  were  interested  when  one  of  them 
thought  to  look  up  a  definition  in  the  dictionary  and  read  it  to  them,  and 
then  they  insisted  on  going  over  the  list  again  with  the  definition  in 
mind.  They  had  classified  the  list  with  a  single  exception  as  you  and  I 
would  have  done. 

The  card  catalogue  seems  a  mystery  to  children  and  most  will  appeal 
to  the  librarian  rather  than  consult  it.  Familiarity  with  this  would 
give  them  somewhat  more  independence.  To  really  understand  a  thing 
one  should  make  a  similar  thing.  Tartly  with  this  in  view,  partly  to 
start  a  topical  index  in  history  which  would  be  helpful  to  following 
classes  and  added  to  by  them,  and  partly  to  carry  on  systematically  in 
class  the  work  of  reading  various  authors,  comparing,  sifting,  weighing, 
discriminating  and  systematizing  their  varying  expressions  on  one  sub- 
ject, we  made  a  card  catalogue  on  the  subject  of  slaverj,  quite  promi- 
nent in  our  eighth  grade  work.  In  this  way  we  made  a  more  thorough 
study  of  slavery  than  any  class  I  have  before  been  connected  with  have 
done,  and  it  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  making  of  the  index.  All  books 
whicb  might  possibly  contain  anything  on  the  subject  were  first  examined 
by  the  class  through  the  table  of  contents  and  the  index  for  any  refer- 
ences. These  were  read  and  listed  on  separate  slips  of  paper  with  book, 
anthor,  page  and  phase  of  the  subject  from  an  outline  which  they  were 
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obliged  to  adopt  on  faith.  We  were  then  read;  for  the  study.  The  first 
topic  was  given  ont  and  the  slips  having  references  to  that  topic  dis- 
tributed, the  books  for  this  part  of  the  work  being  brought  to  the  class 
romn  or  tbe  class  going  to  the  library  as  might  be  convenient.  Each  aae 
having  a  slip  read  his  reference  aloud  while  the  class  made  notes.  If, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  class,  the  reference  was  a  good  one  it  was  saved, 
otherwise  discarded.  After  all  were  read  each  pnpil  put  his  notes  in 
shape  in  outline  form,  and  by  that  time  he  knew  much  more  of  the  topic 
than  he  could  have  gained  by  any  amount  of  study  alone,  for  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  discussion,  re-reading,  comparing  this  statement  with 
that  as  the  work  progressed.  The  outlines  were  far  better  than  those 
made  from  reading  a  single  text  conld  be.  Every  author  said  some  of 
the  same  things  and  after  a  point  had  been  read  several  times  from  as 
many  books,  the  pnpil  came  to  see  that  it  was  an  important  one,  while 
some  detail,  mentioned  by  one  or  two,  slipped  into  its  proper  subordinate 
place  or  was  omitted  from  the  outline.  When  a  topic  was  finished  in 
this  way  the  references  were  copied  onto  a  card  by  some  member  of  the 
class  and  the  next  topic  taken  up.  This  set  of  cards  was  then  ready  for 
the  next  class  with  the  idea  that  each  succeeding  class  might  add  a  new 
subject  to  those  indexed,  though  of  course,  the  value  of  the  index  was 
lai^ely  in  the  making  for  in  doing  that  they  got  their  extensive  reading 
of  the  subject.  Incidentally  they  learned  not  to  be  afraid  of  a  card 
index. 

One  portion  of  our  library,  known  as  the  school  reference  library, 
contains  besides  such  books  of  reference  as  children  could  well  nse,  all' 
the  classics  that  are  within  their  range,  fables,  folk  stories,  hero  tales 
and  the  like  in  various  editions.  A  catalogue  of  this  reference  library 
was  published  in  one  of  the  monthly  bulletins  of  the  public  library  and 
copies  distributed  to  all  the  children.  One  class  spent  some  time  Id 
classifying  the  titles  from  this  catalogue  in  accordance  with  the  list  of 
subjects  compiled  by  themselves.  They  thought  of  history,  biogra;4iy, 
science,  industries,  fairy  tales,  bero  tales,  and  I  believe  one  or  two  others. 
Of  coume,  they  were  obliged  to  put  a  large  number  in  the  miscellaneous 
column.  Having  done  this  they  were  ripe  for  the  Dewey  decimal  system 
of  numberiug  books  to  which  they  were  introduced  not  to  make  librarians 
of  them,  but  to  acquaint  them  with  a  fine  system  of  classification — a 
faculty  rather  weak  in  childreu-.  After  their  own  experiments  it  was 
not. so  much  a  revel.ation  to  them  that  all  human  thought  might  be  classi- 
fied nnder  ten  heeds.  They  learned  what  the  first  figure  in  a  library 
book  numbered  according  to  this  system  means,  and  occasionally  ttie 
second.  No  doubt  most  of  the  class  have  by  now  forgotten  what  the 
various  figures  stand  for,  but  they  will  always  have  an  intelligent  idea 
of  tbe  system  of  numbering,  knowing  that  the  numbers  mean  something 
and  are  not  arbitrary  symbols.  After  this  little  study  they  wanted  to 
number  the  few  reference  books  in  our  room,  and  then  their  own  text 
books.  Some  carefully  studied  out  the  subject  until  they  were  able  to 
number  the  books  they  owned  at  home,  thus  giving  them  the  dignity 
of  a  library  in  their  owner's  eyes*.  DiflBculties  in  classifying  called  for 
help  from  the  branch  librarian,  known  to  the  younger  children  as  the 
"library  teacher,"  not  a  bad  term  in  such  a  case.  Of  course,  a  school 
building  that  has  in  it  a  branch  of  the  public  library  is  especially  for- 
tnnate,  but  the  aims  of  the  two  institutions  are  so  related  that  it  should 
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not  be  diflBciilt  anywhere  to  establish  co-operation.  The  "library  teacher" 
gave  the  children  talks  on  the  making  of  a  book.  They  had  a  press  and 
had  done  some  printing,  though  they  had  not  learned  the  process  of  bind- 
ing, and  were  interested  in  every  detail.  Once  the  librarian  was  per- 
mitted to  briDg  out  and  show  to  them  a  number  of  rare  editions  and 
choice  bindings.  They  were  extremely  interested  and  handled  them  as 
carefully  as  their  owner  would.  A  beautifully  illuminated  Book  of 
Hours  es}»ecially  delighted  them  for  they  remembered  how  ojie  of  oar 
local  raconteurs  had  told  them  the  tale  of  "Gabriel  and  the  Hour  Book" 
and  they  also  associated  it  with  the  tine  in  the  Idyls  of  the  King  which 
tbey  had  been  reading,  "Soch  a  palm  as  glitters  gilded  in  thy  book  of 
hours,"  They  were  reading  Shakespeare's  Jnlius  Caesar  at  the  time> 
and  they  remembered  from  their  Evangeline  how  Miles  Standish  admired 
the  works  of  the  Romans,  so  a  fine  copy  of  the  Oallic  War,  even  though 
they  could  not  decipher  the  Latin,  held  their  close  attention.  There  in 
no  danger  of  their  becoming  bibliophiles,  but  they  bad  a  glimpse  of 
one  more  fine  and  beantiful  art  and  will  be  intelligent  appreciators  of 
rare  books. 

In  none  of  this  work  has  another  study  been  foisted  upon  the  crowded 
program.  In  everj'  case  its  reaction  upon  classroom  work  has  been  a 
decidedly  helpful  one.  A  pupil  who  learns  to  hold  an  author  to  account 
realizes  that  his  own  statements  are  to  he  challenged  and  takes  prtdo 
in  being  able  to  back  them  up,  preferrin^to  spend  time  and  effort  in  being 
able  to  do  so,  to  standing  for  slipshod  work.  When  he  reads,  in  his 
history  work,  the  journals  of  such  men  as  Bradford  and  Winthrnp  lie 
has  an  incentive  to  make  his  own  interesting  and  true  and  worthy  of  his 
signature.  No  child  can  make  the  plea  for  idleness,  "I  have  my  Ics.'^iiii." 
for  there  will  always  be  more  to  look  np  for  one  who  has  learned  that 
men  have  spent  their  lives  in  research  on  one  subject,  besides  there  is  al- 
ways some  disputed  point  which  he  wishes  to  hunt  down.  The  teacher's 
time  is  conserved  by  the  independence  which  the  pupils  attain.  Without 
much  assistance  I  knew  a  class  to  plan  and  prepare  a  creditable  reading 
from  the  Idyls  of  the  King  illustrated  with  stage  pictures  formed  by  tliem- 
selves  which  were  artistic  and  true  to  the  time.  They  haunted  the 
library;  knew  every  book  on  King  Arthur  and  his  knights  that  was 
published;  had  their  favorite  illustrators;  searched  for  days  for  author- 
ity as  to  whether  Guinivere's  hair  was  black  or  golden;  made  some 
scenery;  built  a  throne;  cut  and  fitted  costumes  for  knights  and  ladies, 
always  with  open  books  before  them ;  selected  their  readers  with  excellent 
judgment;  with  only  the  teacher's  encouragement  and  occasional  sug- 
gestion, and  the  librarian's  enthusiastic  help.  In  doing  the  work  to 
which  I  refer  in  history  the  class  was  able  to  conduct  its  own  recitation, 
not  quite  so  successfully  as  when  the  teacher  was  by  to  give  it  direction, 
but  nevertheless  with  fair  results.  That  meant  that  as  a  class,  and  no 
doubt  individually,  they  were  able  to  study  out  for  themselves  any  sub- 
ject that  they  wished. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  children  who  have  had  training  in  the  use 
of  a  library  will  find  themselves  at  home  in  one  after  they  have  left 
school  and  wherever  they  may  be.  They  will  not  go  ignorant  about  a 
subject  because  they  do  not  know  how  to  come  at  information  on  it. 
Some  one  has  said  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  knowledge — knowing  about 
a  thing  and  knowing  where  to  find  out  about  it — and  surely  the  latter 
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is  far  more  valuable  than  the  former.  If  the  few  facts  a  child  can  learn 
in  the  years  he  spends  with  as  were  to  be  the  sum  total  of  his  food  for 
thought  in  latPr  years,  he  would  stance  indeed,  but  if  we  can  send  him 
out  equipjwd  with  the  ability  to  find  without  difficulty  the  information 
he  may  wish  we  may  feel  at  ease  about  him  in  that  respect.  We  are 
often  reminded  that  we  are  doing  the  greatest  thing  for  a  child  if  we 
give  him  a  thirst  for  knowledge.  If  knowledge  were  in  open  wells  that 
might  be  sufflciont.  but  since  most  of  it  is  bottled  up  in  books  we  ought 
to  furnish  him  not  only  with  the  thirst  but  with  the  corkscrew  to  open 
the  bottle.  Of  course,  if  the  thirst  is  strong  enough  he  will  somehow 
get  at  the  means  of  satisfying  it.  but  to  many  the  desire  to  know  is  not 
so  great  as  the  difficulty  of  finding  out.  To 'use  Henry  Turner  Bailey's 
symbolism  of  literature  as  the  City  of  Refuge,  we  have  given  the  key  to 
that  city  into  the  hands  of  the  child  by  teaching  him  the  process  of  read- 
ing—probably the  most  wonderful  thing  that  the  schools  accomplish- 
but  even  so  the  child  may  wander  long  outside  the  walls,  unless  we  make 
broad  and  easy  the  pathways  that  lead  to  the  gates. 
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Not  long  ago,  as  an  experiment  in  the  power  of  sn^iestion,  the  li- 
brarian of  a  certain  high  school  posted  on  a  bulletin  board  at  the 
entrance  of  the  library  two  pictures  which  have  interpreted  to  the  stu- 
dents what  the  school  is  trying  to  do  for  them  in  these  years  of  prepara- 
tion before  they  go  out  to  take  their  place  in  the  world's  work.  One 
is  a  photograph  of  the  beautiful  Wellesley  College  memorial  to  Alice 
Freeman  Palmer,  in  which  the  sculptor,  Daniel  Chester  French,  has  so 
perfectly  represented  the  work  of  the  collate  and  the  other  a  reproduc- 
tion in  color  of  that  equally  su^:eBtive  work  of  an  American  artist,  the 
mural  painting  by  Edwin  H.  Blashfield  in  the  Great  Hal)  of  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York.  The  beauty  and  the  symbolism  of  these  pic- 
tures make  their  own  appeal  to  the  students.  The  central  thought  in 
each  is  the  same,  Alma  Mater  is  represented  as  leading  the  student  out 
into  life  after  placing  in  his  hand  the  light  kindled  by  the  college.  Stu- 
dents and  librarian  have  enjoyed  this  bulletin  board  tc^ther  and  it  is 
a  question  who  has  profited  most  from  it.  Certainly  the  pictures  have 
suggested  to  the  librarian  the  wonderful  opportunity  which  is  hers  and 
they  have  done  their  work  for  the  pupils  in  awakening  in  the  minds  of 
many,  even  the  seemingly  gay  and  frivolous,  those  tbougbts  of  youth 
which  are  such  "long,  long  thoughts."  "What  does  the  lamp  in  the  hand 
of  the  young  girl  mean  ?"  ''^XTiat  is  the  torch  the  boy  holds  out  before 
him?"  These  are  the  questions  which  are  being  asked  as  librarian  and 
pupils  discuss  the  pictures  together  and  the  talks  reveal  in  the  students 
ambitions  for  the  future,  and  ideals  quite  undreamed  of  by  those  who 
thought  they  knew  the  pupils  well. 


STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION.  46 

What  are  we  trying  to  do  for  our  pupils  in  the  high  school  and  how 
may  the  school  library  help?  As  the  librarian  makes  herself  familiar 
with  the  educational  literature  of  the  day  she  finds  laid  before  her  a 
splendid  program  of  possibilities.  Dr.  Hanus  fells  us  that  the  school 
should  "open  the  mind  of  the  student  and  let  the  world  in.  It  should 
stimulate  and  gratify  curiosity  in  every  field  of  worthy  human  activity 
and  utilize  this  curiosity  for  the  development  of  permanent  interests. 
It  should  give  the  pupil  in  the  high  school  a  proper  acquaintance  with 
the  problems  and  opportunities  of  modem  life.  The  time  covered  by 
the  high  school  is  a  period  when  the  aims  and  life  habits  emerge  dis- 
tinctly and  when,  so  far  as  theiy  are  amenable  to  education  they  may  be 
permanently  influenced."  Dr.  Butler  in  his  "Meaning  of  Education," 
writes,  "It  should  be  the  aim  of  the  secondary  school  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  that  cultivation  and  inspiration  that  marie  the  truly  educated 
man.  It  must  tench  the  pupils  bow  to  read  and  what  to  read  in  the  truest 
and  be&t  sense  of  that  word  and  no  English  training  is  entirely  success- 
ful unless  it  implants  in  the  pupil  a  love  for  the  masters  of  thought  and 
style  and  a  desire  to  grow  more  and  more  familiar  with  them.  The  pupils 
in  our  secondary  schools  are  adolescents  and  their  tastes  and  capacities 
are  rapidly  forming  and  finding  expression, — it  is  the  duty  of  the  school 
to  afford  opportunity  for  them  to  develop  along  the  best  and  most  effec- 
tive lines.  The  school  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is  educating 
students  who  are  to  assume  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  who  must 
in  all  probability  pursue  a  specific  calling  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
a  livelihood." 

There  are  two  topics  which  perhaps  are  being  discussed  more  than  any 
others  in  the  educational  world  today, — the  need  for  moral  education 
and  for  vocational  training  or  direction.  Resolntions  passed  by  various 
educational  bodies  show  that  the  schools  ought  to  be  doing  more  along 
these  lines  than  they  are  doing.  The  declaration  of  the  National  Edu- 
cational Association  at  its  recent  meeting  at  San  Francisco  states  that 
"the  increasing  complexity  of  life  problems  in  modem  society  makes  it 
imperative  that  our  young  men  and  women  should  be  well  grounded  in 
the  principles  of  right  living^ — to  develop  strong  moral  character  must 
ever  be  the  prime  duty  of  the  educator."  Vocational  training  is  now 
recognized  as  of  the  greatest  impori:ance  and  even  in  onr  purely  academic 
high  schools  we  find  we  must  help  our  pupils  to  plan  in  some  way  for 
eaming  a  living  after  the  four  years  are  over.  We  must  not  only  lay 
the  foundation  for  effective  service  in  whatever  they  undertake  but  we 
must  have  in  each  high  school  some  teacher  who  can  play  the  delicate 
and  difficult  part  of  acting  as  vocational  director  and  help  tlie  pupils 
to  find  the  work  they  are  best  fitted  for,  indeed  help  them  to  "find  them- 
selves," for  often  the  four  years  at  high  school  will  reveal  certain  abili- 
ties of  which  the  pupil  himself  was  unconscious  when  he  entered  high 
school  and  it  will  perhaps  depend  lai^ly  upon  what  the  teachers  and 
the  school  in  its  activities  do  for  that  pupil  whether  those  powers  lie 
dormant  or  are  developed  to  their  fullest  extent.  We  may  sum  up  our 
aims  in  the  modern  high  school  as  preparation  for  complete  living, — 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  finest  and  best  in  life  and  training  for 
social  efficiency.  Much  of  this  work  belongs  to  the  teacher  but  the  li- 
brarian can  help  in  many  ways  and  there  is  a  fine  field  for  co-operation. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  one  of  our  leading  educators  tells  ns  our  edu- 
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cation  is  "over  literary  and  bookish,"  we  believe  the  school  library  of 
the  future  is  to  be  a  more  ttaportant  factor  in  oar  high  school  work 
than  ever  before.  Modern  methods  of  teaching  lead  the  pupil  out  from 
the  beaten  path  of  the  text  book  into  the  wide  fleld  of  interesting  litera- 
ture on  the  various  subjects  studied.  To  know  how  to  use  books  intelli- 
:gently  is  becoming  essential  to  the  pupil  in  his  work  in  the  sciences  as 
well  as  in  literature  and  history.  We  find  that  required  collateral  read- 
ing, special  topic  work  and  suggested  supplementary  reading  all  have 
their  influence  on  the  voluntary  reading  of  the  pupil  when  teacher  and 
librarian,  working  tt^ther,  can  create  in  the  pupil's  mind  the  right 
attitude  toward  the  work.  Teachers  in  all  departments  are  realizing  the 
value  of  this  library  work  in  arousing  interest  in  the  listless  pupil  or 
stimulating  interest  where  it  has  been  already  awakened.  Books  will 
do  mucli  to  "open  up  the  doors  of  life,  and,  lacking  these,  many  doors 
will  be  forever  closed."  One  of  the  foremost  advocates  of  vocational  train- 
ing in  our  high  schools  warns  us  of  the  danger  that  our  vocational 
schools  will  become  materialistic  and  scientific  to  the  exclusion  of  that 
which  is  humanistic,  aesthetic,  and  spiritual.  For  this  reason  we  plead 
for  a  school  library  even  in  a  vocational  school.  In  the  hands  of  the  - 
right  kind  of  librarian  what  might  not  the  library  do  to  offset  these 
tendencies  even  though  the  subjects  studied  may  not  lend  themselves 
much  to  library  work.  We  must  show  the  boy  who  is  learning  a  trade 
how  to  make  the  best  use  of  books  which  will  help  in  his  wort, — how  to 
obtain  information  from  them  with  the  least  waste  of  time.  Some  of 
the  most  progressive  work  in  the  way  of  systematic  training  of  students 
in  the  use  of  books  is  in  the  Technical  high  school  of  Cle\-eland,  Ohio, 
and  in  that  school  and  the  Pratt  institute  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y„  we  find 
shining  examples  of  what  a  library  may  do  in  a  purely  vocational  school. 
Whether  it  be  an  agricultural  high  school,  a  trade  school,  or  a  technical 
high  school,  our  farmer,  carpenter  or  electrician  must  be  prepared  not 
only  to  earn  a  living  and  to  use  books  relating  to  his  work  but  he  must 
be  prepared  to  live, — to  vote  intelligently,  to  be  interested  in  the  great 
civic  and  social  problems  of  the  day,  to  enjoy  to  the  full  his  hours  of 
leisure.  Let  us  tlirongh  the  school  library  bring  him  in  touch  with  those 
books  which  will  not  only  be  entertaining  and  wholesome  but  stimu- 
lating and  broadening.  T^et  us  awaken  in  him  an  appreciation  for  the 
finer  things  in  art,  literature  and  nature,  we  can  do  much  by  the  at- 
tractiveness of  some  of  the  books  themselves, — many  a  boy  has  begun  to 
be  interested  in  art  by  glancing  over  the  art  books  in  the  school  library; 
the  finely  illustrated  editions,  the  classics  in  literature — of  the  Arabian 
nights  by  Maxfleld  Parrish  and  others,  the  Cranford  edition  of  Tom 
Brown's  Bchool  Days,  etc.,  may  help  to  make  the  student  feel  the  fas- 
cination of  some  of  the  books  which  we  have  come  to  look  upon  as  the 
birthright  of  every  boy  and  girl ;  we  can  introduce  him  to  some  of  the 
charmingly  illustrated  books  on  trees  and  birds  and  out  of  door  life 
until  he  wants  to  build  a  library  of  these  for  himself  and  have  them  at 
hand  for  reference.  We  must  bring  him  in  touch  with  interesting 
biography,  such  books  as  Xieolay's  Boy  Life  of  Lincoln;  Booker  Wash- 
ington's Up  From  Slavery;  Henry  M.  Stanley's  Autobiography;  Dr. 
Grenfell's  life  and  bis  work  for  Labrador.  Through  the  use  of  the  best 
magazines  and  daily  papers  in  our  woi^  we  must  make  him  familiar  with 
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all  the  great  questions  of  the  day.    Encourage  debate  work  and  discuB- 

Much  can  be  done  for  our  high  school  students  by  the  public  library 
but  the  library  in  the  school  building  has  an  opportunity  for  a  kind  of 
work  for  the  individual  boy  and  girl  which  is  rarely  possible  in  the 
public  library  even  a  short  distance  from  the  school.  One  has  only  to 
spend  a  few  hours  in  a  busy  school  library  which  ia  making  the  moat 
of  this  opportunity  to  realize  that  it  fully  justifies  whatever  expense  it 
may  be  to  the  city  or  to«Ti,  The  chief  arguments  for  the  school  library 
are: 

1.  The  books  arc  at  hand  ^phen  needed, — interest  awakened  in  the 
classroom  or  laboratory  may  be  followed  np  at  once  by  the  school  li- 
brarian when  the  boy  rushes  in  the  next  study  period  after  a  recitation 
to  settle  some  moot  poibt,  to  read  up  on  some  topic  which  has  interested 
him,  to  finish  the  stirring  oration  which  the  teacher  had  read  in  parts, 
to  borrow  the  novel  or  play  which  had  been  started  in  class, — the  teacher 
reading  just  enough  to  whet  the  appetite  for  more.  Ours  is  the  oppor- 
tunity to  "strike  while  the  iron  is  hot,"  to  bring  the  book  to  the  boy 
before  baseball  or  something  else  interferes  with  his  noble  resolve  to  go 
to  the  public  library  and  get  it  after  school. 

3.  The  modem  high  school  library  is  Aefecftre, — chosen  as  carefully 
aa  the  collection  of  books  in  the  children's  room  in  the  public  library, 
and  according  to  the  needs  of  the  high  school  students.  \Ve  pot  into  it 
only  what  we  want  them  to  read  and  know  they  can  use  to  adrantage 
in  their  school  work  or  rend  with  pleasure.  We  can  cut  out  that  which 
is  unwholesome  or  mediocre. — the  latest  and  best  selling  novel  will  not 
be  here  to  tempt  them  from  better  things  which  may  give  them  quite  as 
much  enjoyment.  Much  of  what  we  have  is  the  very  choicest  of  the 
world's  literature. 

3.  In  the  study  Jiour  we  have  possibilities  which  we  are  only  b^in- 
uing  to  realize.  Dr.  Jndd  of  the  Bchool  of  Education  of  the  Tlniversitj 
of  Chicago  tells  us  that  the  ideal  study  period  of  the  future  will  be  in  a 
room  filled  with  books  and  a  teacher  or  librarian  in  charge  who  makes 
these  study  hours  genuine  periods  of  training  in  the  use  of  books.  Not 
only  in  the  preparation  of  lessons  does  the  study  period  connt  for  much 
but  often  the  pupil  can  afford  to  spend  the  tinje  in  browsing  among  the 
books  just  for  pure  joy  of  reading  and  this  browsing  may  mean  more 
than  all  the  required  library  worlE.  There  is  nothing  more  interesting 
or  satisfying  to  the  school  librarian  than  to  look  over  the  library  tables 
at  the  end  of  a  busy  study  period  and  note  the  books  which  the  pupils 
are  reading  voluntarily.  This  alone  would  justify  the  establishment  of 
a  library  in  a  school  building  for  many  of  the  books  would  never  have 
been  read  in  the  larger  collection  of  the  public  library. 

The  fourth  and  greatest  argument  for  the  school  library  is  that  it  is 
reaching  many  pnpils  who  have  never  come  in  totich  teith  the  public 
librart/ — boys  and  girls  who  frankly  confess  they  do  not  like  to  read, — 
who  come  from  bookless  homes  where  aims  are  sordid,  and  the  ontlook 
upon  life  is  narrow,  where  the  moving  picture  show,  the  cheap  theatre 
and  the  sensational  newspaper  with  its  comic  supplement  are  the  chief 
means  of  entertainment.  They  have  come  to  high  school  because  they 
believe  the  high  school  diploma  is  an  open  sesame  to  more  respectable 
and  remunerative  employment  than  they  could  have  without  it.,^attie 
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"bread  and  buttei-"  aiui  and  the  hope  of  placing  their  diildreo  a  step 
higher  in  the  social  scale  have  been  the  motives  which  led  the  parents 
to  make  great  sacrifices  to  give  their  children  these  four  extra  years  at 
school.  With  these  stadects  the  school  library  has  a  marvelous  oppor- 
tunity, especially  during  the  first  year  when  we  must  lay  the  foundation 
for  the  next  three.  We  must  do  for  them  what  the  home  has  failed  to 
do  and  help  supply  what  they  lark  in  the  way  of  general  information 
and  that  historical  and  literary  background  so  absolutely  essential  to 
the  work  in  English.  We  must  find  the  point  of  contact  with  each  in- 
dividual student  and  reach  him  with  some  book  iu  the  school  or  public 
Iibrai7  which  will  really  make  an  appeal  and  interest  him.  We  mnst 
seek  the  expert  advice  which  the  librarian  of  the  public  library  or  of  the 
children's  room  can  give  us  and  follow  up  that  first  successful  book  with 
others  until  we  can  get  our  pupil  to  the  place  where  he  will  be  interested 
enough  to  want  a  card  in  the  public  library.  We  must  introduce  4iim 
to  the  fiction  which  most  boys  and  girls  read  long  before  they  entered 
high  school  and  help  him  to  enjoy  the  myths,  legends,  stories  of  heroes 
and  historic  events  which  he  ought  to  have  delighted  in  in 
the  elementary  school  and  which  many  read  in  the  public 
library,  with  fully  four-fifths  of  our  high  school  pupils  we  dis- 
tinctly see  this  influence  of  class  room  libraries  on  their  reading.  The 
wonder  to  us  is  that  others  seem  to  have  come  up  to  high  school  with- 
out bdng  influenced  to  any  extent  by  the  class  room  libraries  iu  the 
public  schools.  They  may  ha^e  read  certain  books  but  only  as  required 
reading  and  not  from  choice.  It  seems  as  though  we  were  attempting 
the  impossible  to  try  and  bring  them  to  an  appreciation  of  the  great 
masterpieces  which  form  the  required  work  in  English.  How  can  we 
expect  the  little  girl  who  has  scarcely  read  anything  before  coming  to 
high  school  to  appreciate  Addison  in  her  second  year  when  in  the  first 
she  is  only  just  ready  for  Rebecca  of  Sunnybrook  Farm  and  Emmy  Lou. 
The  marvel  is  that  so  many  of  our  teachers  succeed  in  getting  the  results 
that  they  do  from  these  pupils.  Nothing  surprises  us  more  in  our  high 
school  work  than  to  see  the  development  of  a  reading  taste  and  a  read- 
ing habit  in  these  students  through  the  wise  guidance  of  just  the  right 
kind  of  a  teacher  and  librarian. 

If  the  high  school  library  is  to  be  the  power  in  the  school  which  it 
ought  to  be  we  must  make  it  the  very  center  of  the  school  work, — it  must 
be  looked  upon  not  only  as  the  laboratory  of  the  English  and  history 
departments  but  as  an  essential  aid  in  the  woi*  of  all  departments. 
Whatever  the  library  may  aim  to  do  besides,  its  first  duty  is  to  strengthen 
in  every  way  possible  the  work  of  the  school  as  outlined  in  its  coumiv 
of  study.  The  work  of  certain  high  school  librarians  is  revealing  to  us 
the  many  ways  in  which  we  may  do  this. 

The  secret  of  success  in  the  modern  high  school  library  will  be  in 
co-operation.  Principal,  teachers,  school  librarian,  and  librarian  of  pub- 
lic library  must  unite  forces  and  work  in  closest  touch  with  one  another 
if  the  work  is  to  be  most  effective  and  lasting.  The  school  librarian  will 
be  powerless  to  reach  the  very  pupils  who  need  the  library  most  unless 
the  teacher  sends  them  to  the  library  for  definite  work — they  are  not 
likely  to  come  of  their  own  accord.  Teachers  may  be  very  much  handi- 
capped in  encouraging  pupils  to  use  the  library  by  rules  by  which  the 
principal  makes  it  difficult  for  a  pupil  to  gain  access  to  the  library  and 
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by  such  strict  discipline  when  access  is  obtained  that  he  only  goes  there 
when  obliged  to.  Principals  who  want  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  books 
in  the  school  work  must  recognize  in  the  public  library  an  important 
ally  and  i>ersonally  bring  about  as  close  relations  with  the  public 
library  as  possible. 

We  need  principals  who  believe  in  thp  school  library  and  are  willing 
to  give  it  some  of  their  thought  and  time, — who  will  help  i)er8onally 
in  ilfl  (Jevelopraent  and  encourage  its  use  in  every  way, — who  will  co- 
operate with  teachers  in  helping  pupils  to  realize  that  librarj-  reading 
and  r«rci-(!nce  work  is  important  and  delightful.  It  will  help  greatly  if 
the  principal  will  occasionally  speak  of  the  library  at  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  school  and  from  time  to  time  mention  books  worth  read- 
ing,— some  inspiring  biography  to  he  found  in  the  school  library,  a  great 
poem  which  may  help  in  forming  ideals,  Lowell's  Harvard  Commemora- 
tion ode  or  Wordsworth's  Happy  Warrior,  iiossibly  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  ex-President  Cleveland's  favorite  poem,  some  sug- 
gestive little  book  such  as  President  Hyde's  "Self -measurement"  or  let 
him  speak  of  the  dangers  and  value  of  magazine  and  newspaj^r  reading 
and  suggest  those  most  worth  while,  call  attention  to  some  particularly 
interesting  article  in  a  current  magazine  or  a  brilliant  editorial  on  some 
important  question  of  the  day.  There  is  magic  in  the  recommendation 
of  a  principal,  whether  it  be  given  from  the  platform  or  to  an  individual 
student,  if  that  principal  has  won  the  confidence  and  affection  of  his 
pupils.  If  a  principal  will  occasionally  dignify  the  use  of  the  school 
library  by  using  it  himself  it  will  become  a  place  more  worth  while  in 
the  eyes  of  the  students. 

We  must  have  teaohers  who  are  themselves  intelligent  users  of  a  li- 
brary, who  read  widely,  who  are  book  lovers  in  the  lai^eat  sense  of  the 
word,  who  assign  library  reading  to  their  pupils  not  because  so  many 
pages  are  require<l  in  the  syllabus  but  because  they  believe  it  is  one  way 
of  creating  those  ''iKirmanent  interests"  of  which  Dr.  Hanus  speaks. 
In  our  collateral  reading  in  history  we  must  aim  not  only  to  give  the 
students  certain  information  which  will  supplement  the  text  book  bnt 
to  help  them  to  feel  the  fascination  of  historical  reading  and  read  his- 
tory from  choice  after  they  leave  high  school.  When  we  can  hold  a 
boy  spell-bound  for  a  study  period  with  Prescott's  account  of  Cortez  and 
Montezuma,  lead  him  on  through  Parkman  and  Fiske  to  John  Ford 
Rhodes  and  his  delightful  history  until  the  boy  begins  to  buy  some  of 
these  books  for  himself  we  have  done  something  of  greater  value  to  him 
than  helping  him  to  i»asa  examinations.  We  need  teachers  who,  in  spite 
of  college  entrance  requirements,  will  do  what  Dr.  Butler  tells  us  we 
muiit  do, — train  our  pupils  to  appreciate  the  flnest  things  in  literature 
and  (o  want  to  read  more  of  the  authors  studied.  Who  will  make  Shakes- 
peare such  a  delight  that  school  and  public  library  will  be  taxed  to  their 
utmost  to  supply  the  demand  for  his  plays,  who  will  make  Burke  so 
interesting  that  students  will  want  to  read  other  great  orations,  and  in 
studying  Macaulay's  Essay  on  Johnson,  will  want  to  read  parts  of  Bos- 
well  for  themselves  and  read  typical  essays  in  the  Rambler  and  Idler. 
Dean  Ualliet  tells  us  that  the  test  of  all  our  English  work  should  be 
its  influence  on  the  voluntary  reading  of  the  students.  Tried  by  this  test 
the  work  of  some  of  our  high  school  teachers  would  be  weighed  in  the 
balance  and  found  wanting.    Where  critical  analysis  takes  ithe  place  of 
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appreciation  we  find  atndentB  sometimes  have  a  positive  aversion  for 
anytliiDg  connected  witb  the  authors  studied, — the  librarian's  heart  sinka 
within  her  when  the  stndenta  frankly  confess  they  have  had  enough  ot 
Shakespeare  in  the  two  playB  studied  at  school,  novels  that  ought  to 
be  the  delight  of  the  average  student  of  high  school  age  have  failed  to 
charm  simply  because  they  have  been  treated  as  sobjecta  for  dissecttoD 
and  analysis.  "I  think  I  would  have  liked  Tale  of  Two  Cities  if  I  hadn't 
had  to  study  it,"  a  student  replies  as  the  librarian  asks  hnw  he  enjoyed 
it.  Those  of  us  in  school  library  work  very  quickly  feel  the  influence 
of  certain  teachers  on  the  reading  of  the  pupils,  "I  never  liked  poetry 
till  I  came  into  Miss  B's  class,"  says  a  girl  as  she  bands  back  Keata's 
Eve  of  St.  Agnes  with  a  glowing  face  and  asks  the  librarian  for  "an- 
other poem  Its  good."  "I  am  buying  alt  of  Flhakespeare's  plays,"  a  stu- 
dent reports  when  asked  about  the  books  she  owns,  and  another  tells 
the  librarian  that  she  wants  to  read  all  of  George  Eliot's  works  her 
teacher  has  made  "Silas  Mamer"  so  interesting. 

We  must  have  as  our  school  librarian  the  teacher  who  reads  most 
widely,  who  has  the  strongest  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the  boys  and  girls 
and  will  be  sympathetic  in  her  guidance  of  their  reading,  who  has  not 
forgotten  her  own  youth  and  can  look  at  books  from  their  point  of  view. 
She  must  take  a  broad  view  of  the  possibilities  of  the  library  and  enter 
eagerly  into  the  work  of  making  the  most  of  them,  ^he  must  devise 
ways  of  making  the  library  a  vital  factor  in  the  work  of  all  departments. 
She  can  do  most  efficient  work  for  the  school  if  she  will  make  herself 
familiar  with  the  simpler  methods  of  caring  for  a  school  library  and 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  -  offered  by  summer  library  scboola 
which  make  a  brief  six  weeks  course  possible.  There  is  still  the  feeling 
that  anyone  can  take  care  of  the  school  library,— the  clerk  who  is  already 
heavily  burdened, — the  teacher  too  old  to  teach  bnt  who  is  accurate  and 
orderly  and  a  good  disciplinarian,  the  young  teacher  who  is  fresh  from 
college  and  is  assigned  to  the  library  chiefly  because  she  is  the  latest 
comer  on  the  faculty  and  some  one  has  to  do  this  drudgery.  We  are 
coming  to  realize  that  this  is  poor  policy, — that  we  must  pot  our  very 
best  teacher  in  charge  if  she  will  take  it,  and  the  teacher  who  knows 
anything  of  the  wonderful  opportunity  it  affords  her  for  work  with  the 
pupils  will  usually  count  it  a  privilege.  In  our  larger  cities  we  must 
place  oar  school  libraries  in  charge  of  librarians  who  have  the  thoron^ 
professional  training  of  our  recognized  library  schools  and  who,  like  the 
teachers,  bring  to  their  work  the  broad  outlook  and  general  culture  of 
a  collie  education  or  its  equivalent.  Our  ideal  high  school  librarian 
could  not  bring  to  the  school  better  credentials  than  to  add  to  this  edu- 
cation and  training  some  experience  as  a  teacher  and  successful  work  in 
the  children's  room  and  reference  department  of  the  public  library.  The 
qualifications  which  make  for  success  there  are  just  those  needed  in  the 
high  school  work. 

We  must  have  co-operation  with  the  public  library  which  is  really 
official  co-operation  between  the  two  institutions  not  merely  the  use  of 
the  public  library  by  a  few  interested  teachers.  High  schools  should 
make  a  card  in  the  public  library  a  necessity  for  every  pupil  when  he 
enters  and  through  all  the  four  years  work  should  lie  given  which  can- 
not be  done  in  the  Rchool  library.  We  should  think  of  the  school  library 
as  the  best  kind  of  a  "fitting  school"  for  the  use  of  the  public  library 
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after  pDpils  leave  bigb  school.  Principal  and  teachers  should  make 
themselves  familiar  with  the  resonrces  of  the  pnblic  library.  Let  os  post 
lists  of  interesting  books  which  popils  can  find  in  the  public  library. 
Let  OS  invite  the  librarian  of  the  public  library  to  speak  to  the  assembled 
school,  to  meet  with  our  teachers  occasionally,  to  speak  at  the  meetings 
of  the  different  clubs  and  organizations  of  the  school  and  let  them  know 
what  the  public  library  can  do  to  help  them.  On  the  other  hand  we 
must  have  librarians  of  pnblic  libraries  who  will  care  more  about  the 
real  help  a  book  may  be  to  the  high  school  when  left  on  the  school  li- 
brary table  for  use  durinc  study  periods  than  for  statistics  of  circitUi- 
tion, — who  will  not  only  welcome  students  and  teachers  when  they  come 
to  the  public  library  but  send  books  to  the  school  library  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time  if  those  books  will  do  more  good  there  than  in 
the  public  library.  These  books  must  always  be  sent  with  the  nnder- 
standing  that  if  needed  by  the  genera)  public  the  school  shall  return 
them  at  once.  In  all  probability  the  most  efficient  high  school  library 
of  the  future  will  be  that  which  has  been  made  a  branch  of  the  public 
library,  as  has  already  been  done  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Newark  and 
Passaic,  New  Jersey,  provided  the  high  school  receive  the  same  generous 
treatment  at  the  bands  of  the  public  library  that  these  high  schools  have 
and  that  the  same  care  be  taken  to  appoint  college  trained  librarians 
who  also  have  the  professional  training  and  experience  and  personal 
qualifications  for  the  work. 

Our  school  libraries  have  much  to  learn  from  our  most  progressive 
public  libraries.  We  must  break  away  from  cherished  traditions  of  the 
past  when  the  library  was  more  for  ahoic  than  for  use,  when  it  was  too 
sacred  a  place  for  any  but  the  elect  few  of  the  senior  or  junior  class  to 
enter.  Many  of  our  older  high  school  libraries  are  still  iu  the  dark  ages 
of  library  development  and  hold  ideas  about  the  use  of  room  and  books 
which  are  truly  mediaeval.  They  are  hedged  about  with  so  many  rules 
and  formalities  that  only  the  most  courageous  and  hook  loving  pupil 
would  dare  to  enter  unless  sent  there  to  do  required  work,  and  when 
he  does  enter  he  finds  only  formidable  rows  of  solemn  looking  author- 
ities on  the  subjects  studied,  sets  of  standard  works  in  unattractive 
bindings  and  a  certain  number  of  encyclopaedias  and  standard  reference 
books.  Particular  pains  ceems  to  have  been  taken  to  omit  all  books 
which  might  appeal  to  the  average  high  school  boy  or  girl.  Do  we 
wonder  at  the  little  girl  who  said,  "I  looked  in  the  high  school  library 
when  I  first  went  to  high  school  and  I  said  to  myself,  'That's  no  place 
for  me,  give  me  the  public  library!'  " 

Ijet  us  make  the  high  school  library  a  place  where  our  pupils  will  de- 
light to  come,  I>et  us  do  away  with  the  spirit  of  repression  and  com- 
pulsion which  pervade  the  atmosphere  of  so  many  school  libraries  and 
make  the  whole  spirit  of  the  room  one  of  invitation  and  welcome. — of 
freedom  and  joyousness  in  reading.  Let  us  make  the  room  as  inviting 
and  attractive  as  possible  and  follow  the  example  of  the  children's  room 
in  the  public  library  in  having  green  things  growing, — palms,  ferns,  or 
flowering  plants,  beautiful  pictures  on  the  walls,  and  attractive  illus- 
trated editions  of  books  on  shelves  and  tables.  We  must  choose  our 
books  most  carefully  in  buying  for  the  school  library, — the  room  is  often 
small,  shelf  space  is  decidedly  limited, — we  cannot  afford  room  for  a 
book  merely  because  it  is  a  good  book  or  even  because  it  might  be  wanted 
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occasionally  for  coDsnltation.  The  question  is  "How  much  will  be  used 
each  termT"  Let  us  have  no  dead  wood  but  buy  books  which  are  sore 
to  help  us  either  in  the  ref|uired  work  or  prove  suggestive  reading  as 
pnpils  wander  at  will  among  them.  I^t  us  leave  to  the  public  library 
most  of  the  modem  fiction.  Itooks  which  have  been  proved  to  be  snccefis- 
ful  in  interesting  pupils  in  required  reading  and  special  topic  work  should 
be  duplicated,  sometimes  as  many  an  ten  or  twenty  copies  are  necessary, 
if  the  pupils  are  to  be  spared  the  discouraging  experience  of  never  flnd- 
ing  a  book  in  when  they  want  it.  This  lack  of  enough  copies  will  spoil 
the  effect  of  the  most  carefully  planned  and  interesting  collateral  read- 
ing. Let  US  have  the  very  best  general  reference  books, — encyclopaedias, 
dictionaries,  atlases,  etc.,  for  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
school  library  is  to  train  students  to  use  these  in  answering  thdr  own 
questions  and  so  make  them  independent  workers  in  college  and  public 
librarj'.  This  topic  has  already  been  treated  so  fully  by  Miss  Florence 
Hopkins  in  previous  meetings  of  your  association  that  there  is  little  to 
be  added  to  her  plea  that  a  course  in  the  use  of  a  library  be  introduced 
in  every  high  school.  Let  us  have  those  authorities  on  the  sabjects 
studied  which  the  teachers  and  pnpils  really  need  for  reference,  but  let 
us  not  neglect  the  more  interesting  and  readable  books  which  studente 
interested  in  the  subject  will  gladly  read  voluntarily  if  we  have  tbem  on 
our  shelves.  Let  us  for  the  sake  of  creating  ideals  and  making  the  woi^ 
more  human  emphasize  the  biopcraphical  side  of  all  our  work, — in  biology 
have  them  read  of  I^uis  Pasteur,  in  physics  of  Tjord  Kelvin  and  Edison, 
in  history  and  English  the  field  is  a  most  tempting  one  and  we  can  do 
much  not  only  with  lives  of  the  great  persons  of  the  past  but  in  bio- 
graphical reading  of  our  own  time. — in  our  own  school  Jane  Addams* 
Twenty  Years  at  Hull  House,  the  life  of  Caria  Wenckebach,  the  new 
life  of  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  of  Alice  Freeman  Palmer  and  Mary  Lyon 
are  as  popular  as  any  work  of  Action,  In  returning  Agnes  Bepplier's 
In  our  Convent  Days,  a  student  who  had  been  led  to  it  through  Two 
College  Girls,  Emmy  Lou  and  other  school  stories  could  hardly  be 
persuaded  that  it  was  really  true  and  once  finding  how  interesting  real 
life  coald  be  it  was  a  simple  matter  to  lead  on  to  Helen  Keller,  Flor- 
ence Nightingale,  and  others,  Boutet  de  Monvel's  charming  illustra- 
tions of  the  life  of  Joan  of  Arc  can  be  used  to  great  advantage  in  the 
English  history  work  to  create  a  taste  for  historical  biography. 

In  our  history  of  the  English  novel  let  us  introduce  the  pupils  to  such 
delightful  illustrated  editions  that  if  they  have  never  read  the  book  as 
children  they  will  want  to  rend  them  now — the  Rhead  brothers'  illus- 
trated editions  of  Pilgrim's  Progress  and  Robinson  Crusoe,  QulIiver'B 
Travels,  illustrated  by  Rackham,  the  Cranford  edition  of  the  English 
classics  illustrated  by  Hugh  Thomson, — Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Cranford. 
Evelina,  etc.  IjCt  ns  keep  these  simply  for  use  in  study  periods  or  after 
school  an  we  cannot  often  atford  two  copies  of  each  and  circulating  tbem 
will  soon  Rpoil  their  charming  covers  and  make  it  necessary  for  them  to 
be  rebound  and  lose  their  individuality.  Once  interested,  the  pupil  will 
take  home  a  copy  of  these  in  a  cheaper  edition  and  we  shall  find  that 
such  a  collection  will  do  more  to  take  away  the  dislike  of  the  average 
student  for  "standard  literature"  than  any  driving  or  urging  through 
required  supplementary  reading  or  recommendations  from  teacher  and 
librarian.     One  pupil  will  tell  another  of  the  treasures  discovered  in 
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the  school  library  and  the.v  will  be  well  advertised  throughout  the  school. 

I^et  as  have  good  tranalations  of  the  world's  best  literature  and  also 
adaptations  of  the  classics  for  those  who  are  still  children  in  their  read- 
ing— one  girl  in  Greek  history  in  the  second  year  will  read  with  keen 
enjoyment  and  appreciation  Plnmtre's  translation  of  Sophocles  Antigone 
while  another  in  the  same  class  must  be  introduced  to  the  play  through 
Church's  Stories  from  the  Greek  tragedians, 

l,et  us  place  on  our  high  school  library  shelves  representative  works 
of  the  best  writers  of  today,  to  introduce  the  pupils  to  these  writers,  then 
send  them  out  to  the  public  library  for  other  works  by  the  same  authors, 
— essayists  such  as  Dr.  Van  Dyke  and  Samuel  Crothers.  Fiction,  poetry, 
drama,  etc.,  the  more  interesting  and  popular  books  on  science,  Dun- 
can's Chemistry  of  commerce,  and  his  new  knowledge,  books  on  wire- 
less telegraphy  and  aeroplanes  for  the  student  of  physios,  interesting 
books  on  the  great  questions  of  the  day.  Let  us  encourage  wide,  yejwjrol 
reading  and  try  to  broaden  the  horizon  of  the  pupil, — include  books  of 
all  kinds  which  will  be  suggestive, — Mrs.  Richard's  The  right  art  of  liv- 
ing; Dr.  Gulick's  Efficient  life, — attractive  bo<As  on  art  and  music, — the 
Bell  miniature  series  of  lives  of  great  painters,  the  delightful  mono- 
graphs "Masters  in  art."  which  will  do  more  to  interest  high  school 
pupils  than  many  more  expensive  works,  stories'  of  the  great  operas, 
popular  books  such  as  Emery's  How  to  enjoy  pictures  or  Henderson's 
or  Krehbiel's  books  on  how  to  listen  to  music.  Let  us  open  up  the  world 
to  our  students  by  illustrated  books  of  travel,  Stoddard's  lectures,  the 
many  delightful  hooks  on  travel  which  have  not  only  attractive  illustra- 
tions such  as  those  by  Pennell  but  also  a  distinct  literary  charm,  such 
as  Stevenson's  travels  with  a  donkey,  in  "Inland  voyage." 

Let  us  encourage  the  otcncrshtp  of  books,  the  building  up  of  libraries 
in  the  homes  of  the  students,  call  attention  to  good,  yet  inexpensive 
editions, — ^the  Temple  edition  of  Shakespeare  appeals  to  high  school 
students.  Ever;*'  man's  librarv  contains  many  books  which  high  school 
students  are  delighted  to  buy, — even  the  |>oorest  can  afford  thirty-flve 
cents  for  a  volume  once  in  a  while  and  they  are  glad  to  know  about 
them.  T^t  the  high  school  library  set  apart  a  special  case  for  a  collec- 
tion of  "good  editions  for  high  school  pupils  to  own," 

T^t  us  make  a  wise  use  of  the  best  magazines  in  our  high  school  work. 
The  World's  Work.  Review  of  Reviews  and  Oiitlook  will  help  to  supple- 
ment the  history  work  and  encourage  an  interest  in  "history  in  the 
making."  While  we  rarely  have  room  in  the  school  library  to  store  sets 
of  bound  magazines,  and  must  leave  that  to  the  public  library,  as  they 
accumulate  so  rapidly,  we  can  clip  from  these  the  articles  of  importance 
in  our  work  and  file  these  in  inexpensive  pamphlet  binders  such  as  those 
supplied  by  Gaylord  Bros.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  articles  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly  on  General  Lee  and  The  Diary  of  the  Reconstruction  period 
can  be  filed  for  use  by  the  history  department.  For  its  American  his- 
tory classes,  those  in  other  magazines  on  the  struggle  in  the  House  of 
Lords  for  the  classes  in  English  history.  Recent  illustrated  articles 
called  forth  by  centenary  celebrations  in  honor  of  Milton,  Samuel  John- 
son. Thackeray  and  Dickens  can  be  clipped  and  filed  for  use  in  English 
work.  Lucas's  essay  asking  the  ({nestion.  Which  of  Charles  Lamb's 
essays  should  be  saved,  if  only  one?  will  arouse  much  interest  in  a  class 
reading  Lamb's  essays.    T^t  us  call  the  attention  of  students  to  the  best 
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articles  in  the  magazinett  on  all  topics  of  cnrrent  interest  by  posting  in 
the  library  eacb  week  a  list  of  some  good  reading  in  tlie  magazines.  Let 
us  train  them  to  discriminate  in  their  magazine  reading  and  read  only 
the  best  things  and  not  to  then  do  this  to  the  exclusion  of  better  boofc!>. 
Let  U8  train  these  pupils  to  fjlean  quickly  from  a  daily  newspaper  the 
real  news  of  the  day.  Many  of  them  never  see  a  really  good  newspaper 
in  their  homes  and  are  wanting  time  pouring  over  sensfitinnal  aocoantc 
of  crime  and  over  comic  supplements  until  they  finish  the  paper  with 
little  knowledge  of  the  important  ne«'R,  1*1  the  librarj-  establish  a  ''cur- 
rent event  bulletin  board."  Let  the  senior  class  as  a  part  of  its  repfn- 
lar  work  in  history  edit  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  a  "model  newspaper." 
In  our  own  school  two  copies  of  the  same  paper  are  tnken  each  morn- 
ing.— three  members  of  the  senior  class  report  to  the  librarian  at  twenty 
mimites  before  nine  o'clock,  one  is  assigned  the  odd  pages  of  one  paper, 
one  the  even  pages  of  the  second  copy  of  the  same  paper  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  librarian  they  select  the  important  news,  clip  it  from  the 
paper  and  a  third  sorts  the  clippings  and  posts  them  on  the  bulletin 
board  under  the  headings:  Foreign  atfaii-s.  National,  State,  City.  Art, 
Music.  Social  reform,  etc.  Each  senior  has  an  opportunity  to  do  this 
work  two  or  three  times  in  a  term.  They  learn  to  sift  the  news  in  choos- 
ing the  important  from  the  unimportant  and  show  the  greate«<t  en- 
thusiasm over  the  work.  Students  from  nil  parts  of  the  building  crowd 
around  the  bulletin  board  at  noon  to  read  the  day's  news.  Once  a  pnpil 
said.  "I  never  knew  what  an  interesting  thing  a  newspaper  could  be 
until  I  did  this,"  and  another  "I  wish  I  could  be  assigned  to  the  editorial 
board  every  morning,  it's  a  lot  more  interesting  than  the  histori-  lesson." 

Let  us  make  the  greatest  possible  use  of  a  rofntioaal  bulletin  board  in 
the  library, — suggesting  by  the  use  of  pamphlets,  newspaper  clipinngs. 
magazine  articles,  books,  the  many  things  a  high  school  graduate  may 
do  to  earn  a  living.  In  our  own  school  we  post  the  little  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  the  New  York  Hiirh  School  Teachers'  Association,  entitled 
"Choosing  a  career"  then  follow  out  the  snegestions  there  with  addi- 
tional material  showing  where  special  training  may  be  had  after  gi-ndna- 
tiou  from  high  school. — latest  catalc^rues  of  schools  showing  require- 
ments, expense,  etc..  accounts  of  men  and  women  who  have  been  success- 
ful in  certain  lines  of  work.  Students  watch  this  bulletin  board  eagerly 
and  come  to  the  librarian  for  advice, — the  girl  who  wants  to  be  a  li- 
brarian, or  a  trained  nurse,  or  n  costume  designer,  brenfhes  this  wish 
sometimes  confidentially  to  the  librarian  and  the  librarian  and  teacher 
in  chaise  of  vocational  direction  can  do  much  to  help  the  students  as 
they  go  out  to  take  np  their  special  work — sometimes  seeing  that  they 
have  from  the  '"students'  aid  fund"  of  the  school  the  loan  of  money  for 
the  necessary  special  training  in  addition  to  their  high  school  prepara- 
tion. 

I^et  us  make  our  high  school  libraries  headquarters  for  illustrative 
material  which  will  help  interest  pupils  in  the  school  work. — mounted 
pictures,  lantern  slides,  stereoscopic  views  and  even  post  cards.  These 
should  be  catalogued  and  classified  so  that  teachers  can  know  at  once 
what  material  is  available.  T'se  a  bulletin  board  for  exhibits  of  pic- 
tures, post  cards  of  the  Spanish  missions  in  southern  Californin  for 
girls  reading  "Ramona," — Stratford  on  Avon  and  WestminBter  Abberv 
for  those  who  are  studying  Irving's  sketch  book. — Dore's  Ancient  Mar- 
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iner  pictures  and  thoiBfi  for  Paradise  I..08t,  cut  out  from  the  large  books 
and  mounted  will  add  greatly  to  the  interest  some  will  take  in  the  study 
of  the  poems — the  Abbey  pictures  of  the  Holy  Grail  will  help  in  study 
of  the  Idyls  of  the  King.  Mounted  pictures  can  be  loaned  to  class  rooms 
and  handed  to  pupils  during  a  recitation.  The  Elson  prints  "Here 
Bhakespeare  lived"  are  good  for  mounting  and  a  school  library  will 
do  well  to  own  a  collection  of  the  Ixingman's  series  of  colored  pictures 
illustrating  English  history. 

Let  us  compile  reading  lists  for  individual  students.  What  would 
you  like  to  read  about,  a  certain  teacher  asked  her  class?  Lists  of  what 
they  were  interested  in  or  would  like  to  read  about  were  sent  to  the 
school  librarian  and  she  prepared  for  each  student  a  brief  list  of  the 
best  books  on  the  subject. 

Let  us  post  on  bulletin  boards  in  our  school  library  lists  of  sa^estive 
reading,  especially  just  before  the  long  summer  vacation,  a  list  of  good 
short  stories,  a  list  of  contemporary  Action  which  is  most  worth  while, 
pictures  of  life  in  the  west,  such  as  Owen  Wisters'  "Vii^inian."  New 
England  life  by  Mary  E.  Wilkins,  Sarah  Ome  Jewett  and  Alice  Brown, 
of  southern  life  by  F.  Hopkinson  Smith,  Thomas  Nelson  Page  and  George 
W.  Cable.  "Some  of  the  world's  great  books  which  every  person  of  cul- 
ture ought  to  know." 

Let  us  remember  that  if  we  are  really  to  influence  the  voluntary  read- 
ing of  our  high  school  students  wp  mnst  do  it  by  sympathetic  guidance 
and  suffiestifm  rather  than  by  prescription  or  compulsion.  We  cannot 
forre  students  to  like  David  Onpperfleld  or  Mill  on  the  Floss,  but  we 
can  help  them  to  thoroughly  enjoy  them  if  we  find  why  they  do  not  lite 
them.  The  novel  of  today  which  they  are  reading  begins  in  a  more 
interesting  way  than  many  of  our  older  and  better  works  of  Action  and 
if  we  pan  get  them  past  the  Arst  few  chapters  they  will  be  all  right. 
Let  the  librarian  be  "at  home"  to  the  pupils  at  a  given  time  each  day 
to  talk  over  books  with  them,  help  them  get  started  in  a  book,  encourage 
abfolnte  frankness  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  And  out  what  they  are  read- 
ing from  choice  and  lead  them  on  from  those  books  to  the  place 
where  they  ran  be  sincere  in  their  enjoyment  of  the  great  works  of 
Action  and  literature  in  general.  Many  of  them  are  living  a  T>r.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde  life. — reading,  because  they  have  to,  the  best  of  onr 
standard  Action,  reportine  on  it  dnly  in  the  written  report,  required 
by  the  English  department  and  reading  Marv  J.  Holmes.  Augusta  Evans 
and  others  in  their  homes.  Our  problem  is  to  And  the  better  books  which 
will  really  appeal  to  them  and  lead  them  step  by  step  to  the  place  where 
they  will  from  choice,  read  the  best.  T-et  us  disabnse  their  minds  of  the 
feeling  that  this  reading  of  what  in  the  teacher's  eyes  is  a  "good  boot," 
is  necessarily  a  painful  and  disagreeable  task.  I^et  ns  help  them  to 
realize  that  the  personal  equation  must  be  recognized  in  all  reading, 
that  all  standard  novels  are  not  enjoyed  to  an  equal  extent  by  all  people 
of  education,  that  they  need  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  to  the  librarian 
that  they  don't  like  Westward  Ho!  or  Loma  Doone.  Let  her  tell  them 
of  hard  times  she  herself  had  in  getting  interested  in  some  books,  some 
she  never  came  to  enjoy,  others  which  she  tried  several  times  to  read 
and  enjoyed  aftrr  high  school  days  better  than  when  younger,  that  we 
have  to  Uve  in  order  to  enjoy  some  books.  I^et  us  make  our  reading 
lists  long  enough  and  varied  enough  for  there  to  be  plenty-  of  clraice, 
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sometbiog  for  the  student  who  iB  ready  for  Scott,  Thackeray,  Haw- 
thorne, etc.,  and  for  the  student  who  does  not  like  historical  fiction  or 
descriptions  but  many  like  a  story  such  as  Pride  and  Prejudice. 

In  all  our  work  our  aim  should  be  to  find  the  point  of  contact  and 
then  cultivate  a  taste  for  the  very  best  things  we  have  to  give — the  great 
classics  in  literature,  good  biograi>hy,  great  eBsays,  drama,  fiction  and 
poetry. 

Whatever  the  kind  of  school,  academic,  vocational  or  a  combination 
of  both,  let  us  remember  that  as  Ur.  Nathan  Butler  has  recently  said. 
"The  questions  of  importance  when  a  boy  leaves  school  are  not  'What 
does  he  know?'  'What  skill  has  he?'  but  'What  does  he  love?  Whom 
does  he  admire  and  imitate?  What  interests  him?' "  With  this  thought 
in  mind  let  us  see  to  it  that  we  in  onr  school  libraries  do  not  fail  in 
our  high  calling  to  give  to  our  boys  and  girls  that  enrichment  of  life 
and  widening  of  the  horizon  which  come  through  a  wise  use  of  books 
and  the  cultivation  of  a  taste  for  reading  for  the  pure  joy  of  reading. 
How  much  we  may  do  in  these  four  wonderful  years  when,  as  Dr.  Atkin- 
son of  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  InBtitute  reminds  us,  '"The  interest 
is  so  easily  aroused,  the  sympathies  are  so  keen,  the  mind  so  open  to 
impressions  and  the  memory  so  tenacious  in  retaining  them,  when  the 
capacity  for  forming  ideals  is  so  strong,  and  the  natural  appetite  for 
reading  is  so  marked,  at  this  time  if  ever  is  there  need  for  wise  and  skill- 
ful guidance  in  the  use  of  books." 
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LIBRABX   SECTION. 

The  Librarj-  Section  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association 
met  Friday  morning,  October  6.  Miss  Lydia  E,  Steele,  of  Negaunee, 
was  chairmau,  and  Mrs,  Mary  C.  Spencer,  of  Ivansing,  secretary.  A  dis- 
play of  library  equipment  and  books  was  used  in  connection  with  this 
section.    The  following  prc^ram  was  given: 

"Educational  value  of  children's  literature,"  by  Mrs.  Oudmn  Thome- 
Thomsen,  Chicago. 

"The  creed  of  a  story  teller,"  by  Miss  Edna  Lyman,  Oak  Park,  III. 

Synopses  of  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Thomsen  and  Miss  Lyman  may  be  found 
in  this  report.  Mrs.  Thomsen  also  read  a  paper  entitled  "Library  story 
hour  and  its  relation  to  the  school  work"  before  the  general  meeting  of 
the  association. 

A  general  and  most  interesting  discussion  followed  the  papers. 

By  vote  of  the  section  Miss  Flora  Elsie  Hill,  of  the  Northern  State 
Normal  School,  Marquette,  was  elected  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Spencer,  of  Lansing,  secretary  for  the  coming  year. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  A  LECTURE  ON  "THE  EDUCATIONAL  VALUE  OF 
CHILDREN'S  LITERATURE." 

GUDBCN    THOBNB-THOMSEN. 

Current  ideas  concerning  the  value  of  literature  for  children : 

1.  That  stories  should  be  used  primarily  to  teach  conduct. 

2.  That  stories  are  valuable  in  the  degree  that  they  develop  imagina- 
tion. 

3.  That  children's  literature  should  give  information,  useful  knowl- 
edge in  a  pleasant  form. 

4.  That  stories  should  be  regarded  as  mere  recreation  or  ^tertaln- 
ment  for  the  children. 

5.  That  literature  is  valuable  first  and  foremost  as  it  influences  the 
use  of  the  mother  tongue. 

Synopsis  of  discussion  of  point  I. 

The  story  must  find  the  quiet  way  that  leads  to  the  heart.  It  must 
make  the  child  glow  with  a  warmth  which  unfolds  the  desire  for  the 
good  and  the  beautiful  as  imperceptibly  as  the  buds  unfold  in  the  spring. 
Great  literature  inspires  and  awnkens  noble  impulses  when  it  is  artisti- 
cally presented,  but  the  so-called  "moral"  or  "conduct"  story  contrived 
to  teach  this  or  that  special  moral  lesson  is  worse  than  useless.  t|i> 
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Synopsis  of  discusBion  of  point  2. 

Children  are  endowed  with  a  great  amount  of  imaginatioD  at  the  oat- 
set.  MoBt  children  posseBS  more  than  their  elders  know  how  to  manage. 
The  problem  for  literature  is  not  primarily  to  develop  the  imagination, 
but  to  direct  the  fancies  that  are  there.  Literature  presents  the  child 
with  the  products  of  the  imagination,  well  organiz^,  beautifully  ar- 
ranged, therefore  the  poem  and  the  story  will  help  the  child  to  value 
what  there  is  beautiful,  and  to  discard  what  is  valueless  in  his  own  imag- 
inative creation. 

Bynopsis  of  discussion  of  point  3. 

Literature  considered  as  an  art  does  not  teach  facts.  It  deals  with 
the  emotional  response  rather  than  with  the  scientific  attitude.  The 
sugar-coating  of  scientific  facts  shows  the  adult's  inability  to  understand 
child  nature.  It  is  a  fallacy  to  believe  that  science  needs  to  borrow  the 
fanciful  dress  of  fairy  tale,  it  can  well  stand  alone  and  hold  its  own. 

Synopsis  of  point  4. 

Storj'  telling  is  by  some  people  classed  with  Punch  and  Jndy  shows, 
trained  dogs  and  such  performances  for  the  mere  entertainment  of  chil- 
dren. The  demand  for  the  story  is  from  a  much  deeper  need  than  simple 
entertainment.  The  child  finds  in  himself  longings,  hopes,  a  groping  for 
the  truth.  The  demand  for  the  story  is  a  demand  for  more  light,  more 
action,  more  joy. 

Synopsis  of  point  5. 

The  horse  must  be  put  before  the  cart.  Fluency  in  oral  and  written 
English  are  natural  results  of  the  reading  and  telling  of  stories,  but  if 
literature  is  given  mainly  to  develop  power  in  English,  we  fall  into  all 
kinds  of  errors  which  usually  kill  the  enjoymrat  and  benefit  that  the 
bit  of  literature  t:honld  have  given.  Ruch  errors  are  the  over-analyses 
of  literature,  especially  with  young  children— the  working  over  and  over 
a  selection  until  all  spirit  of  delight  in  it  is  gone  out  of  it. 

To  sum  up.  The  librarians  as  story  tellers  and  directors  of  children's 
reading  have  the  best  opportunity  to  present  the  finest  literature  that 
there  is  to  be  found  and  to  present  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  give  joy 
to  the  children.  They  are  unhampered  by  the  usual  requirements  of 
school  and  Sunday  school,  and  are  free  to  use  the  literature  as  an  art. 


CREED  OF  A  STORY  TELLER. 

MISS  EDNA   LYMAN,  CSICAQO, 

Miss  Lyman  opened  her  talk  by  telling  the  story  of  the  "Birth  of  the 
Popular  Tale"  which  drew  a  picture  of  the  unhappiness  of  children  be- 
fore there  were  any  stories,  and  the  change  which  came  into  their  lives 
when  the  tale  of  the  imagination  comes  into  being. 

She  spoke  of  the  fact  that  many  teachers  had  expressed  themselves 
as  tired  of  hearing  about  story  telling,  and  said  that  if  such  a  feeling 
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was  general,  it  was  due,  without  doubt,  to  the  tendency  to  make  story 
telling  a  beast  of  burden  for  conveying  infoi-mation  and  so-called  moral 
or  ethical  instruction. 

She  said  in  part,  "the  byproducts"  have  been  The  absorbing  factor  in 
story  telling;  it  has  seemed  the  significant  thing  that  stoi-y  telling  tends 
to  increase  the  vocabulary,  to  aid  in  memorizing,  to  enlarge  the  power  of 
concentration,  to  cultivate  a  sense  of  humor,  that  it  offers  material  for 
reproduction  and  stimulates  the  dramatic  powers  of  the  child. 

These  results,  valuable  in  themselves,  are  not  after  all,  the  essential 
results  of  story  telling.  Story  telling  is  an  art,  and  as  such  claims  an 
interest  and  justifies  its  use  for  its  own  sake,  for  the  joy  and  delight  it 
gives. 

In  common  with  all  art,  it  gives  inspiration,  it  furnishes  ideals,  it  gives 
permanent  form  to  beauty,  if  creates  an  atmosphere  of  joy  in  which  the 
soul  thrives,  it  frees  the  "play"  spirit  in  man,  it  arouses  bis  great  emo- 
tions, it  intei-])rets  all  life  and  gives  it  meaning. 

If  we  view  story  telling  in  this  large  light,  we  shall  never  find  our- 
selves wearying  of  it,  or  lacking  enthusiasm  for  it. 

The  value  of  art  in  the  education  of  children  is  too  little  regarded, 
We  need  more  of  the  <reed  of  Blake,  the  adherence  to  the  principle  that 
the  great  law  of  beauty,  hannony  in  life,  is  really  the  ultimate  aim  of 
education. 

Instead  of  rralizinj;  that  whene\er  we  give  voice  to  this  great  art,  we 
are  using  a  bi-ejitliiug.  vital  thing  that  brings  its  own  visions,  draws  its 
own  pictures,  and  s}>eaks  to  that  most  responsive  of  all  the  senses  through 
the  ear,  we  have  hound  our  troubadour  hand  and  foot  and  made  him 
serve  us  as  a  slave,  not'sing  to  us  making  life  sweeter,  better,  richer  and 
nobler. 

FMucation  has  as  its  first  function  to  teach  men  to  live.  Whatever 
builds  character  and  makes  them  stronger  and  more  eflicient,  serves  this 
purp<»»e.  \Miatever  inspires  them  to  larger  life  and. fills  them  with  the 
joy  of  life,  as  story  telling  does,  not  only  justifies  itself,  but  places  a 
responsibility  upon  us  for  its  use. 

In  order,  however,  to  keep  stoty  telling  on  the  plane  of  art  we  mnst 
present  material  of  genuine  worth,  and  we  must  jtresent  it  artistically. 

Many  fail  to  do  the  first  because  they  do  not  know  great  classic  litera- 
ture, because  they  lack  the  standards  for  judging  the  dwarfed  and  life- 
less pi-oducts  of  editoi-s  and  compilers,  because  they  do  not  know  the 
sources  of  children's  literature  from  which  artistic  stories  are  drawn, 
and  Iwcause  they  are  absolutely  without  the  enthusiasm  which  comes 
from  a  personal  knowledge  and  love  of  great  books.  The  failure  to  pre- 
sent material  artistically  is  due  in  some  cases  to  a  lack  of  the  gift  of 
story  telling,  the  magnetism,  the  chann,  the  dramatic  power  which  makes 
it  possible  to  tell  stories  at  all.  and  sometimes  it  is  due  to  uncertain 
ideals  and  insufficient  work.  If  "genius  is  a  capacity  for  work."  success 
in  any  field  of  art  depends  upon  the  bard  work  of  the  artist.  Not  only 
must  he  be  ready  to  s[>end  time  iu  the  search  for  and  preparation  of  his 
material,  but  he  must  live  with  the  charactere  of  his  stories,  and  steep 
himself  in  their  atmosphere,  and  study  his  manner  of  presentation  until 
esich  story  is  his  very  own,  and  gains  by  his  intci-i»retation. 
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LETTER  OF  TltANSMITTAL. 

January  2.  liH'-i. 

Hon.  W.  N.  Ferbis, 

Governor  of  Miehigatt:  , 

Sitt — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  thirteenth  annual  pe|Mirt  of  the 
State  Board  of  library  Commissioners' for  the  j-ear  ending  December 
31,  1912. 

Verj"  reBpectfiilly, 

Henry  R.  I'aitex*:! i.i.. 

Pretideiit. 
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RKPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

1912  found  library  matters  in  tbis  state  verr  pFomisiDfr.  a  lai^e  ex- 
tensioD  work  havinf;  been  done  by  both  the  State  Board  of  Library  Com- 
miRSioners  and  the  State  Librarj'.  DurinE  the  bieDuia)  period,  which 
ended  July  1.  1912,  105,000  traveling  library  books  were  sent  out.  The 
ad\"erti8ing  of  this  work  through  the  medium  of  the  educational  trains 
and  the  nork  of  a  representative  of  the  commission,  who  has  visited 
nearly  every  county  in  the  state  during  the  last  year,  has  made  a  large 
increase  in  the  demand  for  these  libraries,  and  a  still  greater  intereet 
and  demand  is  expected  during  the  next  year. 

The  commission  will  conduct  its  usual  summer  courses  in  elementary 
library  methods  for  teachers  at  the  Western  State  Kormal  School  at 
Kalama7.oo  and  the  Northern  State  Normal  School  at  Marquette,  be- 
ginning June  30,  and  at  the  Ferris  Institute  at  Big  Rapids,  beginning 
July  7.  1!H3.  The  board  is  also  glad  to  announce  a  new  course  this 
^■ear  in  connection  with  the  summer  university  at  Bar  View,  beginning 
July  17. 

These  courses  are  not  intended  for  the  professional  training  of  libra- 
rians, but  to  make  the  teachers  moi-e  eflScient  through  an  intelligent  use 
of  books. 

.\  v^ry  elaborate  display  of  library  material  will  be  made  at  these 
places,  and  a  larg^e  amount  distributed  for  the  benefit  of  the  rural  school 
teachers  and  others  who  do  not,  in  any  way,  come  in  contact  with  the 
work  that  is  being  done  on  these  lines.  A  passenger  coach  and  an  ex- 
press car  for  librari'  purposes  constituted  part  of  a  seven-car  train  which 
joume.'V'ed  through  the  middle  and  northern  part  of  the  lower  peninsula 
of  Michigan  to  exploit  the  work  of  the  Michigan  State  Library  and  the 
Ktate  Board  of  Library-  Commissioners.  During  the  two-weeks'  trip 
stops  were  made  at  about  seventy  stations.  The  work  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  the  secretarj'  of  the  commission, 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  K.  D.  Bailey,  county  oi^nizer.  Informal 
talks  were  made  in  the  passenger  coach  fo  teachers,  men,  women  and 
children  and  instructions  given  as  to  how  the  traveling  libraries  might 
be  obtained.  The  exhibition  car  was  hung  with  green,  the  walls  covered 
with  a  fine  collection  of  pictures  repi-esenting  the  best  of  ancient  and 
modem  art.  including  the  work  of  Aniei-ican  artists.  These  pictures 
are  part  of  the  collection  which  is  loaned  to  schools,  granges  and  other 
ot^niz^tions.  Four  lihrjtries  wei-e  placed  here— «  gradeil  school  library, 
a  library  covering  the  ninth  grade  up  to  the  oldest  readers,  a  special 
library  on  agriculture,  and  one  on  domestic  e<'ononiy. 

The  journey  was  made  over  the  Detroit  &  Mackinaw,  Michigan  Cen- 
tral, (Jrand  Trunk  and  .\nn  .\rbor  railroads,  through  whose  kindness 
the  trip  was  made  possible.  The  country  traversed  was  barren  and  un- 
productive, having  only  during  late  years  shown  signs  of  resurrection. 
The  trip  was  strenuous  alt  along  the  line,  but  the  grateful  appreciation 
and  rcs[mn.>!e  pecei\-ed  showed  its  value  and  proved  the  highest  possible 
compensation. 
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STATE  FEDIiRATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 

KJ;P0RT  OP   CHAIRMAN   OF   LtHRARY    EXTENSION  COMMITTEE. 

KeiKirt  of  chainuaD  of  library  extension  coiiunittee.  Tbis  report  will 
be  limited  to  suggestions  for  einb  eSforts  toward  extending  the  usefulness 
of  this  department.  Only  sixty  clubs  sent  reports  of  their  work,  and 
in  these  I  find  but  a  few  have  really  accomplished  much;  but  "little  bv 
little"  are  great  things  done,  so  in  time  every  locality  will  doubtless  be 
supplied  with  good  reading  privileges.  If  each  club  includes  a  member 
who  feels  a  strong  interest  in  library  extension  she  should  Ih"  a  coin- 
mittee  for  this  deimrtinent.  Each  club  program  should  include  a  Libmry 
Day.  A  "book-shower"  could  be  given  for  either  the  loi-al  ur  school 
library.  .V  round  table  discussion  is  interesting.  If  a  public  libraiy 
is  needed  every  effort  should  be  made  toward  creating  tbe  necessary  sen- 
timent which  will  result  iu  the  establishment  of  one  by  the  proper  au- 
thority. A  free  reading  i-ooni  can  be  opened  by  a  club,  donations  of 
books  received,  and  with  this  Iteginning  a  legally  supiM)rted  library  often 
easily  follows. 

Clubs  can  do  unicli  to  improve  the  quality  of  l)ooks  selei-led  for 
libraries.  Buying  eommittees  are  glad  to  i-eceive  lists  of  suitable  books 
to  purchase.  Clubs  have  twught  sci'eens,  chairs,  clocks,  low  tables  and 
tbe  little  chairs  for  children  and  placed  them  in  their  public  library. 
Arrangements  should  be  made  for  extending  the  field  covered  by  the 
library  by  permitting  schools  iu  the  near  rural  districts  to  take  sets  of 
books  for  a  limited  time.  Most  large  libraries  already  do  this.  Residents 
of  the  surrounding  country  should  be  given  the  privileges  of  the  library. 
A  Port  Huron  club  has  a  "'Library  Annex,"  which  especially  co-operates 
with  the  library  board  in  every  way  (lossible  to  extend  the  usefulness  of 
the  library. 

The  traveling  libraries  sent  out  by  the  state  offer  an  unlimiteil  range 
of  u.^efulness.  Rural  schools,  clubs,  granges  and  isolated  country  corners 
should  benefit  by  these,  and  at  least  in  winter  should  be  supplied  with 
one  of  these  well-chosen  sets.  Clubs  of  the  1'pper  Peninsula  ha%-e  ud- 
limited  opiwrtunities  to  help  bookless  communities  in  their  vicinity. 
Every  club  probably  knows  that  a  Hi)ecial  library  will  be  prepared  on 
any  subject  on  request.  The  carrying  out  of  any  program  will  be  much 
more  interesting  by  using  such  a  si>ecial  library.  Each  member  of  a 
registered  club  can  secure  books  upon  the  filing  of  a  properly  signed  loan 
card.  Pictures  can  also  be  borrowed  upon  the  mere  payment  of  trans- 
IK)Ptation  chai^res. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  tJie  new  fields  of  work  constantly  oi)ening  to 
club  women  will  not  cause  them  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  library 
is  the  fundamental  base  of  real  progress. 

Gertrude  Bates  Pri.vdle. 
Chairman  Library  Extension  Committee. 
M.  8.  F.  W.  C. 
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REPORT  OF  R.  I>.  BAILEY. 

RGl'OItT  or  KIKIJ>   WORK  DONE  KItOM  JANIABY   1,  1912,  TO  Lll!:Cli:MBi:it  23,   1912. 

RegiDniug  JanuaiT  second  I  attended  a  series  of  farmers*  institutea 
lield  by  Pnif.  J.  C.  McDowell,  of  the  office  of  Fann  Management  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washinjjton,  D.  C,  in  Miliersburg,  r»ng 
Rapids,  Ilarrisville,  Wliittemore  and  West  Brancli.  As  usual,  at  these 
institutes,  we  accomplish  the  triple  purpose  of  meeting  some  school 
officei-s  or  membei*s  of  granges,  and  the  progressive  element  in  the  farm 
neighboHiood. 

Other  farmers'  institutes  were  attended  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Clare,  Cole- 
man, Auburn,  Saginaw.  St.  Louis,  Flint,  Taro,  Bad  Axe.  Melvin  and 
Armada. 

Then  folIowe<l  a  long  jwriod  of  inactivity  on  account  of  lack  of  funds 
available  for  the  wortj. 

In  the  Better  Farming  train  run  by  the  Agricultural  Coil<^e.  the 
State  Jlmii-d  of  Library  Commissioners  had  a  car  devoted  to  the  pictures 
and  libraries  of  the  loaning  system.  About  three  weeks  were  spent  on 
this  trip  and  stops  were  made  at  i)erhaps  sixty-flve  towns  on  the  lines 
of  the  Michigan  Central,  Detroit  and  Mackinac,  <irand  Tnmk  and  Ann 
Arbor  railroads. 

August  T-14  was  occupied  with  an  exhibit  at  Bay  View  assembly.  This 
particular  time  was  chowu  because  of  the  Rural  Life  Conference  held  at 
that  time  as  a  part  of  the  assembly  |)n)gram.  The  exhibit  consisteil  of 
the  model  five  hnndred-voluine  library;  traveling  libraries  on  agricul- 
ture, nature  study,  domestic  science,  as  well  as  graded  libraries  for 
children,  and  miscellaneous  collection  for  adults.  Tliis  exhibit  prob- 
ably paved  the  way  for  other  library  activities  at  the  assembly. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Commissioner  Tefft,  of  Saginaw  county,  I  was 
permitted  to  meet  the  rural  and  village  teachers  of  the  county  in  meet- 
ings called  at  Ht.  Charles,  Burt.  Hemlock  and  Saginaw  during  the  last 
week  in  August. 

During  the  same  week  every  opportunity  was  given  by  Commissioner 
Kelley  to  present  the  cause  of  traveling  libraries  to  the  teachers  of 
Monroe  county,  at  Monroe. 

During  the  first  week  in  September  I  addressed  the  Michigan  Library 
.\s80cintion  at  Port  Huron,  on  Township  Libraries.  Librari'  condi- 
tions and  needs  in  rural  communities  were  discussed,  especially  in  the 
settled  parts  of  the  state. 

A  traveling  library  was  shown  at  the  Otsego  connty  fair.  Sept.  17-20. 

Perhai>s  one  of  the  most  attractive  exhibits  we  have  ever  made  was 
at  the  Upper  Peninsula  TOdiicational  .\ssociation,  at  Iron  Mountain,  in 
the  beautifnl  ne\V  school  building,  early  in  October. 

The  usual  exhibit  was  made  in  rather  inadequate  and  crowded  ipiar- 
ters  at  the  State  Teachers'  Association  in  Grand  Rapids,  Octol)er  31- 
Xovembcr  1. 

Several  days  were  spent  early  in  November  in  getting  into  toi^eh 
with  abcmt  sixtv  commissioners  of  schools  by  letter  relative  to  atten- 
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dance  at  such  institutes  and  associations  as  thcj  mav  hold  during  win- 
ter of  1912-13. 

A  teachers'  institute  for  Missaukee  county  was  attended  at  Lake  City 
the  third  week  in  November  and  the  work  enthusiastically  received- 
Farmers'  institutes  at  Roscommon,  Dec.  3,  and  Grayling.  Dec.  4,  and 
a  teachers'  institute  at  Mio  I>ec,  6  were  attended,  ^^■e  had  never  done 
library  extension  work  in  Oscoda  County;  but  the  eager  reception  met 
there  makes  me  almost  forget  tbe  fifty  mile  drive  necessary  to  attend 
tlie  meeting. 

ne<-eraber  9-14  was  devoted  to  the  state  grnn^,  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 
It  seems  that  the  traveling  library  here  received  attention  equal  to 
the  combined  interest  sho«Ti  at  three  previous  meetings  of  this  body. 

The  balance  of  the  month  was  filled  with  farmers'  institutes  at  Man- 
ton,  McBain  and  Dover  Town  Hall  in  Lake  county. 


KEPOET  OF  MISS  COSSTAXCE  BEMENT,  ORGANIZER. 

cn.\BLOTTE. 

During  1912  the  free  public  library  of  Charlotte  was  classified  and 
catalogued.  The  librarj-,  of  about  8000  volumes,  which  bad  been  doing 
excellent  work  for  a  good  many  years,  had  only  a  printed  catalogue 
somewhat  out  of  date,  so  the  necessity  of  a  dictionary  card  catalogue 
was  greatly  felt.  A  new  charging  system  was  also  installed,  which 
has  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  the  librarj'.  The  library  is  open 
every  afternoon  and  evening  and  Saturday  mornings.  The  cataloguer 
has  been  assisted  by  Miss  Emily  Robb  and  Mrs.  George  Sherwood,  the 
librarian. 
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ADRIAN    COLLEGE 

The  College  Library  at  Adrian  has  about  7,0(H)  volumes.  These  are 
chiefly  of  reference  works.  It  is  the  plan  of  the  management  to  add 
each  year  certain  books  of  reference  for  the  various  departments  of 
the  collate.  Our  income  is  very  limited,  but  we  make  it  a  point  to  see  that 
some  additions  are  made  each  year.  We  maintain  a  librarian,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  assist  the  students  in  their  reference  work.  In  connection  »-ith 
the  library  there  is  a  reading  room,  which  we  aim  to  keep  supplied  with 
such  journals  and  magazines  as  are  deemed  of  greatest  value  to  the 
students. 

ADBIAN    PUBLIC    LIBRARV. 

In  reporting  the  activities  of  the  library  during  the  last  year  other 
than  routine  business  which  has  been  heavier  than  at  any  previous 
period,  alwut  the  only  item  of  general  interest  is  that  the  city  purchased 
for  f3,00O  the  lot  adjoining  the  librarj'  on  the  east.  This  will  give  the 
same  space  to  the  east  of  the  building  on  Church  Street,  as  is  now  owned 
to  the  south  on  Dennis  Street  and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  beautify 
the  building  and  grounds.  Reference  work  with  school  and  collie,  to- 
gether with  the  Story  Tellers'  League,  whose  object  is  to  encourage  the 
art  of  story  telling  and  the  use  of  classic  and  folk-lore  stories  in  school 
and  other  educational  centers,  make  up  the  balance  of  our  labors  for 
the  year. 

UXIVERSITT    OF    MICHIGAN    LIBRARV. 

The  year  has  seen  the  sum  total  of  accessions  pass  the  300.000  mark. 
The  library  is  becomine  more  and  more  valuable  as  a  resenoir  library 
for  this  part  of  the  country.  Research  workers  are  consulting  it  more 
generally  every  year.  The  librarv-  is  trying  to  sene  a  wider  range  of 
readers  each  year  and  is  desirous  of  helping  readers  in  other  libraries 
throughout  the  state  where  the  more  out-of-the-way  material  is  not 
available.  Early  in  the  year  a  multigraph  was  installed  in  the  library. 
This  machine  has  proved  of  service  not  only  in  saving  much  time  and 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  catalogera,  both  in  the  actual  copying  of  cartls 
and  in  the  amount  of  revision  necessary  (as  one  reading  of  the  proof  is 
sufficient  for  any  number  of  copies!,  hut  also  in  enabling  the  library 
administration  to  send  out  to  interested  {K^rsons  monthly  book  lists, 
statements  of  departmental  accounts,  and  library  nnten  of  various  kinds. 
It  has  also  facilitated  the  work  of  circularization  in  the  re^-ent  attempt 
made  to  complete  the  library's  broken  files  of  serials,  which  has  been 
attended  with  great  success.  The  most  interesting  experiment  of  the 
year  was  the  publication  of  a  Library  Staff  Manual,  which  has  already 
gone  through  three  editions.  The  lirst  edition  was  privately  printed 
by  the  Librarian,  and  the  third  edition  was  published  in  connection 
with  the  celebration  of  the  75th  anniversary-  of  the  founding  of  the  in- 
stitution. The  Manual  has  not  only  been  of  help  to  the  library  adminis- 
tration, hut  has  also  interested  librarians  who  have  similar  problems. 

The  con.«tant  increase  in  the  home  use  of  books  by  students  is  gratify- 
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ing  as  Hhowing  tbat  fltu<1ent!3  are  making  a  latter  iiBe  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. Laet  jear  2.000  more  books  were  borrowed  by  studeDts  for 
home  uxe  tban  iu  an,v  previous  year. 

BATTLE    CREEK    PrUI.IC    SCHOOL    LIBRARY. 

The  Battle  C^reek  Public  School  Library  has  issued  its  first  yearly 
bulletin,  which  contains  a  list  of  the  books  added  during  the  year,  be- 
ginning September  1911,  and  ending  September.  1912.  This  bulletin 
also  contains  tbe  yearly  report  for  the  siime  period.  A  temporary  cata- 
logue for  all  the  required  reading  in  English  in  tbe  high  school  has 
been  made.  A  like  catalogue  for  the  history  is  in  progress.  Our  general 
catalogue  has  been  changed  to  a  dictionary'  catalogue.  Classes  to  teach 
tbe  pupils  tbe  use  of  the  catalogue  aB  well  as  the  reference  books  have 
been  started.  The  work  among  the  schogl  children  and  teachers  has  been 
especially  satisfactory,  both  at  the  main  desk  and  in  the  children's  room. 
A  brancii  library-  is  contemplated  in  one  of  our  schools,  but  as  we  are 
so  centrally  located  we  do  not  find  it  extremely  necessary. 

nrnMINGIIAM    PrBLlC   LIBRARY. 

Niimher  of  volumes  in  library 3,634 

Number  of  volumes  added   2i)5 

Circulation— Fiction    4.879 

Juvenile   2.342 

Non-fiction     930 

Total    8,151 

CALfMET  I'l-BLir    MBRABY   CALUMET  AND    HECLA    MINING   CO. 

Total  number  of  volumes .35.367 

Total  number  of  i>ictures   10.962 

Total  number  of  clippings 7.07fi 

Total  number  of  photoffi-aphs  564 

Total  number  of  Underwood  travel  tours 29 

Circulation — Rooks  and  magazines   164.208 

Pictures    10,710 

Clippings    3,154 

Travel   tours   S5S 

<iames     1.368 

Attendance  at  story  hour 1,576 

Readers  in  reading  room 73,972 

Registration 9.395 

CHARLOTTE    FREE     PUBLIC    LIBn-llCV, 

At  ]iresent,  we  are  quite  active  in  cataloging,  the  work  being  under 
the  very  efficient  Rnpep\'ision  of  Miss  Constance  Bement  of  Jjansing. 
When  completed,  we  think  the  library  will  be  worth  much  more  to 
the  patrons  than  it  ever  has  been  before.  Our  cireulation  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  reference  department  by 
the  students  of  our  schools,  which  is  very  gratifying  to  us. 
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DSrniOlT  FUBUC  LIBKARY. 


The  Detroit  Public  Library  has  made  some  progress  during  the  past 
year  in  its  efforts  to  replace  its  antiquated,  incommodious,  and  dingy 
building  with  a  new  and  up-to-date  building  suited  to  modem  library 
needs  and  more  creditable  to  a  progressive  city  like  Detroit.  The  city 
made  an  appropriation  of  $250,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site.  Thie  has 
been  select  and  steps  have  been  taken  for  its  purchase.  The  location 
is  on  the  west  side  of  Woodward  Avenue,  on  the  south  side  of  Kirby. 
The  frontage  on  Woodward  Avenue  is  350  feet  and  the  depth  500  feet, 
running  through  to  Cass  Avenue  on  which  it  also  has  a  frontage  of 
350  feet.  This  is  improved  property  occupied  by  dwellings,  all  of 
which  are  old-fashioned  and  of  vei^  little  value.  Eight  different  owners 
must  be  dealt  with  in  acquiring  this  property.  With  four  of  them  the 
terms  of  purchase  hnve  been  agree<l  upon.  In  the  case  of  the  other  four 
condemnation  proceedings  in  the  court  are  necessary  and  a  suit  has 
been  already  instituted.  This  is  likely  to  take  several  months,  so  that, 
in  all  probability,  the  work  of  actual  construction  cannot  begin  before 
the  spring  of  1914. 

In  the  meantime,  the  work  of  choosing  an  architect  and  preparing 
plans  can  go  on.  It  is  well  understood  that  there  will  be  some  form 
of  competition  in  selecting  an  architect.  Tliis  matter  is  likely  to  be 
soon  settled.  The  preparation  of  the  plans  must  require  careful  study 
and  deliberation.  For  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  the  libraries  of 
other  large  cities  are  and  have  been  doing  a  committee  of  the  library 
board  recently  made  an  extended  tour  of  observation.  They  saw  many 
libraries  and  the>-  saw  the  plans  of  new  buildings  in  Brooklyn  and 
Philadelphia,  now  in  course  of  erection,  or  about  to  be. 

The  increase  of  branch  libraries  has  been  steadily  growing.  The  gift 
of  Mr.  rarnegie  has  enabled  the  board  to  push  this  work.  The  three 
buildings  begim  a  year  ago  are  approaching  completion.  Two  of  them 
will  be  opened  in  November;  the  third,  probably  in  January.  Three 
others  are  in  progress  and  are  expected  to  be  finished  inside  of  a  year. 
In  the  case  of  one  of  them  the  walls  are  up  ready  for  the  roof;  another 
shows  the  walls  well  up  and  for  fhe  third  the  plans  have  been  appro\-ed 
and  the  architect  is  instructed  to  let  the  contracts  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Field  Avenue  branch,  built  in  1005,  has  been  found  too  small.  The 
board  has  bought  the  adjoining  lot  and  has  an  appropriation  to  double 
the  capacity  of  the  building.  The  architect  has  been  instructed  to  have 
the  foundations  in  before  winter. 

The  work  known  as  library  extension,  which  consists  of  stations  in 
fart<iries,  social  centers,  department  stores  and  other  similar  agencies, 
has  lieen  found  so  useful  and  popular  that  they  have  been  doubled.  The 
library  defKisits  200  to  300  books  in  each  of  these  stations  and  sends  a 
library-  assistant  from  two  to  six  times  a  week  to  attend  to  the  issuing 
of  library  cards  and  the  distribution  of  books.  Lecture  courses  and 
reading  rooms  add  to  the  attractions.  These  stations  serve  a  good  pur- 
pose of  getting  persons  into  the  reading  habit  and  ultimately  bringing 
them  for  more  extended  study  to  the  main  library  or  to  a  branch  librarj-. 
They  prove  of  great  value  to  the  industrial  classes. 
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BAST  LAN8ISG    MICHIGAN   AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE   LIBRARY. 

The  general  library  contains  31,475  volumes;  tbe  library  of  the  experi- 
ment station,  4,427.  Total  in  both  libraries,  35,902  volumes.  Circula- 
tion of  books  during  year.  7.734, 

ESrANABA   CARNEOIE  PrBLIC  LIHRARY. 

Circulation  for  tlie  past  year,  4ft,S19. 

AccesRiouR,  !)43  volumes. 

An  art  exhibit  was  held  in  Novemljer,  consiRting  of  repPoductioDS  in 
color  and  sepia.  A  book  day  wtir  then  beld,  tbe  children's  books  at- 
tracting the  moat  attention.  Miss  Wilhelinina  Van  der  Haagen  bas 
been  appointed  librarian  in  pla<'e  of  Miss  Helen  Gorton, 

GRAND    HAVEN    nRLIC    SCHOOL    LIBUAEY, 

Number  of  volumes  in  library   3,05B 

Books  added  during  year   2(Mi 

Circulation  for  year 15,818 

The  reading  room  is  well  supplied  with  periodicals,  and  was  used 
by  4,117  persons  this  past  year.  The  libi-arian  attended  the  summer 
school  at  tlw^  Kalamazoo  Western  State  Normal.  A  Carnegie  library  to 
cost  $12,500  1b  to  be  built  the  coining  year,  and  it  is  hoped  the  interest 
and  use  of  the  library  will  be  increased. 

nfDSON    PUIILIC    LIRRART, 

Nothing  new  particularly  has  been  done  in  the  librai-i-  this  year.  The 
regular  work  shows  a  [nT>wing  amount  of  reference  work  for  the  schools 
and  the  sei'cral  study  clubs  of  tbe  city.  Inuring  tbe  winter  we  have 
the  ator>'  hour  for  the  children  everj-  Saturday  morning.  We  have  no 
separate  room  for  the  children. 

IRON    MOLNTAIN    CAKNEfilE    PIBMC    LIBRARY. 

The  children's  room  in  the  library  is  being  established.  The  walls 
have  licen  decorated,  steel  stacks  ordered  and  the  room  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  the  first  of  the  year.  The  pictures  which  ix-ere  borrowed  from 
the  State  I-ibrary  already  decorate  the  walls.  1.000  books  have  been 
added  to  the  library  during  the  year,  and  the  circulation  is  41.582.  being 
an  increase  of  about  fi.OOO  over  the  previous  year.  The  services  of  Mis.s 
Mary  Carjienter,  who  was  trained  in  the  school  for  children's  libnirians 
in  Pittsburgh  has  been  obtained  for  the  children's  room. 

ISnpEMlNfi  CARNEGIE  PI'BI.IC  LinitARY. 

Circulation  for  tbe  year 83,079 

Additions  to  the  library 1,530 

Tlie  past  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one  for  the  library.  >'umber 
of  readers'  cards  is  now  10,124,  about  9.000  being  actively  cin*ulated. 
There  are  17.000  volumes  in  the  library  and  the  popuIati«m  (»f  the  city 
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is  now  12,448.  Quite  a  number  of  repairs  and  refamishjngs  about  the 
library  this  year  bare  made  tbe  place  much  more  attractive,  both  the 
adult  and  the  children's  reading  rooms  gaining  in  usefulness  by  the 
outlay.  Much  reference  work  is  being  done  evenings  by  tbe  high  school 
students  when  their  own  school  library  is  closed.  A  special  effort  has 
been  made  this  year  to  provide  liberally  for  this  student  work  and  for 
study  in  tbe  women's  chibs.  Aiming  to  subscribe  for  every  periodical 
that  can  make  the  Poole's  Index  and  Readers'  Guide  the  best  kind  of 
help  in  reference  work,  the  magazine  list  is  unusually  large  for  a  small 
library.  The  library  work  of  a  mining  town  nith  its  community  of  so 
many  different  nationalities  and  many  grades  of  intelligence  requires 
considerable  thought  in  book  selection  in  order  to  bring  about  the  best 
results,  but  it  is  exceedingly  interesting  work. 


JACKSON    PUBLIC   I 

The  following  is  a  list  of  statistics  covering  the  library: 

Volumes  added  during  vear 2,919 

Total  volumes  in  library 39,0l2 

Total  circulation  for  year 115,787 

Registered  borrowers 6,417 

LANSING  PrBLIC   SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

The  iibnir>'  has  had  n  steady  growth  during  the  past  year.  There 
were  issued  from  the  Central  Library  (54.449  volumes  and  from  tbe 
branches  8,79fl  volumes,  making  a  total  circulation  of  71,248  volumes, 
an  increase  over  last  year  of  5.609  volumes.  1,320  cards  were  issued 
during  the  year  and  1,217  cancelled,  making  the  total  number  of  cards 
in  force  6,323.  The  work  in  the  Reference  Department  has  also  in- 
creased. 

The  weekly  story  hour  at  tbe  library,  stories  at  the  city  play  grounds 
and  at  the  meetings  of  a  mothers'  club,  have  been  features  of  the 
children's  department.  A  collection  of  illustrated  editions  of  children's 
books,  called  the  "Oold  Star  Collection,"  has  bewi  started  for  the  use 
of  parents  and  teachers,  the  books  later  to  be  put  into  the  regular  juve- 
nile class. 

The  librarv-  is  used  by  several  clubs  of  the  city.  Seven  of  the  extension 
lectures  of  the  University  of  Michigan  were  given  in  the  Librarj-  during 
the  winter  and  spring  months. 

During  tbe  year  2.71.1  volumes  have  been  adde<l  to  the  Library,  making 
a  total  of  22,066  volumes  in  the  Library  Sept.  1.  1912.  The  duplicate 
copies  of  magazines  and  discarded  books  unfit  for  binding,  but  still  of 
some  use  although  too  worn  for  general  circulation  are  sent  to  several 
teachers  at  the  Industrial  School,  by  whom  they  are  much  appreciated. 

Two  days  were  given  to  instnietion  in  the  use  of  the  library  to  the 
students  of  the  ninth  grade  of  the  high  school,  taking  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  for  a  class  period.  In  connection  with  the  English  Depart- 
ment of  the  schools  the  grade  libraries  were  sent  out  six  times  during 
the  year,  making  nn  approximate  total  of  17,280  books  read. 

Receipts    $8,916.72 

Expenditures 6.521.05 

Salaries    2,312.46   ^Qqle 

Books    l.Usir      ^'^ 
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LUDIN<rrON   CAaNEQIB  PUBLIC  LIBEABT. 

Tlie  library  takes  45  magazines  and  newspapers. 

Number  of  books  in  library   9.000 

Number  of  borrowers   3,755 

Number  of  volumes  issued  duriug  year 12,587 

Amouut  of  fine  money  for  overdue  bopks {    40.19 

Amount  of  rental  money  for  the  183  volumes 

on  The  Penny  a  Day  Collection  102.02 

The  books  in  the  reference  room  are  iised  a  great  deal  by  the  four 
literary  clubs  and  the  high  school  students. 

HANI8TGE   CITV,   PUBLIC    AND   SCHOOL   LIBRARY. 

Some  years  ago  the  school  libi-ary  of  this  city  was  loaned  to  the  public 
library  and  has  l)ecome  a  part  of  our  collection.  The  public  library  is 
used  freely  by  the  schools  and  school  children  in  all  phases  of  the  work, 
but  we  do  not  keep  a  separate  reiMM-d  of  this  use,  except  the  books  taken 
by  tiie  teachers'  cards. 

MEXDON   TOWNSHIP   KREE   IMBLIC    LlltRARY, 

Annual  circulaton  of  books 11,051 

Annual  circulation  of  magazines 4,678 

Amount  of  fines  collected f2ti,So 

Number  of  books  purcliased  185 

Additional  magazines  are  Pan  American,  American  Boy,  National, 
Collier  and  Metropolitan,  making  4ti  magazines  in  all.  Readers*  Guide 
has  been  added  to  the  periodical  literature,  and  five  new  book  stacks 
have  iM-en  installed. 

MENOMIXEE  SPIES  PIBLIC  LIBILVRY. 

Number  of  b(H>ks  circulated  during  year 32,15S 

Number  of  Imrrowera  registered 1.932 

Number  of  books  added   58l> 

Total  number  of  books  in  libraiy 1 .991 

To  the  reference  collection  there  were  addexl  the  following:  Webster's 
New  International  T>ictionar>- ;  Reader's  Ouide  to  Periodical  Literature; 
and  the  New  Intemalional  Encyclopedia,  inclnding  the  Course  of  Study 
and  the  1910  Yearbook.  The  lihmry  has  assisted  the  members  of  the 
Art  Stndy  and  Woman's  Clnhs  in  the  preparation  of  their  programs  and 
in  individual  papers.  The  work  with  debaters  has  been  an  imiKirtant 
feature.  The  question  of  commission  form  of  government  for  cities  was 
debated  by  the  Knights  of  Pohimbiis  and  also  by  the  high  school  stu- 
dents. Material  for  these  debates,  as  well  as  others,  in  the  foi-m  of  news- 
paper clippings,  copies  of  city  chariers.  pamphlets  and  books,  has  been 
collected  and  circulale<i.  A  gi-eat  deal  of  effort  has  l)een  put  into  the 
work  in  the  children's  room.  New  books  and  lists  on  s|tei'ial  aubjecfs 
have  been  advertised  by  means  of  picture  bulletins  and  jiosters  phu-e*]  <m 
the  bulletin  board.  Four  fi-amed  juctures  borrowed  fnun  the  State 
Library  were  hung  on  the  walls.     In  October,  a  story  hvun-  was,l>egun, 
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couducled  by  Ihe  librarian  on  Tlmrsdays  at  4  o'clock.  The  atfenilanee 
has  averaged  70.  A  Boy  Scout  troop  has  t)een  oi-ganized.  and  the 
library  is  used  as  headijuarters. 

MONROE  CITY  LIBRARV, 

Number  of  vohiines  in  library  7.772 

Number  of  volumes  added 256 

Number  of  borrowers 1,117 

MTRKEGOX  IIACKLKY  ITBLIC   LIBRARY.     ■ 

Total  numl)er  of  books  in  lihrary 4ft,(iS;t 

Books  added  dnrinf;  year I,ftl4 

Number  of  persons  holding  cards fi.520 

Because  of  the  art  gallery  a  number  of  art  books  are  among  the 
year's  purchases.  Many  gifts  have  been  i-eceived  by  the  library,  among 
them  Ifi  portfolios  of  reuroductions  of  French  and  German  art  given  by 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Hills. 

MLES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  activities  of  the  lihrary  have  been  somewhat  impaired  during  the 
year  by  a  scarlet  fei'er  epidemic  that  was  prevalemt  in  the  city  for 
several  montiis.  The  effects  were  noti<'eable  both  in  the  reference  and 
the  circulating  departments.  The  nimibei-  of  books  loaned  for  home  use 
was  lf).747.  this  being  just  2.00O  less  than  the  number  issued  the  year 
previous.  547  volumes  were  added  to  the  library,  making  the  present 
contents  7.505  volumes.  Among  the  accessions  were  a  number  of  valu- 
able reference  works.  B,v  a  bequest  8e\eral  valuable  sets  of  books  were 
added  to  the  Library  this  year,  a  complete  set  of  Harper's  monthly  being 
among  the  most  acceptable.  More  than  a  hundred  volumes  of  valuable 
magazines  were  also  prewnted  as  a  gift  to  the  Tjibrary.  The  Woman's 
progressive  league  of  Niles  appointed  a  committee  this  year  to  work  in 
the  interest  of  the  Library',  to  assist  in  securing  I>e1:ter  appi-opriations 
from  the  council,  to  arrange  for  a  series  of  lectures  on  various  subjects 
to  be  given  in  the  library  auditorium  and  to  co-operate  with  the  librar>' 
boartl  in  making  the  library  more  helpful  to  all.  We  were  fortunate 
in  having  with  na  last  spring  librarians  from  neighboring  cities  and 
townships  for  a  library  round  table.  Mis«  Walton  of  the  Ypsilanti 
state  normal  school  was  in  charge  of  the  round  table  and  Miss  Preston 
of  Ionia  gave  a  very  helpful  talk  on  children's  books.  Short  talks  were 
given  by  several  of  the  visiting  librarians  and  the  meeting  proved  roost 
helpful  and  enjoyable, 

SAfJINAW    EAST  SIDB   PUBLIC    LIBRARV. 

The  work  of  i-eoi^anization  l>egun  in  August.  Iflll.  was  continued. 
The  books  are  now  marked  and  shelved  according  to  the  classification 
with  the  labels  and  guides  necessary  in  an  open  shelf  library. 

The  number  of  children  using  the  library  has  increased  greatly  as  a 
result  of  giving  them  the  freedom  of  the  shelves  in  their  section  even 
though  we  cannot  pmvide  a  children's  room.  t  lOOQlC 


20  REPORT   OF    BOARD   OF    LIBRARY   COMMISSIONERS. 

The  success  of  the  branch  started  in  one  of  the  school  buildings  last 
;ear  encouraged  us  to  send  more  books  this  jear. 

A  meeting  of  the  Farmer's  Institute  here  in  January  gave  an  op- 
portunity for  a  display  of  books  and  a  public  invitation  for  thosa 
present  to  visit  the  library.  A  list  of  books  of  interest  to  the  farmer 
■was  publislied  in  the  papers  in  coDuection  with  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Institute.  Some  new  borrowers  were  brought  to  the 
library  as  a  result. 

A  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  on  city  government  were  sent  to 
the  city  hall  for  use  by  the  charter  CMnmission  which  has  been  at  work 
on  a  new  city  charter. 

We  have  just  started  a  rent  collection. 

TTie  number  of  bocJts  in  the  library  June  30,  1912,  was  19,302.  The 
circulation  was  58,214,  an  increase  of  21,630  over  last  year. 

STURGIS    CABSEBIE    FHEB    PUBLIC    UBRAHY. 

The  year  1911  found  the  library  more  active  than  any  year  since  moving 
into  the  new  building  in  190S.  The  circulatiou  is  increasing,  and  the 
reading  rooms  better  patronized.  The  juvenile  reading  room  is  a  very 
busy  place  after  school  hours,  so  many  of  the  little  ones  come  in  to  read 
the  magazines  who  do  not  draw  books.  The  teachers  are  among  our 
best  patrons,  and  the  schools  use  the  library  for  all  of  their  work  and 
appreciate  it,  as  the  school  library  is  not  very  larne.  The  library  is  kept 
open  everj-  day  in  the  week,  Sundays  not  excepted.  Is  open  on  that  day 
from  3  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m.,  and  is  appreciated  by  strangers  stopping  in 
our  city,  as  well  as  the  citizens  who  cannot  have  the  privilege  during 
business  hours. 

Circulation  during  year 5,821 

Books  added    '. 125 

Magazines  subscribed  for 27 

of  which  7  are  juvenile. 

Papers  subscribed  for  ....,..., 8 

TECfMSEH   PLUr.IC  LIRRART. 

Xuniher  books  issued  for  home  iise 17,599 

Fiction.  Gay.  ;  .Juvenile,  23'/r;  Solid,  lO'/r. 

Number  new  cards  issued 258 

Number  cards  in  force 1,629 

Nuralwr  books  in  Librarv  June  30,  1911   5,159 

Additions    ". 201 

De«luctions -  151 

Number  books  in  Librarj-  June  30,  1912 5,209 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES. 

Books  classiOed  and  labeled  according  to  Dewey  Decimal  system.  Work 
witb  women's  clul>e  and  the  schools.  Instruction  of  school  children  in 
library  usage  bepun. 

Purchase  of  stereographs  and  stereoscopes  for  educational   purposes. 
Purchase  of  some  new  apparatus,  as  book  supports,  magazine  covers 
and  ^^^-  D,3nz.,j,>L.OOglC 
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Pay  collection  of  fiction  recently  inatalled. 
Addition  by  gift  of  fine  collection  of  mounted  Michigan  birds. 
Two  good  pictures  hung  in.  Children's  Room,  gift  of  Civic  Improve- 
ment  Society. 

THREB    BIVERS  FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Number  of  volnniea  in  library 12,200 

Circulation 30,579 

During  the  year  the  usual  series  of  library  lectui-es  were  given  to  the 
school  students  and  a  round  table  was  conducted  by  the  librarian  to 
discuss  the  school  library  needs  and  methods  of  instruction  in  library 
science.  The  round  table  was  attended  by  the  library  board  of  directors, 
the  school  board  and  the  teachers.  Under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  librarian  about  400  volumes  of  the  school  librarj'  are  being  classified 
and  catalogued  by  the  English  students.  The  long  and  very  serious 
illness  of  the  librarian  necessitated  the  omission  of  the  story  hour  and 
many  plans  for  library  extension,  which  will  be  carried  into  effect  the 
coming  year. 
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LTBEABY  TRAISIN(5  I^  Sl'MMER  SCHOOLS. 

FERUIS  ISSTlTrTE.  Bid   RAI'IDS. 

josi:piiinis  o'flyxn,  lvstrvl-tor. 

The  work  at  tlie  Ferris  infititute  during  the  summer  of  1012,  was  the 
most  aatisfactorr  since  the  course  was  estiiblished  there  iu  1910.  One 
hundred  and  three  pupils  enrolled  in  the  class  and  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  hold  four  recitations  a  day  in  order  to  take  care  of  them.  Al- 
though the  number  was  ^-ery  large,  the  standard  'was  quite  as  high  as 
during  the  last  two  seasons.  More  high  school  teachers  and  nomial 
graduates  took  the  course  than  iu  the  two  former  summers  combined 
and  in  additicHi  a  number  of  young  men  taking  the  college  prei>arator>' 
work.  These  latter  wish  to  know  how  to  use  a  librarj'  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage when  they  start  their  university  work  this  fall. 

The  lists  of  graded  poems  and  vocational  training  were  treraendonsly 
popular,  and  after  the  week  of  children's  literature  given  by  Miss  Sulli- 
van, the  collection  of  Imoks  on  myths  and  legends  was  vei^-  widely 
circulated. 

The  Globe-Wemicke  company  of  Cincinnati  presented  all  the  mem- 
l)ers  of  the  classes  with  a  list  of  the  World's  best  books,  edited  by  H.  W. 
Mabie. 


WESTERS  STATE  XOKMAL  SCHOOL,  KALAMAZOO. 

ESTHER    BRALEY,    INSTRUCTOR. 

The  course  in  libran-  methods  in  the  Wwtem  State  ;ionnal  school 
followed  the  plan  of  the  last  two  years  of  dividing  the  course  into  two 
parts,  general  and  technical. 

Tft-enty-six  different  studctitw  enrolled,  of  whom  five  took  both  courses; 
sweral  who  could  not  elect  the  couine  for  credit  were  in  almost  con- 
stant attendance.  The  personnel  of  the  class  was  above  the  average,  and 
as  the  members  of  the  class  included  grade,  high  school,  domestic  art 
and  rural  teachers,  with  one  college  student,  one  librarian  and  two 
teachers  in  charge  of  the  ward  school  libraries,  the  points  of  view  were 
so  varied  as  to  make  the  work  more  than  usually  broad. 

In  the  general  course,  taught  by  Miss  Bmle>'.  simple  classification,  the 
use  of  the  card  catalogue,  and  indexes  to  periodicals  were  cmered  dur- 
ing the  first  two  weeks  with  three  lectures  on  the  organization  of  nin- 
terial;  the  two  classes  combined  for  Miss  Sullivan's  lectures  the  third 
week ;  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  weeks  wre  given  to  the  study  of  reference 
books,  with  problems,  and  general  questions  of  library  administration. 
Fifteen  minutes  of  each  hour  were  used  for  oral  re\'iews  of  l>iH>kK  by 
the  students,  and  one  more  formal  re\-iew"  was  handed  in  during  llie 
course.  This  plan  has  seemed  particularly  successful,  for  in  this  way 
students  have  been  able  to  become  acquainted  with  a  larger  number  of 
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bwtkH  than  tliey  could  have  examined  pertsonatlj',  as  each  student  took 
notes  on  tbc  books  reviewed. 

The  Iwhnical  couine,  which  was  given  by  Miss  French,  consisted  of 
purely  mechaDicnl  processeK  nece8«ary  to  the  oi^anization  of  small 
Rchooi  libraries;  (bese  processes  being  reduced  to  their  simplest  and  most 
practical  forms.    The  time  was  divided  as  follows: 

Jime  25. General  introduction. 

June  2IJ-2fl ,  .Accessioning. 

.July  1-3,  5 CiasaiJication, 

July  S-12 Special  lectures. 

July  15-16 Classificntion. 

July  17 Cutter  numbers, 

July  1819 Shelf-listing. 

July  22-:{l Cataloguing  and  subject  headings. 

Aug.  1 Supplies  for  oi^nizing  libraries. 

Both  faculty  and  students  showed  their  appredatioo  of  the  opportunity 
of  ezamiuing  the  collection  of  children's  books,  and  several  classes  in 
literature  and  reading  for  the  grades  made  daily  use  of  the  librai^. 


NORTHERN   ST.\TE   NORSIAL  SCHOOL.   MARQUETTE. 

MABEL  C.  TRUE,  INSTBfCTOR. 

Sixteen  students  took  the  summer  work  in  library'  methods  at  the 
Northern  state  normal.  Several  others  who  could  not  enroll  r^uiarly 
as  menibei-s  observed  each  day.  With  two  exceptions,  all  took  both 
courses. 

The  technical  course  aimed  to  give  ver>-  simple  instruction  in  putting 
a  small  ci»lle<'tion  of  I>ooks  into  workable  shape.  The  other  coarae  was 
more  inspirational  striving  to  give  reasons  for  having  a  school  library, 
showing  ways  and  means  of  getting  one  and  familiarizing  all  with  the 
best  literature  for  children. 

The  collection  of  500  children's  books  was  used  continually  not  only 
by  membei-s  and  visitors  of  the  class,  but  by  other  classes  and  teachers. 
Discussion  of  these  books  in  class  bel|>ed  to  interest  all  in  examining 
and  rending  many  of  them,  and  brought  out  many  original  ideas.  Rook 
reviews  aided  in  fixing  more  definitely  certain  vague  fads  among  mem- 
bers of  the  class.  The  special  collections  on  vocational  training  and  l>oy 
scouts,  added  to  the  library  this  past  ye-ar.  attracteil  much  attention. 
One  of  the  Normal  students  was  leader  of  a  local  scout  organization  and 
brought  his  Imys  down  to  see  the  books  along  that  line. 

Miss  Sullivan,  of  Cbicago.  gave  s}>ecial  lectures  on  children's  litera- 
ture the  week  of  August  Iflth. 

Results  fmni  the  sunmiei's  work  were  very  satisfactory.  Most  of  the 
members  of  the  class  were  fonner  teachers  and  were  most  appreciative 
of  the  work  and  the  ojiportunity  of  becoming  more  familiar  with  good 
hooks  for  children.  All  saw  the  pi'actical  and  cultural  value  of  having 
books  in  their  schools  aside  from  the  regular  reference  books. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATIOS. 

LIBRARY  SECTION. 

The  library  section  met  in  tlie  lecture  room  of  the  R.verson  library. 
Grand  Kapid»,  at  9  o't-lock  a.  m.  Friday,  Xowmber  3.  The  walls  of  the 
iet'tMre  room  were  adorned  with  water  paintings,  a  pnrt  of  the  current 
exhibit  of  the  Philadelphia  Water  Color  society;  nevertheless  the  attrac- 
tive pictures  did  not  swerve  the  attention  of  the  lai^  audience  from 
the  projirara  of  the  section. 

Miss  Florence  M.  Hopkins  of  the  Central  high  school,  Detroit,  presi- 
dent of  the  section,  welcomed  the  section  and  inti'oduced  Miss  Fanny  D, 
Ball  of  the  B^'erson  library  staff,  whose  address  is  apiiended  in  full. 
Her  subject  was  "State  and  Ubrarj-  Aids  in  Securing  and  Selecting 
Books."  In  the  discussion  that  followed,  numerous  suggestions  for  ob- 
taining carefnlly  selected  lists  were  brought  out. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Newberry  of  the  reference  department  of  the  New  York 
public  library  presented  the  next  paper  on  "Correlation  of  the  Library 
with  English  Comi>oNition  (Graded)."  The  paper  is  given  in  full, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Ferrey  of  the  Mtcbigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  society,  of 
Lansing,  addressed  the  section  on  the  topic  "Tlie  Michigan  Pioneer, 
with  Available  Collections,  for  the  Story  Hour  and  History."  Mrs.  Ferrey 
stated  that  in  the  volumes  of  the  society  was  to  be  found  the  tmly  ade- 
quate history  of  Michigan,  and  gave  several  examples  in  illustration  of 
this  statement.  These  examples  revealed  not  only  corrections  of  com- 
monly accepted  bits  of  history',  hut  also  material  strikingly  adapted  for 
storv-hour  purposes,  "We  bury  more  history  each  year  than  we  re- 
port," she  stated  and  (juoted  the  saying  of  one  of  the  audience  that  we 
would  find  Peter  White  a  siibject  nearer  to  us  than.  Peter  the  Hermit. 
Mrs.  Ferrey  spoke  of  the  lessons  of  human  sympathy  and  mutual  help- 
fulness that  abound  in  the  pioneer  tales  and  in  conclusion  told  in  stori- 
hour  form  the  narrative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  women  of  the  backwoods 
days  of  Michigan. 

Supervisor  of  Grades  Oliver  G.  Fi-ederick  of  l>etroit,  pi-esented  the 
last  topic.  "Some  Standards  for  Selection  of  Poetry  and  Pictures  in  the 
Grades."  He  gave  the  keynote  to  his  discourse  by  stating  that  we  give 
too  much  attention  to  making  a  living  and  not  enough  to  making  a 
life.  The  value  of  education  as  a  preparation  for  the  rational  enjoyment 
of  leisure  is  too  much  neglected.  The  Greeks  seemed  more  advanced. 
They  spent  more  for  a  certain  production  of  "Oedipns,  the  Kin(f"  than 
the  entire  cost  of  the  Peloponecian  war. 

A  recent  writer  answered  the  question  of  "Wby  men  drink"  by  saying 
that  men  in  liquor  threw  off  personal  limitations,  and  felt  more  free, 
more  important  in  individuality.  There  ai-e  better  methods  of  attainiag 
the  stature  of  a  larger  being.    The  imagination  is  gateway  of  ivor>-. 

We  do  not  sufficiently  cultivate  the  imagination ;  we  speak  of  doing 
it,  but  do  not  do  it.  However,  the  scientist  is  a  dreamer;  Bell  dreamed 
of  5.000  'plumes  in  Boston.  Stephenson  of  a  greater  power  in  speed 
and  load  than  the  horse;  neither  of  them  dreamed  big  enough.     The 
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world  today  dematids  the  dreamer  who  dreams  the  dream  that  caa  be 
made  to  come  true. 

The  speaker  dwelt  upon  what  he  considerefl  an  abuse  in  tlie  choice  of 
poems  offered  to  children.  "The  Psalm  of  Life"  or  "Crossing  the  Bar" 
means  little  if  anything  to  children,  much  as  it  may  mean  to  those  whose 
hair  begins  to  show  streaks  of  gray.  Objective  poems  were  to  be  pre- 
ferred, such  as  Gray's  Elegy,  or  "The  Landing  of  the  pilgrims"  or  "Break, 
Break,  Break,"  where  there  is  a  succinct  and  vivid  picture  in  every  line, 
which  can  be  visualized  by  every  child. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Ranck.  librarian  of  the  Ryerson  library-,  hazarded  a 
discussion,  as  he  said,  by  venturing  the  criticism  that  there  was  some 
danger  in  overdoing  the  matter  of  pictures  with  the  younger  children. 
From  the  librarian's  point  of  view,  the  thing  desired  is  to  develop  an 
impulse  toward  good  reading. 

Mr.  I^wis  of  Port  Huron  made  the  point  that  after  all  flie  reading 
that  an  eighth  grader  has  done,  thei-e  are  but  few  of  them  that  have  a 
taste  for  good  I'eading.  The  ston'  of  a  picture  well  brought  out  can  be 
made  of  great  value. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Pattengill  of  Lansing  felt  that  too  often  the  high  school 
teacher  gets  between  the  pupil  and  the  author,  with  syntax  and  dry  as 
dust  biographical  facts  concerning  the  author. 

A  great  wave  of  applause  greeted  his  statement  that  the  recent  critic 
of  the  public  schools  in  "The  readies'  Home  Journal"  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  the  public  schools!  He  tamed  hie  batteries  upon  much  of 
the  stuff,  such  as  lists  of  govemoi-s  or  Koman  emperoi-s,  as  pupils  are 
often  compelled  to  memorize  to  no  good  pui-pose. 

Mrs.  Frederick  Tmmen  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  has  given  a  |>ermanent 
testimonial  of  her  sentiment,  in  the  fxingfellow  monument  in  front  of 
the  Byerson  library,  made  a  plea  for  the  value  of  putting  each  pupil 
in  the  possession  of  a  handful  of  jewels  in  the  shape  of  poetical  quota- 
tions. These  things  abide,  enrich  and  sustain  the  later  life  and  we  are 
grateful  for  therh  when  more  ostensibly  practical  studies  have  long  since 
been  forgotten. 

Under  the  head  of  business,  the  following  resolution  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Arbaugli  of  Ypsilanti  and  adopted: 

Whereas,  Since  the  position  of  school  librarian,  in  many  places,  is 
not  yet  recognized  as  requiring  Ihe  educational  qualifications,  nor  is 
recompensed  with  the  salarv-  of  that  of  a  teacher;  and 

Whereas,  The  demands  made  upon  such  a  position  and  its  possible 
value  in  promoting  educational  growth,  its  educational  breadth,  its  eX' 
ecutive  ability,  its  teaching  possibilities  and  its  direction  of  cultural 
reading,  call  for  a  highly  qualified  teacher;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  library  section  of  the  M,  S.  T.  A,  express  itself  as 
recognizing  the  educational  value  and  growth  of  library  work,  and  when 
such  work  involves  teaching,  the  use  of  books  as  tools,  directing  the 
policy  of  a  school  library,  selecting  largely  the  books  forming  the  library, 
that  the  position  be  recognized  as  equivalent  in  salarv,  status  and  re- 
quired qualifications  with  those  of  supervisors  of  special  subjects,  or  at 
least  those  of  a  high  school  teacher  of  the  local  school  system. 

A  nominating  committee  named  by  the  chair  and  consisting  of  Miss 
Ball  of  Grand  Rapids,  Miss  King  of  Jackson  and  Miss  Hoffman  of 
Ypsilanti,  reported  as  follows:  ,  r 
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For  Chairman — Mr.  W.  B.  Arbaugh  of  Ypeilanti. 

For  Secretary — Mr.  David  K.  HeiBeman  of  E>etroit. 

Tlie  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Miss  King  of  Jackson  moved  a  committee  of  fire  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  condition  of  school  libraries  in  the  state. 

Mr,  Heineman  of  Detroit  stated  that  this  work  had  been  done  yeai-u 
ago  by  the  state  board  of  library  rommisRioners  and  if  it  would  be  of  any 
value  to  have  it  brought  up  to  date  by  a  now  compilation,  he  was  sure 
the  board  would  be  glad  to  do  it  on  request.  The  in  completeness  of  the 
early  report  was  due  to  the  great  diflBculty  of  getting  answers  from 
each  township  or  school  district. 

He  suggested  that  the  most  valuable  aid  the  section  could  give  would 
be  to  have  the  committee  ask  the  legislature  to  uiak^  more  compulsory 
the  application  to  library  purposes  of  money  from  fines.  A  substitute 
motion  to  this  effect  was  carried  unanimously.  The  chair  appointed 
Miss  Ball  at  the  head  of  the  committee,  the  remainder  to  be  appointed 
later. 

The  section  then  adjourned. 

David  E,  HbiSbman,  Secy. 


BOOKS— VALUE,  USE  AND  CARE. 

MARY   A.  NEWBEBHY,  N,   Y.  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

What  ought  our  boys  and  girls  to  know  about  books  when  they  have 
finished  the  eighth  grade?  This  is  no  doubt  a  peculiar  question  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  supposed  to  know  a  great  deal  to  enter  the 
high  estate  of  high  school.  But  let  me  ask,  "What  do  our  boys  and 
girls  know  about  books  whai  they  have  completed  the  work  of  the 
grades?"  flranting  that  the>'  may  know  a  suflScient  amount  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  books  to  pass  certain  required  examinations  it  is  still  a 
truth  that  they  know  nothing  about  the  books  themselves.  Very  rarely, 
indeed,  can  they  give  the  author  of  the  best  liked  book.  They  distinguish 
their  books  by  size,  as.  the  big  geography ;  by  age,  as.  the  new  reader ;  or 
by  color.  In  this  last  perhaps  they  sin  in  good  company-^witness  the 
Yellow,  Blue,  Green.  Olive  and  Red  fairy  booses  of  Andrew  Tjang, 

But  back  to  our  question.  Does  it  seem  strange  to  you  that  our  boys 
and  girls  should  know  how  to  care  for  a  book,  how  to  open  it,  how  to 
protect  it;  that  they  should  be  able  to  tell  where  to  find  an  index,  a 
table  of  contents,  the  names  of  an  author  or  publisher,  when  the  book 
was  published  and  where;  that  they  should  know  the  resources  of  that 
most  valuable  tool — the  dictionai^;  that  they  should  be  able  to  tell 
where  the  nearest  library  is  and  upon  what  terms  they  may  borrow 
books  from  it;  that  they  should  know  what  the  State  library  is  willing 
to  do  and  upon  what  conditions. 

These  items  may  be  well  known  to  you  but  did  you  gain  this  knowl- 
edge in  the  liest  way  and  with  the  least  expenditure  of  time,  or  is  it 
rather  the  result  of  much  experience.  All  workmen  are  supposed  to 
know  the  use  of  their  tools  and  to  be  skilled  in  handling  them,  the 
carpenter  his  hammer  and  saw.  the  mason  his  square  and  compass;  and 
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shall  we  dejd'ive  the  pupil  of  our  school  the  jiroper  knowledge  of  his 
tools-books,  rt  has  been  said  hy  one  who  sliould  have  known  better 
that  any  b<iy  who  did  not  know  these  things  was  not  worth  teaching 
them.  Such  a  rule,  whereby  we  might  learn  only  that  which  we  already 
knew  would  indeed  he  a  sad  one  for  determining  a  course  of  atody. 

Collies  are  demanding  that  our  high  schools  jjive  instniction  in  the 
use  of  books  and  it  is  only  over  in  Wisconsin  that  the  state  is  to  require 
that  such  instruction  be  given  in  the  high  schools.  It  has  been  true  in 
the  history'  of  education  that  what  was  required  by  one  educational 
institution  of  another  was  sooner  or  later  required  by  that  one  of  the 
school  next  below  it.  Witness  the  effect  our  college  entrance  require- 
ments have  had  on  the  elementary  school  work  as  well  as  the  secondary'. 
And  there  are  those  who  claim  its  far  reaching  influence  is  evident  in 
the  kindergarten.  So  sooner,  rather  than  later,  the  high  schools  are 
going  to  demand  that  much  of  this  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  books 
and  the  library-  must  be  given  in  the  grades.  Already  this  demand  has 
had  utterance.  But  there  are  two  other  very  valid  reasons  why  such 
instruction  should  he  given  in  the  grades. 

First:  Much  of  the  material  to  be  taught  is  better  suited  to  the 
interests  of  the  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools  and  adapts  itself  more 
readily  to  correlation  with  the  work  of  the  grades.  That  is  it  can  be 
taught  with  les»  expenditure  of  time  and  energy-  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  pupil  and  to  the  latter  is  an  investment  of  his  time  which 
will  bring  compound  interest  on  the  principal. 

Second:  I>ess  than  2.T  per  cent  of  our  rural  school  pupils  complete 
the  work  of  the  grades  and  if  we  reach  the  immense  number  who  drop 
out  this  insti-uction  must  be  gi\'en  where  they  are,  namely  in  the  grades. 
Such  information  is  needed  sadly  by  the  great  mass  of  people  living  in 
the  cities  or  upon  our  farms.  Books  are  one  source  of  knowledge,  amuse- 
ment and  inspiration  and  so  a  knowledge  of  the  proper  care  and  use 
of  books  and  a  familiarity  with  nearby  librarj'  facilities  should  belong 
to  everj-  one. 

Already  the  groans  of  the  <>\er-burdened  teacher  of  our  rural  and 
graded  schools  soimd  forth.  And  there  is  a  just  reason  for  them.  Read- 
ing, history,  numbers,  arithmetic,  language,  grammar,  physiologv'.  pen- 
manship, orthography,  civil  government,  geography,  agriculture,  and 
spelling  must  be  taught.  I  am  quoting  from  a  model  program  sent  to 
the  rural  schools  of  one  of  the  counties  of  Michigan.  For  the  grade 
teacher  there  is  music,  drawing,  manual  training,  nature  study,  and 
slor>-  telling  to  take  the  place  of  some  of  the  subjects  which  her  rural 
sister  must  teach  and  a  large  number  of  children  usually  to  work  with. 
Tills  siime  model  pr<qn^m  lists  .tl  classes  of  3,  1ft  or  15  minntes,  two 
recei4)  periods  of  15  minutes  each  and  an  hour's  nooning.  I  think  most 
of  us  quite  agree  that  ."il  classes  a  day  till  that  day  quite  to  the  brim 
and  the  caution  to  -'Begin  and  end  each  session  exactly  (m  lime"  makes 
it  necessary  to  strip  away  all  non  essentials  and  to  wnste  no  time.  Here 
let  me  say  that  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  books  as  tools  on  the  psirt 
of  your  pupils  is  a  short  cut. 

Inadequate  equipment  is  another  condition  to  be  faced  and  we  must 
realize  that  often  the  dictionary'  and  the  pupils'  own  hooks  are  the  ma- 
terial with  which  we  must  work.  M  is  not  fair  to  expect  the  twicher 
to  provide  further  equipment  from  her  own  purse.     Once  (Jlie^d^jljdn'n 
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see  the  need,  and  once  they  convince  the  parent,  the  school  district 
hoard  may  be  more  willing  to  add  the  beet  dictionary  which  all  may 
use  rather  than  a  beautiful  chart  which  is  of  «8e  to  no  one.  exc©i>t 
possibly  the  agent  who  receives  the  commissioa.  Now  what  can  be  done 
under  these  adverse  conditions  of  crowded  course  of  study,  too  many 
classes,  and  inadequate  equipment,  to  give  our  boys  and  girls  the  knowi- 
ed(je  which  ought  to  be  theirs,  I  can  tell  you  what  has  bwn  done  in  some 
places  and  trust  that  the  solution  of  your  own  special  problem  may  come 
to  you. 

As  it  is  difficult  and  unsatisfactory  to  work  with  an  iadefinite  time 
in  mind,  let  us  take  the  five-minute  period  of  our  rural  school  teacher 
and  see  what  can  be  done. 

After  the  routine  work  of  classifying  and  assigning  lessons  has  been 
completed  and  while  new  books  are  still  the  order  of  the  day,  five  minutes 
may  well  be  spent  in  an  object  lesson  on  the  proper  opening  of  a  new 
book.  "I^y  the  book,  back  downward,  on  the  desk  or  smooth  surface, 
rrens  the  front  cover  down  until  it  touches  the  table,  then  the  back 
cover,  holding  the  leaves  in  the  one  hand  while  you  open  a  few  at  the 
hack,  then  at  the  front,  alternately,  pressing  them  down  gently  until 
you  reach  the  center  of  the  book.  Bepeat  sev-eral  times  if  necessary." 
Each  child  can  take  part  in  this  although  it  would  be  wise  to  see  that  all 
hands  are  clean,  else  telltale  marks  will  be  left.  In  fact  this  law  of 
cleanliness  has  far  wider  application  than  in  the  opening  of  new  l>ooks, 
and  cannot  be  too  soon  or  too  much  insisted  noon. 

The  entire  school  likewise  will  be  interested  in  the  little  i>oem  of  the 
"Goops,"  although  it  is  best  adapted  to  the  primary  grades.  Several 
teachers  have  said  that  this  poem  read  aloud,  written  on  the  blacklioard 
or  learned  has  had  a  salutary  as  well  as  simitan'  effect  upon  the  books 
and  other  belongings  of  the  school.  The  Maxson  bookmark  will  take 
the  place  of  the  "Goops"'  in  the  intermediate  grades. 

The  first  rainy  day  newspapers  may  be  supplied  for  wrapping  up 
the  books  to  be  taken  home.  These  same  papers  some  of  the  boys  or 
girls  will  be  glad  to  bring  to  school  and  keep  in  order.  Cord  for  tying 
the  packages  may  be  secured  in  the  same  way.  or  from  the  mysterious 
depths  of  the  boy's  pocket. 

One  five  minutes  could  be  used  to  talk  about  the  care  of  books  in  the 
home.  How  they  should  be  placed  out  of  reach  of  the  babies,  and  if  it 
is  necefwary  to  study  in  the  kitchen  how  to  protect  both  the  table  and 
the  Irook  with  a  paper.  The  i-ecipe  of  bread  cnunbs  for  erasing  soft 
pencil  marks  is  one  easily  followed  and  usually  welcomed  by  the  care- 
ful boy  or  girl.  A  little  roller  of  transparent  gummed  tape  kept  on  the 
teacher's  desk  will  do  wonders  with  torn  edges  and  leaves  and  is  both 
inexpensive  and  quickly  applied. 

An  illustrated  talk  on  how  to  make  an  inexpensive  book  cover  will  be 
followed  by  noons  and  recesses  spent  by  a  goodly  number  in  manufac- 
turing from  wrapping  paper  the  desired  protector. 

The  use  of  unsized  slips  of  paper  for  bookmarks  may  be  emphasized, 
especially  as  they  are  convenient  for  notes  of  the  extent  of  the  lesson, 
questions,  etc.  You  see  that  instead  of  telling  the  boys  and  girls  ^wliat 
not  to  do.  as  turning  down  leaves,  marking  with  pencils,  force  is  gained 
by  making  the  suggestions  positive., 
'  Perhaps  the  most  difficult  thing  will  be  to  de\elop  a  sense  of  responsi- 
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bility  for  booke  loaned  on  the  part  of  the  borrower.    Tbis  note  wiiich  I 
chanced  to  see  the  other  day  may  help. 

"The  man  who  markR  a  borrowed  book. 

And  makes  tlie  ends  and  comers  look, 
Dc^  eared,  ragged  and  infirm. 

He  ie  an  insect  and  a  worm." 
or 

"There  is  also  a  girl  I  liave  known. 
Who  to  turn  dott-u  the  comers  is  ppoije; 

She  thinks  it  won't  show, 

Bnt  would  she  do  so, 
If  these  books  were  really  her  own?" 

So  much  for  the  care  of  books  accomplislied  in  six  periods  of  five 
minutes  each.    Now  for  the  use  of  books. 

This  cannot  be  well  done  in  the  five-minute  periods  as  the  time  is  too 
short  and  the  appeal  is  not  common  to  all.  However,  three  or  four 
lesson  periods,  be  they  language,  literature  or  reading  will  bring  about 
the  desired  result. 

Grades  4  and  5  or  5  and  C  or  better,  grades  4  and  5  and  fi  in  the 
rural  schools  will  be  found  equally  interesting  in  the  o[)ening  of  their 
language  book  or  their  reader  to  the  title  i>age  and  in  reading  wHiat  is  to 
be  found  thereon  with  the  new  and  added  meaning  now  given  by  the 
teacher.  Tbej-  learn  the  diflfei'eiice  between  title  and  explanatorv  title. 
The  author  gradually  takes  on  a  peraonaiity  as  they  learn  that  he  is  a 
professor  of  literature  in  some  noted  college  or  whatever  information 
the  notes  and  honorarv  titles  may  give.  His  book  is  now  more  apt 
to  t>e  dignified  by  his  name  than  to  be  referred  to  as  that  "little  red 
histor;-."  An  example  of  the  use  of  abbreviations  which  is  less  strained 
than  some  is  also  at  hand. 

They  ma.v  be  taught  to  distinguish  between  author  and  editor,  and 
the  meaning  of  the  term  edition  may  be  made  clear.  Next  in  order 
is  the  publisher's  name  and  addrena  and  sometimes  the  date.  The  copy- 
right date  should  be  noted  and  here  is  olFered  a  live  means  of  presenting 
a  dead  subject  in  the  civics  class  of  the  eighth  grade.  This  may  be 
enough  for  one  class  time  and  no  donbt  will  neeil  reviewing  with  some 
of  the  other  textbooks  common  to  these  grades,  .\no1her  class  time 
may  be  devotetl  to  the  preface,  table  of  contents,  lists  of  illustrations, 
maps,  chapter  headings,  paging,  topical  analysis,  notes,  and  book  lists 
and  references.  The  thinl  class  pericHl  may  well  be  given  to  a  review 
of  this  and  the  teaching  of  the  use  of  the  index.  If  the  school  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  possess  WJf^ns  &  Smith  Oolden  Xiuiibera  or  Repplier's 
Book  of  famous  verse,  review  and  practice  in  the  use  of  various  kind  of 
indices  are  possible.  The  two  index  volumes  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer 
and  Historical  Collections  may  well  he  used  for  this  practice  if  it  is  in 
your  school.  Mr.  Blair,  whom  many  of  you  have  heard  yesterday  or  to- 
day reported  an  interesting  experiment  which  he  tried  in  a  sixth  grade. 
Tft"elve  pupils  were  given  twelve  texts  to  find  all  they  could  about  the 
cotton  gin  with  no  instniction  as  to  how  to  go  about  it.  In  five  minutes 
results  were  called  for.  5  had  the  topic.  3  found  it  but  could  not  tell  bow. 
2  "didn't  have  it  in,"  3  could  not  find  it.    With  this  as  a  starting  point 
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the  difTerence  between  a  table  of  contents  and  an  index  was  developed. 
He  sajs  verj'  well  "In  our  zeal  to  teach  children  how  to  nee  tools  and 
utensils  in  the  manual  training  and  domestic  science  rooms,  let  us  not 
fail  to  take  time  and  care  to  teach  them  how  to  use  a  book,  the  greatest 
labor  saving  machine  ever  invented." 

Of  course  one  lesson  will  not  fix  all  these  points  in  mind,  but  a  timely 
review  of  paging  of  various  kinds  in  the  arithmetic  lesson,  locations  of 
publishing  houses  in  the  geography  class,  and  constant  use  of  the  index 
in  theh-  textbooks  will  deei>en  the  first  impression. 

Again  bills  made  out  for  books  of  certain  kinds  to  supply  the  school 
will  lend  variety  to  the  arithmetic  lesson  and  give  training  in  letter- 
writing  and  business  forms.  The  World  Almanac,  so  fall  of  varied  ma- 
terial, has  been  used  most  sticcessfully  in  teaching  the  use  of  an  index 
to  the  7th  and  8th  grades.  They  are  interested  in  the  contents,  the  last 
high  jiunp  record,  the  base  ball  scores  of  other  days  and  absorbs  the 
requii-ed  knowledge  quite  unconsciously. 

The  terms  learned  as  author,  publisher,  editor,  printer,  binder,  book 
seller,  hook  agent,  copyright,  index,  contents,  preface  etc.,  may  sei-\e 
as  a  spelling  lesson. 

Now  for  the  use  of  the  dictionary.  Ijet  us  remember  that  iu  teaching 
thoroughly  the  alphabet  to  the  beginnei-s  and  first,  second  and  third 
grade  pupils  we  are  laying  an  excellent  and  necessary  foundation  for 
future  work  in  the  use  of  books.  When  one  sees  high  school  pupils 
wasting  time  in  using  mcyctopedias  one  is  inclined  to  return  to  the 
days  of  the  A  B  C's  for  comfort  and  help.  Of  course  this  is  somewhat 
against  modem  teaching  but  without  exact  knowledge  of  the  exact 
pri^ression  of  the  A  B  C's  we  stand  mute  and  helpless  before  the  many 
tools  based  upon  this  progression — telephone  and  city  directories,  dic- 
tionaries, encyclopedias,  book  and  magazine  indices  to  mention  only  a 
few. 

Not  long  ago  I  read  the  "The  most  successful  teachers  are  generally 
those  who  consult  the  dictionary-  oftenest  and  with  the  greatest  facility, 
and  who  teach  their  pupils  the  value  of  constant  reference  to  this  vast 
storehouse  of  accurate  information."  The  Merriam  Co.,  of  Springfieid. 
Mass.,  send  out  on  request  material  useful  and  suggestive  in  this  train- 
ing. When  the  child  knows  how  to  use  bis  own  dictionary  or  that  be- 
longing to  the  school  with  speed  and  accuracy  it  is  a  comparatively 
simple  matter  to  develop  the  idea  of  a  dictionary  or  encyclopedia  in 
several  volumes,  a  service  which  will  do  much  for  the  consenation  of 
the  child — his  time  and  temper. 

Then  too  the  dictionary  habit  is  a  valuable  one  to  cultivate.  A  friend 
spends  15  or  20  minutes  each  day  studying  the  dictionary  and  claims 
a  better  diction  and  finer  discrimination  in  the  use  of  words  as  a  result. 
Of  course  we  can  always  think  of  the  man  who.  when  he  purchased  a 
new  dictionary,  said  he  now  possessed  all  the  books  ever  written  in  the 
English  language. 

In  the  eighth  grade  civics  class  in  which  the  Cth  and  7th  grades  may 
well  join  at  least  for  these  lessons,  the  librarj'  facilities  of  the  school 
district,  the  township  and  county  may  be  discussed.  .A.  study  of  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  State  library  may  l>e  made.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  a  collection  of  pictures  or  a  set  of  books  loaned  by  the  State 
library  vitalizes  this.    I  l>elieve  it  is  l>ecause  so  few  of  our  people,  much 
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less  than  one  half  jd  the  t^tate  of  Micliigan,  know  what  i-cal  live  library 
service  is  that  they  are  content  to  live  on  as  they  are  without  books. 
And  if  we  ever  have  a  citizenship  ready  to  support  libraries  we  must 
b«gin  early  to  show  them  what  libraries  and  books  can  do  for  tbeiu. 

There  is  still  one  field  of  influence  of  which  I  have  said  nathinji;.  That 
is  the  joy  of  reading.  It  is  here  that  the  inadequate  equipment  strikes 
its  deeiiest  blow.  But  the  reading  of  a  bit  of  l>eautiful  poetry,  of  in- 
spiring biography,  of  part  of  a  good  Iwok.  the  outlining  of  a  good  story 
or  the  telling  of  one  offer  many  opportunities  for  the  wise  guidance  of 
the  reading  of  those  placed  under  our  charge.  And  while  all  too  con- 
scious of  our  i-estrictions  let  us  remember  that  the  book  read  and  reread 
until  it  l)ecomes  a  part  and  parcel  of  our  very  life  moulds  character, 
and  that  after  all  it  is  quality,  not  quantity  that  counts. 


STATE  AND  LIHRARV  AIDS  FOR  TUE  r<ELE(TION  OF  BOOKS. 

FANNY    D.    BALL,    RYER80S    LIBRAItY. 

One  of  the  necessities  in  every  school  is  a  suitable  working  supply  of 
books  to  be  used  in  supplementary  work  of  all  grades  and  books  for 
general  reading  as  well.  Unlike  some  of  the  other  necessities  the  supply 
is  abundant  and  the  prices  are  not  going  up.  a  fact  for  which  to  be 
thankful,  but  are  Incoming  more  moderate  all  the  time.  There  is  one 
firm  of  publishers  at  least  putting  out  standard  literature  at  ;i  and  5 
cents  a  copy.  The  paper  is  good,  the  print  clear,  and  the  covers  are  of 
stout  paper  whirli  will  last  some  time  if  treated  with  reasonable  care. 

But  how  can  we  know  which  are  the  best  and  most  desirable  books 
for  the  puri'oBes  of  the  teacher,  or  for  the  mother  who  wishes  to  guide 
the  reading  of  her  children?  What  aids  are  there  in  the  selection  of 
books  for  older  people? 

A  number  of  very  excellent  books  have  been  written  on  the  subje<'t  of 
children's  reading.  Two  are  published  by  McClurg  &  Oo.  One  is  called 
"Finger  Posts  to  Children's  Reading"  ($1).  by  W,  T.  Field,  This  is  full 
of  excellent  advice  and  suggestions  to  teachers  and  mothers. 

The  other  is  "A  Mother's  List  of  Children's  Books."  bv  A.  C.  Weld 
(ID. 

This  contains  short  descriptions  of  each  lK)ok.  The  lM»oks  arc  listed 
for  children  of  different  ages  and  under  vai'ioiis  subjects  such  as  Handi- 
craft, Iliography  and  History,  Science  and  Animal  stories  and  so  on. 

Another  book,  "Children's  Books  and  Reading."  by  M.  J.  Moses,  N. 
Y..  1907,  (Mitchell  &  Kennerley,  publishers),  also  gives  many  good  sug- 
gestions and  in  the  apj)endix  has  a  bibliography  of  biK)k-lists. 

For  other  sources  of  help  we  can  depend  on  older  schools  and  libraries 
which  have  already  tested  the  value  of  numlK'rs  of  books  and  have  pul)- 
lished  the  results  of  their  experience  in  their  manuals  and  lists. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  lists  or  catalogues  is  the  1!M)4  cata- 
logue of  the  American  Library  Association.  This  is  a  list  of  8.000 
standard  books  on  subjects  suitable  for  a  school  or  public  library.  It 
gives  price  of  book,  publisher  and  other  information  useful  to  the  pur- 
chaser and  to  the  librarian.    The  A,  L.  A,  catalogue  for  1011  is  a  sup- 
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plement  to  ibe  19IM  catalogue  and  contaios  approved  bo<^B  published 
since  1904.  For  iofonnatiou  in  r^ard  to  books  as  they  come  out,  the 
A.  L.  A.  book  list,  an  annotated  list  of  new  books,  published  monthly,  is 
very  useful. 

For  schools  just  starting  class-room  libraries  or  grade  libraries,  the 
State  library  and  the  State  library  commissioners  ofifer  many  helpful 
WatH  and  suggestions,  such  as  a  first  selection  of  500  children's  books. 

Lists  of  Books  on  Polk-Iore. 

Books  on  Public  and  School  Hygiene. 

Books  for  High  School  Libraries,  etc. 

Their  lists  of  books  for  the  traveling  libraries  give  an  interesting 
variety  for  children  and  adults.  And  the  annotated  list  of  reference 
books  for  schools  and  public  libraries  is'most  excellent. 

The  Michigan  Historical  Society  with  headquarters  at  Ijanning  furnish 
valuable  assistance  for  the  study  of  local  history  in  the  publication  of 
papers  and  letters  relating  to  local  Michigan  histon,'-  These  volumes 
are  furnished  to  public  or  school  libraries  on  application. 

Other  states  also,  through  their  library-  commissioners  or  throngh 
their  departments  of  public  iustnietton,  offer  like  aids  in  book  selec- 
tion. From  the  state  superintendent  in  Wisconsin  may  be  obtained  a 
very  complete  list  of  books  for  township  libraries,  also  a  pamphlet  on 
plays  and  games  for  children,  and  a  list  for  high  school  libraries.  The 
State  librarj'  commissioners  of  Iowa  have  issu^  a  list  of  books  recom- 
mended for  a  children'.i  library  which  was  cwnpiled  by  Miss  Moore. 
RUpcr\isor  of  the  children's  room  in  the  N.  T.  public  library.  The  State 
library  commission  of  Indiana  also  furnishes  good  lists  for  schools.  Tlie 
department  of  public  instruction  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  publishes  new 
helpful  lists  of  books  for  elementary  and  rural  schools. 

Then  the  large  libraries  of  the  country  have  compiled  many  useful 
and  interesting  (helpful  and  suggestive)  lists. 

The  Tamegie  Library  at  Pittsburgh  issues  a  catalogue  of  1,000  chil- 
dren's bocAs,  and  lists  for  children's  reading  at  5  cents  each. 

The  Buffalo  Public  Library  has  a  list  of  weH  selected  class-room  lib- 
raries fop  30  cents. 

The  Brooklyn  Library.  N,  Y,,  has  two  fine  lists  compiled  by  Miss  C.  W. 
Hunt  at  5  cents  each,  called  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls,  and  The  Child's 
Own  Library. 

The  St,  .Joseph  Public  Library  has  a  reading  list  for  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  10  copies,  25  cents. 

The  Newark  Public  Library  has  published  a  Boys'  and  Girls'  list  at 
5  cents,  also  books  for  school  room  libraries,  and  one  hundred  of  the 
best  novels  at  .30  cents  a  hundred. 

This  latter  list  may  also  be  obtained  from  K.  H.  Hunting,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

The  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  Minneapolis,  has  well  selected  ten  dollar  book- 
lists for  rural  schools,  10  copies  for  25  cents.  They  are  also  publishers 
of  the  Mflxon  l>ookmark,  and  Are  you  a  Goop?  bo(j£mark  and  others 
(see  back  of  bookmark). 

The  Hartford  Public  Library  publishes  a  good  list  of  Books  for  Boys 
and  Girls,  compiled  by  Miss  Caroline  Hewins,  which  could  be  obtained 
for  15  cents. 

The   librarian    of   the   State  Normal   Collie  at   Ypsilanti   has   had 
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printed  a  vmt  lielpful  pamphlet  on  500  Books  and  How-  to  Buy  Them. 
This  give«  hints  on  the  pnrchasing  and  tiie  care  of  books,  and  lists  of 
available  books  under  various  snbjects.  Some  of  yon  donbtles»  are 
acquainted  iwith  the  pamphlet.  Miss  Walton  has  also  reprinted  the 
Cleveland  Librarj'  list  of  "sixteen  children's  books  every  teacher  should 
know." 

For  aids  in  selecting  books  on  nature  study,  besides  the  list  offereii 
by  the  State  Library,  the  State  Agricultural  College  sends  out  on  re- 
quest valuable  and  ivell  illustrated  bulletins  on  Michigan  weeds  and 
insects.  They  ha\-e  also  published  a  finely  illustrated  book  on  (.'ommou 
Michigan  Birds  at  a  price  of  75  cents  cloth,  or  CO  cents  pai>er. 

The  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Agriculture  furnishes  a  great  amount  of  material 
for  the  study  of  plants,  animals  and  foods  in  its  fanner's  bulletins, 
which  may  be  had  for  the  asking. 

The  Bureau  of  Education  also  has  bulletins  on  natui-e  study  and 
school  gardens. 

If  teacbei-s  are  looking  for  hints  on  selecting  a  professional  library, 
the  Kansas  Xormal  Collie  has  prepared  a  live-foot  list  of  books  cm 
Pedagogy,  and  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  has  a  professional  list  of 
one  hundred  titles  for  teachei-s.  If  a  shorter  list  than  either  of  these  is 
desired,  McClurg  &  Co.,  Chicago,  can  furnish  the  three-foot  shelf  list 
prepared  by  the  educational  department  of  the  Teachei-s'  Collie  of  Chi- 
cago University. 

Many  of  the  book  publishers  issue  catalogues  which  are  helpful  not 
only  in  the  selection  of  books  but  for  other  purjMises.  Their  numerous 
illustrations  of  authors  and  other  subjects  often  furnish  excellent  ma- 
terial for  class-room  use,. 

The  books  published  by  these  various  houses  for  supplementary  read- 
ing in  the  schools  are  most  of  them  uniform  in  size,  print  and  binding, 
are  well  gotten  up  and  are  to  be  commended  for  their  general  ex- 
cellence and  moderate  price.  But  since  the.v  have  no  distinctive 
binding  or  makeup  for  individual  books,  the  pupil  is  unable  to 
tell  from  the  outside  ai>pparance  of  the  book  whether  he  is  reading 
I>ickens'  Christmas  Carol,  Ir\'ing's  Sketch  Book  or  some  fairy  story. 

The  pleasure  in  rending  a  book  depends  on  its  individual  character. 
If  that  character  is  indicated  in  the  makeup,  by  some  approi)riate  and 
artistic  binding,  surely  it  must  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  Niok  and 
help  in  recalling  memories  of  it  afterwani. 

It  is  undesirable  in  a  school  library  to  buy  complete  sets  of  any 
author's  work  as  many  of  the  volumes  would  never  be  used:  for  no 
author  is  at  his  best  in  all  of  his  books.  If  a  pupil  is  made  aniuninted 
with  an  author  through  some  of  his  text  books  in  the  school  librar,v,  he 
ma.v  tr,v  others  for  himself  as  he  has  opportunity. 

To  obtain  some  critical  estimate  of  new  iHioks  besides  the  conuuents 
in  the  A.  L.  A.  l>ook-list,  the  book  review  departments  of  ditfeivnt  maga- 
7Ane»  give  helpful  criticism,  though  they  cannot  always  be  accepted  as 
final  in  their  estimates.  The  School  Review  and  the  Educational  Review 
(Journal  of  Education)  would  keep  one  informed  about  new  text  books 
for  schools,  while  The  Nation.  The  Outlook.  Current  Literature,  the 
Book  Review  Digest,  or  the  Dial,  are  sj)ecialt,v  useful  for  reviews 
of  general  literature. 

It  might  be  of  iutei'CBt  to  some  to  have  mention  made  of.the  sources 
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fnr  ubtaininf;  pictures  to  illnstrate  work  in  geography,  oature  stndy 
aii<]  other  subjects. 

There  are  a  Diiniher  of  flriDs  w'ho  publish  such  illustrative  material. 

A.  W.  Mumford  of  Chicago,  and  Geo.  F.  Brown  of  Beverly,  Mass., 
TBiil  provide  good  nature  pictures  for  schools  in  sets  of  ten  or  more. 

The  Copley  Prints  give  a  flue  selection  from  the  great  artists  and  their 
publiBhers,  Curtis  and  Cameron,  will  send  a  catali^ue  to  teachers  on  re- 
queat. 

,\.  W.  Elson  &  Co..  Boston,  make  a  specialty  of  art  for  schools,  and 
the  H.  K.  Turner  Co.  of  Boston  will  send  a  beautiful  art  catalogue  to 
anyone  engaged  in  educational  work. 

For  persons  interested  in  postals  of  historic  places,  those  of  Washing- 
ton's headquarters  in  New  York,  or  of  Independence  Hall  in  Philadel- 
phia, are  easily  available  by  sending  to  the  curators  of  those  buildings. 

Many  beautiful  folders  illustrating  the  wonders  of  our  ■western  scenery 
may  l>e  obtained  from  the  tireat  Northern  Railway,  The  Union  Pacific 
and  iitlier  western  railroads. 

You  have  in  your  hands  the  list  of  some  of  the  state  and  library  aids 
for  book  selection,  fand  lime  does  not  permit  of  anything  more  than  this 
brief  mention  of  them)  as  you  see  by  consulting  the  list  they  are  all 
inexpensive  and  easily  available,  and  I  think  the  Grand  Rapids  high 
school  can  soon  add  to  these  lists  already  named  a  revised  list  of  books 
on  vocational  giiidance  and  a  suggested  list  of  the  ten  best  books  on 
vocational  giiidance. 


ri'PKR  PEXINSrL.\  EDrCATIONATv  ASSOCIATION. 

LIBRARY  SECTIOX. 

The  library  se<'tion  of  the  Upper  Peninsnla  Educational  Association 
met  Friday  morning,  October  4.  Miss  Flora  Elsie  Hill,  of  the  Northern 
State  Nonual  School.  Mai-quette.  was  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Marj-  C 
Spencer,  of  I.^nsing,  secretary".  A  display  of  library  equipment  and 
books  was  made  in  connection  with  the  section. 

A  iKtper  was  read  by  Miss  Anna  Roach,  of  Ironwood.  on  the  drama 
for  children. 

A  paper  entitled  "Literature  for  Children,"  was  given  by  Miss  Edna 
Whitenian.  of  the  Camegie  Lihrar>-,  Pittsburgh.  A  transcript  of  this 
paper  follows  in  this  report. 

Mr.  Ranck  of  Public  Library.  (Jrand  Rapids,  made  some  remarks  on 
"the  school  library."    An  al)sfract  of  these  remarks  follows  this  report. 

A  general  discnssion  followed. 

Miss  Pearl  A.  Margison.  of  Crystal  Falls,  was  elected  chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  of  Lansing,  secretary  for  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  Ranck  also  addressed  the  general  assembly  on  the  new  township 
librarv  law.     An  abstract  of  his  address  also  follows  this  report. 
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LITERATURE  FOR  CHILDREN. 

TALK  GIVEN  BY   MISS  EDXA  WIIITEHAN    BEFORE  THE  UBRARV  SECTION  OF  THE 

UPPER    TENJNSrLA    EDUCATIONAL    ASSOCIATION,     IRON     MOIXTAIN, 

MirHlfiAN.  OCTOBER,    1012. 

Primarily  the  piirjmse  of  librori'  work  willi  children  is  to  lead  to 
bonks — to  open  up  the  world  of  bnoks  to  the  child.  One  o£  the  misttions 
of  the  IJbrarj'  is  to  create,  foster  and  satisfy  a  desii-e  for  good  reading 
and  to  bring  to  the  child's  notice  in  attractive  ways  tlie  great  literature 
of  the  world  which  is  within  his  mental  reach  and  suitable  for  him, 
not  only  because  it  is  a  matter  of  education  to  become  acquainted  with 
this  literature  but  I>ecause  of  the  joy  it  brings — broadening  the  mental 
horizon  and  enlarging  the  nature. 

The  greatest  requisites  tlien  for  the  librarian  working  with  children 
are  an  understanding  of  children  and  a  kuowletige  of  tbeir  books.  She 
should  have  a  knowledge  of  children  in  geuenil,  of  types  and  classes. 
of  individual  childi-en  with  whom  she  is  associated  almost  daily,  and 
sufficient  acquaintance  with  children's  literature  to  be  able  to  direct 
their  reading.  While  it  is  not  possible  to  lead  everj-  child  to  the  best, 
we  can  lead  towards  it.  To  supply  only  specific  demands,  to  give  chil- 
dren only  wbat  they  demand,  often  excludes  variety  of  interest  and  much 
beautiful,  poetic  and  vital  literature,  but  to  take  advantage  of  present 
tastes  to  guide  a  child  to  better  things  aud  other  interests  is  an  oopor- 
tuuity  not  to  be  missed.  There  are  many  ways  of  introdncing  books  to 
children,  jirobably  the  most  important  is  personal  influence  in  everyday 
contact  with  the  children,  resourcefulness  in  bringing  to  their  atten- 
tion individual  bo<ikB,  noems.  stories  and  bits  of  information  which  will 
inspire  with  a  desire  for  more  of  the  kind.  Story  hours,  poetry  hours, 
rending  clubs,  are  most  effective  ways  of  nresenting  real  literature  to 
children,  but  not  evei?'  library  has  sufficient  time  and  large  enoneh 
staff  to  be  able  to  use  the  ideal  methods.  If  no  special  work  of  this 
sort  can  1h>  done  perhaps  a  certain  time  can  be  set  aside  once  a  week 
to  be  spent  with  the  younger  children,  when  a  story  or  a  poem  may  be 
read  aloud  and  special  attention  given  to  helping  them  in  the  selection 
of  their  Imoks.  The  little  childivn  particularly  need  the  extra  attention 
Iiecause  they  are  not  as  cajiablc  as  the  older  ones  of  finding  that  which 
is  for  thcni  withtnit  assistance  and  get  less  from  books  read  by  them- 
selves. Theif  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  here  l>ecause  tiie  reading  taste 
is  wholly  unformed  and  these  children  are  capable  of  appreciating  the 
I)est  simply  because  thoy  have  not  an  nc<)uired  taste  for  something 
poorer. 

Tlie  best  literature  (or  use  with  little  children  is  chiefly  of  the  highly 
imaginative  type:  the  folk  tales  in  a  foi-m  attractively  easy — eRPCi'ially 
the  short  rhythmic  stories — nui-serv  rhymes  and  poetiy.  The  love  of 
rhythm  is  sti-ong  with  the  small  child  and  annrcciation  of  poetry  should 
he  fostered  from  this  point.  The  imaginative  literature  is  suited  to 
young  children  l>ecause  it  is  the  literary  form  most  appreciated  at  this 
age,  furnishing  a   free  outlet  for  the  active  imagination.     All   thatTlP' 
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-a-ortli  while  of  a  more  realistic  type  has  also  an  important  place  bat 
there  are  few  books  of  this  kind  to  be  found  for  little  children  which 
have  any  vitality  or  artistic  form. 

The  longer  folk  tales  and  modem  fairy  tales,  together  with  a  few 
books  of  modem  stories,  follow  this  first  reading  as  the  next  natural 
step.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  the  fairy  tales.  There  ie  some  prejudice 
against  them  among  adults  who  do  not  realize  their  value.  If  you  do 
not  already  love  them,  read  a  few  of  the  greatest  of  the  old  folk  tale 
favorites,  e,g.  Snow  White  and  the  dwarfs.  Sleeping  Beauty.  Cinderella, 
The  wild  swans.  East  o"  the  sun  and  west  o'  the  moon.  Analyse  these 
tales,  find  wjiat  there  is  in  them  which  you  have  missed,  see  the  great 
principles  back  of  them — the  beauty  and  tnith  expressed  in  poetic  form. 
Both  substance  and  form  ai"e  of  great  value  to  the  children  of  today, 
and  while  children  never  voluntarily  analyse  and  should  not  be  forced 
to  do  so,  they  get  the  values.  The  normal  child  under  twelve  receives 
great  joy  and  satisfaction  from  this  literature.  lu  the  plea  for  fairy 
tales  we  have  the  support  of  many  noted  people  in  the  literary  world  who 
have  claimed  the  folk  fairy  tales  as  the  natnrnl  inheritance  from  the 
world's  literature  and  have  stood  for  their  moral  value.  Hamilton 
Wright  Mabie  says  of  fairy  tales,  that  no  philosophy  is  deeper  than  that 
which  underlies  tliese  tales  and  no  jwychology  more  im|>ortant  than 
that  which  finds  its  choicest  illustration  in  them. 

The  folklore — popular  tales,  mytholog;i',  etc. — was  the  beginning  of 
all  literature,  and  I  know  of  no  greater  help  in  gaining  the  child's 
point  of  view  and  forming  standards  of  judgment  and  discrimination  in 
children's  literature  than  the  reading  of  these  stories  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  us  from  the  "childhood  of  the  human  race." 

We  should  have  in  our  children's  rooms  such  collections  as  the  )Kipu- 
lar  tales  gathered  by  the  Grimm  brothers;  the  Norse  collected  by  Asbjorn- 
sen  and  Moe  and  translated  by  Dasent,  and  Brackstad;  the  English  by 
Jacobs,  These  are  spoken  of  in  particular  because  of  the  simple  form 
and  primitive  diction.  We  are  also  grateful  for  sucb  adaptations  as. 
those  of  Horace  E.  Seudder  in  his  Book  of  folk  stories  and  Children's 
book,  giving  the  stories  back  to  us  with  the  spirit  of  the  original,  stripped 
of  qualities  unsuitable  for  children,  and  in  simple  and  excellent  style. 

In  modem  fairy  tales  we  have  not  so  much  that  is  truly  great,  but 
there  are  a  few  which  have  become  classic,  among  the  best  of  iwiiich  are 
Andersen's  fairi"  tales,  Kingsley's  Water  babies,  Ruskin's  King  of  the 
Golden  River,  Macdonald's  Princess  and  C'nrdie.  Lagerlof's  Wonderful 
adventures  of  Xils,  Carroll's  Alice  in  Wonderland,  Ivorenzini"s  Adven- 
tures of  Piuocchio. 

Some  of  the  Xorse  and  Greek  myths  have  wonderful  dramatic  quality, 
are  rich  in  imagery  and  color  and  give  true  views  of  the  honest  be- 
liefs of  ancient  peoples  and  their  poetic  interpretations  of  natui-e. 

Of  the  Greek  myths,  no  entirely  satisfactory  versions  for  children 
are  to  be  found.  Tlie  three  myths  given  by  Charles  Kingsley'  in  his 
Heroes  are  true  in  spirit  and-diction  and  have  dignity  and  beauty  of 
style.  Although  the  Norse  myths  have  been  much  less  generally  known 
and  presented  to  children  they  are  stronger  and  more  dramatic  and  we 
have  three  acceptable  adaptations  for  children :  Hamilton  Wright 
Mabie's  Norse  stories,  Abbie  Farwell  Brown's  In  the  days  of  giants  and 
Ethel    jr.  Wilmot-Buxton's   Stories  of  Norse  heroes.      (     hiioIp 
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No  arbitrary  boundaries  or  age  limits  in  reading  interest  can  be  set. 
A  rbild  wbose  reading  has  led  bim  through  some  of  the  best  folklore 
material  has  a  foundation  in  appreciation  which  enables  him  to  reach 
out  in  almost  any  direction  in  the  field  of  reading  suitable  for  his  age. 
He  is  capable  of  enjoying  the  best  of  the  standard  fiction  for  children 
and  is  easily  led  to  read  the  epic  type  of  literature  which  we  count 
among  the  children's  classics — ^tales  retaining  elements  of  fairj-  tale  and 
mythology-,  but  with  more  of  the  heroic  and  romantic  qualities.  He 
will  read  adaptations  of  Homer's  Iliad  and  Odyssey,  or  such  a  transla- 
tion as  Palmer's,  good  adaptations  of  the  Icelandic  sagas,  legends  of 
the  Middle  ages^ — heroic  tales  of  different  nations.  Among  the  good 
things  along  this  line  are  French's  Grettir  the  Strong  and  H«roes  of 
Iceland  (adapted  from  Dasent's  translation  of  the  Burnt  Njal),  Eleanor 
Hull's  Boy's  Cuchulain,  Baldwin's  Story  of  Roland,  Frithiof  and  Koland, 
Cartwright's  Brai-e  Beowulf,  Lanier's  King  Arthur,  Pyle's  Merry  ad- 
ventures of  Robin  Hood,  La  Motte  Fouquet's  Bintnun  and  his  com- 
panions and  Undine,  Wilmot -Buxton's  Stories  of  Persian  heroes. 

Is  it  not  a  mistake  to  try  to  force  informative  reading?  The  value 
of  information  and  of  reading  for  other  than  story  appeal  is  not  ques- 
tioned, and  such  books  should  be  brought  forward  at  the  right  time,  but 
enthusiasm  for  statistics  of  circulation  of  non-fiction  should  not  lead 
UH  to  overlook  the  needs  of  the  child  to  the  extent  of  trying  to  force 
him  to  read  a  lH>ok  of  facts  when  perhaps  the  story  is  the  thing  he  very 
much  wishes  and  needs.  The  story  book  should  not  be  belittled.  We 
may  realize  something  of  its  value  when  we  observe  the  way  in  which 
it  satisfies  the  natural  longing  for  the  human  interest  in  rending,  note 
the  joy  and  satisfaction  which  the  child  finds  in  the  rounded  experiences 
set  forth  through  dramatic  incidents,  and  the  appeal  which  the  good 
story  makefl  to  noble  instincts  of  human  nature:  justice,  fairness, 
chivalrj\  affection,   loyalty,  etc. 

The  child's  opinion  of  or  liking  for  a  book  is  not  always  to  be  taken 
as  an  absolutely  true  indication  of  its  worth  and  can  be  used  as  a  guide 
in  book  selection  only  to  a  certain  extent:  given  subject  matter  of  in- 
terest to  children,  the  child's  point  of  view  and  dramatic  form,  other 
things  matter  little  to  him  as  a  general  rule. 

Bo^iks  along  e\-ery  line,  strong  enough  to  stand  the  test  of  literary 
criticism,  are  not  to  be  found,  and  we  must  meet  the  demands  for  books 
of  various  types  and  accept  the  best  that  the  book  makers  have  to 
offer,  but  our  standards  need  not  be  allowed  to  trail  in  the  dust  alto- 
gether. To  find  a  place  in  our  collections  a  book  must  have  some  claim 
to  merit:  it  may  represent  a  fresh  interest,  be  an  especially  good  treat- 
ment of  an  old  subject,  have  cUaracler  drawing,  local  color,  good  setting 
— come  up  to  certain  standards  in  at  least  some  one  respect. 

It  is  not  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  children  inti-oduced  to  books  of 
the  clayses  mentioned  should  have  no  other  reading.  Our  aim  is  to 
develop  appreciation  for  all  things  that  are  good. 
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THE  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

HOW  TO  GET  AND  USE  IT, 

Alwifract  of  remarks  by  Samuel  H.  Ranek.  Librarian  of  tlie  Public 
Librarj',  firand  Rapida,  Mioliijian,  at  the  Library  Section  of  the  Upper 
Peninsula  Education  Assofiation.  Iron  Mountain.  October  4.  1912. 

Mr.  Ranck  »|>oke  from  notes.  The  following  outline  covers  the  more 
important  points  which  he  made  in  his  addre;^. 

He  opened  his  remarks  with  a  discussion  of  the  question  "Why  should 
a  school  have  a  library?"  and  said.  "A  school  library-  should  be  not 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  reading,  hut  for  the  purpose  of  developiufr 
the  readinjr  habit  and  a  love  for  the  right  sort  of  books,  Reading  sliould 
be  a  means  to  an  end,  and  not  an  end  in  itself.  No  one  is  necessarily 
better  for  knowing  how  to  read.  He  may  even  l)e  worse.  It  is  there- 
fore just  as  important  for  the  cliild  in  school  to  be  taught  what  to 
read  as  how  to  read." 

Mr,  Ranck  then  discussed  the  clause  in  the  state  constitution  with 
reference  to  the  use  of  jienal  fine  moneys  for  district  libraries,  and  told 
how  seliools  could  get  this  money,  and  that  every  school  in  the  state 
was  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  this  money  from  its  own  county.  He 
stated  that  the  State  Board  of  Library-  Commissicmers  would  be  very 
glad  to  furnish  information  concerning  the  law  and  directions  on  this 
and  other  points  with  reference  to  using  this  money  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  next  point  discussed  was  the  selection  and  purchase  of  books. 
Attention  wiis  called  to  the  annotated  lists  for  school  libraries  and 
school  children  issued  by  the  Department  of  Education  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  the  lists  issued  l>y  the  State  Boai-d  of  Library  Commis- 
sioners at  Lansing:  and  the  lists  of  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Pitts- 
bui^h;  and  the  BulTalo  Public  Library. 

"The  average  rural  school  is  at  a  gi-eat  disadvantage  in  the  buying  of 
books.  Most  rural  t«achers  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  see  good 
new  books,  and  they  do  not  have  the  chance  to  select,  flo  to  the  nearest 
public  library  to  get  advice  on  this  subject.  Librarians  will  l>e  more 
than  glad  to  help,  and  in  most  of  these  libraries  yon  can  see  plenty  of 
good  books  suitable  for  the  school  library.  The  children's  librarian 
can  tell  you  the  ones  the  children  like  and  why.  ,\t  such  an  institutimi 
you  can  also  get  the  price,  publisher,  etc.,  etc, 

"It  is  well  to  get  some  books  that  are  attractively  illustrated  and 
printed.  Appearances  in  a  book  as  elsewhere  connt  for  much.  Nearly 
e^-ery  library  contains  lists  of  suitable  books  in  good  editions  for  chil- 
dren, which  can  be  used  in  a  school  library.  In  many  respects  in  cer- 
tain classes  of  books  children  in  the  rural  districts  and  children  in 
the  city  are  alike  in  their  tastes.  There  are  four  methods  of  purchase 
open  to  school  teachers  and  school  officers.  They  can  buy  1>ooks  direct 
from  the  publisher,  from  a  jobber  in  the  large  cities  such  as  Chicago. 
New  York,  from  local  dealers,  and  finally  from  book  agents.  The  last 
source  of  purchase  is  almost  invariably  the  most  unsatisfactory  and 
the  most  expensive.     Books  that  are  sold  by  agents  are  (IifcelT.^^to  cost 
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from  two  to  four  times  what  they  are  woi-tb.  for  they  are  very  inucli 
{Hidded  both  in  bindiDg  and  in  general  malceup.  Many  standard  copy- 
riRht  books  can  be  purchased  for  50  cents,  for  after  tlie  first  edition  they 
are  issued  in  cheaper  editioDS,  usually  with  the  same  plates  but  with 
le«s  expensive  blading  and  paper.  There  are  attractive  editions  also 
of  famous  things  in  literature  in  special  libraries  such  as  Kverjman, 
<;asseirs,  etc. 

"In  Michigan  every  school  can  take  advantage  of  the  State  ti-aveliug 
library  Ber\-ice.  and  furthermore  townships  under  the  law  of  1911  can  con- 
tract with  a  public  library  in  their  vicinity  to  get  the  public  library 
service  for  the  township,  which  is  usually  more  satisfactoi^"  for  those 
near  at  hand  than  the  state  service. 

"Every  school  should  have  a  few  reference  hooks — a  dictionary-  and 
encyclopedia.  It  is  astonishing  the  amount  of  information  that  can  be 
gotten  from  a  dictionary  like  tlie  Webster's  Unabridged,  or  the  New 
International.  Every  boy  and  girl  ongbt  to  know  how  to  use  a  work 
of  this  kiad.  Schools  can  also  get  fairly  good  encyclopedias  for  a  low 
price,  six  volumes  for  |15  or  jlS.  Boys  and  girl.",  however,  must  l>e 
taught  by  the  teacher  to  know  how  to  use  dictionaries  and  encyclopedias, 
to  know  bow  to  get  the  most  out  of  them.  Other  reference  books  can 
be  had  for  the  asking  from  the  various  departments  at  Washington 
and  at  Lansing.  The  Michigan  Red  Book,  for  instance,  is  a  useful 
reference  book  in  ever>-  school.  This  yon  can  get  from  your  member  of 
the  legislature.  Publications  of  the  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society 
have  a  mine  of  information  which  will  be  worth  while  f(»r  the  older  Iwys 
and  girls,  or  at  all  events  for  the  teacher  who  can  make  some  of  these 
rather  prosy  articles  interesting  by  telling  the  stories  contained  therein. 
The  World's  Almanac  contains  a  mine  of  information. 

"The  teacher  should  know  something  about  the  care  and  pi-otection  of 
books  in  her  school.  The  intelligent  use  of  a  paste  bnish  and  paste  will 
go  a  long  ways  in  prolonging  the  life  of  books  and  keeping  them  in 
good  condition.  If  the  children  are  permittc^l  to  take  books  home  with 
them  to  read,  and  they  should  be  enoonraged  to  do  so.  the  teacher  should 
have  some  kind  of  a  record.  \  record  hnok  of  this  kind  known  by 
librarians  as  an  acression  book  is  niled  up  and  printed  to  give  the  in- 
formation necessary.  These  can  be  purchased  from  some  of  the  library 
supply  houses.  Thei-e  is  a  line  aIlowe<l  for  each  hook  and  on  this  line  is 
entered  the  author,  title,  publisher,  price,  binding,  date  of  publication, 
etc.  In  issuing  books  for  home  use  the  number  in  the  accession  hook 
can  be  used  in  choi^ng  so  tJiat  it  is  not  neces.sary  to  write  its  name.  An 
ordinary  blank  book  might  be  ruled  to  take  the  place  of  an  accession 
book,  bat  the  r^ular  forms  are  cheajter  and  better.  A  lK>ok  properly 
ruled  and  printed,  large  enough  to  contain  the  records  of  500  volumes 
can  be  purehased  for  05  cents.  In  these  are  given  instructions  for  their 
use,  etc.  The  matter  of  keeping  proper  recoi-ds  of  the  books  in  a  school 
library  is  important.  Most  school  libraries  have  disintegrated  jnst^be- 
cause  they  are  weak  on  this  point.  The  t>ooks  disappear  and  nobody 
knows  wliere  they  are,  and  that  is  discouraging  all  around. 

"The  primary  pnrpose  of  the  public  school  is  to  de\-elop  citizenship 
and  manlioo<l.  Xo  single  subject  taught  in  the  schools  contributes  so 
much  toward  this  end  as  the  reading  of  good  books.  In  life  we  must 
associate  with  all    kinds  of   x)eople,   good,   bad,   and   indifferent.,Tipur 
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choice  of  books  is  largely  of  our  own  seIecti(Hi,  aod  here  everyone  may 
choose  the  beet  company  in  the  whole  world, 

"First  of  all  a  school  library  need  not  be  a  large  library,  and  the 
books  should  relate  themselves  to  the  life  of  the  children  in  the  school. 
The  children  should  have  ever>'  access  to  the  books,  and  should  be  en- 
couraged to  make  their  own  selection.  That  is  what  they  will  have  to 
do  after  they  leave  school.  Nevertheless  the  teacher  can  do  much  to 
guide  children  unconsciously  in.  the  selection  of  good  books. 

"One  of  the  methods  is  to  read  parts  of  a  good  story,  and  then  tell 
tlie  children  where  they  can  find  it  and  finish  it  for  tb^nselves.  in  this 
way  getting  them  interested  in  it,  Reading  of  this  kind,  however,  should 
be  joy  readino;  for  the  child,  and  not  task  reading;.  The  school  library 
will  not  do  its  own  work  well  any  more  than  a  textbook  in  grammar 
or  arithmetic  will.  It  requires  good  management  to  secure  profitable 
nse  of  books  in  a  library'  for  children,  and  smne  people  believe  tlat  it 
requires  as  much  skill  and  tact  to  train  childr^i  to  love  good  books  as 
to  teach  tbem  how  to  read. 

"The  first  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  in  leading  children  to 
good  books  is  to  know  and  to  love  good  children's  books  herself.  The 
teacher  must  recognize,  howe\"er,  that  all  children  will  not  like  the  same 
books.  Their  tastes  will  differ  as  in  everything  else.  Uniformity  is 
neither  possible  nor  desirable.  The  first  thing  that  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  a  teacher  is  to  get  children  to  read  hooks  that  will  hold  their 
interest.  It  is  wwrse  than  a  waste  of  time  to  force  children  to  read 
books  that  do  not  hold  their  attention.  Put  into  the  bands  of  children 
books  that  relate  "to  things  they  know  about  or  have  heard  people  talt 
about.  For  example:  e\ery  boy  in  Michigan  who  lives  near  a  river  will 
appreciate  Stuart  Kdwnrd  White's  "River  Man."  In  one  sense  this  is 
a  historical  novel,  inasniucb  as  it  depicts  accurately  the  life  connected 
with  an  industry  that  has  almost  pas^  out  of  existence, 

"The  teacher  should  not  make  the  mistake,  however,  of  thinking  that 
the  pur^Kise  of  the  school  library  is  to  keep  records,  or  that  the  only 
purpose  of  reading  is  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  Btimulating  the 
emotions  and  creating  the  proper  ideals  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
for  emotion  rather  tbaa  reason  is  the  dominant  force  in  society.  Teach- 
ers also  should  not  make  the  mistake  of  using  the  child's  reading  for 
the  purpose  of  examination.  I^t  the  child  find  himself,  not  question  him 
or  examine  him  too  closely.  Suggest  good  books  constantly,  but  do  not 
compel  their  reading.  Get  the  children  to  talk  about  what  they  have 
read,  both  with  the  teacher  and  with  each  other,  but  remove  all  idea 
of  task  work.  Xever  tell  the  pupil  not  to  read  a  book  because  it  is 
poor,  even  if  it  is  a  poor  one.  but  rather  suggest  a  better  book  without 
saying  that  it  is  better.  Suf^estion  works  with  children  as  well  as  with 
others.  Suggest  to  yonr  children  a  variety  of  reading  matter,  fiction, 
biography,  history,  poetry,  travels,  etc.,  and  always  remember  that  the 
love  of  reading  is  the  most  important  thing  that  any  child  can  get  oat 
of  his  school  life.  No  school  can  make  a  true  man  or  woman  out  of 
anyone.  It  can  only  help.  Each  pers<Mi  must  work  out  bis  own  salva- 
tion. All  that  the  s<-hool  can  do  is  to  make  this  great  task  easier  _for 
everyone." 

D,3nz.,J,>L.OOglC 
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THK  BEST  OP  PUKLIC  LIBRARY  BICRVK'H  FOR  EVERY  SCHOOL 

IN  THE  STATE.    POSSIBILITIES  OF  THE  Iftll  TOWA"- 

SHIP  EXTENSION   LAW. 

Abstract  nf  addresa  b,v  Samuel  H.  Ranck,  Librarian  of  the  Grand 
Rapids  Public  Library  at  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Associa- 
tion. Iron  Mountain.  Michigan.  October  4,  1912, 

Mr.  Ranok  spolie  from  brief  notes.  In  a  fteueral  vay  he  outlined  the 
importance  of  reading  and  showed  what  the  best  public  libraries  in  our 
cities  are  doing  for  the  children  of  those  cities,  and  then  how  it  is 
possible  to  get  the  best  service  that  cities  are  giving  for  the  children 
and  people  in  most  of  the  rural  districts  of  Michigan,  through  the  opera- 
tion of  the  1911  amendment  to  the  Library  law,  i>ermitting  established 
public  libraries  to  serve  such  townships  as  chose  to  fate  advantage  of 
it.    The  following  are  S4ime  of  the  points  made  in  the  address: 

'The  importance  of  new  ideas  to  our  civilization  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. Individuals  and  communities  stagnate,  dri-  up,  without  tlie 
interests  in  life  that  come  from  ideas  to  be  gained  through  print  and 
the  use  of  books.  In  short  the  progress  of  the  world  is  based  not  on 
the  things  we  do  irithont,  but  rather  on  those  we  do  with, 

"Books,  including  in  this  term  all  printed  material,  are  a  most  im- 
portant source  of  inspiration,  the  inspiration  which  makes  life  worth 
living,  and  this  is  the  great  service  they  do  for  mankind.  The  furnish- 
ing nf  knowledge  while  important  is  secondary.  The  reading  of  good 
tK)oks  is  similar  to  physical  training  or  exercise.  It  gives  us  a  mental 
and  spiritual  reserve, 

"This  mental  training  which  comes  from  adaptability  and  the  ability 
to  absorb  new  ideas  is  just  as  important  to  i)ei'sons  engaged  in  in- 
dustrial and  mechanical  pui-suits  as  in  any  other  line  of  endeavor.  Hu- 
man adaptability  comes  from  suppleness  of  mind  no  less  than  supple- 
ness of  body  and  for  this  reason  untrained  boys  and  men  ai-e  finding  it 
harder  all  the  time  in  the  first  place  to  secure,  and  in  the  second  place 
to  hold,  I'ositions.  Men  without  this  suppleness  nf  mind  grow  old  in 
mechanical  jobs,  and  there  is  a  well  kno«-n  factory  in  Michigan  which 
lays  otf  most  of  the  men  holding  mechanical  jobs  after  they  have  reached 
the  age  of  Hi. 

"Few  people  can  develop  a  norma!  life  without  coming  in  contact  with 
ideas  through  individuals  or  through  print,  and  the  best  development 
conies  fi-om  both  men  and  books.  In  all  our  use  of  print,  however,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  .should  mix  brains  with  our  reading.  To  quote 
the  Librarian  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Libi-ary,  'The  great  educational 
uroblem  of  today  i«  not  to  teach  things  but  to  show  humanity  how  to 
teach  itself  through  the  nrinted  page;  and  this  is  the  chief  business  of 
the  school  and  of  the  library,' 

"The  subject  matter  of  the  library  is  the  recorded  experiences  of 
men;  and  its  method  is  freedom.  Its  function,  lo  iise  the  words  of 
Ix>rd  Morley.  is  'to  put  sunshine  into  our  hearts,  and  to  drive  moon- 
shine nut  of  our  heads,'  ,  i 
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"Every  rural  school  library  like  everj'  public  library  sbould  have  money 
to  make  a  tev  additioue  annually.  The  child  should  get  the  reading 
habit  early  in  life  even  before  he  gets  the  study  habit. 

"Nearly  alt  onr  commonwealthB  r^ard  education  as  a  matter  of 
state  concern,  and  have  therefore  made  provision  for  schools  and 
libraries,  lliis  is  done  with  the  belief,  which  indeed  is  the  fact,  that 
the  humao  resources  of  the  commonwealth  are  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. They  mean  vastly  more  to  the  community  than  the  natural 
resources,  important  as  those  are.  Many  of  our  public  ills  at  the  present 
time  are  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  payiuir  the  economic  penalty  of 
having  n^lected  men. 

"In  practically  all  of  the  states  library  legislation  has  been  in  the 
interest  of  cities  rather  than  in  the  interest  of  people  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, with  the  result  that  in  Michigan  95  per  cent  of  (be  urban  popula- 
tion has  excellent  library  service  while  less  than  5  per  cent  of  the  people 
in  the  rural  districts  have  real  library  service.  And  there  are  nearly  a 
million  and  a  half  people  in  the  rural  districts  of  Michigan.  It  is  even 
more  important  for  the  state  that  it  should  foster  education  and  the 
library  in  the  rural  communities  than  it  is  to  foster  them  iu  the  cities. 

"The  great  difficulty  in  Michigan  as  in  other  states  with  reference  to 
the  library  is  that  the  school  district  is  usually  too  small  a  unit  for  the 
best  of  library  senice,  just  as  it  is  being  realized  that  it  is  too  small  a 
unit  for  the  best  of  school  purposes.  The  average  rural  school  district 
which  is  \vn»  than  a  township  is  too  weak  in  population  aud  in  wealth 
to  build  up  and  maintain  an  efficient  educational  organization." 

The  speaker  then  outlined  briefly  what  some  of  the  principal  cities 
are  doing  in  the  way  of  furnishing  the  best  kind  of  public  library  ser- 
vice, and  showed  what  an  immense  aid  this  is  to  the  taechers  and  pupils 
in  the  schools  to  have  books  of  the  public  library'  in  every  school  room 
both  for  inspiration  and  for  knowledge;  how  reading  rooms  are  scattered 
all  through  the  cities  with  the  best  current  periodicals  on  file;  how  free 
lectures  and  exhibits  are  given  in  every  part  of  the  city;  in  other 
words,  how  the  librarj-  goes  to  the  people  in  their  homes.  In  recent 
years  similar  sen'ice  has  been  growing  up  in  a  few  of  the  counties  in 
the  United  States  and  the  speaker  described  briefly  the  rural  library 
work  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio;  the 
librarj'  woric  for  the  people  on  the  farms  in  Van  Wert  County.  Ohio; 
the  operatiouB  of  the  county  library  laws  in  California  and  in  Oregon, 
particularly  the  Public  Library,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  which  senes  all 
the  people  of  Multnomah  County.  With  reference  to  California  he 
stat*^  that  in  1912  |9.5,000  was  appropriated  by  the  different  counties 
for  county  library  work. 

Betuming  a^in  to  the  conditions  in  Michigan  the  speaker  stated 
that  of  the  population  of  Michigan  in  1910.  1.483,129  was  rural  aud  1.- 
327,044  urban.  Of  the  urban  population  1.195.040  lived  in  56  cities  with 
public  libraries.  These  5C  cities  are  in"  counties  with  a  population  of 
2.150.123:  in  other  words  there  are  a  million  people  without  library 
service  in  counties  with  existing  public  libraries. 

Under  the  law  of  1911  it  would  be  possible  for  these  existing  public 
libraries  to  give  senice  to  these  million  people  equal  to  that  which  they 
ai-e  giving  to  the  people  in  their  own  cities.  He  also  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  library  in  giving  this  ser^nce  must  give  the  countrj-  people 
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as  good  service  as  it  is  giving  to  the  people  in  th«  city,  and  he  closed 
by  saying  that  much  educational  work  will  be  necessary  to  get  the 
people  of  Michigan  to  realize  the  possibilities  of  this  law  and  similar 
laws  which  will  enable  e\er3'  school  in  the  stale  to  get  the  best  of  public 
library  service.  It  was  the  spealier's  conviction  that  the  first  step  in 
making  the  right  sort  of  pi-ogrese  in  this  direction  in  Michigan  is  an 
adequate  Bur\'ey  of  the  present  library  resources  and  wiwk  of  the  whole 
state,  and  that  such  a  survey  should  be  made  by  the  state  through  the 
Btate  Board  of  Library  Commissioners, 
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UPPER  PEXISSL'LA  ROUND  TABLE. 

MINTTES   OF  THE  BOUND  TABLE  Of  LIBBAIUANS  OP  THE  UPPER  PENINSULA   OP 

MICHIOAN^    AT    A     UEBTINK     HELD     IN    THE    CARNEGIE    PUBLIC     LIBBABY 

BUILDING,  IKON  MOUNTAIN,  MICHIGAN,  THUKSDAY,  OCTOBER  3,  1912. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2:10  p.  m.,  by  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Kpencer.  State  Librarian,  who  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Ranck,  as 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  Spencer  made  several  remarks  on  library  work  with  schools,  and 
then  called  on  those  present  to  give  a  brief  report  of  the  work  of  their 
library,  particularly  as  it  related  1o  schools.  The  calling  on  all  the 
people  in  this  way  served  as  a  means  of  introducing  each  one  to  all 
who  were  present.    Those  called  on  were  as  follows: 

Miss  Lois  Amelia  Spencer.  Librarian,  Spies  Public  Librarr,  Menominee. 
Mich. 

Miss  Wilhelmina  Van  Der  Haagen,  Librarian,  Gamble  Public  Library, 
Escanaba,  Mich. 

Miss  Edna  Whiteman,  Instructor  in  storytelling  in  the  Carnegie 
Library  Training  School  for  Children's  Librarians,  and  Supen'isor  of 
Storj-  Telling  in  the  Carnegie  Publid  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Miss  Pearl  .\.  Margison.  Librarian.  High  School  Librarv,  Crvstal 
Falls. 

Mrs.  Xellie  Eggleston  Brnyton.  Librarian,  Public  Library.  Ishpeming. 

Mr.  AV.  O.  Vanghan.  Librarian.  Common  School  and  Township  Library-, 
Felch. 

Mr.  Harry  G.  Johnson,  Librarian.  Common  School  and  Township 
Libraries.  Metropolitan, 

Miss  Alexandrine  La  Touretfe.  Librarian.  Carnegie  Public  Library, 
Iron  Mountain,  Mich. 

Miss  Marv-  Car|)eiitep.  Assistant.  Caj-negie  Public  Library,  Iron  Moun- 
tain. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  State  Library,  Lansing. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Ranck,  Librarian.  Public  Librarj'.  Grand  Rapids. 

Miss  Spencer  told  of  librai-y  work  with  schools  in  Menominee,  and 
especially  of  a  ret-eption  given  by  the  Library  to  teachers  and  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  witli  refreshments  paid  out  of  library  funds.  The 
results  were  most  satisfactory. 

Miss  Van  Per  Haagen  told  of  her  methods  of  meeting  the  demands 
for  i"equired  and  sugget^tive  i-ending  by  getting  extra  copies  of  books,  etc. 

Miss  Whiteman  told  of  the  story  hour  work  and  the  school  work  in 
Pittsburgh. 

Miss  Margison  of  her  library  work  with  school  and  township. 

Mrs.  Brayton  said  that  her  library  was  a  town  library  supported  by 
taxation,  and  that  it  received  no  fine  money.  It  has  a  very  large  circula- 
tion, nearly  7  per  capita.  She  has  no  books  in  the  foreign  languages. 
Her  chief  problem  is  to  handle  the  children  who  come  and  oi-ercrowd 
the  library,  not  to  get  more  children  to  come. 

Mr.  Vanghan  and  Mr.  Johnson,  Ixith  teachers,  yrere  from  the  same 
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township.  The  libraries  and  the  schools  of  the  township  are  under  the 
same  management.  Each  has  about  650  rolumeB  in  his  librarj'.  They 
have  no  books  in  the  foreign  languages.  All  the  books  are  bought  from 
fine  money. 

Miss  La  Tourette  told  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Library'  which  is  under 
the  nianagement  of  the  Board  of  Education.  She  said  that  they  were 
planning  to  extend  the  children's  work  in  the  near  future,  on  account 
of  more  room  being  available.  The  offices  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  the  Board  of  EducatifHi  were  until  this  fall  in  the  library  * 
building,  but  with  the  erection  of  the  ne^'  high  school  building  in  Iron 
Mountain  these  offices  were  moved  out  and  therefore  the  library  has 
additional  room.  The  children's  work  is  to  be  under  the  direi-tion  of 
Miss  Carpenter. 

Mr.  Kanck  told  of  the  Library's  work  with  the  schools  in  Gi-and 
Rapids. 

Mrs.  Spencer  told  of  aflsociate  relationship  with  the  State  Library, 
and  of  arrangements  of  the  State  Board  of  Library'  CommissionerM  for 
round  tables  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 

Miss  Ij(l  Tourette  called  attention  to  the  need  of  an  organization  of 
libraries  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  so  that  library  workers  in  this  part  of 
the  state  could  get  together  to  discuss  their  problems.  After  a  general 
expression  of  opinion  Miss  Ija  Tourettte  moved  that  the  following  per- 
sons be  appointed  as  officers  of  a  committee  to  plan  a  pri^ram  for  a  full 
day's  library  meeting  to  I*  held  next  year  in  connection  with  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association,  and  that  this  Com- 
mittee should  serve  as  officers  of  a  temporary  organization  to  plan  at 
that  time  for  the  permanent  organisation  of  the  library  workers  of 
the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.    Carried. 

The  persons  appointed  to  serv-e  as  officers  of  this  temporary  organiza- 
tion in  acwrdance  with  the  foregoing  motion  were  the  following: 

President,  Miss  Lois  A,  Spencer,  Librarian,  Spies  Public  library,  Me- 
nominee. 

Vice-President,  Miss  Alma  Olson,  Librarian,  Public  IJbrary,  Mar- 
quette. 

Secretary,  Miss  Ada  H.  Shelly,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Sanit  Ste. 
Marie. 

Treasurer,  Mre,  E,  S,  flrierson.  Librarian,  Calumet  and  Heckla  Labrary. 
Calumet. 

Following  the  appointment  of  these  officers  of  the  temporary  oi^aniza- 
tion  the  librarians  of  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Iron  Mountain  served 
refreshments  to  those  present,  after  which  the  Round  Table  adjourned, 

Samuel  H.  Ranck, 

Secretary, 
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Mr.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  LansiDg, 

President. 
Mr.  John  M.  Munbon,  Lansmg. 
Mr.  David  E.  Heineuan,  Detroit. 
Mb.  W.  Millabd  Palmer,  Grand  Rapids. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Spencer,  Lansing, 

Secretary. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

January  2,  1914. 
Hon.  W.  N.  Fehris, 

Governor  of  Michigan: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fourteenth  annual  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  year  endii^  December  31, 
1913. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

Henrt  R.  Pattbkgill, 

President. 
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R«port  of  Secretary 

Report  of  Chairman  Library  Exl«Daion  Committee,  S.  F.  W.  C, . 

Rep<Ml  of  work  in  Field  by  R.  D.  Bailey 

Library  Training  in  Summer  Schools 

State  Teachers'  AaaociatioD 

Upper  Penimula  Educational  Aesociation 

Upper  Penimula  Library  Association 

Report  on  Institutional  Libraries 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

The  extension  work  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  during 
the  past  year  has  been  the  addition  of  a  summer  course  in  library  methods 
in  connection  with  the  Bay  View  assembly.  One  round  table  has  been 
conducted  by  the  Michigan  Library  Association,  and  another  will  be  held 
in  the  spring,  both  of  these  meetings  to  be  financed  by  the  Board.  The 
Board  also  paid  the  expenses  of  a  speaker  at  the  meetings  of  the  library 
section  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association  and  the  Upper 
Peninsula  Library  Association;  also  one  at  the  library  section  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association.  Beginning  January  first  the  Board  will  send  out 
an  instructor  to  give  a  short  course  of  instruction  in  library  methods  in  the 
county  normals.  The  activities  of  the  Board  are  greatly  hampered  by  small 
appropriations,  and  we  are  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  State  Library  to  do 
work  which  Ic^cally  belongs  to  the  Board.  The  educational  process,  how- 
ever, is  slowly  going  on,  and  we  are  hoping  for  more  generous  treatment 
from  the  legislature  of  1915.  The  increasing  activity  in  this  state  along  all 
lines  of  library  economy  is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  State  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners.  The  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  counties 
among  the  schools,  granges,  farmers'  clubs  and  other  organizations,  through 
the  placing  of  traveling  libraries  and  distribution  of  printed  matter  has 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  new  libraries  and  the  renewal  of  activity  in 
those  already  established.  The  county  commissioners  of  schools  have  been 
especially  interested,  and  their  attitude  has  been  most  encouraging  and 
helpful.  The  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  has  commenced  active 
work  in  library  extension,  which  will  be  a  most  valuable  aid  to  the  Board 
in  its  missionary  work.  The  Grand  Haven  public  school  library  is  housed 
in  its  fine  new  Carnegie  building.  The  same  generous  donor  has  given 
810,000  to  Allegan,  $8,000  to  Armada,  $20,000  to  Owosso  and  $5,000  to 
Newaygo.  As  tbe  result  of  the  efforts  of  a  little  band  of  women  in  Grand 
Ledge,  with  the  aid  of  the  common  council,  a  library  has  been  established  in 
that  city.  While  this  is  for  the  present  an  "association"  library  it  is  no 
doubt  the  beginning  of  a  movement  which  will  result  in  the  establishment 
of  a  free  public  library. 
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STATE  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS. 

REPORT  OF  CUAIBHAN  OF  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  library  extension  committee  has  been  endeavoring  to  arouse  and 
create  the  interest  of  club  women  in  the  establishing  and  strenghtening  of 
libraries  in  every  county  in  Michigan.  Partial  returns  have  been  received 
from  five  counties  as  to  their  library  facilities  and  needs,  and  some  portions 
of  the  state  are  realizing  their  opportunities  and  obligations  toward  providing 
reading  privileges  for  all  the  people.  There  is  much  indifference,  howe\'er, 
to  be  overcome  by  faith  and  patience.  The  statistics  collected  by  the  club 
women  are  preliminary  to  the  doing  of  "next  things",  such  as  enlai^ing  and 
encouraging  small  libraries,  starting  new  ones  where  there  are  none,  securii^ 
larger  appropriations  for  local  work,  aidii^  clubs  and  communities  to  make 
more  use  of  traveling  libraries  from  the  state  supplies,  and  to  extend  all 
library  privileges  to  their  rur^  neighbors.  Clubs  need  libraries  for  their 
own  self-protection  as  well  as  for  the  culture  of  the  community.  The  syste- 
matic pursuit  of  studies  by  the  various  women's  organizations  ought  to 
awaken  a  reflex  influence  in  general  reading  among  the  citizens,  and  result  in 
an  improved  quality  of  books  read,  and  a  higher  tone  of  thinking  and  con- 
versation. A  common  understanding  of  what  is  worth  while  in  the  worid 
of  books  is  a  social  bond  of  inestimable  value.  In  manjy  towns  which  have 
no  libraries,  the  clubs  might  start  with  a  loan  or  gift  collection  and  sup^Je- 
ment  with  a  traveling  library,  until  the  idea  of  its  value  takes  hold  of  the 
people  and  they  class  it  among  the  necessities,  no  longer  thinking  it  possible 
to  be  without  a  library.  The  report  of  the  chairman  of  library  extension, 
in  the  previous  volume  of  library  commissioners,  1912,  gives  some  excellent 
suggestions  of  methods  for  library  workers.  Let  us  hope  that  club  women 
wiU  lend  a  hand  to  this  work  with  optimism  and  the  will  to  succeed,  and  we 
shall  have  no  town  or  district  so  backward  as  to  be  lacking  in  library  benefits. 
They  will  find  it  in  their  power  to  see  that,  when  established,  the  local  libraiy 
is  in  charge  of  a  skilled,  wide-awake  librarian,  that  work  with  the  children  is 
not  neglected,  and  that  everybody  in  and  around  the  community  becomes 
person^ly  interested  in  its  welfare  and  increased  usefulness.  The  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number  should  be  the  aim,  remembering,  also,  that  a 
library  is  always  growing,  it  is  never  a  finished  product,  but  continual^ 
"a  becoming." 

Sarah  W.  George, 
Chairman  Library  Extension  Committee, 
M.  S.  F.  W.  C. 
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REPORT  OF  R.  D.  BAILEY. 

REPORT  OF  FIELD  WORK  DONE  FROM  JANUAHT  1,  1913,  TO  DECEMBER  23,  1913. 

From  January  first,  1913,  to  March  first,  I  visited  the  following  places: 
Manistee,  Hudsonville,  Newaygo,  St.  Louis,  Gladwin,  West  Branch,  Owosso, 
Ovid,  Munger,  Bangor,  Linwood,  Grayling,  Traverse  City,  Kalkaska,  Alba, 
Cassopolis,  Vicksburg,  Benton  Harbor,  Fennville,  St,  Johns,  Charlotte, 
Farwell,  Clare,  Flint,  Alma,  Rogers  City,  Croswell,  Marshall,  Dundee, 
Howell,  Adrian,  Jackson,  Hesperia;  nearly  one  week  spent  in  Lansii^  with 
the  aimual  round  up  institute.  I  attended  the  Hesperia  meeting  and  made 
a  brief  address,  also  passed  out  several  hundred  of  our  catechisms.  About 
the  middle  of  March  I  attended  the  annual  rural  progress  conference  at 
Kalamazoo  State  Normal;  following  this  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  fruit 
growers  in  Pontiac  then  to  Romeo.  During  November,  besides  taking  some 
days  for  writing  and  a  trip  to  the  State  Library  to  look  up  location  of  libraries 
then  out,  I  did  library  extension  work  in  Johannesburg,  Sterling,  Lovelis, 
Frederic,  Salhng,  Otsego  Lake,  Gaylord,  Vanderbilt,  Wolverine,  Indian  River, 
Topinabee,  MuUett  Lake,  Cheboygan,  Mackinaw  City,  Aloha,  Tower, 
Onaway,  Millersburg,  LaRocque,  Alpena  and  Hillman.  In  many  of  the 
hamlets  and  smalt  villages  into  which  I  have  gone,  and  shall  go,  the  school 
is  the  only  agency  through  which  the  library  can 'be  introduced  to  that 
community.  However,  I  do  my  best  to  locate  at  least  two  libraries  at  each 
place — one  for  adults  to  be  kept  in  a  house  or  business  place,  and  one 
for  children  in  school.  Beginning  December  first,  I  intermingle  trips 
strictly  for  the  traveling  libraries  with  trips  in  connection  with  farmers' 
institutes  on  routes  planned  by  the  superintendent  of  farmers'  institutes. 
As  I  am  able  to  speak  as  an  agriculturist  at  these  meetings  the  supenn- 
teadent  of  institutes  pays  all  expenses  incident  to  such  meetings,  while 
my  salary  is  paid  by  the  Board  of  Library  Commissioners.  While  in 
towns  doing  institute  work  I  speak  about  traveling  libraries  at  the 
meetings,  and  find  time  to  look  up  all  possible  chances  in  the  village  to 
locate  libraries  there.  Where  I  have  deviated  from  a  systematic  con- 
secutive canvass  of  a  line  of  railroad,  it  has  been  on  account  of  instructions 
to  speak  in  farmers'  institutes,  all  traveling  and  hotel  bills  in  such  cases 
being  paid  from  institute  funds.  If  left  to  ray  own  judgment  I  shall  spend 
the  winter  working  from  the  Straits  of  Mackinac  to  a  line  from  Gjand  Rapids 
to  Bay  City.  As  I  write  this  on  the  twenty-third  of  Decemljer,  farmers' 
institutes  and  schools  are  closed  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  on  account  of  the 
holidays,  so  there  is  little  use  of  incurring  the  expense  of  trips  before  January 
first.  However,  I  have  done  library  extension  work  this  month  in  Waters, 
Grayling,  Lewiston,  Roscommon,  Vanderbilt,  Elmira,  Buckley  and  Wol- 
verine, besides  devoting  a  week  to  a  trip  to  and  from  Flint,  taking  charge 
of  an  exhibit  at  the  state  grange.  I  have  had  interesting  experiences  in 
visiting  the  small  places  named  in  this  report,  and  in  getting  into  touch  with 
the  simple,  elemental  life  of  our  sparsely  settled  places. 
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LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 
BAY  VIEW  ASSEMBLY. 

MABEL  C.  TBUB,  IN8THUCTOR, 

A  new  course  in  library  methods  was  launched  at  Bay  View,  in  connection 
with  the  Summer  university,  July  14  to  August  15,  1913.  Results  have 
been  very  gratifying.  The  course  was  conducted  along  the  same  general 
lines  as  in  the  other  schools,  with  the  modification  which  the  different  type  of 
students  and  their  needs  suggested.  The  equipment  was  most  complete. 
Besides  the  collection  of  the  First  selection  of  500  books  for  children,  a  graded 
school  library  and  special  libraries  on  boy  scouts,  nature  study,  school  sanita- 
tion, vocational  guidance  and  school  administration,  were  exhibited.  Much 
free  inat«nal  was  distributed,  including  bibliographical  lists,  traveling  librar>- 
catechisms,  etc.  Miss  Edna  Whiteman,  Instructor  in  story-telling,  at  the 
Carnegie  library,  Pittsbui^b,  gave  12  lectures  on  children's  literature,  ior 
eluding  the  following  titles:  Books  for  little  children;  Folk  fair>'  tales; 
Humor  in  children's  stories;  Poetry;  Myths;  Hero  tales  (3  lectures);  Fiction 
for  children;  Bible  stories  (2  lectures);  Biography  and  history.  One  very 
enjoyable  feature  of  Miss  Whiteman's  work,  was  a  story  hour  given  to  the 
children  of  Bay  View.  Six  students  took  the  regular  course,  but  many 
more  were  visitors,  and  over  100  heard  Miss  Whiteman.  One  of  the  most 
encouraging  features  of  the  work  was  the  many  i-isitors  to  see  the  exhibit, 
of  whom  the  majority  were  mothers  interested  in  choosing  the  best  books 
for  their  children. 

FERRIS  INSTITUTE.  BIG  RAPIDS. 

rLORENCB  M.  HOPKINS,  INBTRUCTOB. 

The  library  class  at  the  Ferris  institute,  opened  with  a  membership  of  81. 
The  week  on  children's  literature,  with  Miss  Greene  as  lecturer,  was  grteUy 
enjoyed.  Besides  her  regular  lectures  before  the  library  class,  she  gave  one 
address  before  the  entire  school,  on  what  the  library  is  doing  for  the  childroi 
of  New  York  City.  She  also  gave  a  story  hour  for  the  children  of  Big  Rapids, 
which  was  largely  attended  by  little  guests  and  their  adult  friends  inter- 
ested in  reading  for  children.  Another  special  feature  of  the  work  was  an 
outline  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey  presented  to  the  class,  with  the  books  on  the 
subject  before  them,  thus  making  them  more  familiar  with  the  wealth  of 
material  along  this  line.  This  object  lesson  illustrated  what  could  be  done 
with  other  subjects. 

WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  KALAMAZOO. 

ESTHER  BRALET,   INSTRUCTOR. 

The  course  in  library  methods  for  teachers  was  given  for  the  eighth  time 
in  the  summer  school  of  the  Western  state  normal. '  The  class  numbered  25, 
of  whom  one  was  a  high  school  teacher,  11  were  teachers  in  the  elementary 
school,  11  were  teachers  in  rural  schools,  and  two  were  Normal  school  stu- 
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dents.  As  the  dcm&nd  was  for  the  work  in  children's  literature  and  reference 
books,  there  was  no  class  in  technical  work.  The  class  periods  were  kept 
as  informal  as  possible,  and  discussion  of  questions  brought  up  by  the  books 
studied  was  free  and  interesting.  The  first  twenty  minutes  of  each  were 
used  for  brief,  practical  reviews  by  the  students,  of  books  in  the  collection 
loaned  by  the  State  library,  which  had  been  carefully  examined,  and  in  many 
cases  read,  so  by  the  end  of  the  weeks'  session,  a  fair  knowledge  of  a  lai^ 
number  of  books  had  been  gained.  The  five  talks  on  children's  literature 
given  by  Miss  Marian  Greene  of  the  New  York  public  library,  were  the  de- 
light of  all  the  students  and  faculty  who  heard  them,  while  her  story-telling 
to  the  children  of  the  Training  school  was  the  most  charming  and  convincing 
proof  of  her  own  theories.  The  appreciation  shown  by  the  members  of  the 
class  for  all  the  work,  was  an  encouragement  to  the  instructors  and  a  fresh 
testimony  of  the  value  of  the  work  and  of  its  appeal  from  the  cultural  as  well 
as  the  practical  side. 

NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  MARQUETTE. 

UARIE  ANNA  NEWBERRY,  INSTRUCTOR. 

Students  to  the  number  of  ?5,  were  enrolled  in  the  two  courses  in  library 
methods  for  teachers,  offered  at  the  Northern  state  normal  during  the  summer 
session,  June  30  to  August  S,  1913.  All  funds  and  necessary  supplies  for  the 
work  were  furnished  by  the  State  board  of  library  commissioners.  A  pleasant 
room  in  the  basement  housed  the  collection  of  500  books  which  were  arranged 
by  grade.  In  addition  to  this  there  were  collections  of  pictures  and  finely 
illustrated  books,  books  on  vocational  guidance,  school  administration, 
sanitation  and  hygiene,  books  for  boy  scouts,  and  those  containing 
myths,  legends  and  folklore.  These  were  used  extensively  by  the  members 
of  the  Library  methods  classes  and  also  by  other  students  of  the  school. 
There  were  many  visitors  who  used  and  inspected  the  equipment  and  ob- 
served the  work.  At  least  once  a  day,  ten  minutes  of  the  class  hour  was 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  books  found  in  the  collection,  the  purpose 
being  to  enlarge  the  book  acquaintance  of  the  members  of  the  class.  Through- 
out the  course  the  aim  was  to  make  the  work  as  practical  and  useful  as  pos- 
sible to  the  teachers  and  applicable  to  the  conditions  in  their  own  school 
rooms.  To  this  end  they  compiled  $10  purchase  lists  of  books  for  their 
school  and  prepared  lesson  plans  for  teaching  the  use  of  the  dictionary,  of  an 
index,  etc.  The  list  of  cheap  reference  and  supplemental  material  and  the 
course  in  the  use  of  reference  books  were  much  appreciated.  Practice  in 
accessioning,  classifying  and  shelflisting  was  given,  the  two  later  extending 
through  the  work  in  cataloging.  Each  member  of  the  class  catalogued  25 
books,  the  complete  set  of  cards  illustrating  the  cataloging  rules  studied. 
The  special  lectures  were  given  by  Miss  Greene,  of  the  New  York  public 
library  and  treated  of  the  following  subjects:  Books  and  reading;  Biography, 
travel  and  history;  Picture  books  and  their  illustrators;  Poetry  for  children; 
anH  Storytelling.  The  two  last  were  given  before  the  general  assembly.  la 
addition,  there  was  a  story  hour  for  the  children  of  the  training  school.  In- 
formal talks  were  also  given  before  several  classes  of  the  school.  In  all 
these  ways  attention  was  directed  to  the  course.  The  most  potent  factor 
in  its  success  are  students,  who  having  derived  help  from  the  course,  direct 
others  to  it.  The  fact  that  the  class  has  grown  steadily  in  size  is  proof  that 
the  work  is  not  only  needed  but  appreciated. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

LIBRART  SECTION. 

The  library  met  in  the  Baptist  church,  Ann  Arbor,  at  2:15  p.  m.,  Friday, 
October  31. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Arbaugh,  Euperintendent  of  schools,  Ypsilanti,  made  the  open- 
ing address. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Heineman  from  this  country,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Spencer  acted  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Adam  Strohm,  librarian  of  the  Detroit  public  library,  presented  a 
paper  on  "Some  phases  of  popular  education." 

Mrs.  Gudmn  Thome-Thomsen,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  gave  an 
address  entitled  "The  Odyssey,  a  Greek  hero  tale." 

Mrs.  Bessie  Leach  Priddy,  of  Adrian,  read  a  paper  entitled  "What  the 
teacher  expects  of  the  librarian." 

Miss  Nellie  Loving,  librarian  Ann  Arbor  Public  School  library  spoke 
informally  on  the  subject  "What  the  librarian  expects  of  the  teacher". 

Mr.  W.  E.  Arbaugh  presented  a  report  of  different  school  libraries  in  the 
state  which  he  had  compiled,  showing  conditions  in  the  stat«. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Mickens,  Adrian,  was  elected  chainnan  for  the  comii^  year. 
Mr.  David  E.  Heineman,  Detroit,  was  elected  secretary. 

The  section  then  adjourned. 


SOME  PHASES  OF  POPULAR  EDUCATION. 

UR.  ADAH  STROHU,  LIBRARIAN  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  DETROIT. 

In  the  modem  scheme  of  a  tax-supported  public  library,  the  librarian  of 
older  days — the  keeper  of  books,  the  scholar — is  somewhat  supplanted  by 
a  newer  type  of  a  librarian,  steeped  in  the  principles  of  efficiency,  a  manager 
of  a  public  service  corporation  whose  reports  with  almost  monotonous  regu- 
larity announce  "progress  and  expansion."  In  a  figurative  sense,  the  old 
librarian  of  scholastic  tendencies  holds  the  post  of  librarian  emeritus,  while 
his  successor,  trained  in  modern  aggressive  spirit  of  missionary  work,  is  "on 
the  bridge."  Respect  for  true  leamii^,  veneration  of  the  old  scholar,  are 
not  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  modem  education,  whether  along 
definite  lines,  like  our  schools,  or  along  more  informal  popular  lines,  like  the 
modem  public  library. 

From  the  days  of  the  founders  of  our  Republic  we  have  held  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  individualism,  the  safe-guarding  of  equal  opportunity  for  seu-de- 
velopment;  we  have  heard  recently  a  strong  voice  proclaim  his  faith  in  the 
abiding  principles  of  democracy  in  his  utterance  that  "The  hope  of  the 
United  States  in  the  present  and  in  the  future,  is  the  same  as  it  always  has 
been:  it  is  the  hope  and  confidence  that  out  of  unknown  homes  will  come 
men  who  will  constitute  themselves  the  masters  of  industry  and  of  politics: 
it  is  the  average  hopefulness,  the  average  welfare,  the  average  initiative  of 
the  United  States  that  make  it  rich."  Diri-=(j     ^lOOQlC 
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It  IB  the  law  of  the  land  that  matters  of  education  are  the  concern  and  care 
of  the  State  and  the  profession  represented  by  delegates  here  assembled  is 
giving  its  whole  energy  in  training  the  individuals  under  its  influence  toward 
fulfilling  this  hope  of  the  nation:  that  each  citizen  has  his  ambition  realized 
in  attaining  his  highest  usefulness. 

IndustriaJ  and  manual  training,  vocational  schools,  continuation  courses, 
evening  schools,  are  part  of  the  programme  of  public  education  as  carried 
out  in  our  democracy;  all  these  activities  are  prompted  by  the  experience  of 
^eg  that  "  A  nation  is  as  great,  and  only  as  great,  as  her  rank  and  file." 

Operating  side  by  side  of  the  public  schools  stands  the  modem  public 
library  ready  to  supplement  and  continue  the  efforts  of  formal  teaching. 
It  has  no  rigid  curriculum,  it  cannot  enforce  attendance,  but  it  offers  generous 
means  of  education  and  its  activities  furnish  an  outlet  for  almost  any  am- 
bition to  serve  our  fellow  beings  in  their  pursuit  of  happiness.  As  in  the 
case  of  schoolsj  the  library  does  not  confine  itself  merely  to  the  traditional 
methods  of  caring  only  for  those  who  may  apply — education  in  our  day  is  a 

[irocess  of  co-operation  rather  than  tutoring — it  is  reciprocal.  The  public 
ibrarian  of  today  has  surrendered  nothing  of  the  devotion  to  learning  and 
culture  distineuishing  his  colleagues  of  other  days  but  he  has  been  trained 
in  and  heartily  embraces  the  modem  understanding  of  the  privileges  and 
duties  of  public  service.  The  function  of  a  public  servant  is  less  the  exercise 
of  whatever  authority  his  office  may  confer  upon  him  than  the  implied 
privilege  of  being  a  partaker  in  a  "  sociological  and  national  experiment  of 
releasing  the  enei^,  of  wisely  directing  and  meeting  the  aspirations  of  all 
men  to  serve  his  fellow  beings  well."  The  public  library  with  its  elastic 
organization  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  a  center  of  sociological  thought  and 
investigation  generated  by  the  intensity  of  the  indigenous  dangers  of  a 
modem  city. 

Besides  co-operating  with  the  public  schools,  the  library  is  today  invading 
territories  formerly  untouched  by  its  activities.  Books  are  furnished  and 
information  is  gathered  for  the  solution  of  individual  problems  or  questions 
of  public  concern.  Most  public  libraries  of  today  have  special  departments 
for  the  study  of  civics  and  social  problems,  for  industrial  arts  and  com- 
mercial enterprises.  The  most  noteworthy,  far-reaching  development  in 
this  new  order  of  things  is  the  generous  provision  for  the  judicious  use  and 
enjoyment  of  good  books  by  children.  Agencies  for  the  distribution  of  books 
are  established  in  home  districts,  factories  are  equipped  with  library  Book 
facilities  as  are  social  settlements  and  mercantile  establishments.  Rural 
communities,  isolated  hamlets,  have  their  book  service— all  these  agencies 
of  popular  education  prompted  by  the  generous  determination  that  as  Ameri- 
cans we  have  a  right  to  an  opportunity  for  education. 

Indeed  the  activities  of  the  modem  public  library  in  this  direction  are 
scarcely  an  experiment  any  more,  our  "platform"  has  justified  itself,  our 
hopes  have  been  realized  in  a  measure  and  our  courage  is  strengthened. 
The  possibilities  of  aiding  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  good  are  multiply- 
ing and  our  sense  of  social  responsibility  is  being  brought  home  to  the  con- 
science of  all  of  us  in  viewing  the  vast  field  open  for  patriotic  service. 

Not  only  are  we  endeavoring  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  learned  professions 
but  we  invite  also  those  entrusted  with  public  affairs  to  lean  upon  our  city 
libraries  for  available  information  regarding  the  failures  and  successes  else- 
where, we  cater  to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  our  con- 
stituency, we  furnish  artisans  with  such  means  of  advancement  as  may  tie 
available  through  the  printed  page.     This  country  that  has  been  for  cen- 
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tunes,  and  ia  today,  the  end  of  the  journey  for  so  many  emiKrante, 
no  restriction  or  burden  on  individual  enterprise, — the  nations!  spirit  ia  one  of 
activity  and  initiative,  and  it  is  altogether  fitting  that  a  greeting  of  good  will 
should  meet  him  whose  journey  here  was  prompted  by  the  best  in  our  national 
ideals.  To  him,  as  to  others,  the  public  library  labors  for  the  happiness  of 
human  life  and  social  reconciliation. 

In  thus  declaring  my  adherence  to  the  aims  and  principles  of  popular 
education  as  interpret^  by  the  public  library  of  today,  I  have  an  appeal 
to  make  that  I  submit  for  the  earnest  consideration  of  all  workers  in  the 
field  of  education. 

The  public  schoob  in  fitting  the  individual  for  a  vocation,  the  public 
library  in  organizing  its  service  for  the  benefit  of  those  engaged  in  pursuits 
of  a  practical  nature,  in  promoting  material  prosperity,  are  fulfilling  an  im- 
portant and  legitimate  function,  but,  are  we  not  in  danger  of  over-emphasiz- 
ing the  practical  value  of  education  in  so  far  as  we  prescribe  how  to  attain 
practical  success  in  life. 

To  attribute  the  many  new  ideas  and  experiments  in  the  educational 
field  solely  to  the  theories  of  modem  democracy  would  be  a  discreditable 
display  of  unfamiliarity  with  the  new  problems  confronting  not  only  us,  but 
other  nations  as  well.  There  is  a  deeper  cause  for  the  endless  experiments 
and  liberalization  of  our  institutions  and  systems  of  education.  Is  it  not, 
as  a  foreign  critic  has  put  it,  that  modem  conditions  are  placing  a  verj-  great 
strain  on  human  beings — a  strain  greater  than  can  be  borne  by  the  normal 
individual  who  has  been  sufficient  for  the  demands  of  earlier  days?  Me- 
chanical inventions,  shortening  of  distances,  the  bringing  of  all  the  worid, 
as  it  were,  closer  together,  the  immense  development  of  science,  the  breakiog 
down  of  all  sanctions,  the  general  penetration  among  the  masses  of  new 
ideas, — all  this  is  making  life  very  much  more  difficult,  is  requirii^  a  higher 
type  of  human  being  than  was  produced  on  the  average  up  to  the  19th  century. 
In  our  anxiety  to  fit  the  new  generation  for  the  new  conditions,  we  turn  to 
education  to  produce  the  citizen  who  will  stand  the  new  test. 

With  our  national  genius  for  organization  and  reform,  we  specialize  to  the 
point  where  our  system  may  prove  of  too  great  a  stress  on  the  social  organism; 
already,  indeed,  we  see  the  old  structure  of  family  life  giving  way,  old  tradi- 
tions snapping  and  parting.  We  may  be  able  to  adapt  ourselves  but  in  taking 
up  new  ideas  and  new  methods,  we  should  learn  to  preserve  all  that  is  best 
from  the  past  and  keep  the  good  we  have.  . 

Is  there  possibly  a  serious  note  of  warning  which  we  should  all  heed  in  the 
good-natured  comment  of  Arnold  Bennett?  "The  American  businessman," 
remarks  Mr.  Bennett,  "loves  his  business.  It  is  not  his  toil,  but  his  hobby, 
passion,  vice,  monomania — any  vituperative  epithet  you  like  to  bestow  on 
it.  He  does  not  look  forward  to  living  in  the  evening;  he  lives  most  in- 
ten-sely  when  he  is  in  the  midst  of  his  organization;  bis  instincts  are  best 
appeased  by  the  hourly  excitements  of  a  good,  scrimmaging  commerical  day. 
He  needs  those  excitements  as  some  natures  need  alcohol.  He  cannot  do 
without  them." 

We  may  well  ask:  Has  this  spirit  of  pacemaking  invaded  also  the  pro- 
fessional fields? 

If  this  country,  so  palpitating  with  life,  has  given  so  much  to  make  the 
individual  efforts  daring  and  fruitful:  free  institutions,  personal  liberty  and 
abundant  reward  for  our  labors:  what  have  we  to  offer  as  reward  to  the  giver 
pf  all  this  bounty? 

It  is  true  that  every  producer  is  a  benefactor,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  our 
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civid  and  patriotic  obligations  call  for  a  sacrifice  on  our  part.  As  citizens, 
we  are  all  public  servants  and  in  that  spirit  should  all  education  proceed. 
We  may  still  pride  ourselves  that,  prosperous  and  resourceful  as  this  country 
is,  coldhearted  materialism  is  not  dominant  over  altruism  and  optimism;  we 
have  our  inspiring  sacrifices  of  the  past  and  we  have  our  cherished  ideals  of 
democracy.  But,  we  have  more  than  that.  The  whole  retrospect  of  hiunaa 
history  is  within  our  observation,  victories  won  in  peace,  and  war  of  stru^les 
for  principles.  To  us  have  been  transmitted  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  sage 
men,  works  of  art  and  literature  that  made  human  hearts  beat  with  new 
emotions,  that  marked  new  eras  in  the  history  of  nations.  If  the  students 
in  the  public  schools,  if  the  patrons  of  the  public  library,  have  a  right  to  the 
training  and  educational  tools  that  will  help  in  their  lives,  should  we  not  aJso 
bring  to  their  attention  the  full  meaning  of  ctUture,  of  the  forces  that  have 
wrought  deeply  in  centuries  past,  in  order  that  they  may  support  and  emulate 
the  brave,  noble  spirits  which  organized  society  and  nations  still  need  in  their 
onward  march? 

It  may  well  be  that  the  chief  aim  of  education  is  mental  training,  the  realiza- 
tion of  one's  capacity;  but  does  it  not  also  at  its  best  aid  in  instilling  into  oiu' 
conscience  a  code  of  moral  rectitude  and  in  fosterii^  high  public  sentiment? 
Its  noblest  task  is  one  of  character  moulding. 

I  assure  you  I  have  no  intention  of  holding  a  brief  for  academic  intellectual 
idlers  or  moralizing  ju^ers  of  epigrams.  There  is  no  gainsaying  the  words 
of  the  philosopher  that,  "We  learn  in  order  that  we  may  do,  we  master  each 
science  in  order  that  we  may  exercise  its  correspondent  art."  I  am  not 
ignoring  the  cultural  value  of  labor  in  asking  you  to  bear  in  mind  the  gentler 
aide  of  Hfe,  a  life  of  contemplation,  of  communion  with  heroic  things  in  human 
history,  of  thoughts  and  yearnings  that  have  inspired  the  poet,  the  artist, 
the  scientist,  the  patriot;  we  have  as  an  inheritance  the  messages-of  suffering, 
sorrow,  victory  and  joy  that  those  who  advanced  civilization  to  its  mile  prat 
of  today  have  left.  Should  we  not  also  offer  in  our  schools  and  in  our  li- 
braries the  service  that  not  only  gives  mental  drill  and  manual  skill  but  also 
calls  to  the  human  heart  and  tnental  vision?  The  privilege  of  obtaining  an 
education  is  not  repaid  by  merely  doing  well  for  ourselves  but  also  by  ad- 
justing our  own  lives  to  those  of  our  fellow-beings,  by  getting  in  line  with 
those  enlisted  to  serve  faithfully  in  the  cause  of  human  welfare, 

"Men  are  men,"  urges  John  Stuart  Mill,  "before  they  are  lawyers  or 
physicians,  or  merchants,  or  manufacturers,  or  mechanics;  and  if  you  make 
them  capable,  highminded  men,  they  will  make  themselves  capable  and 
sensible  lawyers,  merchants,  politicians,  artisans,  etc." 

I  have  abundant  faith  in  our  ability  to  stand  the  strain  of  modem  life, 
our  national  oi^anism  has  elements  of  nobility  as  well  as  of  crudeness,  its 
past  history  is  a  record  of  rectitude  as  well  as  of  mournful  errors,  but  above 
it  all  loom  its  self-confidence  and  colossal  sense  of  life. 

Let  us  as  keepers  of  books,  remember  that  the  basis  of  a  nation's  strength 
is  not  only  in  resources  and  in  industry  but  in  intellect,  morals  and  high 
purpose.  From  the  canvas  depicting  the  bygone  centuries  is  reflected  a 
sheen  of  the  enduring  results  of  human  endeavors  and  may  the  public  library 
and  the  public  school  serve  to  refract  this  light  and  illuminate  the  horizon 
ahead  of  us, — may  we  add  our  strength  in  fulfilling  the  hope  of  democracy 
that  this  nation  is  made  up  not  only  of  prosperous  people  but  of  men  that  are 
brave  and  women  that  are  true. 
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NORSE  HEROES. 

ABSTRACT   OF   A   TALK   GIVEN    BY    MBS.    GDDRUN   THORN E-THOMSS^N    OF   THE 

UNIVERSITY    OP   CHICAGO,    AT    THE   LIBRARY    SECTION    OP   THE   MICHIGAN 

STATE   TEACHERS'   ASSOCUTION,   OCTOBER   31. 

Three  types  of  heroes  are  to  be  found  in  early  Norse  literature. 

1.  The  god-hero  of  the  myth. 

2.  The  romantic  hero  of  the  saga. 

3.  The  realistic  hero  of  the  folk-lore. 

The  geography  and  climatic  conditions  of  Norway  explain  to  some  extent 
the  features  and  characteristics  of  Norse  mythology.  As  in  nature  there  i« 
apparent  a  stfuj^le  between  light  and  darkness,  cold  and  heat,  ice  cov^nl 
mountains  and  fertile  valleys,  so  in  the  mythology  there  are  huge  fierce 
giants  of  evil,  and  strong  brave  gods  who  are  at  warfare  with  them. 

Thor,  the  favorite  hero^od  of  the  early  Norwegians  is  fair  and  tall,  possesses 
marvelous  strength,  loves  the  fight,  is  ever  ready  and  untiring  in  his  war 
upon  the  jotuns  or  giants.  All  that  the  early  Norsemen  wished  he  mi^t 
be  able  to  do, 'Thor  could  do. 

The  stories  from  Norse  mythology  are  simple  in  language,  bold  and  pure 
in  thought  and  fascinating  in  imagery.  The  story  of  Thor's  journey  to 
Jotunbeim  was  told  to  illustrate  the  above  point. 

The  Norseman  created  his  god  in  his  own  image.  Our  saga-hero  is  only ' 
a  little  less  than  a  god.  He  fuso  loves  the  fight  and  laughs  at  danger.  He 
is  strong  and  brave.  Loyalty  to  kith  and  kin  and  faithfulness  in  word 
and  deed  are  salient  characteristics  of  our  hero.  Love  and  hate  are  the 
ruling  passions,  and  he  is  intense  in  both.  Sigurd,  the  Volsung,  and  Fritbj 
of  the  Bold,  are  the  most  beloved  heroes  of  the  NorSe  sagas. 

Norse  folk  lore  presents  one  well  wrought  type:  Boots,  the  cinder  lad. 
In  his  case  also,  it  h  accomplishment  that  counts,  but  his  is  not  a  preposeese- 
ing  appearance,  he  it  is  who  sits  in  the  fire  place,  ragged  and  dirty  playing 
in  the  cinders.  His  brothers,  that  is  the  world,  laugh  at  him,  no  one  be- 
lieves in  him,  but  when  the  trial  of  strength  or  bravery  or  wisdom  or  clever- 
ness comes,  it  is  Boots  who  rises  to  do  the  deed,  and  it  is  he  who  therefore 
marries  the  princess  and  gets  half  the  kingdom. 

Boots  represents  a  modem  ideal.  He  is  the  hope  of  the  downtrodden. 
The  folk  poet  says  thru  him;  Appearances  are  misleading,  there  are  hidden 
powers  in  those  whom  you  le.ast  expect  to  possess  them.  The  literature 
which  expresses  such  ideals  in  artistic  form  is  wholesome  food  for  Our  children. 
The  Norse  hero-stories,  whether  from  myth,  saga  or  folk  lore,  should  be  toW 
to  or  read  by  the  children  of  America. 
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WHAT  THE  TEACHER  EXPECTS  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

URS.  BESSIE  LEACH  PBIDDY,  ADRIAN. 

The  discussion  of  such  a  subject  as  "What  the  teacher  expects  of  the 
librarian"  is  peculiarly  difficult  because  we  not  only  have  so  many  grades 
of  school  work  applying  for  library  aid  but  we  also  have  librariaDs  so  var- 
iously, so  diversely  situated  as  to  time,  resources  and  contiguity  to  schools. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  what  we  should  expect  from  a  regular 
school  librarian,  that  is  a  librarian  who  is  virtually  a  jnembcr  of  a  school 
faculty,  housed  in  a  school  building  and  taxed  with  no  other  duties  than 
furthering  school  interests,  and  a  librarian  placed  in  charge  of  what  is  es- 
sentially a  public  library  and  open  to  all  the  demands  of  a  thoughtless  and 
insistent  public. 

For  today  I  shall  consider  a  situation  that  would  be  a  happy  medium  but 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say  exists  in  far  too  few  places,  a  situation  where  the 
librarian,  although  in  a  public  library,  has  time  enough  at  her  disposal,  and 
resources  enough  at  her  command,  to  open  and  operate  branch  school  de- 
partmental and  reference  libraries. 

I  choose  this  as  an  ideal  arrangement  for  co-operation  between  school  and 
library  because  I  believe  it  eliminates  the  most  evils.  The  pupils  can  in  this 
arrangement  come  in  contact  with  the  larger  library  and  form  the  public 
library  habit  which  is  a  highly  desirable  thing.  The  schoob  will  have  books 
ready  at  hand  for  use  during  study  hour  periods  and  instead  of  sitting  like 
"dumb-driven  beasts"  droning  over  one  besmeared  text  book  the  young 
people  can  become  voluntary,  earnest  seekers  after  knowledge,  lured  bv 
attractive  new  pages  that  have  been  chosen  with  an  eye  for  beauty  of  il- 
lustration and  appeal  to  youne  interest. 

In  consideration  today  I  will  eliminate  the  claims  of  the  grade  t«acher  on 
the  time  of  the  librarian,  not  because  such  claims  are  not  highly  important, 
but  because  I  feel  that  at  present  everywhere  among  librarians  there  is  a 
keen  interest  in  juvenile  literature  and  that  in  their  children's  rooms  and 
story-telling  hour  librarians  are  doing  a  wonderful  work. 

The  co-operation  of  the  library  and  the  upper  grammar  grades  and  the 
b^h  school  presents  a  far  more  difficult  problem.  Now  this  matter  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  teacher  and  librarian  is  a  somewhat  difficult  question — 
a  question  upon  which  the  high  strung  nerves  of  kindred  temperaments 
sometimes  find  difficulty  in  free  self  expression. 

Both  teachers  and  librarians  are  earnest,  enthusiastic  and  conscientious. 
Both  are  zealous  in  doing  all  that  is  desired  of  them.  If  they  do  not  now 
co-operate  to  the  fullest  extent  it  is  because  the  revelation  of  an  effective 
maimer  of  co-operation  has  not  yet  been  made. 

The  school  and  the  library  are  essentially  parts  of  the  same  plant,  both  the 
organs  of  the  tax-paying  public  ordained  to  further  the  free  education  of  the 
community.  They  are  only  perfect  organs  when  used  in  co-operation  and 
the  library  is  not  merely  an  accessory  to  the  school  but  becomes  the  con- 
tinuation school  for  each  pupil  as  he  passes  from  childhood  to  maturity. 

With  this  thought  in  mind  the  teacher  should  seek  the  co-operation  of  the 
librarian  not  merely  as  an  aid  to  her  own  work  but  with  a  view  of  teaching 
all  the  children  the  value  and  use  of  a  library  merely  as  citizens  that  they 
may  continue  to  develop,  by  the  use  in  mature  life — that  the) 
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selves  be  willing  and  intell^ent  supporters  of  a  good  library  in  their  com- 
munity. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  are  four  necessities  for  any  school,  faculty, 
laboratory,  libraty  and  museum  and  further  that  "the  library — the  great 
classified  orderly  arranged  record  of  experience  is  the  greatest  of  the  four 
elements  of  educational  equipment," 

1.     Library  as  educational  equipment — W.  E.  Henry.     Pub.  lib.   IS- 
291-4-0     '08. 

It  is  self  evident  that  since  the  library  is  helpful  because  it  is  orderly  and 
classified  that  one  of  the  first  essentials  for  obtaining  its  benefits  is  a  wider 
knowledge  of  its  systems  and  resources. 

Need  of  a  definite  dividing  line  in  duties  of  teacher  and  librarian  in  teach- 
ing use  of  books: 

For  the  dissemination  of  such  knowledge  we  rely  upon  both  the  teacher 
and  the  librarian  and  it  would  seem  that  some  definite  division  of  labor  be- 
tween them  would  be  helpful, 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  far  too  little  attempt  is  made  in  the  school 
room  to  teach  the  proper  use  of  books.  To  the  teacher  should  fall  the  duty 
of  a  more  careful  training  in  use  of  title  pages,  prefaces,  tables  of  contents 
and  indexes.  Schools  are  supplied  with  too  few  encyclopedias,  atlases  and 
year  books  for  the  study  period  use  of  their  pupib. 

Librarian  conferences  with  teachers: 

For  a  division  of  such  work  frank  conferences  between  librarians  and  the 
teaching  body,  talks  from  the  librarian  to  the  teachers  and  sets  of  lessons 
for  the  teachers  to  give  the  children  on  the  use  of  reference  books,  card 
catalogues,  etc.,  would  effect  much. 

It  would  be  easy  to  write  a  flowery  and  indefinite  paper  on  the  beauties 
of  co-operation  between  the  teacher  and  librarian,  but  to  definitely  plan  out 
various  feasible  and  practical  things  that  they  may  do  to  aid  each  other  is 
not  so  easy. 

But  definite  and  practical  suggestions  are  what  I  wbh  to  bring  this  after- 
noon so  pardon  me  if  I  seem  blunt. 

Too  much  of  the  energy  of  this  century  has  gone  into  the  organization 
that  effects  nothing — Too  much  of  our  aspiration  when  we  educators  "reason 
t<^ether"  is  of  the  nature  of  a  gaseous  amusement  balloon,  earth-born, 
heaven-ascending,  awe-inspiring,  but  over-inflated  and  subject  to  mid-air 
explosion  where  its  vapors  trail  off  for  an  atmospheric  dissemination  and 
return  not  again  in  visible  terrestrial  effect. 

Librarians  bulletin  to  teachers: 

One  practical  suggestion  that  occurs  to  me  is  for  the  librarian  to  send  to 
the  teachers  each  year  a  bulletin  giving  points  enabling  the  teacher  to  make 
better  use  of  the  library  and  the  librarian.  She  doubtless  observes  many 
things  done  thoughtlessly  or  ignorantly,  the  omission  of  which  would  smooth 
some  wrinkles  of  care  from  her  brow.  With  her  greater  technical  skill  and 
her  probable  permanency  of  position,  among  a  shifting  corps  of  teachers,  she 
doubtlessly  dusts  with  a  heavy  heart  many  a  costly  vohmie — many  a  useful 
tool  lying  foi^otten  on  her  shelves. 

Departmental  bibliographies: 

Each  teacher  would  highly  prize  departmental  bibliographies  prepared  to 
"  file  and  supplementetl  regularly  by  notice  of  all  new  additions.  Conferences 
between  department  heads  and  librarians  could  force  useful  additions  throi^ 
and  keep  departmental  reference  files  up  to  date.     If  only  busy  librarians 
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had  time  annotated  lists  giving  valuations  and  scope  of  books  would  be 
especially  prized. 

Current  literature  bulletins: 

Bulletins  givinf;  lists  of  educational  articles  in  current  literature  and 
special  bulletins  bearing  news  of  valuable  departmental  articles  would  be  a 
boon  to  the  busy  teacher. 

Topical  bibliographies: 

Co-operation  systematically  undertaken  on  the  much  demanded  topical 
research  could  be  of  countless  value  to  both  librarian  and  teacher.  If  the 
teacher  advised  of  her  list  of  topics  in  advance  giving  also  her  own  references 
and  then  the  librarian  added  the  references  that  she  could  supply  and  pre- 
serve the  whole  as  a  card  catalogue  topical  reference  bibliography,  in  time 
a  very  valuable  and  time-saving  device  would  be  evolved. 

Type  written  slips  would  follow  very  easily  for  distribution  to  pupils  when 
these  topics  were  desired  the  next  year.  These  slips  could  be  prepared 
either  by  the  librarian  or  in  the  commercial  department  of  the  school. 

Conversant  with  text-book  changes: 

Teachers  would  like  to  have  librarians  keep  conversant  with  text-book 
changes  and  familiarize  themselves  with  the  new  references  liable  to  be  de- 
manded by  these  books.  They  would  like  to  have  them  as  interested  as 
themselves  in  seeing  the  best  of  these  references  on  the  shelves. 

Conversant  with  new  methods  in  teaching: 

If  the  librarian  keeps  herself  conversant  with  the  new  methods  in  teaching 
she  will  realize  the  great  present  need  for  sutBcient  duplicate  copies  of  certain 
works  to  supply  whole  classes  in  history  and  literature  at  one  time  and  she 
will  add  her  influence  in  securing  these  concessions  from  school  boards. 

Meet  demand  for  illustrative  material : 

She  will  also  be  alive  to  the  gr«it  present  demand  for  illustrative  material 
and  be  as  keen  on  the  secret  of  pictures,  postcards  and  slides  as  the  teacher 
herself.  The  libraries  must  aid  in  these  new  methods  or  the  schools  must 
install  plants  for  themselves. 

Talks  to  English  classes  and  normal  classes  on  authors,  story-telling,  etc., 
and  to  teachers  on  reference  work: 

Librarians  talks  to  English  classes  on  authors  and  their  homes  and  habits — 
illustrated,  if  possible,  could  be  used  to  great  advantage  with  normal  classes. 
They  can  do  a  fine  service  by  revealing  to  them  the  story  telling  field. 

To  teachers  themselves  lessons  on  reference  work  would  be  highly  ac- 
ceptable. 

Recommended  lists  for  children's  reading: 

The  librarian  and  the  teacher  working  together  on  lists  of  children's  read- 
ing will  evolve  better  recommendations  than  either  can  alone. 

Together  they  can  develop  book-love  in  the  child — the  greatest  refining 
influence  of  civilization. 

Type  written  copies  of  poems  and  selections  out  of  books  not  loaned  out: 

Type  written  copies  of  poems  and  selections  out  of  books  not  loaned  but 
would  be  of  great  service  at  time.^  of  special  programs. 

Files  of  catalogues  of  publishing  houses  and  book  review  magazines  open 
to  teachers  would  often  be  of  the  greatest  assUtance. 

A  study  room  for  teachers  at  the  library  where  a  desk  could  occasionally 
be  left  undisturbed  would  be  a  boon.  More  teachers  would  frequent  the 
library  if  a  quiet  comer  existed  for  them. 

I  am  not  pausing  to  dwell  much  on  what  tlie  teacher  and  librarian  are  both 
aiming  to  do  for  the  child.     Of  that  we  probably  have  the  same  ideal,  but  I 
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do  want  to  indicate  the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  develop  the  "  book  sense" 
in  the  child.  To  most  children  and  to  some  "grown  ups"  anythii^  in  print 
is  true  "the  book  said  so"  b  final.  Some  are  pleased  to  call  the  psycbologj' 
of  the  printed  page— an  ability  to  consider  and  weigh  authorities  is  a  much 
to  be  desired  quality. 

Into  the  matter  of  topical  research  comes  this  opportunity  of  instilling 
the  ability  to  perceive  the  aroma,  the  flavor  of  literary  expression.  The 
collateral  reading  is  not  assigned  for  the  search  for  fact  it  ia  assigned  to 
produce  familiarity  with  the  books,  with  the  authors  of  the  field — to  produce 
in  the  child  the  love  of  good  reading  and  the  ability  to  search  ajid  analyte 
a  subject  from  various  viewpoints. 

Working  together  eamestfy  and  understandingly  with  a  definite  com- 
prehension of  the  true  aim  of  the  work — the  teacher  and  the  tibrariao  will 
be  able  to  effect  much  for  the  future  generation. 

From  the  start  to  the  finish  all  the  institutions  of  society  are  the  organs 
of  education,  and  education  has  one  all  embracing  aim,  efficient  living. 

The  school  and  the  library,  the  teacher  and  the  librarian  labor  and  co- 
oiwrate  that  they  may  produce  for  the  community  the  eye  that  is  keen,  the 
nead  that  is  clear,  the  hand  that  is  ready,  the  heart  that  is  r^ht. 
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UPPER  PENINSULA  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

LIBRARY  SECTION. 

The  library  section  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  Educational  Association  met 
at  Ishpeming,  Friday  morning,  October  10th. 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  Pearl  A.  Margison,  of  Crystal  Falls,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Hill,  of  Crystal  Falls,  acted  as  cliairman  and  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  of 
Lansing,  acted  as  secretary. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Miss  Lydia  Olson,  of  The  Marquette  Normal,  and  a 
discussion  followed. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Miss  Lois  Spencer,  of  Menominee,  who  gave  an  in- 
teresting account  of  her  work  in  connection  with  the  schools.  A  transcript 
of  this  paper  follows  in  this  report.  A  discussion  of  the  paper  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Waldo.  Mr.  Waldo's  remarks,  while  brief,  were 
interesting  and  illuminating. 

The  library  section  was  invited  to  join  with  the  primary  section  in  listening 
to  a  paper  by  Mrs.  Gudrun  Thome-Thomsen,  entitled  "  Children's  literature." 
Mrs.  Thomsen  spoke  before  a  large  and  attentive  audience  and  was  invited 
at  the  close  of  the  address  to  tell  some  stories,  which  she  did.  In  the  after- 
noon she  was  invited  to  make  an  address  at  the  Ishpeming  Public  Library. 

Miss  Lydia  Olson,  of  Marquette,  was  elected  chairman,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Spencer  declined  to  be  elected  secretary  for  the  coming  year,  and  the  office 
was  allowed  to  remain  vacant. 


HOW  THE  LIBRARY  MAY  HELP  THE  SCHOOLS. 

MISS  LOIS  A.  SPENCER,  LIBRARIAN  SPIES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  HBNOUINEE. 

The  librarian  makes  a  visit  to  each  grade  during  the  year,  telling  stories 
and  giving  instruction  in  the  care  of  books  to  the  four  lower  grades.  Ex- 
planation of  the  arrangement  of  books  and  how  to  find  them  in  the  library 
IS  given  to  the  next  three  grades.  A  course  of  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
library  including  reference  books  and  periodical  indexes,  to  the  eighth  grades, 
in  September  and  October. 

The  plan  of  this  course  is  modeled  after  one  prepared  by  Miss  Mary  A. 
Smith  of  the  Madison  Free  Library,  Madison,  Wis.  It  is  necessary  first 
to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  superintendent  and  teachers.  The  li- 
brarian goes  for  four  consecutive  mornings  to  the  schoolroom  for  one 
period  each  morning  usually  thirty-five  minutes  long.  Pupils  are  asked  to 
recite  on  the  work  given  the  day  before.  After  these  lessons  are  finished  the 
children  come  to  the  library  in  groups  of  10  to  15  for  a  practical  test. 

Ideas  to  teach. 
First  talk. 

1.  Classification  of  books. 

2.  Arrangement  in  the  library. 

a.  Get  idea  clear  that  arrangement  is  to  get  all  books  on  a  sub- 
ject tc^ether. 

b.  Put  on  blackboard  the  ten  classes.     Have  pupils  team., 
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3.  Cutter  number  explained. 

4.  Call  number.    Why?    Have  pupils  know  ita  make-up  next  day. 

5.  Draw  plan  of  book-room.    Explain  "stack,"  labels  on  Etacks 
and  shelves. 

Second  day — Reference. 

1.  Begin  with  quiz — call  number  on  the  board. 

2.  Explain  biography  Cutter  number. 

Collective. 
Individual; 

3.  Reference  books. 

a.  Mark  for  reference  books  in  call  number. 

b.  Pass  over  general  encyclopedias  lightly. 

c.  Explain  special  encyclopedias. 
Third  day— Catalog. 

•i.    Quiz. 

2.  Why  you  do  not  print  a  list.    Explain  the  tenn  "Card  catalog." 

3.  The  different  kinds  of  cards,  author,  title,  subject,  reference, 

a.  Let  children  guess  at  subject.     Dictate  cards. 

b.  Have  large  cards  printed  (with  rubber  stamp  out5t,  if  you 
have  one)  illustratii^  the  various  kinds. 

4.  Draw  plan  of  catalog  case. 

a.    Arrange  cards  in  alphabetical  order  and  place  in  right  drawer, 
indicated  by  the  label. 
Fourth  day — Indexes. 

This  is  the  place  we  talk  of  order,  or  discipline. 

1.  Take  magazine,  show  table  of  contents,  number,  volume,  file. 

2.  Plan  of  r^ing  room. 

3.  Poole's  Index  and  Readers'  guide. 

a.  Put  names  on  board,  with  dates. 

b.  Show  one  number  of  the  Guide  and  explain  cumulation. 

c.  Give  little  quiz  about  when  to  look  for  certain  subjects; 
e.  g.  airships,  Panama  canal,  etc. 

d.  Explain  citations  and  meaning  of  abbreviations. 

e.  Show  sheet  of  list  of  magazines  and  explain  such  as 

Forum  1 — date. 

Livmg  age  112-116;  120-129. 

f.  Explain  how  to  find  the  volumes  after  the  citation  is  under- 
8t«od. 

Fifth  day — Children  in  library. 
Best  to  have  them  in  the  morning. 
1.    Give  different  color  cards  with  different  questions  on  them. 

a.  Yellow  card— Shelf  question. 
Find  books  and  bring  to  desk. 

b.  White  card— Catalog  question. 

Find  book  by  subject,  or  author  or  title. 

c.  Blue  card — Periodical  questions. 
Find  the  articles  asked  for. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  have  the  teacher  come  with  the  pupils. 
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UPPER  PENINSULA  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  organization,  The  Upper  Peninsula  Library 
Association,  occurred  at  Ishpeming,  Oct.  7-8,  just  preceding  the  Upper 
Peninsula  Educational  Association  meeting. 

It  was  opened  by  a  very  delightful  reception  given  by  the  libranan,  Mrs. 
Brayton,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Tuesday  evening.  Wednesday  morning 
the  first  business  was  the  discussion  of  the  advisibility  of  joining  with  the 
Upper  PAiinsula  Educational  Association,  but  it  was  decided  to  remain  a 
separate  organization. 

Then  followed  a  trustee's  section.  The  first  paper  by  Mr.  Begole  of  Mar- 
quette was  "Why  I  am  a  trustee."  He  made  the  point  that  the  trustee's 
was  a  double  duty,  both  to  the  library  and  to  the  city,  and  only  by  serving 
them  both  would  he  do  his  best  work. 

As  Menominee  is  dependent  for  support  on  the  generosity  of  its  common 
council,  Mr.  Cox  of  that  city  recommended,  in  discussing  "Better  financial 
support "  the  preparation  of  a  budget  and  other  methods  of  showing  the  needs 
for  the  funds  required.     He  also  su^ested  fifty  cents  per  capita  for  library 

X)rt  as  a  fair  amount  for  which  a  small  library  would  be  justified  in 
g. 

Mr.  Wiley  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  su^ested  in  "The  cost  of  service  and  ad- 
ministration" that  of  the  three  divisions  of  expenditure,  books,  salaries  and 
maintenance,  the  effort  should  be  to  reduce  the  last  named  to  the  lowest 
possible  terms  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  two. 

A  discussion  of  "The  amount  needed  for  books"  by  Mr.  Kearney  of  Iron- 
wood  brought  out  the  regrettable  fact  that  so  often  that  amount  was  de- 
termined by  the  funds  left  from  all  other  expenses,  and  spoke  of  various 
means  of  remedying  this. 

The  next  two  papers  "The  ideal  library  trustee"  by  Mr.  fieldeu  of  Ish- 
peming, and  "The  librarian  and  the  Trustee"  by  Miss  Adah  Shelly  of  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  discussed  the  relation  between  the  two  from  opposite  viewpoints. 

Miss  Ethel  Kellow  spoke  of  "The  children's  room"  from  her  experience 
at  Painesdale  where  the  patronage  is  largely  children.  Story  hours,  the 
distribution  of  fiower  seeds,  and  reading  and  sewing  and  other  clubs  make 
that  library  attractive  to  the  children. 

Every  librarian  hopes  for  as  delightful  relations  between  the  library  and 
the  women's  clubs,  as  that  so  charmmgly  pr^ented  by  Mrs.  Celia  K.  North- 
rup  of  Marquette  as  her  experience. 

Miss  Altna  Olsen  of  Marquette  in  talking  of  "Planning  a  year's  work" 
suggested  that  if  the  inventory,  the  lecture  courses,  the  exhibits,  and  other 
things  sometimes  treated  as  extras,  be  planned  as  part  of  the  year's  work, 
the  work  would  be  much  simplified. 

The  experience  of  Mrs.  Grierson  of  Calumet  with  "Picture  and  clipping 
collections"  was  most  suggestive.  They  use  a  great  many  penny  pictures, 
as  well  as  more  expensive  ones.  The  work  of  mountbg  them  is  done  at 
odd  times,  and  any  number  needed  is  circulated. 

In  speaking  of  "The  assistant"  Miss  Ella  Josey  of  Calumet  emphasized 
the  need  of  a  thorough  understanding  between  the  librarian  and  the  staff, 
of  entire  loyalty  to  the  librarian,  and  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility. 

The  afternoon  closed  with  a  book  symposium,  most  interesting  but  too 
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long  to  report;  the  adoptioa  of  a  constitution,  and  the  election  of  the  toUow- 
ing  officers: 

Miss  Alma  Olseo,  Marquette,  President. 

Mrs.  Grierson,  Calumet,  Vice-President. 

Miss  Lois  Spencer,  Menominee,  Treasurer. 

Miss  Adah  Shelly,  Sault  Ste,  Marie,  Secretary. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Ahem  of  "  Public  Libraries"  was  the  speaker  of  the  evening, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  State  Commission.  Her  address  was  on  "The 
business  of  being  a  librarian"  and  it  made  every  librarian  present  feel  that 
it  was  very  worth-while  and  responsible  business,  indeed.  It  was  an  in- 
spiring close  to  a  good  and  helpful  meeting. 

HEUBER8  OF  THE  UPFEB  PENIN8UI.A  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

a  Lois  A.  Spencer Menominee. 

Alma  A.  Olson Marquette. 

Sezerine  E.  Wellet Negaunee. 

Mrs  Nellie  Brayton Ishpeming. 

Lydia  M.  Olson Marquette  Nonnal  School . 

Esther  Kronlund Ironwood. 

Ethel  Kellow Paineadale. 

a  Mrs.  E.  S.  Grierson ...  Calumet. 

a  Adah  Shelly Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Lura  Urubaker E^canaba. 

Constance  Haugen Houghton. 

These  do  not  include  any  assistants. 

The  a  indicates  association  with  the  State  Library, 


THE  IDEAL  TRUSTEE. 
WH.  P.  BELDEN,  ISHFGMINQ. 

This  subject  relates  rather  to  mythology  than  to  present  conditions.  An 
ideal  is  something  we  work  towards  but  never  realize.  There  are  no  ideal 
trustees. 

We  may  perhaps  consider  with  profit  the  relation  which  trustees  bear  to 
the  library,  and  their  opportunity  for  useful  work. 

Nearly  all  of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  are  non- 
provided  with  public  libraries.  In  several  instances  this  has  been  done 
through  the  gifts  of  Mr,  Camegie.  In  others,  through  the  generosity  of 
local  citizens  or  of  local  business  interests,  and  the  rest  through  general 
taxation.  In  all  these  places,  the  public  library  has  become  an  important 
educational  factor  in  the  life  of  the  community,  and  should  be  treated  as 
such. 

To  my  mind,  the  proper  function  of  the  board  is  to  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  may  be  the  extent  of  the  usefulness  of  the  public  library,  and  to  endeavor 
to  maintain  it  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  in  appropriate  relation  to  the  other 
public  activities  of  the  community.  It  cannot  be  reckoned  with  the  public 
schools,  and  yet  in  the  opportunity  it  gives  for  r^earch  and  special  study, 
it  can  and  does  materially  aid  and  strengthen  that  tremendously  important 
branch  of  city  government.     Its  importance  to  the  family  cannot  of  course 
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be  justly  com[>ared  with  such  public  necessities  as  good  streets,  a  pure  water 
supply,  an  adequate  sewer  system  and  good  lights,  all  of  which  the  city 
supplies.  But,  nevertheless,  the  additional  comfort  and  contentment  which 
good  books  bring  into  the  home  life  and  the  opportunity  they  afford  for  self 
improvement  and  even  advancement  make  the  public  library  of  only  sec- 
ondary importance  to  these  necessities  which  I  have  mentioned. 

The  library  is  a  splendid  supplement  to  every  good  work  in  the  community, 
and  the  more  it 's  used,  the  more  its  influence  will  be  felt.  But  it  should  be 
treated  as  a  supplement. 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  a  reasonable  limit  beyond  which  the  board  is  not 
justified  in  expending  the  public  money  for  library  purposes.  I  am  here 
referring  to  libraries  which  are  supported  and  maintained  by  public  taxation. 
What  that  limit  should  be  is  a  matter  to  be  determined  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  each  town,  and  the  demands  of  its  reading  public.  There 
should  be  an  efficient  force  in  charge.  The  number  of  books  should  be 
steadily  increased  by  judicious  and  systematic  purchases.  And  yet,  as  I 
have  said,  this  should  be  done  with  appropriate  regard  to  the  other  necessary 
expenditures  of  the  town. 

When  the  city  of  Ishpeming  assumed  the  maintenance  of  the  library 
given  it  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  its  charter  was  amended  so  as  to  impose  an  annual 
tax  of  one  mill  on  the  total  assessed  vaJuation  of  all  property,  for  library 
purposes.  On  the  basis  of  the  assessed  valuation  at  that  time,  this  provided 
an  annual  fund  of  about  $6500,  which  has  proved  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
library,  install  new  steel  book  racks,  make  all  necessary  repairs,  meet  the 
annual  budget  of  expenses,  and  purchase  about  1200  new  books  per  year. 
Since  1911,  the  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  property  has  been  such 
that  if  the  one  mill  tax  had  been  levied  it  would  have  produced  nearly  $14,000 
in  1911  and  1912  and  probably  more  than  that  in  1913.  Meanwhile,  there 
has  been  no  such  change  in  the  expenditures  of  the  city  for  other  purposes, 
and  our  board  deemed  it  unnecessary  and  unwise  to  levy  the  full  amount 
specified  in  the  charter,  and  the  annual  appropriation  for  library  purposes 
has  therefore  remained  unchanged  at  $6500.  It  is  quite  probable  that  in 
view  of  the  increasing  patronage  of  the  library — its  total  circulation  has  in- 
creased from  37,600  ui  1907  to  82,838  in  1912— it  may  become  necessary 
to  increase  this  appropriation  to  meet  the  additional  expense  involved,  but 
the  course  followed  by  the  board  will  at  least  serve  to  illustrate  my  statement. 

Aside  from  the  man^cment  of  the  business  and  financial  aifairs  of  the 
library,  perhaps  the  most  important  work  of  the  board  relates  to  the  purchase 
of  books.  The  ideal  trustee  would,  I  presume,  devote  much  of  his  time  to 
the  examination  of  each  proposed  new  list  of  books  and  perhaps  of  the  books 
themselves.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  for  trustees  who  are  men  of  affairs 
to  make  any  such  personal  examination.  They  must  of  necessity  rely  largely 
upon  the  .good  judgment  of  the  librarian.  They  can  provide  the  best  aid 
obtainable  through  book  reviews  and  periodicals  designed  to  facilitate  the 
selection  of  good  books.  They  can  determine  the  general  policy  to  be  fol- 
lowed so  as  to  keep  the  library  well  balanced,  covering  fiction  and  non- 
fiction,  and  including  standard  sets  of  permanent  value,  as  well  as  the  newer 
publications.  One  way  of  testing  the  desirability  of  purchases  is  to  make 
an  occasional  examination  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  the  books  are 
never  called  for,  or  are  only  occasionally  used.  Also  to  note  particularly 
whether  the  unused  books  include  recent  purchases.  The  board  should  also 
keep  closely  informed  in  reference  to  requests  for  books  not  contained  in  the 
library  so  as  to  meet  as  far  as  possible  the  public  demand.     tSpeaking  general- 
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ly,  it  b  usually  wise  to  purchase  all  good  books  which  are  requested  for  pur- 
poses of  study,  research  or  even  special  work,  as  well  as  general  reatUng. 
This  encourages  patrons  to  make  suggestions,  helps  them  to  realize  that  this 
is  in  fact  their  library  and  often  results  in-  material  assistance. 

As  I  have  said,  I  think  the  trustees  should  treat  this  work  as  an  important 
public  activity,  and  administer  it  on  a  business  basis.  They  should  meet 
regularly  and  consider  and  discuss  all  questions  of  importance.  They  should 
keep  a  record  of  every  meeting  showing  what  business  was  transacted.  They 
should  make  atmual  reports  to  the  municipality  whether  required  to  do  so 
by  law  or  not.  This  places  before  the  public  the  results  of  each  year's  work, 
and  keeps  the  taxpayers  advised  as  to  the  use  made  of  their  money. 

And  finally,  they  should  endeavor  to  help  their  own  librarian  and  as- 
sistants not  only  to  administer  the  library  efficiently,  but  also  to  appreciate 
that  this  work  in  which  they  are  ei^aged  is  in  many  ways  the  most  de^rable 
and  useful  employment  which  the  municipality  has  to  give,  that  the  oppor- 
tunity can  only  be  extended  to  a  limited  number,  and  that  the  privilege 
of  engaging  in  library  work  carries  with  it  the  duty  and  responrability  of 
rendering  the  best  service  that  can  be  fi^ven. 
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EASTERN  HICHIOAN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE,  PONTIAC. 

The  inventory  taken  for  the  last  biennial  report  of  the  a^lum  at  Pontiac 
shows  the  library  to  contain  the  following  volumes:  fiction,  628;  history, 
biography,  etc.,  385;  travel,  adventure,  etc.,  119;  science,  poetry,  relif^on 
and  miscellany,  209;  magazines,  367;  attendants'  library  on  nursing,  78; 
total  1,786  volumes.  The  books  are  practically  all  old  and  worn,  many 
being  covered  with  a  gray  cloth  cover  for  protection,  the  title  and  number 
printed  on  the  outside.  This  adds  to  the  generally  monotonous  and  un- 
attractive appearance.  They  are  kept  in  a  room  oft  the  first  floor  corridor  of 
the  asylum  and  under  the  general  supervision  of  James  J.  Hurst  who,  how- 
ever, can  give  but  very  little  attention  to  it.  For  one  hour  each  afternoon  it 
is  open  and  taken  care  of  by  a  patient.  The  men  and  women  patients  come 
on  alternate  days,  always  under  the  care  of  an  attendant.  The  books  are 
shelved  behind  a  glass  partition,  placed  with  their  backs  against  the  glass. 
The  patient  thus  may  see  the  titles  of  the  books  although  unable  to  handle 
them.  All  books  are  given  a  fixed  location  on  the  shelves.  The  management 
do  not  tliink  it  advisable  to  give  the  patients  access  to  the  books.  From 
the  current  expense  account  $35  per  year  b  set  aside  for  the  purchase  of  new 
books  and  the  purchase  and  binding  of  magazines.  The  latter  seem  in  this 
asylum,  as  in  the  others,  a  favorite  form  of  reading,  giving  variety  and  plenty 
of  illustrations  and  not  calling  for  long  concentration  of  attention.  This 
library  needs  help  in  every  way,  assistance  in  getting  a  permanent  library 
fund,  better  selection  in  purchasing,  more  modern  methods  of  administra- 
tion and  general  inspiration  as  to  its  therapeutic  value  to  their  patients.  At 
present  It  is  entirely  a  side  issue,  an  added  burden  to  Mr.  Hurst  whose  time 
is  otherwise  crowded  with  duties. 

The  traveling  library  sent  to  the  asylum  had  been  received  and  those  books 
most  worn  had  been  sent  to  Detroit  for  repairs  and  rebincUng. 

lONlA  STATE  HOSPITAL,  lONU. 

At  the  asylum  for  the  criminal  insane  there  is  a  library  of  about  six  hundred 
volumes  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Robertson,  the  assistant  physician. 
Many  of  the  books  have  been  donat«d,  and  the  rest  were  purchased  from 
money  especially  appropriated  by  the  legislature — two  hundred  dollars  in 
1889  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  1905.  The  selections  for  purchase 
are  made  by  Dr.  Long,  the  superintendent.  Only  about  sixty  of  the  inmates 
are  able  to  use  the  library.  Of  these  the  women  are  inclined  to  use  fiction 
while  the  men  care  more  for  history,  biography  and,  in  some  cases,  the  best 
of  literature.  One  comjAlation,  "The  world's  best  literature,"  is  very  popu- 
lar, four  volumes  being  out  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  Because  of  a  peculiar 
hallucination  of  many  of  the  men  that  they  are  of  superior  mental  ability 
they  read  books  which  would  not  attract  them  in  normal  life.  The  books 
are  distributed  and  collected  once  a  week  by  an  interne.  A  number  of 
magazines  are  taken  to  be  distributed  in  the  wards.  There  is  no  attempt 
to  bind  them — they  are  simply  used  until  worn  out.    A  list  of  the  books  is 
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left  in  each  ward  and  requests  ar^  granted  whenever  possible.     The  books 
are  not  catalogued  but  are  shelved  on  open  shelves  in  the  chapel. 

MICHIGAN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE,  KALAMAZOO. 

The  library  of  the  Michigan  hospital  for  the  insane,  consisting  of  about 
twelve  hundred  books,  is  shelved  at  present  in  locked  cases  in  a  small  room 
which  cannot  be  closed.  Dr.  Noble  intends  to  transfer  it  to  a  larger,  brighter 
room  where  the  doors  on  the  cases  can  be  dispensed  with.  A  table  and  two 
or  three  chairs  are  the  only  pieces  of  furniture  in  the  room.  The  man^e- 
ment  are  fortunate  in  having  a  fund  of  ¥1,000,  the  interest  of  which  may  be 
used  for  books.  This  has  enabled  them  to  add  a  little  fresh  material  each 
year.  About  two-thirds  of  the  collection  is  fiction,  the  other  third  being 
made  up  mostly  of  travel,  history  and  biography  with  a  scattering  few  of 
the  other  classes.  The  patients  come  to  the  library,  a  group  of  about  twenty- 
five  at  a  time,  from  the  different  halls  and  under  the  care  of  a  hail  nurse. 
They  can  stay  but  a  short  time  since  all  must  be  accommodated  in  the  three 
hours  once  a  week  that  the  library  is  open.  There  are  about  two  hundred 
patients  who  are  able  to  use  the  library,  mostly  those  who  remain  for  a  short 
period.  Miss  Marie  Horton,  the  chief  clerk,  has  chai^  of  the  work  in 
addition  to  her  other  duties.  The  older  books  have  at  some  time  been 
classified  by  a  modified  Dewey  system,  but  it  has  not  been  kept  up.  The 
collection  is  well  chosen  and  for  the  most  part  is  in  good  condition.  The 
men  patients  like  best  thrilling  adventure,  but  also  read  a  large  percentage 
of  non-fiction,  travel,  history,  out-of-door  books,  etc.  The  women  care 
almost  entirely  for  fiction,  stories  of  the  type  of  "The  rosary  "  and  "  Freckles," 
This  library  needs  new  books  along  the  line  of  recent  travel  and  exploration, 
nature  study,  (they  now  have  a  few  bird  books  which  circulate  constantly) 
books  of  invention,  handicraft,  etc.,  but  so  far  aa  it  goes  it  seems  well  adapted 
to  the  patients'  needs.  Books  on  nursii^  would  be  helpful  to  the  nurses. 
Mrs.  Noble  has  been  of  great  a^istance  in  the  selection  of  books,  reading 
each  one  before  it  is  put  into  the  library.  Dr.  Noble  assures  us  of  his  desire 
^o  co-operate  in  every  way  with  the  commission  in  whatever  they  may  plan 
lo  do,  saying  he  will  be  veiy  glad  to  carry  out  any  suggestion  they  may  make. 

MICHIGAN  HOME  FOR  THE  FEEBLE  MINDED  AND  EPILEPTIC,  LAPEER. 

The  library  at  the  home  for  the  feeble  minded  and  epileptic  con^sts  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  volumes  and  is  kept  in  the  office  of  the  school 
principal,  Miss  Sugars.  The  present  books,  purchased  before  the  Binet 
test  for  accurately  testing  the  patients'  mentality  was  put  into  use,  have  be«i 
found  to  be  generally  too  hard  for  the  readers.  An  exception  m^bt  be  made 
of  perhaps  twenty-five  or  thirty  volumes.  The  mentality  of  the  patients 
ranges  from  helpless  idiocy  to  twelve  years,  with  an  average  of  seven  years. 
A  very  few  adult  epileptics  have  periods  of  normality  but  these  are  of  short 
duration  and  at  rather  long  intervals.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
institution  has  a  very  special  need  of  the  best  books  for  the  very  young 
readers — brightly  colored  picture  books  and  the  simplest  stories.  Fairy 
stories  are  repeatedly  asked  for.  The  present  library  is  not  catalogued. 
The  books  are  given  out  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Miss  Sugars  each 
Saturday  morning.  No  fund  is  especially  provided,  the  purchases  so  far 
having  been  made  from  the  current  expense  account.  This  is  an  institution 
where  the  Library  Commission  could  be  of  very  special  help.     Both  Dr. 
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Haynes  and  Miss  Sugars  expressed  ihe  need  of  assistance,  especially  in  book 
Belection. 

MICHIGAN  REFOBUATORY,  IONIA. 

The  library  of  the  Michigan  reformatory  at  Ionia  consists  of  approximately 
twenty-five  hundred  volumes,  almost  entirely  fiction,  and  is  boused  in  a 
glass  partitioned  room  in  the  rotunda  of  the  main  building.  The  books  are 
in  good  condition  but  are  not  catalogued  being  always  recorded  by  their 
accession  number.  Mr.  Reasoner,  the  head  of  the  night  school  has  charge 
of  the  library  in  addition  to  bis  school  duties,  but  the  books  are  distributed 
and  collected  by  one  of  the  trusted  men.  This  is  done  every  morning,  the 
men  being  allowed  a  special  request  once  a  week.  The  fund  for  the  library, 
amounting  to  an  average  of  three  hundred  dollars  yearly,  is  created  by 
visitors'  fees.  Until  rather  recently  the  books  were  chosen  by  Mrs.  Fuller 
who  still  takes  a  very  understanding  interest  in  the  library. ,  Now  Mr, 
Reasoner  does  the  buying.  This  library  serves,  besides  the  men,  the  officers 
and  their  families  and  also  neighbors  who  live  near.  The  class  of  prisoners, 
six  hundred  in  all,  are  mostly  younger  offenders  and  short  term  men.  A 
great  many  of  them  are  under  twenty-five  years  of  a^  and  many  are  unable 
to  read  or  write  when  they  enter.  This  makes  an  especially  hard  problem 
in  purchasing  since  they  have  boys'  mentality  and  ability,  but  men's  ex- 
periences and  view  points. 

HICHIOAN  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF,  FLINT. 

The  Michigan  school  for  the  deaf  has  a  library  of  about  6,500  volumes 
in  charge  of  Miss  Ida  M.  Austin  who  is  able  to  give  it  a  large  share  of  her 
attention.  It  is  supported  byan  appropriation  of  S500  each  biennial  period, 
and  occupies  a  large  well  lighted  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  school  building. 
The  books  of  the  library  are  shelved  on  open  wall  shelves,  and  are  not  cata- 
Ic^ued  but  given  a  fixed  location.  About  twenty-five  per  cent  are  juvenile, 
and  twenty  per  cent  adult  fiction.  The  reference  collection  is  good,  and  they 
have  a  fairly  good  supply  of  easy  supplementary  readers.  The  schedule 
of  work  fills  the  children's  day  so  full  that  they  have  less  time  for  leisurely 
reading  in  the  library  than  is  desirable.  They  come  by  classes  with  their 
teachers  and  choose  the  books  to  take  to  the  dormitory  but  spend  little  time 
reading  in  the  library.  The  librarian,  Miss  Austin,  is  keenly  interested  in 
her  work,  but  she  labors  under  special  difficulty  Ijecause  of  the  children's 
lack  of  language.  Only  the  simplest  stories  can  be  read  and  appreciated 
by  even  the  older  ones.  They  need  many  duplicate  copies  of  the  youngest 
books.  The  commission  can  be  of  greatest  service  to  this  school  in 
organizing  the  library  and  advising  Miss  Austin  in  regard  to  purchases, 
etc.     She  seemed  eager  for  help  and  suggestions. 

MICHIGAN   soldiers'   HOME,    GRAND   RAPIDS. 

The  soldiers'  home,  Grand  Rapids,  has  a  Ubrary  of  approximately  four 
thousand  volumes,  housed  in  a  room  devoted  entirely  to  that  purpose  and 
located  just  off  the  main  corridor  of  the  building.  While  it  is  under  the 
general  supervision  of  Major  Coffin,  the  actual  work  is  carried  on  by  one  of 
the  old  soldiers,  Mr.  Hawley,  who  is  paid  a  small  salary  for  his  services. 
The  money  ior  the  purchase  of  the  books  and  magazines  is  such  as  can  be 
saved  from  the  current  expense  account  and  amounts  to  from  seventy-five 
to  one  hundred  dollars  per  year.  General  McGurrin  and  Major  Coffin  use 
their  judgment  as  to  its  expenditure.     The  library  is  open  from  8  to  11  a.  m. 
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and  1  to  4  p.  m.  every  day  except  Sunday.  The  shelves  are  entirely  open, 
but  the  books  are  not  catalogued,  being  shelved  alphabetically  by  author, 
with  an  attempt  made  to  arrange  them  by  class.  About  seventy-five  per 
cent  are  fiction,  the  other  twenty-five  per  cent  being  divided  among  bound 
magazines  and  the  other  classes.  To  the  users  this  seems  a  good  division 
since  they  are  all  old  men  and  use  it  purely  for  recreation.  The  library  re- 
ceives regularly  seventeen  current  magazines,  some  of  which  are  taken  in 
duplicate  for  the  hospital  and  for  the  annex  where  the  soldiers'  wives  find 
widows  live.  General  McGurrin  received  the  offer  of  commission  help  very 
cordially,  assuring  us  that  any  suggestions  we  might  make  would  be  carried 
out.     Their  chief  need  is  in  the  reorganization  of  the  library. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  PRISDN,  JACKSON. 

The  Jackson  state  prison  library  consists  of  about  thirty-five  hundred 
volumes,  all  old  and  nearly,  or  quite  half  of  them,  so  badly  worn  that  they 
should  be  discarded.  The  chaplain.  Rev.  E.  H.  Lougber,  has  supervision 
of  the  library,  a  trusted  man  doing  the  actual  work  of  distributing  the  books, 
for  as  yet  no  prisoners  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  library.  He  takes  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  work  and  has  done  much  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  books 
by  having  them  mended  and  rebound  in  the  print  shop.  The  books  are  wdl 
housed  in  a  room  well  lighted  by  daylight,  although  perhaps  inadequately 
by  artificial  fight.  The  wails  and  shelves  are  painted  white  and  are  neatly 
kept.  The  furniture,  designed  for  other  purposes,  has  been  made  to  serve 
in  this  room.  The  classification  is  by  location  only.  An  attempt  was 
evidently  made  at  some  time  to  group  by  classes  but  the  plan  has  not  been 
carried  out  so  that  at  present  the  classes  are  badly  confused.  As  to  the 
method  of  distributing  the  books,  a  printed  catalc^ue  issued  in  1904  is  given 
to  the  men.  From  this  they  copy  on  their  cards  the  book  numbers  of  several 
which  they  wish,  and  these  cards  are  returned  with  the  books  they  have 
finished  reading.  From  these  numbers  the  attendant  makes  a  selection 
which  he  distributes,  serving  a  certain  section  of  the  prison  each  day.  Em- 
ployes make  very  little  use  of  the  books.  The  quality  of  the  books  in  the 
library  is  almost  without  exception  good  so  far  as  subject  matter  goes,  but 
many  are  not  adapted  to  the  pecufiar  needs  of  the  prisoners.  Those  which 
the  prisoners  do  enjoy  have  been  read  and  reread  until  they  are  worn  out. 
True,  there  are  some  books,  Parkman's  histories,  for  instance,  which  would 
probably  be  enjoyed  if  the  prisoners  could  be  allowed  to  visit  the  fibrary 
and  look  over  the  books,  but  choosii^  as  they  must  only  from  the  catalogue 
these  books  do  not  attract  them.  They  need  very  greatly  good  live  books 
of  the  day — popularly  written  books  of  science,  useful  arts,  travel  and  ex- 
ploration, out-of-door  life  and  clean,  wholesome  stories  of  vigorous  action. 
Under  the  supervision  of  the  commission,  it  would  be  possible  with  the  ud 
of  the  prison  print  shop  to  make  helpful  lists  for  distribution,  etc.  Both  Mr. 
Simpson  and  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Lougher,  were  very  cordial  in  their  reception 
of  the  idea  of  commission  help,  urging  the  great  need  of  some  one,  who, 
through  a  knowledge  of  books  and  book  sources  could  purchase  wisely  and 
economically,  and  who  could  put  the  library  in  proper  condition  for  better 
administration.  With  the  library  brought  up  to  date  a  revised  finding  list 
could  probably  be  prepared  by  the  attendant  under  the  supervision  of  the 
conmiission,  and  printed  on  the  prison  press. 
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NORTHERN    MICHIGAN   ASTLUH   FOR  THE   INSANE,   TRAVBBBE   CITT. 

The  Northern  Michigan  asylum  library  needs  help  from  the  commission 
in  every  way.  It  consists  of  about  five  hundred  volumes  practically  all 
old  and  worn,  and  shelved  in  locked  cases  in  a  corridor  of  the  main  building. 
Those  most  likely  to  be  used  are  covered  with  gray  cloth  covers.  A  printed 
catalogue  shows  that  there  have  been  at  one  time  about  twelve  hundred 
volumes  but  they  have  been  worn  out  and  not  replaced  until  reduced  to  the 
present  number.  Patients,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  trusted  ones, 
do  not  come  to  the  library — in  fact  but  very  little  use  is  made  of  it.  Miss 
Rutherford,  the  housekeeper,  has  nominal  charge,  but  with  no  hours  de- 
voted especially  to  it,  and  her  hours  crowded  with  other  duties  she  has  been 
able  to  accomplish  very  little.  Many  magazines  are  taken  by  the  institu- 
tion which  are  distributed  in  the  wards  and  many  are  received  as  gifts.  This 
type  of  literature,  here  as  in  the  other  asylums,  is  satisfying  to  many  patients, 
but  there  are  also  many  who  would  make  good  use  of  a  well  chosen  and  at- 
tractive library.  The  employees  also,  a  great  many  of  whom  are  required 
to  live  in  the  building,  would  appreciate  the  library  if  it  were  kept  up  to  date. 
The  management  has  on  hand  about  $170  remaining  of  an  appropriation 
made  in  1907  for  books  and  musical  instruments.  Dr.  Munson  was  out  of 
the  city,  but  Dr.  Rowley,  the  assistant  medical  superintendent,  expressed 
every  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  commission  in  building  up  the  library. 

STATE  PUBLIC  SCHOOI.,  COLDWATER. 

The  library  of  the  state  public  school  at  Coldwater  is  kept  in  locked  cases 
in  the  back  parlor  or  reception  room.  It  contains  about  2,000  volumes 
and  is  in  char^  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Kinney,  the  chief  clerk.  Pupils  and  teachers 
may  come  at  any  time  to  exchange  books.  The  library  is  miade  up  of  works 
of  good  value,  but  about  four-fifths  of  them  are  adult.  The  few  children's 
books  in  the  library  have  become  worn  and  have  been  rebound,  generally  in 
black.  The  condition  is  crowded,  in  a  number  of  the  cases  the  books  being 
'  shelved  two  rows  deep.  In  a  tittle  store  maintained  for  the  children  and  open 
for  an  hour  each  Saturday  morning  there  is  kept  a  small  collection,  twenty- 
five  or  thirty,  of  the  children's  books.  These  are  circulated  at  that  time. 
But  for  the  little  children  of  kindergarten  and  first  and  second  grade  age 
there  is  practically  nothing — no  picture  books  whatever.  The  school  has 
two  small  funds  of  one  thousand  and  twelve  bimdred  dollars  respectively, 
the  first  for  the  purchase  of  the  children's  Christmas  ^fts  and  the  other  for 
extr^.  The  latter  helps  out  on  the  Christmas  expenses  and  maintains  the 
little  store,  but  leaves  practically  nothing  for  books.  In  the  school  rooms 
they  seem  to  have  only  books  for  supplementary  work.  Of  the  adult  books 
in  the  library  but  a  small  percentage,  perhaps  25  per  cent,  are  fiction,  with 
history,  travel,  biography  and  literature  making  up  the  rest — ahnost  no 
science,  useful  arts,  fine  arts,  sociology,  religion  or  philosophy.  They  have 
one  encyclopedia — an  old  edition  of  Chambers.  A  printed  finding  list, 
issued  in  1887,  has  been  supplemented  with  pencilled  additions.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  control  as  well  as  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
warmly  endorsed  the  commission's  idea  of  supervision  and  seemed  anxious, 
expressing  every  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  commission  in  its  plans. 

STATE  SANATORIUM,  HOWELL. 

The  library  at  the  sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  at  Howell 
consists   of   240   volumes — practically   all   fiction.     The   books  ibave.|)«ai 
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accumulated  by  donations,  mostly  from  fonner  patients,  and  by  a  voluntary 
contribution  of  25  cenis  each  among  the  patients.  They  are  not  catalogued, 
but  arranged  in  cases  by  accession'  numbers.  The  books  are  kept  in  sec- 
tional bookcases  in  the  reception  room  of  the  administration  building  where 
the  patients  come  every  day  for  their  meals.  The  matron,  Miss  Young, 
has  general  supervision,  but  one  of  the  patients  has  charge  of  distributing 
the  books.  ThU  is  done  each  night  after  dinner  from  sbt  to  six-thirty.  The 
men  and  women  among  the  eighty  patients  number  about  equally,  but  the 
proportion  constantly  varies.  They  want  only  to  "be  amused  and  enter- 
tained. For  the  most  part  they  are  too  sick  to  care  for  heavy  reading.  TTie 
quality  of  their  present  books  is  fairly  good  but  they  have  the  serious  problem 
of  fumigation.  Those  patients  who  have  most  nearly  recovered  he^tate 
to  use  the  books  handled  by  other  patients  who  may  not  have  been  so  careful. 
At  present  they  have  no  system  of  fumigation  other  than  putting  the  books 
in  the  general  fumigation  room  which  of  course  is  not  sufficient.  Dr.  Pierce 
would  be  grateful  for  whatever  information  we  could  give  him  regarding  the 
moat  approved  methods  of  handling  such  books.  In  any  event  their  books 
should  not  be  long  lived— they  should  tie  destroyed  before  they  become 
germ  carriers.  If  the  library  commission  can  furnish  them  discarded  traveling 
libraries,  Dr.  Pierce  feels  that  they  will  fill  a  present  need  which  there  is  no 
other  means  of  meetii^.  Su^estions  as  to  book  selection  and  administration 
will  be  very  welcome  and  the  commission  may  be  sure  of  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  both  Dr.  Pierce  and  Miss  Young. 

Adelia  R«d. 
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LETTER  OP  TRANSMITTAL 

January  2,  1915. 
Hon.  W.  N.  Fbbbib^ 

Oovemor  of  MicIUgan: 
Sib — I  have  the  boDor  to  submit  tbe  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 

1914. 

Very  respectfully, 

HsNRr  R.  Pattbngili., 

President. 
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REPORT  OP  SECRETARY 

The  activities  of  the  Board  of  library  commissioners  for  1914  have 
been  a  continiiation  of  the  work  of  the  previous  year.  The  Bummer 
schools  were  conducted  as  nanal  with  an  increased  number  of  pnpils. 
The  Board  has  been  exceeding  fortunate  in  secnring  the  service  of 
competent  and  enthusiastic  instructors,  who  have  given  their  best  ef- 
forts, thus  making  the  course  of  great  educational  value  to  the  teachers 
for  whom  the  work  is  planned.  Ferris  Institute  shows  the  banner  class  of 
62  in  the  regular  course,  while  Miss  Hutchinson's  course  in  story  telling 
shows  an  attendance  of  100.  The  classes  at  Kalamazoo  and  Marquette 
were  nonual. 

Four  round  tables  were  held  during  the  year  by  the  Board  of  library 
commissioners  and  the  State  library  association.  The  meetings  have 
been  of  great  value  to  the  small  libraries  who  through  lack  of  means  can- 
not avail  themselves  of  more  expensive  methods.  A  splendid  impetus  has 
been  given  to  the  traveling  libraries  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Mun- 
Kon.  Deputy  supt.  of  pnblic  instruction  and  Mr.  George  N,  Otwell,  Assist- 
ant, who  by  their  recommendation  of  these  libraries  ha-re  lai^ly  increased 
the  circulation  of  the  IkmAs. 

The  increased  interest  in  the  establishment  of  public  libraries  in  this 
state  is  shown  by  the  numerous  letters  of  inquiry  received  by  the 
secretary  of  this  Board.  Caro,  Wyandotte,  Marine  City,  Stambaugh  and 
Dundee  are  agitating  the  question  with  prospects  of  success. 

During  the  present  year  a  library  visitor  will  visit  the  public  libraries 
in  the  8tate  giving  special  attention  to  the  smaller  libraries  who  need 
help  along  the  various  lines  of  technical  work.  The  Commission  also 
hopes  to  continue  the  library  courses  in  the  County  normals.  A  report 
of  the  work  already  done  appears  in  this  report.  The  resignation  of 
Miss  Blizabeth  B.  Bouan  has  delayed  this  work  which  will  be  taken  up 
again  in  the  near  future.  In  Miss  Ronan's  resignation  the  Commission 
hAS  Itwt  a  valuable  assistant  whose  position  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 

Uast  O.  Bpbncbr, 

Secretary. 
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LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS 
BAY  VIEW  ASSEMBLY 

rUttA  B.   ROBERTS,  INBTBUCTOB 

Mias  Flora  B.  Roberts,  instructor  at  Bay  View  for  tlie  seaBon  of  1914, 
in  her  report  to  Mrs.  Spencer,  writes  as  follows : 

We  iiiive  crtiidiicteil  two  classes :  one,  from  9  A,  M. — 10  A.  M,  in  Library 
methods:  the  second  in  Children's  reading  from  11  A.  M. — 12  P.  M. 

The  members  of  the  class  in  library  methods  were : 

Cole,  Alice.  Pree.  of  the  libnirv  board  of  a  snbBcription  library  ia 
Ch<wter.  HI. 

Faust,  Mrs,  J,  H,  Librarian  of  a  small  public  library  in  Chester,  III. 

Gross.  Carrie  R.  Teacher  in  the  grammar  schools  of  Louisville,  Ky, 

Norman,  Lydia.    Layman  from  Louisville,  Ky. 

Sebring,  Mrs.  Laura.    Teacher  in  Elkton,  Mich. 

Thompson,  Isabella.    Librarian,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

Lofltfleld, Teacher. 

Miss  Greene  who  had  charge  of  the  children's  work,  had  an  attendance 
which  ran  from  8-2A,  averaging  about  12.  She  gave  much  Inspiration  to 
those  who  came.    She  and  her  anbje<;t  deserved  a  Jarger  aadience. 

We  feel  that  we  have  done  a  good  deal  in  personal  talks  with  callers. 
And  the  books  themselves  have  been  in  constant  use,  both  by  the  children 
and  adults. 

Following  is  a  list  of  topics  used  with  my  class: 

I.  The  book 

i.     Modem  library  development 

3.  IJbrary  records 

4.  Classification 
5-6.  Catatc^ng 

7.    Loan  systems 

5.  Pamphlets,  clippings,  pictures 

9.  Government  documents 

10.  A,  L.  A.,  Wilson  Co.,  etc. 

II.  Vocation  of  a  librarian 

12,  Library  work  with  children  (Miss  Greene) 

i:i.  Magazines 

14-15,  Referrace  books. 

This  year,  it  seemed  feasible  to  omit  the  regular  technical  work  and 
make  the  whole  coarse  more  inspirational. 

The  looms  were  open  from  8:30  A.  M.— 12  P.  M.  and  from  1 :30  P.  M. 
—5  I'.  M. 

Miss  Tyler  of  New  York,  gave  one  lecture  on  story-telling. 

In  order  to  advertise  more,  I  think  the  work  should  be  on  the  printed 
programme  which  l»e<ome«  the  Bible  of  all  Bay  View  people  through 
the  Assembly. 

The  hooks  liere  ai-e  a  flue  demonstration  and  do  an  inimenae  (unoant 
of  good.  L ,  iz.i.  .rLiOOgTC 


LIBRARY  TRAINING  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS 


FERRIS  IN8TITXJTE.  BIG  RAPIDS 

FIARENCE   U.   HOPKINS,    INSTBDCTOB 

The  work  in  Library  economy  at  tiie  Ferris  institute,  for  the  snmmer  of 
1914,  opened  June  29,  with  Ave  sections  (wliich  were  afterwards  com- 
bined into  four) — and  continued  until  August  7,  The  enrollment  at  the 
end  of  the  session  was  sixty-two.  The  interest  seemed  well  sustained 
throughout  the  course,  and  the  response  cordial.  The  new  "Preferred 
list  of  boolis  for  district  school  libraries"  was  a  mine  of  wealth  to  those 
expecting  to  be  called  upon  to  select  books  for  local  libraries.  The  work 
on  Children's  literature,  conducted  by  Miss  Mary  D.  Hutchinson  of  the 
Cleveland  normal  school,  was  cordially  welcomed.  Miss  Hutchinson  gave 
an  evening  lecture  for  teachers  interested  in  the  selection  of  books  for 
children  on  myths  and  legends.  About  two  hundred  were  present.  She 
gave  the  story  of  Balder  from  the  N^orse  mytholt^y,  as  an  illustration  of 
the  charm  of  the  Norse  stories  for  the  story  hour. 

WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  KALAMAZOO 

ANNA  Li.  PBHNCH,  INSTEDCKW 

Eleveu  students  enrolled  in  the  classes  in  Library  methods  for  the 
summer  of  1914 ;  of  these,  four  were  rural  teachers,  six,  grade  teachers, 
and  one  a  student  preparing  for  library  school.  No  request  was  made 
for  the  technical  work,  so  two  classes  in  the  general  work  were  offered. 
This  course  aimed  to  accomplish  two  distinct  ends — first,  to  make  the 
students  acquainted  with  the  collection  of  books  for  children;  second, 
to  give  them  a  simple  working  knowledge  of  the  use  of  a  library,  and  of 
the  most  common  reference  books.  Unrlpr  the  first  head,  at  least  fifteen 
minutes  of  each  class  period  was  given  up  to  the  reviews  and  discussion 
of  the  children's  books.  During  the  week  of  July  6,  Miss  Mary  D. 
Hutchinson  gave  special  lectures  on  Children's  literature,  and  the  stand- 
ards for  judging  books,  which  she  gave,  were  applied  by  the  students  in 
their  discussions.  In  this  way,  each  one  became  familiar  with  a  larger 
number  of  books  than  she  could  personally  examine,  and  by  carefully 
annotating  her  catalogue,  has  a  good  list  for  her  special  needs.  The  work 
of  1he  second  part  of  the  course  covered  the  following: 

History  of  books,  binding  and  makeup 

T'se  of  indiiidual  book 

Indexes 

Classification 

Catalogue 

Magazines  and  magazine  indexes 

Reference  books 

Two  days  were  given  to  the  discussion  of  magazines,  with  special  em- 
phasis on  good  magazines  for  the  small  school  library,  and  for  the  per- 
sonal use  of  the  teacher.  Two  periods  were  spent  on  simple  ot^anization 
of  the  school  library,  and  the  aids  offered  by  the  Library  commission. 
Outside  of  the  regular  classes,  many  students  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity    to    make    book     lists    for    fall     ordering.      Two    classes 
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Id  Rural  methods,  numbering  above  eighty,  had  special  lectures  and 
spent  several  observation  periods  in  examining  the  Ijooks,  and  a  class 
of  sixty  in  Literary  material  for  the  grades  used  them  constantly.  The 
advantage  of  having  these  books  at  hand  for  the  use  of  large  numbers  of 
students  who  have  no  other  way  of  seeing  good'  children's  books  cannot 
be  overestimated. 


NORTHERN  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  MARQUETTE 

MABIB  AMNA    NHWBBRBT,   INSI^ltCTOfi. 

The  class  in  Library  methods  numbered  fifteen  this  year  and  as  the 
demand  was  for  work  in  rhlldren'R  literature  and  reference  books,  the 
class  in  technicat  work  was  omitted.  The  term  extended  from  June  2&th 
to  August  7th  with  recitations  twice  each  day.  The  same  pieasant  quar- 
ters as  last  year  houpe<l  the  same  equipment  supplemented  by  a  few 
new  books.  Those  on  rural  education  proved  helpful,  useful  and  inter- 
esting to  a  number  of  classes  other  than  the  Library  methods. 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  cheap  reference  and  free  supplemental 
material  of  last  year  another  of  educational  exhibits  was  compiled  and 
mimeographed.  These  lists  and  a  number  of  advertising  booklets  such 
as  "Story  of  the  making  of  a  book"  "Blue  book  of  fiction"  and  some  U.  8. 
Bureau  of  education  Bulletins  were  obtained  in  sufiScient  qoantity  to  dis- 
tribute to  the  class  and  were  much  appreciated. 

The  aim  as  last  year  was  to  make  the  work  as  practical  and  useful  as 
possible  and  in  reply  to  the  question  "Should  library  methods  be  a  re- 
quired course  in  the  Northern  state  normal  school  and  why?"  came  a 
unanimous  answer  in  the  affirmative,  citing  some  twenty  reasons  why 
it  should  be  required.    Following  is  the  list : 

1.  Broadens  general  knowledge 

2.  Gives  student  knowledge  of  make  up  of  books,  of  how  to  use  them, 

contents  of 

3.  Leads  to  comparative  study  of  books 

4.  Helps  teachers  to  select  proper  books  and  stories  for  pupils  to  read 

5.  Helps  teachers  to  select  proper  books  for  libraries 

6.  Enables  student  to  help  herself  in  any  library  and  in  any  subject 

7.  Helpful  material  distributed 

8.  Teachers  gain  knowledge  of  sources  of  material — government  docu- 

ments, etc. 

9.  Saves  time  both  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  school 

10.  Gained  knowledge  of  content  of  an  ordinary  dictionary 

11.  Realize  value  of  direction  of  pupils'  reading  by  teacher 

12.  Inspires  teachers  to  have  good  libraries 

13.  Tells  them  the  laws  under  which  school  libraries  are  maintained 

14.  Suggests  methods  of  obtaining  money — socials,  library  days,  etc. 

15.  Tells  what  money  is  theirs  by  law 

16.  Warns  against  subscription  agents  and  unwise  purchases 

17.  Teaches  care  of  library  records,  etc. 

18.  Teaches  classification  which  before  had  no  meaning 
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19.  Introduces  them  to  new  books  of  reference  most  helpful  to  them  in 

their  work 

20.  Makes  teacher  realize  responsibilit;  in  cnttivating  the  reading  habit 

Miss  Mary  D.  Hntchinson  of  the  Cleveland  normal  training  school 
gave  the  lectures  on  Children's  literature,  one  of  which  was  given  in  gen- 
eral assembly  and  another  before  two  classes  which  met  together  for  that 
pnrpose.     Stories  were  told  before  the  grades  of  the  training  school. 

Throughout  the  entire  course  great  interest  was  displayed  both  by 
those  in  the  class  and  visitors  who  came  to  use  the  equipment.  That  the 
work  was  appreciated  and  welcomed  by  those  who  elected  it  is  proven  by 
the  extra  time  and  labor  voluntarily  spent  in  examining  the  books  and 
material.  To  meet  this  demand,  the  room  was  opened  on  Saturday 
mornings. 


COUNTY  NORMAT.  LE<:'TfRE  COURSE— IflU 

Classes  for  a  week  each  were  held  in  twenty-one  normals  in  the  course 
of  this  work.  A  general  outline  of  the  course  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
port from  Lapeer,  which  was  the  first  class  visited.  Three  hundred  and 
forty-two  students  took  the  work,  beside  the  teachers  and  high  school 
students  who  were  present  at  all  or  part  of  the  classes.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  classes,  many  talks  were  given  outside  the  class,  including 
those  to  the  general  public,  women's  clubs,  high  school  classes  and  school 
rooms.  The  talks  and  stories  in  the  schoolrooms  were  carefully  planned 
as  models  for  the  normal  students  who  were  present  whenever  possible. 
An  average  of  two  and  one-half  hours  for  each  of  five  days  was  given 
to  the  regular  work,  the  time  outside  larying  according  to  conditions. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ronau  was  the  Commission's  representative  and  made 
the  following  report. 

LAPEER   COUNTY 

Report— County  Normal — Library  Course.     Jan.  4-9,   1914,     School  at 
T^peer — 11  pupils. 

MAKTHA    MCAETHUR,  PEINCIPAL 

There  is  a  practice  room  of  grades  1,  2  and  6  in  charge  of  Miss  Broad- 
head,  critic  teacher.  All  of  the  normal  pupils  are  girls  and  four  have 
had  a  complete  high  school  course.  There  are  about  150  books  in  the 
Normal  school-room,  part  from  the  school  library  upstairs,  part  the  prop- 
erty of  the  teachers  in  charge  and  a  few  the  property  of  the  Normal 
class.  The  books  are  all  on  pedagogy  or  some  of  the  subjects  usually 
tanght  in  the  rural  schools.  There  are  not  very  many  childrena  books  in 
the  main  library. 

Thirteen  addresses  were  given  as  follows:  Nine  to  the  normal  class 
on  (1)  History  and  value  of  school  libraries  and  how  to  make  them  eflB' 
cient.  (2)  Organization  and  administration  of  the  small  library  and  the 
laws  governing  them.     (3)  Library  aids,  with  emphasis  on  what  tbe  state 
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library  coald  give.  (4^  Book  selection  and  buying,  with  special  atten- 
tion to  picture  books  and  reference  books,  illustrated  by  the  books  in  the 
state  exhibit.  (5)  Library  technique,  with  practice.  One  class  was  an 
address  to  the  general  teachers'  meeting  of  some  35  in  number,  practically 
a  repetition,  by  request  of  the  Superintendent,  of  first  lecture  to  the  Nor 
mal  class.  One  talk  was  given  to  a  class  of  about  40  juniors  and  seniora 
of  the  High  school  on  the  classification  system,  the  nse  of  the  catalogue 
and  of  the  reference  aids  in  a  large  library.  T^is  was  by  request  of  the 
English  teacher,  who  is  greatly  interested  in  library  work  and  was  espe- 
cially for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils  going  to  higher  institutions.  One  talk 
was  to  the  High  school  teachers  on  reference  work.  A  brief  address  was 
made  to  the  Home  culture  club  one  evening  on  the  use  of  periodicals  in 
reference  work  and  the  various  state  aids  to  library  activities.  One  even- 
ing a  conference  was  held  with  the  school  board  on  increasing  the  nae- 
fulness  of  the  library.  FiT*  other  rooms  were  visited  and  short  talks 
given  on  the  Care  of  books.  A  story-honr  was  held  in  the  practice  and 
the  Home  of  the  feeble  minded  was  visited,  at  the  request  of  the  Saper 
intendent,  and  help  given  to  the  Principal  of  the  school  on  choice  of  pic- 
ture books  and  fairy  tales.  The  people  of  the  town  were  very  cordial 
and  interested  in  the  work. 


NEWAYGO  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course,    Jan,   12-17,  1914.     School 
at  Fremont — ^22  pupils. 

CARRIE  L.   CABTBR,  PRINCIPAL. 

There  is  also  a  practice  school  of  grades  4  and  5,  in  charge  of  Miss 
Barr^'.  critic  teacher.  All  of  the  class  had  had  experience.  Fourteen  of 
the  class  were  high  school  graduates,  at  least  one  had  bad  a  business 
course,  and  t^veral  of  the  girls  had  taught  for  sometime.  There  was  a 
fair  high  school  library  in  a  partly  organized  condition.  There  was  also 
a  smalt  collection  of  books  in  the  room,  but  these  could  not  be  catalogued 
as  they  belonged  largely  to  private  collections. 

During  the  week  about  half  of  each  school  day  was  used  in  the  regu- 
lar lectures.  The  teachers  came  to  the  lectures  whenever  possible.  In 
addition  to  the  lectures,  there  was  one  round  table  held  with  all  the 
teachers,  talks  on  the  Care  of  books  in  two  rooms,  stories  told  and  help 
given  to  the  High  school  teachers  in  organizing,  classifying  and  catalogu- 
ing their  library. 

The  Superintendent,  High  school  teachers,  Normal  principal  and  teach- 
ers generally  seemed  mnch  interested  and  very  much  alive,  but  the  town 
is  not  at  all  interested  in  library  matters.  The  Commissioner  was  also 
very  much  alive  and  came  in  two  days  to  the  lectures  and  did  her  best  to 
make  the  work  a  success. 
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MISSAUKEE  COUNTY 

Report — County  Nomml — Library  Course,    Jan,  19-23,  1914.      School  at 
Lake  Citj — 13  pupils. 

GEHTRUDE  SECODD,  PRINCIPAL. 

The  practice  school  is  the  regular  2(J-3d  grade  room,  in  charge  of  Miss 
Hazard,  critic  teacher.  Two  of  the  class  were  boys,  all  were  from  the 
local  high  school,  and  seven  were  graduates.  Ten  classes  were  held  of 
about  forty  minutes  each.  Most  of  the  classes  were  at  the  end  of  the 
school  sessions,  so  that  the  teachers  could  attend.  In  addition  there 
was  a  round  table  talk  with  all  the  teachers,  a  class  for  the  High  school 
seniors  and  juniors  in  reference  work  and  talks  in  two  rooms  on  the  Care 
of  books.  The  High  school  teachers  and  the  two  Normal  teachers  were 
greatly  interested  in  the  work. 

There  is  a  strong  library-  sentiment  in  the  school  and  as  soon  as  room 
for  it  can  be  provided,  a  good  library  will  be  established. 

KALKASKA  COUNTY 

Eeport — County  Xorraal — Library  Course.     Jan.  24-30,  1914.     School  at 
Kalkaska — 13  pupils. 

tnraiTII    KBEIN.  PRINCIPAL. 

Practice  room  of  grades  3  and  5  under  Miss  Slaghuis.  critic  teacher. 
Two  of  tlie  class  were  boys,  seven  were  high  school  graduates  and  one 
was  a  married  woman  with  several  years  experience.  The  class  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  work.  The  Normal  teachers,  the  members  of  the 
regular  teaching  staff  and  the  Commissioner,  who  spent  two  days  with 
us,  were  all  enthusiastic  and  helped  in  every  way  to  make  the  work  a 
success.  The  Primary  teachers  were  pi-esent  at  practically  all  of  the 
lectures.  During  the  ten  lectures  which  averaged  about  forty  minutes, 
both  pupils  and  teachers  discussed  the  points  freely  making  the  work 
more  practical  and  profitable. 

Outside  of  the  class  work,  there  was  an  address  In-fore  one  general 
teachers'  meeting,  talks  on  the  Care  of  books  in  two  rooms  and  stories 
told  in  four  rooms. 

There  is  no  library  of  any  sort  in  Ihe  town,  and  the  few  books  the 
High  school  possesses  are  badly  scattered  so  that  the  lK>oks  in  the  State 
exhibit  were  eagerly  read.  The  collection  in  the  Normal  room  was  al- 
most entirely  pedagogy  and  supplementary  readers,  so  little  could  be 
done  with  that.  Miss  Keen,  the  Normal  principal,  is  a  pupil  of  our  course 
at  Marquette  and  is  very  anxious  that  there  be  some  sort  of  a  library 
for  the  children,  and  Ihe  Suiierintendcnt  is  also  intei-ested  in  library 
matters. 
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OENBSBB  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course.     Feb.  9-14,  1914.     School  at 
Flint— 24  pupils. 

ANNH   WIOGIKS,  PSINCIFAL 

Practice  room  of  grades  1,  2  and  5,  under  Miss  Harring,  critic  teacher. 
There  were  no  boys  in  the  class  nor  any  pupils  with  experience,  bat  17 
were  high  school  graduates  from  all  over  the  county.  All  of  the  teachers 
cooperated  in  the  work  in  every  way,  and  the  Commissioner  was  in  one 
day.  Two  and  one-half  hours  were  given  over  to  this  work  for  five  days 
and  one  long  class  was  held  in  the  City  library  with  practice.  The  class 
was  very  enthusiastic.  A  very  interesting  meeting  was  held  at  the  new 
Dort  school  which  is  out  in  the  factor^'  district,  with  250  pupils  in  at- 
tendance covering  grades  7-10.  Subject  of  the  address  was  the  Valne  of 
reading  and  the  Care  of  books.  A  number  of  other  talks  were  given  in 
the  various  rooms  of  the  Normal  building  and  three  in  another  ward 
school. 

BATON  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course,     Feb.  16-29,  1914,     School  at 
Charlotte— 21  pupils. 

MRS.  ADA  CASBICK,  PRINCIPAL 

This  school  bag  no  practice  room,  the  girls  using  all  the  rooms  in  the 
city  schools  for  practice.  There  were  no  boys  in  the  class,  and  but  two 
pupils  with  experience.  One  of  these  had  taught  six  years  and  17  were 
high  school  graduates  from  all  over  the  county.  The  pupils  were  very 
responsive  and  interested  in  every  way  and  Mrs.  Carrick  co^>perated. 
The  entire  afternoon  sessions  for  five  days  were  given  over  to  this  work. 
One  afternoon  was  spent  in  the  City  library  with  practice  on  the  techni- 
cal work.  Some  outside  work  was  done  in  the  various  rooms  in  the  way 
of  talks  on  the  Care  of  books  and  stories  told.  The  eflBcieucy  of  the 
work  was  much  aided  by  the  City  librarian  who  turned  the  library  over 
for  an  afternoon  and  opened  it  an  hour  early  for  our  use. 

VANBUREN   COUNTY 

Report — County  Xormal — Library  Course.    March  8-13,  1914.    School  at 
Hartford — 14  pupils. 


There  were  l.t  girls  and  one  boy  in  this  class.  Practically  all  of  tbem 
had  been  educated  in  schools  on  the  T'nivcrsity  or  Normal  list,  and  over 
half  the  class  were  graduates  from  such  schools.  The  school  has  a  high 
school  reference  library  of  nearly  1,000  volumes,  very  well  selected,  and 
the  normal  about  100  beside  their  supplementary  readers,  and  both  col- 
lections are  well  oi^anized  iiccording  to  the  accepted  library  standards. 

One  afternoon  several  of  the  town  ladies  attended  the  lecture  on  Book 
selection,  and  held  a  verv  animated  discussion  afterwards. — and  as  a 
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consequence  a  Mother's  club  was  planned.  On  another  afternoon  eeveral 
of  the  board  were  present  at  the  lecture.  A  Round  table  with  the  teach- 
ers was  also  held  and  several  talks  and  stories  given  in  the  various 
school  rooms. 

IOSCO  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course.     March  16-23,  1914.     School 
at  Tawas  City — 10  pupils. 

ANNETTB   PHBLAN,    PRINaPAL. 

All  of  the  pupils  in  this  class  were  girls  and  were  from  the  high  schools 
at  Tawaa  City  and  East  Tawas  and  three  of  them  were  graduates  from 
these  schools.  They  were  good  workers  and  their  enthusiasm  was  un- 
bounded. There  is  a  small  library  in  the  town,  at  present  largely  fiction 
but  with  some  excellent  reference  books  and  about  to  increase  its  use- 
fulness by  the  establishment  of  a  reading  room  open  evenings. 

The  technical  work  occupied  about  two  hours  on  each  of  five  days  and 
was  given  in  the  library  as  actual  work  rather  than  as  lectures.  The 
five  non-technical  lectures  were  given  in  the  school-room  and  were  at- 
tended by  practically  all  of  the  two  upper  high  school  classes,  several  of 
the  students  also  assisting  in  the  oi^anization  work  in  the  library.  The 
last  lecture  was  in  the  form  of  a  meeting  with  the  teachers  of  the  nearby 
rural  schools  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner.  The  Commissioner  is 
particularly  interested  in  library  work,  and  has  done  much  to  place  good 
libraries  in  the  schools  under  his  supervision.  A  visit  was  made  to  two 
village  schools  at  Whittemore  and  Alabaster.  The  library  at  Alabaster 
was  in  excellent  shape  and  would  do  credit  to  a  much  larger  school. 
They  have  one  of  the  libraries  loaned  by  the  state,  have  bought  over  100 
books,  carefully  selected  from  the  500  list  and  will  soon  expend  another 
good  sum  in  increasing  their  resources.  The  titles  in  the  Whittemore 
collection  were  also  of  the  best. 

Besides  the  work  with  the  class  and  with  the  Commissioner,  an  ad- 
dress was  given  at  a  public  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  library'  with  a  view 
to  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  school  and  community  in  library  matters, 
and  especially  in  the  direction  of  the  establishment  of  a  reading  room 
in  their  present  library.  The  Woman's  club  of  the  city  will  co-operate 
in  making  this  library  a  success.  The  Town  school  has  a  well  chosen 
library  but  is  not  organized  in  any  way,  though  kept  in  good  shape.  It 
will  probably  be  merged  with  the  Town  library  soon,  to  enable  it  to  be 
used  by  the  town  generally  when  not  in  use  at  school. 

TUSCOLA  COUNTY 

Report— County  formal— Library  Course.     March  23-27,  1914.     School 
at  Caro — 14  pupils. 

AGNES  L.  GILBERT,  PBINCIPAL 

The  pupils  were  graduates  from  good  high  schools.  The  Superin- 
tendent, Miss  Gilbert,  and  the  entire  staff  gave  the  most  hearty  support 
to  the  worki  Permission  was  given  to  any  teacher  who  so  desired  to 
dismiss  her  room  and  come  to  the  lectures  and  on  two  afternoons  the 
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whole  staff  took  advantage  of  the  permisBion,  while  different  membeis 
were  present  at  all  the  afternoon  work,  about  an  honr  and  a  half  each  of 
five  days.  An  hour  was  also  given  for  technical  work  with  the  claea  in 
the  mornings.  Eight  rooms  were  visited  and  talks  given  on  the  Makeup 
and  care  of  books.  Three  classes  in  reference  work  were  held  with  the 
senior  English  classes  and  one  talk  to  the  High  school  as  a  whole  <hi 
reading  and  library  work  as  a  profession. 

Several  of  the  club  ladies  visited  the  lectures  at  various  times,  and 
one  evening  there  was  a  short  discussion  of  library  matters  in  general. 
These  ladies  and  manv  of  the  men  of  the  town  are  anxious  for  a  public 
library. 

OGEMAW  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course.     May  11-16,  1914,   School  at 
West  Branch — 13  pupils,  i  special. 

KArHOBINB  GARLAND,  PRINCIPAL.. 

This  school  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1,  4  and  5,  with  Miss 
Winslow  in  charge.  None  of  the  class  were  high  school  graduates,  but 
seven  will  graduate  from  West  Branch  high  school  in  June  and  two 
others  have  had  experience,  one  of  two  years,  the  other  of  three.  The 
special  student  wilt  graduate  from  both  high  school  and  normal  nest 
year.    There  were  no  Iwys  in  the  class. 

The  entire  time  of  the  school  sessions  was  given  up  to  lectures,  prac- 
tice work,  talks  and  stories  in  the  various  rooms.  One  lecture  on  Book 
selection  was  given  after  school  hours  so  that  the  teachers  and  general 
public  could  attend.  They  were  also  present  at  a  brief  storj-  hour  for 
older  grades  on  another  afternoon  and  stayed  for  a  general  discussion 
afterwards,  the  club  women  being  especially  interested  in  a  plan  for 
iitili7ing  tlio  periodicals  taken  by  various  members  for  the  general  i-efer- 
ence  use  of  the  club.  The  County  commissioner  was  present  at  the 
public  lecture  and  was  much  interested. 

The  High  school  has  a  librarj'  of  over  1,000  well-chosen  books,  which 
has  been  partly  organized  by  the  present  staff  of  teachers.  The  Super- 
intendent is  very  wide-awake  and  interested  in  library  matters,  as  are 
his  teachers,  and  should  have  a  first-class  library  in  a  short  time.  The 
Normal  class  will  also  completely  oi^anize  their  collection  of  about  150 
volumes,  and  are  to  have  a  substantial  addition  to  this  nuinber  next 
year.  Both  Normal  and  regular  School  staff  did  their  best  to  make  the 
work  a  success. 

BENZIE  COUNTY 

Beport— County  Normal — Librarj-  Course.     Oct.   5-9,   1914.     School   at 
Frankfort — 12  pupils. 

NELLA    DIETRICH,    PRINCIPAL. 

The  class  enrolled  11  girls  and  1  man.  .\bout  half  were  gradu- 
ates of  the  local  high  Bchool.  Their  foundation  knowledge  of  books 
was  somewhat  limited,  but  in  the  technical  work  they  were  excellent,  and 
all  through  were  much  intei-csted  and  very  enthusiastic,    i     ooi-JlC 
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The  lectnre  on  Illustrated  books  was  given  after  school,  with  the 
regular  teachers  gaests  of  the  class.  This  was  followed  by  a  social  bour. 
The  classification  work  waa  given  in  the  School  library.  The  Normal 
room  has  about  150  volumes  of  its  own.  Talks  were  given  before  the 
Ist  and  8th  grade  rooms  on  the  Makeup  and  care  of  books  and  stories 
told  to  illustrate  the  class  work  in  story-telling. 

Outside  the  r^ular  work,  talks  and  stories  were  givMi  to  the  4th  and 
9tb  grade  EJoglish  classes.  A  meeting  of  the  Woman's  club  was  attended 
and  talks  given  regarding  the  club  libraries  sent  out  by  the  State  library 
and  also  information  as  to  bow  to  utilize  their  periodicals  in  club 
work. 

The  County  cmnmissioner  who  has  taken  several  summers  in  the 
Kalamazoo  class,  came  to  the  class  one  day  and  did  all  he  could  to 
make  the  work  a  success.  The  same  was  true  of  all  the  teachers,  while 
the  Normal  principal  gave  the  best  of  assistance  and  cooperation. 


GRAND  TRAVERSE  COUNTY 

Ecpoi-t — County  Normal — Library'  Course.    Oct.  12-16,  1914,    School  at 
Traverse  City — 24  pupils. 

BUNCHB  PEPPLE,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  was  decidedly  oae  of  the  best  classes  visited,  thongh  the  pupils 
have  had  no  unnsual  advantages  and  were  of  ordinary  ability.  The 
Xorinai  principal  cooperated  heartily.  The  County  commissioner,  Ward 
school  principal  and  Superintendent  were  much  interested.  The  Com- 
missioner reports  that  practically  every  district  in  the  county  has  a 
fair  library. 

liesides  my  regular  lectures  to  the  class,  I  gave  talks  on  the  Care  of 
books  and  told  stories  in  the  8th  and  3rd  grade  rooms  with  the  class 
present.  One  morning,  at  the  Superintendent's  request,  an  address  was 
given  befiii-e  the  upper  High  school  grades  on  the  reference  facilities  of  the 
noon,  in  company  with  the  Superintendent,  Commissioner,  Normal 
principal  and  Music  teaclier,  two  country  schools  were  visited.  The 
first  school — the  Acme — had  a  well-chosen  iibniry  of  about  100  volumes, 

(hitside  the  Xonual  work,  a  good  deal  of  help  was  given  to  the  Branch 
librarian  and  to  the  City  librarian,  especially  in  book  selection  and 
binding. 

Liberal  space  was  given  the  work  by  the  daily  papers  and  is  mentioned 
as  just  one  more  illustration  of  the  co-operation  which  made  this  week 
such  a  successful  one  from  every  point  of  view. 

MECOSTA  COUNTY 

Report— County  Normal— Li  bra  r\-  Course.     Oct.  10-23,  1914.     School  at 
Big  Rapids — 26  pupils. 

BISSIB  HUNTOON,   PBTNCIPAL. 

This  school  is  in  one  of  the  ward  buildings  in  the  poorer  portion  of 
the  town.  It  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1,  4  and  6,  whose  pupils 
came  into  the  corresponding  regular  grade  rooms  when  the  work  was 


20  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  UBRARY  COMMISSIONBRS 

given  there.  Bight  of  the  class  were  high  school  graduates  and  the  rest 
bad  all  had  at  least  ten  grades  of  a  good  high  school. 

Besides  the  tn'elve  hours  of  regular  lectures,  the  class  attended  the 
lectures  given  in  the  three  grade  rooms  of  the  building.  A  lectnre  was 
given  before  the  upper  High  school  grades  on  the  reference  facilities  of  the 
ordinary  well  equipped  library,  including  also  some  idea  of  the  work  of  a 
librarian  and  the  openings  in  that  profession. 

The  Superintendent  was  present  at  one  lecture  and  two  members  of 
the  Board  came  to  another.  The  Normal  has  two  traveling  libraries, 
which  the  children  use  with  eagerness. 

CLINTON  COUNTY 

Report — County  Normal — Library  Course,     Nov.  2-6,  1014.     School  at 
St.  Johns — 17  pupils. 

MATTIK  SMITH,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1,  3  and  5  in  which  were 
given  a  talk  on  the  Care  of  books  and  two  stories  were  told.  The  pupils 
of  the  class  are  all  girls.  Eight  are  high  school  graduates  from  Ovid, 
St.  Johns  or  Lansing,  two  have  had  similar  11th  grade  preparation  and 
the  rest  have  finished  the  10th  grade  of  a  good  high  school. 

The  Normal  has  about  100  volumes.  These  books  are  not  arranged  in 
any  way,  being  largely  supplementary  readers,  etc.  The  excellent  school 
library  which  is  in  the  building  is  largely  used  by  them,  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  class  was  last  year's  high  school  librarian.  The  class  takes 
eight  periodicals,  in  addition  to  those  the  school  takes,  and  these  are 
kept  in  good  order  on  a  rack  in  the  room  and  used  to  good  effect. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  lecture  work,  the  girls  went  with  me  to  a 
7th  and  to  a  primar;>-  room  for  my  talk  on  the  Care  of  books  and  stories. 
Outside  of  their  class  hours,  stories  were  told  and  talks  were  given  lo 
every  grade  in  the  three  schools  of  the  town.  The  School  library  was 
examined.  Ways  and  means  were  discussed  of  procuring  a  public 
library  for  the  town. 

A  lecture  on  the  Vocation  of  a  librarian  was  given  before  the  High 
school. 

LENAWEE  COUNTY 

Report — County    Normal — Library    Course.      Not,    9-13,    1914.      School 
at  Blissfleld — 13  pupils. 

BRCELL  V,   GRAHAM,  PRI.NCIPAL. 

There  is  a  practice  room  of  grades  2,  .1  and  4,  in  which  a  talk  on  the 
Care  of  books  was  given  with  the  Normal  class  present.  The  class  en- 
rolled eleven  girls  and  two  hoys,  all  hut  two  of  the  class  being  graduates 
of  a  high  school  on  the  a|)proved  list.  They  were  of  average  ability,  did 
very  well  with  the  technical  side  of  the  work. 

Tlie  Normal  is  in  the  fine  new  High  school  building,  which  has  a  fairly 
good  lilirary  in  it,  organised  fiy  Sliss  Sawyer  in  IftOS.  The  class  is  gning 
Iti  inventory  (he  Library,  bring  the  various  records  up-to-date,  and  do 
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any  other  work  that  is  necessary  to  put  things  in  first-class  shape.  Thej 
have  no  librai-y  collection  in  their  own  room,  so  welcomed  this  oppor- 
tunity to  put  into  practice  what  they  had  learned.  They  also  went  to 
the  talk:  and  story  I  gave  in  the  8th  grade  room  to  illustrate  the  story- 
telling lecture.  Friday  afternoon  a  talk  and  atories  were  given  before 
the  General  assembly. 

OAKLAND  COUNTY 

Report — County   Normal — Library   Course.     Nov.   16-20,   1914.     School 
at  Pontiac — 18  pupiU! 


This  school  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1  and  6.  A  story  hour  was 
given  before  these  grades  together  with  the  other  5th  and  6th  grades. 
The  class  consists  entirely  of  girls,  of  whom  fourteen  were  graduates  of 
University  approved  high  schools,  and  the  other  four  had  had  eleven 
grades  in  similar  schools.  They  came  from  all  over  the  county  and  were 
an  unusually  well-prepared  and  capable  class.  The  Normal  is  in  high 
favor  in  the  county,  has  excellent  teachers.  The  class  is  housed  in  the 
fine  High  school  building,  and  is  just  across  the  hall  from  the  library,  so 
that  no  separate  collection  of  books  is  necessary  in  the  room  itself. 

The  talks  on  the  Care  of  books  and  the  Illustrative  stories  were  given 
in  one  of  the  remote  ward  buildings.  The  class  went  along.  The  talk 
on  storytelling  was  repeated  for  one  of  the  high  school  English  classes 
and  stories  told.  .Vn  informal  literary  club  meeting  was  attended. 
Everyone  gave  most  enthusiastic  support. 

MACOMB  COUNTT 

Report — County   Normal — Library   Course.     Nov.   23-25,   J014.     School 
at  New  Baltimore— 15  pupils. 

UARGrJERlTB  PERRY,   PRINCIPAI,. 

Five  of  this  class  are  boys.  The  Superintendent  was  anxious  that  the 
High  school  38  well  as  the  Normal  class  should  have  the  benefit  of  as 
much  of  the  work  as  possible,  bo  each  of  the  three  mornings  the  first 
period  was  taken  up  with  talks  and  stories  in  the  High  school  room.  Thn 
upper  three  grammar  grades  were  also  present  at  most  of  the  story 
work.  A  primary  story  was  told  as  part  of  the  Thanksgiving  exercises 
in  which  all  the  school  and  their  parents  took  part.  The  story  work 
was  emjihasized  here  ,as  the  community  is  largely  German  and  the  sto- 
ries were  regarded  by  the  teachers  as  training  in  English. 

The  School  library  is  not  organized,  nor  is  the  excellent  collection  of 
books  in  the  Normal  room,  but  this  work  will  be  done  at  once  by  the 
Normal  clasN,  who  did  very  well  in  the  technical  work. 
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MIDIAND  COUNTY 

Report— rmmty — Lilirary    ruiirse,      November    30-December    .4.     1914- 
Schnol  at  Midlnnd — 17  pupils. 

NELLIE  E.  COLE.  PRINCIPAL. 

The  school  is  housed  in  a  two-room  building  which  has  been  altered  to 
form  a  model  rural  school.  One  room  is  devoted  to  the  Normal  clas.«, 
and  the  other  to  the  critic  room  of  prades  1,  3  and  6,  There  were  atmut  33 
pupils.  The  Normal  room  also  has  a  librnrv,  whose  report  is  separatelj 
submitted.  Of  the  class  all  but  one  are  girls,  fifteen  with  high  school 
diplomas,  and  the  other  two  with  eleven  grades  of  preparation,  so  that 
both  in  technical  preparation  and  in  general  average  of  intelligence  this 
is  the  best  class  I  have  met.  They  were  aggressive  and  self-reliant,  aad 
got  everi-  bit  of  good  they  coiild  from  the  course.  My  books  were 
eagerly  used,  both  by  the  class  and  the  training  room  children,  and 
a  great  deal  of  interest  shown  in  traveling  libraries.  The  Commissioner 
and  one  of  the  Board  visited  us  several  times. 

About  half  the  time  of  the  class  was  given  to  my  work.  As  part  of  it. 
I  gave  a  talk  on  Care  of  books  and  told  stories  several  times  to  the 
children,  illustrating  both  primary  and  older  stories,  and  one  after 
noon  took  the  class  to  the  seventh  grade  of  the  Central  school  for  the 
talk  on  the  Make-up  of  the  book  and  a  grammar  grade  8tor.v,  After 
school  at  the  same  time.  .1  gave  the  talk  on  Illustration  for  childi^i 
with  the  City  teachers  and  the  Normal  class  present.  This  is  the  only 
work  with  schools  out.'fide  of  the  Normal  that  I  did.  The  class  was 
especially  interested  in  the  stor^'- telling  work,  which  they  bad  just  began 
in  their  regular  work,  and  I  told  many  for  them  outside  of  school  hours. 

Beside  my  Normal  work,  I  met  twice  with  members  of  the  Board  of 
the  Library  association,  examined  their  library  and  gave  the  Librarian 
some  help  in  classification  and  book  selection.  I  also  examined  the  High 
school  library,  and  gave  the  Supt.-Librarian  some  advice  on  little  techni- 
calities. As  the  Library  association  and  the  Woman's  club  are  practi- 
cally one,  I  was  able  to  give  the  club  officers  some  help  also  while  talk- 
ing over  the  library-. 

SAGINAW  COUNTY 

Report^ — County  Normal — Library  Course.     Dec.  7-11,  lfH4.     School  in 
John  Moore  building,  Paginaw,  W.  S. — 13  pupils. 

ELLA    SMITH,  PRINCIPAL 

This  school  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1-2,  where  I  gave  my  primary 
talk  on  the  Care  of  books,  and  two  stories.  The  class  was  not  a  veir 
good  one  as  far  as  original  material  was  concerned,  but  did  good  and 
enthusiastic  work.  Only  about  half  were  High  school  graduates,  and 
some  had  had  but  ten  grades  of  work,  but  their  real  interest  and  the 
fine  understanding  between  them  and  thair  Principal  made  them  very 
pleasant  to  work  with. 

About  half  the  regular  school  time  was  taken  up  with  my  work,  in 
addition  to  which  I  talked  and  told  stories  in  six  rooms  beside  the 
critic  room.    Mv  talk  on  the  Make-up  of  the  book  was  (gi,i(eoi(B|y;inallv 
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for  the  7th  grade,  but  was  repeated  by  request  for  the  6th  and  the  two 
8th  grades,  with  stories  at  the  end.  The  management  of  the  Saginaw 
schools  is  Aiery  conservative  and  less  along  story  telling  and  such  lines 
has  been  done  than  is  UBual  in  the  city  schools,  so  that  my  welcome  in 
the  various  rooms  was  especially  hearty.  The  County  commissioner 
spent  one  whole  day  at  my  lectures,  and  I  had  several  talks  with  hifn 
also  on  the  choice  of  books  for  his  rural  schools.  The  Superintendent 
was  also  present  several  times,  and  expressed  himself  as  very  much 
pleased  with  the  work;  this  pleased  ns  all  especially  as  be  is  not  easy  to 
satisfy  and  is  very  conservative. 

Except  for  visiting  (he  three  libraries  in  the  two  Saginaws,  I  did  no 
outside  work.  Brief  reports  on  these  libraries  are  separately  submitted. 
What  this  class  particularly  needed,  and  what  T  trust  I  gave  them,  was 
the  desire  to  read  the  best  for  themselves,  and  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  best  literature  for  the  children  they  will  have  in 
charge.  They  were  rather  deficient  in  this  direction,  for  several  reasons, 
so  that  emphasis  was  laid  here,  rather  than  on  the  technique,  which 
they  wonld  naturally  be  inclined  to  over  emphasize. 

SHIAWASSEE  COUNTY 

Report — County   Normal — Library   Course.     Dec.   14-18,   1914.      School 
at  Owosso — 10  pupils. 

ELIZABETH    BURNS,    PRINCIPAL 

The  school  has  a  practice  room  of  grades  1,  4  and  7,  but  I  did  no 
work  in  that  room.  Instead  I  held  a  study  hour  for  the  four  lower 
grades  of  the  central  building  on  the  last  day  of  my  stay.  This  came 
about  through  the  disarrangement  of  my  original  plans  for  work  when 
the  heating  plant  broke  down  for  the  day,  compelling  me  to  crowd  my 
class  work  into  four  days.  Tbe  class  consisted  entirely  of  girls  of  about 
average  ability  and  education,  all  but  two  being  High  school  graduates. 
One  had  had  two  years  at  M.  A.  0.  and  was  decidedly  the  best 
but  the  class  was  not  a  very  aggressive  one.  as  a  whole.  It  was 
neceB.*iary  to  give  the  work  iu  short  cinss  periods  because  of  the  nnmerous 
special  teachers  whose  work  cannot  be  displaced,  and  this,  with  the 
enforced  loss  of  a  day.  made  the  work  somewhat  less  connected  than  I 
like  it.  The  teachers,  Kormal  stafE  and  Superintendent  were  very  cor- 
dial and  enthusiastic,  and  seemed  much  pleased  with  the  work.  In  fact 
they  w*re  so  anxious  to  have  me  work  with  them  that  it  required  care- 
ful planning  to  see  that  only  the  more  necessary  things  were  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  merely  pleasant  ones.  The  work  on  choice  of  fic- 
tion, fairytales,  and  picture  books  was  given  as  a  talk  before  the 
Mother's  club  after  school,  with  the  class  present  of  course,  and  I  also 
told  a  story  to  this  club  at  the  request  of  the  class.  The  last  day  com- 
pelled me  to  omit  my  talk  on  the  Make-up  of  the  book,  usually  given  to 
a  grammar  grade  for  the  benefit  of  the  class-  but  T  told  stories  outside  of 
regular  school  hours  to  three  grade  rooms  in  addition  to  the  story  hour 
mentioned  above.  I  also  gave  a  talk  on  the  Vocation  of  a  librarian  and  tbe 
choice  of  reading  before  the  High  school,  and  one  on  Story-telling  for 
the  Junior  English  classes,  and  told  them  a  story.    In  addition  I  par-. 
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tlally  organized  the  High  school  library,  whose  report  is  separatel.v  sub- 
mitted, and  outlined  a  plan  by  which  the  High  school  ptipila  and  the 
Xormal  class  can  finish  the  work,  giving  them  the  necessary  technical 
instruction  in  classifying,  shelf-licttiDg  and  accessioning. 

The  classes  have  aTeraged  16  pnpils,  and  the  time  given  to  lectures 
abbut  twelve  hours  in  the  week.  In  addition  to  this  about  two  houre 
have  usually  been  given  to  talks  in  the  grade  rooms  on  the  Makeup  of 
the  book  and  its  care,  and  to  telling  stories  illnstratire  of  the  lecture  on 
story -telling.  This  feature  of  the  work  has  proved  very  popular,  and 
ontside  of  my  class  hours  I  have  repeated  both  the  stories  and  the  lec- 
tures for  High  School  classes  or  meetings  of  teachers  and  mothers.  Three 
times  I  have  given  a  talk  to  the  High  school  on  the  Vocation  of  a  li- 
brarian, and  have  several  times  had  their  pupils  at  my  technical  lectnres. 
Three  times  I  have  met  with  women's  clubs  to  tell  them  of  the  work  of 
■  the  State  library,  and  have  found  a  Tery  warm  welcome  from  them  all. 
In  spite  of  our  carefully  prepared  Traveling  library  catechism,  I  have 
found  a  good  deal  of  misunderstanding  about  this  feature  of  our  wort, 
and  haie  taken  pains  to  explain  it  whenever  given  an  opportunity,  as 
this  is  the  feature  that  reaches  the, most  people  and  makes  us  the  most 
friends. 

Wherever  I  have  gone.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  High  School 
library,  the  collection  of  books  in  the  Normnl  room,  and  the  City  library 
where  there  was  one.  whether  free  or  subscription.  I  find  an  increasing 
interest  in  library  matters  among  the  superintendents  and  high  school 
principals,  and  the  work  of  our  summer  schools  at  the  state  normals 
is  becoming  apparent  in  the  number  of  high  school  libraries  that  are 
properly  organized,  while  very  few  of  the  normal  collections  now  re- 
main unorganiKcd  at  least  as  regards  accession  and  shelf  records.  Here 
I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  Miss  Converse  is  doing 
along  library  lines  with  the  Mt.  Pleasant  students;  I  have  yet  to  find 
a  graduate  from  that  NonnnI  who  has  not  made  an  effort  to  organize 
any  library  coming  under  his  or  her  supervision,  and  as  a  great  number 
of  the  heads  of  small  schools  in  Central  Michigan  come  from  there 
rather  than  from  any  other  institution,  this  interest  in  library  matters  is 
having  much  influence.  The  county  commissioners  are  also  taking  an 
increasing  interest  in  this  side  of  the  work  of  the  school,  and  many  of 
them  speak  of  our  summer  courses,  and  show  that  a  definite  and  earnest 
effort  has  been  mnde  to  get  good  reading  material  into  the  schools  under 
their  charge. 

Fh^rywhere  school  ofl^cials  of  all  sorts  have  been  most  cordial  and 
have  helped  me  in  every  way  possible. 

Altogether  I  have  examined  more  or  less  thoroufrfily  17  libraries,  in- 
cluding one  branch  of  a  larger  library, — 2  subscription.  5  exclusively 
school,  6  public,  and  4  school  libraries  that  are  also  used  as  the  public 
library  of  the  town.  In  general  I  think  for  their  resources  the  school 
libraries  are  in  better  shape  than  the  exclusively  public  ones,  especially 
in  the  smaller  towns.  Book  selection  is  the  weak  point  of  the  smaller 
libraries,  and  the  tendency  to  buy  subscription  sets  of  reference  books 
that  of  the  school  library. 

There  is  a  growing  need  of  some  sort  of  a  brief  list  of  subject  headings 
for  high  school  libraries  for  which  the  A.  Ij.  A.  and  L.  C  lists  are  too 
elaborate  and   confusing  to  use,  something  resembling  ^e.JJS^jip  the 
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Wisconsin  High  school  list,  but  a  little  broader,  and  published  in  sep- 
arate pamphlet  form,  with  directions  for  use.  l^e  general  pnblic  of 
the  small  town,  especially  the  influential  men,  need  to  be  educated  as  to 
tbe  requirements  for  a  good  librarian,  they  are  apt  to  overemphasize  the 
technical  and  clerical  side  of  tbe  work,  and  select  a  good  clerk  rather 
than  someone  who  knows  the  Inside  of  the  books.  Nevertheless,  most 
of  the  librarians  are  interested  and  doing  their  very  best  in  the  circum- 
stances, but  they  need  all  the  help  they  can  get  from  the  occasional 
library  visitor  and  from  their  district  meetings. 

May  I  snggest  that  some  of  tbe  Board  members  do  not  realize  the 
helpfulness  of  these  meetings  to  the  new,  antrained  or  isolated  librarian. 
and  that  a  little  missionary  work  along  this  line  would  bear  good  fruit. 

A  few  points  that  I  have  tried  to  emphasize  in  my  work  with  the  li- 
braries are  these: 

1.  In  the  sraalt  town,  a  united  library  effort  is  necessary.  Tbe  school 
library  is  already  in  existence,  has  some  definite  income,  is  controlled 
by  a  board  well-known  to  the  town,  is  usually  centrally  located,  and 
has  a  right  to  circulate  its  books  throughout  the  community  or  to  oc- 
cupy any  location  which  proves  most  advisable.  Therefore  the  school 
library  is  the  natural  nucleus  and  starting  point  for  a  library  fo  serve 
the  small-town  public,  except  in  unusual  conditions. 

2.  The  average  small  town  needs  a  reading  room  more  than  a  large 
collection  of  books.  The  people  who  would  patronize  such  a  room  are 
not  nsiially  the  most  prominent  nor  clamorous  for  library  privileges, 
so  that  their  interesis  are  drowned  in  the  demands  of  the  other  more 
aggressive  classes.  Periodicals  for  snch  a  room  can  usually  be  obtained 
free  from  the  townspeople  after  they  have  read  them  once,  if  money  for 
new  subscriptions  is  not  at  hand,  and  the  expense  of  snch  a  room  is  not 
very  heavy.  Its  main  requirement  is  someone  with  ability  to  keep  order 
in  such  a  room  who  will  volunteer  for  service,  as  in  many  of  these  small 
towns  it  is  not  always  possible  for  the  librarian  to  be  on  duty  every 
evening.  Socially  I  regard  the  reading  room  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
assets  of  a  small  town,  especially  for  the  boys  growing  up  there,  and 
have  urged  its  establishment  wherever  possible. 

3.  The  most  insistent  portion  of  the  reading  public  is  the  confirmed 
fiction  reader,  who  therefore  gets  an  undue  attention  paid  to  her.  Where 
it  seems  policy  requires  that  she  be  satisfied  and  new  fiction  bought 
noon  after  its  appearance,  I  believe  that  even  in  the  small  town  a  rental 
collection  of  this  fiction  would  be  feasible.  Xew  Action  only  could  be 
placed  here,  and  would  soon  pay  for  itself,  while  if  a  book  proved  its  more 
permanent  worth,  another  cop,r  could  be  bought  for  the  free  collection. 
If  this  class  does  not  get  its  demands  satisfied  at  the  library,  some  local 
merchant  will  set  up  such  a  collection  with  higher  charges,  so  that  the 
library  might  just  as  well  profit  from  this  source.  In  sereral  cases  I 
have  recommended  such  a  device,  after  consultation  with  those  who 
knew  the  situation  in  the  town  well. 

In  regard  to  the  normal  work.  I  have  found  a  most  cordial  welcome 
and  cooperation  from  all  those  in  authority,  and  an  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse from  the  classes.  My  books  have  been  eagerly  used,  as  most  of 
;  these  students  know  little  of  children's  classics.  1  have  emphasised  the 
need  of  a  library  in  the  rural  school,  the  ])rinciples  of  book  selection  for 
varying  needs,  and,  in  the  technical  work,  the  accession  record,  as  I  feel , 
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this  18  tlie  most  necessary  record  for  the  raral  school  with  its  constant!; 
changing  teacbers.  I  believe  that  a  week  at  least  of  the  Normal  conne 
could  profitably  be  spent  on  a  study  of  the  ohildren's  classics  most  desir- 
able in  the  rural  ecliool,  if  there  is  room  for  anything  in  their  already 
crowded  curriculum,  and  of  course  the  week  I  had  with  them  had  to  be 
divided  with  other  library  subjects.  I  trnst  we  shall  see  the  reaalts  of 
our  course  in  the  next  year  or  two,  when  these  Kormal  graduates  have 
an  opportunity  to  run  these  rural  libraries. 

SUPPLIES    FOR    COUNTY    NOKMAL   WOKK. 

For  each  pupil 
Manila  envelope. 
Printed  outlines  of  lectures. 
Brown,     Classification  summary. 
Acceasion  sheet. 
Traveling  library  catechism. 
Reference  books  for  small  libraries. 
What  a  teacher  shonld  know  about  books  and  libraries. 
Five  catalog  cards. 

Book  card  and  readers  card  used  in  traveling  libraries. 
Preferred  list  for  rural  schools.     (This  should  be  sent  from  the  In- 
struction dept. 

For  exhibition,  etc. 

Set  of  TraTCling  library  blanks. 

Set  of  Reader's  guide  sheets  (these  are  in  the  envelope). 

Box  of  clips. 

Box  of  rubber  bands. 

Library  equipment  catalogs  (few  in  L.  B.  box). 

Catalog  of  pictures  in  the  state  library.     (Usually  take  one  for  tbe 

Principal  of  the  Normal  and  one  for  my  own  use.) 
Spool  of  tape. 

Sheet  of  tissue  paper  for  mending. 
Small  bottle  of  library  paste  (in  L.  B.  box). 
Box  of  labels.     (Supply  this.) 
Pencil,  eraser  and  penholder. 
C  B.  I,  cumulation. 
Book  rev.  dig,  cumulation. 
Reader's  guide;  cumulation,  single  number,  separate  sheets  (see  above). 

Booklists 
Iowa  lib.  Com. 

Mich. — sort  list  arid  Preferred  list,  checked  for  desirable  books. 
Buffalo.     Classroom  libraries. 
Oregon.    Township  libraries. 

Pittsburgh,    Books  for grades. 

Children's  catalog. 
Wisconsin.    Kennedy  Children's  list. 
Pittsburgh.     Gifts  for  a  children's  bookshelf, 
Cleveland.    Christmas  gifts  for  children. 
Scott.    Popular, books  for  boys  and  girls. 

Dignz.d.y  Google 


COUNTT  NORMAL  LBCTORHt  COURSB— U14  27 

Harwood.    Commercial  geography. 

Wildman.    Library  books  to  read  in  the  grades  (4  sheets). 

N.  Y.  P.  L.  Reading  lists.  7  titles. 

The  A.  L.  A.  cat.  and  Booklists ;  also  the  Eroeger  reference  books. 

Pittsburgh.    Good  stories  to  tell  to  children  under  twelve. 

Story  telling, .  .from  the  Norse  mythology  and  Niebel- 
□ngenlied. 

Mwhiffan  puHications 
Pictures  for  schoolrooms. 
Biographies  of  American  artists.      (Carried  an  extra  copy  for  the 

Normal  Principal  or  art  teacher  Id  the  school  -risited.) 
Catalog  of  pictures  in  the  State  library.     (See  "For  exhibition.''} 
Books  for  high  school  libraries. 
Care  of  school  libraries. 
Reference  books  for  a  small  library. 
Riipplies  for  small  libraries. 
Statistics  of  township  libraries  in  Michigan. 
School  laws  of  Michigan. 
List  of  County  Normal  training  clasBes  and  of  County  Commissioners; 

ed.  for  1914-15  (Supt.  of  Pub.  Instruction). 

lAbrary  work 

Dana.     American  lib,  economy:   The  High  School  branch.     Literature 

for  children. 
Salisbury.    Library  methods  for  school  teachers. 
Ward.    Practical  use  of  books  and  libraries:   Teaching  outline. 
Macdonald.     Magazines  for  a  small  library. 
Sawyer,    Care  of  books  in  a  library. 
Eliot.     Library  organization.     (Several  copies.) 
'  Mumford.    Choosing  books  for  boys  and  girls. 
Cutter  Sanborn  tables. 

Supplies  catalogs 
L.  B.  1914. 

Qaylord,  No.  17.    1914. 

Wilson.    Bibliographical  publrs.  and  Package  library. 
Willson  Table  and  ticket  co. 
Democrat  print,  co.    1912. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION 

LIBRARY    SECnON 

The  library  section  met  in  the  Baptist  church,  Kalamazoo,  at  i-H"' 
a.  m,,  Friday,  October  30. 

The  large  church  was  filled  when  the  program  was  started  on  time  bi  | 
the  appearaDce  without  further  introduction  QpoQ  the  platfonn  of  j 
Charles  H.  Eastman,  the  Chiyesa  Indian,  and  well  known  expositor  of 
the  life  and  historj-  of  his  people.  Mr.  Eastman,  tall  and  straight,  wa» 
attired  in  buckshin  and  beads,  wore  the  eagle  plumed  headpiece  of  the 
Indian.  Although  Mr.  Eastman's  topic  was  Indian  storytelling,  in  whli'h 
specialty  he  has  achieved  success  as  an  author,  his  address  was  largek 
given  over  to  a  tribute  to  the  Indian  woman  as  a  mother,  and  as  i 
natural,  sympathetic,  gentle-voiced  creature,  instinctively  comprehen* 
ing  and  in  touch  with  nature.  Because  she  is  such  the  education  sb« 
grves  her  child  is  rational,  healthful,  free  from  superstition  and  fear  of 
poisonous  things  in  plant  or  beast.  Only  when  the  child  is  older,  ani 
after  the  traits  of  obedience,  restraint  and  endurance  have  been  fixed  hT 
the  mother,  does  the  father  take  in  hand  the  physical  training  for  vat- 
hood  and  the  instruction  in  tribal  tradition  and  folk  lore,  , 

The  great  lesson  the  speaker  emphasized  was  to  guard  against  artiflfi*!  I 
over-civilization,  to  get  back  to  God's  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  to  remembtf 
that  the  sound  mind  must  have  the  sound  body  as  its  host.  Mr.  Essi- 
man  left  a  profound  impression  upon  his  audience  of  reverence  for  mother 
hood,  for  while  his  discourse  dealt  with  the  Indian  mother,  his  thontrt" 
and  sentiment  were  universal. 

Children's  reading  was  the  topic  treated  by  Miss  Caroline  Burnite.  of 
the  Cleveland  public  library.  She  premised  her  remarks  by  the  state- 
ment that  certain  things  had  become  generally  agreed  upon :  Folk  Iw 
for  beginners,  and  this  lending  to  myth  lore,  the  latter  no  longer  restrictrf 
to  the  Greeks  or  any  one  people,  but  now  a  great  field  accessible  by  many 
entrances.  After  this  and  with  more  advanced  children,  the  problen 
really  begins.  No  fixed  rule  can  be  laid  down;  each  child  is  a  role  to 
itself.  The  reading  should  be  based  in  that  case  on  what  will  freshen, 
recreate  and  be  helpful  to  the  child.  It  must  be  something  in  which  tte 
reader  must  be  interested,  not  something  that  merely  appeals  to  the 
teacher's  taste.  The  teacher's  task  is  to  stand  within  the  circle  of  the 
natural  interests  of  the  child;  and  then  direct  the  boy  or  girl  to  vbat 
are  the  best  and  most  helpful  books  in  point.  It  calls  for  practical 
psychol<^y.  Copious  reference  was  made  to  the  constrnctive  lists  made 
by  the  Brooklyn,  Cleveland  and  St,  Lonis  libraries.  With  "Alger"  and 
similar  books  which  go  from  the  book  stores  by  the  ton,  the  best  fbar 
can  be  done  is  to  restrict  the  reading  to  sncfa  volumes  as  portray  Bitni- 
tioQS  In  which  the  reader  can  readily  realize  himself.  In  Indian  bo<^ 
seek  the  book  which  gives  the  pioneer's  not  the  Indian's  point  of  vie*- 
which  dwells  upon  the  white  man's  stru^le  for  existence  in  the  wild^ 
Altsheler's  books,  but  only  some  of  them,  were  recommended  in  ihi* 
class.     Altsheler  leads  to  Cooper  and  away  from  trashy  Indian  tale-   I 
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John  Bennett'B  Barnaby  Lee  was  recommettded  as  a  pirate  and  Nev 
AmBterdam  tale.  Poyesen's  Against  heavy  odds  and  A  fearless  trio  were 
good  stepladders  to  Bnllen's  writings.  The  cmise  of  the  Cachelot  and 
Captains  conrageoua  are  types  of  books  to  wliich  the  boy  shonld  be  led. 
because  tfaey  portray  and  emphasize  manly  traits  in  actual  life.  Gatlin'a 
books  were  similarly  dwelt  upon.  Eggleston's  Long  Knives  was  spoken 
o*  as  an  Indian  story  which  tells  of  pioneer  life  and  heroism.  A  story  of 
strong  and  rightful  emotional  appeal  is  Allen  French's  Story  of  Rolf 
and  the  Viking's  bow. 

When  a  girl  reads  a  love  story,  it  is  difficult  for  awhile  to  direct  her 
reading  into  another  channel.  The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  have  her  read 
helpful  love  tales.  Goodwin's  White  aprons  and  Catherwood'e  Romance 
of  bollard  were  recommended  as  safe,  sane  and  helpfnl. 

Old  Robinson  Crusoe  was  commended  as  strong  in  basic  elementK  of 
human  life,  a  book  that  provokes  the  request  or  another  like  N.  Marryat's 
Masterman  Ready  is  about  the  best  answer  that  can  be  offered,  Stockton 
would  follow  in  afterwards. 

The  subjects  for  the  round  table  discussion  were  as  follows: 

1.  Character:   Can  it  be  developed  through  books? 

(a)  The  librarian's  opportunity. 

(b)  The  parent's  duty. 

(c)  The  teacher's  privilege. 

2.  Illustrated  books. 

(a)  Characteristics  of  all  illustrated  books, 

(b)  Value  and  limitation  of  color. 

(c)  Advantages  derived  from  illnstrations. 

The  discussion,  however,  centered  about  the  subject  of  Miss  Burnite's 
address,  especially  as  to  the  practical  methods  of  directing  young  readers' 
taste  towards  more  profitable  and  better  books. 

The  business  meeting  of  the  section  was  brief.  Miss  lUina  E.  Pres- 
ten,  librarian  Hall-Fowler  library  at  Ionia,  was  unanimously  chosen 
presiding  officer  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  David  B.  Heineman,  of 
Detroit,  representing  the  State  board  of  library  commissioners  was  re- 
elected secretary  of  the  section. 

The  noon  hour  luncheon  for  the  library  section  at  the  peoples  church 
concluded  the  session,  and  was  partaken  of  to  the  full  capacity  of  the 
seats  and  the  seated. 

He  session  was  presided  over  by  Supt.  C  W.  Mickens,  of  Adrian, 
Chairman  of  the  section. 
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UBBABT  SECTION. 

The  library  section  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  educational  association 
met  at  Houghton,  Friday  morning,  October  9th.  The  meeting  was  held 
in  the  public  library. 

Miss  Lydia  M.  Olson  had  charge  of  the  program,  which  was  as  follows : 

The  school  and  the  library — Pres.  Jas.  H.  Kaye,  Harqnette. .  . 

The  library  and  the  rural  schools — Flora  E.  Hill,  Marquette,  '^'OOglC 
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Team  work — Mrs.  Oopa  A.  Jeffers,  Painesdale. 

General  discnssion. 

The  story  hour — An  illnBtrated  lectore  on  the  Wonderf ol  adventuRs  of 
Nile — Anna  M,  Nye,  Houghton. 

Miss  Edith  Dnsworth,  of  Calnmet,  was  made  chairman  for  tlie  not 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  in  Marquette. 


BOUND  TABLE  BBP0BT8. 

ADRIAN,  MARCH  B,  19H 
NINA    K.    PEKBTON,    IONIA,    CONDUCTOR. 

Library  day  at  Adrian  March  2,  was  a  great  sncress.  Most  of  th* 
librarians  arrived  in  the  morning,  aud  after  a  short  time  spent  in  greet- 
ings and  in  looking  over  the  Adrian  library  bo  ably  presided  over  bj 
Mrs.  Jewell  and  her  daughter,  the  work  of  the  day  was  commeuced  in  » 
unique  manner.  Miss  Jewell  placed  on  the  table  some  new  books  that 
had  been  ordered  for  the  library  and  these  were  examined,  discussed 
and  criticized. 

The  first  subject  on  the  program  was  Library  eflQciency,  and  this  topic 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  librarians  until  noon,  when  the  visitors- 
fourteen  in  number  were  taken  to  the  hotel  for  dinner  as  guests  of  the 
Adrian  library.  • 

After  dinner  the  discussion  of  the  topics  Book  selection  and  Super 
vision  of  children's  roomFi  was  freely  indulged  in  by  all  present.  Th^ 
meeting  presided  over  by  Miss  Preston  of  Ionia,  was  adjourned  in  time 
for  the  story  hour  by  Mrs  Gudrnn  Thome-Thomson  of  Chicago,  which 
was  a  most  enjoyable  feature  of  the  day. 

The  large  Presbyterian  church  was  filled  with  school  children  and  teach- 
ers who  listened  with  rapt  attention  to  the  delightful  stories  Mrs.  Thom 
son  told  in  her  inimitable  manner.  In  the  evening  Mrs.  Thomson  gare 
a  lecture  in  the  auditorium  of  the  library  on  the  art  of  story  telling. 

The  Story  tellers  league  of  Adrian,  a  very  active  organization,  secured 
the  service  of  Mrs.  Gudnin  Thorne-Thomson.  and  through  the  manage 
ment  of  Mies  Agnes  Jewell,  the  meeting  of  the  librarians  of  the  Adrian 
district  was  appointed  for  the  same  date,  thus  giving  to  the  libnrj 
workers  an  unusually  good  program  for  a  district-meeting. 

The  teachers  and  students  of  the  Blissfleld  normal  school  were  present 
for  the  afternoon  story  hour. 

Those  present  were; 

Adelia  Beid — State  Library,  Lansing. 

Elizabeth  C.  Bonan — State  Library,  lousing. 

G.  M.  Walton — Normal  College,  Ypailanti. 

Gertrude  E.  Lowe — Ass't.  Pub.  Library,  Hudson. 

Agnes  L.  Snover — Lib'n,  Pub.  Library,  Mt.  Clemens, 

Alice  L.  Satterthwaite— Lib'n.  Pub.  Library,  Tecumseh. 

Mary  Conover —  Pub.  Library,  I>etroit, 

Frances  E.  Curtis — John  S.  Gray  Library,  Detroit. 

Julia  A,  Condict — College  Library,  Adrian.  ,    ni^inlp 
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Lois  E.  Campbell,  Adrian. 

M.  J.  Jewell — Public  Library,  Adrian. 

Agnes  H.  Jewell — Public  Library,  Adrian. 

Mrs.  Carol  C.  Fisher — Adrian. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Mickens — Adrian. 

Nina   K.  Preston — Public  Library,  Ionia, 
and  others  who  failed  to  register. 

This  meeting  was  held  by  the  State  board  of  library  coinmisBiuaerp, 
the  Michigan  library  at^sociiition,  and  the  8tor^'  tellers  league  of  Adrian. 


TRAVERSE  CITY,  MAY  8-9,  1914. 
NIXA    K.    PRESTON,    CONDUCTOR, 

The  third  Round  table  of  the  year,  held  at  Traverse  City  May  8-9,  was 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  fadillar  and  Traverse  City  districts,  and  was 
conducted  by  Sliss  Preston  of  the  Hall-Fowler  Memorial  library,  Ionia. 

The  librarians  present  were  Mr.  Sanborn  of  Cadillac,  Mrs.  Linkletter 
of  Frankfort  and  Miss  Bon  of  Charlevoix  while  from  Traverse  City  Miss 
Wait  and  her  assistant.  Miss  Hammond,  and  all  of  the  library  trustees 
were  present,  besides  several  interested  citizens.  Mr.  Lee  Hornsby,  one 
trustee,  and  also  the  connty  commissioner  of  schools  for  Grand  Traverse 
county  helped  much  to  place  emphasis  on  the  relationshtip  between 
library  and  schools — both  pupils  and  teachers.  The  total  attendance  was 
eighteeo. 

Three  sessions  were  held,  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening,  and  Friday 
morning. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  topics  dleciis-sed :  Book  selection  for 
children,  Adnit  fiction  selection,  Publicity  methods.  Belations  with 
schools.  Relations  witb  state  board  of  library  commissionerB  and  state 
library,  Care  of  clippings,  pamphlets,  etc.  and  Government  documents. 
This  ineeting  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Michigan  library 
association  and  the  State  board  of  library  Commissioners, 

ST.  JOSEPH.  MAY  12.  19H. 

MISS  Q.    M.   WALTON,    YPSHJINTI,  CONDUOTOH, 

During  the  morning  Mrs,  Cole  of  Benton  Harbor  received  the  visiting 
librarians  in  ber  attractive  and  efficient  library. 

After  luncheon,  a  courtesy  graciously  extended  by  the  library  trus- 
tees of  St,  Joseph,  we  adjourned  to  the  library  where  the  round  table 
session  was  held. 

The  libraries  represented  were:  Niles  by  Miss  Coolidge;  Benton  Har- 
bor, by  Mrs.  Cole  and  her  assistant;  Muskegon,  by  Miss  Sibley;  Grand 
Rapids,  by  Miss  Pollard;  Grand  Haven,  by  Miss  Thompson;  and  8t, 
Joseph,  by  Miss  Eckert  and  three  of  her  trustees.  Besides  these,  a  num- 
ber of  interested  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  and  two  ladies  from  Cassopolis 
were  present  for  a  part  or  all  of  the  session.  The  whole  number  present 
was  sixteen. 

Practically  all  of  the  topics  suggested  were  touched  upoD  in  the  dJSj, 
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cussion  which  was  entirely  free  and  informal.  Following  is  a  list  of 
the  topics  discussed:  Book  selections  and  purchase,  Summer  Ubnuy 
schools,  Storj-  hour.  Problems  in  administration,  Public  docnmeotE. 
Periodicals  and  bindery,  and  Gifts.  This  meeting  was  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Michigan  library  association  and  the  State  board  of 
library  commissioners. 

CADILLAC.  NOV.  11-12.  19H. 

NINA    K.    PRESTON.   IONIA,  CONDDCrOR, 

The  Cadillac  and  Traverse  City  districts  joined  for  a  Round  table  meet- 
ing at  Cadillac,  Xm-.  11-12.  Miss  Reid  of  the  State  library,  assisted 
Miss  Preston.  Three  sessions  were  held,  Wednesday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing, and  Thursday  morning.  Discussion  radiated  from  snch  subjects  as 
Publicity;  Book  selection;  Periodicals;  Work  with  schools;  aod  Pablic 
documents.  In  each  case  the  discussion  was  made  personal  in  its  appli- 
cation, the  entire  informality  of  the  Bound  table  being  a  great  help  in 
this  direction.  Mr.  Sanborn  had  gathered  for  the  Bound  table,  exhibits  of 
Gaylord  brothers'  helps,  A.  L.  A.  publications  and  a  portion  of  the  pob- 
licity  exhibit  which  Mr.  Charles  Rush  of  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  had  sboTO 
at  the  A.  L.  A.  conference  in  Washington.  The  State  library  also 
supplied  an  exhibit  of  its  helps  for  libraries  of  the  state.  The  following 
were  present : 

Miss  Alice  Wait — Lib'n.  Pub.  Library,  Traverse  City. 

Mrs.  Jnlia  S.  TJmlor — Trustee  Pub.  Library,  Traverse  City, 

Mr.  Lee  Hornsby — Trustee  Pub.  Library,  Traverse  City. 

Miss  Angie  Messer — Lib'n,  Pob.  Library,  Manistee. 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Baker — Trustee  Pub.  Library,  Manistee. 

Miss  Amy  Lusk — Lib'n.  Pub.  Library,  Petoskey. 

Miss  Dora  Carver — Lib'n.  W.  C.  T.  U.  Library,  Manton. 

Mrs.  Elsie  M.  Robinson — Lib'n.  Phelps  Free  Library,  Big  Rapids. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Sanborn — Lib'n.  Pub.  Library,  Cadillac. 


REPORT  ON  LIBRARIES  VISITED  MARCH  3-5,  1914. 

Tecumsch — March  3.  The  public  library  of  Tecumseh,  Miss  Alice  L. 
Satterthwaite,  librarian,  is  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  education 
and  is  free  to  all  in  the  school  district.  This  extends  its  privil^es  oat- 
side  the  village  limits. 

The  building,  a  flO.OOO  gift  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  is  well  located  lera 
than  two  blocks  from  the  heart  of  the  town,  and  on  the  main  business 
street.  It  is  well  planned  with  a  central  delivery  desk,  two  reading 
rooms  and  a  small  children's  room.  The  stacks  are  open  and  provide 
good  room  for  growth.  All  equipment  is  modem.  The  basement  con- 
tains a  small  auditorium  and  a  room  in  which  the  school  board  holds  its 
meetings.  The  auditorium  is  used  for  the  annual  school  meetings,  the 
study  clubs,  a  girl's  literary  club  and  many  other  assemblies.  It  is  the 
only  auditorium  in  the  village. 

I  found  good  publicity  work  in  progress,  and  good  work  with  the 
schools.     The  Newark  charging  system  is  in  use,  the  books  are  acces- 
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sioned  and  shelf  listed  and  Miss  Satterthwaite  is  about  to  catalogue 
them.  The  whole  library  had  every  appearance  of  progressive  enterprise. 
Burr  Oak — March  4-  The  public  library  of  this  little  -village  occu- 
pies a  rented  ground  floor  room  in  the  business  section  of  the  main  street. 
Their  greatest  problem  is  their  very  meagre  income — $16  per  month  to 
meet  all  expenses — beating,  lighting,  rent,  etc.  There  is  practically  nothing 
left  for  books. 

Their  932  volumes  crowd  their  present  shelving.  The  books  are  not 
catalogued,  but  an  attempt  is  made  to  arrange  them  by  classes.  A  small 
proportion  is  jnvenile.  Charging  records  are  kept  by  accession  number 
only. 

A  small  list  of  magazines  is  subscribed  for  and  is  witti  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions a  good  list. 

The  library  is  opened  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  and  Saturday 
afternoon  and  evening.  Considering  the  very  limited  funds,  and  the 
limited  hours  of  opening,  Mrs.  Gilbert  is  giving  good  service  to  the  town. 
I  found  ber  keenly  interested,  and  anxious  to  avail  herself  of  every  help. 
Hillsdale  College — March  5.  The  Hillsdale  colege  library  Alls  a 
need  so  different  from  that  of  a  public  library  that  the  same  standard 
can  hardly  be  set  for  its  efficiency.  It  occupies  two  large  rooms  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  main  college  building  but  is  sadly  crowded,  t^belves 
line  the  walls  to  the  ceiling  and  the  center  of  the  room  is  well  tilled 
with  stacks,  leaving  very  limited  reading  room  space.  The  books  are 
chosen  by  the  faculty  to  meet  their  various  needs,  and  the  list  of  90 
magazines  are  purchased  with  the  same  needa  in  view.  Twenty  maga- 
zines in  addition  are  gifts.  Purchases  are  made  from  a  fund  set  aside 
for  that  purpose. 

The  books  are  classified  and  catalogued— the  card  catalogue  being  kept 
in  two  sections,  the  most  used  classes  in  one  case  and  those  less  frequently 
used  in  the  other. 

The  use  of  the  library  is  accorded  to  town  people  upon  the  payment  of 
$1.00- per  year. 

Only  a  brief  call  was  made  at  the  Mitchell  library. 
Eaton  Rapids — March  5.  Tbe  public  library  of  Eaton  Rapids  is  lo- 
cated on  the  ground  floor  of  a  building  which  is  owned  by  the  city  and 
the  rent  from  the  second  floor  of  which  is  given  to  the  support  of  the 
library.  This,  with  the  tax  voted  each  year  furnishes  an  income  of  be- 
tween J600  and  |700. 

The  room  is  well  lighted,  two  additional  windows  having  been  put  in 
I'ecently;  the  walls  have  been  redecorated  and  the  library  has  just  re- 
ceived a  l>equeBt  of  a  number  of  water  colors  reproducing  local  scenes. 

The  books  are  kept  in  sectional  cases  along  the  walls,  are  catalogued 
but  not  labeled.  Of  the  3,500  volumes  Action  famishes  about  one-half 
and  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  non-flction  is  arranged  approxi- 
mately by  classes. 

The  library  is  used  very  well  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and  its  use  is 
also  extended  to  non-resident  pupils  free  and  to  people  living  outside  of 
the  corporation  upon  the  payment  of  $1.00  per  year. 

The  project  of  a  Carnegie  building  is  under  way.  A  petition  signed  by 
more  than  200  business  men  has  been  presented  and  tbe  council  has  voted 
to  furnish  a  site.    Thev  are  discussing  the  use  of  the  school  grounds  for 
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